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Immediate release: August 20, 2024

Tamil Canadians call for the complete rejection of CTC
and the boycott of all its activities including Tamil Fest

The infamous ‘Himalayan Declaration" became public on December 7, 2023, when members of Global Tamil Forum
(GTF), its member organization Canadian Tamil Congress (CTC) and some Buddhist monks, signed and handed over
a declaration to the President of Sri Lanka, and other Sinhala political parties. The content of the document
completely undermines the aspirations of the Tamil people while also aiming to bail out those who committed
genocide against the Tamil people in the island of Sri Lanka.

The Tamil people have continuously demonstrated their aspirations for a permanent political solution based on their
inalienable right to self-determination in their traditional homeland comprising the Northern and Eastern provinces
on the island of Sri Lanka. Tamil people have also continued to demand international recognition, international
accountability and remedial justice for the genocide committed against Tamil people by the Sri Lankan state.

The resolution adopted by the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) on October 6, 2022, (51/1) has given
a mandate to the OHCHR to collect, consolidate, analyze and preserve evidence to develop possible strategies for
international accountability processes to advocate for victims and survivors and to support relevant judicial and
other proceedings. Hence, the evidence currently being collected by the OHCHR will very well be used for future
processes, such as trials that will hold Sri Lankan genocidaires accountable for their crimes. This is the most
effective way to stop the ongoing Tamil Genocide by Sri Lanka, a necessary precondition for any peaceful
resolution of the conflict.

However, contrary to the UNHRC resolution 51/1, a statement (Statement 5} in the "Himalayan Declaration” reads,
“Envision a Sri Lanka that is reconciled and committed to learning from its past and creating measures including
accountability to ensure that such suffering never occurs again.” This is deceptively written in a way that absolves
past crimes and confines accountability only to the future. This clearly shows that those who committed the
genocide against the Tamil people will never be held accountable. This not only contradicts resolution 51/1 but
also aims to derail the current UNHRC accountability process. The Tamil people in the diaspora and the homeland
have vehemently and unequivocally condemned this treacherous move by GTF and CTC to bail out Sri Lanka.
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The declaration completely avoids talking about the aspirations of the Tamil people. The whole document does not
mention “Tamil people,” thus completely masking the identity of the victims. Thera is no hope that this effort will bring any
wallue to the Tamil people; rather, this declaration will irrecoverabzly damage our effort o iind permanent peace and a
permanent political solution, Lessons from the past indicate that once the S Lankan govemment is freed from
international accountakility, they will continue ther path of the last 76 years of genocide aganst the Tamil people, While
the clandestine talks involving GTF, CTC. and some Buddhist monks took place in Mepal In April 2023. the Sri Lankan
institutions defied the courl order Lo stop the destruction of ancient Hmdu termples and build Buddhnst temples on the
same site. The judge who issued the court order had to flee the country after facing death threats. No discussions about
peace should have taken place while the two-faced actions of the Sri Lankan govemment continued, The GTF and CTC
continuing the discussions under these treacherous circumstances only make them complicit in the ongoing Tamil
Genocide on the island. In addition, the ‘Himalayan Declaration” is silent on the fate of aver 145,000 missing Tamil people
dunng the heights of the Tamil Genocide, The loved ones of the missng people have already condermned the aclion Laken
by the CTC and GTF and rejected the "Himalayan Declaration,”

The GTF lost its legitimacy to represent Tamil people when 14 organizations, who orginally formed it in 2009, dishanded
later, accusing the GTF of undemocratic actions and misrepresenting Tamil peoples’ aspirations. The only organization
which remained with GTF until recently was CTC.

Since 20040, it was evident that both these organizabions were drifling away from the aspirabions of the Tamil people. Dunng
the many engagements internationally and in Canada. it was evident that CTC has miserably failed to represent Tamil
Canadians or reflect Tamil peoples” aspirations. In Canada, there is a widespread recognition federally, provincially,
municipally and acress school boards of the genccide committed against Tamil pecple. Being a registered Canadian
organization and attempting to downplay the Tamil Genocide committed by successive Governments of Sri Lanka is going
against the unanimoustly passed motions and bills passed at all levels of government in Canada.

Moreover, it s incomprehensible thal GTF and CTC met and took photos with the Sn Lankan genocidaire, the former
President Mahinda Rajapakshe. whom the Government of Canada has imposed a sanction There is unanimous
condemnation of GTF and CTC in the Tamil diaspora and the Tamil people n therr raditional homeland on the istond of S
Lanka, Tamil Canadians are taking sericus note of CTC's stand and taking collective action. Many of CTC's Board of
Dhrectars, members and advisors have resigned, while many sponsors have also revoked their suppord,

By betraying the Tamil peoples’ aspirations and attempting to protect S Lankan genocidaires from international
accountability, the CTC has become irrelevant among Tamil Canadians: The Tamil Canadians collectively call elected
afficials and all levels of government to completely reject CTC and boyeott all its activities including Tamil Fest

Thank you. 2
Mational Council of Canadian Tamils

|?3“} @ncctonline f mncctanling
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