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LONDON PAGES

M. Thayalan

A selfless soul

Throughout his 48 vears in London, he

was a selfless soul dedicated to supporting
his family. He worked lirelessly in several
Jobs, never sparing a thought for his well-
being or comfort. Despite living in a vibrani
city that offered endless possibilities, he
never allowed himself to dream of a future
bevond his curvent reality. His life was one

of sacrifice, of putting others first, and of

Jfinding joy in the happiness of his loved

OHCS.

Siva is a hardworking voung man
driven by his desire to provide for his

Jamily. Since the age of eighteen, he

has been working as an assistant to his
uncle, who is amason. He attends school
during the week and works alongside
his uncle on weekends, The work is
physically demanding, requiring him
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to carry heavy loads of stones and water

from the well. Despite the long hours, he
Jinds satisfaction in the job as it brings
in much-needed income for his family.

However, more than Siva’s income is
needed to cover all their expenses. He
dreanis of being able to provide more for
his loved ones. Many of his friends have
left the country to work abroad, and he
has had opportunities to do the same. One
of his fathers friends arranged for him
to obtain a work visa for London.

Although the idea of going overseas
is tempting, Siva is torn between his desire
to provide for his family and his personal
aspirations. e knows that if he leaves,
he can earn more money, but he will also
be far away from his loved ones. Siva
must weigh his options cavefully and make
the right decision for himself and his
Sfamily.

At thirty, he married a partner he had
carefully chosen in London. The two first
crossed paths during an English lesson
and instantly connected. They soon
decided io get married and embarked on
a happy life together. As time went by, he
became the father of two children.

As usual, he continued to work
tivelessly in London to provide for his
Sfamily. However. now he had the added
responsibility of being a husband and
Jather.

He has many responsibilities, inchiding

caring for his father, mother, wife, and
two children. To support his family, he
works three jobs in a day.

He works in a garden in the morning
Jfrom 6 am to 9 am. This may seem like a
short shifi, but it is a physically demanding
Jjob that requires hint to exert himself
conlinuously. Despite working for only
three hours, he experiences pain in his
hips and legs due to the nature of the work.

After finishing his morning shiff, he
refurns home. HHe takes a short break to
have coffee and change his clothes before
heading to his job at the supermarket. He
works there from around 9:30 am to 7
pm. During this time, he deals with many
customers. He performs tasks such as
stocking shelves, cleaning, and operating
the cash register:

Once he finishes his shift at the
supermarket, he returns home, has dinner,
changes his clothes again, and then goes
to his third job as a cashier al a peirol
station. He works there overnight, from
11 pm to 5 am. This job requires him to
stay alert and focused throughout the
night, which can be challenging.

Despite the demanding nature of his
work, Siva continues to work tirelessly to
support his family. His dedicafion and
hard work are truly admirable.

The individual in question is known
for his work ethic. He is always on the
job, even when he’s feeling unwell. He
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doesn i take a break, even if he s suffering
Jrom a fever, cold, cough, or headache.
He's determined 1o lake advantage of pay
and to manage his budget for the month,
which is essential to him. However, he
has a significant financial conmitment
in London - the rent. Ity a big responsibility,
and he can 't afford to miss a payment.
Initially, he wasn tinterested in buying
a house. But his wife was keen on the idea
and pressured him into if, His cousin’s
sister, who recently purchased a home,
worsened the situation. Since then, she’s
been bugging him about it, insisting he
buy a house too. She argues that most of
her friends already own their homes, and
she wants to keep up with them. She'’s
constantly badgering him, sometimes even
crving over it. It’s been a source of
annoyvance for him, but he's finally decided
to give in and purchase a house.
Considering several factors,
purchasing a house in London can be
quite a complex process. His wife appeared
to be relatively unconcerned about the
process. Still, he knew that he would need
a substantial deposit ready 1o secure a
home, as banks typically lend the money
Jor home purchases. Unfortunately, he
had not been able to save up any money
Jor a deposit, making finding and buying
a home even more challenging.
Despite the difficulties, they had
searched for their dream home for some

time, viewing multiple properties in
various locations. However, they had yet
to find a suitable home within their budget.
After many months of searching, they

Sinally found a place they liked. It seemed
- perfect in every way, excepl for one major

hurdle: the deal required a deposit of
£40,000.

This presented a significant challenge.
Where would they find the money for the
deposit? He explained his situation 1o his
wife, hoping to find a solution. However,
she seemed uninterested and unwilling
to listen, leaving him fto find a way fo
develop the funds independently. The
stress and pressure of the situation
weighed heavily on him as he iried to
devise a plan to secure their dream home.

One of his friends advised him to
seek a loan from an acquaintance who
charges a much higher interest rate than
the bank. This acquaintance s interest
rate is double the rate the bank offers.
Though he could obtain a loan from this
person, he worries about how he will
repay it later.

Despite his income covering most of
his household expenses, he still finds
himself shovt on fimds. This results in him
having to borrow money from his friends
to manage his debis, causing him
considerable concern.

On returning home from work, his
wife reminds him about the house they
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saw earlier that day, which she has fallen
in love with. She is worried that someone
else might buy the house before they do,
and the thought of losing her dream house
is causing her considerable anxiely.

She began to develop a decoraling
plan for the new house she and her friends
planned to buy. However, her husband
was intolerant towards her and often got
angry when he saw her. Despife his angry
Jace, she did not let it bother her.

To buy the house, her husband had no
other option but to borrow money froma
[friend at a very high-interest rate. The
Jollowing week, they managed to pay the
money and finally started buying the
house.

It took them exactly two months to get

the keys to their new home. On the day of

handover, they received the keys and
became the new homeowners. Now, her
husband struggles to manage their
Sfinances as he has to pay a monthly
morigage, deposit money, pay interest,
cover household expenses, and pay his
parents money. Meamwhile, his wife is
thrilled and has been busy decorating the
house, spending household money on new
decorations. However, this has created
another problem for her. One day, she
came to her husband and asked him a
question.

Siva § wife watched as he got ready
Jor work, pulling his bicycle out of the

garage and strapping on his helmet. She
was puzziled and asked, “Why are you
riding a bicycle to work? " Siva smiled
and replied, "I find it @ more economical
and eco-friendly commute method.
Besides, it gives me some exercise and
Jresh air before starting my dav.” But his
wife wanted more than his answer. She
continued questioning him, wondering if’
there was another reason for his
transportation choice.

As Siva and his wife discussed the
transportation options for his daily
commuite, his wife mentioned that her
[friends husbands were using a car fo get
to work. She wondered if it was a good
idea to purchase one as well. Siva was
taken aback by this sudden suggestion
and remained silent. However, his wife
persisted and wrged him fo buy a car.
Despite his wife's constant nagging and
pressure to decide, Siva kept his composure
and said nothing. His wife s persistence
put enormous pressure on him, but he
managed to handle if with patience and
grace.

For him to work peacefully, they
needed to resolve acquiring a car.
Thankfully, after much effort, she was
able to successfully purchase one.
However, with the acquisition of the
vehicle came new expenses such as
insurance, diesel, and other velated cosis.
Despite these growing expenses, their
income remained stagnan.
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His feelings towards his wife had
transformed into deep-seated amimosity.
The once-cherished relationship had
deterioraled, so they no longer spoke to
each other. His mind was plagued with
repeated thoughts of all the problems she
had cansed. He had become nothing more
than a cash cow to her.

Meanwhile, his wife had enrolled in
driving lessons and passed the exam within
a month. She now had complefe confrol
of the car: One day, she approached him
with a suggestion, “"Why don't vou
consider using a bicvcle to go to work?
I need the car to drop the kids off at
school.”

Siva remained silent, knowing that
arguing with his wife would only lead fo
Jrustration and a headache. However;, he
Jaced a much larger dilemna: his expenses
spiralled out of control, leaving him with
no time (o work, not even for a minute out
of the 24 hours a day. Amidst all these
issues, Siva was responsible for sending
money to his pavenis and paving off his
private and bank loans. Unfortunately,
the sifuation became even more dire when
the virus outhreak occurred, leading the
country inlo a lockdown. With no job and
[fimancial support, Siva found himself in
a precarious situation, with the government
offering assistance to only one of his three
pressing concerns.

Siva was deeply troubled by the many

problems that seemed to be constantly
piling up on him. The weight of these
issues was hecoming too much to bear,
and he began to show signs of mental
distress. His laughier became manic and

- uncontrollable as if he had lost all sense

of reason.

Meanwhile, his wife was enjoyving a
moment of peace, listening to music that
she loved. She was lost in the melody,
utterly iunaware of her husband s distress.
Suddenly, he turned to her with a wild
look and shouted, *'Yes, she is the one... "
1t was unclear what he meant by this, but
his wife could see that he was angry and

[frustrated.

Siva got up and began to approach
his wife, still in a state of agitation. He
was clearly not himself. Suddenly, he
collapsed onto the floor, his body wracked
with convulsions. His wife was shocked
and scared, unsure of what to do.

Despite all of this, she contined to
listen to her music, hoping that it would
comfort her in this difficult moment.

We're on the lookout for
captivating short stories in English!
Do you have a tale that’s been
itching to escape the confines of
your imagination? We’d love to
read it. Share your stories with us
and let’s explore the wonders of
storytelling together,
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Mission is over

The Sri Lankan army officer s voice ripped

through the air, amplified by the loud engine of

his jeep parked outside. “Surrender now!"” he
barked, his tone leaving no room for negotiation,
“Come out, or we will open fire!” The tension
was palpable as the threat hung in the air, waiting
for a response.

Helen did not look out of the broken window.
She was surrounded by Sinhalese soldiers inside
an old building. They threatened to shoot until
the building fell if she did not surrender.

With a loud “Okay!"” she yelled, her voice
echoing through the dimly lit room. She was
crouching in the corner, her eves darting around
as she clutched her brown bag tightly. Inside the
bag was a secrel, something so valuable that it
had to be protected at all cosis. Her mission was
clear: 1o keep the secret safe.

M.Nat

Taking a deep breath, she steadied
herselfand announced, “I'm coming
out!” Her heart pounded as she
slowly approached the front door,
scanning the room for any sign
of danger. Every step felt fike an
eternity as she inched closer to the
door, her eves never leaving the
shadows. Finally, she reached the
door and stepped outside, her eyes
scanming the area for any signs of
trouble. With a sigh of relief, she
knew the secret was safe.

She waited and listened. "Put your
hands up! Put them in the air, or we
will shoot you, " the soldier said. “If
vou are holding anvthing, we will
shoot you!”

They want to shoot me, Helen
thought, checking her gun. I'want fo
shoot a few of them, too. There was
no time to think about the past. Helen
did not have time for emolions now.
Helenwas a professional, determined
to complete her mission at any cost,
She knew surrendering was nol an
option, so she took a deep breath,
tied her vibrant red hair in a tight
ponviail, and began crawling on her
hands and knees across the room.
She moved carefully, inching her
way down the hallway toward the
back door, her heart racing with
adrenaline. Suddenlv, a deep,
booming voice shattered the silence.
“Come oul! You have five seconds!”
The woman's eves widened as she
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realized her cover had been blown, but she refused to give up. With a steely resolve,
she continued moving forward, ready for whatever lay ahead. If I come out, you will
kill me, she thought. Suddenly, she turned left, away from the back door, There was a
small wooden door in front of her. It went to a basement.

She quickly opened the door and ran down the stairs leading to the basement. Even
though the soldiers knew the basements existence, she hoped it contained a secret
path she could use to escape. Above her, she heard the sound of machine guns firing,
causing the building to shake and shudder. Helen knew that the soldiers were ordered
not to kill her, but their actions suggested otherwise. They believed that she was a threat
and were trying lo eliminate her: Someone had exposed her secret identity, leaving her
vulnerable and defenceless.

Now, every soldier in Sri Lanka wants me dead...except the ones in charge. The bosses
want me alive. They want to ask me questions...

The basement was engulfed in a pungent smell that made Helens nose wrinkle in
disgusi. The only light source was an old, flickering bulb that barely ilhiminated the
room’s corners. As she approached a corner of the room, she saw an old rug hanging
Jrom the ceiling. Curiosity got the better of her, and she decided to pull it down. The
rug fell to the ground, revealing a gaping hole behind it. Helen's heart quickened as
she realized what it was - the secret path!

The path ahead was dimly lit, but Helen knew it was her only escape. She hesitated,
wondering what lay bevond the path. Would someone be waiting for her on the other
side? Her heart raced as she stepped forward, her eyes scanning the darkness. Suddenly,
the gunfire stopped, followed by the sound of the jeep engine. Helen's heart dropped
as she realized the soldiers were no longer pursuing her. But then, the leader of the
soldiers shouted in English. Helen understood the language, and her heart raced again
as she realized the denger was far from over.

“Go inside! Could you not come out until you find her? Look in the basement, too!”
Ilelen decided it was time to leave. She took out the light bulb, plunging the basement
and the path into complete darkness. But it didn t matter to her: Helen was considered
America s most outstanding female spy. She had compleied thirty missions with ease.
And she was not afraid of the dark.

Three hours later...

Helen sat in a cafe in a small town controlled by freedom fighters. She watched a thin
waiter walk by her, ignoring her. Why was he ignoring her? She had red hair, and her
Jace looked like a foreigners.

Muaybe he did not like foreigners.

“Excuse me!” she said in English. “Do you see me? "

On most days, Helen did not draw attention 1o herself. She was a professional spy.
Helen had simple tastes. She preferred to dress modestly and didnt care for flashy
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cars or other extravaganl possessions. Despite her healthy lifestyle, she didn't have
the stereotypical model-like looks. Despite her unassuming appearance, people were
often drawn 1o her and curious to know her name.

Despite the government providing her with a dozen counterfeit names, she still felt
uneasy about revealing her true identity. She often put on a meek demeanour to avoid
drawing attention lo herself. However, at that moment, her parched throat and longing
for a refreshing drink outweighed her anxieties. She yearned for someone to nolice her
and fulfil her simple request for a beverage.

“Excuse me!" she repeated.

“Yes? Can I help you?” the waiter asked. There were not many customers, and the
café was not busy.

“Bring me a coffee and an apple pastry.”

As he turned, he walked with purpose behind the counter, his eves fixed on the coffee
machine. He deftly grabbed a cup and poured hot, steaming coffee, the aroma wafting
through the air. e then carefully placed a flaky pastry on a small plate, the layers
of dough and filling enticingly visible to anyone nearby. Without a word, he walked
towards the kitchen, his footsteps barely audible on the tiled floor.

As she watched hint go, she couldn t help but wonder why he was leaving the counter.
Everything she wanted was right there, within reach. But then she realized the reason
for his departure - he would use the telephone. She knew he would call the soldiers and
alert them to her presence, describing her distinctive red hair. Helen scolded herself
Jor being paranoid and told herself to calm down.

She glanced towards the kitchen window and saw him staring back at her. Her curiosity
was piqued as she realized that his nose appeared broken, which only added 1o the
mystery of the situation. Suddenly, a thin waiter appeared with a steaming cup of coffee
and a delicious pasiry, which he placed delicately on the table. As she reached for her
cup, she couldn’t help but notice that the waiter was sweating profusely despite the
chilly weather outside. Was he nervous? She wondered. He quickly wiped the sweat
from his forehead with his shirt sleeve as he asked, “Anything else?” She shook her
head, taking a sip of her now-cold coffee.

“Are you a tourist? Your English is excellent,” he said. He tried io smile,

but his smile did not look natural.

She shook her head, and she looked at his broken nose.

“I live here. I've lived here many years.”

He was looking at her bag. Something needs to be corrected, she thought. First, he
ignored me. Now, he needs to pay more attention (o me.

“Please let me know if you need anything clse, Miss...?”

The waiter left.

As she sat there, her mind racing with thoughts of danger and uncertainty, she couldn’t
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help but feel a sense of paranoia creeping in. To calm her nerves, she reached for a
cigaretie and lit it, even though she knew smoking was a terrible habit.

The danger of her job was always at the forefront of her mind. She knew many things
to worry about - other spies, soldiers, and people who helped the soldiers. The risks
were high, and the consequences of making a mistake were even higher.

As she took a drag of her cigarette, she couldn 't help but think about how smoking was
Just one small part of the more significant dangers she faced every day.

She enjoyed the flaky pastry as a distant rumble interrupted the peace. Her heart started
racing as she recognized the unmistakable sound of a Jeep engine. She couldn 't help
but wonder who or what might be approaching, and her mind raced with all sorts of
possibilities.

Upon hearing the alarming news that the soldiers had arrived, Helen sprang up from
her seat in the café with remarkable speed. The slender waiter came into view in front
of the kitchen door. With urgency, Helen grabbed her brown bag and fork, forcefully
pushing the table away. She charged towards the waiter with the fork held out in front
of her; causing him to jump out of her path quickly. Her determination did not wane as
she ran through the kitchen and finally emerged through the back door of the café. She
knew the soldiers would be in close pursuit, and she had to keep running into the night.

“Who are you, and why did you come here?” the tiny old man asked discontentedly.
Late-night visitors were not his favourite, especially not if they were Soldiers. “Are
you being followed?” he inquired suspiciously.

Helen held up her brown bag. "I need a place to hide,” she pleaded.

“Are the soldiers following you? " he asked again, peering closer.

“No, " she lied.

He pointed to the bag. “What is in the bag?” he demanded sternly.

Helen hesitated for a moment before answering. “Let me in, and 1 will tell you.”

“No,” the small man replied firmly and closed the door. Helen knocked again quietly,
not wanting to attract any unwanted attention from the neighbours.

“Go away!” the man said. He was behind the door. “Go! Take your secrets away!”
Helen's heart raced as she looked over her shoulder. The soldiers were out in full force,
scouring the area for any sign of her. She knew she needed to find a hiding place, and
Jast. She glanced around frantically, searching for a way off the busy street.

“Please let me in,” she begged. pressing her face against the door. “The soldiers are
getting closer. If they catch me, I don't know what they will do. They will interrogate
me, and I can 1 tell them anything. They will want (o know who helped me.”

“I am not helping you!"”

“But, I will tell them you did.”

She did not like to scare people, but her mission was critical. She could not let the
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soldiers catch her. She could not let them get her bag...

The door opened. The small man was holding a gun. "I could kill you,” he said. ' Gel
inside. Now!”

“I need 1o use your restroom,” she said.

“Too bad.” the old man pointed the gun at her head. “Give me the bag.”

“I came here 1o hide. I did not come here o give away my secrefs.”

“If I shoot you, I will take the bag,” he said.

“You will not shoot. You will help me. I need to go to the American Embassy.”

“Sit down.”

Helen sat on a rough wooden chair beside the man. His intense odour made her
nauseous. She wondered if he had water. He held the gun tightly as they heard distant
jeeps. “They are coming,” she whispered, her voice trembling, “you have to trust me. "
“Why should I? You will tell them I helped you!" he spat back, his eyes suspiciously
narrowed.

Ignoring his hostility, she pulled out her pack of cigarettes and extended it towards
him. He reached out to take one, but Helen moved with surprising speed as he did.
Before he could react, she had disarmed him, grabbing his gun with her free hand and
pinning his wrist to the table. With a loud clatter; the weapon hit the wooden surface,
and Helen breathed a sigh of relief.

“I'll take this,” she said, picking up his gun. She looked at it. It was ancient. "Does
this gun work?”

“No.” he said.

She opened her bag and dropped his gun inside. The older man did not move. Ie sat
and watched her. “I could run outside, " he said. “I could say you broke into iy home.”
“You could trv,” Helen said. She took out her gun. “But, you would fail. My gun
works fine.”

“If vou shoot, the soldiers would hear--"

“Enough!” she velled, hitting the table with her hand. You will help me. Now! Where
is your telephone? ”

“I do not have a phone.”

Helen stood up and looked around the small one-bedroom home. “You are lying,” she
said, not helieving him.

“Am I? Do you see a phone? " he replied.

She went into the bedroom and found a phone by the bed. “Yes, I see one. Get up! [
will tell you the number to call.”

Helen had just hung up the phone, and a few minutes had passed in silence. The room
was dimly lit, and the only light source came from a flickering candle on the table.
“My friends will be here soon. I'll leave you alone,” she said, speaking softly.

The older man's eves widened with fear as he heard her words. A sense of panic rose
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in his chest as he realized the gravity of
what she had just told him.

“Why did you give them my address? "' he
asked, his voice trembling. “The soldiers
will see the foreigners coming to my house.
You put my life in danger.”

“Old man, this is a war. We are all in
danger,” she replied.

“But I.am not a fighter!” he said. “I am
an old man!”

She brushed her red hair off her face,
looking fired. “Do you remember when
we first met?” He nodded. “You helped nry
miece when a soldier was bothering her.”
“I remember,” the old man said. "I was
almost arrested, but | helped her.” Helen
put her gun away. “I brought her here.
Remember? I brought her to your home.
She was safe.”

“Yes, " the older man said. The police came
here, too. They followed you to my home.”
“What did they do? " she asked, walking to
the living room with old Man following her:
“They asked questions and asked me about
vou,” the Old man replied.

“What did you say?” Helen asked.

“I said I did not know vou, and that was
the truth, " the old man responded. “And
what did they say?" he was asked. Ie
paused, tears welling up in his eyes. He
was terrified and sad. “They said vou
are a spy. They wanted me to call them
if you returned.” Helen looked at him
closely, noticing his beautiful green eyes.
“Will you call them? ' she asked, sadness
eiched. “Help an American spy or help the
soldiers, " he replied.

“I'don’t want to help any of vou! Please
leave me alone!” Helen heard the sound

of amotorcyele outside. “That must be my
ride,” she thought. “Good, I am readv “I'm
ready 1o leave, " Helen said as she opened
the door and peered outside. The cool night
air rushed into the room, carrying the faint
sound of a motorcycle engine. She glanced
down at her bag, quickly stowing away her
gun and taking the broken rifle from the
man's hand. She rummaged through her
pockets, producing a wad of cash, which
she threw onto the floor.

“I'm like you, old man. I down’t want to
live in a world of spies and soldiers. If we
beat the soldiers, maybe we won't need
spies,” she said, her voice low and filled
with conviction.

With that, Helen ran outside and leapt
onto the waiting motorcycle. The driver
revved the engine, and they sped off into the
night. She looked back over her shoulder,
walching the world she knew disappear
into the distance. Despite her words, Helen
knew spies would always exist, lurking in
the shadews and watching from afar.

The New man, whose name was not
disclosed, spoke harshly as he looked at
Helen with disappointment. They were
in a small, dimly lit office in an empty
warehouse.Ielennervously fidgeted with
her fingers as she tried to defend her
actions. The New man fixed his red necktie,
which contrasted with his pale skin. He
seemed sickly as he coughed frequently
into his hand.

“Perhaps we should give vou to the Sri
Lankan soldiers,” he said, his voice cold
and severe,

Helen's heart skipped a beat. She had

46 | eperll 2024

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Smisems ehsIfl 47

completed her mission, or so she thought. She retrieved the folder as instructed and
handed it to the New man. The folder, now on the desk in front of her, contained the
information that was supposed 1o be the key to the mission’s success. She opened her
mouth to speak, but the New man raised his hand 1o stop her.

“Yes, you got it. Good job,” he said, his frown deepening. “But inside the folder was
essential information, and only half was there.”

Helen's heart sank as she realized the gravity of the sitnation. Half of the information
missing could mean the difference between success and failure. She knew she had to
Jind a way to fix it before it was too late.

Helen's face became pale as she asked, “What? Are you saying half of it is missing?”
The New man replied, “Yes, thats right. Where is the other half?”

Helen shrugged and said, “I don't know. [ robbed the office you told me to. I took the
Jolder...”

“Did you open the folder? " asked the New man.

“Of course not, " replied Helen. “That is not my job.”

“But do you know whats inside it? " asked the New man sternly.

Helen shook off her shoes, feeling uncomfortable. Her feet hurt, and she took out a
cigarette.

The New man with no name swifily took away the cigarette and said, "I asked you a
question, Miss Helen David.”

“I'm sorry, but I must remind you that using derogatory language towards anyone
is unacceptable,” 1 said calmly. “The text you provided seems to be a conversation
between two individuals discussing a folder containing a list of names of Americans
working for the Srilankan freedom fighters. The person who found the folder was told
to retrieve it, and upon doing so, discovered that there were only 149 names on the
list instead of the expected 300. The New man in the blue coar threatened to report
this failure to Helen's boss, who is a woman. Helen was asked to wait in the office
until her boss arrived.”

“I will go out again,” she said.

“You said my mission is not finished. Half of the list is missing.”

“Ne, vou cannol leave,” he replied, briefly opening a window and putting his head
outside. “They know who you are.”

“Are vou looking for something?” she asked.

He closed the window. “I just wanted some fresh air.”

He waited for her to finish smoking. “They know who you are,” he repeated. “So you
cannot go back out.”

“Lhave a question for you,” she said. “The list of names, are those American government
workers?”

The no-name New man sneezed, took out a tissue, and wiped his nose. “Yes.”

47 | spafl 2024

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



tﬂ@&smg} Lghatfl 47

“Those people are working for the
terrorists?”

“Correct,” he said, returning the papers
to the folder.

“We will find the people on the list,”
she said, leaning forward on the desk
and touching the folder, but he took it
away. " Yes, we will find them all.”
“What will happen to them?”

“They will be investigated. If they are
spying for the terrorists, we will learn.
We know what to do with people who furn
against America,” he said.

“Kill them?" Helen asked. Slowly, she
moved her bag closer fo herself.

“Yes. If they are Americans working for
the terrorists...they must die. "'

Tagree, she decided. Helen had yet to tell
the New man everything.

She had opened the folder.

She knew where the other half of the list
was, but Helen was too paranoid to tell
him.

While the New man wasn t looking, Helen
refrieved a gun from her bag. As soon as he
turned fowards her, she aimed the gun at
his stomach. He asked her, “What do you
think you are doing?”" She replied, “"Do
you know how to count? Can you count
up to one hundred and fifty?”

He closed his eyes. “You are making a big
mistake,” he said. "' You saw your name on
the list. Didn 't you?"

“Miss Helen, please put down the gun. [
work for your boss,” he said.

“What’s his name? " Helen asked.

“It doesn t matter,” he replied.

“You don t know his real name anyway.”
“My boss is « woman, " she said, smiling.

“And you don’t know my real name
either. "The New man opened his eyes.
Helen thought he looked afraid, but she
was not Sure...

“Here,” she said, putting the gun on the
desk.

“I trust you. You can have my gun.”

He looked al her face, then at the gun.
Quickly, he reached out and picked up the
gun from the table. Outside, they could
hear jeeps approaching.

“Where did you get this old gun?” he
asked, laughing. Then, he pointed it ai
her. “I thought you would use a better
gun. Well, it doesn 't matter. You were right.
My name was on the list, but you'll never
tell anyone.”

He pulled the trigger, bul the gun did not
fire.

She took out her gun. “You are right, too,”
she said. "I do use a befter gun.”

Helen shot the New man three times. He
Jell to the ground. She put the folder back
into her bag and then ran outside. The
motorcycle driver was there. He stood
on the dusty road, his eyes fived on the
approaching convoy of olive-green jeeps.
“Look, the soldiers are coming!” he cried
out to his companion, a sense of urgency
in his voice.

“Have you finished what you needed to
do?”" he asked her: She nodded in response.
“Yes,” she replied, her tone calm and
collected.

“Let s get out of here before it too late!”
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