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FOREWORD

The following Instructions and Sermons for a
Week’s Spiritual Retreat are meant, in the first place,
for the Faithful in Tamil-speaking lands. They are
also offered for the use of missionaries, who will find in
them an aid to clothe their ideas in correct and idio-
matic expressions, when subjects similar to those
included in this volume are to be treated from the
pulpit. The following words of Monseigneur Christo-
pher Bonjean O. M. I., first’ Archbishop of Colombo,
show how useful it is to the preacher of Missions to
be well acquainted with the idiomatic expressions of
the language which he employs in the ministry of the
word of God:

“The preacher of Missions is successful only to
such extent as his knowledge of the language of the
people goes. DBut these languages (in the East) are so
difficult that, in order to make them a docile instru-
ment in his hands, he has to devote much time for their
study. A missionary who knows only what is sufti-
cient for the ordinary purposes of life or for the routine

-‘\’ . . . - - - - . - .
,/*‘ i of his ministry, finds himself struck with inability in
b | the pulpit during a Mission ; language refuses to lend
o itself to the expression of his thoughts and sentiments;

he is able to say neither what he wants nor how he
wants nor how he ought; he is reduced to more or
less worn-out sayings; to mere common places of little
or no effect. In the exposition of sacred truths, his
language is wanting in precision, in correctness, in
delicacy or propriety. Devoid of local colour and idio-
matic force, it is the foreign language of a foreigner,
something exotic which the mind and heart fail to
assimilate, something which contains no aftinity to the
habitual thoughts and sentiments of the people, bnt
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trickles down the surface like water on marble, leaving
the audience with a vague impression that the preacher
has said and no doubt well said what he 'ought to
have said, ‘but all that was not for us’ they would
avow. How often do we fancy that we have spoken
very well and with great simplicity, whereas our words
have been merely a'sound, more or less intelligible, or
a sort of enigma of which every term is understood,
but the sense is hidden! What appears simple in our
eyes is often entirely European in idea, European in
form,~—the whole thing being as obscure to an oriental
mind as it is clear to us.”” (Mgr. Bonjean, parle R, P,
Jonquet, I, 105-—6). _

What the great Archbishop said, especially with
reference to the European missionaries in the East, is
also true of native missionaries to a certain extent,
owing to the fact that the latter generally receive their
education through the medium of European languages
and on European lines. A deep study of the verna-
cular becomes a necessity for them as well, if they
would avoid the “ more or less worn-out sayings’’ and
“mere common places” referred to in the above
quotation. The writer of these lines too felt this
necessity at the commencement of his career as a
preacher, and, in giving his junior colleagues the fruits
of a continual study of some thirty five years, hopes
to lighten their burden even in a slight way and to
encourage them to a further study of the language in
which they have to announce God’s word to their
countrymen.
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SERMON :
On the Fatherhood of God
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“Et patrem nolite vocare vobis super
terram. Unus est enim Pater vester
qui 1a caelis est "—Matth, 23, 9.
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CONCLUSION
A Call to Spiritual Combat
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