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KAPRUK

SUPER MARKET-STYLE DEPARTMENT STORE

A fairyland of a shopping centre devoted entirely to the
best in local handicrafts, gems, jewels, batiks, silverware,
handlooms, textiles, other beautiful articles and a variety
of products of Sri Lanka,

The department store offers both citizens of Sri Lanka and
tourists a unique experience in shopping. There is a
coffee shop on the fourth floor for shoppers to refresh
themselves.

VISIT KAPRUK

For'a unique shopping experience.
4th Floor — Times Building, Colombo 1.
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CEYLON AT WAR

T~

“The U-boat surfaced and an oficer wanted to know whether there iwere any British

S_UMEWHERE in the Medi-
terranean a French ship
fhe “Ville de la Ciotat”, was
steaming to the scene of war,
The year was 1915, and  the
day was Christmas Eve.

The ship was conveyving the
first Ceylonese contingent of
volunteers for active service
ang the men Were in  high
spirits. As a Christmas Eve
treat they were served with
cold pork, omelette ang claret
but as the dishes were in cir-
culation there was an explo-
slon and the plates and
crockery were flung to the
floor, In that instani no one
knew what had happened. The
“Ville de Ia ciotat” had been

soldiers in our bogt”

By DONOVAN

J. MOLDRICH

torpedoed, For the Ceylonege
contingent on board the war
What followed
was a battle for survival as
torpedo after torpedo hit the

had begun.

ship,

Fourteen Ceylonese died in
Many escaped
death at sea, but were later
killed in actlon at the front.
Among them wag C, L, Mello-
njous who, in a letter to his

the sinking.

parents, wrote:—
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“We did jump for that noise
from our seats, and as soon
as I turned my back {he
first thing I caught sight of
was the boys climbing the
stairs like monkeys. I made a
rush for my cabin ang the
first thing I thought of was
my cigarettes”,

Leaving his cabin  Mello-
nious spotted a {riend, Georgie
Stirling, peeping out of his
cabin. He asked Stirling fto
come along with himn  bub
Stirling who had been ill, re-
plied: “Oh Mello, T am off to
sleep".

When Mellonious got to the
boat alloetted to him in boat
drill—there was no boat. The



1

poat had already been lowered
and like some others it had
been smashed by being dashed
against the side of the sinking
ship by the waves.

Mellonious and  ‘ahother
friend, C. V., Misso, ran to-
wards the end of the ship
where they saw a boat being
lowered. “I spoke to Misso
in Sinhalese' Mellonious re-
called, “saying “Hittapang,
thang paninda epa’. We waited
a few seconds and when I
saw that boat lowered a  few
feet, T told Misso, ‘Panapang!’
and I, too, jumped,

“Once in the boap we were
safe as the ropes of thisg bhoat
had been cut off, We then
started rowing for our dear
lives, owllg to the fear that
the boat would be sucked in.
To tell you the truth, it was
with feelings of regret that I
saw the ship sink, head fore-
most, and the last I saw of
her wag the French flag”.

Soon Mellonious and the
other survivors had another
surprise. “A few minutes later
I saw the submarine come up
angd heard an officer speaking
to a Frenchmuan, I learnt
later from the latter that the
Hun wanfed to know whether
there were any English sol-
diers on heard, It was &
lovely sight to see the sub-
marine, the whole craft cover-
ed with aluminium”,

With their ship at the bot-
tom of the nMediterraniean and
the submarine departed in
search of more enemy ships,
Mellonious and party had no-
thing left to do but to drift
n hope that a friendly ship
would spot them. Before they
sailed away Thowever, they
Noticeq other survivors

“While our hoat wag moving
along I heard some one shout
out ‘Mello, Mello’. Turning
round I saw that it was Mold-
rich, clinging on to a raft.
This was J, B, Moldrich of the
Royal Fusiliers, who was later
killed in the Battle of the
Somme,

“I asked him to wait”, wrote
Mellonious, “till our hoat came
that way. Looking round we
caw a French lady clinging to
4 chair and being picked up
by another boat. Having pick-
ed up Moldrich we Went to the
rescue of a Frenchman and
another. who  were mnoticed

snking,  We manuaged to pick
them up”,

Mellonious and the other
survivors drifted for three
hours before they were spotted
by a  PBritisy  vessel, the
‘Meroe” which took them on
poard,  After steaming hot
coffee they were none the
worse for their adventure but
rfourteen Ceylanese had al-
ready died in the waters of
the Mediterranean.

“Of the lot”, wrote Mello-
nlous, “the De Vos hrothers
were the best and the jolliest
chaps I came across. If they

He jumped on {g the
parapet spurring  his men
into  qetion dgainst the
enemy,

had only listened to me as I
had wadvised them to stick to
me. I am sure they would
have been alright”. The De
Vos brothers were 1. G. and
C, W- They were sons of
Mr, Henry-de Vos, a CGR
guard and Mrs. De Vos. L.
G. resighed from the Colombo
Municipality to fight in the
war, while C. W., like his
father, was a rallway guard,
The others who died in the
sinking of the ship were Gra-
ham, F, Perera, Aelian Kings-
ley D'Silva, G. P stirling, G-
Van Rooyen, Willlam Whittle,
W. E. Speldewinde, william
Weerakoon, A, G. F. Perera
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R. Robertson, S, Ramauathan,
C. H. 8. de Saram and .
Obpeysekere,

The survivors of the "Ville
de la Ciotat” and others who
reached the front without
mishap were ston in the thick

of the fig Deaths at the
ront b he tragedy of
war into Ceylonese

“Queen’s

that in £
fighting «
on the ps
“Come o1
Eighth.
these begg
time he I
with his
succeeded
but was hit
so doing,
came back
bearers (v
him) wh

his side,

bearers arr

fused to be G until some
men of the ¢ re dreszed

and when
bearers ¢
time he sen
saying: “No 3
the time to do
perly.... When
them to attend
for morphia, &
never regained

pelieve
sciousness'”.

Set. A. W. Hodgson in  a
letter to Governer Chalmers,

wrote: “We could have asked
for 1no better or more kindly
gentleman for our officer, The
manner in which he met his
death was indeed a glorious
one and worthy of the best
traditions of the British
Army*”, ;

‘The first Ceylonesg 10 be
killed In action was Lt. G..C.
B. Loos, of the 3rd Worces-
ters, He was a son.of the

‘Hon, Mr, F. C. Loos, i Mem-



per of the Legislative Councll
ang of Mrs, Loos of “Rose-
neath’, Colombo,

Among those whp Iived
to relate a particularly narrow
escape Wias Private J. H. A.
Krause. In a letter to his
father which was reproduced
In “The Times of Ceylon” on
Fepruary 15, 1918, Krause
wrote on the Battle of Ypres:
¢y7e had a hot time there
with gas and shells, We then
took charge of a portion of the
line at Lens and held Hill 70
A shell came over and blew me
aver with the tea I was drink-
ing. I only got a slight
woutid in my thigh®.

One of the most vivid des-
criptions of the agony and
horror of war was written by
Corporal W, H Pate.

Describing action at the
front he wrote: "A German
plane followed us all the way
and when we were all in the
wood they let go. Their shells
tell like rain in about three
acreg of wood, Nearly every
square foot of earth was
turned up. Trees came crash-
Ing down and they used every
conceivable form of shell—gas
shells, tremendously high ex-
plosives, shrapnel, ‘Whis
bangs' (a sort of shrapnel
which gives one no chance at
qll—it comes so quick), liguid
fire, trench mortars and
machine-guns galore trained
on us to a nicety. Neuve
Chappel was nothing to it

“There was no chance of
turning back and we had to go
through with it I Was
knocked doym several times hy
the concussion of the shells.
but managed to  escape
through. I lay in one newly-
made shell hole for about two
minutes .and then up and on
again. I had scarcely gone
fifteen yards when another
shell dropped just where I
had been. The ground keph
heaving like as though the
earth were breathing like
some huge chest of a glant
We returned to camp twenty-
four hours later; and when we
mustered for roll call I cried,
and so did some of the rest
when we saw what wag left of
us.’

“yre were in the trenches
now but my nerves are all
gone to pieces and I do not
think they will be the same
again for a long time to come.
1 will not tell vou everything
about it in my letters for I
cannot but when I cOme home

again T wii, .. ...”
Pate, a Trinitian, was lager
wounded, but survived the

in which

were hiding,

war. To some extent his des-
cription of the fighting antl-
cipateq Richard Aldington's
“Death of a Hero".

A turning polnt in the First
War was the breaking through
of the Hindenburg Line, and
a young Ceylonese, H. B
Young, who had been a su
inspector of the Board of
improvement of Nuwara Eliya
wags in the thick of the fight-
ng. :

This was one of five
major battles in which he had
fought, according to ‘‘The
Times of Ceylon” of January
21, 1018, and he got through
them all “without a wound al-
though he had close shaves'”.

Writing to a friend in
Nuwara Eliva he said he had
felt “quite snug” in the Hin-
denburg tunnel which was
nine mileg long

As the war was drawing (0
4 close in 191B Ceylonese who
had been wounded at the
tront were allowed to return

home,
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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On January 15, 1918, “The
Times of Ceylon’” reported
that Mr, Roy Van Twest who
had been in the Survey De-
partment and had seen service
in Framece had returned with
a wound just below the left
£ye,

E, C. Jacotine had returned
with a wound in the hand. He
was awarded the  Military
Medal for Bravery.

L. Fretz, who had been a
clerk in the Colondal Secre-
tary’s Office had lost a finger
on  active  service, while
Howard Poulier had als¢ re-
turned wounded to the Island,

A curious feature of sailings
for the frontline was that they
went on almost till Armistice
Day. :

On November 4. 1818, when
the end of the war was quite
evident, “The Times of Ce¥-
lon” rpeported that four Cey-
lonese angd one European had
yolunteered for war service.

The Ceylonese were 5 P
Faton, K James, J 1. Perera
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and Hilton Dickman and the
European was B, Langran,
ASP,

On the same day  “The
Times of Ceylon" reported
that the Fort had assumed ‘‘a
garb of rejoicing’ following
the Armistice with Turkey a
party of students also paraded
the Forg “singing  patriotic
songs and generally making
a thorough nuisance of them-
selves”.

Not to be outdone [Pettah
merchasts met at  Jegima
Stores and decided that “all
the Mohammedan shops in the
Pettah” should be closed on
November 6 “on account of the
success of the British and
their Allies pver the Turks”,

The dawn of peace was
imminent when a special ser-
vice was held at St, Peter's
Church, €olombo, on Novem-
ber 2 1918, to pray for the
326 Ceylon men (including
Europeans) who had dieq in
the war

“It was distinct from  the
services we have had before”,
Wrote “The Times of Ceylon”
Teporter who covered the event
for his newspaper. “On those
(earlier) occasions the feeling
ut best prevailed that the war

yet to be won; at worst
that our enemies looked like
winning in which case our gal-
lant dead would have perish-
ed in vain. This morning a
New element intervened It
first became evident as = one
rode to the church along the
principal thoroughfares in the
Fort where from many of the
buildings flags fluttereq gaily
in the brisk morning breeze
signifying the surfender of
Turkey and the probability of
an knmediate peace, And
later the same note of jubila-
tion was sounded. at the hegin-
Ding of the service in  the
church when the Bishop of
Colombo referred to the capi-
tulation of Turkey and the
possibllities it opened up for
an immediate cessation of hos-
tilltiesr.

“The Government”, wrote f
“Times of Ceylon” reporter,
“locked upon g church full of
khakhi, with a smattering of
the whites of the Nayy and
the Colonial Service, the
darker mufti of prominent
civilians and the soft tints of
the ladies",

Roll of Honour

FIWHE list of the Ceylonese
who died on active ser-
vice in World War I is sas

follows:i— -
Lt. C. G, B, Loos,
G. J, C. Yan Reoyen,
R. Robertson,
C. W. de Vos,
L. G, de Vos,
W, E, Speldewinde,
C. H. 8. de Saram
F, Obeysekere,
Graham F. Perera,
8. O. L, Pereira,
William Weerakoon,
S, Ramanathan,
William Whittle,
G, P. Stirling,
Aelian C. K, d'Silva,

Lt. Rory Joseph,

2nd Lt. H. G- H, Jan
James Loos

A, J. Wells,

C. L. Mellonious,

A Paramanathan,

J. B. Moldrich,

8. L. V. Reimers,

Major R. E, E. Kriekenbeek

E, L, Brohier,

Sam P. M. Nell,

C. F. Eent,

Frank Drieberg,

Kingsley Redlich,

E. F. Edema

H, E, W. Staples,

Harry St. john,

E. A, H. Gibson,

D. J. Lourensz,

A, Aiyaduraij,

G, Paktsun,

P. C, Sirisena,

M. D. Jansz,

Leslie de Vos

L. G. Toussaint

Clive B, Joachim

C. H. Kate,

A, C, Wijekoon,

H, C, Foster,

H. R, Jacotine,

¥, Ludovici,

H. A E. de Vos,

W. Peter de Alwis, and

H. . Van Sanden

Iwo hundred and seventy-
six Britons from Ceylon slso
died fighting at the front,

Rev, W. A stone delivered
the sermon “and the chirrup-
ing of the sparrows lent a
strange note of merriment t0
the solemn oration’

The climax of the service
came when Rev. Qarnety read
out the names of the Ceylon
men who had died in  the
war, With mingled feelings of
S0ITOW and pride one realised
that the Angel of Death had
been busy claiming his vie
tims among Ceylon men, and
stray tears that trickled down
the faces of many in the con-
gregation showed thag it re-
vived memories of their rela-
tions and friends, to use
John Bright’s pregnant phrase,
brought the Angel near
enough 1in their imagination
for them to hear the flutter
of hiz wings.

On November 12, 1918, “The
Times of Ceylon” reported
that “A wave of Jjubilation
Swept over Colombo last even-
ing when it became known
that the Armistice had been
signed with Germany”.

All Colombo, of course, was
on tip-toe of expectation from

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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noon onwards angd cnce the
DEWs got abroad it spread like
wildfite, As the evening Wore
on rounds of cheering and the
singing of the National
Anthem and patriotic airs
floated on the breeze: spora-
dic displays of fireworks illu-
mined the skies: and motor-
cars some of them decorated
with blinking Chinese Ian-
terns and variegated flags, all
of them carrying excited oceu-
pants announcing the news,
charged merrily along the
prineipal roads”

The two main hotels, the
Galle Face Hotel and the
Grand Oriental Hotel, were
“hives of rejoicing crowds,
agog with excitement, which
eradually died down through
sheer physical fatigue with
the approach of morning when
it was taken up afresh by new-
comers who had not exhaust-
ed their evenlng by thess noc-
turnal demonstrations,

Friday (Nov. 15) and Satur-
day (Nov, 16) were declared
public and bank holidays by
the Governor.
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She named her home in the Isle of Wight ‘Dimbola’
in memory of her association with Ceylon, and she returned
to Ceylon to spend the last years of her eventful life.

Woman who
pioneered the
art of the camera

HAMPSHIRE has three tan-

gible reminders of Julla
Margaret Camerorn, the unc.n-
ventional ang extremely gift-
teqd ploneer of photographic
portraiture.

The first of these iz her
home, Dimbola, at Freshwaler,
Isle of Wight, named after
one of the Cameron estates
and to which she moved to be
near her very great friends.
the Tennysons, at their home
in Farringford.

The house with its small
blue plague which marks the
one-time occupation of Mrs,
Cameron, bears no trace of its
turbulent past when it was
noted for its buzzing activity

The other two features which
are a reminder of Julia Came-
-ron are the exhipition of some
of her phofographs in the un-
usual setting of the Pler Wali-
ing Room at Yarmouth and a
stmilar collection in an egqually
unexpected yenue — the wait-
ing room at Brockenhurst
Railway Station.

The portralts gisplayed at
¥armouth were given to Yar-
mouth Town Trust in memory

JULIA MARGARET
CAMERON
of Mrs, Cameron by her {riend
Mrs. 8. Richard Fuller, who
was the Eranck-daughter of Wil-

liam Makepeace Thackeray.
The collection of photo-
graphs gt Brickenhurst Sta-

tion —eleven in  number—
were presen’ed by  Mrs.
Cameron herself in memory
of this being the meeting
place with one of her sons
after his long absénce in
Ceylon.

Mrs, Cameron, who was
porn in Caleutta in the year
of Waterloo, was regarded as
something of a character be-
cause of her unpredicteble
behaviour and unconventional
ways. Her six sisters were
noted for their beauty and
wit and she was said to be
the exception; but she had
other qualities which more
than compensated for that
particular lack, She was
generous, impulsive and ex-
fremely persuasive—as many
of her sisters came to realise!

Her father was a Scotsman
James Pattle, a high official
inn the Bengal Civil Service,
and her mother was g French-
womon of high rank, being
the daughter of Chevalier de
L'Etang who had been a page
of henour to Marie Antoinette.

While recuperating in 1834
at the Cape of Good Hope,
Julia met Charles Hay Cam-
eron, who was also recover-
ing from an illness, and four
years later they were
married in India. They
had a large family:
five sons and one daughter, in
addition to orphan nieces and
nephews whom they had
brought up with their own
family,

The Camerons’ home had
been two cottages, which
they had bought from a sailer
and had converted into one

She took to photography at the age of 50 as a pastime,
with a coalshed as her darkroom and a hen-house as her
studie, but her work is valued more highly than that of her
contemporaries. She has won acclaim for the outstanding
characterisation/ of her portraits.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



building by erecting a tower
between them. Dimhbola was
their home for 15 years, It
became noted for its hospita-
lity and was always packed
with guests, No visitor was
ever unwelcome at this goor.

It was at Dimhbola that
Julia Cameron first took up
photography.  Her husband
was away in the East and she
was feeling rather bored and
at a loose end because her
family had dispersed, While
she was on a visit to  her
daughter and son-in-law, they
Zave her a camera as.a part-
Ing gift and with characteris-
tie enthusiasm she returned
home to pursue her hobby
through every minute of day-
iight, Her coal lhouse was
trned inte a dark room and
her fowl house into a studio.
She persuaded Farmer Rice to
pe her first sitter and he was
paid the fee of 2/6d an hour
for this service.

She always said that her
first really successful photo-
eraph was of Annie a small
girl who turned out to be
rather fidsety, if less expen-
stve than her first sitter

At the time when Mrs.
Cameron took up photography,
collecting photographs was
the rage. Each family had its
photo album a prized possess-
ion with which visitors were
entertained or bored). At
that tlme. there were no less
than 35 photographic  busi-
nesses in Regent Street, Lon-
don, and one wholesale firm
claimed that their month-
ly sales of “cartes-de-yisit”
were £0,000. The greatest de-
mand was for photographs of
the Royal family and port-
raits of Queen Victoria were
s0ld by the thousands,

Julla Cameron's work show-
ed great “life" and orieinali-
L¥y. She disliked the conven-
tiona] portraits she had seen
of her friends, ~ which she
thought gave little indication
of the personality of the
sitter. Her technical ability
was often ecriticised but her
characterisation of her port-
raits was outstanding,

It was because of her great
friendship with the Tenny-
sons that Mrs, Cameron was
able to meet and photograph
many of the famous men of
her time. Among the people
-Wwho sat for her were Lord

“DIMBOLAY,

Tennyson  himself, Alice
Liddell (the original Alice in

Wonderland), Ellen Terry,
Longfellow, Darwin and
Carlyle.

Many of these distinguished
people found themselves n
strange situations and stran-
ger costumes, Robert Brown-
ing, for instance, was draped
in black velvet cloth—part of
the camera equipment—an
was left with the strongest
of warnings not to move onhe
tota while Mrs Camercn went
{0 prepare her plates. She was
away for such a long time
that the distinguished poet
thought he had been forgotten
but her instructions had been
s0 firm that he had rigidly
held his pose until she re-
turned!

Not only the famous were
coereed into visiting the con-
verted studio, but surprised
holiday-makers would find
themeelves being hustled along
1o be photographed. One
person who did withstand her
powers of persuasion was
Garibaldi—and he would not
change his mind even when
Tennyson added his entrea-
tles to those of Julla.

At her photographic exhibi-
tion in London in 1864 and
Paris in 1867 her work was
much admired for its vigerous
and expressive qualities, A]-
though most of her male
sitters were men of impor-
tance, the only well-known
women who sat for her were
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THE HOME OF THE CAMERONS FOR 15 YEARS

Annie Thackeray and Ellen
Terry.

G. T, Watts, the painter
and sculptor, was a great
friend and adviser to Mrs,
Cameronl. He had married
Ellen Terry in 1864 but they
separated the following year
and were divorced in 1877. In
1873 he builf a home for him-
seif in Freshwater Bay and
became a neighbour of the
Camerens,

The whole of Freshwater
mourned the departure of
the Camerons when they de-
cided to return to live in
Ceylon and many of their
friends and neighbours tra-
velled to Southampton to
give them a send-off.

They departed in charac-
teristic style together with
two large coffins which form-
ed part of their luggage each
packeq tight with glass and
china! As Julis had run out
of change for tips, she gave
to each of the porters a large
portrait instead!

Only four years after sail-
ing from Southampton, Julia
Cameron died at her son's
home, in far-off Colombo

but the two collections of pho-
tographs and the old house at
Freshwater are still tangible
reminders of the brillilant and
unconventional pioneer of
Photographic portraiture who,
nearly 100 years later, is still
believed never to have been
surpassed. —  (“Hampshire

Maganine),

N
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Market at mid-sea

market at mid-sea is an

unusual sight but, gbout
seven miles off the coast of
Negombo, this is exactly what
ONg Sees every morning after
sunrise.

I speng 12 hours at sea
(in a mechgnised three.fonner
named Mark Peter) widh
three young fishérmen. from
Negombo, K S, Milton Fer-
nando 19 Nemician I2rnando
19 and Vietgr Fernanda 18,

If one is to sense the real
adventure of the sea, ollg
must go along with fishermen.
We ieft at two in the morning
and by three-thiriv we were
a4t the estuary of the Negombg
Lagoon which was a hive of
activity __ boats laking n
fuel, provisions, hait and
fisherfolk chatting about ihe
prospects for the day.

Miiton, the skipper, man-
oeuvred the hoat safeiy
through the estuary, where

B.C. PERERA

the waters were always chop.-
Dy

As the boat cut aeross lhe
steely dark sea wa could see
the dark shoreline with the
glittering neon lighted cross of
St.  Marys Church, Grand
Street  receding behind us,
This cross acts as the light-
house for Negombo fishermen,

Nemician consulted his com-
pass occasionally, It was
necessary, he said, as the
mechanised boat travilled on
an average about 30 miles into
the sea.

At such a distance away
from the coast, the boatmen
must know  their hearings.
The boatmen could also de-
cide on the best placeg to
fish by observing the move-
ment of sea-birds as well as
small fish,

At 430 am_ Vietor motion-
ed the boat to slow down.
Then I saw  the panoramic
ang colourful fish ‘market’ in
the middle of the sea.

There were a large number

of fibre-glass lighter boats
and mechanised theppa:ms,
which fish at a range of 5 to
8 miles and ecatch small fish®
like ‘Budaya’, ‘Saalaya’, ‘Kum-
balawa' etc.

Bigger boats like ours that
fish farther out, buy fresh
fish to be used as bait. So
the theppams make a good
sale hefore reaching the
shore, One could ses hoat after
boat taking in bait fish from
the theppams in a small net
like contraption tied to a long
stick, and the men of the
theppams  balance themsel-
ves expertly on the heaving.
dashing sea, while making
their sales;, Af most times
money was paiq when they
reached the coast. There was
no ‘cut-threoatism’ here; in-
stead only friendliness and
camaraderie seldom found on
the shore.

When we were away about
20 miles from the ecoast, the
boat slowed down to begin
actual fishing operations. Two
long poles Were tied to the
two sides of (he boat and
Were secured just above the
engine room. On these poles
and at the rear end of the
boats. five fishing lines were
fixed and dropped to sea.

The boat then vicked up
speed over the heaving waves,
Looking around I saw far awdy
the catamarans, They fished
like beautiful black butterfiies
nearer the coast hecause they
needed time to get back fto
the shore Dbefore the fish
went bad.

The advantage of the
mechanised poat was that it
could get to the sea and come
back faster with more fish_
But the ‘oru remained still
the colourful symbol of Ne-
gombo.

Before we landed the first
fish we passed a sheal of dol-
phins known to the fishermen
as ‘mullas’ or ‘blood fish’, They
Weére moving in military for-
mation. “They are harmless.
They are the dogs of the
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fishermen at sea; they are.ow
pets”, Victor explained to me.

A tug alerted us that fish
was on one of the lines. The
boat slowed down gnd in  the
fishermen’s language the fish
was “given enough rope to
swallow”, For quite a distance
we could see the fish splashing
and struggling wildly ag sea,
seeing  that escape was now
impossible, As  +he fish
wag hauled up the boat, & good
thump on the head silenced
it, This process was iepeat-
ed a number of times and I
was assigned the ‘apprentice’
job of stocking the fish in
the hold of the boat,

During lunch my friencs
talked to me of the parils that
fishermen faceq dJday in and
day out. They told me gbout &
father abd son who were fish-
ing at mid-sea,

Suddenly there was light-
ning and a flashh  of
thunder, The father jump-
ed and covered hiz son
with his body. Days later, their
hoat was foungd drifting at mid
sea_the father shielding his
son against thunder, put both
were dead.

There were instances When
they driffed for days with
dead engines, and some fisher-
men slipped into the sea by the
force of hig fish they were
trying to land,

“But with that 50Mme-
times, on one day we earn all
that you earn in a month'.

The heat of the sun by
eleven a.m, was guite unbear-
able. My friends were getting
worried when storm clouds he
gan to gather and the sea be-
came choppy. ©On the way
home a heavy downpour of
rain greeted us.

When we reached the “lel-
lama"” the fish auction room
of Negombo it was nearly three
pm., 12 hours affter we left
the shore. But within those
hours I had an  experience
that T will never forget.



FPHE scene of the annual

g Esala Perahera, helgd at
Devundara or Devinuwara,
the City of the Gods, has had
i long ang chequered history
Archaeological, epigraphical
and literary evidence point
to the fact that this sea
coast town had been a cenire
of pilgrimage for gver a thou-
sand years,

The oldest document extant
one of Nissanka Malla's ms-
criptions (A, D. 1187—96) testi-
ies that Devundara was one
of the holy places, he visited
on an extensive pilgrimage
An eighth century inseription
of the reign of Vijayahahu I
(A, D, 1058 — 1114), diseoyer-
ed on the grounds of the pre-

DEVIN

By R. L. RODRIGO
SIRIWARDENE

sent vihara, 1refers to the
monastic institution heres as
Kihirali Privena.

The vihara and the shrines
were foullded by Dapulasena a
prince of Ruhuna, who held
sway in these parts in the
Tth century. It is said that a
red sandalwood image of the
deity Upulvan  was washed
ashore at Devinuwara and
Dapulasena founded a vihara
and a shrine to  house the
image.

Dr, 8. Paranavi.ana, of
revered memory, Seems to
think that the image of Upul-
van was enshrined in  the
‘Galge’ sifuated farther in-
land from the miodern devale
and the temple. Incidentally,
it may be mentioned that the
galge ig an atfempt at a new
style in stone architecture
not foung elsewhete,

Dr, Pargnavitana in his
Memoirs of an  Arvchaelogical
Suryvey of Ceylon Veol: VI
=ays: “This is one of the few
ancient edifices in Ceylon, of
which the construction, inelud-
ing that of the roof, has been
carried out in the medium of
stone. Simplicity, which is
the kevnote of the gulge, 1s
foreign to Dravidian archite-
obare?

Local opinion disagrees with
this view, not supported by
any epigraphical evidence
that the image gf Upulvan was
housed in the galge. They
seem fo think that this image
was enshrined In the pre-
mises of the partly restored
modern devale and are of the
opinion that the elaborate
riins mow standing here bhear
eloguent  testimony to the
fact that God Upulvan was
worshipped here and mnot in
the unpretentious galge,

D, Paranavitana also
seems to think that Upulvan
was o deity distinct trom
Vishiu, whe hag been the
object of devotion here before
the 15th century of the pre-
sent era. He is of opinicn that
Upulvan was merged with
Vishnu due to Brahmin in-
fluence, sinece a large number
of Brahmins lived here and
were enfrusted with the per-
formanece of the poojas at the
numerous shrines which exist-
ed here. dedicated to the
principal deities of the Hindu
Pantheon,

The poojag held are said to
nave been very elaborate,
involving dances by about five
hundred mnautch girls. The
Sandesa poems, the Parayl
Sandesa and the Kokila san-
desa of the fourteenth and fif-
teenth centuries, leave no
doubt that this was a most
sacred place of pilgrimage.

AR _

The Portuguese, with their
unenviable record of vanda-
lism, selected the magnifi-
cent buildings at Devinuwara
tor venting their Wwrath on
what they considered to be
places of pagan worship.
Under Thome de Zouza, they
sackeq the temple and the
shrineg in A D. 1558 They are
supposed to have emptied all
the treasures, and golq ima-
ges, studded with precious
stones, including the image of
Upulvan, which contained
two unigue blue sapphires for
the eyes, into their ships,
anchored in the Bay of Don-
dra.

Local opinion has it that
the wrath of the gods they
had despolled was f{urned on
themr a few miles off the
shores of Devulldara and
many of their ships came to
erief. The story goes that
the yenerated image of Upul-
van once again floated in the
ocean and was washed ashore
at  Trincomalee and Raja-
sinha 11 enshrined it in the
Vizhnu Devale at Kandy.

The Portuguese built a
church in the premises of
the Vishnu Devale When they
were forced fo abandon the
Matarg District, Rajasinha 11
(A, D, 1635 — 87) of Kandy
ordered the destruction to be
made good., The church was
demolished and the Vishnu
Devale was vebuilt. The res-
tored devale, the ruing of
which ave seen to this day,
seems to have incorporated the
Kandyan style of archifec-
ture.

When E. P. Wijetunge
(senior) was Basnayake Nila-
me, he restored a part of the
devale, according to a map
of the devale discovered hy
Dr, Paul E.  Peiris in  the
archives of Lisbon, The Portu-
guese seem to have drawn a

CITY of the GODS
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map of Deévinuwara prior to
its wanton destryction. Per-
haps the grandeur of the
structures induced them to
do so, in spite of their con-
tempt for works of art alien
to them.

Subsequently with the otcu-
pation of the Maritime Provin-
ces by the Duteh, the shrines
at Devinuwara appear to have
rolle into ruins. With the
coming of the English, and
the greater tolerance shown
by them, the temple and the
devale were once again active.

In British times, the CUs-
tody of the devale and the
conduct of the annual pera-
hera were in charge of a Bas-
navake Nilame, In the early
days of British administra-
tion, the Mudaliyar of Wella-
noda Pattu, who had jurisdic-
tion over Devilluwara, Was ea-
officio Basnayvake Nilame, It
is interesting to recall that
Frederick Willilam Rathayake.
grandfather of D©Mudaliyar
Fred W, Ratnayake, the last
of Whe Mohicans fo retire
with abolition of the head-
man system, was the only
mudalivar being a Chrisfian
to refuse to officiate as such
on a4 malter of conscience.

Subseguently this office
came to be elective, The Muda-
livars and the Village Head-
man of Weligam  Korale,
Morawaka EKorale. Kanda-
boda, Wellaboda and Gan-
gagoda Pattus elected the
Basnayake Nilame. The Divi-
sional Revenue Officers and
the Grama Sevakas of these
areas now exercise this right,

Of the Basnayake Nilames,
E. P, Wijetunga held this
office with high esteem. He
was responsible for commenc-
ing the restoration of the
Vishnu Devale. He never ac-
cepted any of the perquisites
that legally accrued to him
His successor Major B. A, Per-

the present Basnayake
ume, also  has  plans for
restoring some of the build-
mgs and follows the good
tradition set by his predeces-
sor in office.

The annual Esala perahera
follows the pattern of the his-
toric Kandy Pageant, though
on a less pretentious scale,
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The Munneswaram

Temple

By S.C. SHIRLEY

COREA,

Former Speaker of the
House of Representatives

FRYHE Munneswaram “Tem-

: ple — the sacred devale
S of historic and
religious hmportance, It

is difficult to establish the
period when the devale was
first built.

The Hindus pelieve that
Wwhen Raina was returning
tritmphant after gefeating Ra-
vana and regaining Sita  his
wite, with Lakshmana his
brother in an air chariet, he
first espleg the lights of the
Munneswaraim temple.

On seeing these lights he
broke off journey and wor-
shipped God Siva at this tem-
ple. He was surprised to see
the glimmering “Gopura’ —the
pinnacle of the temple, the
sacred Bath and the peautiful
flower garden.

It is stated that Rama
dipped himself at the sin-
expurgating and soul-elevating
temple, gnd that this gave
him new vigour and that his
mind “effervesced with un-
illoyed joy'. Thereafter with
uplifted hands he offered
potjahs te Lord Munnainatha
ang his consort Vadivambpikal.

It is sald that at the re.
quest of Lord Siva, Rama got
a temple built on the saered
Wednesday which was the
second day of the waxing
moon fortnieht in June, Rama
alsp  enshrined the “Swarnas
Linga” at Manaweriva and con-
secrated it with the water
of the sacred Mayavanaru ot
Maya Nadi which is the pre-
sent Deduru Oya.

Rama performed various
ather religious and pious acts
and got himself consecrated at
Ayodhiya and ruled righteous-
Iy as its sole Emperor.

Legend has it that during
the period of King Vijaya, he
established a weavers' colony
aad encouraged pearl fisheries
n Chilaw.

The Bo-tree

Buddhists of the area be-
lieve that the sacred Bo-iree
In front of the Munneswaram
Maha Devale is a sapling from
Shri Maha Bhodhi of Anura-
dhapura, planteq during the
relgn of King Devanampiya
Tissa.

Certain Buddhists believe
that the Thivanka Bamunu-
gama, a Brahmin colony re-
ferred to in the Bodhi-wansa,
s the present Munaeswaram
village.
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Tracing the history of the
Munneswaram devale, it 15
said that King Parakrama
Bahu of Dambadeniya, bear-
ing the title Kalikala Sahithi-
va Servangga Panditha, had
donated 66 villages to the de-
vale as he was cured by soime
Indian  Brahmins from a
disease caused by lightning.

History has it that Eimng
Parakrama Bahu VI gf EKotte
renovateq the devale and had
glven over the village of Kottu-
pitiva in gddition tp other wvil-
lages which had been granted
earlier in the Dambadeniya
era to this devale.

These villages are shill m
existence in the Chilaw elec-
torate and the villagers still
offer their annual offerings wo
the devale durlng the festival
5eason.

This custom seems to ne
4 part of the gncient custom
originating from the Damba-
deniya era.



These customs or the *Ka-
Jakariyas' which had to be
carried out by villagers are
deseribed on a ztone inserip-
tion in the devale premises.

G, H, Fowler, CCS., in an
interesting article in the Royal
Aslatic Soclepy (Ceylon
Branch), Journal Vel X, No.
36, at page 118 Jsegarding the
Munneswaram Inscription re-
fers to a case in the Chilaw
courts where the Iascription
is in evidence.

A Sanskrit stanzag n the
mscription bears these words
when transiated into Eng-
lish:

‘Tg this effect this was caused
to be inscribed py

Parakkraman  through the
Grace of Muhiesswarar,
who is

An Ocean of wisdom in Sai-
vaism and Lord of all the
differeng

Ciasses of QGods.’

The villages mentioneg in
the inscription are still in
existence by the same names
out the boundaries of these
villages except Kusala do naot
seem to pe known py the pre-
sent people of the area, The
boundaries of the original
area were 'Sena’ g village 1n
the Devamedi Korale in  the
East a banyan tree called
‘Al-mara’ in the west by See-
tala — hp tank in the south
and viliage
north,

Kusala ia the

Prince Thaniya Valls Bahu
0f Madampe and King Kirth!
Shri Rajasinghe of Eandy
also have donated some lands
and fields py graats to the
devale,

The Kokila Saldesaya,
a pbook of poems by the Rey,
Principal of the Thilaka Pi-
rivena, Devunuwera in Sin.
hala during the Kotte period
also deals with the deyale

There is evidence that
there were large tracts of
cultivateq paddy flelds, In
fact, it is stated that they
were able to raise two crops,
and there is no doubt that
the cultlvators were well
versed in rice cultivation,

Beside these, there was
extensive cultivation of co-
conut as stated by Dr, Paul
E. Pileris, In the Ceylon
Littoral.

There were several ogher
devales attached to the main
temiple. The Aivanayaks De-
vale which 1s devoted to the
god of the area and
Maha Badhra KXali Devale
which is devoted to the
most  powerful, goddess of
the Hindus stand in close
proximity to the sacred tem.
ple. Shri Badhra Kali Devale
of Munnessarama is claimed
10 be the most prominent
and powerful Kali Devale in
Sri Lianka:

Daily poojahs

Though the fesfival is 1n
Esala — Nikinl (August  —
September) yet there are dai-
ly poojas and special boojas
for individuals to fulfil vows,
Many VIPs including Prime
Ministers, Ministers of State,
Speakers, judges and other
prominent citizens of  Sri
Lanka arrange to have spe-
cial ‘poojas’, In which not
only the Hindus bun also
Buddhist and ofher non-
Hindus take part,

During the first 13 days
af the Esalg — Nikini festiyal,
the Deva Perahera s conduct-
ed in the pita hale or the
outer area of the Maha Deyale
and during the subsequent 13
days, the perahera is COll-
ducted in the streets or veedl-
¥a around the wvillage passing
the three deyales,

The main features of the
Munnessaram festiyals are
Ramba Videema, Maha Radha
Edeems and Diya Kappeema,
Ramba Videema is in signifi-
cance of the triumph of God-
dess Uma over Asura in Sura
Sura Sanghrama., Msha Ra-
tha Edeema is on the day
after the Ramba Videema., Two
huge chariors gaily decked in
Hindu tradition are drawn
by devotees along the Pera-
hera Veediya on this day,
with the golden deities of
Shiva and Parvath! or Ishwa-
ra and Uma in the centre of
the chariot, In this procession
the statue of Gang Deyl
goes in front and the gtatue
of 8ri Skanda or Kataragama
Deyl follows. (God Gana or
Gana Deyi is the younger
son and Skander or Srl Kata-
ragama Deyl {5 the elder son
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oI the parents — Ishwara and
Uma).

Diya Keppeemy or the
water-cutting ceremony is the
grand finale of the festival
when the perahers starts from
Munneswaram Devale, cn the
day after the Maha Ratha
Edeema, and is conducted to
the Deduru Oya. Thousands ot
devotees participate in  the
sacred bath at the Deduru
Oya, where an almsgiving
takes place at the Madama,

After the water-cutting
ceremony, the statues are con
ducted in procession along a
decorated route through Chl-
law town to the accompani-
ment of “nagasalam"” and na-
tive musie, and the sacred
statues are taken back to
the devaie where they remain
closed in a room and are not
taken out till the next year
for the Esala-Nikini poojath-
Sawi.

Munneswaram Devale is an
ancient gnd sacred one, with
1ts historie and religious back-
ground, People of Sri Lanka
have every reason to be proud
ot this great heritage.

The existence of this an-
clent and celebrated shrine
close to an ancient tank in-
dicates that the area had
been colonised at a very early
date by people who ielt the
importance of rice cultivation.
These Ields were neglected
for some time for want of
water, but with the recons-
truction of the Yoda Eia
scheme, these fields are once
agaln flourishing,

Munnsswaram was once an
independent prineipality ruled
by a Brahmin and consisted
of the Puttalam and Chilaw
districts. Before the adyent of
the Portuguese, it was a sepa-
rate kingdom and was even re-
purted to have a coinage of its
own. There is evidence that
the old devale was demolished
by the Portuguese in 1578.
ind thereafter the temple was
renovated.

Munneswaram Devale  still
remains sacred and non-align-
ed, Long may it continue to
inspire devotees and  make
them realise the importance
of religlon fo solve their per-
sonal difficulties, and bring
peace gnd harmony to the
people of Sri Lanka.



When Mount Lavinia

was
known

as

neople dared to venture out
alone in this wilderness which
arboured many a thief.

The landscape has chaneed
cempletely over the Jast two
hundred years. The Duteh cut
several ecanals to drain the
marshes intoc the rivers. Most
of the graceful coconut palms
fringing the coastline are now
fast disabpearing, Only the
crows and the broad expanse
of the Indian Ocean remain

in 1905, & Torty-six-vear-old
bachelor, Sir Thomas Mait-
land popularly ralled King
Tom was appointed Goyvernor.
He was strangely enough des-

Gala (Gull Rock)., The Sin-
halese: ealled it Galkissa de-
rived from Gal-kessa (‘stone
cey?), ‘kessa’ being somewhat
of an obsolete Sinhalese word
tor a key, There was a legend
that some very imporfant key
to a treasure frove had been
hidden there in ancient times.

Some seem to think that the |

vlace was named after a plant
nown in Sinhalese as Lave-
nig wkich grew profusely in
marshy land, However the
most romantic stery is given
by & Sinhalese Buddhist
monk who was g  renowned
scholar and a poet, Baltara-
mulla Unnanse  in a pam-

‘the pregnant wench’

cribed as & man who was not
romantically inclined.

‘e problem of housing
eyen Governors at that time
was wvery acute. Maitland
complained t0 Downing Street
that “my own situation was
most  uncomfortable, I would
have no place to live in at all.
if Mr, North had not ordered
the house I am now in, and
which had been unroofed by
lishtning, to be replaced be-
fors my arrival. I do not con-
sider the house Mr. North

A'I‘ the dawn of the nine.

teenth century, the de-
solate rocky  promontory at
Mount Lavinia on whkich ao
vegetation grew, was visible
to sailors far out at sea and
was known to them as the
‘pregnant wench',

It was the haunt of many
species of aguatic birds, There
was lush tropical vegetation,
and swamps teeming  with
crocodiles, mosguitoes and
gnats. Deer and wild buflaloes

lived in., decent accommeoda-
tion for any man'. In 13809
Maitland huilt a counfry
house on the site where the
present hotel now stands, A
little farther inland was ano-
ther resort Mount Attidiya.
once famed for the beauty of
its grounds.

By K.V.G.
DE SILVA

roamed freely in the jungles
which were thickly covered troversy regarding the origin
with flowering shrubs. orchids of the name Mouni Lavinia
and giant creepers. It was a Many, among whom  were
riot of colour and a paradise authors of books on Ceylon.
for rare Dirds and  beasts, erroneously connected its ori- § i
There were majes.ic  Hower gin with the wife of Gover- Not far from bachelor Mait-
laden trees of Muruta, Iron- nor Barnes whose name was land's rustic home, there liv-
wood (Na) and Champak, and Maria and not Lavinia. ¢d an  exceedingly beautiful
extending as far as Colombo girl named Laviniva. the
Fort was  a ‘wilderness of Mount Lavinia was also daughter of a “low caste”
cinnamon aleng a  broad known in the past as Lihini man. who “contrived to  get
stretch of white sand, Few Kanda (Gul] Hill) or Lihiniva into the good graces of the

There has been much con-

SIR THOMAS
MAITLAND

phiet entitled ‘Sirit Maldama'
published in 1901,
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Governor by rendering lum
services which apparently did
not desire totally to ignore ™

Women of ‘‘depressed” clas-
ses were not allowed to wear
Jackets, but were permitted to
tie a handkerchief round their
necks to cover their breasts.
On an appeal] made by the
girl’s father the Governor
Made an  order that these
women be permitted to wear
jackets

Barnes, the next Governor
who lived in regal splendour
spent nearly £30,000 in 1824 to
repuild completely the rustic
house in an Ionic and Corin-
thian style of architecture
Alter Governor Barnes left
the British government “in o
parexysm of economy” .order.

ed the sale by auetion of this
palatial house and realised
the wery paltry sum of
£120, which was less than the
cost of the door frames. It

has changed hands many times

sifce, and no puilding has suf-
fered ‘so many eyils and in-
dignities’ from its inception,
No trace ¢an mnow be found
aof the road that Barnes con-
structed from Galle  Face:
Green o Mount Lavinia, bor-
dering the seashore.

Mount Layinia, however, as
remained one of the most
famous  seaside resorts in
Ceylon, and its magnetic
charm still draws yisitors who
wish to enjoy “the advantages
of a sea trip without its dis-
cemiorts’. “From the terraces
of the headland on which the
hotel stands, can be seen won-
derfully extensive and beauti-
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tul views of the changing
seas and tree fringed coast-
line. A fine sunset, viewed
irom this eminence, is an ex-
perience fhat thrills the fancy
and dwells long in the
memory of even the most
stolid traveller”,

Somerset Maugham, the great
tiovelist. and short story
writer, a few years before his
death, spent two delightful
days at Mount Lavinia. He
used to sit out on the terrace,
after a rice and curry lunch,
gazing at the sea and the
swaying palms. He was most
fascinated by the crows. It
was indeed a great pity that
at this time Maugham had
ceased to write. If not he may
have written a romantic story
woven around the  beautiful
girl Laviniya, which would
have made her immaottal

?‘*‘ - =3 am‘i
S 1 G
i reetingd ,
Citizens of the Federal Republic of Germany resident in Sri Lanka
greet The Times Digest as a welcome addition to the periodical ]
press in this country.
In the Federal Republic itself the periodical press plays an im- )

e

porfant role in public life. At a recent count it was ascertained that
more than 5600 million copies of periodicals are circulated annually
in West Germany—and that works out at something like 100 copies
for every citizen old enough to read.,

The press has a tremendous part to play in keeping the citizenry
informed. We wish THE TIMES DIGEST every success in its endea-
VOUTS:

—Inserted by the Embassy of the Federal
Republic of Germany

- - S - ———
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How the winner was picked

F|HE preliminaries in progress before the picking of the all-correct solution from the
thousands of entries for “The Times Di gest” Crossword No, I, The draw for the Rs.
5,000 prize took place in the Board Room of The Times of Ceylon, Lid,  presided over
by Mr. H. E. R, Abayasekara, Editor, “The _Times of Ceylon” and “The Sunday Times”,
Left to right: Mr, K. Jaydsekera, Assistant Editor, “Lankadipa”; Mr. D. H, Abeysinghe,
Editor, “Lankadipa”’; Mr, D, B, Udalagama,k acting Editor, “Ceylon Daily Mirror; Mr,
Abayasekara; Mr, Donovan Moldrich, Assistant Editor/News Editor, *“The Times of
Ceylon” and “The Sunday Times”; Mr., D. S, €, Kuruppu, Assistant Editor /Features
Editor, “The Times of Ceylon” and “The Sunday Times"; Mr, Felician Fernando, Assistant
Editor, “Ceylon Daily Mirror”; gqnd Mr, M, Kandasamy, Personnel Officer. Mr. P. A,
Ediriweere, Depuly Chairman of The Times of Ceylon Lid., was also present,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




The Rs. 3,000 winner

NJ [SS PRIYENI DE SILVA receiving her chegue for RS, 5000 jor her prize-winning

entry in “The Times Digest® Crossword No, 1 from
Editer of “"The Times of Ceylon” and “The Sunday Times” Looking on is Mr, P. 4.

Ediriweera, Deputy Chairmoan of The Times

‘ decided to
try my luck’

xS announced in  the first
“ L issde. of The Times
Digest”, the selection of the
winners was done by a panel
consisting of the Editor, “The
Times of Ceylon” and “The
Sunday Times”, the Editor,
“Ceylon Daily Mirror” and the
Editor, “Lankadipa’,

There were 37 clues to be
filled in the ¢rossword and the
three Editors filleq in 13 12,
and 12 clues, respectively, This
Master Solution worked out by
the three Editors indepsn-
dently and presided over by
the Deputy Chairman of The
Times of Ceylon Lid, was the

all-correct solution on the
basis of which entries were
serutinised,

After the correzt sclution
was workeg out, it was en-
dorsed by the compiler and the
three Editors, who handed it
to the Deputy Chairman.

Another team of “Times of
Ceyvlon"” executives ang clerks
acted as the scrutineers of the
many throusands of  entries
received,

Miss Priveni de Silva's solu-
tion was the first all-correct
entry to e drawn, and in ac-
cordance with the rules she
wag declared the winner,
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of Ceylon Lid,

H, E, R Abayasekara,

And now on to Crossword
No, 2 with another first prize
of Rs_ 5,000 for the lucky win-
ner of the first all-correct solu-
tion to be chosen on the same
basis as in the first crossword

(See next page)

“TIMES" DIGEST
CROSEWORD NO 1

The correct
solution

ACROSS: 1 gstop. 5 Tarry,
6 Shame. 9, Spare. 10 Lie 11
Art. 13 Sad 15 Sump. 18 PS.
19, Spa. 20 Dips.

DOWN:- 1 Start, 2, Tame,
3 Ore 4 Pr. 6 Bpars, 7T Ha. 8
Weed, 10 Lisp 12, Tusk 14.
Asks, 16 Mp, 17 Pad.




l\lasier (‘ O U POk No. ‘) i

NAME (in block capifals), .....................

ADDRESS: ...
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CLUES

TIMES DIGEST CROSSWORD NO. 2.

| ACROSS

1. You need men‘al — to get out of a
Jam. (ABILITY, AGILITY).

6. The first one is remeémbered at
Chrigtmas,

8

% people are generally guiet
(MASSIVE, PASSIVE)

10. Pronoun.
11. Rodent.

12. After g binge one may feel g
(HIT, WIT).

13. Manuseript.

14. Snake.

16. For instance,

17T. Exclama‘ion (AH, EH).
19. Preposition,

20. Weight,

2. Ingert.

3. Calls,

4. Part of foot,

5. Pronoun,

7. Some girls are judged by—(LOOKS,
LOCKS).

8. A is a boxer or a  punter
(MUG, PUG).

9. Direction,

12. It’s insulting to call some people
(HOGS, WoGSs).

14. With many people music is an —

(ACT, ART).

15. One is apt to
helpful (PAT, PET)

18. Exclamation,

a child who is

“ The Master Coupon

m u st accompany
alent¢ries sent on
cuttings of the X'word
made from “The Times
of Ceylon”, The number
of entries sent must he
noted in the space
provided,

“ Entry Crosswords

appear in “The
Times of Ceylon” daily.
Any number of Entry
Crosswords may he sent
provided that they are
sent together with a
Master Coupon. There
is no entry fee,

“ Address all entries

to: “The Times
Digest” Crossword No.
2, P.O. Box No. 746.
Colombo.

THE RULES

* The closing date for
entries is October 15,
1973.

% The name of the
winner will be pub-

lished in  “The Times

Digest” of November.

* The first all-correct

solution picked will
be entitled to the
prize of Rs. 5,000.

+ The selection will be

made on a majority
decision by a panel
comprising the Editor,
“The Times of Ceylon”
and “The Sunday
Times,” the Editor, “The
Ceylon Daily Mirror”,
the Editor the “Lanka-
dipa” and the Assistant
Editor-Features Editor
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of “The Times of
Ceylon’ and “The Sun-
day Times”,

# In the event of there

being no all-correct
solution, the prize
money will be carried
over, which means that
the prize money for the
next Crossword will pe
Rs. 10,000,

# The Editor's decision

is final. No corres-
pondence will be enter-
tained,

4% Employees of the
Times Group of
Newspapers and mem-
bers of their families
are  deparred from
taking part in this
competition,




Attractive covers

SOME of the competitors for “The Times Digest” Cross-

word No. 1 really went to town with their entries.
We were so struck by the attractive covers in which they
enclosed their entries — some numbering hundreds—that
we reproduce here a selection of them. It's a pity none
of them drew the prize of Rs. 5,000. W= wish all these
Fainet&king and artistic competitors better luck in the
uture.
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Although it lies a long way from the
tropics, the German North Sea resort
of Sylt is a veritable ‘spice island’ —
an invigorating holiday cockiail of
sun, sand and sea, superb wining and
dining, rest, recreation and swimming

in the nude.

OME say Sylt is a place

where people with fame

and money and other people

with no clothes en  gather

ollce & year—Iin summer— Lo

wa.ch one another, And to s
certain extent, this is true

For in Sylt—and in summer
—ycull find pleny of both
types, happily—and in com-
binadcn—makineg up the
magic mix.ure that’s made s
Subbling, thriving  vacation

spot out of what was formerly
lit le more than gn isolated
sand bar In the North Sea.

Within Germany, 8ylt is
prac.eally a phenomenon and
its name (you pronounze it
“zoolt” wi.h the foo” sound-
ing rather like the “u¥ in
“flute'’) is almost @ magic
word, Now the island is ex-
porting ifs magic and ever-
increasing numbers of other
Euaropeans are d iving, riding
sa ling, flylnz gnd hicibhiking
their way  every year fo
this 36 square miles of sand.

Sylt is a place to see and a
place to be seen In—naked
or not. Polls show thai cver
two thirds of the island’'s
annual average 250,000 wisi-
tors favour nude bathing.
E en the local residents
blushingly admit that it's
good for business and the
tou ist authoritles immcodest-
ly push its praises in their
literature,

Their “if you are gonna do
it then do 1t i the raw”
message reads something like
this: “Thanks to early pio-
me2rinz years ago in seti'nz
the nudist arzas aside in each
resort along the almo:t 30
miles of coastline beaches,
these are no. feniced off as
ghetto-like secret distriets,
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Eyeryons is welcome. dressed
or ubdressed and actually
the ‘‘tex ila” beaches are the
ones which are now restricted
for the minority still insist-
inz on bathing suis,

Everywhere you go in Sylt
you'll see and hear the letiers
“FRK”. These stand for *Frele
Keerper EKultur” — which

ranslates, lierally as ‘dfree
body culture”, FRK they ali
say, is the ouly way, and thus
Sylt lays baie one of the
secrels of 18 enormous
suceess: And nowhere is the
secret better exposed than in
euh exo:le placzs as “Samoa”,
"Crasis” and “Zanziba."—
names given by the nudists to
just three of their favourite
beaches,

While nudisin is Bylts
bigzesi draw card, the island
nievertheless has = few other




Kleen cleans better, faster. Does
not affect your hands. Gives a smile
to your pots and pans. Available at
all stores.

Wholesale enquiries to

CEYLON TOURS LTD.

PARSONS RD., COLOMBO
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tricks wp its sleeye Sylt's
capital village Westerland, is
just 75 fight minutes from
Hamburg, A gentle panorama
of rolling sand dunes alid
waving grass dominates the
{sland  which is  virtually
freeless,

Under a farsighted policy.
practically every building is a
cottage—based on the tradi-
tional North Friesland style
of architecture—and  wears
4 thatched roof. They dot
the dunes like giant brown
mushrooms anhd their quaint
romanticism combines with
the waving duhes grass. the
solitude and the surrounding
sea and sky to present. a
scene that Syt is striving to
preserve, The writer who
likened holiday life on Sylt
to that of the spirit on board
g cruise ship was right,

The widest part of the
island—its  centre—ls  only
geven miles aecross: the mnar-
rowest point: Just 1200 feetl.
The 30-mile long west coast
is almost one uninterrupted
heach washed by an energetic
surf from the North Sea,

Also tops in Sylf is walking
and the available facilifies—
like everything else—are well-
organised and first class. How-
ever when you take a walk in
8Sylt you keep off the grass
please!

There i1s g good reason for
this, The green manfle which
holds the sand dunes together
Is delicate and without it
winter winds would blow
much of the precious dunes
away. The islanders have
solved this problem by build-
ing miles of wooden foot=-
paths which 1link ecar parks
with the beaches and with
other walkways where tread-
ing on the grasg presents less
danger of an ecological upset
Sylt first and foremost i1s &
national park and is entifled
to protection.

Fortunately there are very
few of those horrific “keep
off the grass” signs to be
seen. The many frignds and
fans of Sylt seem to fake the
message behind  them for
granhted,
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If the accent of Tholiday
life in &ylt is the outdoors
then the emphasis is health.
Anything with an ounce of
bodily goodness in it can be
found here for sale for rent
or for free: There are 10
major resort villages on 'the
island: List in the north Kam-
pen Wenningstedt  Munk-
marsch Westerland  EKeitum
Tinnum Morsum  Rantum
and Horhum the southern-
most one and practically ail
of them offer health the
hard way,

Expert handlers will glve
you & mud bath (or pack)
a warm sea-water bath G(with
¢old water poured over you
at regular interyals) a carbon-
dioxide bath or an  oxygen
bath, Other treatment include
seawater drinking and jnhal-
ing sea water that’s been va-
poriged. My favourile is the
“Liegekur”: you get healthy
just by laying down and doing
nothing,

Sylt also provides good
opportunities to shed all thab
newfound health, Some good,
pulsating discotheques and
night elubs in Westerland and
Kampen offer noisy  smoky
Scotech-and-water atmosphere
until 3 am, every day and an
abundant supply of restau-
rants serve up wining and
dining according to the high-
est standards,

Keitum. incidentally, boast
a landscape that’s totally
different to that of the other
resort villages, Seeds brought
home hundreds of years ago
by returning ship . captains
have grown into the  ftrees
that make Keitum the green
heart of Sylt.

Also to be found in Keitum
15 the 8ylt museum a thatch-
rooi-covered permanent exhi-
Slition of the island’s history
and culture. A low admission
orice helps keep the museum'’s
stuffed birds—and other
“hings—alive.

Practieally every German
holiday resort provides the
opportunity to shed wealth
while gaining health and Syilt
is no exception, Its casino in
Weslerland offers nightly
roulette and baccarat—and
somewhat unusually—art ex-
hibitions between the fables.

The 8ylt holiday “cocktail”
1s a mixture of gusto, joie de
vivre and elegance, Sylt is
very smar; and very fashio-
nable without being over
trendy and the people. when
dressed are very well dressed.

Sylt gets more frendy In
EKampen, the village which has
become a falking point in
Germany, Kampen is said to
be the summer headquarters
of fhe jet-set, the “beautiful
people™, and it's a place where
yet another “game” is played
although this one is not ex-
clusive to Sylt. Tt could be
called “joining the jet-set!

To galn admisslon to one
particular very smart might
clib-pub-diseo there, you must
first ring the bell and present
your face to what one guide-
book describes as the “cool
stare” of the young lady on
the other side, If she likes
your face you may enter and
buy whisky either by the glass
for DM 5.— (US$§ 1.75) or by
the bottle for DN 80— (USg
27.60)

Thus accomplished it 15 said
you have won the game, You
haye joined the jet-set of Sylt
and your unfinished bottle of
whisky—with your name on
it—waits on the shelf for your
nexy vislt tomorrow, Consratu-
lations!

Stripped to the bare facts
then 8ylt is a place for indi-
vidualists, The kind of mass
tourlsm to be found in other
well-known Buropean resort
islands 15 not to be found in
Eylt which neither encoy-
TBges naor discourages it.
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Price is not a faclor. Things
generally cost no more on
8ylt than they do in other

plages although the island,
admittedly. has a first-class
feel gbout it and the solid
determination fo stay  that
way,

Perhaps the reason lles be-
hind more  abstract things,
Sylt-goers are the young and
old. the rich and the poor
who've found—and continual-
ly delight in—the almost in-
definaple “spice” of the place
Most of them spend  their
holidays nowhere ¢lse, There
is, for example the professor
from Hannover, who has been
sitfing in the same sand dune
every summer for the last
20 years.

The real Syltlover might
play  the “beautiful people”
game in Kampen once or
twice for laughs and refusal
of admission at the door
would for him be more laugh-
aple fhan insulting.

Probably he would go to the
beach, take off his clothes,
grin and bear it. For tomor-
row Is another day, This is
where the really “hegutiful
peeple” are and that's what
Bylt is really all aboub —
Neville Kito  (“Jet rTales'
Munich),




; ‘'The State Board

LA’I‘ELY I have developed

8 ofrrible fixalion, an al-
most uncontrollable yearning
for the good old days of the
past.

I wasn’t likz this till recent-
1y, Till recently I used to
pride myself, that unlike so
- many o.hers of my sge and
generatien who don’t seem to
be able to talk about anytaing
else but how cheap and easy
and happy the good old days
were, I have refrained from
joining in fthis dcleful ch rus,

T used to reason it out like
this. The geod o'd days were
good all right but what giod
does iy do to mo:n 2baut tcem
now, for they will never come
back and even if by some
miracle they do that is not
goinz to stop us moaning for
it is in the very essence, the
nature of human beings to
moan, We will then, in all
probability, moan for ihe geod
ald days that were before (he
good old diys that the miracie
brought back.

There are times I admit,
when the yearning, the ache
for the good old days, can be
as tough as a fecothache, times
such as when the teaboy ccmes
round the office these days
and gives you a cup of tea
with one grimy hand and a
bit of jaggery with the other,

I don't know whether this
happens to you too, bu: often
the bit of jaggery I pop into
my mouth remains there 1 ng
after the tea has gone down
my throat, and I am left feel-
ing as guilty as a school boy
surreptitiously suckinz on a
toffee while the class is on,

Spit it out or swallow it? 1
tried the latter ecourse cnce
and never before have I look-
ad as silly and sheeplish as on
that eoccasicn, when under the
close and disapprovinr scru-
tiny of 2 prim and proger
principal of a leading girls’
schicol, 1 gasped, choked and
finally spat the muddy bt of
mess into my handkerchief
and pockeced it.

In gpite of it all, I did not
see much purpose in moaning
about the pasi until recently '
and thiz change of attitude
came the day I read a plece

jungle

in ene of our daily
about a Beach Boa d,
It was a fairly 1.nzish piece
and before I read it chrouzh
to the end, I wondered what
the fu's was all about, In
my ignoranze I had confused
the Beach Board with a suif
board or scme.hinz of that
small and insignifican: sert,
But as I read deeper and
decper ino the piece, snd
read of chjocts and aims and
purposes and projects, I rea-
lised the full horror and im-
port of what it all meant, It
meant that ano.her State
Board was in the making.
That night I went io sleep
In a troubled frame of mind
and that nizght I had a nasty
nigh mare. I dreamt that I
was in some sirange and un-
known land whose only inha-
bitants save for me, were hund-
Teds and hundreds of hoards,
of bea ds of various sizes and
shapes, of tall boards and

papers

mare, I cculd read on'y a poz-
lion of wha: was writien (n
its face. It said someathing
about fertilisers.

Another board that had a
hide as thick as that of a
hippopstamus and wore shoes
that lcoked lkke old padda
boats. kept screaming at me
that it would skin me alive
and use it to make shoes for
S:viet Russia,

Another tred on my toes
and T felt as if a bag of cement
had dropped on them. Yet
another one rustled and
crackled like toilet paper and
one moment it was there and
the next moment it had dis-
appeared into thin air,

All these boards hopped
and skipped around me like a
legion of devils and pushed
and shoved me around so¢
cruelly ¢hat I lost conscious-
ness. When I recovered, a
board that was pure white in
colour was pouring some.h ng
like milk into my mouth. But
though it looked like milk it

was only plain  Mahaweli
water.

By T. AMBALAVARNER

short brards, of thin boards
and fat boards of light boa ds
and heavy boards. of sofi
boards and hard boards, and
50 on.

Thzse boads crewd-d rcund
and h=mm d m2 in They spat
at and insulted me, they nud-
g=d and nustled me, they jeer-
ed and jostled me, they po‘ed
and prodded me, all the while
yelling, howling and shcuting
at me like a set of stark rayv-
ing lunatics, and as I locked
over them I could see more
boards hurryinz and scur-ying
up to join those that were al-
ready clustered round me.

One particularly fat board
rubbed up against ' me and
Ieft me all wet and olly. I look-
ed up and saw that it was the
Oils and Fais Corporation,
Another board pushed up
close against me and gave off.
a most offensive smell. In the
hazy, half-light of the night-
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Bu: that is not my only
worry. Another wory is
where is all the board goinz
to come from to provide the
name boards for these State
Boards? Not from the Hard-
hrard Corporaticn which is no
more? And since plywood is
hardly strong encuzh, will all
these brards have to come
ircm the State Timber Corpo-
ration and will there be any-
thing left after that to build
the houses that Minister Keu-
neman is so keen about?

Or, wou'dn't it e a better
idea to leave the S.ate Tim-
ber Corperation alone and
take all the blackboards from
our schools and use them for
the new boards that are daily .
springing  up? Then there
won't be - any danger of g
Blackboard- Jungle cropping
up in this country.. There will-
only be this State. Boasrd
Jungle,
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CP at crossroads

THE United Front

_ Mrs, Sirimavo
naike's lettep to
Wickremas nghe wha led g
deputation of Communist
Party hard-liners to the sum-
mit talks of the UF on
Seplember 12, has raised a
series of doubts in  political
circles,

leader,
Bandara-
I, 15 A

Mrs. Bandaranaike's Jetter
Is addressed to Dr 8. A.
Wickremasinghe MP and does
not refer to him even as the
General Secretary or leader
of the Communis; Party of
Sri Lanka.

Besides, she states, “if is no
longer possible to regard yeu
as members of the United
Front”.

The wgrding herz is consi-
dered so vague that one Hwe.
gins to wonder wnether the
refusal to recognise &3 mim-
bers of the Umted  Front
applies to only Dr, Wickre-
masingha and those who
comprised the Jdepuietion to
the UF summit talks or that
entire section gf tha Comn.u
nist Party of Sri Lanka which
iz dominated by the hard-
liners,

Whatever interprefation is
gziven to this particular sen-
tence there is no doubt that
tha Pr. Wickremasinghe
Group of the CP haz fallen
foul of the other constituent
partners of the United Front
—the Sri Lanka Freedom

Samaja Party.

After.  CP  veterang lhe
Messrs Arnolis Appuhamy, V.
A, Samarawickrema, L. W,
Panditha ‘and M, G. Mendis
were thrown out of offics at the
CP's .6th Congress Held' ‘in
August ' political. - ohservers
hald the view-.ghat i the Com-

the Lanka Sams y

munist Party would split
soon,

To the more chservant It
also became obvious tha: the
younger members elected {o
the Central Committee ard
the radicals who secured
positions in the Paolitbureau
would egmpel the lzadership to
pursue a ‘“‘tough line” even If
this meant running ccunjer

In these endeavours they
trotted out the theary that
the Communist Party of 8ri
Lanka could continue to re-
main as a lve political forece

only ijf it adopted & more
critical attitude tewards ¢the
Government,

The hard-liner
had no
suly until

leadership
option but to follow
the curreng crisis

Dr. 8. A Wickremasinghe

to the party's egnnsctions
with the United Front,

These “hot heads”  as the
hard.liners’ deputation des-
cribed them &4+ tne summit
talks, were not keen {o 5tay
within the United Front and
were. reportedly toying  with
the idea .of wooing thro_ga :;_0};:.
ons he communify o

= \%era- '%isgppolnta& with  -the
U® Government’s perfor-
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-remasinghe for

' Sgurces - %
‘both ‘the SLFP and LSSE"

Mr, Pieter Keuneman

developed within its gown
ranks,

In fact the UF leader in a
letter summoning Dr. Wick-
the sumirit
talks stated: *“These at{arks
go far beyond anything tkat
can be considersd even Te
motely as friendly or con

‘structive and. .- are akia - ta

ose emanating from hesile
2 This is the view of



While these bickerings were
taking place the Communist
Party’s former Ganeral Seecre-
tary. Mr. Pieter XKeuneman
was content to play a passive
and silent rgle,

Now that the CP hard.
liners have been refused re.
cognition by che United
Front the soft-liners gre ex-

pected to  rally roungd Mr.
Keuneman to ensure ‘thai
there is #till & Communist

Party functioning as a con.
stifuent parfner of the UF,

The sixty-four million rouble
guestion now being asked in

political ecireles is which
Communisy Party _ the
Keuneman Group or the

Wickremasinghe Group — will
receive the blessings of {he
Kremlin?

Incidentally, the statement
igsned by Dr, 8, A. Wickrema-
gsinghe in  reply to the UF
leader soundef rather tamre
and underlying its gensval
tone was obvigusly a desire
to make peace with the UF
“to support the antl-imperialisg
and progressive policies of the
SLFP-LSSP Government anc
to join in the common Strug-
gle againsy all 1eacuonaries..

If the hard-liners are sin-
cerely determined to follow
this policy we won't bz sur-
prised to seée the CP ve‘erans
join hands once agall and
jettison the ‘hot-heads' and
those “irresponsible” youth in
g fresh bid to fight reacgiod

SLFP’s 22nd
anniversary

The Sri ILanka Freoedom
Party celebrated its 22nd an.
niversary and in rthe akselice
of Mrs, Bandaraniike who
was away in Algiers, t{he
SLFP deputy leader was the
principal speaker at the mass
rally held to mark the ccca-
siph, !

It was encouraging to note
Mpyr. Maithripala Senanayake
stressing the fact thag the Sri
Lanks Freedom Party was
“committed to an antl-impe-

Mrs, Sirimave Bandaranaike

rialist and anti-capitalist plat-
form".

Such an assurance iz very
timely indeed at this juncture
when certain sections within
the party are ralsmg the
Marxist bogey.

These SLFPers gre appdrent-
ly unaware of the fact that the
Sri Lankgs Freedom FParty was
not formed to fighy the
Marxists, ]

“The Times of Ceylon" of
September 3rd, 1851 which re-
ported the inaugural meeling
of the SLFP hall at the
the Town Haul, Col.
ombo stated as follows:—
Mr, H. Sri Nissanka, Presi-
dent of the Kandy Socislis|
Front, why moved the motion
for the inauguration of the
new party said if was neces.
sary to make it clear to the
people that this party was not
formed tp fight the Marxists,

“The first and foramost iask
of the new party was tgo
‘lead the battle against the
imperialists and their colla-
borators, the local capitalists’
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Mr, Maithripala Senanayake

No reference 1o the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party can of
course ba complate withcut
a. reference to its founder,
the late Mr 8. W R. D.
Bandaranaike,

Mr. Bandaranaike will be
hatled as the emancipatgr of
the common man, ete., bug the
sighal service he rendsred fto
Sri Lanka was the founding
of the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party which could function &s
& democratic Opposition and
alternate Government as well,

But for the SLFP, the con-
tinuance and develgpment of
parliamentary democgracy in
this country could have been
short-lived.

With Mrs, Sirlmave Bin-
daranaike at the helm of the
SLFP we can certainly leok
forward to the presarvation of
democracy and all it stands
for in Srl Lanka,



ri

ell,

on-
of
in
en

{5 13
the
10k
. of
nd2

=)

Arab oil at a price

"~IE Arabs having failed in

- their pid to persuade
7;'"“1 to come to terms, be-
czuse of continued US support
for Zicnism, have decided to
use 0il as a political weapon
o pressurise Western Euro-
pean countries and the US,
n adopting a friendlier atti-
tude to the Arabs.

King Faisal of Saudi Arabia,
the worid's richest oil country,
has warlled the US to end its
total support of the Zionists
A similar warning has been
givea by the rulers of Abu
Dhabi, anrother oil producing
state in the Persian QGulf.
Libya has also nationalised 51
per cent of interests of the
major world oil companies.

However, these same rulers
have made it clear that no
reckless gamble with oil can
be permitted. mor will produc-
tion be decreased,

By Elmo
Benedict

This Arap plan has gathered
momentum due to the possi-
bility of a serious energy crisis
in the West and Japan,

After the Six-Day war

of 1967, the Arab policy of
cutting off supplies to Western
Europe and the US faTled, as
countries like the US hought
more oil from non-Arab coun-
tries, or increased their own
production.
But the situafion has chang-
ed radically mnow, President
Nixon has himself admitted
that there is an energy crisis
facing the US, and efforts
must be made to redouble pro-
duction, as it is not keeping
pace with consumption.

01l remains
source of energy available, and
the Arabs are aware that it
can now be used to their ad.
vaniage.

the cheapest

,T'HL‘ Prime Minister, Mrs, Sirimavo Bandarangike, ond

her entourage

were gecorded an

exelusive private

audience by Pope Paul VI during her recent pisit to Rome
on the way to Algiers. Picture shows His Holiness handing
over to the Prime Minister @ memento of the wvisit,

This is coupled with the
decisicn of Egypt and Syria fo
restore DPL fies with Jordan,
thus remctivating the Eastern
Frout against Israel

The UN BSecretary-General,
Mr. Kurt Waldheim after a
recent visit to Middle East
countries said there was no
immediate solution to tkis
serious problem, but he was
encouraged by the desire for
peace he found on both sides,
He cited the UN resolution of
November 1867 as a basis for
peage talke.
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For the first time President
Nizon has also rebuked Israel
for its adameant stand in
keeping away from fhe nego-
tiating table,

The impasse in the Middle
East must be proken so that
the threat tc world peace can
be removed,

THE ALGIERS NON-
ALIGNED TALEKS
“Non-alignment does not
mean a flight from reality. It
means commitment to the
cause of economic Indepen.

dence, justics and peace”
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Bo declared Mr, 8. W _R. D,
Bandaranaike in 1956 at the
UN General Assembly. He
aleng with Jawarharlal Nehru
of India, President Soekarno
of Indonesia and President
Tito of Yugoslavia, fathered
the non-aligred movement
and provided its philosophical
ceneepts,

Mr, Bandaranaike stressed
that the UN represented a new
morality and non-alignment
was a viltal part of it.

In faci, the main problem
of maly countries which won
their independence recently, is
to d:velop their economy
without being caught up in
power groups and military al-
liances. This is mot possible
without collective action

Hence it was not suprising
that when leaders of 76 non-
aligned states, the PLO and
various ofher liberation move-
ments met in Algiers recently,
the poorer developing coun-
tries asked for better trade
terms from the develoned eoun-
tries as well as a monetary
system which would give them
preferential treatment.

Algerian President Homari
Bocvmedienne who hos‘ed the
4th summit, said that the cli-
mate of world opinion would
be more svmnathetic to them,
as the summit had given them
a chance to speak out.

President Ti'o said that mon-
alienment remained a force to
be reckened with.

Ceylon’s Prime  Minister,
Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike,
urzed the setfing up of a
special solidarity fund. The
movement had playved a bhig
ro'e i preventing cold wars,
created by Biz Power rivalry.

In a npolitical declarztion,
the 12-vear-o'd non-zliened
movemant welcomed the grow-
ing rapprochement between
the the Biz Powers, but warn.
ed that peace was far from
assured.

A whele series of conflicting
resolutions on fhe withdrawal
from the Mediterranean of
the US and Soviet Fleets, and
the condemhation of Israel,
temained as they were, as they
could not be drawn up in
agreeable terms

As decided at the summit,
8ri Lanka will play host to
the next mon-aligned meeting
—and rightly so as Sri Lanka
has- been associated with this
movement from its inceptlon.

Although the concept of
nuil-alignment  itself came
under fre in Algiers. there is
no doubt that the movement’

will continue to grow.

ALLENDE'S DREAM
CRASHES

When Dr, Salvador Allende
ende”),
know1 as “Chicho” to his in.
timates, took over the Presi-
denecy in Chile in 1970 as the
first democratically-elected
Marxist hezd of State, he was
Latin America’s best hope of
effecting radical social chan-
ges througk democratic pro-

(prosicuniced “Ay

CES5es.

Al ende, son of a lawyer a
freemason, and a doctor by
profession, created history by
not unly being the first elect-
ed Marxist hesd of State but
also by being also the Marxist
who wouid stand for re-elec-
tion In 1976 in a free and un-
fettered poll—something im-
probabie in any Marxist State,

But Allende, whose social
conscience made him head a
had his
dreams rudely shattered when
a eoup by a combined mi'itary
junta foreed him fo commit

unigue experiment,

suiride

His novel mode of ballot-box
revolution was not objected to
much by the US, although the
ITC (International Telegraph
Company) tried to prevent his

election,

Maoscow, too, favoured his

brand of socialism, and re-
gard=d it es helnful to them.

But radical measures intro-
duced by the Popular Unity
Coalition Government of Dr.

Allends, such as the nationa-
lisatim of copper firms, bank-
ing and the land
desiened to benefit the pea-
sants, particu'arly the Mapu-
che Tldians, ineurred the

wrath of vested interests both

at home and ahroad,

In fact Dr. Allende had to

contend not only with political
pressure from the right (Chris-
tlan Deniocrats) but also from
the violent left.

In this he favoured a middle
road of law and order and
ended the illesal oceupation of
land bv ‘poor peasants, by
taking over = 227 estates and
setfling 70000 of them.

But .. Chile's- fast-dropping
Joreign assets, a serious monsy
crisis. wage demands.and :in-
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reforms

dustrial unrest, caught him
in a vice-like grip.
The Chilean Armed Forces.

the ultimate guarantors —of

Parliament’s legality, took =
neutral stance at first,

However, industrial unrest
by white-collar workers such
a8 doctors and teachers took a
serious turn this year.

Dr. Aliende, who realised
that the workers were his only
pewer base, made several
Cahinet reshuffles to meet the
crisis. He even brought in an
Armed Forces man.

This did not stop the course
of eveals from taking its tra-
gic turn, On September 10
leadsrs of the Christian De-
macralic Party and National
Party called on their followers
to strike indefinitely and
urged Dr. Allende to resign.

On Tuesday, September 12,
Dr, Allende’'s unique experi-
ment of socialism through de-
moerstic means lay smoulder-
ing in the charred remains of
the Presidential Palace in
Santiago, where he lay slamp-
ed ou the table, shot through
his mcuih.

There were widespread pro-
tests about the coup that
toppled and killed Dr. Allende.
The US which considered
Alleade a thorn in its side, was
accused of involvement. But a
Presidential spockesman quickly
denied this although he ad-
mitted prior US knowledge
ol the coup

Sri Lanka's Prime Minister,
AMrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike,
regretted that the Chilean
Armed Forces had overthrown
4 legaliy elected government
which was ecarrying out radi-
cal reforms by peaceful
means,

She said that Allende’s pro-
gressive measures were ophosed
by vested interests, both at
home and abroad, who tried
to shicld their hostility to ra-
dical measures by picking on
economic difficulties, which
were the results of their own
gystem, to justify epposition
to a legally elected govern-
ment.

- Cuba sought a meeting of
the UN Security Council teo
discurs the issue. - - -

In Chile the military junts
dissolved Congress and indica~
-ted that - it would rule by
decrea, i
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Between the Lines !
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f Kind Hearts & Cops

4
r

N a little Spanish town (re-

member the od song?)
police recently found a young
man and a younlg woman wan-
dering about the s reets in the
early hou's and promptlv took
them to the police station.

No doubt there followed a
sort of Spanish Inguisition.
The upshot of it was that the
police found that their fears
were unfounded: the couple
were not night-birds but newly-
weds on their honeymoon.

Then what were they doing
out on the stree'sz at that un-
godly hour when only the un-
zodly or the guardians of the
godly or night workers on their
legitimate business had any
business to he up and about?
The answer was ftragically
simple or, what was Wworse,
simply tragi¢: the newly-weds
had ro place to go to for their
honeymoont, all the hotel
rooms in the town having been
hooked for it was the tourist
5eason.

Clearly, no action could he
taken agalnst the unfertunate
pair, The ohvious thing to do
was to let them go; but that
would have meant sending
them back to the s'reets. So
the understanding policemen
in that little Spanish town did
the next best thing. They
kept the couple back, giving
them their much-needegq ac-
rommedation in the only romm
avallab’e — a cell. And that's
where the bride and her groom
hegan what must be fto them
an unforgettable honeymaoon.

It is a pity that the Reufer
report which flashed the news
of this happening to the
world's walting teleprinters was
so sketchy, but it could be
safely assumed that the police
in thelr large-heartedness, did
not do things in & small way.
They would surely mnot ‘have
heen content merely to pro-

vide a bare cell but would have
embel ished it with at Jleast
the basie furni‘ure for g honey.
moeoning couple,

And, theough the bald Reutfer
report made no mention of it,
it is equally cer ain that on
the following day the local
paper or papers welt to town
(in the parlance of the Press)
with the many-faceted high-
lights of the drama in the
police cell.

We are, unfortunately in
the dark about the names of
the senorita and her don or
those of the policemen con-
cerned Which gt least in the
case of the latter, is a pity for
their names deserve to go
down to posierity.

By
D.S.C.KURUPPU

‘The report also did not men-
tion whetber the night was
dark or whether fthere were
stars In the sky, Which is also
a pity because thes preseice or
absence of stars on that night
might have helpéd to throw
licht on how it came about
that the copns met the counle
when they could conceivably,
have missed them altogether.
We are left fo conclude that
the fortunate encounter was
fortuious for otherwise we
might have been led to sur-
mise that it was no surprise
and that the stars had some-
thing to do with it.

Or. perhaps, the stars did
have a say in it—just as, 1973
years ago. a star led thres
men from the East to a virgin
who had just become a mother
in a stable, it being the only
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Would that

place ayailable and she and her
spouse, afier hours of weary
wanderinle on the streets, had
found that the inng in the
little town were full, Would
the plight of that young couple
of nearly two thousand. years
ago have been different had a
police patrol—or what passed
for a police patrol in those
days—have chanced on them?
Or, eyen iI such a meeting
seken place, would the minions
of the law haye given them

shelter in & cell? According to
the trends of the time. it is
linprebable that sueh kindness
would hdve been shown thein.

But in this year of grace two
Spanish pollcemen took pity
on a virgin and the man she
had just married, All we know
sbout the couple was that they
were young. We go not know
whether the bride was pretty
or plain, tall and thin or short
and s‘out. We cannot even be
cer ain that she had blue Sva-
nish eyes. But whateyer the
fizure of the bride or the fea-
tures of the bridegroom, they
were given shelter for the one
nicht on which they most
wan ed to be alone together,
And the fact that stands out
in stark clarlty is the charity
of the police,

This i5 all the more oub
standing considering the re-
grettable fact that the world
does not normally connect the
constabulary with compassion
or presume that the police are
paragons. Fortunately, there
are times when the world is
made to realise by an example
such as this that the police,
¢no. can  be very humane.
there were many
more such examples—in Sri
Lanka, too! 7 =
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Edmund J. Cooray

—his interests
are varied &
far-ranging

; MISSIONARY
= Justin
conducting an outdoor ser-
vice in the Naga district of

named
Bukamuyve was

Western Tanginia, Africa,

The congregation saw a huge
lionesy only a few yards
away, and began  gquivering
with shock but to the amaze-
ment of the <crowd the
missonary shoufed back
“Folks, don’t be afraid the
god who saved Daniel from
the lion is There, the rizen
Christ of Easter iz here
Then with a God given faith
and authority he tutned to the
lioness and said, “You lioness.
I ecurse you in the mname of

Jesus Christ!”. An amaz-

ing thing then happened, from
the seattered clouds, though
there had been no rain — mor
was there any later, A polt of
lighining struck the lloness
and she dropped dead in her
tracks.

The missionarly junmped up
and down on the carcass and
used it as a platform to preach.
An unusual platform indeed.

— (From ‘“The Herald of
Hope”).

* £ &
F'OR the modern civilised

world giving a person
who ig in need of blood is
done in a scientific way, but
not s0 in  certain parts of
Nigeria when a person or per-
sons is in need of bhlood.

A man who has too much
bleod is brought. . and with
the help of an animal horn a
vacuum is created by suction,
and the blood drawn to the
surface, incisions are then
made on the swollen surface
Of the flesh so the bloog can
be taken.

—(From "“The Black Gold Ple-
torial)

| TOP Civil Servant who

one fine morning found
that he had been appeinted
a4 Senator and went on to
become the Minister of
Justice, now heads the vast-
1¥ successful conglomerate
that is the Browns Group of
Companies — one of the
laroest private sector trading
organisations in Sri Lanka,
employing over 4000 work-
ers,

This is BEdmund Joseph
Cooray, CMG, OBE (pictur-
ed on facing Page) the
sclon of a well-known Wad-
duwa family, a brilliant pre-
duct of 8t. Joseph's College,
Colombo, 4 graduaie in
classics. a Master of Laws
ang a barrister at law,
linguist and Constifutional
lawyer.

One of the highlights of Mr
Coorav's prief excursion in-
to polities was when he de-
putized for his Prime Minis-
ter at the Commonwealth
Prime Ministers' con-
ference in 1960,

Since he became Chairman
of Browns 12 years ago,
he has diversified this
primarily engineering firm
into fields as varled as
tourism and transport and
hatteries and  banking with
interests stretching from
Negombo to Yala and Hat-
ton to Darley Road.

The Browns Group is one
of the largest exporters of
non-traditional products, on

which the Group earns over
Rs, 20 million a year in
foreign exchange. Mr, Cooray
who is a member of the
Government's  Export Pro-
motion Adyisory Committee
and also Chairman of the
Ceylon National Chamber
of Industries, is guite rcon-
fident that, given the proper
Incentives, the private sec-
tor can and will make its
own confribution fo the
solution of the country's
pressing economic  problem
— namely, self-sufficiency
in essential foodstuffs—hy
means of a vigorous food
production drive, earning
of foreign exchange through
non-traditional exporis and
tourism; and. last but not
the least the provision of
more employment, parbicu-
larly for our youth.

Mr, Cooray went on to
say that Bowns, so far gas
thre Government was con-
cerned, was already makine
a fair contribution towards
the achievement of all these
three objectives, and the
Group's [uture plans were
being drawn up with a view
to making an even greater
contribution in this diree-
tlon during dthe next faw
Vears,

INTERVIEW & TEXT:
Felician Fernande and
Alex Jayachandra,

PICTURE: Mahinda Koda-
goda,
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SEVEN TIMES A WEEK TO NEW YORK.

A - DAILY 747 - FLIGHT VIA  THE
MIDDLE EAST AND EUROPE YOU
CAN FLY DIRECT TO NEW YORK ON
OUR EXCURSION FARE: A RETURN
TRIP COSTS LESS THAN THE ONE
WAY FARE.

LETER - FRTED N

22245 108, YMBA BUILDING,
25832. FORT, COLOMBO 1.

BUY - SELL
EXCHANGE
CARS AT THE
| TIMES SQUARE

YOU can now buy, se¢l] or exchange a car conveniently,

The Times of Ceylon Ltd., will provide parking space
for cars in its premises. All those who advertise in our
group of newspapers will be afforded this unique oppor-
tunity.

Bring your car toTlmes Square

For a small investment of Rs. 750 you can publish a 15-word advertise-
ment in “The Sunday Times” or the “Sri Lankadipa”. As a special offer,
on the payment of Rs. 15, advertisements could be inserted in “The
Sunday Times” and the “Sri Lankadipa”.

Advertisements in the “Ceylon Daily Mirror” or “The Times of Cey-
lon” will cost an additional BRs 5 per alvertisement.

This unique opporfunity will bring buyer ana seller together convenient
ly. There will be no need to scan the advertisements and spend hours tra-
velling around fo inspect cars of your choice. Seilers, too, will find it very
convenient fo meet potential hbuyers of cars in the Times premises.
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The lile

TF there was provislon fo

award a Nobel Prize (o
an inanimate character, the
little miscreant of a  Maha-
ragjah of Air-India would
really - have been Dbestowed
with this signal honour by
NOW,

In the world’s history of
creative  advertising, this
creature of a feudal erg is
hard to beaf Not that Air-
India could not have girdled
the globe without this puckish
mascot of a Maharajagh out
the fact foday is that Air-
India can’t do without this
turbaned tartar., His ready
wit, his biting sarcasm, nis
hypocrisy behind the sweep-
ing low bow_ make him all the
maore lovable,

Who created this creature?
Everybody in the airline husi-
ness knows it. It Is Bobby
Kooka, the man behind the
Maharajah who has figured
n international eontroversies,
in Lek Sabha debates and etul-
tural cavalcades,

It all havpened this way.
When Air-India first started
many many years ago Thos,
Cooks, were the booking agents
for the infant airline, When
the big bosses wanted to have
a house of their gwn, Bobhy
Eooka commissioned an artist
to decorate the show window
with an oviental hubble-bubhble
which would cateh the eves of
the passers-by,

And the Maharajah  was
horn,

Ever sinze he has dominafed
the scene of Ind'an aviation
and later conguered the imagi-
nation of international travel-
lers,

Few alrlines in the world
cou'd provide such exquisite
feast of wit and entertain-
ment in thejr literature,

It was about twenty Ffive
vears ago that I first read the
bocklet “Foolishly You-s” on
my flight from Colombo to
Madras. and I still preserye
that copy. which of course,
was not retained by me with-
sut  the knowledee of the
oretty haostess! Bobby Kooka
makes fun of everybody (n-

cluding the Customs, Imml-
gration officlals and even his
own directors,

One of the cutstanding bili-
noards of Air-India was the’
one alb Kemp’s Co:ner, the
Piccadilly Circus of Bombay,
when Air-India was about to
fly the Boeings, The Maharsa-
iah portrayed the serenity of
4 woman about to have per

new born  and the eaption
read: "Can vou keep &
secret?”

There followed howls of pro-
test irom embassies and the
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aherajah

propriety of such an sdvergise-
ment was questioned in the
highest political circles, The
ho-ha died down and the Boe-
ings ar.ived. The people who
mattered talked about the
event, That is creative sag-
vertising,

My ounly regret, as an
admirer of the liftle rascal is
that even In his maturity he
Is still singie alone in  the
wide skies without a compa-
nion of his own fo hold and
cherish Could Mr, Kooka
oplige? There are still mateh-
makers in Indial E. A E.
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' Theatre and the Arts

Two related plays

l‘T musi be by one of those
strange guirks of cir-
cumstances that the two m-
portant new plays that were
staged in September appear
to have a complementary re-
lationship to each other,

In Henry Jayasena's MA-
KARA (The Dragon), the
hero is ohsessed with the
determination to build & just
and perfect society of the
future by cleansing the pre-
sent of its evil within, In
Somapala Guladheera’s UMA-
THUSANVARUSAWA (The
shower of insanify) we find
an attempt to affirm the view
that “sanity is invariably and
inadvertently attributed 1o
the majority,” -ang to put
this inte theatrical terms he
uses, like Jayasena, the me-
thod of allegory but, unlike
Jayasena, in a mocking tone
of levity, And both can be
cited as examples of the play
as fable,

Jayasens had a disciplined
well-structured  original o
work with. He had seen Eu-
gene Schwarg’s The Dragon
on the East German stage se-
veral years ago.

He was impressed with it
and translated it into Sinhala,
as he felf that it couyld he
successfully tried out on the
local stage. The Russian ori-
ginal was the variation of a
theme,

The fable of Lancelet and
the Dragon, and the ultimate
triumph of good over evil
brings romantic memories of
a. childhood story-bock world.
Schwarz’'s play had hot been
staged until 1962 (four years
after the playwright’s death)
in the Soviet Union,

It is reported that it had not
been readily accepfable in the
country of its origin but it
has since gone into the reper-
foire theatre of Eastern Eu-
rope,

And in April-May 1963, &
highly successful American
production had appeared on
Brosdway.

Jayasena’s MAKARA is a
serious play and one to  be
taken seriously. To adjudge
it as a marathon “talkie”
would be grossly unfair. It is
true that Jayasena has not
hag the opportunity of bring-
ing to the stage SCHWARZ'S
dragon with all its awe and
splendour. On the East Ger-
man  stage the dragon had
been alimost literally breathing
fire and smeke, but then, with
the limited resources of the
loeal stage he has concenfra-
ted mainly on the allegory of
the dragon within—the dragon
that Lancelot refers to thus.
“There is a4 dragon in the
hearts of every one of us. Let’s
vanguish that dragon, It Is
only then that we know hap-
piness.”

Jayasena had the unenvia-

handling of the production he
combines a certain degree of
artistry with nimble theatre
cralt, the latter being clearly
evident in the climactic
sequence of the mortal com-
bat hetween Lancelot and the
Dragon,

By its very conception, the
role of the Mayor was open to
a pomic interpretation and
this potential has been realis-
ed patrticularly in order to add
humour to an otherwise serl-
ous play. And Daya Alwis’
interpretation was in that
vein, but sometimes 1 wonder-
ed whether he did not indulge
in a hit of over-clowning.

Dharmasiri Bandarana-
vake's Lancelot appeared too
smooth and sleek, but then
1 suppose Henry wanted him
to be more than ‘the conguer-

By DONALD

ABEYSINGHE

ble task of translating this
idea into theatrical terms,
And he approached it with the
diseipline restraing and abcve
all the theatre craft that was
required of it. I have not
read the original. Nor would
Jayasena have, However, his
translation from the English
(ang therefore necessarily
second hand) was ingenious.
while adhering faithfully to
the coriginal he uses a racy
localised idiom bringing the
play closer home,

The very fact of the time-
lessness of its theme lends
itgelf to immense possibilities
of “contemporarising” and up
dating, There is no clinical
diagnosis of the ills of the
Establishiment and without
miuch political banter Jaya-
seha brings  out the rot-
teness of the order that needs
a kind of purgation.

He avoids what may be put
into clichetic terms. “playving
to the gallery”, and in  the
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ing warrior.” But yet he was
somewhat stilted and ap-
peared to have the same
stance throughout.

Sunila Abeysekera as the
Mayor’s daughter Hlisa, of
course had little to do exeept
look pretty ang helpless, After
al]l she was the damsel in dis-
fress — the four hundredih
virginal sacrifice to the three-
headed Dragon.

The fairy tale like quality
of the play is greatly enhanc-
ed by the other characters—
the talking cat, the magic
carpet Weavers, the black-
smith and the violin maker all
adequately played, Nimal
Fernando's dragon was con-
vineing enough but was not
his occasional roar to the
accompaniment of loud and

sonorous music  somewhat
melodramatic?
Like MAKARA Somapala

Gunadheera’s play is a fable,
It ig allegorical in content,
But unlike the former which

NEEe

PUHARHANEEY

CHBHEN RN
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is & translatlon of a _play
biased on g universally popu-
lar fable the latter iz an ori-
Zinal creation,

Actually the borrowing hus
been limited to the use of a
theatrical device the use of
the hanamichi or an exten-
sion of the stage through the
central aisle of the auditorium
down to the main exit at the
end. the performers _moving
freely virtually mingling with
the audience,

This ig a device used to
minimise the Ilimitations of
the walled in stage or ostensi-
oly to minimise the physical
separation of the audience
from the performers and to
establish a certain rapport or
intimacy.

The play itself was a rolli-
cking piece of infectious fun,
But then at the beginning
when the chaplain heralds the
entry of Xing Budhisara,
what transpired left me with
4 sehge of bewilderment,.

I was wondering whether
I had gone to the wrong thea-
tre. The domestic scene het-
ween the king and the gueen
reflecting the eternal conflict
petween husband and wife,
with broomstick and all, put
e aback and reminded me
of the old davs of the wulgar
ayah-appu comic relief scenes
Of the early days of the
Sinhala cinema,

Bug soon with the
change of scene and the chap-
Izin’s announcement of the
chcoming “shower of insanity’
sanity seemed to prevail para-
doxically, and the play moved
spiritedly on its mad jaunt
of uninhibiteq fun in the
nature of cemic opera.

Basically UMATHUSAN-
VARUSAWA deals with a seri-
ous idea but in theatrical
terms it is the levity of pre-
sentation that makes it en-
jcyable. Dr. Padmasiri de
a8, Head of the Depart-
ient of  Philosophy, Pera-
deniyg Campus, has this to
say of the thempe of the play
‘0 the programme note (whose
COver dsserves special men-
tion) i — 1

“What is the conventional
notion of soclety? To be a
Zormal and sane man is to
make a neat adjustment to
society and belong to the res-
pected mafority: to be insane

is to move against the majo-
ity .
“Thus the deviant, the rebel
and the exeeptional man who
finds the stand-point of the
majority basically irreconci-
liable, are all insane.”

It is thiz idea that Guiad-
heera’s characters try to ex-
press in his play set in no-
particulay place or time in
“a magd mad mad world” —
to horrow from the title of a
recent  film, Gunadheera’s
king and queen represent the
old urder of an archaic nion-
archical establishment. and
rossibly he clothed them in
un-majestic  attire and made
them them mou.h common or
garden dialogue and made
them behave in the manner
I refered fo earlier to pbring
about the ludicroustiess of the
whole situation,

From monarchy to demo-
cracy and on with the march
to Secialism is Gunadheera's
journey. And those who op-
pose the Establishment are
considereq insane, But then,
the awakening of a whole peo-
ple, brought about by intel-
lectual awareness and a sense
of righteousness coupled with
the expression of fhe indi-
vidual will, is this “shower of
insanity” thag the chaplain
ominously prophesiez at the
beginning. Bug it is a welcome
shower angd its invigorating
effects cannot be resisted even
by fthe most obstinate detrac-
tors of change who like the
king, queen angd the chuplain,
succumb to it

It was all high fun while
it lasted and the allegorical
essence takes contempoary re-
levance whére one can indulge
in the pleasant pastime of try-
ing to identify persons, places
and events with strong simi-
larities with the loecal scene,
although never covertly dis-
cernible but left to the ima-
gination. And they make the
whole thing effective: the as-
tor, choreegrapher, musician,
singer and the director have
put in their mite with a re-
markable sense of team work
which was the highlight of
the play.

With a cast of nineteen the
director Padmaseela de Silva
has indeed done well to main-
tain a consistency in the quali-
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ty of the performances, The
10le of the king may not have
been the ‘ideal vehicle for a
seasoned actor like Saman
Bokalawela who nevertheless
played with competence: put
among the maleg it Was
Limecien  Bulathsinhala — as
Ruchaka who spearheads the
awakengpg—who stood oul, He
had gof” the interpretation
right and went on .to play his
role with an  air of confi-
dence matcheq with . almost
professional competence, An
expressive singing voice fur-
ther aided him in the execu-
tion of his role, not to men-
tion the airs themselves with
which he seemed to be equal-
ly ab ease.

Then there was Shantha
Padmaperuma whose uninhi-
pited portrayal of w veritable
women’s lip character kept
the audience in gales of laugh-
ter with hLier risque comments
delivereq in high pitch while
raising a knee length skirt to
show an alluring hit of lex

Murie Samarasinghe as the
Queen Mother did some ex-
cellent miming while Chan-
drasoma Binduyhewa as the

* chaplain made the hest use

of a good singing voice and
stage per-
sonality.

Austin Munasinghe's music
which drew liberally from the
folk idiom to the swinging
Dop kept the audience tapping
their feet, Although some-
fimes one began to wonder
whether the beat was too
much bordering on the vulgar
one could dispel that thought
as it was functional

But the playwright's use
of language, idiom and some-
times innuendo lef{ something
to be desired. It tendeq to be
at times rustie and vulgar to
the point of being embarras-
sing although the risque and
the bawdy seemed to go down
well, Much money and work
seems to have been pul into
the costumes but sometimes a
clumsiness and  garishness
wus evident, But these are
minor blemishes in a play
that turned inte a lively
romp.

It is light theatre, not re-
pertoire; craft, not art; thea-
fre not drama — where the
playwright emerges as a re-
markable craftsman.



Pioneers
of local
industry

ZON CAROLIS are quite _

justifiably known gs “the
furniture people”, Over a
hundred years ago, they ex-
ported furniture to Australia
Afriea. India, Burma, the
United Kingdom and the
Dnited. States of Anierica,

What is less known about
them and the founders -of
the finn, 'is that they were
the pioneers of industry in
Ceylon,

Don Carclis Hewavitarana,
the founder of the firm, left a
bequest of Rs, 30,000 = for the
fraining of Ceylonese youth
in industry, and it was his
sons David, (whp Dbecame
knewn as the Anagarika Dhar-
mapala)l Edmung Simon, and
Dr, ¢, A, Hewavitarana who
nurtured their father’s wishes
into reality, 3

The Hewavifaranas had to
contend with . the Ceylonese
craze for imported goods, As

" T, W, Bennet noted in the
last century: “No péople in
the world set a higher value
upoll British machines, sta-
tlonery, or perfume, or relish
with & keener zest, English
hams, cheese, butter, ale,
cider, salmon, anchovies,
pickles, than fhe Ceylonese. ™

Denounced

Thiz national failing was
denounced .in the strongesy
terms by Anaggarika Dharma-
pala in his speeches and
writings ;

“We purchase he wrote
“'Pear's soap and eat coconul
biscults manufactured by
Huntley and Palmer, and sit
in chairs manufactured in
Austria, drink the putrid
milk known as tinned milk,

Little -known facts about

MRE. DON CAROLIS HEW

While our weavers are starv-
Ing we are purchasing cloth
manufactured abroad.”

Qut of the proceeds of the
scholarship fund established
by Mr. Don Carolis Hewa-
vitarana, Mr, U_ B, Deolaphila,
was the first to be sent to
Japan where he gtudied the
textile industry, He returiied
to Ceylon after five years and
became the principal of the
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well known - firms

AVITARANA.,
weaving cefitre at Rajagiriya,
This institution acted as a

-feeder .centre for the weaying

centres which the Clovern.
tnent later established,

Mr, W, M. Balasuriya, who
was another of the ploneer
industrialists studied the
safety mateh iIndustry in
Japan, and on his return teo

“(Continued on Page 41)
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‘_“J ancient Sinhala legend
ST SAyS:
ecpllect a thousand Kking-
cobras (magayas) and only ohe
would carry the shimmering
gem in its bosom; round up 4
thousand spotted-deer (muyo)
that roam the forests and
none, but a solitary  navel,
would have the life- gkving
‘kasiurl’; sway the heads of &
mcuﬁand tusker-eiephants
{eththn) and you will be re-
warded by a peal of a hell—
it iz only he who ecarries the
precious pearl; the gajamu-
‘!'_ v ;1‘!
Although, this statement 1s
an  exaggeration of the
Sinhala dialect, it c¢annot he
compbletely prished off. It
prmeq the rarity of these
pearls of the elephant.
According to the = Brihat
Samhita, a treatise in Sans
krit. they - should never he
perforated. ‘“They have in
them”, the book continues,
‘“gn inherent power to bes-
fow good fortune On 2 pOB-

sesgor: sons, wealth, repu'u%t-
tion and renown, bringing
abont fulfilment of desires,

pelling

These pearls are- actually
the tusks of
the .mmasl As you - may

formed inside

know, tu which
eTow are 115 fact its
upper in eth, Due to

18}
their weight, a large propor-
tion of them are embedded in
the bone-structures of the
there is often a
‘{}]".‘.L‘ln shaped empty hollow
nerve-pup

skull, while

etween the
n-anda} and the ivory

It is in this space that

the pearls grow.

According to that dedica-
Frank
g pear! heging fo
foreign
it be a hun-
ter's bullet or a chipped frag-
ment within the tusk, enters .

tea naturalist, Sir
Colver,
form when  some
pody, whether

the pulp cayity.
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sickness and sor-

gajamuthu

Pearls
Of
IVory

By STANLEY
SURAWEERA

The legend of

Di. P, B P. Deraniyagala,

a famed lover

of our wild-

life, had this to say in 1855
in a Government publication:

fAS thé
dentine fills up
end of the pulp

tusks

cayvity

pushed forward;
cavity also hecomes
ly shorter
The secondary
SERSEs 4 Criss-Cross
ang is arranged in

develop,
the anterior
and
the solid portion thus formed
the pulp
relative-
after middle age.
deniine pos-
pattern
COTICET-

tric layers that show well In

foseil tusks. Concentric
of dentine

layers
deposited around

foreign bodies entering the

palp ecavity
phant pear
Although Dr.

ems to accept the
thr

are termed ele-

Deraniyagala
theory
1t a foreign body 1§ neces-

sary to give the urge for the
formation of the pearl, the
late Mr A H. E. Molamure,

that loveable
judicial

birdwatching
officer who ,died a

few years sgo and who  has
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written a monograph on the
subject, taking from where
Dr. Deraniyagala had stopped,
appears {o accentuate the
second point of Sir Frank.

For Mr. Molamure says,
“Not inconsistent with such
an  explanation is the fur-
ther possibility of the matrix
around whkich dentine accu.

mulates being, in some in- -

stances, a fragment of ivory,
from the tusk itself and not
mveriably a foreign body, It
1s also part of the legend
that, sometimes, the pearl

can be heard to rattle with-

in the tusk of the - living
animal

In his bestseller, published
in London in 1963 under the
title of *“Elephant Gold", P,
D. Stracey had this to say:-

“The myth that g certain
sSuper-race of elephants pos-
sessed pearls in their skills
may have its origin in an-
cient times...... During the
1928 khedda operations in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts; a
icrest officer who destroyed
a wild tusker {found a small
oval object, about as bhig as
a man’s little finger-nail, in
the fleshy pith of one of the
tusks'.

It is a good thing that this
big-game hunter had even
seen this, for he was an un-
hellever,

Mr, D. J. G. Hennessy,
who was ‘Assistant  Superin-
tendent of Police: Kegalla, in
the Ilafe twenties and whose
record of elephant shooting
would only be second to the
exploits of Major Willlam
Rogers, published a book in
Colombo in 1949 under the
title, “Green Ajsles”,

I1 it, he speaks of an in-
cident .where he mect a
Kandyan chieftain who had
owned an elephant with four
pearls in one tusk  alone!
“They were small”, he re.
called, “only about the size
of a peppercorn; three were
loose in the pulp ecavity and
ong was embedded near the
tip.”

It was also Hennessy's
good fortune to meet NI
Lonis Siedle who was then
doing a thriving business in
genis at the old York Arcade
in the Fort of Colombo.
Siedle had told him that
cnce when he was sawing the
baze of a tusk in his work-
shop, he eut one of these
pearls in half -and the core
appeared to be of ivory.

Elephants in Sri Lanka
and neighhbouring India have
scmetimes have had  these
pearls, but the African heast
seems to possess som@thing
different

John A Jordon hunted
extensively in Africa  about
the furn of the last “century,
and later reported  this.
Although the African ele-
phants are generally all
tuskers, once on safari he
encountered, what he would
call an “elephant-stone” in
tze head of a tuskless bull.
“It* was a hard stone of
great beauty, just like =&n
ovster grows a pearl”, he

said.

He had found it on a side
of the skull, where tusks mnor-
mall¥ commence to grow, He
further remembered, "It was
a great ball abhout the size of
2 coconut”,

Unfortunately it was so
brittle that when he hacled
it with an axe, the whole
thing splintered into shav-
irgs of ivory.

I would like fo end my
article just as it  began,
with a statement in Sinhala.

1t says: “Gajamuthu
walata wada watina ekamg
wastuwa-nam, ekamuthu
kama pamanai”, And do

-you know what it translates

into?

There is only one thing
that is more precjous than

fhe pearl of the elephant,

and that is true friendship, =

- -

Killing an elephant ' =
- with one blow! B

y A WIFE who wanied to get rid of her husband gave him qg poisoned cake before he
. Set out on a journey. Before eating it (he man decided to take a dip in a wayside
pool, While he was bathing an elephant spol ted his cake and ate it
Enraged the man rushed to the elephan t and hit it. The elephant dropped dead. By |
now the elephant’s keeper hagd arrived on the scene,
Hel spread the story of how the man had killed an elephant with one blow ang the
man became very jamous.

(Story related by the late Mr, I, M, R, A. Iriygeolle in the Housé of Representatives.
Hansard Vol, T Col, 271)
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Mystei'ies
of the
sun

“‘H.—\T kind of weather is
it on the sun?” is gn old
o4 faseinating question to
noman  cannot always
S0 he continugs to
the mpysterious world of
o Stars.
A century age it was found
the sun's eleven-year-
ith alternate calm and
—correspondeq exactly
disturbaneces iu the
etic field. The
acquired  sinee
s groung for hoping
re will be fresh dis-

»Is not to satsiy
, but to find out
uence the sun has
te on earth, which is
artant for human life,
total solar eclipse wf
30 brought these gues-
up again, Experts
up, in many scienti-
lications, what we al-
w and what we hope
1 out ghout our gtar.
sor Giorgio Abetti of
i Obpservatory  ex-
t the sun’s influ-
e earth is of three
st, there are the
netic radiations
the form of X-rays,
radiations, =zodia-
and radio waves.
ations {ravel at the
light, and take eight
threa seconds  to
: one hundred and
==ty million Kkilomefres ©he-
sun and the earth.
ions cause distulb-
ionosphere and
the . chromo-

the effect of
the “cosmic
are mainly pro-
z at about forty

thousand kiloimetres Der
second, covering the distance
between the sun and the earth
in an hour.

The third kind of influence
is the mission of magnetic
particles formed by lons and
electirons when the sun is
stormy, Their speed ig great,
ang varies belween one and
two thousand kilometres per
second,

These  particles take be-
tween twenty and forty hours
to reach the earth, where they
produce ‘“‘maghetic storms™,
polar aurorasg and ionospheric
storms. All the possible in-
fluences, however, appear
when the sun is active, This
happens regularly every eléyen
VEears,

Through the observation of
this freguency and the atten-
gant phenomena seienfists
aim af discovering correlations
bettween the Influence of the
sun and the earth’s climate.
There are many uncertainties
t0 be overcome in this type
of study, but progress has
been made recently thanks to
the Mariner gnd Pioneer satel-
lite surveys, and the informs-
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tion gathered during their
journeys in the solar system
towards Venus and Mars.

Again, the observation of
the "sun's crown”, the sul’s
fantastic permanent halo,
Wwhich c¢an be seen in detail
during eclipses, helps to in-
crease our knowledge of the
star. The ‘“‘crown’’ is made 0f
a gas composed of ionhiged
hydrogen: protons, electrons
ang different metal afoms sti-
mulated by & very high fem-
perature. Some scientists think
that the sun’s crown’” is
growing all the time,

Others have spoken of solar
“wind"? or rather of a cloud
travelling towards the earth at
o speed of three hundred kilo-
metres per second, At first,
the temperature of the
“crown” is no lesg than two
million degrees. Then, as the
speed decreases, the heat dis-
perses in space, as it moves
away from its natural source.
Tt is common knowledge that
the sun is essential for
human life. It remains to
discover the reasons for this.

—{Agenziz Ttalia),
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Self-confidence —
clue to good health

EOPLE who won't say no .

become ill, age prematurely
and coulg under certain eir-
cumstances develop a physical
handicap, according to Rudiger
Ulirich; 32, and his wife Rita
Ulirich de Muynck 23.

The Ullrichs, hoth psycholo-
gists, analysed fhe spreading
menta] inhlbition against re-
jecting demands imposed by
the world around, They be-
lieve thaf this diforder iz a
result of contemporary elvili-
ion, a misguided form of
social conduct that ig learned
by or drummed ito a person.

The two Tesealchers ex-
amined more than 140 patlents
with psychoses of this type
over the past three years.
The case of a 45-year-old civil
servant whose mental sickness
manifesteq itself in the foIm
wi serious arganic symploms
is as crass as it 1s typleal.

“FErd-u-g-r-d,..."” His hand
began to shake as he wrote
the letter “u!, “S-c-h-u....”
His fingers shaped into claws
as if formed by some invisible
force, His whole arm ghiver-
ed, Bathed in sweat, Eduard
Schuster allowed his pencil to
drop—he could no longer yrite
his own name,

The terrible hattle was the -

end of a career of pen-push-
ing. Looking more like an
80-year-old as a rvesult of pre-
mature aging, the man had
undergone & number Of
courses of hospital treatment
before coming to -the beha-
vioural therapists at the Max
Planck Institute for Psychia-
try in Munich,

“Are you a ecivil seryant?”
Dr. Ullrich asked ‘“Yes sirl"
came the reply like a shof
drom & gun,_ Schusier leaned
forward as he spoke and smil-
ed amiably at the two psy-
chologists.

“Are you widowed or
divorced?” He considered
“Well, actually I'm married,
Have I fille in the form

&

wrong? Sorry, that Was
stupid of me”,

The civil servant had indeed
atated he was married on the
form. He hag an extremely
pleasant wife and five children
and Hved in a modest home
on .the outskirtz of a city in
the west,

The psychologists knew most
of the detalls from fheir files
but they wanted the man to
talk with them, Three hours
later they knew REduard

“Scihster'’s whole 1fa story.

He was born in 1927, was of
medium bulld ang average in-
telligence and was proug of
his neat and careful hand-
writing:

Whenever there was a train-
ing course, Schuster would
pass it with flying colours,
Whenever there was overtine
tp be done his boss always
found him willing, “With
pleasure™, was his answer,
even if he had not Dbeen
(Continued on Page 41)

Kidney trouble?

Then have a bun!

Iﬂ the Sahlgrenska bospital
“in Gothenburg. they use
a special sont of bun under
the direction of professor
Bjorn Isaksson, The buns are
claimed to taste very nice.
In fact it is  very impor-
tant that they are tasty, as
people  with kidney trouble
have to eat four such buns
each day. and are at the
same time restricted to a dru-

gal diet with a low protein
content, :
Asg the buns confain nine

essential amino aclds, they
keep the patients free of symp-

| toms for a certain time,

The buns are an alterna-
tive for patients who are de-
pendent upon regular dialysis
freatment in order fo survive,
Dialysis maciines are in cons-
tant demand and insufficient
in numbers. The new bunls"
make it possible for many
patients . to live longer
without dialysis.

People with  Xkidney trou-
hle should e given a diet
with a low proteln content,
but proteins confain, among
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other things, the eight es-
sentia]l amino acids that the
body is unable to produce it~
self. :

These are now provided In
the brms, To these acids Is
added a ninth amino acid,
which is particularly imporT-
tant for patients wilh kidney
trouble.

From the waste products of
the protlens the 'patient him-
self ean rebuild the remain-
ing ten or so amino aclds
thai are normally . confained
in bady protein, In this way
the kidneys need never e
encumbered with  the waste
products from the proteins of
the diet, v

- Previously the essential
amino acids have been given
to the patient in the form of
intravenous injections. But a
long sxperimental period has
shown that equally good Te-

- sults are obtained with  the

special buns, which are ex-.

pected to be generally avall-
able mext vyear. —{(“Sweden
News™)
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(Continged from Page 34)
cevion started the manufac-
ture of mafches known as
Three Gams?”

Cnfortunately a BWwedish
f-m which was operating in
Cevlon gradually gained eon-
irol over the Ceylon Balety
Matelies Compony which pro-
duced “Three Gems”,

‘We have o protection in
{ n - for gny nalive-run
industry, The country is too
soor to withstand  the enor-
ous factory output of Lan-
easter, Manchester, and
various FEuropean cities”
wrote Anggarika, Dharma-
Daia,

‘Fairy land’

In March 1923 Dr  Hewa-
vitarans  organised an Al-
Ceylon Industries Exhibition
which e = calleg “Our fairy
land of industry”.

“1 ¢gll it a fairy land” he
said “not only hecause of its
beauty, but because in this
ae have greeted a sentiment
of unity ang harmony, In my
industrial fairy land there is
nothing communal, It ig all
brotherhood,”.

In the same year Ceylon
industrial products were sent
to the Brifish Empire Exhi-
hison in London, Dr. Hewa-
vitarana was gquobted in “The
Times of Ceylon” as saying
that local craftsmen should
not be content with selling
their wares i the British
Empire, but should start an
organisation to export their
goods throughout the world,
In this respect he was fifty
years ahead of his times,

D, J M
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Freudenberg?s

\.‘VITH referefice  lo  the

first article In our series, .

“Little known facts about
well-knawn ., firms™—F. A E
writes,

About 1883 my grandfather,
My, J, C. Ebert while serving
ag a wharf clerk for Aitken
Spence ang Co. had iaunched
oub on a small geale to cupply
water to ships callitg ab Col-
cmbo Harhour. Old Aitken
Heard aboubt this venture, sent
for my grandfather and gave
him the ultimatum — “Elther
voll give up your waler boats
ur we glve rou up My grand-
father said he would decide
within a week. At the end of
the week he met Mr. Aitked
and tolg him: “I give you up"

A little later Philip Freu-
denberg fell out with Hagen-
beck who was & dubash and
supplied the German liners
with water. Mr, Freudenberg
sent for my grandfather and
asked him whether he could
cope with the supply of iresh
water fo German ships, “Yes,
sir”, vas the reply, “but there
is one hitch.* *“What iz it?"
askeq Freudenberg, My grand-
father extended his right arm
rubbing the thumb on the
index and middle fingers. “We

will see o that' was MT. Preu-
denberg's reply to  this ges-
Lhire. .

From that dagy to-the 1914
wur The Colombo Water Boat
Cotupony,  cskablished 1888/
Proprietors J, C. Ebert and
Son supplieg fresh water fo
the Noiddeutscher Lloyd sfiea-
mers, My grandfather retired
early and his son Albery Ebett
managed {he business which
amassed o fortune for my
grandfathers During the ten-
gigh i Ching, & number of
Russian, German, Dutch and
English ships wete i the har-
bour demanding fresh water
In the absenece of sufficient
guter tanks, my father coped
with the ecrisis by removing
the tanks = from - the hoats.
cleaning the houats thoroughly-
fillinpg them witlh fresh water
and pumping the water
siraight from the boats to tlie
ships’ tanks. ;

Incidentally, A, Siegmund
Freudenberg why married Miss
Middleton toock = British eiti-
zeénship before World War I
nnd recelved his share back
when the war was over, This
was the nucleus of the resur-
rection of Freudenbergs
after the first world war.

Self-confidence

(Continued from Page 10)

“Schuster, could you Work
through these files before nine
orclock tomorrow  morning”?
“Certainly”, he would eagerly
reply, even to such o preésump-
tuous demand as this, and
woulq often sit at his  desk
pefore the break of dawn.

With eyes big and friendly,
hat in hand and as eager as
ever, Schuster eventually at-
tendeg the most important
training course in his life as
an invalid in the Max Planck
Institute in  Munich. He
learned to say Lo

Schuster plucked up more
and more courage as he found
that he could get hls own way

L]
']
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—whether 'at play or in real
life. He went to the income
tax department ang insisted
that they expiain something
to nim, He rehearsed how to
ask for a rise and not take no
for an answer.

Schuster puassed this course
with flying colours ag usual.
Two months later he was re-
fusing to do anything that did
nob fit in with his plans, His
hand-writing was once more
clear and precise. .He returni-
ed to his job and was pro-
moted soon afterwards,
Eduard Schuster could easily
have been called Willi Leh-
mann or Franz Huber, His
name has been changed any-
way. But the story.is true.
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Women’s Digest -

Despite the period of austerity we are going through the
working women of Sri Lanka are dressed like fashion plates,
It is time they faced up to realities, This does not mean that
they should look drab but —

Why not be more
rational in what
you wear?

gO'l\'IEIHING Very  similar
Y to what Nero did While
Rome burned is happening in
our country teday.

What indeed has happened
to the good sense of the ma-
jority of the women here,
that at a time when austerity
should be the theme, they are
striking the highest pitch in
the strains of vanity?

‘We do not of course Suggest
ihat working women should
don sack cloth and ashes and
add more darkness to the
gathering elouds.

But it-is indeed time e
all faced up to the realities of
the economie siraits in which
we find ourselves.

That reality calls for a more
raticnal form of spending pac-
ticularly on' our work clothes.

I reproduce balow some dis
cussions and interviews I had
with a cross-section of working
wemen in Colombo,

Miss Carmelita Ferera, a
teacher from _ Ladies College
Colombo, told me that the
teachers of her school were
SErICUsly proposing 4o have g
uniform dress for the mem-
bers of the staff

“A white ‘cotton saree with
a red border is what we hope
to adopt”, She said that with
such ltfle time in the morn-

ings to decide on what she
should wear for the day, she
found dressing a tiresome oro-

CESS,

“Above all” ghe said "I wel-

a uniferm
dress, because it is very eco-
nomical. As it is we spend
mueh too much on our work-
ing clothes.” She hag just re-
turned from India and found
that even in India the price of

come the idea of

sarees is pocketing.

Mrs, 8. J., a senior lecturer
at olle of the campuses, said :
the idea was the most sensible
woimen could adopt at such a

time,

"Apart from being econocmi-
cal it would also remove dispa-
rities between the haves and
the have-nots, she said “It 1=
have a set of

fime, women
proper values.

“Women have a more mean-
ingful role to play in society
tlian being mere ornaments "

What did Miss Jayanthi de
Silva. a saleseir] in a textile
shop in the Fort, think about
it? She was a little hesitant.
“Well, it will be so boring
wearing the same thing every
day, Customers might get sick
of seeing us drably dressed

But she conceded she

finding it difficult to budges

on the salary she earns.
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I also tried to get the views
of these women who are work-
ing in places where 4 uniform
dress has already been adopt-
ed. Both Nianthi Andradi
and Nandini Perera who work
at Air Ceylon, don’t find it
boring wearing the same kind
of clothes every dav and sep-
g others wearing “them too.

Nandini, who says she is not
very fashion-conscisus, did not
ming a uniform dress, “BnLe
she said, *“You should change
it after a vear or so to relieve
the monotony.” ;

Nilanthi does not agree.
She likes to be recognised as
belonging to a certain firm,
“There must be regularity”
she said. “Do you feel it is a
kind of rigid- discipline?” 1
asked.

“Not at all”, was her reply.
‘We hagq uniforms in school
and we were all very happy in
them.” .

In institutions where women
employees wear such a dress
the initiative it has been
found was taken by the res-
peeiive manggements,

In these firms, women have
been provided with their worl-
inz clothes free of charge,
~In all this Wwe would also
like to know what the mem-
bers of the opposite gex think.
We therefore propose to let
the men air their views on
the subject of a uniform work.
ing dress for women, Do write
n,

H S



The proper upkeep
~ of the walls

’[‘HE key, we ' gaid, in ' the
lzs| issue of the Digest.
© the upkeep of floors, is
choosing the right kind o
paint,

The same princinle anblies
lo walls as well.. You should
st dgecide what kind of paint
tinish you want, and subsequ-
ently the paint thai will give
ol the desired ryesylt.

4 flat Timish i gn intellig-
et Lhﬂ'[u for your bedroorn==
2d living room walls.

Wilhh the right fiat finish
pain, your walls will stand
ip to 1requent washing Dis
temper is eleapsr, but will not
standg up to  washing and
:hould not be used in  damp
ind steamy rooms.

A low sheen finish is ideal
ior .a surface of Aspesos,
orickwork, plaster or ponerele
Emulgion painis agre ideal to
achieying such a finish.

The nexi step will be to
vrepare the wall for painting,

If your house is a aew one.
like care that the walls gre
guite dry hefore wyou  start
painting,

This is essential as salts and
ikail in building materials
such a8 plastic, cement, con
crete, brick ete, acting togeth.
‘rowith the water with whieh
they are mixed  atback the
pRint,

You will know
walls are net dry, by the ap-
pearance of gwhite crystals
{caited efflorescence) on them.

It is particularly unsafe to
paint with oil-baseq or alkzyd
paints at this stage. Prumers
¢ scalers are wused at  this
stage to hold back the water
But such hasty tacties are not
advisahle.

Patience is the surest way
fo ensure geod results. Primers

thati  your

may however be used 1iter
the surface is dry, becmﬁe
Lhﬂ‘ hielp oil-based paints to
resisi = the atiack of alkali
foungd In building materials.

Once you are sure the sur-
fgee iz dry, brush down the
wall to remove dust and Serape
off any staing of plaster, mior-
lar or cement. Plaster all
tracks and holes,

The {jlling must be left to
dry and harden. Then apply
# primer if r necessary. (Distem-
per does not need a primer).

More practical
hints for the

housewife .... from
HASSINA

SOURJAH

H the surface is rough, an-
Py a second coating of ihe
alkali-resistant primer. Let Lie
surface dry overnight. Then
bul on the iinishing coais,

1f however you intend paint-
g preyiously painted  gur-
f&ees, you must make fure
that the old paint is not
tracked or flaking.

Berape all the paint off with
4 sfteel scraper or burn it oft
with a blow-lamp.

You may even use a chemi-
cal paint remoyer, Then rinse
the surface and proceed 1o
apply the primer and then the
paint. Remember that distem-
pered surfaces must be wet-
ted thoroughiy, allowed to
dry and then palnted. Emnl-
gion painted surfaces if  in
good condition, need mne: he
rinsed oo much!
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After having taken al] ths
wale you may still come up
with a Tew problems The fol-
lowlng hints may be nelpjul,
¥ Always use clean brushes.
Wash your prush well in paint
thinners and warin water 1o
[emoeve previous paing.  Wash
all neyw brushes i soap and
wnter before use.

® Don't let any dirg
the paint

et igte

# Bweep your floors at jeast

an  houtr hefore you start
painging, Don't sweep the
Hoor while paint {5 stil dry-

ing as the dust may setile on
'l]e walls.

® If however, specks of dust,
and grit make your walls
look ‘bitiy”, allow the paing to
harden and rub it down light-
ly with fine abrasive paper
This also helps o get rid of
any brush-marks,

* Where a gloss tnish loses
its glozs or looks dull, anoiher
cOfl of paint might put it
right, But make sure the tirst
noat has hardened. !

# Use ol greasy soivents such
#S kerosene or paraffin as
Lhimners may cause slow ary-
mg gng less of gloss,

* Where the old colour shows
through the new paint, don’
try 1o coyer it with too thiek
a coal. If you make this mis-
take and the paint runs or
sags, leave it as ib is ull it
dries and hardens, Then use
2 llght abrasive paper on the
wall,

% Always stir the paint tho-
roughly,

* Applying paint to hot sur-
faces in the glare of the sun
may make the paint shrivel or
wrinkle on the wall, Rub down
with an abrasive and re-coat,
with a light layer of pam?
Avoid painting in the sun.
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Culinary Corner

Stringhoppers — the
easiest way out

—says CONCY ABEYKOON

L = flour, these days, is in
i X% short supply—due to a
shiortage throughout the world
of course—and consequently
bread too is difficult to get,
the housewife has to forget
about Courses, if and when
she intends entertaining guests
in dinner.

The easiest way out of the
situgtion, since rice is also
fairly heavy for a night meal,
is to serve your guests a
stringhoppeyr dinner. As for the
flour. there is always rice flour
to fall back on, and it is just
ideal in every sense,

FOR THE STRING-
HOPPERS

METHOD: Take a measure
of milled rice flour, sieve it
and using a steamer, steam it
in & fairly large saucepan.
Leave it to cool. When if is
cooked, put the whole into
a large howl and after having
udded salt to taste, mix it
well to a dough. Now intro-
ducilg a sufficient amount
each time, into a  string-
hopper mould, press it on to
the mats Place the mats one
over the other in the steam-
er and keep in a4 saucepan
of boiling water. Let it cook
for a few minutes and repeat
the process till the dough is
aver

COCONUT SAMBOL
INGREDIENTS s

1 Coconut,

4 Ib. red omioens,

b, maldive fish,

§ to 12 green chillies,

A little tamarind and gin-
ger,

Lime, salt and a little Cook's

doy,

Yj dried prawns.

METHOD: Scrape the coco-
nut and leave aside, Chop up
the onions, maldive fish, gin-
ger, green chillies, and mix
them well, together with the
scraped coconub. Put the whole
1 a pan of Cook’s Joy along
with the other ingredients and
emper it, seasoning well to
':'Stu'

MULLIGATAWNY
INGREDIENTS:

A fairly large fowl,

i Ib, dhal or condai kadalui

La 1b, red omions,

A few bulbs of garlic,

1% cups of coconut milk,

A bit of corriander, cum-
min seed,

Fennel, rampe,

2 or 3 fomatoes,

xinger, lime, pepper and

salt and Cook’s Joy.

METHOD: Take a large
saucepan with about four pints
of wafer. Then joint the fow!
and put it in. Roast the dnral
or kadalai, add the chopped
toinatoes, onions and garlic
and the rest of the ground in-
gredients and fry it in a pan
of Cook’s Joy. Now iniroduce
i1l this  into the saucepan
containing the fowl and boil
well until the fowl is tender—
nstly add the coconut milk.

A BEEF SPECIAL
INGEEDIENTS

3 ibs, beef,
5 tablespoons chillic-powder
4 tablespoons roasted ourry
powder,
4 teaspoons garlic,
14 1b. chopped red onions,
i wine-glass of arrack,
114 cops of thick coeconut
milk,
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Pepper, salt and lime,
iampe, curry leaves and a
bit of ginger,

METHOD: Powder all the
ingredients—cut the beef into
lairly large cubes, and put
themn inte a large saucepan,
then  add the powlered in-
sredients, mix well and fry
i :ee. Now add to the whole
i utre the 114 cups of coco-
nut milk and allow it to cook
01 o slow fire, also seasoning
well to taste. Finally introduce
the arrack, )

FRENCH OMELETTE
INGREDIENTS:

G Eggs,

1y Ib. red onions,

1 Ih. prawns,

4 large capsicum chillies,

! tablespoon feennel leaves,

Vepper and salf, lime and a
little margarine

METHOD: Boil the prawns
and add a teaspoon of pepper
and sall, When cooked, shell
the prawns and chop them,
then season with pepper, salt
and lime juice, Beat all the
eges together and add a tea-
spoon of pepper and salt. Now
Iry the onicns and the chillies,
and add it to the egg mix-
tnre. Put  some margarine
into an already heated pan,
vour in enough of the egg-
mixture, suficient for an ome-
lette (French style) and final-
ly add the prawn filling and
roll, To decorate, use boiled
sninach and parsley.

R " IR Ut v e SRR
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The call of Kalutara

THE Ralutara bridge, with the famons Bo-tree in the background.

'J:\WENTY-si:: miles down
south of Colombpo, Kalu-
tara lies basking in an aura
hallowed, old-time menories
O e, ...,

Sited on the banksof the
=2u Ganga, Kalutara is, of
course, reputed for its rtraw
Bats and baskets (woven
defily from the  sun-dried
es of “indi" (the wild date
palm), its lusclous mangos-
eslls — and its girls!

If you have any douir
sout that, read what is pos-
=iy the finest piece written
Kalutara by s son of the
— the late well-known
wurnalist and famed literary
ar of this isle in the sun—
I P. de Fonseka,

Here is the poem he wrote
i the charms of Kalutara —
25 he preferred to call it --
the charms of Kaltura's
fruits hats, baskets — and
2irls, which go enraptured his
heart, but no Ksltura girl
ould “steal his heart away''!

F

For Sri Lanka's greal lite

rary man lived, and died a
vay bichelor! And now, to
his gem of a poem:

“Have you sten the showers
of Kaltura

Gauged in the weekly charts?

Have you seen the dowers of
Kaltura

Boom on the distant warts?

By HARRISON
PEIRIS

Have you sten the fruils of

Kaltura

Deck the Gardens of the
Sun?

Hayve wyou seen the shoots of
Kaltura

Into hats and baskels spun?

Haye you seen the Fort of
Kaliura
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That held the olden town?

fiave you seen the port of
Kaltura

Where the pafismen secrambie
down?

Have you seen the girls of
Kaltura

Glitter with splendid ray?

Have you see the girls  of
Kaltura

Woulg steal vour hearts
away?"

There is a typical Sinhala
ptoverb which frankly states:
“porn in Kalutara educated
in Matara, what betterg"

And, as Major Roland Ra-
ven-Hart in his excellent book
“Ceylon — Hislory in Stone”,
reminds us, Matara is reputed..
iy the most cultured place in
Ceylon, as Kalutara s the
healthiest. . . ."

That Kalutara is one ol
the healthiest spots 1 this
country is verified in o des



cription penned g near-120
years ago:
“Kalutara — @ livourite

resort for invalids, with  its’

umbrageous walks and cool
and salubrious climate,...”

The tfamed Kalutara Bodiu
with the gigantic dagoba and
the imposing Watadage (the
ofly one of ils kirngd in Sri
Lanka), on the hillock, has
been hallowed over the years.

The evidence of history
points to the fact that the
parent Bodhi was plaated on
this selfsame hillock in the
time of King Wickrama Pan-
diya., In 1052.

Kalutara's hoary, 300-year-
old Banyan Tree forming an
entraneing archway over the
highway to Galle —the well-
loved landmark and an  un-
torgetiable sight, alas! it no
maore.

The death of the giant (ree
wag due to purely natural
causes and this link with the
past was shapped in 1965,
finally,

The Fort of Kalutara still
stands & mute witness to the

J. P, DE FONSEKA

Fiant on Ceylon's lite-
Tary scene,

Wiy hack in 1677, a man
0i the Dutch East India Com-

wrote in his diary under April
79

T was sent with 30 soldiers
0 the Fort of Kalutara” -
one of fhe earliest references
to this towti in Duteh chro
nicles,

Conjuring up: vislons:of-fhe
anclent days is a  warmly
human incident in the day to
day living of those times.

The famed antiguarian,
historian and schelar, Dr. ®.
L. Byohier, refers to this
poignant incident In his boolk
“Seeing Ceylon”

After the British captured
the Fort of Kalutara, one of
he buildings in the ramparts
was used as a countryside resi-
deflee of Chief Secretary Hon
John Redney,

In 1824, when his infant
son died and was buried, he
constructed a pyramid over his
heloved son's grave.

It carries this plaintive,
heart-sobbing epitaph which
is also an appeal to future
generations of Kalutara people

“Respect and spare the rte-
historied past. pany, Christopher Schweitzer mains of our ehild... . "
SR BeALIABILL LTS a e s vaes - P - - - —

TAPROBANE NEWS

HARBOUR ROOMS

3 p.m. to 11 p.m,

Dine in comfort and Relax to the Musie of
Christine & The Set Up
Dress: Casual.

g BLUE LEOPARD NIGHT C-_LU-B »
} s

Dine & Dance to the Music of
Gazali Amit Combo— _
Wednesday to Saturday.
The Oceanites — Monday & Tuesday.
Dress:— s : : I
Monday to Friday—(Tie Only). : s '
Saturdays—National or Lounge,

e e e T B e W -

-
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When
Gordon

. Gardens

was a
cricket
ground

ORDON GARDENS, which
at one time provided
shade and rest for il
visited Colombo,
and eolourful h
Surrounded bs
House, the Prime
office, the Custon
and the large
stretehing ‘seawards,
Gardens has lost meost of
former prestize, but continues
to be the quiet
the Thustle and b
city,

With a pond in the cenire
and a few flower beds, Gorden
Gardens does nod have much
to attract a visitor, vet the
magnificent marble statue of
Queen Victoria. the “Portu-
guese Padrao’™ and the old
Duteh buildings in the vieinity
of the Gardens take one to a
world of the past,

The stastue of Queen Victo-
ria overlooking the Gardens
was brought to the present
site at the beginning of this
century, Tt was first put up on
a spot where once stood the
Ceylon Tea Kiosk — a well
known centre then — where
many visitors refreshed them-
selves with the “cup that
cheers." The Ceylon Tea
Kiosk was at a later date de-
molished to make way for the
development of the city. 1t
was situated just in front of
the'  present Mackinnon
Mackenzie Building

isto

The marble gtatue of
Queen Vicloriy was seulpiurad
by Mr, G, E, Wade of Lendon,
The expenses were provided
by a vote of the Legislative
Couneil as a fitting memoria]
of the diamend jubilee of ¥
Majesty, which fell in 1897

The Portuguese Padrao.
which stands on the northern
end, serves as a memorial bo
the Portuguese regime in Oey-
lon.  Though there is much
coniroversy over the date of

47

were 1nterred the bodiss of
séveral Duteh Governors.

The British, who soan fol-
lowed the Dubch beeame mas-
ters of the seaboard in 1796,
and the Dutch buildings and
churches fell into  disrepair.
It is said that the remaina of
these Dutch Governors were
removed to Woliendhal
Chureh in 1813 amidst lLeft-
ting ceremonies,

There was a time when the
present Gordeon Gardens way

by NIMAL SARATHCHANDRA

the arrival of the Portuzuese
in Ceylon, the inseription in
the Padrao points i to 1501
Don Lourence de Almeido who
landed on the shores of this
Island. caused the Pariugaese
coat-of-arms to be carved on
the boulder, which is well Pre-
served even today, During
Porfugusese times, a Roman
Catholic cathedral and =«
house of Franciscan  monks
stood on what today we call
Gordon Gardens,

t_mring ‘the Duteh regime,
which began in 1656, the Ppr.
tuguese church was razed to
the ground and a Duteh
church was pubt up on the
samn spol. In - this. * church
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useet as a cricket ground, bul
from 1889 it began to assume
its present shape.

Sir Arthur Gordgn, the
then Governor, as a personal
gitt to the capita! in honour
of the jubilee of “‘Quexn Vic
toria’s reign transformed the
gardens info' a beautiful spot
in the heart of the city with
well-lajd-gut flowerbeds and a
variety of tropical flowering
trees. Thig became an aflras-
tion for foreign visitovs.

Though crickef iz played no
more and the musle of (he
organs from the Portugueso
cathedral and Dutch ghurch
i3 heard no more, it stil
bears some vestige of  the-
imperialist age,
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Your Lagna this month

ARIES

A very much
better month
in health
and fnanee
You will im-
Prove in

health and more money will
come to you this month, You

will achieve success in
all your enterprises. You
will face preblems in  life

with greater courage; vou will
overcome vour foes, You will
do very well in your profes-
slon or job, and there are
prospects of a promotion or

ier siatus in your job. You
als be inclined to-
wards relizious activiiies

But your commeon f
rashniess and quic
temper will be more T i-
nent this month since Mars
s transitting the Ascendant
first. two weeks of the
month, are more favourable
than the last two,

Lueky colour: Red,

Lucky Days: 6, 12, 19, 25.

TAURUS
Not: at all a
goodl  month
f o r Taurus

£ 5 uwbjects,

s s Your Lagna
[ Atee j is hemmed
in on both sides by powerful

ellemies, Your health wil
suffer; nervous complajnts
and diseases of the eye, gwell-
ing in  parts of the body
falls from treeg ang vehiecles,
bone-fracture are indicated ag
adverse resulls,

You will be romantic There
will be disharmony ang quar-
rels in domestic life ' On the
financial side. there will be
losses . and heavy expenditure,
You will also have & lot .of
worries Do not venture upott
new- scheines or any specula-
tion this month, Fop some
time fo come  vour Planets
specially Saturn, - Mars © ang
Juplter  arpe {ransittine  ad.

By Mercury

VErse sighs.  Heavy losses i Era: ha
fimancial matters are indicas o Lhe
ed for you. child-=

Lucky colours: Red and yel = &
low combined, e
Lucky Days: 12, 13, 14, 29 S

s ar

£Te r
. domes

unpleasant
tic' sph

a had mont i
jects, Jupiter g Maraka 1
net for you is transitting veu:
8th house, Be careful in all
your dealings,

Lucky colour: Green,

Lucky Days: 10, 19 26. 30.

CANCER

!An extremely
fa v o uramte
month for
you ¥ our
hest planet,
Mars is

fransmitting your Mid-heaven,
shedding strength to  wvou.
The only thing you have to de
is to switch on: the rest win
to switch on; the rest will
look after itself, Prospects in
employment are very good ;
Favours, from superiors, rise
and more status in your pro-
fessicn and job are indicated

On the financial side, also
go0od results are indicated.
Your business enterprises and
investments  will bring i
better profifs.  There will ba

of  status, gis
loss of money -

rude
shotild avoid malice
In your actions as
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g in that quarter is indicay-
«d, Do not fall inte the net
of intrigues created by others

There are plenty of distur.
Bances in your profession, as
your tenth house now is sub-
ject to great afiliction, There
will be some chahge in your
profession or iob, But har-
mony and happiness are indi-
cated in your domestic affairs,
Progress in children and hap-
piness i family-life arve indi-
rated,

Luciy colour: Green,

Lurky Days: 14, 1§, 23,

LIBRA

¥ou have now
come to a
good  peried
in your life,
after spend-
ing an un-

fortunate period
Your health will
Troubles and sorrow ir
latives are indicated. A i
month for finance Profit
from investments is indicated
Good Dprospeects in employ-
ment, A very good month for
4 rise in employment ang
status, There will be a promo-
tion in your profession  or
job, suceess in studies and
examinations Desire to study
new subjects and engage in
research  work, happiness In
family life and prosperity for
children are indicated. A birth
in the family is also indica-
ted, A greal progress in the
educational sphere,

Lucky colours: Red vyellow
‘ombined .

Lucky Days: 12 15, 19 25,

SCORFPIO

n

tier.

re-

You will go
forwarg with
courage and
valour t o
achieve suc

»
g *&4

You will show keener interest
in your work, Financial side is
favourable to vou thigz month,
Trouble from enemies, over
your job will arise and there
will be clashes with your supe-
riors Greab progress and pro-
fit are indicated in education-
al gud academic spheres.

Success in financial matiers
is indjeated, Gains from bro-

cess in lfe

fhers and sisteérs and associ-
ates; happinesg in the family
circle and opportunities for
marriage, Harmony in @ the
family, Health will be better,
Be careful and cautious In
vour travels,

Lucky colour: Red.

Lucky Days: 14, 21,

SAGITTARIUS

Your beallh
will suffer:
P 1 a nelary
positions are
yvery adverse
for vyou in

Avoid travel

many respects, :
Great menfal unresg is
<hown. Loss in financial mat-

ters is indicaled, Bources &:
necome will decrease and ex-
senditure will arlse and there
Le even indebteaness,
from mother's rela-
indicated and evil
3 mother also is
Dmrm es in landed
. irkness to echild-
md_l"’

ment in
married Def
cles will ard
no progress in
Businessmen will incur
in their dealings, An uniav-
ourable month for you.
Tucky colour: ¥ellow,
Lucky Days: 5, § 23

CAPRICORNU

Gr{-ai_ absta-
vour job and
La.‘p‘,n* m
losses

Your health
will be mnor-
mal; but you
will have
worries and
troubles o n

account of your enemies, Be
careful of urinary disorders,
Your desires will Dbe reéa-
lised, More money will come,
There would 4arise a new
source of income, Specially,
this menth will bring in lot of
profits and  income for vou,
There is @ gain of landed
property. Access to good vehi-
cles and profity from lands
is quite probable,  Hear.
trouble s indicated, Expendi-
fure and fruitless travels,
Success in employment, pro-
motions and new appointments
arve indieated favours from
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supeviors and great improve-
ments in  your joh are also
likely

Lucky colour: Black,

Lucky Days: H, 12, 19, 28,

AQUARIUS
Good for
finance; 4

sudden  pro-
fit in filance
is indicated.

Good pros-

e

Dects in employment: A pre-
pitious time for a prcnlotwn
A change of stafion for your
own benefit is also indicated.
Obstacles in studies and exa-
minations, Disharmony in the
domestie sphere and disap-
goiitment in love affairs: vou
will 2o forward in your acti-
vities with great courage till
you realise your ambition:
thafavourable month for your
children, Danger in tralvel 1s
indicated  Gain of new lands
12 possible,  Tedious travel
and consegusnt fatipue in the
first two weeks of the month,

Lucky colour: Black,

Lucky Days: 5, 14 28,

PISCES
A g0 d
month for

BEnanece,
Gains  from
friends and
relations 1 s

tm-mwum.é your savings
will ineresse and there will
be gain of landed property.
There will be marriages, birth
of children and  auspicious
ceremonies in the domestic
side, There iz g tendeney to
ieave the home-station and
travel In Toreign countries,
Sudden profits; respect and
honour, & new status in life
are indicated in travels away
from home, There iz the
possibility of the loss of a
close relative and ailments in
the heart are also possible
Times of szolar and lunar
eclipses are bad for you, There
is happiness in the family, A
2ood veriod for success in
studies and  examinations,
Changes for the better in
vour  profession  arve likely
A great change in  your
life for your own welfare
iz indicated.
Lucky colour: Yellow.
Lucky Days: 5 18, 23
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More news about

your own club

ELLO there, all my little
friends,

First let me thank you for
all the lovely letters some of
you had ryritten, We publish
here two letters which 1
Lheught were very sweel.

I see that all of you are
agog with excilpment gver the
Thildren's Club, the Digest
15 planming Well we do have
gome news about the club. If
you are under twelve years of
aze on 1.10.73, £ill in the
membership ecounon published
in these wages, get your
parent or guardian to certify
your age and send it to Aunty!’
Hannah e/o- “The Times
Digest, Times Building, Col-

ombo 1.

I would also like all of you
tor write and fell me what you
would like to do as members
of this club, It iz your very
own club, remember, and the
aim of the “Digest” is to make
all little children happy. So
do write in,

And  keep sending your
erttrieg for the Second Comipe-
lition,

The prize again is o Bank
Voucher for Rs. 25/-, &
<hat all enfrigs reach this
office before 12 noon on
12,10.73.

Till next tinwe. Cheeric and
ihe best of luck.

AUNTY HANNAH.

Age:

Army coup?

I o o T e B A o L

CHILDREN'S DIGEST CONTEST No. 2.

ARRBOINA N % o e S s o a e

1. Who was the head of State killed recently in an

2. Where were the last Olympic Games held?

3. Which country's President i3 involved in

Watergate trouble?
Who is the Prime Minister of Japan?

@ »

of 18677

6. The world’s oldest man died recently.
which country was he?

7. What is Fleet Street, London, famous for?

8. Where was the last Commonwealth Prime Minis-

ters’ Conference held?
9. What do the letters IM.F. stand for?

10. How many astronauts went on hoard the Sky-

Lab?

Which two countries fought the Six-Day War

From

From our

readers
(OFGEATCLADIONS .

= 1

1
I

gazgine 1 reach Sods and lo.s
of children

I woulg ik
children's
Digest, Ple
I eoulg join

I am a stu
Junior School.
old,

Wishing the m=sagine
CEBS.

8. K. GOONESINGHE
Anderson Road
Dehiwala.

d

LAST MONTH'
WINNER

1H E winner of last

" month's competition is

MISS ROHINI PEREEA,

7A, Sri Sumangala Read,

Panadura

Congratulations, Rohini!
Youa will soon reccive a gifi
vaucher for Rs, 25

r
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Short story for children

The haunted house

YHE village was a | long

distance away from the
main road between Rambuk-
kana and Kadugannawa,K A
cart irack led to it from one
of the branch roads and end-
ed at the foot of the rocky
mountain in whose shadow
the willuge lay. On two of the
other sides were  terraced
paddy fields while on the
fourth side was a thick jun-
gle.

In one of the few little huts
in the village there lived
Soma with her parents and
her two vounger sisters. Her
father was a farmer and her
mother looked after the hut
and the stray cow which her
father had caught and which
gave them their milk,

Soma's sisters were oo
young to go to school but
Soma, who was ten years old,
not only went to school hut
also went to the school-mis-
tress’s house twice a week to
learn sewing, Soma was a
bright, clever girl ang her
teacher loved her, She taught
Soma sewing free and also
gave her the cloth and needles
and threasa for the lessons.
Soma hoped that one day she
would ke as good as  her
teacher at sewing, Then she
would he able to help her
parents by earning money
from deoing sewing for their
neighbours.

One evening Soma was late,
so she took a short cut io the
teacher’s house, This was a
footpath  which, halfway
down, went for some distance
through the forest, But Soma
was not afraid, She hurried
along, sorry that she was not
able to pick the lovely flowers
she saw as that might delay
her still further, It was a
bright  day but inside the
forest it was gloomy.

Soma knew she had not
much farther to go when
suddenly it started to rain,
She ran, fakine ghelter under
the trees. but the rain that
beat in through the gaps in

the kranches soon drenched.

her. She was wondering what
to do when she saw a house
ahead of her. She ran as fast
as she could to it and kihock-
ed at the door, Nobody ans-
wered ~ She hit hard on the
door and it opened. Thankful
that the people in the house
had not locked it, she went in,
calling out: “Who’s there?”
Though she called out seve-
ral times there was still no
answer “Never mind”, she
thoughit. “Maybe the people
are out, caught in the rain,
and they will be back soon_
Then they will help me to get
back home".

By Astrid
Kuruppu

She had left the door ajar,
Suddenly it closed with a
terrific noise and Soma found
herself in the dark, She be-
zan to shiver, She wanted to
rua away., but her legs refus-
ed to mave. She could not
even ppen her mouth to ery
out. But, as I said earlier,
Soma was a brave girl. She
forced berself o think calmly,
“It's only the wind” she told
herself “It’s the wind that
shut the door”,

Sure that she was right ana
feeling much better, Soma,
thought of the box of matches
she had in the little fin box
containing her sewing mate-
rials, which she carried,  She
quickly lit a matechstick,
found a piece of candle on a
dusty table in the dining room
behind the hall and was happy
to see half a loaf of bread on
the table.

“I hope they won't mind”
she said to herself as she ate
the bread, for she was hungry.
She found that she was feel-
ing sgleepy, too, so she went to
the solitarv bedroom with the
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ald of the candle. There was
a2 low, wooden bed in it with
a musty-smelling pillow and
sheet Skhe removed her wet
frock, left it to dry on the rail
at the foot of the bed, wrap-
ped herself tightly in the
sheet and lay on the bed,

She could hear the rain
beating harc on the zine roof,
It would also be quite dark
new, she realised, It would
be safer to wait in the house
till its occupants came back
rather than risk getiing lost
in the dark in the woods.

Soma was tired and soon
she fell asleep. She woke up
suddenly on hearing g noise,
The candie had gone out, but
against the gloom she could
make out, almost at eye-level,
a white ghostly figure Too
terrified fo cry out or to move,
Soma watched it approach
the bed siowly and soundless-
ly, Then it came guite near
and Soma shut her eyes. The
next moment it had jumped
oI tp the bed and she nearly
fainted,

Something soft brushed
against her face and some-
thing soft licked it. She heard
a faint, purring sound and
then a plaintive “Miaow"”.

Instantly Soma opened her
eyes and sat up in the bed,
hugeging the white object to
her. It was ber pet cat Kitty.

Kitty had come to find her
and led Soma's parents to her,
for soon afterwards, they ar-
rived, together with the occu-
pants of what Soma will al-
ways think of as the Haunted
House,

She went back home with
her parents. but did not forget
to spolozise to the occupants
of the house for having eaten
their bread and made use of
their hed

Soma never saw them or the
house again. for she never
again took short cuts, It was
8 lesson she would never for-
get, throughout her life.
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Where children have

their own savings banks

'THE inhabitants of the north-

_ western part i Yugos.
lavia have a remarkably talent
for thrift. It would appear
that the Slovenes have never
developed the habit of keep
ing money earmarked for g
rainy day stowed away in
mattresses, stockings clay
ggcts buried in the back-yard,

They trust their savings
banks, or Hrabilnice as they
eall them.

The thing which marks the
Slovenian savings banks off
from a large number of simi-
lar institutions in the rest
of Slovenia is the fact that
that no one_ with ths sole ex.
ceptipn of the courts, ecan
make enqguiries about tha ex-
tent of any particuiar depo-
sit.

And in Slovenia, savings
bank deposits are not incon-
siderable. In fact they cons
titute one-third of the totui
money reserves in that Re-
public,

In Slovenia, the propensity
to save knows of no age dis-
tinctions, there are even sav
ings banks intended execlusive-
ly for children which are per.
haps the most ingeresting
featureg of the whole bank:ng
system

The children's banks are
always crowded and buzzing
with  activity. Everycthing
within them is designed to
a miniature scale, There are
tables where the children
count out their money Iinto
little trays with raised sides
rather as though tney were
playing with plasticine or
blocks.

When this operation is conmi-
plete they then enter this
amount into inven'ories of
their worldly wealth at ouz of
the miniature windows be-
hind which sit regular em
ployees of the bank,

While they are receiving
the money and carrying gut
the necessary formalities in-
volved, the tellers offer their
samall customers a variety of
sweets,

They made the point in this
connection that che greatest
despatch is essential for each
depositor is entitled to go on

until the formalities are com-
helping himself  to sweets
pleted and it is good for
business to have someiLing
left over for the next .a line.

The premises are decorated
throughout with subjects
from fairy tales, ranging from
La Fonatine to Krylov, In the
centre of the main oifica a
small acquarium swarming
with gold-fish completes the
picture. The total effect is
highly colourful, but pleasant
and tasteful at the same
time.

Individual deposi{s are na
turally small. However, in

conversation, the gireetor of
of ony of these banks gave
us the follgwing starting

information,

In Slovenia 84,000 children
have savings accounts with
total deposits amouniing jast
year te TWO THOUSAND
FIVE HUNDRED AND
TWENTY MILLION OLD

DINARS, or just over {wo
million US dellars,
Seeing the benefits that

could resulg from the foster-
ing of children’s accounts. the
Ljubljana Kreditna Banks un-
dertook & major campaign to
get small children inferesied
in gaving.

Sociologists  payeholggists
teachers and otber specialisls
kL - series nf

wWere consulied
edifying but en
about the wirtu of &
were shown in scSeol

The results of this
programme may ¢
seen in the
guoted. Pain
had been incu
children which w
the bank Mr L=
both them ang
which they were o=

Said one pleas=d m .jaer,
Mrs. Kranje.
Perhaps it woul nvey 4

sharper impressian  of the
magnftude of ¢ =

tioner above
amount of chi

if it were emp hat
this is g higher than
that of the monpeis rves
of g MBumber of Canss n
Yugoslavia,

Other banks ir
are now forming

secfions as well. ar
zing gavyings <cam

schools with & view 1o
ing more such accounts,
Whither the marbies ‘naus-

try?

Junior “Digest Club
MEMBERSHIP COUPON

ATVDRIESE 1o e s sahs iy aonios
DATE OF BIRTH:— .........oveeiriiinnn s

Form or Grade in which you are presenf{ studying:—

I certify that the parficulars furnished above are frue

Slém e of parent/giardism

I T T * 9 8w
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Photo-finish cameras

replace stop-watches

S the old stop-wateh dead?
Though not in Sri Lanka,
in international athletics at
least, it is a dying concept
and its extinetion was. trig-
gered off with the last Olym-

+pics. a year ago. in Munich.

Progressive technology has
stolen a march. as it were
over time and today the stop-
watch is replaced by photo-
finish cameras connected to
electronic devices and wiih
the ald of computers, Com-
petitors and spectators are.
within seconds, put in the
now scene’ with precise ‘on-
the-whistle' information, .

With the stop wateh. ones
thumb reaction had o be just =
as quick as the blast ¢f the
starters eun—but nol before
the natural delay of & tenth
of a second at least, Judges
had to hover around excited-
ly to single out winners, At

the Munich Olympies. Lhings

were desirably ‘different,
Placings and times were as-
certained by three photo-
finish cameras connected to
other electronic devices,

A photo of the contestants
in their finishing order. in-
cluding a time scale is ejected
from the eamera within
twenty seconds after the
sprint is over! Resulls are
flashed with equal rapidity,
A historical analysis of the
event is available at the push
of & press bution,

Utopian as it may seem to
us over here. at the Munich
Olympics however. this was
the order of the dayv. A data
processing centre comprising
three computers had its net-
work at all competition sites,
The results of each event
were fed into the computer
system. They were then
automatically serted out analys-
ed and flashed across, This
determined who qualified for
the next round. in the case of
a heat. and gave the names
and countries of the athletes
their starting numbers and
if one wished their previous
records! And; the time factor

for all this — just two seconds
at the most, Fantastic indeed
and faster than a sneeze!

Two computers, ene to pick
the results the other to
analyse and flash' accross and
a t ird—a g.and-by but just in
cage one might break down.

At the 1las: lympics,
journalists had a field day
with information,  Wherever
they sat they were gontinual-
Iy fed with informaticn of

I_iow to_'l'*)

acuvities at all sites. Detailed
results were compiled on  all
sporls activities and sent on a
platter as it were and a telex
was at hand so that news and
views could hit the  news-
papers all over the world “hot

In addition. during e

%losing ceremony itself {hs

athletes officlals and  jour-
nalists were all presented with
a volume containing all the
results including the very last
cvent of the Qlvinpic games,

eat the

thieves of time

BURGLAR a’arm just an-

nouneed  hy a British
manufacturer cgn easily he
installed in a home by any
householder — or bis  wife,
A _BBC science programmao
reported on the new glarm,

The basic system costs about
£30, and it will keep watch
on five doors, -windows or
othér ways by which an ‘n-
truder might get into the
house.

For a proportionaily higher
price, almost any number of
extra entrances can be watch-
ed: It's simply a matier of
titging more detectors

The detectors are
magnetic devices, screwed on
at each door or window and
powered by = balteries. One
part is screwed to the archi-
trave or window-frame the

electro- -

other to the movably door or
window.
There is no mechanical link

between the fixed and mova-
ble parts” just thelr magnetic
influence on each ofher So
if a draught makes the dcor
or window rattle, or move
evern as much as half an inch
{12 millimetres), the alarm
doesn't go off.

The user has a key to
switch on the system hefore
he goes to bed or leayes the
hguse, and turns it in the
‘lock’ of 2 central centeo!
unit, Then he has about half
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a minute to leave the houss
If by wants to — during that
time (but not afterwaris) the

alarm will not sound when s
door is opened
Later on, when the user

comes home, or gets up in t
morning and wants to switch
off the system, hy has to do
two things. If he has heen ouf,
he openg his front door in the
normal way and within a few
seconds he must toucih a spe-
cial. concealed  detector with
a special key ... a magnettic
one this time i

That delays the alarm for
about half a minute, allowing
the user to go to the control
box and swileh off the gys
temn with his ordinary key.

Both keys, the ordinary and
the magnetic one, hava to he
used in this order ‘to prevent
the alarm from going off.

And the noise catnot bs
sllenced even by cutling the
wires or  hitling the device
hard, Only the man with the
keys, and who knows how fo
use them can switch off the
din,

If a burglay or othar intru-
der setg the siren poing, it
iz likely that he will be fright
ened away before doing any
harm. And that weterrent
effect, the manufachures say
ig the purpose of the new sya
tem, _.. (BBC London Leiter)
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CLIVE INMAN

RAVI SATHASIVAM

GEHAN MENDIS

Chance for us in
World Cup cricket

WORLD Cup cricket fever
has hit Sri Lanka with
= big bang. :News has filtered
m from Lord’s, the headquar-
{eTs' of cricket, about Sri
‘1anky and East Africa join-
" ihg siX other = Test playing
countries of the Tmperial Cri-
cket Conference in the first
. ever World ICup crickef tour-
‘ney to be staged in England
“in June 1975
The other counfries partici-
pating are Australia, England,
India, Paldistan, West Indies
and New Zesland.
This ig the great day that
local ericket_has been waiting

. for, Sri Lanka is ‘in the cor-~

. rect street, where instant eri-
, cket (limited numher of overs)
. is eoncerned,

We acquitted ourselves cre-
ditably on. two occasions on
the picturesque Colombo Oval,
“when Michael Tissers led the
“Bri Lanka team to victories
‘Over CQolin Cowdrey 5 and Touy
Tewis’s “teams. Sri  Tanka
‘Seraped mrough against. Cow-
drey's side, - but  completely

out-played Tony Lewis’s  side
early this year

If the tour is to he success-
ful the Board of Control for
Cricket in Sri  Lanka., must
plan  immediately- for the
Worid Cup,

We have three talented
cricketers in England now —
Clive Inmian, Rayi = Sathasi-
vam ang Gehan Mendis (Eng-
land Schools ‘and BSussex).

ment, the “P. Sara” is played
on these lines. It ig similar to
mstant cricket and we should
be able to fare well

As the Ceylon team- must
also be pilted against stronger
opponents, the  Board must
invite foreign teams frem
India Pakistan, ete, here dur-
ing the next two years, The
itinerary must be  based on
F)-over vicket.

By ELMO RODRIGOPULLE

The Board shoitld make full
use of their services,

Clive Inman holds  the
world - recordg for the fastest
50 (ideal for this tourney)
while Gehan Mendis was pie-
kéd by Tony @Greig himself
to play for Sussex in the 50-
Over games, Ravi Sathasivam
is adjusting himself well to
English conditions, and should

“be in fine fettle by 1975.

8ri Ianka. has been used
to only one-and-half days ¢ri-
cket. Our Ppremier tourna-
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Three and four-day ecricket
games must be avoided as we
are unsuited for Test cricket,
due to the
tournaments.

A Pakistan under-25 team
will be here in Novemper, the
Indigns in January and the
Windies in the latter part of
]‘J"I-i

The Bﬂm'd.must plan out
the liinerary to cater to the
S0-gver game.

nature of our |

e
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Great rugby games of the six ties (1)
When Uva’s
Merrie Men

made merry
at Havelock Park

VA and the name makes
pecple think of gome of
the best tea in the worid
along with rugby football
that was legendary in the
192¢'s and througheut till the
1z LLe 60"«;
l.bl fOlmu the Uva
khana Club being
for -the first time

Gym-
captained
in ity rieh

history - By -a Ceylonese; He
was Senarath Pilapitiya, - a
prince amollg scrum-halves

p"odmf'd by Sri lanks.

 Qme remembers that sunny
June afternoon  al Havelock
Park ior the screaming, Have-
lpck Snorts Club. fans who as
a.ritnal  flocked there on
Sqt,ux‘da.,s and. the. rugby. fare
served by,  two thoroughbred
Tigby teams playing that sea-
son, 3

Havelocks versus Uva. To-
day there -wouldn't be even
twenty
clash of these teams. for Uva
has  terporarily packed uvp
rughy. ,

Twelve years ago the situg-
tion was vastly different. A

meeting between these
two sides  evgked tred
mendous  enthugiasm and.
the match I am re-

ferring to was to create his-
tory., at the end of sixby
electrifying minutes of red-
corpuscled rugger.

That game had an - added
significance, S, B. Pilapitiva
Uva’s eaptain and his fly-half
the mercurial Fred Aldons
were responsible some - ten
vears eatlier for the sueccess
of the Havelocks.

Now more than a decade
later these same stpl-
Warts were preparing for an
assaull on their former for-
tress at the Park. Aldons wads
staging a comeback to  tha
game, The heavy strapping
on his right thigh was pere-
nnjal as the man himself__an
omen which gave Havelocks
supporters much consolation.
For ten long years, their club
had not won the Clifford Cup.
Under Hubert Aloysius, that
yvear - they had gathereq &8
youbg gide which Iooked good
to grab that elusiver honour,

people watching & @

“None would have imagined
the Havies buckling under to
a team of planters from the
distant hills of Uva who nlay-
ed their rugby purely for en.
Joyment  And a defeat. at
Hayvelock Park was a blasp -
hemeus thought on the vari
of every club supporter.

The game kicked-off jnto in.
stant aclion with erisp pass-
ing mgvements rocked by swift
tackling that swung play
tantalisingly from one 25 to
the other,

« It seemed to many that this

Uva fifteen
for the

meant business
Havelocks  players

By AUSTIN
DANIEL

.spor.ted worried
before the
minutes old.

The rhythm of the home
team appeared to have de-
serted them even at that
stage of the match so much
50, that to everyvone's con-
sternation, Uva had rocked
the crowd by scoring 9 woints
in the first 25 minutes of play.

The 9--0 lead enjoyed by
the Merrie-men did not con-
vinee many who felt that Uva
would erack-up during Lhe
second. half, Uva on the con-
trary would have none of that
inyth, Revitalised after
orgnges the planters took com-

brows even
mateh was ten
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piete control of the match in
the remaijning minutes, look-
g capable of ceollecting more
points at any time,

However, the Havies gather-
ing their wits and losing heart
packed some punch inte their
play to collect 8 point durmg
this second spell, but that was
all the fight back from the
homeside.

Uva stormed back tenacious-
Iy, elineing onto the lead by
2 gingle digit. Arthur Palmer
and Carl Ludivigsen the lat-
ter a Welsh schoolboy Inter-
national gave Maralande and
the backs a torrid titme while
Ian McDonald and John
Boyd-Moss, swooped down on
the Havies forwards reducing
théem to impotenzy, Punts
ahead by scheming  Mara-
lande ended up in smoke as
Dick Lister, Uva’s full back
crowned himself with glory,
repelling every danger and
threat with certainty and an-
canny intuition of a  high
order.

As the match ground to g
halt — a game of spirited
rughy the ~ crowd . stupetied
b:lt enthralled, rose in their
seats to acecord the Merrie-Men
of Uva a standing ovation
and the men who wrote hie.
tory by .defeating the Have-
locks thaf day in = June 1961
were:—  Lister. Partridge,
Bawie, Wright Shelton
Perera, Pilapitiya, Aldons_
Boyd-Moss Mike de Alwis,
Duncan Subie, Ian McDonald
Witham Palmer, Wallen. .nd
Ludwigsen,
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M, B. MARJAN writes of the
wives and the girl friends of
the men to whom rugby is

not a hobby but an obsession.

WHEN the Rugby Football
Season draws near In
April, you don’t have to read
the pupers to know when a
kick at goal or o try is missed.
You can hear the cheers and
modng for miles arcund, from
Longden Place to -Havelock
Park; DMaitland Place to
Police Park and Galle Face.
You can also hear the moans
—from the hundreds of wlves
and girl friends who are left
alone every Saturday, while
the hubby and hoy friend bar-
racks for his favourite team

You'll hear the women
making acig little jokes ahoui
being “rughy widows” and
having to stiy home on Satur-
day evenings,

But don’t let their jokes foo!
vou. Underneath their sirain-
ed and tolerant smiles the
girls are fighting mad,

I know. I've been talking
to most of them and here
what they say: B

4 “I HAVE to get his

lunch. ready early so he
gets to the ground in time.
said Mugzeena, “Doesn’t maftier
if it is convenient or not - as
long as he goesn't miss the
wretched kick-off”,

2& “I USED to _look forward
to going to the pictures
with him on Saturday after-
noons”, said Fawziya. “But
since he became a rTughy
addict, T haven't seen him for
dust'.
% “HE hardly ever sees the
children during the
week”, exclaimed
“Bui When I ask him why he
doesn't stay home and play
with them on Saturdays in-
stead of going to the rughy
mafches, he turns on me and
. asks: ‘Are you crazy?'"
+ “BOTH of us go {0 work
rduring the week”, said
Kerima, ‘So most of fthe
work round the house getls
done during the week-ends,

but when the rugby season:

comes round it's do-it-yourself
time for me'.

Shereen.

& “WHEN visitors . call
roung on Saturday even-
ing, I just don't know how to
tell them he’s out ag the Tughy
mateh again, gaid Mumtaz, “I
can just fee! their pitying
looks. They think I can’t hold
my husband,

¢ “WHEN I complain, my
boy friend just looks hurt.
He doesn't gamble or drink or
chase after girls he says, so
why shouldn’t he go to see=
rughy matches"? Bsaid Erin
“Rughby is not a hobby, with
him but an obsession™

playlng. That means ihey
stay away from home, come
back home cranky ang bired,
and expect to get a meal gerved
to them hours after everyone
else has had theirs”, another
wife added angrily, -

4+ SOMETIMES the hubby
actually has the gheek to
bring home a bunch of his
club mates. "That’'s when I'm
expected to turn out a meal
for all of them and sit around
while they all discuss things
like CR must get back Dida
to the centre. Cee Aitch play

Rugby -

angle

What Infuriates all wives is
their hushands® explanation
that they must have a hreak
from work, and thats: why
they go to see rigby football,
* “WHAT apout us?" the
wives shriek, “Don’t they
think we should have a break
from the housework, the mar-
keting and the children?”

+ “IT's not as though they
could see the error of
their ways and at least give
us an opportunity to go out
with them", one wife com-
plained,
3= “AS if this 15 not enough,
they often travel miles—

to Kandy, Radella, Darrawella :

ahd Badulla, to see their club

~ the women’s

rough. Police are hard tack:
lers and Havies are hard up
for players”, she added.

< “AND it doesntt matter

how sick a man is during

the week. XEven the kids

day: - “Don't  worry  mum.

Father will be better hy Satur-

day’. And of course he al
ways is”

2= “AS for my better half,
she's neutral. She'd
rather spend Saturday even-
ing by herself ang with the
kids. .

“What better time could a
woman find to cafch up on
the reading?"

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

-

R




T/te 6eAt gtﬂ for

Triends at home
and abroad

TIMES OF CEYLON
ANNUAL 1973
NOW ON SALE

PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY TO
ENSURE DELIVERY BEFORE

CHRISTMAS TO FRIENDS ABROAD.
PRICE Rs. 13

3 POSTAGE & _P!-EKING

\ F_orieig_n Local (Reg:s’rered)

\ Rs. 2/50 Rs. 2.00

J

3 BOOK NOW WITH

Q The Circulation Manager,

\ THE TIMES OF CEYLON LTD.

Q  COLOMBO — KANDY — JAFFNA ‘

Dgt dbyN IhmF ndatio
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Ly P Don. Nicholas for the Times of Ceylon, Lid, at Tihmes Building., Bristol Street

Fort, (lelombo
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