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JAIYANTHI
Colombo, Sri Lanka (May 25" 1952)

The new born lay next to her mother. The baby was dark, with short curly
hair. Her eyes were like that of a black cuckoo. The baby displayed a
stunning dimple on her right cheek. She had long arms, pointed fingers
and toes. The child was the first girl for the couple after five boys. Mr.
Sangarapillai thought of his three teenage sisters whom he had lost to
Typhoid in a span of ten days about a decade ago. He had waited for this
day for many years and considered that one of his teenage sisters had
taken rebirth as his own daughter. To celebrate this joyous victory, the
family would name the precious girl, Jaiyanthi (victory in Tamil).

Jaiyanthi had her initial elementary schooling at Saiva Managayar kalagam.
The family could only afford the cheaper extra-curricular activity for their
precious daughter — Carnatic music. Jaiyanthi excelled in Carnatic music.
She had a melodious voice. For many years she was the lead singer at the
Rama Krishna Mission in Colombo, mesmerizing many with her golden
voice. If not for the financial situation of the family, Jaiyanthi would have
certainly matured into a professional Carnatic singer. After completing
schooling at Saiva Mangayar Kalagam, Jaiyanthi continued her high
schooling at St. Bridgets Convent — one of the most prestigious schools in
Colombo.

Pomegranate fruit is tough on the outside but inside it is sweet and soft.
Likewise, Jaiyanthi was tough externally — strong willed and a straight
talker. Internally she was kind, loving and soft as butter. Only those who
knew her intimately understood this. She wept for the poor and down
trodden. She yearned to help those who were not fortunate in this world.
Her work with the refugees from our home land is legendary.

Today we see Jaiyanthi’'s reflection in her beautiful three children. In
Kavitha, we see laiyanthi’s physical reflection; in Janakan, we see the
reflection of her heart — kind and loving; In Abarana, we see Jaiyanthi’s
mental reflection - strong willed and determined.

Rest in Peace

Manocharan
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Life After death by P. Sangarapillai
This is a small passage from Mr. Sangarapillai's (Jaiyanthi's father) book
titled, "Life After Death".

Vedanta teaches magnificent disciplines of life. Discipline, greatness,
penance, kindness and mercy are all advocated and we can learn them any
number of times. We can learn them by heart. We can teach others also
and explain to them. But so long as one is rooted in thinking about one-
self, it is difficult to follow these disciplines. Once when one realizes the
meaning of “I” and “Mine”, selfish ideas and egoistic feelings will vanish.
All deeds must be aimed at serving God. When mind is rooted in such
ideas as “I” and “Mine”, it gets entrenched.

“Every one of us is basically a divine creation. One should strive hard to
bring out the Godliness in every one of us. One should control desires and
passions. One could attain salvation through Karma, Bhakthi or Gnana.
You can attain salvation through any of them or all of them. All the
shatras, scriptures and principles and following of the precepts might help
intellectual explanations, but they are not the most important.”

— Swami Vivekananda

“I came from God. | am God's possession. | shall reach God on death.” Rev.
Father Ignatious Loyola said these words. If one gets this Bhrama Gnana,
life will become divine. Nothing is different. |, He and other lives are not
different from each other. All are manifestations of that one single
Bhrama only. If only people realise this fundamental truth, love for all will
enhance. Jealousy, hatred and enmity will vanish. Love for the society and
people in general will germinate. People will stop working for oneself but
enhance their outlook for selfishness. They will attain a life of bliss. The
differences such as the high, the low, the wealthy, the poor, “I”, “Me” and
such things will vanish.
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"Our Beloved Amma"

Loving thoughts from her children
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- Kavitha

Amma you stood by the side of those who were less privileged than us
With a perseverance that was relentless

And a heart the was immense

You kept giving till the very end

Amma you gave when those around you had given up

You found solice in helping others and pride in your children's
achievements

You're entire life dedicated to those around you

And as | gaze into the eyes of those who cared and loved for you each tear
tells a story that | will cherish forever

May your soul rest in peace forever
- Janakan

Through your hands you showed me the meaning of hard work
Through your words you taught me about independence
Through your soul you taught to me about giving

Through your eyes you taught me about self belief

Through your heart you showed me what it takes to love
Through your smile you taught me compassion

Through your pain you taught me vulnerability

Through your iliness you taught me strength

Through your final days you taught me who | could be
Through your passing you taught me faith

- Abarna

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Aum Arunachala Siva

Our dearest sister, Jaiyanthi Acca

Word cannot express our deep sorrow in losing you so soon. It is
something we will learn to live with knowing that you are with Brahman.
Even though you are not with us physically, the vivid and strong memories
will not fade away until we are at heaven's gate.

As your loving sister, we spent countless hours together as children and as
adults; we travelled together, especially to India, New York, Canada and
Sri Lanka. You introduced me to our various paternal and maternal
relatives in Australia and other places, whom | never knew before. You
taught me the values of being connected. | will cherish and look back on
our time together with fond memories. In fact, it is your inspiration in the
earlier days helping various charitable organisations that sees me
currently involved with the Tamil Women's Development Group,
rendering services to the recent arrivals to this shore. Jaiyanthi Acca, you
had the wits of Aiyya and empathy of Amma, an inspiration in word and
deed to help the needy.

Listening to the local radio talk back show, celebrating your legacy,
illustrated how many lives you've touched within the community. Callers
narrating the enormous selfless charitable work you have done, made us
really humble and proud, that such a person was our kith and kin. This is
your legacy and a big shoe to fill in. It is said that, the true value of
diamond is not realised until it is gone.

Rest in peace, our dearest. Your children, ably assisted by your loving
husband Raj are well onto following in your footsteps. Especially your last
born Abarana; spearheading the charitable organisation Palmera Projects,
is providing invaluable assistance to the displaced in war affected parts of
Sri Lanka.

“Service to man, is service to God” — Sai Baba

Your Loving Sister and Brother in Law,
Mano & Jey
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"You will always be in our hearts"
Messages from her loving nieces

Dear Periamma,

You have physically left this world, but | believe your spirit lives on. For as
long as | can remember you have always been an active woman,
determined to help those less fortunate and provide them with a better
quality life. And what | saw was a strong willed and genuine woman.

| believe our relationship was based on me observing the activities you
carried out, and the good work you did and inspired others to do.

My earliest memories are those when you still lived in West Pennant Hills,
in the house across from the pool. You were like super woman, ready to
take on the world, and not letting a moment lose you. And then |
remember the days when we would come over to help make rolls for
charity events. Hundreds and hundreds of rolls, and you wanted only the
best to give to others.

I'd like to share with you a quote by another power woman, a poet, who
also recently passed away, Maya Angelou - | think this quote befits you.

"My mission in life is not merely to survive, but to thrive, and to do so with
some passion, some compassion, some humour and some style."

Lots of Love,

Shivani
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Periamma,

Growing up with you as family | was able to see your love as a mother,
devotion as a wife, affection as a sister and charitable nature for our
community. I'm realising what an inspiring role model you are and how
many people’s lives you have touched.

Your attitude was something to aspire to — | remember you telling me
after you were diagnosed, that god only gives you what you have the
power to handle. You showed this strength and positive outlook
throughout the time | knew you and that is something that will forever
inspire me.

| see this strength in all your children so | know your love and spirit will live
on through them. Hopefully now you can be taken care of in the same
way you took care of everyone around you.

So much love and light,

Aswini
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"The knowledge of God may be likened to a man,
while the love of God
like a woman knowledge has entry
only to the outer rooms of God, and none
can enter into it. His mysteries save only
a lover for none but a woman has
access to the inner chambers."
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Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsar
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Messages of Love
Here are few words friends have shared,
about our dearest Jaiyanthi

“Jaiyanthi aunty will be missed. She was a driven, determined and
dedicated woman who epitomised the word ‘selflessness’. Her heart
and head seemed to be shared amongst what was going on in
Australia and that was happening back home. Her commitment and
dedication to helping others was undoubtedly her finest quality. “

- Shiranee Pararajasingham

“Your Amma was an inspiration to many. Her concern for others
and her commitment indeed, not just in word, to helping others was
inspirational. | would always be amazed by her boundless energy
and willingness to help everyone. Your Amma has left a legacy of
love that no one can take away. “

- Frank Thiruchelvam

“Though | didn’t spend a great deal of time with her, she welcomed
me into her home when | was lost, confused and jet lagged in
Australia and knew no one on the other side of the world. | felt like |
had family the moment | arrived at your place.”

- Aarani Stoneham

“She is a phenomenal woman that had a huge impact on the
community. She was a powerful and empowering woman. Every
time | was lucky to bump into her she would always have something
inspiring to say.”

- Bhargavi Nirmalarajan
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Acknowledgment

We wish to express our
sincere thanks and deepest gratitude
to all our family and friends
who have given us love and support.

Our appreciation also goes to those
who helped us tirelessly to prepare
and carry out the ceremonial services.

Thank you all for supporting us in
our time of bereavement.

Family
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She said that a few good seeds
is all it taKes for a forest to grow.

So she worked tirelessly to
help others.

Grow these seeds in her name and
let her legacy be the forest that
we all create together.
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