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Vision

“Achieve excellence in the Education by proper
deployment and promoting professional
development of teachers by upgrading their
competencies and providing for a co-ordinated
and effctive National System of Teacher
Education in Vadamarachi Zone.”
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On - Line Educatio.

We recognise that
we are living through one of the
most exciting periods of change in
history. Virtually every thing we do
in our daily lies in our work
through out our goverence struc-
tures, education field, is experienc-
ing fundermental transformation.
This transformation is called the
digital revolution. Educational
administration is concerned with
the management of institutions,
where human beings as well as ma-
terials are brought together for at-
taining_educational Objectives.
Importance of educational admin-
istration lies in providing suit-
able education for all children
as well as adults in an efficient, ef-
fective and economic way.

Government
school have adopted “ Information
Technology > as a subject in their
curriculam. At present a number of
information technology (IT ) cen-
tres are springing up through out
the country in every corner. In ad-
dition, students and even employ-
ees of organisations tend to follow
On - line courses and are sitting for
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On - line examinations.( CIMA
Qvalifying exam ) So, it is a remark-
able penetration and these On - line
courses are now becoming more
popular day by day.

There are
many ways that On - line coureses
many actually surpass traditional
face to face classes in quality and
efficiency. There are ten ways which
professionals believe the On - line
education excels.

1. Discussion forum

The most ex-
citing features of an On - line course
is the discussion forum. In the tra-
ditional class room ( face to face )
the teacher asks a question and the
same five or six students inevitably
raise their hands and often response
in the limited time allocated for dis-
cussion. On an On line envirenment
the discussion entren a new dimen-
sion. When an instructor posts a
question on the discussion board,
every student in the class is ex-
pected to respond, respond intelli-
gently and several times.



Before students response
to an instructor’s discussion ques-
tion, they can refer to their course
materials and think through their
answers. As a result students have
the opportunity to post well -
considered comments, which
often elicits the
first response that come into the
mind rather than the best possible
response. Finally, normal discus-
sions are not limited to a few
minutes of live class time, they
frequently last for a week and it is
not unusual to have 100 or more
student postings during that period
of time.

2. Student Centered learning.
Academics
have recognised for years the short
coming of the face to face class
room centered discussion, but it
has been difficult to break away
from the old paradigm. Lecturers/
teaching role - playing, discus-

sions, small group activities, it is -

still the teacher running the show.
In our On line environment how-
ever, the teacher soon takg a bas-
ket. Students are empowered to
learn on their own and even to
teach one another. In the discus-
sion group mode, students have the
opportunity to explain share,
comment upon critique and de-
velop course materials among

them selves in a menner rarely seen
in the face to face class room.

3. Well Constructed Course Mate-
rials.

A well constructed, creative
on line courses can take student to in-
teract all over the world. The anthro-
pology students to cultures all over the
world to the finest museum collec-
tions, and business/banking students to
corporations at large and small.
World class resoures can be ac-
cessed, viewed and studied 24 hours
a day, seven days a week.

4. Writing intensity.

~ On average, on
line courses are for more writing in-
tensive than traditional courses have
ever been. Professionals have told for
many years that the best way to teach
students how to write effectively is to
have them write more often. Even
though, major assignments are submit-
ted in written form inboth cases, in an

‘On line course general discussions
‘requests for elaboration or assistance,

answers to direct questions, group
projects, more assignments and many
tests and questions are in written form
as well.

S.Flexibility

The course is
very flexible students with family or
work responsibilities are often unable
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to commit themselves to a tradi-
tional course because they are very
busy. Even if a course schedule is
acceptable, limited enrolement may
be a problem. The advantage of on
line course learning, however, in-
clude plenty of opportunities for
students to pursue course work at
anytime that fits into their busy
lives.

6. Immediate response/feed back

Eventhough
they do not see a teacher across the
class room every day, on line stu-
dents generally have greater access
to instructors. Traditional students
rushing off to their nextclass and
search for instructor if there is a
question to discuss. On line stu-
dents, however, can and do e-mail
countless questions to their teach-
ers / professors and frequently en-
gage in a dialogue that would be
hard to duplicate in the face to face
world.

On line texts
and quizzes can be constructed with
an automatic grading capability that
provides immediate feedback and
reference to text and class notes
that explain the correct answers. As-
signments can be returned to stu-
dents more promptly and usually
with more details than in the face
to face environment. there is no
need to wait for the next class to
return an assignment.
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7. On - demand interaction

Teacher / in-
structors can offer many types of
interactive learning aids on their
course sites ( eg power point pre-
sentations, flash cords ) Students
can use e-mail, chat rooms and dis-
cussion boards to establish unpre-
pared or scheduled groups that chal-
lenge conventional time and space
restrictions.

Contact with
the instructor and classmates
through e-mail can occur at any
time, not just during traditional
limited office hours. Further, an on
line course site can make a whole
host of campus services available to
students, including registration, aca-
demic advising, financial aid infor-
mation and forms, services for stu-
dents with disabilities and on line
tutoring etc.

8. Geared to Life long learning
The on line environment
fosters selfmotivated education. In
their every day lifes individuals do
not have a teacher at their side to
direct them in their acquisition of
new information. One of the roles
that need to perform as educators
is to teach students to find and learn
information on their own or in con-
cert with colleagues. Students di-
rect their own use of internet links,
discussion boards, e-mail and other



media. They establish a frame work
that gives precedence to the au-
tonomy of the learner.

9. An intimate community of
learners

One instructor after
another notes the surprisingly close
relationships that they have devel-
oped with their own line students.
They say that it is common for par-
ticipants in on - line courses to de-
velop a strong sense of community
that enhances the learing process.
As aresult of the relative anonym-
ity of on line courses, students are
much more related to open up and
reveal information about them-
selves in e-mails and on discussion
boards than they are in the face to
face discussions.

10. Innovation and Development

Learning re-
search planning, thinking and effort
that go into contructing and teach-
ing an on line course have also

References.

energised many faculty members,
who were going through the motion
after numerous years of teaching
the same courses, semester after se-
mester inthe same class room envi-
ronment. As a result, many senior
faculty members are actually lead-
ing the movement into on line edu-
cation. They are not scared of the in-
ternal and they quickly master the
course management system. Some
faculty members have learned that
their teaching styles do not work in
the on line environment. However,
Over a short period of time, who
were uncertain at first have

adapted to and discovered the satis-
faction creating and teaching on
line.

In conclusion,
on line education is one of the most
exciting enhancements to modern
education. On line education is nei-
ther right for all students or for all
faculties, but It frequently meets the
needs of both for an exciting, high
quality educational experience.
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Competency bas-d and task, based learning

In the past fifty years or so
class room practices have
undergone great changes. We have
~moved away from the teacher
centred (Convergence) to learner
centred (divergence) methodology.
The current thinking is that teaching
is not a unidirectional pouring
knowledge from a full vessel into
an empty one. It is very clear from
various studies that language
~ teaching and learning is a multi
dimensional and interdisciplinary
activity.

The new curricular reforms
introduced in the school system
from 2007 is based on the syllabus
that advocates competency and
competency levels A new set of text
book cum work book is presented
to acquire the language
competencies prescribed.
According to Halliday “if teachers
do not have a grasp of general
principals involved in the
methodology they may be
condemned to mechanical

22

S.Sundaramoorthy,
A.D.E.English

Zonal Education Office,
Vadamaradchy.

teaching”. Hence it is better to
have an explicit formulation and
discussion of what these theories
are and of what would be the best
for a particular purpose.

There are five basic
competencies in education. But
the curriculum reforms of 2007
aims at achieving the quality in
education through the language
competencies (subject oriented
competencies). Competency in
language is not a new term. In the
language teaching the linguist
Chomsky explores the
competence dividing it into the
grammatical = competence
(Linguistic competence) and the
pragmatic competence
(Performance). The grammatical
competence means the cognitive
state that encompasses all those
aspects of form and meaning of
language, their relation and the
underlying structures that enter
into that relation. Pragmatic
competence underlies the ability
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to use such knowledge 2long with
the conceptual system to achieve
certain ends or purposes. Chomsky
states “a person may have full
grammatical competence and no
pragmatic competence. Hence he/
she may have no ability to use a
language appropriately.

Another renounced linguist-
Dell Hymes puts forward
communicative competence that
includes the whole of the
amorphous range of facts included
under socio linguistic pragmatic
competence (the rules and
conventions for using language
items in contexts) and other factors
like attitudes values and motivation.
The difference between Chomsky

Syllabus type
Functional
Structures plus functions
Notional
Learner - generated
Interactional

Functional - Spiral around a structural core
Structural, functional, instrumental

Competency - based

Task - based

and Hymes i: :that Chomsky
considers the lin:guistic knowledge
and the ability to use it as difference
entities, whereas Hymes argues that
two entities are complementary in
achieving the goal of communicative
ability.

The communicative
competence includes everything
involving the use of language and
other communicative dimensions
like when to speak and not, the level
of loudness etc in a particular social
setting. Several communicative
syllabuses have been proposed by
different linguists.

The following are some of the
important ones:

Name associated with it
Jupp and Hodlin (1975)
Wilkins (1976)
Wilkins (1976)
Candlin (1976)
Widdowson (1976)
Brumfit (1980)

Allen (1980)

Grognet and Grandall
(1982)

Prabhu (1983)



The emphasis in all these is on
‘Language for communication’ and
hence their approach is called
‘Communicative’

Another interesting
approach is the Procedural
Syllabus (Prabhu and carrel 1980)

which does not take language as its

basic at all; learners learn language
through the performance of tasks and
activities.

The current curriculum
reforms gives emphasis on both the
Competency based and the task
based learning. The task based
teaching and learning process will
have the five model steps viz.

1.Engagement - The activities in
this section capture the student’s
attention. The activities should
stimulate their thinking and help
them access prior knowledge.

2.Exploration - In this section
students are given time to think,
plan, investigate and organise
collected information.

3. Explanation - students are now
involued in an analysis of their

exploration. Their undes siznding is
clarified and modified because of
reflective activities. '

4. Extension - This section gives
students the opportunity to expand
and solidify their understanding of
the concept and/or apply it to a real
world situation.

5. Evaluation - Evaluation can be
Self Evaluation, Evaluation by
groups and teachers Evaluation . As-
sessment any/or Evaluation can be
self Evaluation

Through the task based
lesson planning teachers help the
pupils to achieve the competency
levels prescribed in the syllabus.
Textbooks can be an instrument to
achieve the competency levels. But
it is not the only instrument to
achieve the aim. Any reference
books like Encyclopedia could be
used to achieve the competencies.

Teachers are practical down
to earth people who don’t need all
these theorizing is the general view
of many especially the experienced
ones who are not prepared to adapt
themselves to the changing world.
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The frequent complaint= are about
the high standard of the text books
and low level of the students.
Achieving the competency level is
the aim of learning and the
textbooks are only instruments to
achieve it. Different texts could be
chosen under multiple option
scheme and different text materials
could be selected to help the pupils
to achieve the selected competency.

Materials from text books or
from any reference books like
Encyclopedia could be diluted or
concentrated depending on the level
and capacity of the pupils.

The competency is two

pronged- subject dependent and

subject independent. The subject
dependent competency can be
further divided as Essential
competency is a must for all pupils
to achieve the selected competency.

Materials from text books or
from any reference books like
Encyclopedia could be diluted or
concentrated depending on the level
and capacity of the pupils.

The competency is two
pronged- subject dependent and
subject independent. The subject
dependent competency can be
further divided as Essential learning
competency and Desired learning
Competency, Essential learning
competency is a must for all pupils
irrespective of their levels. However
the achievement levels of the
students may vary according to
capability.

Positive attitude and
motivation of the learner have a great
impact on effective learning. The task
based learning through the five E
model steps will motivate the pupils.
Motivation can be Instrumental or
Integrative. Praises, rewards and due
recognition of the performance of
pupils will motivate them to engage
zealously in the activities put
forward before them. As long as the
pupils develop the instrumental
motivation, they show active
participation in activities. Integrative
motivation on the other hand
integrates the learner into the target
language community. Thus the
integrative motivation leads the
learner to understand the culture,
traditions and customs of English
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speaking people and they readily
accept positively the way of life of
the English culture. The integrative
motivation will continue
throughout the learners life. It is
true that highly motivated learners
will have positive attitude towards
learning English.

The activities given to
students should relate to authentic
situations which move the students

from passive learning conditions to
active participation. .

In nut shell the task based
and competency based learning
would widen the horizon of the
teachers and learners providing
fluency and accuracy, activating and
consolidating language and

knowledge and providing the variety
of learning activities and motivation

for the students.
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0l. &L U6vei &bg BSOS
(Visual/Spatial intellingence)

02. QumP&TiTHe [HIERILOI
(Verbal/Linguistic intelligence)

03. sires fhwrer / seflls Hieiog
(Logical/Mathamatical intellingence)

04. ®_L60 &MTHG [HIEHIO
(Bodily/Kinesthetic intellingence )

05. @ene &iHS HIEHIOG)
(Musical. Rhythmic intellingence )



06. Fapsld FNihG BSOS
(Interpersonal intellingence )

07. peiefleney &TihS HIERIDS
(Intrpersonal intellingence )

08. Qubens FNThd BRI
(Naturalistic intellingence )

09. QUENSHID &FiTHS [HISHILDS.
(Spiritual intellingence )

10. @mUSwd Frihs HISKILS
(Existential intellingence )

11. efuilwib &b HISHILODH
(Moral intellingence )
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D1. Visual/Spatial intellingence Architects, Engineers, Mechanics, Visual
artisists, Inventors, Sculptors, Navigators,
Designers

[2.Verbal/Linguistic intelligence Poets,J ournalist, Writer, Teacher, Lawyer]
Politician, Translator, Philosophers

D3.Logical/Mathamatical intellingence| Scientists, Engineers, Computer
Programmers, Researchers, Accountants,
Mathematicians, doctors, Economists

D4.Bodily/Kinesthetic intellingence Athletes, Physical educaion
teachers, Dancers, Actors, Firefighters,
Artisans

)5 Musical Rhythmic intellingence Musician, Discjockey, Singer, Composer

P6.Interpersonal intellingence Counsellor, SalespersonsPolitician, Busnesg
person, Teacher, Social workers Manager

ﬁn&pexsonal intellingence Counsellor, Criticizer.Leader, Intellingent,
Psychologists, Scientists, Writers,
Philosophers

D8 Naturalistic intellingence Scientists, Naturalists,Gardeners,
Farmers, Conservationists.

[9.Spiritual intellingence Philosophers, Psychologists

[10 Existential intellingence

Philosophers, Psychologists

Il 1.Moral intellingence

Philosophers, Psychologists, Counsellor
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The Teacher

| took a piece of living clay,

And gently formed it Day by Day,
And moulded it with power and art
A young c hild’s soft yielding heart.

| came again when years were gone.
It was a man | looked upon.

He still that early impress bore,

And | could change that form no more.

All Leanied Behaviour
Canbe unlearned
And new Behaviour
Can be learned.

Learning with out thinking is
useless, Thinking without learning

is dangerous.

-Confucious
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Jaffna District School Sports Meet - 2007

Games Summary - Vadamaradchy Schools.

S.No School Place | Age | Event

1. | J/Hartley College Frist 15B Chess

2. | J/Hartley College Frist 19B Chess

3. | J/Nelliyady M.M.V Second | 15B Chess

4. | J/Methodist GH.S Second | 19G Chess

5. | J/Vada Hindu Ladies College | Second | 15G Chess

6. | J/Nelliyady MM.V Second | 19B TableTemis
7. | /Methodist GH.S Third 19G Badmintion
8. | J//Methodist GH.S Third 15G Volley Ball
9. | J/Methodist GH.S Third 19G Badmintion
10. | J/Vigneswara College Third 19B Badminton
11. | J/Hartley College Third 19B Physical

Training
12. | J/VadaHingu grils College Third 19G Net Ball
13. | J/Nelliyady M.M.V Third 15G Chess

AP aIe0BBIOr APsOBAIT.
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English Language Day - 2007 Winners
| Provincial level.
Event Grade Place Name School
Creative 10 2nd R.Sobana J/Uduppiddy girls College.
writing
Copy 12 3rd S.Tharsiga J/Methodist Girls H.S.
Writing
Dictation 08 1st R.Ramja J/Methodist Girls H.S.
5 Dictation 09 2_nd Y. Thabeetha J/Methodist Girls H.S.
Dictation 09 . 3rd B.Kabilan J/Hartley College.
Dictation 10 ist R.Sobana J/Uduppiddy girls College.
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Continuation of Page 17

On-line Education

e - Sri Lanka Development

The objective of e-lanka develop-
ment project is to Promote use of
Information and Communication
Technologies (ICT) to enhance
growth employment and equity
through afford able access to means
of Information and Communication
(ii) access to and use of public in-
formation and services on - line by
citizens and businesses; and (iii)
competitiveness of private sector
particularly of knowledge indus-
tries. The e-development. project
consists of six key programs (1) ICT
policy leadership and Instutional
Development program. (2) the ICT
Human Resources Development
and industry promotion program (3)
The Regional Tele Communication
network. (4) The Tele centre Devel-
opment Program. (5) The re-engi-
neering Government program and
(6) The e-society program.

Re-Engineering is the fun-
damental rethinking and radical re-
design of business processes to
achieve, dramatic improvements in
critical contemporary measures of

performance such as cost quality
and speed. Information and Com-
munication Technology Agency
(ICTA} functioning under the
president has already initiated
projceis in the south to produce
digitized scanned birth, that mar-
ried certificates from the Divi-
sional Secretary Offices within 3
to 5 minutes and this process will
be extended to our areas soon.
This scheme would pave the way

for revolutionary process of trans- -

forming our citizens to be digi-
tized citizens carrying digitized
documents which are more com-
fortable and safe for possession.
These are fine steps that could
enable the people to step into the
digitized era with confidence and
trust.

As Arther C.Clarke in his
famous article or rather writing of
science factor rightly predicted in
1954, that there would be a wire-
less world, today we exprience the
beneficial changes rendered by the
digital based inventions. In finan-
cial institutions such as banks,
faster and more secure transac-

Digitized byfidoolaham Foundation.
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tions namely cashless (credit card
etc), paperless, scriptless, and face-
less transactions has already been
introduce to the enormous benefit
of the public. we are hopeful that
very soon that parallel digitized
schmes will be made available in
educational institutions also that
task teaching and process of learn-
ing willbe facilitated.

A New Dimension in higher

education

The “Vision” of Government
is to transform the country into a
“Knowledge and science based de-
veloped country by 2017...... with
full computer literacy and penetra-
tion. The distance education mod-
ernization project (DEMP) will link
the content delivery net work to the
National On line Education Services
(NODES) access centres (NACS)
through out the country is a great

Proposed Programmes

1. Bachelor of Information
Technology. (BIT)

2. Bachelor of Business
Administration. (BBA)

3. Bachelor of Business
Management. (BBM)

3

(&5

boost to achieving the abone vision.
Web -based delivery is the most
modern tools in On Line Distance
Learning and this in the first time
in the history of the country, this
was law cheel on February 08"
2008.

The NODES project funded
by the Asian Develpopment Bank
started in 2003 with a mandate to
increase access to higher education
particularly rural areas in Sri
Lanka. Through the use of modern
distance education technologies
students will study for recognized
degrees and diplomas programmes
from all credited Universities In-
stitutions and professional Asso-
ciations. A student who have sat for
G.C.E A/L s with three subjects can
more forward with this new tech-
nology and select the diploma de-
gree programmes suitable to his/
her capacity. From the following in-
stitutions.

Institutions

University of Moratuwa
University of Peradeniya

University of Jaffna



4. Master of Arts in Teacher
Education. (MATE)

5. Diploma in professional
Management (DMP)

6. Diploma in library and
Informatio Services. (DLT)

7. Diploma Project management

-

This technology will offer
youths who have been denied ac-
cess to convential Universities,
despite acquiring the entry level
qualifications at GC.E A/Ls, an al-
ternative path to tertiary qualifica-
tions. Such a flexible learning en-
vironment will also exhibit the
hither to dormant talent among our
youth to acquire educational
qualificators most wanted by indus-
try and labour market. Through this
development the tradition of “same
time same, same place, only some
people” of the conventional envi-
ronment is giving way to the “any-

Open University ofSri Laika

Sri Lanka Institute of Development
Administration.
Sri Lanka Library Associate

Institute of Quantity surveyors

time, any place, any body, instruc-
tion model. This marks an impor-
tant milestone in the country’s ODL
evolution by creating a new plat
form and reconfigures the way a
student learns. Networked learning
in a “Networked society” - Access-
ing libraries Scholors, Networks,
and information world wide, - is
evolving and the public and private
institution have enormous oppor-
tunities to devlop their business.
The new technology of the on line
distance learning marks a shift in
learning paradigms. It address the
issues of access quality and equity.
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