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LONDON PAGES

The power of love

e took careful steps to in-

form Mrs Joseph sensitive-
ly about her husband’s passing because
of her heart condition. Kamala, her
sister, was the one who relayed the
information to her using fragmented
sentences.

Arunan, Mrs Joseph's husband’s
friend, was also present alongside her.

Only he was in the office when

M. Thayalan

the news of the
Bomp blast arrived.
Mr. Joseph's name
topped the list of
casualties.

Like all other
women, she did not
hear the story with-
out understanding
its significance.
Immediately, tears
streamed down her
face as she em-
braced her sister,
releasing her emo-
tions with unbri-
dled intensity. Af-
ter the grief
subsided, she re-
treated to her

room. She wouldn’t let anyone come
with her.

There was a comfortable arm-
chair standing in front of the open
window. She found herself im-
mersed in this condition, weighed
down by an overwhelming physical
tiredness that haunted her body
and appeared to extend into the
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depths of her soul.

From the open land in front of her
house, she could observe the vibrant
tops of trees, teeming with the ener-
gy of the new spring season. The
refreshing smell of rain lingered in
the atmosphere. Below on the street,
a peddler was loudly advertising his
goods. She faintly heard the distant
tune of a song being sung, accompa-
nied by the twittering of countless
sparrows in the trees.

Intermittent glimpses of blue sky
appeared amidst the clouds that had
gathered and layered in the west, in
full view from the window she faced.

She stayed seated, her head resting
on the chair’s cushion, not moving
except for occasional sobs that shook
her throat, like a kid who cries in their
dreams after falling asleep.

Her youthful appearance was char-
acterized by a fair and tranquil face
that hinted at her composure and
endurance. Her eyes now exhibited
a vacant gaze, fixed on a far-off ex-
panse of blue sky. Not merely a
thought, rather a brief mental lapse.

She sensed that something was
about to happen, making her anxious.
She couldn't identify it, but sensed its
origin in the sky through sensory
cues. Now, she was breathing heavi-
ly with powerful emotions.

She slowly recognized a force try-
ing to overpower her, but she fought
back relentlessly despite her power-
lessness. In despair, she muttered
something to herself, repeating the
word “Free” repeatedly. And sudden-
ly, the fear in her eyes vanished. She
continued to radiate positivity and
good vibes. Her heart raced, and the
surge of blood made her feel alive.

She didn't even stop to ask about
the fantastic happiness she felt. She
could ignore the suggestion because
she could see things clearly. Tears
were inevitable upon seeing those
hands.

Regrettably, the individual has
ceased to exist. She perceived a lengthy
series of future years as hers. She
extended her arms in a gesture of
welcome to them.

It will exist in the years ahead.
Nobody should be able to force their
wishes on someone else so strongly.
The act seemed equally wrong to her,
regardless of intent.

Sometimes, she developed feelings
for him. She hardly ever did it. What
did it do? What does this intense
feeling of self-assertion she suddenly
recognized as her strongest motivation
mean?

“Free! Liberated in body and spir-
it!” She persisted in whispering.
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Kamala knelt before the closed
door, pressing her lips against the
keyhole in a plea for entry.

“Rani kindly unlocks the door.
What are you doing, Rani? Please
open the door without delay.”

“I request you leave.  am not caus-
ing harm to my well-being. No”

Her imagination was running wild
as she expected the days ahead. Days
of spring, summer, and various oth-
er seasons that she could call her own.
She uttered a brief prayer, hoping for
a long life. Only a day ago, she shud-
dered at the idea of how longlife could
be.

Eventually, she opened the door
to her sister’s persistent requests. Her
eyes displayed a feverish triumph,
and she unwittingly bore the demean-
our of a goddess of victory. With her
hand firmly holding her sister’s waist,
they gracefully descended the stairs.
At the base, Arunan stood in antici-
pation, awaiting their presence.

Someone was opening the front
door. Door opens with latchkey. The
one who entered was none other than
Mr Joseph, his appearance slightly
marked by travel, yet composed as he
carried his grip-sack and umbrella.

Since he was far away, he needed
to learn about the bomb blast. He
couldn’t believe his eyes when he

heard Kamala’s intense cry. Mrs Joseph
fainted when she saw Mr Joseph.

Arunan passed the info to the Am-
bulance.

When the doctors came, they fig-
ured out that Mrs Joseph's passing
was because of heart disease caused
by too much joy.

Science
Science is right
They say heat can radiate through a
vacuum
Thats why i can feel your warmth
Though we are on difTerent continents
I can feel your embrace
Through a facetime call
Or a whatsapp group
I have undying love for you
Countries apart
But thats the best part
We can talk just like normal
As if we spent no time apart
On different continenis we stay
In each others warm embrace
Waiting for the perfect time
To book another flight
Saying hello once again
And to hold each other in real life
this time
Smiling through the pain
Our love and affection
But here we are hand in hand
And this time ifs conduction

Ayshanavi Vinojan
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V.N.Giritharan

but a hired security guard.

“No thanks, but I appreciate the
offer,” I said as I continued my
scarch for a book.

I thought he was going to leave
me. But he continued to stay beside
me and carry on with his conver-
sation.

“Hi, I am returning to Chicago
tomorrow,”” he said. I felt shocked
when I heard his words and sensed

An Awerican and a camel in Alaska!

t was noon on a cloudy day. The

sky was sunless and seemed to
cxpand to the horizon. I had taken my
daughter to the Thomcliffe Park Library,
a branch of the Toronto Public Library,
for one of our regular visits. My daugh-
ter would spend at lcast an hour there,
so | had to keep myself busy by recading
exciting books or magazines.

While searching for a thrilling book,
I noticed him approaching me. Our en-
counter marked the beginning and end
simultancously. In his towering six-foot
frame, he resembled Sidney Poitier, the
renowned Hollywood actor from the
1960s. “May 1 help you, friend?” he
asked me.

He was not a library slaff member

a kind of frustration and some
nostalgia in his tone.

I also wondered why he want-
ed to have a conversation with
me. He was not a friend of mine,
and 1 had not met him before. I
questioned what prompted him to
approach me. Was conversing with
me bringing him some satisfac-
tion?

Many thoughts sprung up in
my mind. Despite everything, 1
felt the need to keep talking to
him, maybe because of his tone.
I sensed he wanted to let out what-
ever was bothering him inside and
get rid of those thoughts. Why
should I oppose that if his conver-
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sation truly helped him find solace?

“Hi, why do you want to go to
Chicago? Do you have any relatives
or friends living there?” I asked him.

“Hi, Chicago is my birthplace. I
am a Chicago boy, do you know?” he
winked.

“Oh! Then you are an American,
aren’t you?”

“Yes, my friend, I am an Ameri-
can,” he said.

“You are an American. What are
you doing in Canada?” He looked
like a riddle to me. My curiosity de-
veloped, wanting to learn more about
his background.

“Hi friend, it’s a long Slory,” said
he.

“Make it short,” I laughed.

It seemed like he regained his en-
thusiasm for a moment—a pleasant
feeling developed in his voice. But
the next moment, his mind slipped
into a noslalgic mood.

Again, he said, “Hi Friend, I am
returning to Chicago. I am certain.
This time, it’s 100 per cent certain.
You will see how certain I am.”

“Hi, Friend. What is the reason
for your migration to Toronto? He
heard the curiosity in my tone.

“There are many reasons, but the
main one is Jennifer,” his voice ex-
pressed a bored feeling.

“Who is Jennifer, my friend?”

“My girlfriend, my friend. She
insisled I come here. [ came here just
for her, but I don’t belong here. I am
a Chicago boy. I am an American.”

When he said ‘an American,’ |
could sense his nostalgia. Compared
to Chicago, Toronto is a little small;
it’s small. Toronto could be more
vibrant.

As an immigrant, | can identify
with his feelings of exile. “Easl or
Wesl, home is best,” isn’t it? His love
brought him to the land of his girl-
friend, but I felt he couldn’t adjust to
It.

“Daddy, I am ready,” said my
daughter, appearing next to us.

He looked at my daughter and said
to her, “You have a wonderful dad.”
Then he turned to my side and stated,
“My friend, you have a beautiful,
intelligent daughter. I am proud of
you. [ wish you a wonderful day, my
friend.”

“Thank you, my friend. [ wish you
the same. By the way, if you don’t
mind, what’s your name?”

“George, my friend. What about
yours?”

“Ram, a shortened version of Ra-
machandran,”

“Ramachandran. Wow, such a long
but nice name.”
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“My friend, you look like Sidney
Poitier.”

When he heard my words, he
chuckled and said, “Me! Sidney Poi-
tier?”

“Yes, my friend, you can try your
luck in Hollywood. Good luck.”

“Thank you, my friend. You have
madc my day.”

On my way back home, my
thoughts revolved around him. When
Lleft, I felt sadness from parting with
someone close to me.

Some encounters with people be-
come memorable, cven if they are
very short. Meeting this man from
Chicago was memorable.

It was a pleasant encounter. He
sought companionship to share his
emotions in a foreign place. Living
here must have been unbearable, leav-
ing relatives, friends, and familiar
places far behind. Otherwise, why
would he have found solace in talking
to me?

Though the encounter was brief,
I enjoyed it. I felt entranced while
being a part of that conversation with
him. Talking with him gave me the
feeling of chatting with a long-time
friend.

The lines from one of our famous
poets, V.LS. Jayapalan, immediately
came to my mind:

‘... like a camel who lost its way
in Alaska, I am in Oslo.’

But he is not the only one, I chuck-
led to myself.

My daughter looked at me oddly,
wondering why I was chuckling.

Dear writers,

These pages are created for the
young writers who can write in
English. Reading and writing
are essential to building up our
life well. Tamil people who live
in Sri Lanka need to express
their feelings to the world in
their understandable language,
and at the same time, those who
were displaced from Sri Lanka
and living in London or other
English-speaking countries use
this opportunity to express their
feelings.
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