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SRI MUTHUKUMARASWAMI THEVASTHANAM

- Isat NapaNA KALALAYAM

In this 21* century, it is true that physical science and technology have improved the quality of
human life in many respects. However, it is also true that it is unable to eradicate the complexes found
within the people, who have lost their values in their mechanized lives. Instead, the people can lead to a
more comfortable life by practicing their cultural values. ‘Karnatic Music and Bharatha Natyam’ were
the treasures of Tamil culture for centuries. Dance is a scientific discipline predisposing to an excellent
psychosomatic health, and music has also been shown to be an effective therapy for mental disorders.

Unfortunately, newer generations are not as attracted towards our cultural values. [t is therefore
the duty of the present generation to transfer these values to the future generation. “Sri Muthukumaraswami
Thevasthanam — Isai Nadana Kalalayam® was formed to confribute to the above objective. Qualified
teachers have volunteered their valuable services to teach ‘Karnatic Music and Bharatha Natyam® to
children free of charge. The school was founded in 2000 and has produced more than one thousand
pupils who have shown excellent performances in public examinations.

The lessons and practicals are conducted at the ‘Thevasthana Mandapam’ by experienced
teachers. The following courses are available for the children:

e Vocal (Karnatic Music) . Miruthangam

e Veena ® Bharatha Natyam (Dance)
e Violin » Nathaswaram

e Flute » Thavil

e Pannisai ® Tabla

All instruments are provided by the Thevasthanam, who also pay the allowances to teachers
who do if as a service. We are happy to place on record that more than 1000 students have benefited
from these free classes over the last decade. We are also happy to note that these students will take the
lessons learnt at the kalalaya to the future generation.

During the 10 year period the students have performed well at the following public functions:
1) *Amanthirikai’ at St Pathirakali Amman Poongavanam Festival in 2001,

2) ‘Pannisai’ and ‘Palliyam’ (all instruments) at Kalai Vila organised by Hindu Cultural Ministry at
RKM Koneswara Hindu College in 2002.

3) ‘Palliyam’ at the Cultural Festival organised by NEPC in Vavuniya in 2002.
4y “Violin Solo” at Human Rights Day in 2003 at Kalayan Mandapam.

5) ‘Pannisai’ at Podngavanam Festival of Sri Muthukumara Swami Thevasthanam every vear
from 2003.

Apart from this, the students have contributed in their respective school programmes during
Tamil day celebrations. Every year our student population is increasing and let God ‘Murugan’ bless the
students and teachers. Weare confident that the present younger generation is ready to take our cultural
1denmy to the ﬁuture generations. | ;
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