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5 N
Garaib afBHaib
arnl @muipnisdpenio. CoouGnas wnsn Ganelaibg Guneny. enuim) L,eng
SULNGE. GILIHLD LGSIDTeoT eT60Tm) ClFmeben wpwiteiil L meyld Ganelsd
BLADLDBENET @UDMIGTS HennGeumiil sudbLeul Seuj. Sletm GCanelaybel Gumsoteu
HEOT QULDHSLONE SILDIHLD SLFeTHHeD GHDIHE! CBNCOOILIT. Lyeme ShILbULDTEeN L &l
L,emEGWINE QFLAPLD. USFIILML6DHEHLD ABMLIHSHET. UGS S6udbse Ghiipeur
EhFDIHHD RbSS eUbHMBHSN6N. LemFularGung sredGandbLd erphel HDoeLD
WpLpHeTLE Sdpboeyd GeuentiBLd. CoHeuGHEanIHe (e SbULeuaTe GiLdhLD
LDeOTEFETRIBLLD Shalaill L gil Stevell et LpgiaimeemDd SnhGEs Sl ibper! SLGUNENSL
mrsfesD SUUHSTETTD! SeuT HBEHED UL BLIESEUTHTET TeTDIaiLD
LoeoTEleUNEREmLDL LML.GLN® LGS eFaubmsudla SenLiypnsGe Sdbhboal.
GCaaunnsnGeu (p&ENE GUITLE eppboLl RsaoTe0ttBHTGET SrdbeuLDEG: Sl
QENBHEMN.. SieudbenLw 65l BhHe Webleiliped Qb (ebeih GBLOULD eunpEing.
Sieuell (Bl LIeTtTE6T (LSBT BHSTe HLE aen@lunssT SeufsCem®
fwnenswinsGey GuAlLE GhdbD. Sheomed SeuiseEnoHGH UsTefleunsabel Cuns
SigninBluieene! Slsieueney Leflponssd snsdpmisen Gomeaiemel...... SlupGu
LisOLILIGD 6Te0aTentlGE\ETEuoTIRIRHENT. LLsmE (Lplphss asflilalsenen! @dbeunemey
SniFns SLFT K1 Csalba ShATeuSbEHs QHNetnpdbhEEUTE SHTe
FWHlEmETeY S EUHST.

- oy orl_Gaui -

Anisemsioeaefl 42 |42 ews 2024

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



London Pages

Short story Vathani Sivathasan

thas been almosl thirty years since

I made my home in the lively city
of London. The city never redls, and I
have witnessed its growth and
transformation. Despite the busy urban
lifestyle, my constant yearning is to spend
quality time with my family and loved
ones. Yesterday, a letter from my father,
who lives in Sri Lanka, arrived in my
possession, The letter showed their
cagerness to meet my children and
requested that I visit Sri Lanka annually.
It brought me great joy (o receive a
communication from my father, as 1
understood the immense significance it
- held for him to spend time with his

Four Letters

grandchildren. After receiving the letter, I discussed it with my wife, and we realized
we were exhausted from working long hours in fluctuating weather conditions in
London. We were both tired and in need of a break. Therefore, we decided to plan
a trip to Sri Lanka for our children during the school holiday. We informed our
children of our decision. and they were ecstatic and thrilled to see their grandparents.
We have completed all the preparations for our trip, including booking flights and
planning our itinerary. We were eagetly expecting the opportunity to discover Sri
Lanka’s vibrant culture, exotic wildlife, and breathtaking landscapes. It would
provide a much-needed respite from our hectic schedules, and we eagerly expected

the opportunity to enjoy meaningful moments with our family and loved ones. My
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wife and I have carefully planned. We
have booked several weeks off work and
organized our [light tickets. After ensuring
everything was correctly arranged for our
trip, I immediately phoned my dad to
inform him of our departure date and
arrival time at Katunayake International
Airport.

The day of our departure arrived, and
my family and I embarked on our journcy
to Heathrow International Airport. While
I read a book, my wifc and children filled
with joy and entertained (hemselves by
watching movies and having conversations
during the flight..

Al long lasl, following ten hours of
travel, we reached Katunayake International
Airport. Despite the fatigue from the
flight, the prospect of reuniting with my
parents gave us renewed energy.. My
parents warmly smiled and embraced us
upon our arrival at our destination.. They
planned for a comfortable van to transporl
us from the airport to their residence in
Colombo, which was a two-hour drive
away.

As we made our way through the
city, [ could not help but feel nostalgic.
It had been fifteen years since 1 lasl visited
Sri Lanka, and the sights and sounds of
the city were both familiar and new. Upon
reaching their house, a wave of joy washed
over me as [ realized it was the same

place T had spent my childhood in. It felt
like time had stood siill. When my parents
saw us, they were cqually thrilled, and
we spent the night catching up and
reminiscing about old times.

As soon as we arrived in Sri Lanka,
[ was excited about the adventures ahead.
The following day, my family and [ sat
together in the hallway, surrounded by
my childhood home’s familiar sounds
and smells. We talked about old times,
laughing and reminiscing, until my dad
interrupted us by handing me a box.

My dad surprised and touched me
by interrupting us and handing me a box
that he had kept safe for me. [ could not
help but wonder how many years had
been since I last saw it.

I took the box to my room, eager to
see what was inside. When I opened it.
| was welcomed by a display of
meticulously arranged and well-preserved
minor ilems. However, what caught my
cyc were the four letters nestled within.
They were all written by my closesl [riend,
Thuraisingam, or Thurai. As I rcad cach
letter, memories of our time logether
flooded back. Two letters were from our
days studying in Colombo. and the other
two were from afler I had left the country.

Thurai and 1 had been classmates
since childhood, and we were inseparable.
We used to carry a book about Mao’s
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political thoughts in our pockets as if it
were a precious treasure. It symbolised
our shared idealism and belief that armed
contlict was the only way for Tamil people
to achieve freedom. The government had
introduced a policy of slandardising marks
to control the higher education of Tamils,
This policy prompted my friend to become
involved in political activities full-time.
I had not been as heavily involved. “I
eagerly awaited letters from my dear
friend. As I read through the first letter,
which my dear friend wrote in 1974 when
I was still living in Sri Lanka, a deep
sense of respect for him filled me,
accompanied by a profound feeling of
self-loathing.. It contained a detailed
account of all the events during that
period. With the change in political climate,
my father had brought me to Colombo
to keep me safe from the escalating
violence. It was during this time that my
friend Thurai joined the Tamil youth
forum and wrote to me about all the
activities he was involved in.

Living in Colombo, I made the
decision not to reply to his letter as the
activities turned violent and were directed
towards the government. Now, I carry
the weight of guilt for not responding to
my friend’s plea for communication.
Thurai never criticized my displacement
from Karaveddy to Colombo; instead, he
understood my situation and urged me to

study hard and write back whenever
possible. Unfortunately, I never did, and
even now, I do not know if he is still alive
or has passed away. The letter was dated
July 28, 1975,

After reading for a while in my room,
my wife interrupted to inform me that
we had visitors waiting. I placed the letlers
in a box and joined the visitors. Later, I
returned to my room and read the second
letter. In this letter, Thurai described the
murder of a prominent political leader.
To my surprise, he was present then and
believed the incident was justified. He
also revealed that he was involved. |
found it difficult to accept this, as I firmly
believe that killing is never the answer,
even when it comes to one’s enemies. T
toyed with the idea of writing back to
him, but ultimately, I chose not to.

During that particular period, Thurai
maintained his belief in class struggle
and continued spreading propaganda
within his community. However, in his
latest letter, I noticed a significant shift
in his focus towards the struggle forracial
cquality. I found it hard to comprehend
the reasoning behind this change in his
beliefs. In his letter, Thurai explained that
the racial war had intensified, making it
imperative to address this issue before
focusing on the class struggle. I found
his argument challenging to accept.
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After this, he didn’( writc any letters.
So, I concentrated on my studics and my
job. In the meantime, 1 also got married.

During this time, it reflected their
fight against the army in Colombo.

That happened in 1983, There were
big riots in Colombo againgt Tamils. In
these riots, rioters killed many Tamil
people, looted most of the Tamils™ shops,
and raped many women.. It forced us to
go to refugee camps in Colombo.After
these things happened, my father asked
me to travel to a foreign country. So, [
came to London as a refugee. Then, after
some months, I called my wife over too.

Time has always come to a standstill
for everyone. It operated on its own accord.
Despite our personal preferences, we had
to synchronize our actions with the
progression of time. In 2009, a significant
conflict arose between the government
forces and the fighters for freedom. Several
nations contributed to the victory in the
government’s battle. Sadly, they were
triumphant in that war, causing our warriors
to lose everything.

In 2011, many people who came to
London as refugees visiled Sri Lanka as
tourists. Time, again, hurried. The Tamil
people in Sri Lanka, especially those
involved in the fighting, faced mistreatment
from their own pcople. So, the status of
these freedom fighters became questionable.

My wife was angry that I was spending
all my time reading the letters. So, | went
to dinner before returning to read my
friend’s other letter.

This letter was dated 22-05-2002. In
it, my friend said he had trained for and
joined one of the armed movements, He
fought in lots of battles and won them.
However, in the same letter, he mentioned
the killing of some Tamils who started
to fight for freedom in a different group.
He said he didn’t like that. It appeared to
mc that he was getting frustrated with the
fighting.

Finally, I read the fourth letter. This
one was written in 2009. In this letter,
my friend mentioned that he had been
wounded and told me about his present
life. He asked me to come to see him. I
was worried about him. I was almost
crying at his words.

I wished to have a meeting with him.
The following day, we arranged for the
rental of a van and embarked on a journey
to Jaffna to visit our periyamma. Upon
reaching our destination, I reflected on
my friend and inquired about his
whereabouts.

I was informed by Periyvamma that
he had passed away three days prior
because of his injury. [ was deeply shocked
and shed tears in silence.
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Time flies they say

Some days make you feel great
 Othersdon’t
 Butthats ok
 You know why
~ Because when you look back you will see

~ All the perfect memories you seek

_Rolling like a movie tape till the end of time
~ That you could rewatch every single time
/ smile a frown

fmisengLoehafl 42 (47| ems 2024

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



76
Late

They say do it when times right '
Is there ever aright time
Bottling all these feelings inside
When do | break free

Or will that just never be

Can |
Or not

Does it matter

When | got a boiling pot

Its bu}ning my hands through
But you don’t hold on too

| am | that much of a burden
‘Do | have to swallow back all the emotion
No cause now its too late

Over time | realised :

There was never the right time

Ay Vonspan
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