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LONDON PAGES

Life on the Moon

M. Thayalan

By 2050, humans will make
remarkable advances in

space exploration.

Scientists believe the Moon could
be used as a habitat for humans
with the right resources and tech-

nology.

Ayshnavi and Sonica share the
dream of finding a way for humans
to survive on the Moon. Research-
ers who know its challenges have
studied the Moon's surface exten-
sively. Ayshnavi raised a concern
during a research discussion about
how humans could survive on the
Moon without oxygen.

So Sonica was like, “Yeah, 1
agree,” but then she started telling
me these wild theories about how
10 make our oxygen and live on the
Moon. Can you believe that?

Diluxshan, this passionate sci-
entist, found their talk interesting
and shared how he believed humans
could succeed on the Moon. He had

spent years researching and testing
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various methods, and he was de-
termined to prove his idea.

“I disagree,” Diluxshan inter-
rupted, joining the conversation.
“I believe there are methods to
produce oxygen on the Moon. We
need to be creative and investigate
different solutions.”

Diluxshan shared his ideas with
Avshnavi and Sonica about how the
Moon s environment can affect liv-
ing organisms.

They wanted to test this using a
monkey with any elements collect-
ed from the Moon.

Diluxshan advised Ayshnavi and
Sonica to collect air samples from
the scientist who visited the Moon
last month to analyse its composi-
fion.

Ayshnavi and Sonica went and
collected the samples and started
the investigation with Diluxshan.

The team found a new element,

Aydigen, in the Moon sample.
They were testing with a monkey
ina fake Moon place on Earth. They
used the Avdigen thing they found
on the Moon instead of oxygen.
The team watched the monkey s
health and behaviour closely
through a live video feed. Everyone
was super excited o see the outcome
Sinally. Unfortunately, the monkey
couldn t handle the harsh conditions
on the Moon, and as time passed,
the team started losing hope. They
felt pretty bummed out about it, but
they didn 't want to give up just yet.
So they kept searching for a solution.
Despite their best efforts, the ex-
periment was a total failure.
Avshnavi and Sonica researched
Avdigen and discovered that it could
support life but needed refinement
and testing. They put much effort
into making Aydigen belter by ex-

perimenting with hundreds of mon-
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kevs.

The team found one monkey out
of hundreds adapted well to Aydigen,
showing humans can coexist with
it.

This success overjoyed the team,
ready to send two monkeys to the
Moon.

Sakish, Aran, and Thusanth, who
are skilled scientists, joined the
team to share their expertise. To-
gether, they carefully planned and
executed the mission, knowing the
risks involved.

Afier a long journey, the crew
finally landed on the Moon's sur-
Jace. They had fancy life support
systems with air infused with Ay-
digen, which they kept an eye on,
Jjotting down any changes. The hu-
man subjects did pretty well on the
Moon, proving that with the help
of Aydigen, humans can survive

there. The monkeys also made it for

several hours. The team was super
stoked about this fantastic achieve-
ment!

News of their achievement rap-
idly spread worldwide, capti vating
people’s imagination and fueling
humanity’s desire to explore and
colonise the Moon.

Ayshnavi, Sonica, Diluxshan,
Sakish, Aran, and Thusanth worked
hard to make Aydigen technology
better and easier to use. They faced
some challenges, but they didnt
give up. They wanted to make it
possible for people to live on the
Moon, and their work was super
crucial for making this happen.

And guess what? Thanks to their
dedication, research, and hard work,
we will now have a lunar colony!
Thousands of people will live on
the Moon, and Avshnavi, Sonica,
Diluxshan, Sakish, Aran, and Thu-

santh made it possible.
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They helped us explore beyond
Earth and discover new things. The

Moon colony is thriving, and we’re

tract the rich minerals and elements
on the Moon for various purposes.

Ayshnavi and her colleagues delved

getting closer to
exploring the cos-
mos. Ayshnavi, Son-
ica, Diluxshan,
Sakish, Aran, and

Thusanth can be

They made a booming
industry on the Moon by
using its natural resources.
The colony became a centre

of innovation, attracting

deep into under-
standing the
Moon's geology
and conducted ex-
tensive studies to

identify viable re-

proud of themselves | scientists, engineers, and | oy7ces.
for helping us make | entrepreneurs worldwide. Their efforts
our dreams come yielded promising

true.

As the lunar colony continued
to thrive, the scientists led by
Ayshnavi remained at the forefront
of research and development. They
sought to further enhance the qual-
ity of life on the Moon and make it
a sustainable habitat for generations
to come.

One of their primary focuses
was the exploration and utilisation

of lunar resources. They could ex-

results. They discovered vast re-
serves of helium-3, an isotope that
held immense potential as a fuel
source for advanced fusion reactors.
They realised that harnessing this
resource could revolutionise ener-
gv production on Earth and beyond.

1t thrilled the science field as we
planned to extract helium-3 from
the Moon. Ayshnavi's team led the
charge, collaborating with engi-

neers and technicians to develop
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innovative mining and extraction
technologies.

The team faced unexpected chal-
lenges while mining on the Moon
because of its rough terrain and
harsh environment. However, they
persevered by using their collective
knowledge and innovative thinking
to overcome each obstacle.

The lunar colony flourished with
a steady supply of helium-3, easing
Farth’s energy crisis.  Avshnavi
and team developed advanced tech-
niques to grow plants in lunar hab-
itats, creating a self-sustaining food
source using genetically changed
crops and hydroponic systems. The
once barren landscapes of the Moon
transformed into lush gardens, a
testament to humanity s ability to
adapt and thrive in harsh conditions.

Avshnavi and her colleagues
continued to push the boundaries

of knowledge, exploring the Moon

by conducting experiments and ob-
servations to expand our under-
standing of the lunar environment.
Their discoveries paved the way
Jor further advancements in lunar
science and technology.

Over time, the lunar colony grew
into a bustling hub of activity, be-
coming a centre for scientific re-
search, innovation, and cultural
exchange. People from all walks of
life came together, united by their
shared fascination with the Moon
and its possibilities.

Ayshnavi's team became revered
figures, celebrated for their immense
contributions to lunar colonisation.
Their tireless dedication and un-
wavering commitment to scientific
progress had shaped a future where
humanity had found a second home
among the stars.

As the scientists looked upon the

flourishing lunar colony, they
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couldn’t help but reflect on their
Jjourney. They had come a long way
Jfrom their humble beginnings, driv-
en by a shared vision and an insa-
tiable curiosity about the universe.

On the Moon, they focused on
developing infrastructure and man-
ufacturing capabilities. They want-
ed the Moon to produce what it
needed and not rely on Earth. They
worked with engineers to design
and build mining, refining, and
manufacturing facilities.

They made a booming industry
on the Moon by using its natural
resources. The colony became a
centre of innovation, attracting sci-
enlists, engineers, and entrepreneurs
worldwide.

As the lunar population grew,
the need for efficient transportation
systems became clear. Ayshnavi and
her team spearheaded the develop-

ment of a lunar transportation net-

work that connected various settle-
ments and mining sites. They
designed and constructed lunar
vehicles, utilising electric propul-
sion systems and autonomous nav-
igation technologies to ensure safe
and efficient travel across the
Moon s surface.

The lunar colony became a hub
Jor research in various fields, in-
cluding astrophysics, space medi-
cine, and lunar geology. Ayshnavi
and her team continued to expand
humanity's understanding of the
Moon, uncovering its mysteries and
unlocking its vast scientific poten-
tial.

The scientists Ayshnavi, Sonica,
Diluxshan, Sakish, Aran, and Thu-
santh made impressive advance-
ments while working on the lunar
colony. Their work caught the at-
tention of the United States govern-

ment, which saw the strategic and
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economic importance of lunar col-
onisation. As a result, the govern-
ment invited the scientists to a
top-secret facility in America to
collaborate and offer support. The
government briefed the scientists
on a classified mission at the facil-
ity, which they had planned to gain
a compeltitive edge in the global
space race.

The government officials pro-
posed a plan to keep the team’s
discoveries and advancements a
secrel so that America could main-
tain control over lunar resources
and its global power status. This
decision posed a moral dilemma
Jfor Ayshnavi's team who had ded-
icated themselves to advancing
scientific knowledge for the better-
ment of humanity.

The team needed help with the
conflicting ideals of progress and

transparency versus the potential

benefits of aligning with the gov-
ernment. They ultimately prioritised
the greater good rather than en-
dorsing the government’s plan.

Ayshnavi, the team s unofficial
leader, spoke up firmly, expressing
their stance.

“We cannot keep these discov-
eries (o ourselves. Our mission has
always been to advance humanity s
understanding of the cosmos and
benefit everyone, not just one nation.
We must prioritise the progress of
our species.”

The government officials were
unhappy with their response, but
Ayshnavi and her team remained
firm in their beliefs. To avoid the
government s scrutiny, they devised
a plan to share their findings dis-
creetly with trusted individuals and
organisations worldwide.

Using their extensive network

of contacts and collaborators in the
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scientific community, they leaked
their research and discoveries
through secure channels and en-
crypted communication. This re-
sulted in the gradual spread of the
truth beyond the control of the
American government.

The revelations caused an uproar
among governments, space agen-
cies, and the public, leading to de-
mands for transparency and equal
access to the advancements in lunar
colonisation. As a result, pressure
mounted on the American govern-
ment to reveal the full extent of the
research and share it with the glob-
al scientific community.

The American government, tak-
en aback by the public outcry and
fearing the loss of credibility, had
no choice but (o reconsider its
stance. They realised that withhold-
ing information and resources would

only lead to isolation and condem-

nation on the international stage.

Reluctantly, the government re-
leased a statement acknowledging
the contributions of Ayshnavi and
her team. They conceded to the
importance of collaboration and
the shared responsibility of advanc-
ing humanity s knowledge of the
Moon and beyond.

In a meaningfid address, Ayshna-
vi expressed gratitude for global

support and emphasised the need

Jor unity and collaboration among

nations io better humanity 5 future
in space exploration. The disclosure
of the team's research ignited a
wave of international cooperation
and collaboration. The once-secre-
tive American government embraced
the spirit of openness and partner-
ship, realising the potential for

mutual benefit and progress.
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Appeintment with Jeve

S.L Kishor

By Six  min-
utes to six,

he was told the fabu-
lous round-the-clock
over the informa-
tion booth in Grand
Central Station. The
tall young army lieu-
tenant who had just
come from the di-
rection of the tracks
lifted his sunburned
face, and his eyes
narrowed to note the
exact time. His heart
was pounding with a
beat that shocked him
because he could not
control it. In six minutes, he would see the woman who had filled such
a special place in his life for the past thirteen months, the woman he
had never seen vet whose written words had been with him and sus-
tained him unfailingly.

He placed himself close to the information booth, just beyond the
ring of people besieging the clerks.

Lieutenant Blandford remembered one night in particular, the worst
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of the fighting, when his plane

had been caught amid a pack of

Zeros. He had seen the grinning
Jface of one of the enemy pilots.

In one of his letters, he had
confessed to her that he often felt

Lieutenant Blandford
did not hesitate. His fingers
gripped the small, worn,
blue leather copy of Human
Bondage to identify him to
her. This would not be love,
but it would be something
precious, perhaps even rarer
than love — a friendship for
which he had been and must
ever be grateful...

fear, and only a few days before
this battle had he received her an-
swer. “Of course, you fear ... all
brave men do. Didn 't King David
know fear? Thats why he wrote
the Twenty-third Psalm. Next time
you doubt yourself, I want you
fo hear my voice reciting: "Yea,
though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I shall

fear no evil, for Thou art with
me...” And he had remembered
and heard her imagined voice,
which renewed his strength and
skill.

Now, he was going to hear her
authentic voice. Four minutes to
six. His face grew sharp.

Under the immense, starred
roof, people walked fast, like
threads of colour woven into a
grey web. A girl passed close to
him, and Lieutenant Blandford
started. She was wearing a red
Sflower in her suit lapel, but it was
a crimson sweel pea, not the little
red rose they had agreed upon.
Besides, this girl was too young,
about eighteen, whereas Hollis
Meynell had frankly told him she
was thirty. “Well, what of it?” he
had answered. “I'm thirty-two.”
He was twenty-nine.

His mind went back to that
book — the book the Lord Himself
must have put into his hands out
of the hundreds of army library
books sent to the Florida train-
ing camp; of Human Bondage,
it was, and throughout the book
were nofes in a woman s writing.
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He had always hated that writ-
ing-in-habit, but these remarks
were different. He had never be-
lieved that a woman could see
into a man's heart so tenderly, so
understandingly. Her name was
the bookplate: Hollis Meynell.
He had gotten hold of a New York
City telephone book and found
her address. He had written, and
she had an answer. He had been
shipped out the next day, but they
had gone on writing.

For thirteen months, she had
Jaithfully replied and more than
replied. When his letters did not
arrive, she wrote anyway, and
now he believed | loved her, and
she loved him.

But she had refused all his
pleas to send him her photo-
graph. That didn't seem reason-
able, of course. But she had ex-
plained: “If vour feeling for me
has any reality, any honest basis,
what I look like won t matter. Sup-
pose ['m beautiful. I'd always be
haunted by the feeling that you
had been taking a chance on just
that, and that kind of love would
disgust me. Suppose I'm plain

(and you must admit that this is
more likely). Then I'd always fear
You were going on writing to me
only because you were lonely and
had no one else. No, don 't ask for
my picture. When you come 1o
New York, you will see me, and
then you shall make your deci-
sion. Remember, we can stop or
continue after that — whichever
we choose...”

The girl in the green suit was
walking quickly away.

One minute to six...

Then Lieutenant Blandfords
heart leapt higher than his plane
had ever done.

A young woman was coming
toward him. Her figure was long
and slim; her blond hair lay back
in curls from her delicate ears.
Her eyes were blue flowers: her
lips and chin had a gentle firm-
ness. In her pale green suit, she
was like springtime come alive.

He started toward her, forget-
ting that she was wearing no rose.
As he moved, a small, provocative
smile curved her lips.

“Going my way, soldier?” she
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murmured.

Uncontrollably, he made one
step closer to her. Then he saw
Ho Meynell.

She was standing almost di-
rectly behind the girl, a woman
well past forty, her greying hair
tucked under a worn hat. She was
more than plump; her thick-an-
kled feet were thrust into low-
heeled shoes. But wore a red rose
in the rumpled lapel of her brown
coal.

The girl in the green suit was
walking quickly away. Blandford
felt as though he were being split
in two; his desire to follow the
girl was so keen, yet so deep was
his longing for the woman whose
spirit had truly companioned.
It upheld his own, and there she
stood. Her pale, plump face was
gentle and sensible; he could see
that now. Her grey eyes had a
warm, kindly twinkle.

Lieutenant Blandford did not
hesitate. His fingers gripped the
small, worn, blue leather copy
of Of Human Bondage to identi-
fv him to her. This would not be
love, but it would be something

precious, perhaps even rarer than
love — a friendship for which he
had been and must ever be grate-
Sul...

He squared his broad shoul-
ders, saluted, and held the book
toward the woman. However. even
while he spoke, he felt choked by
the bitterness of his disappoint-
ment.

“I'm Lieutenant John Bland-
ford, and you are Miss Meynell.
I'm so glad you could meet me.
May -— may [ take you to din-
ner?” The woman’s face broad-
ened in a tolerant smile. “I don't
know what this is all about, son,”
she answered. “That young lady
in the green suit — the one who
Justwent by — begged me to wear
this rose on my coat. And she said
that if you asked me to go out
with you, I should tell you she's
waiting for you in that big restau-
rant across the street. She said it
was some test. I've got two boys
with Uncle Sam myself, so I didn
mind to oblige you.”

( Thanks to S.L. Kishor, This story is
Sfrom his short story collection)
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