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The Editors Guild of Sri

Members 2000 - 2001

Mr. Manik de Silva Editor, The Island Sunday Edition
Mr. Sinha Ra.tnatunga Editor, The Sunday Times

Mr. Sarath Cooray Editor, Dinamina

Mr. Gamini Weerakoone Editor, The Island

~. Upali Tennakoon
. Siri Ranasinghe
. A. Sivanesaselvan

", Bandula Padma Kumara

. Ajith Samaranayake

Editor, Divaina

Editor, Lankadeepa and Sunday Lankadeepa
Editor, Thinakkural

Former Editor, Lakbima

Editor, Sunday Observer

Mr. Mohan Lal Piyadasa Associate Editor, Janatha
Mr. Lalith Allahakoone Editor, Daily Mirror

Mr. Victor Ivan Editor, Ravaya

Mr. Sunanda Deshapriya Former Editor, Yukthiya
Mr. Gamini Sumanasekera Editor, Sunday Divaina
Mr. Philip Cooray Former Editor, Weekend Express
Mr. M.A. Kanamailanathan Editor, Uthayan

Mr. S. Nadarajah Editor, Virakesari
OFFICE BEARERS

President: Mr. Sinha Ratnatunga

Secretary: Mr. Upali Tennakoon

Treasurer: Mr. A. Sivanesaselvam

Asst. Treasurer: Mr. Siri Ranasinghe

Bankers: SEYLAN BANK .

Secretaries: SAMARARATNA ASSOCIATES
Attorneys-at-Law
810, 2nd Floor, Maradana Road,
Colombo 10.

Auditors: NIHAL HETTIARACHCHI & Co.,

Chartered Accountants
27, Anderson Road,
Colombo 5.

Primary objectives of The Editors Guild of Sri Lanka

(i) To safeguard editorial independence

(i)  To protect and promote the interests, rights and privileges of Editors of newspapers, magazines,
journals, etc.

(1ii)

(iv)  To promote amongst journalists the maintenance of high standards of professional conduct

To uphold the freedom of the press

(v) To promote and improve news-gathering and dissemination of information

(vi)  To establish and develop reciprocal relations with kindred organizations and work in collaboration, co-
operation or in association with such organizations

(From the Memorandum of Association)
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Message from the President

“Sri Lanka’s lively and combative media faced numerous challenges....” begins
the Committee for Protection of Journalists’ Report for the Year 2000 in its
worldwide survey.

“.... violent attacks against journalists continued and were typically committed
with impunity. One journalist was killed in 2000 and another narrowly escaped an
assassination attempt,” the CPJ Report added.

The CPJ Report only confirms what all of us know only too well.... that journalism
in this country is a challenging and combative profession. And as we look back at
another year, The Editors Guild of Sri Lanka is proud to hold its annual Awards
for Excellence in Journalism for the third consecutive time.

The Guild’s awards began on a modest scale with 6 or 7 awards being presented
for 1998. This year, we are pleased to announce more than 25 awards in 15
categories.

The independent panel of judges selected by The Guild has had the onerous
responsibility of picking the winners tonight from amongst the many entries
received. Theirs, undoubtedly, was the most difficult task. In previous years, there
has been criticism, some valid, some not, of the panel of judges and their choices
in some instances. The Guild has always felt it best to select an independent panel
and leave the deliberations and decisions to them. But the process of receiving
entries and perhaps appointing a panel who would monitor the newspapers
throughout the year and make their own pick in addition to entries submitted, will
need to be considered.

This event enables us to recognize professionalism in our field and reward those
amongst us who have excelled. It enables us to acknowledge the significant, yet
sometimes unsung contributions made by those who have trod before us and also
to honour the illustrious greats of the past in the field of contemporary Sri Lankan
journalism.

We are glad to be able to bring together journalists from so many different
newspaper groups and different language media from different parts of the country
for this event. Thank you for your support and we wish you an evening filled with
the spirit of bonhomie.

-Sinha Ratnatunga
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Message from the Chairman of

the Organising Committee

We are pleased to be able to present The Editors Guild Awards for the third
consecutive year. Those of you who have been able to witness all three, will no
doubt, recognise the fact that the Awards Nid Newspapers, Upali Newspapers, the
BCCSL and the European Union for their generous support.

A special thank you to Ms. Oshadi de Silva, the indefatigable Public Relations
Manager of the Mount Lavinia Hotel and the management of the hotel for coming
forward to be the host hotel for the second consecutive year.

I would also like to thank Mr. Shan Wickremasinghe and TNL for once again
helping with the video presentation, Mr. Imran Pakeer Saibo for his professional
advice for tonight’s presentation ceremony and Mr. Wasantha Siriwardene,
Graphics Editor of The Sunday Times for designing the invitations and souvenir.

Mr. Amal Jayasinghe, Convenor and the Panel of Judges had the unenviable task
of sifting through and assessing the many entries submitted. We owe them a
special word of appreciation for giving of their time so unstintingly.

And last but by no means least, a big thank you to all journalists from each and
every newspaper group in the country who sent in their entries. 1t’s not whether
you won or lost, it’s how you played the game.

- Bandula Padma Kumara

Panel of Judges Awards 2000

Mr. Amal Jayasinghe - (Convenor) Chief of Bureau
Agence-France Presse, Colombo.
Mr. Hema Gunawardene - Senior Journalist

Prof. Tissa Kariyawasam - Senior Professor of Sinhala and Mass
Communication, University of Sri Jayewardenepura

Mr. R. Sivagurunathan - Former Editor, Thinakaran
Mr. Vijitha Yapa - Former Editor, The Island and The Sunday Times

Kalabushana L.E. Samararatna - Past President, Institute of Sri Lankan
Photographers

Mr. James Lanerolle - Secretary, Newspaper Society of Sri Lanka




ROLL OF HONOUR 1998

Journalist of the vear:
“For consistently good coverage........"” Mr. Igbal Athas of The Sunday Times
D.R. Wijewardene Award:

“For exposing illegal activities within a local community....."

Mr. Pradeep Kumar, Aranayake Correspondent of the Dinamina
Sepala Gunasena Award:

“For publishing under ditficult conditions.....” The Uthayan, Jaffna

Upali Wijewardene Award:

“For thought-provoking features.....”

Ms. Ranee Mohamed of The Sunday Leader
Young Reporter of the Year:

“For exceptional versatility....... " Mr. Shan Wijetunga of the Divaina
Reporting Under Special Circumstances:

“For innovative use of satire.....” The Yukthiva

Honourable Mention - Excellence Award:

“For the investigation of a judge.......”

TheRavaya team of Messrs. Newton Seneviraine,
Ananda Deshapriva Jayasekera,

Uvindu Kurukulasuriya,

R.B. Dissanayake and Mohan Wijeratie

Photo Journalist of the Year:

Mr. Saranapala Pamunuwwa (The Sunday Island)
and Mr. Buddhika Weerasinghe (Lakbima) - shared

Cartoonist of the Year:
Mr. M. Wijesoma of The Upali Group
Scoop of the Year:

Ms. Sonali Samarasinghe of The Sunday Leader

Honourable Mention - Scoop of the Year:
Mr. Ranjith Ananda Jayasinghe of the Lankadeepa
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ROLL OF HONOUR 1999

Mervyn de Silva Journalist of the Year:

“The subjects covered by her were diverse........ o
Ms. Sonali Samarasinghe of The Sunday Leader
D.R. Wijewardene Award:

“For their campaign on behalf of colleagues......”
The Photo-Journalists Association of Sri Lanka
Sepala Gunasena Award:
“For his constant vigilance.......”

Mr. Victor Ivan of the Ravaya

Upali Wijewardene Award:

“For the portrayal of a mother’s battle......”

Ms. Ranee Mohamed of The Sunday Leader
Honourable Mention - Upali Wijewardene Award:
Ms. Namini Wijedasa of the Daily Mirror

Ms. Kumudini Hettiarachchi of The Sunday Times
Young Reporter of the Year:

“For the wide scope of coverage....”

Mr. Amantha Perera of The Sunday Leader

Honourable Mention - Young Reporter of the Year:

Mr. Vasana Wickremasena of the Daily Mirror

Reporting Under Special Circumstances:

“For reporting under life-threatening circumstances....”

Mr. Ajith Seneviratne of Ravaya

Honourable Mention - Reporting Under Special Circumstances:
“For braving physical violence..........."”

Messrs. Buddhika Weerasinghe (Lakbima), Lakruwan Wanniarachchi ( Lankadeepa), M.A. Pushpakumara (The
Sunday Times), Sajeewa Chinthaka (The Sunday Times), Janapriva Samaradiwakara (Yukthiya), Asoka Fernando
(The Sunday Leader), Lakmal Spencer (The Sunday Leader), Saman Mendis (Dinamina) and H.A.N. Fernando
(Sithijaya)

Honourable Mention -Reporting Under Special Circumstances:

“For publishing under difficult conditions......." Thinakkural

“For their campaigns......" Free Media Movement

Special Award of Excellence: “For his travelogue features.....”” Dharmasiri Gamage of Silumina
Best Designed Page (Colour): The Sunday Leader

Best Designed Page (Black & White) Ravava

Best Photograph of the Year: Ms. Dilshika Jayamaha of The Sunday Times

Honourable Mention - Best Photograph of the Year: Daminda Harsha Perera of the Daily Mirror
Best Photographer of the Year: My, Gemunu Wellage of The Sunday Times

Cartoon of Year: No Award

Honourable Mention - Cartoon of the Year:

Mr. Viroshan Wickramaratne of Gnanartha Pradeepaya

Scoop of the Year: Yukthiva
Honourable Mention - Scoop of the Year: Suranimala of The Sunday Leader

Honourable Mention - Reporting Under Special circumstances:

“For continuing to publish under difficult circumstances......” Uthayan
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HONORARY AWARDS 2000

For Long Service to Journalism

Mr. ML.A. De Silva
Mr. M.A. De Silva has served the print media of Sri Lanka for nearly fifty (50)
years.

Born at Pothuhera in Kurunegala, Mr. De Silva entered the University to study for a
B.Sc. degree but plunged into student union activities and left without his degree to
enter the world of real politics.

Mr. De Silva became a close associate of then Prime Minister of Ceylon Sir John
Kotalawela and was engaged in many political events, one of which was the entry of
Ceylon to the United Nations.

Later he became a consultant to Mr. Esmond Wickremasinghe, himself a close
confidante of Sir John.

From 1950-60 Mr. De Silva was appointed the Managing Editor of Dinamina at
Lake House. In 1960 he was made the Editor of that newspaper.

During his tenure as editor, Mr. De Silva introduced a weekly supplement each
Monday to give political, religious, economic and social organisations an
opportunity to express their viewpoints.

That was also the post Independence period, an era in which the transition from
English to Sinhala was taking place. Mr. De Silva made every effort to bridge the
gap between the divide by having reknown personalities of the time like Dr. G.P.
Malalasekera write in order that people with divergent attitudes and mores,
understood each other.

It was natural that Mr. De Silva had his influence in the political columns of Lake
House newspapers being, effectively, the Political Correspondent of both the
Dinamina and the Daily News.

After leaving Lake House, Mr. De Silva took an active part in the formation of the
country’s only domestic news service - Lankapuvath.

He also imparted his knowledge and skills acquired over the years by teaching the
trade to scores of budding young Journalists who were soon to play useful roles in
the different newspapers in the country.

Mr. De Silva now lives in semi-retirement having served his chosen profession with
distinction.
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HONORARY AWARDS 2000

For Long Service to Journalism

K.P.Sivam

Mr. K.P.Sivam received his education at Ampitiya College in Kandy and St. Sylvester’s College Kandy
during which he was involved in literary and cultural activities.

His first article in Tamil appeared in 1949 in the *Pahuttharivu’ | a monthly published by poet §.5. Nathan.
A decade later Mr. Sivam edited the monthly Tamil magazine known as ‘Mutthamizh Muzhakkam’ of which
the name was changed in 1960 as *Malai Murasu’. He then served as the joint-editor of the magazine which

formed the basis of a cultural reawakening among the people in the hill country, particularly in the estate
sector.

Many young men and women contributed to the magazine and for the first time they held a competition of
short stories, drama and poetry in the plantation sector.

Mr. Sivam also contributed articles to a variety of other local magazines in the 1950 - 1960 period.

Since 1964, Mr. Sivam has been the Kandy correspondent of the “Virakgsari” newspaper during which he has
been responsible for covering almost all important events.

He has also been involved in a variety of cultural and literary activities and has been a founder member of the
Arts and Literary Assembly in Kandy formed nearly 20 years back.

Mr. Sivam has been a winner of the “Sahithiya Award’ presented by the Cultural Ministry for his literary
work in 1985 and 1994,

Mr. Sivam who is popular among his journalist colleagues in Kandy believes that the greatest satisfaction he
has gained so far being a journalist is that he has been able to promote ethnic and religious harmony through
his work.

In 1998 The Editors Guild of Sri Lanka honoured Mr. M.A. Wimal, Chief Editor of the weekly ‘Rasa
Katha’ with a Mem Award for long service to Journalism.

Posthumous Awards for courage in the line of duty were presented fo the families of Mr. Edwin
Weerasinghe, Photographer, Mr. Karunaratna Saputhanthri, Joint Editor of Silumina and Mr.

_ Kirama Pivasoma, Deputy News Editor of Silumina for their exceptional courage when risking and
infact losing their lives on April 28, 1995 when flyi ing in an Air Force transport that was shot down
while pmceedmg to cover the war in Jaffna.

In 2000 The Editors Guild of Sri Lanka presented Merit Awards for long service to Jowrnalism to Mr.
Siriwardene Subasinghe, a former Chief Editor of Silumina and Dinamina, Navaugaya, Mihira and
Sathuta and the first Editor of the re-launched Irida Lankadeepa, Wijeva and Sirikatha; to Mr.
Sinniah Gurunathan, the Trincomalee Correspondent of the Virakesari and later Associate Editor of
Sanjeavy weekly and Features Editor of Soodamani and to Mr . Clarence Fernando, one-time Editor
of the Daily News and Bureau Chief of PTC-Reuters.
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HONORARY AWARDS 2000

For Long Service to Journalism

D.B.Udalagama

D.B.Udalagama started his career as a provincial correspondent for the Ceylon Daily
News in Kurunegala in 1935 .

It was Late Mr. D.R.Wijewardene who noticed his talents as a reporter when he came
for a case in Kurunegala. When Mr. Wijewardene came for his case for the second
time he invited Mr. Udalagama to write an article about the Kurunegala Bar.

In 1939 Udal, as he was known among his friends was assigned as a junior to the
Kandy correspondent, M.T.Jaimon and the following year he was sent as the Daily
News Correspondent to Galle where he spent the next seven years.

In 1947 he returned to Kandy to succeed Mr. Jaimon as the Senior Correspondent.

Two years later he covered an international conference of the WHO and Mr. Esmond
Wickramasinghe who attended the event was convinced of the coverage by Udal. Mr.
Wickramasinghe had directed Assistant Editor Mr. Bonny Fernando to invite him to
work at the head office in Colombo.

Udal replied, saying that he was “allergic to bosses at close quarters’, and due to an
apparent mix up the letter had been seen by Mr. Wickramasinghe himself and Udal
was allowed to remain in Kandy.

In 1950 when Mr. Cecil Graham took over as Editor Ceylon Daily News he invited
Udal to work in Colombo, an invitation which he accepted. However three years later
he decided to join the Times of Ceylon.

Mr. Jaimon who had served a short stint at Radio Ceylon also joined the Times group
around this time. Udal was appointed as Editorial Assistant of the Morning Times and
his column “Guliver’ was popular and also functioned as a leader writer.

Subsequently Udal rose to the position of Assistant Editor in the Times in 1960 and
the following year he took up duties at the Ceylon Daily Mirror and was one of the
main leader writers.

When Udal retired in 1974 he was Acting Editor of the Ceylon Daily Mirror.

Udal was known for his light pieces and was also known as a good courts and
Parliamentary reporter while he also covered the Education and Health rounds.
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Special mention...

“I wish to place my appreciation to the Editors Guild of Sri Lanka for organizing a tour to India, my first to that
great country, with the assistance of the Indian High Commission in Sri Lanka for me as a reward for winning
the Best Photographer of the Year Award last year.

As a photographer the Indian trip was a useful experience as I was able not only to witness the rich heritage of
India, but also to capture some of the beautiful scenes which depicted the life-styles of the Indian people as
well. My host, the Publicity Division of the Indian Ministry of External Alfairs took good care of me during my
visit which took me to New Delhi, Agra, Sarnath, Buddha Gaya, Calicut and Chennai.

I also appreciate the activities of the Editors Guild of Sri Lanka, in particular for organizing an annual event to
honour journalists and photographers. I sincerely wish that the activities of The Guild will be further expanded
bringing in more areas under their awards scheme.”

Gemunu Wellage
The Sunday Times
Photographer of the Year - 1999

Pradeep Kumara Dharmaratne, Aranayaka Correspondent of Dinamina who was the winner in 1998 of the
D.R.Wijewardene Award for exposing illegal activities within a local community was given an opportunity to
visit Bangkok through The Editors Guild of Sri Lanka.

Pradeep said ‘I visited some of the most picturesque places in this capital city’.

Recapturing the highlights of his visit to Bangkok, Mr. Dharmaratne spoke of the ancient Manpa palace located
in Ayuttya, the Kanchana Temple and the much spoken of floating market of Thailand.

I was taken to visit the Bangkok Post. Being a newspaper in the English Language 1 noted that most of the
staff on the Bangkok Post are foreigners, Dharmaratne said.

We visited the Patuna Market located 30 km from Bangkok, where ready made clothes and accessories were
freely available. We were taken to see the Fravan cultural hall where traditional dances are performed.

The program also included visits to the main industrial spots of Thailand, the garment factories, the gem mines
and wood crafting centres.

- Pradeep Kumara Dharmaratne
Dinamina
D. R. Wijewardane Award 1998
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D R WIJEWARDENE

The late D R Wijewardene (1886-1950) was one of the greatest newspaper men in the history of journalism in
Sri Lanka. His influence on the public life of the island during the four decades upto the attainment of
Independence was unique.

The late Mr. Wijewardene first secured control of the Dinamina, the Sinhalese daily newspaper and in 1918 at
the age of 32 started the Ceylon Daily News. He bought the Ceylon Observer in 1923 and added other
newspapers to his string. He was an active collaborator with the pioneers of the Reform Movement and was in
close touch with the British statesmen who helped Ceylon gain Independence. He died two years after
Independence was won and left behind the legacy of a powerful and influential Press Empire best known as
Lake House.

Mervyn de Silva was born on 5 September 1929. In 1949-1953 he edited the University magazine and founded
a news sheet. He joined Lake House in 1954 as a part-time Parliamentary reporter while studying law. In 1960
he joined the permanent staff of Lake House and in 1965 was appointed Deputy Editor of the Evening
Observer. De Silva became Editor of the Ceylon Daily News, at the time the premier English language daily, in
1970.

In 1972 he became the Editor-in-Chief of the Lake House Group of Newspapers. Lake House was nationalized
in 1973 and in 1976 Mervyn de Silva was dismissed by the Government of Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike. That
year he joined the privately owned Times Group as Editor-in-Chief, thus becoming the only journalist to have
held that designation in the two major newspaper publishing houses at the time.

In 1977 the Times was also nationalized by the J.R. Jayewardene administration and de Silva was dismissed in
1978. In May 1978, Mervyn de Silva founded the Lanka Guardian.

He was correspondent for the BBC, Financial Times (London), The Economist, Times of India and The Deccan
Herald. He was also published in the New York Times, the International Herald Tribune, Le Monde
Diplomatique, Christian Science Monitor and the Far Eastern Economic Review.

The founder-President of The Editors Guild of Sri Lanka, he died on June 22nd 1999.
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UPALI WIJEWARDENE

Mr. Upali Wijewardene was one of Sri Lanka’s most successful and colourful business magnates in
contemporary history. In 1981 Mr. Wijewardene added yet another company to his conglomerates-Upali
Newspapers Ltd, at a time when only Mr. Gunasena’s Independent Newspaper Group existed as a non-
government publishing house. It gave independent journalists a place in the sun.

Today, the Group continues (o be a non-government voice.

Mr. Wijewardene was unable to see his papers flourish. He went missing in his private jet in 1983 on his return
to Sri Lanka from Malaysia, an incident that hit the headlines of many newspapers around the world. His
disappearance at the young age of 43 created a huge void in the socio-economic and political life of Sri Lanka.

The late Mr. D B Dhanapala was one of Sri Lanka’s most versatile
journalists equally proficient in both English and Sinhala languages, though
he learnt the English alphabet only when he was 16 years old, but having
proceeded to obtain an M.A in English Literature from the Allahabad
University in India.

Born at Tissamaharama on 4 January 1905, he studied at Mahinda Cullege,
Galle and later at the University of Allahabad.

Mr. Dhanapala was invited by Mr. D R Wijewardene to join Lake House
where his articles in the Daily News under the pen-name “Janus”™ became
popular reading.

Mr. Dhanapala briefly took leave from journalism to join the teaching
profession and held the post of Principal of Dharmaloka Vidyalaya,
Kelaniya but the love of the written word made him return to the world of
newspapers not long after he had left it.

He joined the then Times of Ceylon and rose to be Editor of the
Lankadeepa, introducing a newspaper that reached the hearts and minds of the Sinhala public at a time
when the Sinhala press were largely translations from the English press.

In 1961, Mr. Dhanapala helped in the founding of Davasa Nivasa where he was Editor-in-Chief of the
Group which published Davasa, Riviresa, Sun, Weekend, Dinapathi and Chantamani newspapers in
addition to several interest tabloids and magazines in a vast empire that made its presence felt at that time.
He launched the careers of several young Sinhala language journalists who were later to hold senior
positions in newspapers. .

Mr. Dhanapala wrote several books including the famous *Among Those Present’, ‘Madam Prime
Minister’; ‘Story of Sinhalese Painting’ and was commissioned by UNESCO to write on the Sigiriya
frescoes for a series of reproductions of world art,

He passed away on 18 March 1971.
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SEPALA GUNASENA

The late Mr. Sepala Gunasena (1923-1993) was the eldest son of Mr. M D Gunasena, a well-known publisher
of books. Mr. Sepala as he was affectionately known to his staff, launched the Sinhala daily Davasa in 1961
and the English daily Sun in 1966. By 1974 his popular publishing house Independent Newspapers Ltd., had
as many as 18 publications in all three languages including children’s periodicals, astrological journals and
magazines devoted to women’s interests.

That year (1974), the government of the day sealed the newspaper group situated at Hulftsdorp for
publishing anti-government news and views. The Group remained closed for three years subject to
Emergency Regulations with the late Mr. Sepala refusing to re-open under conditions imposed by the
government.

The Group re-opened in 1977 with the lapse of the Emergency and was soon to earn the wrath of a new
government for the same reasons it was sealed in 1974. Unable to withstand government pressure applied
through state-controlled banks, the Group folded up in 1990 after blazing a trail of independent journalism
in Sri Lanka for three decades.

The Commonwealth Press Union honoured the late Mr. Sepala with the prestigious Lord Astor Award in
1974 in recognition of his contribution to press freedom.

PROF. K. KAILASAPATHY

Prof. K.Kailasapathy was born in Jaffna in 1931 and spent his impressionable years in Malaysia which was
facing the brunt of the Second World War. This probably resulted in the young man becoming an avid reader
of” World War IT Books.

On his return to Ceylon, Kailasapathy joined Royal College from where he entered the Universit y of
Peradeniya to study for his Tamil Language degree. He obtained a 1st Class Honours Pass.

With a degree under his belt, Kailasapathy joined Lake House and soon rose to be the Deputy Editor of the
Tamil daily, Thinakaran. He later became its Editor.

Kailasapathy developed a Tamil readership with a very Sri Lankan outlook through his newspaper.

material from South India. He was largely responsible for nurturing an indegenous
brand of Tamil journalism in this country.

Kailasapathy also wrote a popular weekly feature in the Thinakaran which was the
talking point of Tamil literary and political circles at the time.

He had the ability to bring out the best in any journalist and carried Thinakaran to
dizzy heights at a time its main rival, the Virakesari, was running into dificulties.

In later years, Kailasapathy joined the University and became a Professor well-
known and respected in Tamil academia.

He died in 1982 leaving behind his wife and two daughters.
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B A Siriwardena

B.A. Siriwardena, ‘Sira’ to his many friends and readers, was born in Bataleeya of Siyanekorale. The son of an
ande farmer, Siriwardena was educated at Sri Sivali Vidyalaya, Ratnapura and later at Ananda College,
Colombo.

Siriwardena entered the University of Peradeniya but was more involved in political activities than studies
which resulted in him leaving the University sans a degree.

“Instead I have a B.A before my name and not after,” Sira used to quip. Having left University, Sira had a briet
stint as a teacher at Ananda College, Chilaw. He made his debut in journalism as a feature writer in the
‘Jathiya’ and was later recruited to Lake House by Esmond Wickremasinghe. Sira reached his pinnacle as the
Editor of the ‘Aththa’ where he won the overwhelming admiration of his readers.

In recent Sri Lankan journalism, B.A. Siriwardena was nothing short of a phenomenon. He possessed an
aggressive clear-sightedness from the perspective of what he believed. His attacks on the follies and foibles of
those he opted to target were barbed, sharp and witty.

He endowed upon the vocabulary of Sinhala journalism a whole series of spirited and expressive phrases and
usage. Whenever the fortunes of contemporary Sinhala journalism are seriously studied, B.A. Siriwardena will
never fail to figure prominently for his lasting contribution.
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