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To our lovely ammearma friend

Ammamma, your smiling face is still captured in our eyes. More than a
mother and as a good friend we felt a consistent love of you. You lived
a quite long life. But for us, you left too early. Though we miss your
hugs and kisses we still cherish you. Ammamma, |

Your heart,

Whiter than the petals of the white lotus

Which bloom from the deepest and the thickest mud.

The immortal smile you adorned
Revive the mortals back to life.
Dulcet voice,

Despite the wrinkled skin of age
Never lost its pitch.

Your determined thoughts,
Stronger than the strongest iron.
Your love is the universe,

Never ends and ever expands.
Your non-luxurious appearance,
Embodies divinity

With a nimbus of great splendor.
In your name abodes Saraswathy

The goddess of wisdom and art.
And you abode in our lotus of the heart
Forever with us.

Ammamma, let’s take a trip in our memory lane.
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::' ‘When we were younger, we follow you copycatting whatever you do,

e

)

.\:;\\1 give us food with your hands if we refuse to eat. You teach us some

like how you eat, how you write, how you comb your hair and all. You

“songs, thirukkurals, and thevarams. Also, you teach us dance steps and

methods to do exercise. Being an expert artist, you encourage us and
gives us advice in aesthetic activities. You treasure your childhood
memories with us. Still remember, we put pearl necklaces on our pet
hens, hearing that you did the same when you were young like us.
Also, you say that you never cried at your school as your mother said
not to cry before anyone.

You keep things routine and punctual. It was quite annoying when you
knock on the bed to wake up us early in the morning and scolds us if
we were late to sleep: p. You often tell us good habits, point out if we
did wrong. We learned to consume less water and other resources
without wasting them. You never wasted even a piece of paper. It may
because you studied in a boarding school.

You used to take us on “uppumootai” when we were small. You
prepare tasty meals for all of us. You thread needles yourself and
stitches dresses for us and covers for furniture. Mesmerizingly, you did
all these despite your age. You were strong both in your mind and
physique.

Days over days, we became thick friends. We play together, sings
together and watch TV together. Sweat are the days we all together
catnap on the bed where our pet cat joins us too. We put you makeup
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and nail polish, styles your hair with trending hairstyles. Surprisingly, |
you had thick, dense hair with only a few white hairs. We learned to
put braids on your hair. You calmly allowed us to do all those on you.
Probably, the phone’s gallery fills with your photos with different
poses plus our beautiful selfies. How cute were you when you asked
for skipping rope to join us to skip at 90?

You always reserve a small amount of food on your plate for the pets
as an ardent pet lover.

It's exciting when you grab our hands to read palm line to tell good
fortune. We also learned a bit of palmistry from you. You always ask us
to be doctors in the future. Not only us but also you tell any children
you meet to study hard and to become a doctor.

We open your cupboard without your knowledge to examine the old
things you used in the past. Thecolourful old book on embroidery is
the most eye-catching. Your neatly written letters both in Tamil and
English, the designs you drew all inspired us. We love the uniquely
designed dresses you made for our mother that we saw in the old
photos. We feel jealousy to see those elegant dresses. You must have
been a good fashion designer.

We heard that you were a bright student at school and do math well.
Moreover, we learned that during your training once you knit a basket
only by seeing it that others didn’t. Amazingly, you never took
measurements to stitch clothes. You had the ability to do things
measuring with your eyes. Also, we come to know that you nicely
choreographed dances for competitions. Indeed, you are an intelligent
and creative one who is one in thousands.

We come to know much more about you after you're gone. To be said,
you are an actual iron lady, stronger than iron was your mind. You
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%}qroke the rules of an ordinary life. You made a revolution. You didn’t

) just hurdled the obstacles but made them vanished. You rebuilt the

. school which was razed to the ground, in one night. It testimonies how
\obstmate were you in your goal. You fought for injustice. You've been
the leader in the women’s association. You served people with hunger.
Sheltered many to educate them.

To be honest, you lived as a new-aged woman of Bharathi.

“Nimirntha nannadai nerkonda paarvayum nilaththil yaarkkum
anjaatha nerigalum.....

The words perfectly matches you.

Ammamma, with all the scars and sorrows in your life you lived long
for us up to 91 years. If not you would have crossed 100.
Ammamma, you showered dews of love on us. You are the greatest
gift from our mother. You lived selflessly only for us.

We never knew what sadness is before. We never knew whatloss is
before. You showed us all that in a second. Happy were the days you
were with us. Now ammappa and you are all around us as a god
protecting us where ever we go.

You had put a strong foundation. You had a dream. The dream you had,
we will definitely accomplish it. Cause, we are your grandchildren.

Yours lovely

grandchildren,
Shiyeni
Aagarshan
Sarushni

Atheishan
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