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LONDON PAGES

Thevakie Karunagaran

Bombay to New York

Jocelyn was jolted awake by the co-pilot's urgent voice over the PA system,
announcing an unexpected landing at the next airport. The news rippled
through the cabin, sparking concern and speculation among the passengers.

As murmurs swelled into a worried chorus, Jocelyn's mind raced with
anxious thoughts. Was there a problem with the plane? Could they be in
danger? She glanced at her son, James, still half-asleep and clutching her
hand.

“Mum, are we still going to New York?” James mumbled, his voice thick
with sleep. “Where are we landing now?"
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Jocelyn tried to soothe him, pulling
him close. “I'm not sure, dear. Don’t
worry; Everything will be fine. Just go
back to sleep,” she whispered, gently
patting his back.

Tuming fo the passenger beside
her, whom she had been chatting with
since they flew out of Mumbai, Jocelyn
sought reassurance. To her surprise,
he was not in his seat. Concerned,
she wondered if he had encountered
trouble in the restroom.

Throughout her thirty-five years,
Jocelyn had never set foot on an
aeroplane. Enticed by the view outside
their window, she and her son James
watched in awe as the jet soared
through the sky, devouring kilometres
with each passing minute. The sky
was clear, light blue, with different-
shaped white clouds sailing beneath it.
As they watched, the sun descended
leisurely to the west, and the clouds
and the heavenly region turned pink
and red.

“Look, Mum, it's so beautiful!”
James exclaimed, pointing at the
breathtaking sight.

“Yes, it truly is,” Jocelyn replied,
running her fingers through his thick
curls. Her eyes shimmered with a
hint of sadness. She glanced out the
window again, taking in the serene
beauty of the sky as the sun dipped
below the horizon, painting the clouds
and sky in hues of pink and red.

Jocelyn, with her black hair drawn

back into a bun accentuating her
beautiful facial bone structure, sat
with her son, James, on their first
flight. Her only adornment was a thin
gold chain with a cross around her
olive-skin neck.

Six hours into the smooth flight,
Jocelyn was alarmed by a sudden
shaking of the seat beside her and
a heavy thud. She turned to see her
tall, young co-passenger lying on
the floor, having an epileptic seizure.
She quickly rang the bell for the flight
attendant and some of the other
passengers. But no staff responded
immediately.

Laying her arm on James’s
shoulder to comfort him, she
explained, “He is having an epileptic
fit, dear, like your uncle Ravi. Sit in
your seat while Amma helps him.”

Jocelyn swiftly attended to the
man, ensuring no objects near him
could harm him. She asked a fellow
passenger tc help her roll him over
to his left, explaining that this would
prevent his tongue from blocking his
airway. After the seizure subsided,
she placed a pillow under his head,
loosened his jacket and shirt, and
prepared him for the flight attendant’s
arrival.

When the flight attendant finally
arrived, Jocelyn stepped aside,
relieved that she had been able to
assist. The attendant thanked her,
confirming that she had done the
right thing.
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Dinner was served a little later.
Halfway through the meal, Jocelyn
observed that her co-passenger did
not touch his food but sat staring
ahead. ‘He looks so pale; he should
be eating his dinner! | should tell him
to eat. Turning to him, she asked,

“Why don't you have something
to eat?’

“I don't feel like eating. | feel
exhausted after the seizure that |
suffered.”

“Have the hot tea with some exira
sugar. It will boost you up.” She
passed her sachet of sugar onto his
tray.

“Thanks. Yes, I'll try.” He made
the tea with the extra sugar and drank
it. After a while, he sat up from his
reclining position.

“Thank you. | feel much better. You
must have attended to me before the
flight attendant could come to my help.
I may not have been seated here if it
had not been for your prompt care.
Thank you ever so much,” he said
with an obligatory smile.

Jocelyn noticed that his English
was accented. Wonder which country
he is from? She thought.

Eating his dinner, for courtesy
sake, he engaged in a conversation
with her.

“My name is Victor. Your name?”

“Jocelyn.” Placing her hand on
James, “This is my son James,”

“Hi James, | am Victor. How old
are you?”

“Thirteen”

“You are a good-looking young
man.” Victor moved forward and
looked at the iPad in James’s hand.
“Are you playing chess? Do you enjoy
playing the game?”

“Yes, very much,” responded

James. ;
“He won the year eight Interschool
Chess championship last year. He
is very bright,” Jocelyn beamed with
pride.

“Are you going to New York for a
conference?” asked Jocelyn, trying to
keep the conversation going.

Victor hesitated for a second, then
replied, “Yes, yes. Are you going to
visit relatives or friends in New York?”

“No,” she said, reluctant to delve
into her struggles. Yet, with a long
journey ahead, she welcomed the
distraction of conversation.

“l am going for my son’s treatment,”
her voice trembling, eyes shimmering
with unshed tears. "My son has
leukaemia. | am taking him to a
hospital in New York for treatment.
He needs a bone marrow transplant,
and we have found a suitable donor
there. This treatment is not available
in my country. | am from South India.”

“But isn’t medical treatment
expensive in New York?”

Victor inquired, showing more
interest now.

“Yes, | am aware of it. Although
we are not well off, | am determined
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to get the treatment that will cure my son. | sold all my property, my gold
Jewellery, and borrowed money for this treatment,” she explained, her voice
filled with determination and love for her son.

“My son is Everything to me. My days and nights, my every breath, and
my heartbeat are focused only on his recovery,” she continued, wiping away
the tears that had begun to flow. “Excuse me, | couldn’t contain my emotions.”

‘I understand. What about your husband... partner?” Victor asked, offering
his condolences.

‘He died in an accident a few years ago,” Jocelyn replied softly.

“l am confident James will respond to the treatment and be cured. | am
praying to God. Please pray for him. He needs the prayers of good people
like you,” she said, her voice filled with hope.,

Upon hearing her request, Victor looked at her with disbelief and
compassion. After a moment of hesitation, he replied, “Yes, I will.”

“Thank you, Victor, thank you again,” she said, smiling through tears.

‘Let God have mercy on your son,” Victor said softly, closing his eyes.

“Thank you,” Jocelyn replied, placing her hand on his. “Oh, you are so
cold! Here, use this extra blanket,” she said, covering him. “You need another
warm drink.” She buzzed the flight attendant for assistance.

Victor sipped the warm drink and said, “/ feel warm now; thanks for your
concern.”

As the lights were turned off for the night, Jocelyn noticed that Victor was
restless, looking at his watch and walking up and down the aisle. Feeling
sorry for him, she cuddled with James, who was already asleep.

kkhkkhkkkhkhhiidk

After anxiously awaiting a further announcement, the captain’s voice
boomed through the PA system again.

“Ladies and Gentlemen, we will soon descend into Oslo Gardermoen
Airport. Cabin crew, please prepare for arrival. Passengers, when disembarking,
please take all your belongings with you. Rest assured, you will be put up in
Star hotels until you check in for New York, which will be within twelve hours.
We are experiencing a minor technical problem. However, there is no need
for alarm, and on behalf of United Airlines, | extend our sincerest apologies
for the inconvenience. Thank you”

Jocelyn felt a maddening terror and a surge of adrenaline; now, she was
sure the plane was going to crash. Is this the end of our lives? Her throat
went dry. James looked up at her with fear in his eyes; he was speechless.
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She gathered him in her arms; she
heard his heart hammering against
her chest.

“Nothing bad is going to happen,
dear. Itis only an engine problem. Be
brave. Holy Mary, help us,” she said
as she made the sign of the cross.

There was commotion amongst
the passengers. Their thoughts were
running wild. They were petrified that
their lives and dreams were being
snatched before time. You could hear
whispers, “The plane is sure to crasu;
we would all die, | never thought that
we would die in this manner.” One or
two passengers were on their mobiles,
with tear-tinged faces whispering,
“l love you, baby,” and “Love you
very much.” They thought they were
having the last word with their loved
ones. Over this were heard bursts of
‘Oh! My God! Oh! Jesus saves us.”
Some passengers huddled together,
chanting prayers, and waited. Jocelyn
sat shivering, with her arms around
her son.

As the plane descended, panic
spread among the passengers

The Pilot skillfully landed the
plane at Oslo Airport, prompting
applause and tears of relief from the
passengers.

The Pilot said, “Ladies and
gentlemen, please remain seated
with your seatbelt securely fastened
until the seat belt sign is turned off.”

While everyone waited, two airport
security officers and armed police

boarded the aircraft and marched
straight down the aisle to the aircraft’s
rear. An argument in deep voices
ensued, and soon after, a stout man
with dark, wavy hair and wearing a
brown leather jacket was handcuffed
and roughly escorted off the plane
while he swore loudly. The murmur
rose again but subsided when the
Pilot announced, “Everything is under
control, nothing to worry. Please
disembark quietly when the seat belt
sign is off.” Jocelyn and James armived
safely at JFK Airport in New York the
following evening. Passengers were
given priority at immigration and were
swiftly taken to the baggage claim
area.

After a restful night, her friend and
host, Stella Jocelyn, came downstairs
with a warm greeting and the aroma
of breakfast cooking.

When Jocelyn walked over to
the breakfast table, the full-blown
face of Victor, her fellow passenger,
stared up at her from the newspaper.
In amazement, she picked up the
morning’s Washington Post and read
the headlines, ‘Miraculous Escape
from Death of the Passengers on
United Airlines Boeing 777.’

Jocelyn’s body turned cold and
clammy. Feeling faint, she sat down at
the breakfast table. Stella snatched the
newspaper from her and read it aloud
with an expression of disbelief and
concern. “Three hundred passengers
onboard the United Airlines Flight
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No UA789 were miraculously saved
by the terrorist’s apparent change
of mind.

“The man in this photo gave his
name as Victor. His real name and
country of origin are unknown. Sources
have revealed that when interrogated
by notable terrorist investigation unit
officials, it was found that Victor and
his accomplice Ron had planned to
hijack the United Airlines flight and
crash it into the sea. “

Stella paused and locked at
Jocelyn's pale face, “Are you alright,
Jo?” Jocelyn could only nod; she was
shivering. Stella continued.

“When questioned, it was revealed
that six hours into the flight, Victor
had a severe epileptic fit from which
he had been free for many years.
He lost consciousness, and before
the flight aftendant came to his aid,
a fellow passenger, an Indian woman
seated next to him, provided the first
aid that he needed.

“So, it was you, Jo?’ asked Stella,
looking up from the newspaper.

Jocelyn could only nod again.

Stella continued to read, “He
said that once he recovered, she
persuaded him to eat and drink to
regain his strength. He was surprised
by her empathy and care for a fellow
human being. Her compassion and
love were beyond race, religion, or
colour. Further, he narrated that she
was a single mother, taking her son,
who was suffering from rare cancer,

to a New York hospital for treatment.

“In his leaked confession, he
stated, ‘The environment | grew
up in and all the brainwashing led
me to carry out this mission. | have
never known love and sympathy in
my life. | never realised that love
was so powerful. | thought about the
charming little boy, his mother, and the
innocent passengers | barely knew.
What animosity do | have against
these innocent people? What harm
have they done to me or my people?”
Stella paused here. She needed a
breathing space. It was too daunting
for her. Then she continued reading,
“I felt mortified at the mass murder of
innocent people that we were going to
commit. There was no way to convince
my accomplice Ron other than to
betray him and surrender myself. |
am glad | made this decision.”

Jocelyn was emotionally
overwhelmed, realising the danger
she and James had unknowingly
faced. Stella comforted her, reminding
her to be thankful that they were safe.

As Jocelyn wiped her tears, she
thought about Victor's complex life and
the impact of love and compassion.
Stella encouraged her to focus on
the present, suggesting they have
breakfast and then confirm James'’s
hospital appointment.

Feeling grateful and relieved,
Jocelyn embraced the moment,
thankful for their safety and the
kindness they had received.
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Incredible Journey

Peterleaned forward and pressed
his face agaainst the thick glass
window of the orbiting laboratory, his
eyes wide with wonder as he took in
the breathtaking expanse of stars
that stretched before him. The vast
space filled him with awe and
excitement, stirring memories of his
childhood dreams of exploring the
galaxy. As an experienced astronau,
he felt a deep sense of fulfilment and

M. Thayalan

satisfaction in achieving his
lifelong ambition. He couldn’t
help but feel a surge of pride
as he gazed out at the endless
cosmic frontier, knowing that
he was one of the few who
had dared to venture into the
unknown depths of space.

Peter, a dedicated astronaut,
found himself floating
weightlessly in space. As he
gazed at the endless expanse
' of stars and galaxies, he
' couldn’t help but think back to
when he first met Elizabeth.
She was another passionate astronaut
who shared Peter’s zeal for exploring
the unknown. They had trained
together for years, building a deep
bond based on their shared dreams
and aspirations. Peter was always
impressed by Elizabeth’s intelligence
and determination, and it wasn't long
before their friendship blossomed into
a romantic relationship. They got
married and had a child named Arthur.
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Peter and his feam had embarked
on a space journey that required them
to leave behind their young son,
Arthur. Although it was a difficult
decision, they made it for the progress
of humanity. Peter, however, couldn't

help feeling homesick as he looked
into the vast space. He longed for the
simple pleasures of Earth, such as
feeling the firm ground beneath his
feet and the warmth of his family’s
embrace. Nevertheless, he knew that
their mission was essential. The
[knowledge they would gain from
exploring distant planets would shape
the future of humankind.

Peter and Elizabeth journeyed into
space for years, discovering
breathtaking sights, phenomena, and

allen worlds.

They conducted experiments,
collected samples,and expanded|
scientific knowledge. However, they
always missed their son Arthur and
felt sadness.

Arthur has also grown with thel
help of his grandparents, and hel
misses his parents.
Like his parents, he is
interested in space
research and joined
the space research|
group when he was
18 years old.

One day, they
received a message
from mission contro
with a video from|
Arthur, who had also become an|
astronaut. He was going to join them
in space. Peter and Elizabeth were
thriiled and emotional. Arthur arrived
after a month and landed at his
parent’s sky laboratory.All three of
them continued their journey together,
exploring new frontiers. Their love,
dedication, and pursuit of knowledge
inspired future generations. The
formed an unbreakable bond, and
their spacecraft became a sanctuary
where they could conduct experiments,
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have deep conversations, and experience weightlessness. They encountered
challenges, but their unity and determination guided them through every
obstacle. Back on Earth, their story sparked a renewed interest in space
exploration. They became mentors and inspired a new wave of space
enthusiasts. Their legacy became a testament to the resilience of the human
spirit and the limitless possibilities that lay beyond the Earth’s atmosphere.

As they continued their cosmic odyssey, Peter, Elizabeth, and Arthur
remained steadfast in their pursuit of knowledge, driven by their insatiable
curiosity and unbreakable family bond. Together, they propelled humanity
further into the stars, unlocking the secrets of the universe and shaping the
destiny of the human race.As the years tumed into decades, Peter, Elizabeth,
and Arthur’s  exploration of the universe led them to encounter wonders
beyond their wildest imaginations. They discovered ancient civilisations on
distant planets, marvelled at colossal celestial phenomena, and even made
contact with intelligent alien species. Their interactions with extraterrestrial
lifeforms brought about profound insights into the diversity of the cosmos
and fostered a deeper understanding of the interconnectedness of all beings.
The knowledge they gained sparked a new era of interstellar diplomacy and
collaboration as humanity began forging alliances with other advanced
civilisations.Peter, Elizabeth, and Arthur became ambassadors of peace and
knowledge, bridging the gap between different worlds and facilitating cultural
exchanges. Their ability to navigate diplomatic complexities and foster
understanding between disparate species earmed them the respect and
admiration of countless civilisations across the universe.

Back on Earth, their extraordinary exploits continued to captivate people’s
imagination, pushing the boundaries of human potential and inspiring new
generations of explorers to pursue the stars. Space agencies from around
the globe joined forces, pooling their resources and expertise to embark on
even more ambitious missions.

Peter, Elizabeth, and Arthur were honoured with numerous accolades
and awards for their commitment.
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