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Vision
“An exemplary College in creating best records in discipline, education,
Lingual proficiency and co-curricular activities.”

Mission
“Dedication of Service with the contribution of the resource persons and the old students living in inland
and abroad for Obtaining the required resources and Maximizing the achievements of the college”
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EDUCATION FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

If a society is to grow and be human, values have to be cherished. The
educational system should not only promote academic achievement but also
human virtues simultaneously. It is the unanimous view of educationists all over
the world that there is a need for a holistic educational system based on this
concept. As an example, I wish to quote excerpts from the reportofthe DeLors
Commission on Education for the Twenty-first Century which delineates the
tasks of education as follows:

“It is to succeed in its tasks, education must be organized around four
fundamental types of learning which, throughout a person’s life, will in a way be

the pillars of knowledge: learning to know, that is acquiring the instructions of
understanding, learning to do, so as to be able to act creatively on one's environment, learning to live '@

together, so as to participate and co-operate with other people in all human activities, and learning to be, an
essential progression which proceeds from the previous three. Of course, these four paths of knowledge all
form a whole, because there are many forms of contact, interaction and exchange among them. Yet formal
education has traditionally focused mainly, if not exclusively. on learning to know and to a lesser exten t on
learning to do. The two others are to a large extent left to chance, or assumed to be the natural products of
the two former. The Commission believes that equal attention should be paid in all organized learning to
each of these four pillars. So that education is regarded as a total experience throughout life, dealing with
both understanding and application, and focusing on both the individual and the individual’s place in
society.

Howlimbibed learning to be as a student of Trincomalee RKM. Hindu College.

My memories roll back to the nineteen forties and fifties when I was a student and later an English teacher
at Trincomalee RKM Hindu College, which was then under the management of the Rama Krishna Mission.
The Principals and the teaching staff were role models for devotion to duty, dedication and character. That
instilled in my mind reverence to teachers and elders and was able to mould my character too. Learning the
lives and teachings of Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and Swami Vivekananda and following the objectives
of the Mission by developing steadfast faith in God and respect for other faiths, which automatically lead to
peaceful and harmonious co-existence with other communities. Participation in cultural programs,
elocution and essay competitions organized by the College, based on faith and values reinforced the
convictions. Motivation by teachers to engage in selfless service to the society strengthened the belief that
“Service to man is service to God”. Through this learning process 1 was able to translate into action the
values thatlimbibed in school throughout my life and I am really proud to call myself a past student of RKM
Hindu College.

The management also provided an opportunity for students to learn Sanskrit in school as an optional
subject, presumably for the benefit of those who wished to learn Hindu scriptures on their own even at
some later stage. Houses for sports meet were named as Ramakrishna house, Vivekananda house,
Vipulananda house etc. so as to educate students how values could be applied even in the field of sports,
which tradition is still being followed by the College.

Another valuable lesson | was able to learn while in school was simplicity and sacrifice. RKM Hindu College,
Sivananda Vidyalayam and some other schools in the Eastern Province managed by Ramakrishna Mission
were then under the supervisory control of Swami Nadarajananda who was stationed at Batticaloa.
Whenever he visited Hindu College and wanted to return to Batticaloa, he used to walk from the College to
the Trincomlee railway station, carrying his bedding himself and travelled by the bug-infested third-class
compartment. Some of us used to accompany him to the railway station. Such was his simplicity and
sacrifice.

Even though there are deficiencies in the progression on learning to be in our present system of education,
such deficiencies could always be supplemented through integration of values in the teaching system
without making any changes whatsoever in the curriculum, by proper training imparted to teachers. Thisis |
not a theory but something practiced in countries like Australia following the integral system adopted by |
the Sri Sathya Sai Institute of Higher Learning, which has been referred to as a “Model Institute” by the
Association of Indian Universities. This is a valuable gift to the world of education.

Dynamic parenting is an integral part of education, which is not given its due place in our educational
system. Thisaspectalso needs attention to evolve a holistic system of education.

Isincerely thank the editor of “Saaral” and the T/RKM Koneswara Hindu College O.B.A for this opportunity.
T.Kulaveerasingam,

Anold student- Retd.Asst.Secretary to the Governor - North East Province
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Best wishes on your OBA day

Hatton National Bank
Trincomalee Branch

“Your Partner in Progress”

No. 59, Ahambaram Road, Trincomalee
Tel : 026 2222572, 026 2221092, 026 2222801
Fax:026 2222610
E-mail : trinco@hnb.lk
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