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RENOLD

the foremost
name In
industnial
chains

Over 80 years of manutacturing experi-
ence have made RENOLD Chains the
first choice for power transmission and
mechanical handling,

ask for

| RENOLD by name
GI7) WALKER & CREIG LIMITED,

DARLEY ROAD, COLOMBO 10.
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How far is
Paradise....
for shoppers?

In Main Street, there is no better
place than Crowns the comfy
department store that caters to
your every need! Where cour-
teous service never slackens and
shopping is more fun

Not very far youw'll agree

CROWNS

Department Store,

Vain Street,

The shoppers paradise.
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If modern women continue to expose their bodies as
they do publicly — on streets, in movies, on TV and in
various fields of life — the nations may soon suffer a
fate as tragic as that which befell humanity beacuse
of the fall of our first parents, says ER.S M. PERUMAL,

‘ g

5 famous elghieenth. cen.

tury statesman Edmund
Burke, once said: YAll that is
necessary for the ftriumph of
evil is  that good men do
nething”, Today, womel, who
stand {0 lose the most in
this programme of motral
decay, are doing little if any-
thing, aboutf it,

For ceénturies women have
fought for certain basic rights
for their sex, particularly the
right to be respected, for the
right to be free individuals
and not the pawns and glaves
of men’s passions Yet, today
they stand to lose those rights
and once again become slaves
— not only to men's passions,
but also to Satan himself
because they seem mno lohger
willing to fight for their right
th be respected,

There is an ancient proverp:
“As the women g0 so goes the
ngtion”, In other words, a
nation ean be no better than
its women, ‘Whenever the
women of & nation let down
theit moral barriers and
sacrifice their moral princi-
nles on & large seale just to

S0 goes

satisfy the passions of men,
then befh men and  women
will become immoral and
pagan, The nafion will be-
come corrupt, may be eursed
by God and subjected to His
just wrath and —  being
weak morally — may become
an essy prey to destruction
from without and within

But whenever the women of
a nation hold fast to their
moral priugiples, in spite of
all efforts to preak them dowi
and seduce them in genersl,
then the men have no choice
but to respect the women —
because they commang and
deserve respect, Both men
and women, then will {lead
befter Iives according to
God’s plams; will he blessed
by Him as individuals and as
o nation will grow sirong
ang free and be able to de-
fend themselves azamst any
enemy,

One of the grealesy wea-
pons that Satan uses to  try
to destroy nations is immo-
rality, You can ordinarily
make men jmmorgl by ap-
pealing to their lusts, parti-
cularly through women ¥ou
can make women immoral
through vanity — yes, vanity
— when all elge will fail,
Though women may not Jike
the example mnevertheless it
iz true. Satan, to bring about
the fall of our frst parents,
Adam and Eve in the Gar-
den of Eden frst appealed
to the vanity of a weman —
Eve, 'Through an act of her
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will, she firsf consented to
even listen to Safan. ‘Then,
she appealed to Adam_  and
Wwas able to entire, lure =6
duce — whatever word you
want to use — him to co-ope-
rate in her sin. As a result,
death, lust sickness and sor.

row were imrn

All through the eenturies,
i hqa ever been thus. Satan
has not changed his tactics,
They have been {00 suceess-
ful  all through the ages
The most effective way (o
destroy mankind is to appeal
first to the vanity of women,
and through them to corrupt
nen,

There are many weapons
capable of destroying morals,
But — make no mistake about
it — one of the most effec-
tive, by far is  women's
clothes; fashions that reveal
much of or call attention to,
the female body,

You see the proof every-
where you go and in all
phases of life. The news stands
are cluttered with many
types of picture “art”, pin-
up, men’s nudist and other
Magazines that are filleq with
phofographs of voung womlmen
angd girls, either half or com-
pletely naked, This porfogra.-
phiec  literature, demoralizes
the youths of a counfry,

Young girls everywhere
eagerly seek out the opportu-
nity of entering wvarious and
sundry “peauty” (?) confests
even though it means parad-
ing around half-naked like a
herd of cattle before the eves
of lustful men  Newspapers,
magazines and TV  stations
devole endless space and time
ta covering beauly contests,
giving the impresion that the
greatest honour that could
befall a girl woulg be to win
one of thess “empty’ titles,
What will these empty titles,
won By S0 many girls  mean
whenn they coie hefore the
Judgment Thrope of Almighty
God? Certainly they won't be
passports to Heaven, and
may end as being passports o
Hell for all eternity, because
of the many mortal sins com-
mitted as a direct result of
their nakedness All this pagan
display and worship of the
flesh’ can only lead fto tragedy

for a country, and for millions
of souls as well,

God, for the
procreation of the human
race, has given to women
the greater physical attrac-
tion and beauty of body and
face. There is nothing ginful
or evil about this, It is a gift
from God, Only the misuse of
theze gifls is sinful

Properly used this beauty
and physical attraction is de-
sighed by God to draw man
and woman togethér in mar-
rigge, for His purposes: (1)
To bring forth children; (2)
to satisfy the desires of coll.
cupiscence and sex in a nor-
al manner; (3) for compa-
nionship beeause man is a
social being, Used in this
way, the beauty and physieal
attraction of woman  will
bring aboui good for all con-
cerned,

continued

Howeyer this beauty and
physical attraction is not
something meant to be put on
public display, as is being
done on such a wide scale
today in the world, This can
actually lead to the destruc.
tion of a nation because of
the many sins committed as
& result of the lust and de-
sire aroused in man

The atom is a gift from God.

Properly use it can provide
lew  sources of light, fuel,
methods for raising bumper
craps, ate. thus benefifing and
biessing mankind It can alse
be used in making weapons
to destroy mankind, The same
is true concerning the physi-
cal attraction and beauty God
has given women
On the other hand & men
v have & much greafer
1d desire or interest
in matters of Sex than
women, There is nothing sin-
ful or evil about this pro-
perly used for God has so
ordained this as part of His
pian to continue humanity,
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Men are guite capable of lie-
coming so occupied with the
oulside world and things of
finance sport, getting ahead
in the world acquiring power,
or fame and fortune for
themselves, that many of
them would never be interest.
ed in marriage if it were not
for this strong sexual desire
God has placed in (hem, This,
loo, must De Properiy can-
trolled, for it can pe tsed
for good or evil.

If it is true that men, gene.
rally, are more mterebtea in
sex than  women then it
logically follows that a man
will often be more interested
in & woman for the sake
of her body than a woman
may be interesteq in the body
of & man; that the bodies of
Wwomen — beecause of their
greater beauty and  physical
atfraction plus the stronger
sexual desire in men — will,
therefore have a greater ap.

peal and aftraction to men
than will be bodies of men ta
women, A woman usually does
not hecome seéxually aroused
at the mere sight of a man's
body; often it may  disgust
her to see it publicly display-
e€d. On the other hand, one
of the things most capable
of argusing & man sexually is
the sight of a female body
be it partially or completely
unclothed,

Many men would like fto
respect woimen but how can
you respect a woman if she
has no  respect for herself
and vuts her body on public
display? Though a woman
mnay not realise it when she
exposes her hody or calls at-
tention to it through immo.
dest fashions, she is inviting
the men who see her to de-
sire and want her body, and
fo join her in sin — as did
Ev the Garden of Para-
dise

If the modern women con-
Linue exposing their bodies as
they do publicly on ztreeis,
in movies, TY shows and in
various fields of Jife the
nations may soon suffer g fate
as tragic as that which hefell -
humanity because of the fall
of our first parents. “As the
women g¢, 50 goes  fhe
nation!"
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rewards

of
food

rationing

‘[N & speech Winsten Chur-
& chill paid a tribute to
M & B who had saved his life
He was referring both to the
well-known drug colled by that
name as well as to his per-
sonal physician, Lord Morab,
and another eminent doctor,
Mr, Bedford, who had helped
him to weather the crises of
serloug illness during World
War Twao,

It may well turn out that
Sri Lanks will overcome the
present food crisis thanks to
the yeoman service rendered
also by an M & B, In this

case the reference is tp Manice
and Bathala, which now enjey
a seller's market and adern the
table both in the home :nd n
restaurants ang hotels,

I wonder whether any of our
Ministers witl have his name
immortalised by being ass
ciated with aay special food
preparation devised to enable
the counfry fo get the pest
value from the prations? Some

vears ago when chillies pere
‘reely imported there was &
that came to be khow
i1 Pettah parlance as “Kotela-
walas”, from thelr fancieq re-
nhlanece tp the unmistaikable
nose of Shr John EKotelawals,

With new kinds of cereals
being tried out in Sri ILanka,
we may find “eora en the coh’”
undergoing a chahge to “corn
on the Kob"” by way of com-
memorating the Ministership of
Agricultyre and Lands of My
Hector Kobbekaduwa, Will it
be as famousasthe sandwich
which pwes it2 name to lUs in-
venter, the Earl of Sandwich?

By H. E. R. ABAYASEKARA
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During Worlg War Two the
Name of a British  Minister
came to be associated with an
geolomy qish thal was i wide
use, even If opmions differed gs
to whether il was appetising or
not, That was the Woolton ple,
It consisted of an amatgam of
potatoes, parsnips and pastry,
Writing in the London “0Ob-
seryer” Normiin Longinfte re-
lates that one woian, who was
a, wartime housewife, stil puz-
zles over the facl that “such
a, wonderful mau could have
given his name to such p dish”,
angd that dnother recalls How
her five year-old son burst info
tears when offered It

However, it was under Lord
Waoolton's givection that Bri-
tain developed a food raton-
ing systemi under wiileh the
health of the mation actualiv
fmproved, Tood rationing —
affecting only bacon, suzar,
butfer and meat at the outset
—was introduced In  Jaauary,
1040, but it was nhot worklng
smoothly and Woolton was
persuaded fo take on the port-
folig of Foog Minister in Aprit
of that yeax,

He dig away with the red

tape mentality ang aimeqg fo
raise morale, It !s sald that at
his first Press conference he
adopted the phrasg “fhe EKii-
chen front” as his pattle ery.
This inspired a nuinber of
advertisements. one of waich
showed a housewlie with an
apron aimimg her rolling-pin
at the enemy, above the cap-
tion, “Shoot straight, lady —
You've got g fighting job on
hand, tooi”
_ The Briton is an !nveterale
tea drinker and one of the most
difffeult tasks of {he Food Min-
istry was to reconcile the na-
tion to a ration of two ounces
of tea p week. Advertisements
urged the eonsunier tgp go wtth-
ouf the fraditional “ene for
the pot” 4s it could save 60
shiploads of Gea Imports a year
Woolton's slogan was "“Go easy
on the {ea”,

The Minislty published g se-
ries of Food Facls gdyertise-
ments in newspapers and
magazines explaining the 1<¢a-
sons  behind the shortages
Food Fiashes at cinempas urged
the cause of “pairiotic eating”,
‘In the radio featuie Ritehen
Frent listeners were gdvised (o
ask for Thelpful leaflets like
“Megls without Meai”, “Mak-
Ing the Most of Milk” and

“Thres Dinners for Beginners"”,

To give a personal fouch
Waolton caused to e placed
over the staff entranpge of
his Ministry the wordsr “We

not ‘therely cope, we Gare‘_"
afid in purguapce  of this
promise  prices were kept

steady with controls linked
to subsidies,

Bread and potatoss  were
nof subjected to ration and
people were toki that pofa-
tops were “a righ store of all-
roung  nourishment”, “Potate
Detetr colfided it e house.
wife that
S ibhe sightl of peelings
Deeply hiirts Lord Woolton's
feelings,”

me with & fwinkle In  his
eye that I might soon find
myself airborne, I was rather
puzzled as to what he meant
and he explained to me that
the sausages had @& high
potate rponlent and  were
much lghter than the pro-
duct witen meatl was more
freely available

On¢ of {the resulfs of
rationing was that the psople

became diet conscious and
learneq wiore of the meaning
of the words “vitamins”,
f'proteins®  “carbohydrates”,
efe, Children and expectant
mothers were aceorded

priervity

A R s e T T IN T TETN

T
B

&
Hs CARERVL pear | ome

o THESE DNNS You

e e s

When tomeatoes and onionz
became searce after the
Channel Islands  were lost,
the British conSumer wag
urged to  eap more carrots,
which were described as
“bright freasures dug from
good British  earth.. , with

their gay ecolour and fine
fayou,"
Qf course, the consumer

was beiter equipped to endure
some of the trials of ration-
ing if he had g sense ‘of
humour, Ralioning was con-
Jtinued for a few years after
fhe war until it was aban-
doned in 1954,

I had a glimpse of this
humour when lunching in a
restamrant in Birmingham in
1847. 1 had ordered sausages
and when I was proceeding
to consumie them, another
pairon at my table warned

gwt RE EATEN!

e
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in allocation  of
!

I
T

rations,  The latéer had a
special green rabion  book,
which entitled them to cheap
or free orange julee and cod.

liver ofl as well as extra
ezgs, cheess, meat and milk,
They wene even given

priority when  queuing for
their railons,

In Sri Lanka the specis-
cular faill in mortalify rates
shortly  affer the war has
beenr attributed to the con-
quest of malaria and fo the
use of & number of pew
drugs for the profection of
health, In Brifain  too, ing
fant and maternal morta-
lity rates had fallen dramati-
cally by the end of the war
and this development was
atlributed to the fact that
more people were beifer fed
under a system of equitable
distribufion.

..
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By B.C. PERERA

Southern

NIXACTLY 100 years ago

- a proposal was made
to eonsiruet a yailway dine
{rom Colombo PForl W
Moratoo (Moratuwa). This
was to be fivst stage of the
Southern  Railway  which
later woilld extend down to
Matara.

According to the first
proposals placed before {he
Colonial Government and
the public announcement
magde in 1873, this line
wolid have cul right
through the present Galle
Face, which is one of the
“Jungs® of the elly of
Colombo.

“The Times of Ceyon” of
Degember 4 1873, making
this announcement said:
‘Tt is the infention {of
the Government), we be-
Heve, to carry the line from
a sbation to be conslructed
in the vacant space ad-
joining Lotus Pond Road,
where DASSENZETS R
gopds from the Forg may
be loaded and whers irains
may run in conkection
with the railway station al
Maradana. From the Fort
Station, the Iine  will
diverge ab the police stalion
on  the Galle Face and
skirb the sea. Meach as fu
as Mount Layinia

The aliernative roule was
throveh the preésent Cinna-
mon Girdens, But this
proposition  was not  ac
ceptable,

When e public learnt
that the CGalle Face wWas
to be cut up by the railway
and when the Governor,
|ir J. R. Longden, announc-
ed that this railway Mine
was “mogt  useful”. there
was a howl of protesis from
all guarbters. The peopless

hefore the

Galle Face; bith care shafll

e taken that frains sghall
not run during the time of

eypning drive”

The public protests went
on  for nmearly ©Wo Yyears,
uniil March 15, 1875, when
“The Times of Cevlon” eame

cut with the happy news,

‘“Galle Face Saved!”. The

report went on to state that

that
nearly

the Governon's s i G

deference o peoople’s
wishies gave general satis-
faction.” After this the

cemstruction workk on  the

present  railway line start-
ed,

Galle Face, evén though
Laken for gu'ar_lted by the

residents; tors & n 4
tourists, is pregnant with
history

Before the turn of the

centfury Colombe W 4 8

piacued with dusb storms

‘both red sand while,” fon

whigl there was no Ye-
tedy. The Galle Face was

the ‘only plaee then for {he

people to have some fresh
alr froe from dust and

ilway

protests rose §0 a high pitell |
when the Governor  wenf
Lisgislative
Councll 4nd #aid: “Incon-
veniencs has been appre-
hended from trains runnineg
s0 mear the road of the

rEVHE {wo sides of the mile

_ post on the Galle-Face

Centre Roag — (Pictures by
8. Shivaraj.)

cut Galle Face in two
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while there they watched
tha “swirling dust clouds
moving  rather like water
spouts, some red and some
white ™ That was also how
Galle Face came 1o  be
known as Coloinbo’'s main
“lung.* People ssmply came
there to breathe!

In 1856 Sivr Henry Waurl
started the construction
work on {he Gillle Pace
Walk and he “reecommend-
ed (t) te his suecessors in
the interests of the ladies
and children of Colombo”

Galle Tace which Wias
snyller known as the South
FEsplanade; eame into the
limelight after Bartholo-
mess Petrus Racket, the
second authority in Colonk-
bo during the ftime of the
Duteh, As (his was the
soitherny land approach Lo
the Duteh forbifiestion of
Colotibo, it was defended
by  two balteries called
Middleburg and Roblerda
at angles to the ramparts

The gate to the [urtress
was further protected from
enemy attack by an  en-
trenehiment. This consisted
of a low earth parape! wall
where infantry could take
shelter and effectively stal
enemy musket-fire.,  The
Duteh called this access 1o
the Horg “Galle Gate".
But since if faced Galle
they subsequently called it
Galle “Faunsse.”

When ihe British came
they appropriated  this
naime for the whole streteh
of land there and eorrupled
it 1o “Galle Faee™

There I8 fdnother land-
ik on the Galle Face
almosl every wvisitor
sses, In 1814 the Brivish
started the consiruction of
the road leading to § h ¢
south and during that yeqr
one mile of road from the
King's Holse (Row Jana
dhipathi Mandiraya) WS
completed, Right in fremt
of the SBamudra Hobtel &
stone block announces: 1
mile from the King's
House"” on one slde and on
the other: “This road
made A 1814

up on the streteh

New roadway
that will
skirt the Green

(')N-E hundred years afier
~ the firsi plan to cons-
Lruet a railway line
througl the Galle Face
Green, work was inaugurat-
ed this Augush on a super-
Nighway th & & cuts
through the northern sec-
tion of the (Galle Face
CGreen.

This will be ithe first
stace of deviating ¢t h e
Gulle Face Cetiire Road. 1t
will run opposite the new
State Assemibly Building,
which 1s proposed to, come
of lamd
where  the Ministry of

" Boeial Services was housed

unfil recently.

Consiruction work was
ceremoniously inaugurated
by DMr. Maithripals Sena-
nayake, Minister of Inrriga
tion, Power and Highwavs

and Mr. Stanley Tilleka-
raine, Speaker of fhe Na-
tional State Assembly.

The main purpose of this
new rcad will be the devia-
tion of 1,200 £t, of the Galle
FFace Centre Road, and 800
ft. of Lower Lake Road. If
will have four traffic lanes
each 12 ft. wide with a
celilre “storage™ sirip 14
tt. wide, which will pro-
vide for traific devintion,
and side walks 10 ff. wide.

In dddition te providing
W frontage for the new
State  Assembly Buildine,,
(work on which has been
shelved) it will continue fivst
sbage of the re-allgnment
of the present Galle Face
Centre Rogd up fo  Galle
Pace Hotel,

Cost of road
RS, 600,000,

projeet:
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HOW m’an:,_:_‘ha-ve seer what wild life men call & “crossed” tusker? Very few indeed.

This “shoi” was taken at very ¢los€ range when this majestic titan of our
jgnglﬁ emergéd from its wild haunts at Yala, Crossed tuskers are very Trare and
ﬁhcﬁ‘{ hea.sts that are so unforfunate as to have their ivory crossed. as in the case of
] e’ one in Ghits 1;1t=tun?._ ars badly handicapped. The malformation of ths growth of the
usis preventz the animal from getfing at tender hranches above its head and from

sprayine itself wit he
K.!:'!(?;i.grrﬂg},ﬁe-" with the water it loves._ (Picinre by staff cameraman. D. ML

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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*—\x ALWANA ang rambutans
£ are sylionymous just as
Ralutara is famous for its
mangosteens.

In the past, Kolite was
known for ifs oranlges and
Nawala for its pineapples. Buf,
while KEotie's orange groves
ang Nawala’s pineapple fields
have gone with the wind, Mal-
waha-grown rambputans still goe
strong.

You may grow rambutan
anywhere under the sun, but
you ean't peat the Malwana
ramputan for its delicious
flavour.

How dig the word rambutan
originate?

In the Malayan Ianguage (¢
means a “man's beard”. It
stems from rambu (meaning
“beard’) ang utan (meaning
“man'),

Botanically, rambutan is
Nephslium Lappaceun It is a
native of Spain. There are
those who tell you thapy the
rambutan plant wag first

prought to our Island shores
by early the Arab traders.

There are others who stick
to the belief that gir Solomon
Dias Bandaranalke's forbears
proucght the plant from Ma-
lava. It is said tc have been
planted in Burulupiliya Estate
irom where the seeds of the
original plants were distributed
{¢ the surrounding villages,

Still others declare that the
famed  Portuzuess Captain-
General De Azvedo introduced
the plaat here from Java, And
De Azvedo. they say, found
Malwana seil ideal. For rambuys-
tans flourish and tiwrive in the
black loam there with plenty
of river water.

To this day, Malwana's ram-
butans are superior fo those
growing in sufrounding villages
like Walgama. Mapitigama or
Kalukondayawa,

How Malwana ftself got Iis
name, apart Ifrom ifs fams,
a8 a rambutan centre, is fas-
cinating,
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Olg-time villagess 11 Mal-
wana and enyirons say thai
prce there was a lovely flower
sarden in  Walgama, where
pezutiful young princesses oi-
ten sojoutned. Having plucked
the scented blossoms, they
would climb s granite rock
nearhy, named Hiyubangala.

From this eminence, ine
princesses droppeq the ilowers
on to the swirling, whirling
walers below.

These flowers floateg all the
way down ths river through
the Pahura Oya aad ultimately
made their way to the Kel-
ani Ganga, where the walers
met. and there & beautiful gar-
lang of flowers was formed,
called Malwanag ("mal" for
flowerz in Sinhala).

Malwana is a guiet ¥village
in the Dompe electorate. It
was the hisforic site where the
Poriuguese signed the Convell-
tion of Malwana, and this gelf-
sdme venue today {8 trans-
formed into one Vvast grove of
rambutans.



‘ligest’ Crossword N°

THE RULES

# The Masier Ceupon
appearing on nexi page
must aceompany all entries
sent on cuttings of the
X'word made from "The
Times of Ceylen”, The num-
ber of entries sent musi be
aoteg in the space provid-
ed.

¥ Eniry Orosswords appear
in “The Times of Ceylon”
Gaily., Apy number of Entry
Crosswerds may  be sent
provided that ithey are seni
logether with a Master Cou-
pon, There is no entry fes.

%+ Address all entries {o:
“The Times Digest” Cross-
word, No, &8 P 0, Box Ne.
146, Colombo,

4 The closing date fop en-
tries is November 20, 1075
# The prize of Bs. 5000 will
be divided among all senders
of the corvect selution,

# The names of ihe winners
will be published in “The
Times Digest” of Deesmber.
% The seleclion will be made
on a majorily decision by a
panel comprising the Edi-
tor, “The Times of Ceylon”
and “The Sunday Times”"
the Editor, “The Ceylon
Daily Mirror” the Editor
ths “Lankadipa” and the
Assistant Editor-Features
Editor of “The Times of
Ceylon” ang “The Sunday
Times »

# In the wevent of there
being ne all-correct solutions,
ithe prize toney will be
carried over, which means
thag the prize money for
the mext Crossword will be
RBs, 10,000.

% The Editor's decision is
final Ne correspondesnce
will be eniertained,

#% Employees of the Times
Group of Newspapers and
members of their families
are debarred from taking
part in this competition.

3

s 3000

st be thon!

<4 B

>
9 i \2
i o
1% i
5 16
7 I8
{9 20 |24 22
4.
25 26
CLUESTS won en the tennis couris
ACROSS: {(SEYR, BETS).
(2) Seezer after truth can’t (2%) Abaove,
scmetimes do without DO WN
this ——— (GAB, (1) A person with a stifi
LAE), upper lip should not
(4) Den are prone to be Taise a (SQUEAL,
arousad by —— SQUALL).
(BUST, LUST). (2) A is  useful in
(6) Note of octave, time of need. (GIFT,
(8) A pecr actor may make LIFT).
ciher performers {3) Generally. girls prefer
{(FLAP, TLOP). a wan (BLAND,
{9) Some modern girls are BLOND)
——— (PERT, TART). (5) Newadays one tends to
(103} Top bid. lpok down on one whe
(11} During a hard spell of is a (SQUIRE,
work one may think SQUARE).
longingly of a 1) Fit.
(FAG, FAN, FIG), (11) Tree
{13} Ehert read, {12) Often n -~ can pe
(14) Name (Abbr), infuriating (GAG.
(1) Another mame (Abbr). NAG),
(18) Moo=t vendors arg—— f15) Not a viliage.
(HCARSE, COARSE). {16) Toothed wheels,
(13} Enough. {17) Linked with sweetness
(20) Esszential in  batile (BEET, BEES).
(ARMY, ARMS). (18) Et is usuvally easy io
(23] Article, e dull  people
{24) Skill (COAX, HOAX).
(25) eoiild goad a man (21) Right {Abbr).
inte a frenzy (TAX, {22} Japansse coin (YEN,
BSEXD). SEN).
{28) - are somefimes (24) Preposition.
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T. WENTY-seven - year-

eld Mr. Reginald
Benjamin of 87/1, Panni-
pitiya Road, Battaramul-
ia, is the winner of the
prize of Rs. 5,000 in last
monih's “The Times Dig-

est” Cressword No. 2.

Mr, Benjamin_ who was
educa‘ed at St. Anthony's
a
computer systems an-
alyst, is a crossword fam
and his lucky entry was
one amang 64 enilyvies

College, Kandy, angd is

which he submitfed.

“The Sunday Times”,
be caid, “ig the only Sun-
day paper with 2a cress-
werd and other puzzies
and I work these regu-
larly so the ‘Digest’
Crossword was not all

that difficult for me.”

Ceorrespondence and ﬁiﬁ, REGINALD BENJAMIN (right) receiving his chegue

freelance journalism are
among NMr. Benjamins

recreations. He is the or-

ganiter of a pen-pal club N SSRERRE
“The Swingers”
and he has contributed
verse and prose fo the

called

“Ceylon Daily Mirror.”

‘TIMES DIGEST'
CROASWORD NO. 2

THE SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1. Agility 6.

for Rs, 5,000 from Mr. H. E, R, Abarasekara,_ Editor of
“The Times ef Ceylon” and “The Sunday Times?,

SRR L SR

SASIRREAND RN SRNAES

Master Coupon Neo. 3

7 DCANLES. (i IR ea e i) o 1y v e e S e T L

Noel 8 Passive 10. We {1. 7 ADDRESS. ... oo s

Rat 12. Wit 13. MS 14, Ap #

18 me. 19 Ah 19, It 20, :

TOn‘ ......
DOWN: 1. Ince’t 3. In- . o .

vites . Toe 5. 5e 7. Liooks > No. of entries (in words),.........,

8. Puz 9. SW 12. Wogs 14,

»t 15: Bat 18, Ho.

AN

AN AR
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P robles

“HE Governinent's package

proposals for tiding over
the current economic and
food erisis have ne doubt pro-
vided ample aminunition for
the Opposition parties to fire
al the United Front,

These economic measures
were eertainly well intended,
naving an eye on the econo-
e rejuvenation of {he coun-
iy and not on {be hallot, as
has been the ease with all
Successive governimonts sinee
independence,

The Prime WMinister NELS:
[Sirimave Ba'ﬂaala&xaxke ard
Ner Cabinet colleagues were
oot unumindful of the hard-
;hlpn theze measures 'nﬂu"
inflict on the vast mass  of
the people

Yet it "redounds fo the
credit of the TUnited Front
leaders that they had even
for a momeng stoppsd play-
ing politics in an honest gnd
sincere aftempt to salyage
the nalion frem its p-esent
economic plight,

The Minister of
Dr N. M, Perera, who has
inei dentally bﬂen the most
abused and attacked man in
recent days, continues o
speak with conviction, He is
more than certain that these
far_reaching measures  will
in the not too  distant
future set the country on the
corréct road to economic re-
covery,

“Even after our deaths
those who curse us today will
Kiss our graves” was the acid
comment of some of those
Mnisters who in the past
bave been the most vocifer-
ous in deerying and condem-
ning any moves to  “touch”
the rice subsidy,

The Oppczition—the Unit-
ed WNafional Party in particu-
lar—appears to be impatient
and feels the tlme is more
than ripe for it to mobilise

Finance.

dreainers,

By E.P. DESILVA

masy obposition to the UF
Government,

The UNPers belleve that it
is @igw in a strons position
to muster adeguate stréngth
and forces to have thess
“harsh” meagsures with-
drawn or modilied or in the
alternative to ferce the Gov-
ernment o resign

These anti-Government
celements are 19 doubt
dieaming of the events that
tgok place in the Thartal of
1953, when a Primne Minister
of the day quit office by
“touching™ Tite d
drastic manmner.

We do not wish to pe poli-
tical soothsayers mnor do we

wish fo comment on these
probable dreams of the
At this stage we

can only commeng the Gov-
erliment for having adopted
& realistic atlitude towards
the subsidies—subsidies waich

all these long years had been
& millstone round the neck
of our nation

The oganised working
class in the urban aress have
not  deserted the United
Front but the Government

must be caufioned that even
a disciplined and loval work-
er will not be tolerant all
the while,

The Government's eall for
sacrifice has been well heed.
ed and it Is now left for
some of our VIPs to give up
their ostentatious living, We
regrét to note that some of
those whe matlier cuite a lof
in polities and are deeply
involved in the austerity poli-
cles stil persist in continuing
the luxury lives they were
used to or adopieg affer the
recent politieal changes
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at takes
priority

over
olitics

The Opposition's satyagrahs
cannot be comnpletely ienor-
ed, Whatever reservations
ong may have cn the susiect
there i no doubt that the
Opposition parties are entitl-
ed to voice their protests
thirough means wiilch  are
wedded to democratic poli
ciezs and actions,

The Governinent ghoula
teke stock of its  activities
and also take notice of the
Opposition’s grilm warnillg as
far as these relate to the
discontenf angd frustration
that s now seeping through
to every strata of society,

15

Colombo North

by-election

The United National Party
romped home in the Colombo
Notth by-€lection by an over-
whelmitg majority.

Only a fool could have ex-
pected the Lanks Samsa
Samaja Party o win this
seat or give a Beffer fight

It would net he far wrong
to state that never had =&
Govern:nent been called upon
to fape an election or a by-
election after it had been
compelled by ecitcumstances to
impose megsures as ausiere gs
this government bhad o in-
troduce,



14

The satyagraha

The Opposition should he
commended for the wvery
peaceful manner in which the
satyagraha was Sstaged on
October 19,

Buf the Opposition ieaders
must not reiuse to understand
thav podical exercises of this
pnature are fraught with grave |
daongers for the simpie reason |
fhay there is always a cowerie
of persons ever waiking to fish
in wroupied waters.

With the re-entry of Mr. R.
Premadasa into  the Une
hierarchy, it looks pretty
gbvious that there has heen
some re-thinking on the part
af its policy-makers.

They seem to have now
Jettlsoneq the idea ol streteh. |
ing opt the hand of “respon- - |
Sive co-operation” to the |
United pront Government.

The United National Parly
Das succeeded guring {he past
[eW weeks in attracting large
crowds for its propaganda ral-
liles and undoubtedly ar
Pramadasa gontinues to be the
star aftraction at these mee -
ings,

TEL i .
The Tamils

It is & pity that peither the
Goverimeant nor the accre-
dited representatives of the
Tamil people have yet been abie
to make a break-through in any
efforts aimed at  having a
round table conference to ran
oug their differences

We are aware thaf certam
elements are opposed to any
settlement being effected bpe-
tween the Government and
the Tamil people on these pro-
blems which confinge to agi-
tate the latter.

Whether cne likes it or nov, |
it must be conceded that ne

negotiations coulg he fraitful Kleen cleans better, faster. Does
without the Federal Party 4 = S
belng present at these talks | not affect yvour hands. Gives a smile
8ng it i8 to be hoped that | :

those Who advise the Govern- to vour pots and pans. Available at

ment on this subject would

not seek to ignore this fact
We must; stress that parlour

discussiong between individuals

would only teng to make offi- Wholesale enquiries to
claj discussions both cumber-

a5 @ CEYLON TOURS LTD
Da far petler for these well- | : ' o

meaning gentlemen to  keep CrERTS }
aloof until the Government or PARSONS RD., COLOMBO
the represenfatives of the |
Tamils make officlal moves to |
talk things out.

all stores.
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THE war in the Mid-
A dle East may end,
but the tensions in this
unfortunate land mass
floating on a sea of fuel
will keep mounting as
long as the Super Powers
keep adding their fire o
this fuel

ig ecomtext, the bigh-
moves by Kosygin
inpger Were welcom.
& h sigh of relisf by &
long-sufferivg world which
has in major part been af
fected by the Arab-Jsraell
confiagration,

Tbe :.mv,{e?muam to the lat
o G l]ﬂi_‘\ [

shotz and this

by *hc shack
t me Israelis sul-
fered in the first 24 hours
_the guickest time that Israel
needs to effect full mobhilisa-
tlon

The war itself see_sawed
for the firsg few days and
ihe reports of planes dowied
and tanks destroyed emana-
ting from both sides were so
fantastic that if they were to
be Dbelieved the Arabs must
have had g military machine
mightier than that of Rus-
sia and the Israells one equal-
ling that <«f the United
States, :

That the Bgypbians crossed
the Suez Camal on to.the
Tast Bank no one could
deny—and that must Thave
heert o moment of great joy
for them, to be back on their
Sinai territory after 1867.

Bun how far in o this gtim
desert they menewrated and
now much of the Israell Bar
Ley Line thisy made ineffec-
tive will remain only rumout
HIl the dust of war getiles and
official records become pubilc

On the Golan Heights, oo,

the Syrian surp: SWoo)
srined iInitisl sUCCESE Ul
ihere again the extent of
‘m i Israeli-held terri
VRSN

war gol on Lo 1S
fifth day, one could discerst a
pattern tnm Istaeli tacudes,
While the ariel hattles went
on, the greund fol seemed

By A.FELICIAN
FERNANDO

0 concentrate cn pushing the
Egyptians baek to the Canal
and holding them there, In
fact, the task force that cross-
ed the the West Bank musl
have had as ifs primary ob-
ject fthe cutting off of supply
lines racher mat the gain
ing of mew territory.

On the northern front
however, Isracll tacties appear-
ed  differeni, There, they
went all out to smash the
Syrians and made Damascus.
fhe capital of Sywia, their
goal, mot 50 mush as to gain
more land as to  give the
createst possible psychological
shock to the Syrians humili-
ate their homeland and use
the fact as a  big stick in
future bargaining.

At the time of writing
(Oct, 21) & BBC corr-spoiident
reported that artillery fire
oould be heard from the city
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K waters

centre of Damaseus and the
geople appeared beleagured,

One grim aspect of the war
was its effect gn il — ang ‘he
use of oil by the Arab states
as the uitimate weapon against
the Israeljs

Saudl Arahiz announced cul-
ting off of oil suppies to the
Uniteg gilates and the Gulf
Staies iold oil consumers (hat
they were reducing supplies
by fem per cent,

To a world ylready faeing
an energy erisis these cul-
backs and the consequent price
rises coulg prove ex remely se-
rions and ‘to amall. develop-
ing nations like Sri Lanka,
sepnomically ruinous,

THE FALL OF SFIRO

What a fall there was! The
man who held the Vice-Presi-
dency of the most powerful
nation on earth to be convict-
ed of fraud and be given a
suspended jail sentelice and a
hiige fine!

That was the fate of Spiro
Agnew, Nixon's second-in-
command and the second most
powerful man in the United
States,

episodes that
led to Agnew’s downfall are
shameful in themselves —
corruption, income fax eva-
sion ete, — the fact that he
was forced to resign his Vice-
Presidency and face a court
which convicted him without
fear speaks volumes for the
inherent strength of the Ame-
riean Constitulon and the
broad impartiality of its sys-
tem of tustice,

Though the
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A one-time Secretary to ithe

fun

I CANNOT remember the

€xac, year and day, It
must have been somep day
belween the years 1928 ani
1932 because that was the
fime durng which I was a
student a, Lincoln's Inn
and Unlyersiy Collegs,
L ndon, theush lectures
had also to be attended at
King's Coliege gand the
London  School of Econo-
mics.

The “rag” which Had
been  planned by about
twenty-five smdents of all
three cdleges was qulte a
different affalr from the
TOWAY performanlces which
appear to take place at
the commencement of each
accademic year at our local
campuses, THere was no in-
decorum  or  misbehaviour
No. physies]l viclence was
used on  anybody, there
were no flags and shouting.

Although there was gin,
beer and whisky aplenty,

no one who was aversg to

. _Wag foreed fo take s
rink. It was all varried
L quite openly in t h e
t of the pubic ang
T ¥ & Yonden bobby
about one hour af.er mid-
nizht.

o+

Situated a few hundred
yards Irom Gower Street.
from which ohe enters -
VETsily Clollege, was one of
the bigzest depar ment
furniure stores in London,
Qecupying a large extent of
land either in Kingsway or
in Toltenham Court Road

At thls distance of time
I am unable o fix e
street with certainty, Its
gnirance stood where g
side road me: one of the
iwo roads mentioned above

© and consisted of 12 large

semi-circular vestibule near-
ly twenty-five feet in dia~
meter. In the centre of
the vestibule stood a
beautiful statue in marble
of a lady. The lady was
standing  with onps leg
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Cabinet recallg

By B.P. PIERIS

dlightly raised, one hand
above her head in the
motion of a danes, The
whele was mouned on  a
high citeular plinth, the
statue and plin.h heing, 1
lieyp, in one piece. Tihe
who.e fthing was so large
and heavy nh@; it required
over twenfy strollg men to
lift, it

Now the ‘rag' was this —
‘0o move the plinh g n d
stabue secretly from whers
it stocd to the entrance of
snobher large depar ment
store  in the Kensinaton
ares  some three or four
miles away, and there piace
it In such a position as to
make it appear to the pub-
¢ the next day that the
statue was part of the de-
corative scheme of the
Kensington store.

There was one very -
portant condition lajd down
by the planners, w h o
numbered about twenty-
five: Not  the glighesh



serateh was to be made on
the statue during its move,
In short, the sucecess of the
“rag” depended on the
statue mnot being damaged
in the slightest way during
ity transport.

Now the planning body
gol. to work, The “rag” was
going to be expensive and
the planners salone could
not bear tlhie expense. Over
one hundred students who
were sympathetic were
sounded confidentially and
hound (0 secrecy. Among
these, the subseription
list was ¢ireulated and
the estimate prepared by
the planners was quickly
fully subscribed but { h e
seerel was well kept.

Everyone in. . the know
anziously awalted D day
for nieh!, rather), which
was the night of the Ox-
ford-Cambridee Boagt  Race
About thirty studenis were
on the active list,  The
- others were sympathizers
who pretented to be casual
loiterers on  Boat Race
night. For all lo have
collected in a crowd would
have given the show away.

Came the great day. The
Tace was rowed and wom,
Nobody, except those in
the two  universities con-
cerned eared by whom, but
everyone was in the [ive-
liest of . spirits, Public
houses were crowded ané
flowing with [oeer. Fven
the much: feared and res-
pected  Tondon policeman
looked the other way at
some violatiom of the law
of which, were it some

other day, he would Thave
taken notice. A

It was a little after mid-
nlght when good humour,
high  spirifs, mrerTiment
and hilarity were in the
air. Three or four drunks
accosted the sole night
watchmen of the premises
whete the statue was. This
otficial was on his rounds
and was found on the side
street and greeted by one
of the drunks with “Hello
there- A egreat victory —
what? Joln us in @ tob and
celebrate a - grand race
What hot” And the ofd boy
saying, “A great victory, in-
deed, siT, And a ehilly
night tco. AL, thank ye
sir, thank ye. Ah noi so
much buf thank ye all the

- same," &8 a snotter of neat

whisky was handed 10
him,

He gulped it dowmn,
handed the glass back and
was rubbing his hands to
take the chill off when a
second snorter was put in-
to his hands, Many more
“Thank ve’s” and the two
drinks had become about
elght, with the drunks
pressing the old boy with
"Great day — what? Have
spnoiber” when the old boy
collapsed and ‘was shoring
fast asleep. They put the
body away in a dark alley
away {from the draught
and the public gnd covered
% with a Wlanket. = The
drunks were the ringleaders
in the rag,

Now starfed Stage Two,
On 4 pre-arranged signal, a
low-floored wan like those
Jdsed to carry pianos,  re-
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frigerators and dead horses
darrived with agbout twenty-
five workmen inside, They
were dressed In  workmen's
overalls and appeared (o
be under the command of
a foreman. The driver of
the van was similarly dress-
od,

‘Orders were shouted In
the midgh of a gathering
curious crowd of onlookers
and the statue and plinth
were very carefully carried
and placed inside the yan
without any damage hbeing
taused. The onlookers ap-
parently saw
gual in transporting the
statuie at a time when there
was little traffic about. The
van drove off under the
watehful eves of a police-
man and the onlookers and

deposited the statue un-
damaged af its approved
destination.

The next day, the publlc
to whom the statue was
tamiliar realised that @&
hoax had been tried an
them and the store, and
Wwere not surprised to find
that the department wvan
itself had been sent early
n the moming to feteh the
statue and plinth and place
them where they were
before. 1t is neediess for
me to say that all the
workmen and  the driver
and foreman in the out-
ward wvan were uRiversity
students.

And so ended what, to
all conecerned was a very
suecessiul varsity Tag.
“Rag'’ In university slang
means & practical joke.

he was,

had a brother)

Brotherly love

\. YOUNG bachelor who was enamaured of
regulorly gt @ bus halt finally mustered enough courdge to speak to her.

delight she did not rebuff him and he jelt that Cupid’s arrow hed jound its mark.

While this pleasant episode was being

broad! smile of greeting, spoke io the young woman “and then asked the young man who

Thinking thal the imiruder was either an-ofice mate or a casual acquuintance the
young man told him that he wds the young
into a frown He stood as if rooted to the gro und and then sqid: “My dear brother, I am
happy to meet you, The only thing tnat both ers me is why my parents had not told me I

Ezit the young man in confuston,

4 pretty young woman whom he used to see

enacved, @ man  approached them with «

woman's brother, The man's smile

To his

tumed

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

nothing unu-/



18

Between the Lines

Skeleton
in the
cupboard

()NE' of the most  success-
ful filmg of Alfred Hit-
cheock, it may Dbe recalled,
was  “The Trouble with
Harry”, based on the book by
Jack Trevor Story — a master-
ly mixture of the macabre
and off-beat humour that was
an obvious choice for the
maestro of the macabre.

Briefly, it was all about
the trouble caused by a corpse
named Harry which had a dis-
concerting habit of bobbing
up &t odd places despite all
the frenzied efforts by the
person responsible for Harry
becoming a corpse to keep the
fact hidden by keeping Harry
hidden.

In one of his subseguent
works Mr, Story, who has a
flair for that sort of thing,
made the corpse spend the
night in a hotel room as a
non-paying guest. There is,
of course, no better place for
a hody than a bed — though
one would, naturally, prefer a

live one on it. Be that as it miy

this particular corpse made
its appearance in a work of
fiction about twelve years ago.

Now, last month, the truth
of the ancient adage that

truth is stranger than fiction |

was once again demonstrated,
For in a small apartment in
East London a man was dis-
covered dead in bed — or,
rather, his skeleton was dis-
covered, for he had been
Iying there dead for ten years.

The police belief,  we are

. who the man

told, is that the man had died
of natural causes, That makes
it all the more horrible for
it was an unnatural way for
a human being to be allowed
to pass away, We do not know
was, but evi-
dently he was poor. And one
day, ten years =ago, he was
taken ill in that little room in
that small aparfment, We do
not know what the “natural
causes’ were hut the most
merciful view we can take is
that he had 4 sudden and
fatal heart attack. That would

By
D. S.C. KURUPPU

have been most merciful for
him, too,

But what if it Ihad been
some other ‘“natural cause”?
Surely then he would have
called for help from the other
tenants in  fthat teeming
tenement Did anyone hear his
cries and summon a doctor?
Apparently nof. And so he
lay on his bed, too weak
to leave it, and awaited death.
Death was his only caller
Until last month, ten years
later, when a new tenant went
upstairs to investigate a water
leak and came upon the skele-
ton on the bed.

Here, in cold fact, is more
horror than ‘Hitcheock him-
self could have produced, The
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discoyery of human skeletons,
is, unfortunately, not uncom-
mon, Battle-lines and bombed
areas yield their
of ‘bones in time, Or
a man may die and wither
away in some remote, isolat-
ed dwelling and his remains
may not be discovered for
vears, And in the solitude of
jungles men have been the
victims of wild animals and

of fellow-men turned heasts,

ang only their bones have
been found. Buf that a human
being could have been left to
rot away in  the heart of a
great city is monstrous,

It is not merely monstrous
but also a shame and a stig-
ma on London and all that
she stands for in the clyilis-
ed world, If is a shame on her
society for even in the wilds
a man may counf on succour
from his neighbour in times
of need Generally, there is a
bond between the poor, and
the poorer a man is the surer
he iz of a helping hand from
friends and neighbours as
poor @g O even poorer than
he.

For the poor are rich in
their humanity, It is some-
thing which those apartment
dwellers in East London lack-
ed, The apathy they have dis-
played is appalling. When
that skeleton in Lordon was
discovered there was also dis-
closed a skeleton in Lendon's,
cuphoard The skeleton of in-
humanity,

harvest
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Lake — it

- could he
the Venice
of Colomho

-

F‘-EW people realise that the
Dbresent City of Colombo

swamp, There was also ano-
ther sirip of high land

marshy land %o  separate
themselves from the rest of
the Island, The canal started

marshy stretch of 314 leagues
with the waters from the

ed from the Beira Lake
there were parts like the
Hulftsdorp area jutting out

A similar island on a very

d was builb on fhe Beira Lake from the sea on the north of it. One such island was at
5t and that land before the and ended In the sea at Slave Island, which was used
% “ i ?n 3 Galle Pace  The road that Lo house the slavez of the
& lake was constructed was al runs alongside this eanal en Dutch at night., One slave
i uninhabitable marsh, the west, still exists and is had murdered an  entire
5 At the start, the only habil known as Lotus Road, Dutch family in whose house-
¢ table strip of land was bet- The Dutch also buily their ~ J0Id e  had worked and
f ween  the present General fortifications and  their first D ttO S e
E Post Office and  the Central step was to defend their set- cu-rret SO o %l:-s g}r&cautmg
: Telegraph ~ Office Beyond tlement from the Sinhala Ef;: #g:n ca.r'}ne hew b‘iw}l;]noa;rln
5, th T ] i ; 2 &

: hat, up fo Kotte was a kings by flooding the entire as Slave Tsland.

1

]

stretehing from the harbour
— the areas now covered by
Hulffsdorp, Wuolfendhal and
St. Sebastian,

Frem early days seafarers
cime to Sri Lanka attracted
by her produce The Arabs
came to trade for pearls
peacock feathers gems, car-
damoms, ivory ebony and
elephants, The Arab settle-
menfs have been traced to
Bankshall Street and the
Moors of today are the des-
cendants of these Arabs

The Rev. Fr. Fernae de
Queyrez called this city
“Columbo? Thiz spelling
was accepted by Robert Knox,
who was here in the  1Tth
century, The Porfuguese
Dulch Genmans, French and
Enzlish, who came later pre.
ferred to spell it as “Col-
ombo',

At first,  the Portuguese
made their position secure by
cutling a canal across the

Kelani River, This beautiful
ornamental lake of the past
extended up %o Kotte cover-
ing all thgt area on which
Maradana and Cinnamon Gar.
dens now stand, This lake
had two entrances to the sea

says JULIAN
SENANAYAKE

one at Kayman's Gate and
the other, as stateg earlier,
at the Galle Face Green,

The areas reclaimed in
Cinnamon Gardens were plan-

ted with cinnamon and the -

British  bought cinnamon,
from the cultivatore at 5d,
a pound and sold it in their
own counfry and in Europe
for 10 shillings a pound,

Before the land was reclaim-
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smail geale, still exists oppo-
site the Colombo Commercial
Co, building in Slave Tsland,

Good uga could be made of
this beautiful lake in col-
ombo, or what now remains
of it, Gondolas could be in-
trodueed, poating ang swim-
ming could be allowed, which
could be an added tourist at-
traction, For this purpose the
lake will have to be dredged
and the water purified, Ve_
nice, Rotterdam, Amsterdam
and The Hague could be our
blueprint_ with -their water_
ways in towns
The beauty of the Beira Lake
could be restored, Moonlight
boating and swimming will
become popular and the:
grandeur of these waters
could be made to relive, Once
the beauty of the placid
waters of the Beira Lake is
restored, this area could,
once again become an orna-
ment to the City of Colombo.
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Sovya beans turned
into steaks and
slices of chicken

DENMARKS reputation as
an agricultural nation, gell-
ing bacon and other animal-
pased foods to the world, 1is
well established, It is perhaps
not so widely realised however,
that Denmark also exports
“meat” made of soya-bean
fibres,

It is manufactured by de
Saf, @ company owned by the
Seventh-day Adventists and
located at Bjaeverskoy  near
Koge, De Baf exports, for
example, many tons of saus-
ages every year to the Federal
Republic of Germany — all
made of nutritious soya-bean
fihre.

Company technologists have
visited the United States 1o
study the Ilatest vegetarian-
tood processes, and de Saf Is
at present the only European
manufacturer able to  supply
vegetable-based sausages,

The Seventh-day Adventists
operate factories throughout
the world producing canned.
trogen and other categories of
vegetarian foods. Each factory
serves a specific geographical
area,

The factory in Denmark was
set up primarily fo supply the
country’s 4,000 Adventists with
vegetable foodstuffs and also

to serve these products to the .

regt of the Scandinavian mar-
ket which extends not only to
Adventists and other religious
sects but also to many others
who, for various reasons, wish
to observe a fleshless diet
De Saf is under contract to
supply vegetable foods to Den-
mark, Norway, Sweden and
Pinland but its products are
popular in many other coun-

tries, for example, the UK.
and also in a number of Afri-
can countries.

The factory at Bjaeverskov
is considered such @ model of
its type that it 18 frequently
guested by food producers on
study tours, Recently a group
of forty food experts from all
over the world toured the fac-
tory and saw with considerable
interest sova-bean fibres beinZ
fransformed into “pork"’,
«yeal”, “chicken meat” and
awiener sausages”, The latest
produet, to be developed by the
company is deep-dried “chi-
cken” glices in cans, which the
housewife merely has to furn
in a hot frying-pan,

De Saf (abbreviateq from
“Den sanitaere fodevarefa-
brik” or The Sanitary Food
Factory) manufactures aboub
thirty different products, most-
ly canned. For example, there
are cutlets and goulash In
cans, But there is also a wide
variety of deep-frozen foods,
and a margarine (Nutana)
which s 100 per cent yegetable
in origin slnce it does nob
contain dried milk.

Most of the products manu-
factured by de Saf are lacto-
vegetable, 1e, they contain
milk in some form  But to
cater for customers who are
unable to eat milk or who in-
sist on & 100 per cent vezeta-
rian diet the factory produces
its margarine without milk.

“Meat’ made ©f soya-bean
fibre provides as much protein
ag animal flesh but contains
fewer calories and a high con-
tent of poly-unsaturated fatty
aclds which can help to coun-
teraot hardening  arteries—
{(“Denmark Review”).

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

¥ " ISIBLE and
was the name and the
theme of an exhibit at

invisible”

Stockholm’'s Musenm of
Modern Art, in which the
worlad’'s scientists from
California to Australia shewed
the micro and macrocosms,
from a speck of dust to a
galaxy, wusing radio, heat,
X._rays and other new techni-
ques.

Perhaps mest breath-taking
of all was this picture (right)
which reveals, for the first
time, the moment of fertijiza-
tion with a human sperm
plunging head-on into the zona
pelucida of a human egg, io
light the magic fire of a new
being,

Taken at South Hospital in
Stockholm by the photographic
researcher Lenmart Nilsson it
is one of a serics on the
penetration and absorption of
the egg by the sperm—a pro-
cess never before seem

The follicular egg is taken
from the woman one day before
ovulation and held for 25
hours in an incubator in &
medinm of mucous secretion
from the Fallopian tube, which
keeps it alive, The sperm are
kept for three to four hours in
secretions from ghe cervix and
uterus of the same woman
before they are capable of
penerating the egg.

Taken with a Japanese Jeol
scanning electron microscope,
using a fechmique worked out

by Drs. Grels Naslund at the

Anatomical Institution of the
University of Uppsala and
Jan Lindberg at the Forensic
Department  of Karolinska
Institute, the picture enlarges
the subject 40,000 times (and
allows a depth of feld up to
500 times greater and a resolu-
tion 40 times greater than
with a Iight microscope). —
{(“Sweden Now’).
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That the land

complete this work within the
year.

Hach ' stream and path was
measured as far as it was
prudent to proceed Oftcn Lhe
last stages of the return jour-
ney to the camp were made

; @ by the lighlt of torches and
: honhres.
: mu Sml Une morning as they com-
; meneced work, Kamelis com-
plained of a headache, Kara-
] nelis manned  the back pole
| station, keeping a lonely yigil
| until the furling up of the
| white umbrella, in fhe #is-
' lance, gave him permission to
= hasten forward “to jein the
receding party,
@ They left him to rest under
| the cool shade of a Rumbuk
tree. When they returned at
: noon, he was much Wworse.
Back in the camp. ke had to
be held down by three men.
mu ros E'r His face was contorted, and as
f the spells of seizure came on
= he seemed to possess  the
strength =f ten men,
It took Ibree days to get
“‘E\?E‘NTY-‘IN& years 4go Veddahs, the aboriginal inha- down the kattadiya frors the
the guickest and the pitants of the Island for near- nearest yillage. He brought all
cheapest journey from Colom- ly two thousand five hundred his equipmaent with him. The
bo to Ka_,lkudah was by the _ years night-long incantation rulmi-
s.s. Lady Havelock which And into this area, the first nated in Karnelis sgringing
touched at Galle and Ham- survey party were to penetrate, up from his mat, and geoing
bantota, and reached Kalku- gradually mapping each square mto a frenzied danee his
dah in three days. mile as they moved onwards, head twirting round his neck,
One January evening, six until in the fulness of time; at an unpehievable speed,
young men climbed on board they succeeded in Taving bare AT am Mahasona...... I hHe
and occupied themselves in all its age-old secrets, shrieked "I am hers to ptish
identifying the items of assor- The travellers ‘gnd their the one who ate wild b.ar,
ted baggage which were being baggage were rowed ashore, beneath my ftree”. The Fkat-
hoisted on fo the deck. and safely deposited on the tadiya enfreated for tneurly
The compact ca?gas-co'ggr— Kalkudah heach They walked an hour, A‘ last the promise
ed packages and e stout
wooden boxes each made up to
a carrier's headweight, and the P TRICK W FERN ANDO
long bundles of tent.poltés A i
w ed ¢ st 4 sts i s
e g‘;egiﬁﬁ %ﬁﬁg’“&;ﬂf o continues the saga of the map-makers of Sri Lanka
the travellers made themselves
comfortable below, - 3 g
The ship sailed at midnight, to Batticaloa the next day, was given that Mabhasona
The first survey of the Bin- arriving there in the after- would ]ﬁgﬁe_t§ﬁdden-iy Kar-
tenne wilderness was on noon, nelis rus at tbe large bas-
te'I*‘ne Bintenne wilds extend- ket of f;owers kept na Lh_e
ed from the Batticaloa-Kal- It-was time to separate makeshift altar, and buried his
- kudah sea front southwest- from this point, after whieh fave deep in it, 'When he
wards up to the Mahaweli each surveyor would be on his raispd his head, he was quite
river for many malaria-ridden own. Each, together with his normal, but every single flower
miles. twenty-five men, would enter in the basket had been eater.
No maps existed, of this part the jungle at separate points, By this tume, the camp ‘tiud
of the country; folk-tales of ‘and work his way southwest. been-shifteq thrice, They had
improbable treasuret ro ves wards until the right bank of pr_oceeged more than twerniy
guarded by selected demons the Mahaweli River was reach- miles in to the forest, More
and stories of the ferocity of ed Thence it wonld be a fair. than half the party had ail-
the wild animals inhabiting ly easy way to civilisation, ready fallen sick, and lived o™
the forests, kept out many along the bank, up 1o the doges of guinine. ‘ :
who would venture in. ferry acrosg the Mahaweli at In front, lay a wide strip
This was the country of the Alutnuwera. Thevy hoped to of parkland They would en-
|
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

T ——  ——————————————————————— e




the

was
Vas
Lhe
1r-
de

i~
-
A
e
xi)

B A i - B @ S

it by next day. and it
wolld be a welcome change
to tread the cool clean mea-
dows, which might have bheen
'n inuous stretches of paddy

fields in the ancient times
w "m the old kings lived,

That evening, the next sur-
vevor blundered into the CAIND
He was in g pitiful  state.
his face and hands scratched
and blesding, puttees torn and
hzalf his shirt ripped away,
aad been guided by the “hoos'
of the head labourer calling
to his mates. This surveyor
and his men had been working
some miles to the north when
an elephant had come upon
them. Leaving the calf with
the mother, the father ele-
pnant, had promptly charged

the men. The surveyor and
another fleq in the same
direction,

The next moment the sur-
veyor had tripped and fallen
On came  the enraged ele_
phant, trumpeting furiously,
The surveyor felt mo fear, as
his mind and body were be-
numbed,

In a second the elephant
had passed over him and was
crashing onwards probably
chasing the man . front,

The surveyor gob up and ran,

He kept on running  falling
every few yards till  he
realised that he was quite lost,
Coherent thought was ‘mpos-
sible and his sole urge was to
move, to keep on walking un-
til the terrifying picture in
his mind faded,

At last, hungry and utterly
spent he heard the high-pitch-
ed "“hoos”, And thankfully, he
turned in the direction of the
cries,

Opening the tent flaps every
morning was &a tricky busi-
ness, A carefu] examination
had to be made mside and
out for tarantulas, which
seemed to prefer the folds in

the ecanvas tp their own lairs.

The repulsive, hairy, mon-
sters seemned to have superior
intellicence — they  always

darbed away a split second be-
fore the hlow descended on
them,

The bite was said to affect
the nervous system, 1If death
did mot oceur, the poison
would linger on and the suf-
ferer would often feel  his
extremities move in g pain-
ful spasm_exactly like the
folding up of the taranfula.

The next shift of the camp
past the parklands was into
rocky terrain, Here the men
then moved with extra cau-
tion mone venturing very far
out alone and never without
a katty in his hands,

"For this wag the land of
the bears, and among these
scattered rocks, the bears used
a strategy that was both sim-
ple and effective. One would
stalk an advance party silent-
ly, then slip away to the rear.
It would suddenly appear

from behind a boulder with an
unnerving shriek, just n
front of the very last man,

Time was running out, so
were medicine and provisions.
The season of the rains was

23

Mahaweli River would be in-
undated

They worked faster every day
of the week. Up before dawn,
out info the silent forest with
the early light, measuring

mile after mile of tor-
tuous  stream and wind-
ing tracks, mnow a foetid

swamp and now a mysterious
elaborately-carved rock ~ cave
abandoned for a thousand
years,

Measuring, drawing, and

moving on, ever onwards un-

til the shadows lengthened
and the evening jungle sounds
took over, Plodding back to
camp on weary feet with the
feeling of a iob well done, a
story written a picture paing-
ed true,

And by the light of a kero-
sene lamp, with tent flaps
closed against the moths and
mosqguitoes, to dream of other
scenes of wide roads made,
forests cleared land planted
and fruitful; of hamlets and

' towns, schools and  laughing

children; that the earth might,
vield its most, that the land

near  and once the rains might smile, that a  nation
came the approaches to the might prosper,

For the Latest
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ALEX ' JAYACHANDRA reports on the new

- Multi-million-rupee

pap

WORK on the building for

the multi-million rupee
paper complex at Embilipitiya
has already begun and is sche-
duled to be completed by early
next year,

The civil engineering work
is being handled by the State
Engineering Corporation,
which, I am told, is already
ahead of schedule

Mr, Daya de Silya, general
manager of the SEC, told me
that the bulk of the work on
thig project would be complet-
ed by next month, by which
time i was hoped to begin
the erection of machinery,
and that by 19756 the installa-
tion of the machinery would
be completed, when fthe mill
could start production,

In order to save time and.

effort, the SEC 1is precasting
the 60-1% pillars for the build-
ing, T am told that this also
saves costs.

According to & spokesman
of the Fastern Paper Mills Cor-

poration, the production capa-
city of the mill will be 16,000
tons per year, The wiill will
be producing maiily writing,
printing and hond paper. No
newsprint is possible aceording
to present plans, the spo-

kesman said. :
The raw material for

manufacture of paper will be

completely  indigenous

chiefly complise vrice straw,
The corporation anticipates to
use 35,000 tons of rice straw

Der year.

The spokesman “sald that in
addition. the mill would also
use kenaf which is = fibrous
plant, This followeq experi-
ments already held ¢n the use
of this plant for the manufac-
true of paper and which have
proveq successful On findine
this plant useful in the manu-
facture of paper, the torpora-
tion hag already planted 100

acres of it at Valaichenal.

The capital outlay for the
Embilipitiva.  project is Rs.

THE PAPER FACTORY AT VALAICHENAI
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er project

276 million Of this amount
the foreign  exchange com-
ponent  is Rs. 98  million,
Which, has been recelved from
a governmental loan organisa-
tion in Weslt Germany,

The entire machinery Te-
quired for this project is ex-
pected to arrive here by early
next year and erection will be
completed hefore the end of
the year,

The emiployment opporiuni-
ties afforded will be about
1,000, when production ecom-
mences in 1976. This will be
employment of persens in the
mills ifself

In addition there will be
indirect employment for seve-
ral hundred in ancillary seryi-
ces — that Is. {hose employed
in the cellection of gtraw, and
in transport, etc.

The Valaichenai papér com-
Plex i now functioning =t

maximun production levels, It

is producing 22,000 tong of
paper per year,

e
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l} ICE iz the staple diet of

the peuple of this counfry
Generations of people  who
Jzve grown up and lived in
complacency are Now fnding
it & 1t to contend with the
painful reglities which have
come uhon them in the wake
of the GCovernment's latest
lood proposals,

=

Thie situstion, Tnowever, is

jsced by thres-fourths of
: . But the ingenuity
coliragze. of man, whirk
ve saved mankind from
zraver digsasters in the past,
w1l no doubt come fo the fore
0 olee again in the present
crisis,

Happy thoush the thoughtb
i ke, we calnot afford to
in ifts - warmth and <x-
ct miracles, Neither is mere
-seryice of any use. What
of paramount impertance is
tive aection, in this tha
men of this country hayve a
nromintent role to play.

It is nof enough merely fo
relp to GROW more foad
Women, as mothers, teachers
and custodians of the food
tabils of a mnation, have a
tremendons task ahead. it is
their specific task to bring
sbout a more rational con-
sumption patiern so that the
nation may mazke the best use
of food resources;

PO

The rules of a zood diet, s
: d down from generation
tion, do not often
1 the ecanolis of nu-
ence, In the US it

v  leagnt that a
upn of wonien aceept
-5 about food despite
/2d & university
There is & simlar

trait prevailing here, Igus-
rance, more than poyverty, i¢
basically responsible for nost
cases of malnutriiion.

I'he problem i3 not merely
to find substitutes for yice
and four but fo understand
what food values we actually
need, which of these are ayail-
able in our local food resour-
ces and [o ecreate the right
attitude towards food,

The majority of middle-ciiss
and low-income housewives
aye guilty of sacrificing theip
tamily budgets in favour of
social prestice A larger por-
tion of theiy family incomies
iz still spent on foods such as
biseui's, soft drinks, tonies
conlectionaries, etc, which
have less nutritive value but
bring the consumer greater
soeial prestige.

By HASSINA
SOURJAH

In other cases habits, heliefs
and taboos influence cotsump-
tion patterns +to an extent
which prechudes good nutrition.
Parents aie loath, for 1fs-
tance, to give their children
frults such as mangees ang
IuLvAS dug to the beiief
thal theose cause intestinal dis-
aases, Bat these fruits are rich
in yvitaming A atd € the lack
of which causes 5o many dis-
EHSES.

Cultural ang relicious fac-

tors also affect consumbption
traits.
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Women, as the decision-
makers, when it comes to the
actual day-to-day feeding of
twelve million people, must re-
place such settiments with
more rational ones. Even io
affluent states such as the US
malnutrition is present and
il cause bas been found o be
faulty itformation and values,
taboos and a lack of know-
Sledge of the relafionship be-
tween good nutrition and
health.

The achievement of sel:-
sufficiency aleDe will not gave
this nation from malmutrition
and poor health The rieht ab-
titude towards food must he
developed. We cannot even
aogst of an intsrest in food as
the gateway to heslth,

Nutrition studies are part of
the curriculum of domestic
sclence tgught to givls in
schools. But this knowledge is
seldom applied in practical
iife.

One can oresent the caze
for a more intzusive pro-
grammme of nutrition educalion
i fhe counry, But leaving
that to the ediicators, let us
remember  thst all education
beging at home,

It is the orime duty of all
mothers angd housewives to
grasp the gefnal nutritive
values of loods freely avail-
able—vesetables and fruits in
particular, Children have to
be taught how and what to
eat,

It was recently revealed that
the majority of schoolchildren
do not have adeguate break-
fasts. But they do have money
for sweets and “irash”.
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Handy substitute

VV’DT. nothing to gat? Don't

eyer say that aZain-
What wiss, manioc, sweet
polatces and a variety of
oner  tubers ang vams
available in abundance,
there’s 1o reason to complain,

Anyway. I think I under-
stand your problem,  wialeh
(he ween you and me) had
peen my probplem, too. But
cur {Chincse friends have risen
to the oceBsion ang come 1o
pur rescus by promising te
nelpy us cu. of a grave silua-
fjon hy providing us wilh =
whale lot of rice,

Ang if they couwld glve us
some of our staple fogd why
shouldn’i we I1eciprocate in
some wWay by eating a food
rhat is  paritenlar o thelr
country?

Yes, it 1z CHINESE NOG-
DLES — that very appetising
meal that w2 bave had ob
oceasions, NMow 48 a gibsiitue
meal for at least & eouple of
aays of the wesk it should
be just the hing — =speclal:
iy as it ecould be prepared
i different ways either bolled
or fried, Here's one way of
preparing it:

OHINESE NCOODBLES

Fer an averapge family of
apout flys or siz persons,

INGREDIENTS: 1 pkt,
noodies;, % Ib, prawns, % Ib,
carrsts, 14 th, lecks, 14 Ib len-
dey ecabbage Itayes, a band-
fr1 of red onions, five ar six
buibs of garlic, & few green
chil fes. salt and .ime, a
sprig of cuiry Iltaves, three
tablesnoons of margarine and
chilli er tomale sauce,

METHOD: Take a fairly
large-glzeq saucepan. fill 1%
three-quarier full of water
and pring to boiling Bpong,
Break up the ncodles into
5 or 6 nch pieces, put all into
ihe beiling water and keep
from § ta 6§ micutes. Then
drain out the water, rinse in
cold water gnd d-am, awuy
this wa'er, iod, after which
whe ncodles should be 1eft
asida,

Now wash ang cut up fthe
vegetahles Into small Ditces
and shell the prawns, Pug i
the three tablespoons of mar-
garine into 4 large frying pan
pnd heat well; then add ihe
garlic. red onions, green chil-
lles and curry leaves and Iry
i hrown, Nex: add the
shelled prawns segsoneq with
pepper and salt and ifry well
Now introduce the vegetaoles
and cock Ior agbout Llhree to
tour minuces,

Finally, add the Noogdle:
and the chilll ssuce and
mix well. ILet the pan be
covered wille on the fiye
for gnother three minutes, 1f
you wish you ecould add 8
bit of thick coconui milk be-
tore covering the pan. for
richer fasta

ONION BAMBOL

INGREDIENTE: ¥ Ib. cap

sicum chilies ang 4 15,

onions ang s litile vinegar,

METHOD: Cut up the chil-
les, slice the cnions and
mix them well withh a ltile
yinegar, Also add a pinch of
salt and s bit of sugar,

PORK CURRY

INGREDIENTS: 2 ibs, pork,
threa or four bulbs  garlic,
three iablespoons curry pow-
der, five dessert spoons chilli
powder, coconut milkk (thick),
a 1i tle arpack. a handful of
r2d onions, a litlle ginger,
curry leaves, rampe, a litile
ghee and sall, pepper and
lime {0 taste,

METHOD: Chop up the
pork into falrly large pieces.
Gring and powder the Ingre-
alenta. Put all fthese into a
large saucepan and poil for
a short time Then adg some
gnee inte a frying pan and
fry the rest of the ingredi-
ents, Now mix the whole and
add thick eoconut mili, allow-
ing it To cook cn 2 glaw fire
Add the arrack after zegson-
ing to taste,

‘CONCY ABEYKOON

Batala recipes

INGREDIEN™S: 1 Ib. fresh
Swesf potaices (batala), 6
eggd, 8 oulces sugar, 4 ozs
butter, 1 tea cup milk, 1 tea-
spoon haking powder, 4 tem-
spoon chopped limerind, A
pinch of salt, 4 tablespoons
jam or marmalade.

META0D: Boll or steam the
sweet Dotatoes, mash them
perfectly smoothly. Mix in the
butter, sugal, salt, baking
powder, lime-rind, the eggs
well beaten and the milk, Put
the jam op marmalade into &
greased  pile-dish, pour the
weet potato mixture on the
top of it and TDbake it in a
moderate oven for about half
an hour, (If necessary the in-
gredients can be cut down to
the amount the family will
need and  Astra Margarine
can be used instead of bufter),

SWEET POTATO MUSCAT

INGREDIENTS: 1 lp fresh
sweet potatoes, I 1b. sugar, 25
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cadjunuts, 3/4 teacup water
1 dessert spoonful butter, ghee
or (margarine), Rose flavour-
ing, 1/4 teaspoon powdered
cardamoms,

METHOD: Beil and mash
fhe swesf pofatoes, [Put the
sugar into @& preserving pan
and boil until the sugar be-
comes & thick syrup, stirring
all the time Then remove the
saucepan from fhe fire and
mix in the mashed sweet pota-
toes, Stir well until quites
smooth and add the cadjunuts
cut in small pieces. Return to
the fire and stir again unfil
mixture becomes very thick,
then add the butfer or ghee,
flavouring, and cardanmoms,
When the sugar beging to
harden on the sideg of the pan
take it off the fire and turn 1t
on to g buttered dish. Cut into
diamonds op squares while
stili warm,
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The men join battle on the issue of —

What Si

OUL

the

working girl wear?

%.5' & rsguest to the article
= = Iast monik’s Wo-

=== Dizest on working wo-
~ aring a uniform dress

oval and screams of
— 3= they nevertheless re-
==l that the consensus of
==l¢ opinion iz all for women
=ine more sensible and aus-
terz In their choice of working

S8, a well-known  rugge-
=is who holds an executive
Je=ition in a leading Colomho
Srm osaysi—

S0, women are at lask
seming o their senses! It was
aough  having them
the rugger fields in

distracting outfits,
to tolerate them in
work places as well, I
foresee a calmer age for
our male heroes!

MV, a government servant,
FTilesi—

I was very heartening in-
c==d o read tkat the majori-
I the women are opting to
= = uniform dress to wear
ior word. Now we husbands
2= hope that e reasonable
stere of our wives' incomes
! come home, We wil no
lezzer have to think twice be-
fore offering an  extrs ciga-
r=ile o a friend,

1 neope the Womel's Page of
*Tos Times Digest” will go
22 out to instill thig ides into
il working woman,

Hugo Williams, a senior offi-

cial in a business concern,
who is in charge of a large
female staif, has this to say.—

1 feel that the long yearbed

for sanity will come the way of
my department if your valu-
able idea is adopted. I have
a sheaking suspicion that the
length of time my women
staffers spend in the Ladies is
for the sole purpose of preen-
ing themselves before a mir-
ror—and that during the only
time they spend behing their
desks whisperings go on, on
the subject of the much cove.
fed nylex or butter nylon.

May “The Times Digest”

prosper for the bold sugges-
tion regarding working clothes
for women!

B.A, a young man working

in a mercantile firm voices the
protest that —

It iz bad enough heing told

that we should tighten our
belts and follow our dear rural
brothers to the felds. All
around us we hear nothing
but words of doom. It takes a
well-dressed woman to dispel
our gloomy thoughts. Why
cannof we refain the little
colour and cheer left in our
dreary lives?

fere is another such pro-

test. Victor Perera of Wattala
Writes e

Just because the counfry is

getting & little poorer there i
rig need to penalise the work-
ing girl by telling her what
ghe should or should not wear
to work, Do we need Lo have
the depressing fact of our
poverty paraded Dbefore our
eyes 24 hours of the day?
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Does it help to have mono-
tonous sameness in feminine
dress amidst all other woes?

For most working girls in
this country the work place is
the only piace thev go to. How
many go to dances or have
other forms of entertainment
Since the office is a cenire of
enjoyment as well, let us not
make the life of the working
girls more depressing and
freedom-less than it already is.

Senaka Perera writes:—

Thank God for this. We
men should shout a thousand
hosannas to the kind-hearted
soul who suggested this revow
lution in  female garb—one
uniform!

Never before hkas so muech
money been sguandered in
the name of fashioot—atd our
poor girls, too, have fallen a
prey fo this craving for “look-
ing pretty” in the most hide-
cus creations of the fashion
designers.

Particularly those poor men
married to working wives and
who have sghoo!poing daugh-
ters would know the actual
arithmetic involved in this
nasty business of dress.

Aparf from the severe com-
petition among the young
misses in the office, this dress
war is carried out farther
afield,

And who pays for this un.
wanted war? We Dpoor mern.
Therefore let us hope thatb
peace and sanity come our
way at thizs bhelated hour, ab
least!

H.S.

e e g
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Your lagna this month

ARIES

VERY fortunate month

for Aries subjects, Plenty

of money and happiness will

be your lot,

Mats, your

ruling planet

is  transitting

in Lakuna fri-

angular to

Venus and

Dragon’s Tail,

Act boldly and persevere

—you will penefit without

doubt, This month you should

add a sizeable portion of

money to your income, Pla-

nets are ideally suitablp for

money, pleasure ang romance.

You will succeed in  these

three spheres if you act

holdly, Your nature iz to act
rashly and boldly.

Tirst part of the month is
riof favourable for domestic
harmony sinee Sun  is  tran-
sitting the zeventh house in
opposition to Mars during that
period.  Your children will do
well during this month, A
very good meonth for your
profession. You should be on
the way for some substantial
progress there: promotion, in-
erement, favours from  supe-
riors.

Fortunate day: Tuesday,

Lucky colour; Red,

Fortunate gem: Diamond.

TAURUS

NOT so auspiclous & month
- for you The general re-
sults are unfavourable, Your

health
problems may
may becomse
acute. Your
family mem
L\ bers, {oo, may
cause anxlety., You have fo
be extremely eareful  Your
Tagna iz hemmed in on both
sides by powerful malefics,
much good  cantioy be E%-
pected this month, .
Your income will fall ahd
sxpenditure will plse. Beware
of losses by theft and decelt,
But it is o good month  for
your profession, and faveours
from superiors are indlcated

BY MERCURY

No domestic happiness is
foreseen, There will be dis-
harmony in the family and
disappointment in love affairs,

Portunate day: Friday.

Lucky colour: Red—orange

Fortunate gem: Emerald,
GEMINI

N unfortunate month for
you in every respect, A
critical period as your Maraka
planet is de-
bilitated in
the eighth
house: Saturn
iy transitting
your Lagna
with Kethu,
Therefore, ad-
verse results are shown in
domestie Jife, health and pro-
fession. You will also experi-
ence troubles {from  your
enemies. There will be rever-
sals in  marriage  proposals,
dizappointnient in love affairs,
and obstacles in the way of
marriage ceremonies, There
will e disharmony in family
life ang evil results for your
partner,

But, income from varlous
sources is shown as Mars. lord
of the 11th is in the 1Ith if-
self. A bad period for your
children, too,

Fortunate dayv: Wednesdsy

Tucky colour: Orange,

Fortunate gem: Agate
CANCER

OU start the monih
quite auspleiously. A
vel'y auspiclous month for
Ef'x_iilli]y hap!ji.
iness and har
mony, Heart
Froubles might
arise, Adverse
results for
your mother and  oppOsi-
tlon from mother's yelé-
tives are shown, Gains and res-
pect from father's relatives;
more recognition in your pro-
fession: marriage for bache-

lors: trouble from  secret.

enemies.

Pavours from superiors and
& substantial rise in your job
and profession sre very likely.
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You will he very aciive in all
your work, Be careful of
danger from your enemies.
Succesg in educational mat-
ters, heavy expenditure and
financial difficulties are also
likely
Foriunate day: Sunday,
Lucky colour: ¥ellow,
Fortunate gem: Sapphire.

LEO

IRST halt of ths month is

better than the  second
half, Your friends will not
be sincere fo
you and con
sequent  loss
is  indicated.
The whole
year Is ad-
yerse to your
mother A land dispuie
15 indicated, Losses from
correspondence are 450 stell,
Stomach complainls and &vi
results to your children are
alsp shown. Urinary disorders
are also indicated,

There will be greater har-
mony in domestic affairs, You
will have a better position In
your profession Defore e
year is out. Success in studies
and examinations will he poar
because Rahu is still transit-
ting your fifth house, Tt Is
equally adverse t0 your child-
ven's progress, There will be
more money coming to you
since Saturn translts yeour
11th house (income),

November and Decemher are
hetter months in the whele
year for income. You will find
self In a very much  better
position before the year is ous.

portunate day: Sunday.

Lucky colour: Yellow.

Forfunate gem: Sapphire
VIRGO - y
T.HIS_ year, of course, i more

- adverse-than heneficial 1o
Virgoans, There are-indica-
s~ - tions’ that

do - well I
Fou. tely on

Ba Dprepared
to he very
wdaptable and

= vou may not

other peopls.
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{1 dependent. Other people
will cause gifficulties for wou,
Therefore, please watch outb,
Mars, fransiiting your eighth
house angd Satorn transitting
the tenih house, are not good
for you, There will be gick-
ness, losses in the piofession
and loss of money conseguent
on these planetary transits.

Great success is indicated in
vour studies and examinations,
but it is not so good for your
fnances, The month is ad-
verse to your mother, bub it
is good for your children.

Serious sickness regarding o
close relative is indicated Tack
of harmony in the domestic
de, frequent guarrels and
separation from family are in-
dicated,

Fortunate day: Wednesday.

Lucky colour: Pale green.

Fortunate gem: Sardonyx,

LIBRA

ELATIONS  with your
* spouse and her relatives

may be cumplicaped. Suecess
i eduta-
tional mat-

ters are indi-
cated Profils
in industries
connected with
water and
glreat DProgress
T gaing from brothers,

ers and friends and travel

e also shown. A goed month
our mother, you will gain
tand propertes. You will
e a happy family life and
£ favours from superiors.
tunate day: Friday.
cky eolour: Green,
‘tunate gemi: Opal.

FO

SCORFPIO

& GOOD month for finance
== __vou will geg maoney,
Dur part of the
month, there
will be heavy
to engage
You are llkely
enemies easily,

You will aver-
e % pendifure,

in aggressiveand
ts ang thereby get
le, You are tempted
~x things and there-
5§ - displeasure of

tome your

Iot of happingss in domes
tle affairg and family life is
show, Harimony in family
life ang marriage proposals
are likely for bachelors

Fortunate day: Tuesday

Lueky colour: Agquamarinie,

Fortunate gem: Topaz,

SAGITTARIUS

A  GOOD month for finance.
= Ag Jupiter is moving to-
an suspices gign, finances will
improve. Cele-
prations, con-
auest of trou-
bies and Iree-
dom from dis-
eate will re-
sulf, These
employed in
g overnment
expect  good promobion or
other favourable change, Dad
for children’s health and ail-
ments to spouse are indieated.

Yet, Saturn’s novemeng in
your seventh house is not good
for domestic harmony and
happiness. There will be no
mental peace, Children might
engage in aggressive and
thoughtless actions, Avold
hasty gecisions. Troukles from
women are indicated,

Your Nepiune is in  yout
Lagna. ‘Therefore, you are
likely to get an illusiom thzt
you can afford more than you
veally can. Suppress the de-
sire to act swiftly on the spur
of the moment,

Fortunate day: Thursday,

Lucky colour: Blue,

Fortunate gem: Turquolse.

Service can

CAPRICORN

A GOOD month for Capri-
- cornians, Domestie har-
mony, success in the pirofes
ginty,  promy-
tions, fayours
from superiors
and SUCCESS
in business
rterprises are
§ indicated, In-
- creaseof repu-
tation, ap- pointments in
government service, rise in
status are also likely, speclally
during the first half of the
month. Bub, unfavourable
times for your mother and
_heart troubles to you are indi-
cated, You are likely to earn
fama through herole =ctions
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Improvement In  financial
affairs, gain in vehicles and
land property are shown, Suc-
cess i business  enterprises
studies ang examinations is
likkely.

Forfuante gay: Saturday,
Lucky colour: Indigo,
Fortunate gem: Garpet.

AQUARIUS

YOU will act courageously
atid boldly and achieve

success and fame, On the
whole a good
month for

you, You will
engage yours
self in acade-
mic pursuits.
A bad month
for your chil-
health and
indicated for

dren — ill-
{roubles are
them. Troubles from neigh-
pours angd friends ang from
travel are lkely.

Obstacles in  educational
affairs may occur and domes-
tic happiness and foriune are
not forthecoming Friction and
disporg in the family life and
disappointment in love affairs
for bachelors are indicated,
You will have indomlitable
courage in all your enferprises
and it is quite goed for those
who are caubtious with money.

Portunate day: Saturday.
Lucky colour: Violet,
Fortunate gem: Amethyvst

PISCES
TJEQUBLES in affalrs con-
nected with land properis
haildines and agriculture arve
ligkely; a bad
month for
your mother:
18a1t troubles
are glsp indi
cated. Un-
H expected gain
of wealth s
shown, Auspicious flime
for your childreni they will
make progress in studies: you
will get happiness from youy
children. :

Improvement and happiness
it your jop will come wyour
way and recognition of merit
and consequent honours will ba
TOULS,

Fortutiate day: Thursday.
Tucky colour: Crimson.




3

Corn pops

up in all
climes

ORN still outshines gold
and silver in ihe Unifed
States, despite skyrocke.ing
prices for the nreclous metals.
I 1972 farmers harvested
5.6 billion bushels valued at
%7.1 billlon,

Though @& native Amerieanb
grain, corn iz cultivated in
more places thall any other
orop. The prolific plant
fiourishes’ from Canada o
China and from Italy #o
Indla. Corn thrives below
sea Tevel on the Caspian
Plain and high in the Peru-
7ian Andes.

The hardy stalks adapt o
less than ten inches of rain-
fall of semi-arid fields in
the Soviet Unlon gnd with-
stand the 200 ins. that flood
Indla's Ganges Plain,

Scientists are working to
gat more nutritional value
from the ublquitous plant by
hreeding grains that would
rival meats in protein quall-
tv. A team of experts at
Indlana’s Purdue University
recently developed a promis-
mg new variety by adding a
protein-building gene ecalled
“Opague 2" to common corm,

Other wvarielles of corh
have been developed through
hybridisation, Hybrid corn
results from  inbreeding
selected  strains to develop
desirable qualities, ¢t h e n
grossing the strains. Often
two hybrids are interbred fo
create what is called — in
the best Corn Belt clrcles—a
double crose.

Hybridisation of corii has
been goinz on for centuries
Small hybrid ears of com
dating from 1000 B.C. have
heen found in Mexico.

By 65000 B.C. domestivated
corn already formed part of
the diet in some areas in
prehistoric Mexico.—(National
Geangraphles News Bulletin),

They called

him

HE Press once called Mal

' lory E, Wijesinghe (pie-
tured at right) . “Misfer
Private Seector” — and My,
Wijesinghe centinues to de-
serve that tille, representing
as he does all thal Iz ad-
mirahble in that much-maligned
field,

In these day® when corpt-
rations have come to be consi-
dered as the cure for most of
our mnation’s 1lls, men of Mr,
Wijesinghe’s calibre prove that
there is a place for the private
sector under olr island’s sun,

An engineer who put aside
his glide-rule and sei square to
launch oul inic the world of
commerce — BIr, Wijesinghe is
a BSc (Eng,) (London),
C, Eng. MICE, AKC, ang FIE
(Cey) — he created a record of
being elected Chairman of the
Employers’ Federation of Cey-
lon for ten years in guccession,

He is now the head of Bart-

leet & Co, Lid, and Chairman

of Ceylon Colg Sfores ©Lid.
which are ontly iwo of the pro-
minent positions he occupies
in the commercial world,

He is also the President ot
the Chamber of Commeres and
Endnsiries
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Mister

Private Sector

My, Wijesinghe hag an en-
viable record, among employers
of mainfaining  cordiaj rela-
tiong with the trade union see-
tor and his abiding interest in
fostering a better dialogue wih
employees has led to his eles~
flon as a Substitute Member
{Employer) of the Governing
Body of the International ra-
bour Organisation, and be is in
his third consecutive perlod of
service of thres pesrs sach,

He is also ths Honorary
Conzul-General for the Nether.
lands in Srli Lanka and his
Executor of office for that
couniry in Colombo, which was
signed by the President of Sri
Lanka ang the Minister of Ex-
ternal Affairs was the flrst
issued after Sri Lanks was de-
clared a Republio.

Mr, Wijesinghe was once a
keen turfite but now that the
racing days are gnly 3 memory,
he relaxes with muosie — frem
classics to pop — and eeilects
awt a8 3 hobby,

Text? A, Feliclan Fernande,

Pictures M, Mahinds Koda
zoda







By DONALD ABEYSINGHE.

T is indesd a gad irony of
fate that Pablo Neruda,
Chile’s national poet, had to
die barely a fortnight after
the brutal end of =& regine
and a man, Salvador Allende,
his friend in whose favour
He withdrew as Presidential
candidate in 1870 (after
campaigning throughout the

lengih and breadih of
Chile),

Anig sadd
that while

were ransatking i
ed house, his b
&#d by the
eventually was deprived of a
State funeral! How prophe-
tie them, do the following
lings from his poem “Nothing
But Death” ssemi—

There are cemeleries fhat

are ionely

graves fuil of bones that do
nol make @ sound,

the heart moving
o tunmnel,

in §ts derkness,
darkness,

like a shipwreck we are go-
ing into curselves,

Az though e were drown-
ing inside eur hearts,

As though we lived [alling
out of the skin infto the
S0, <
Nerudg did mnot always

write about death and dark-

through

darkitess,

* ness although they were {wo

of his major recurring
fhemes. He was also enrap-
tured by the compensating
beauty and hounty of nature,
American poet and  critie
Phillip Murray has this to
of him: “Neruda is a
opieal  Whitman, and i

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

anyihing even more imagi.
native, He Is & master of
metaphor and no one in any
language  has praized the
natural sensual things of this
worlg with miore eontagious
afection,” Note the lyricism
of the following lines (from

“Lazybones"):—

In. Chile now, cherrics are
dancing, the dark myste-
rious girls gre singing, and
in gutpans water is shin-
ing. -

The sun is foucling cvery
dootr and meking wonder
of the whedt,

The first wine fs pink in
caltoltr, 15 sweet with the

sweelniess of a child_  the
second wine is gble-bodied,
strong like fhe voice of a
sailor, the third wine
is @ fopa: i3 o vonny and
a fire in one,

My house has both the seq
and the earth, my
woman  has greal cyes
the colour of wild hazel-
nuf, when night comes
down, the sed puls on a




is

e
i

dress of white gqnd greemn,

and later the moon in the

spendthrift  foam dreams
like @ sea-green girl,

! have no wish to change my

wlanet,

His prolific outpourings of
Poetry over a peried of over
alf a century fill up accord-
ing to his own estimate al-
mosy seyen  thousand pages,
He writes about animals
oirds, fruits, fiowers. veget-
=bles, cats, lemons, elephants,
artichokes, the earth ang the
sea.

To him_ writing péetry
was like “breathing” In his
own words he was  writing
BOElry WoIn  away as if by
&cid by the labour of hands,
moregnated with sweat and
snoke smelling of lilies and
of urine, splashed by the
vanely of what we do. legal-
¥ or illegally,

‘A poetry as imbumre as old
othes, as 8 hody, with its
=dstains  and its  shame,
with wrinkles  observations,
creams, wakefulness, pro-
phesies  declarations of love
snd hate, stupidities, shocks
wils,  political beliefs, ne-
£ations, doubts, affirmations
Taxes "

What he calls “the poetry
of  impurity” iz actually
postry full  of life, a poetry

sings in  praise of the
cal world. He is thorough-
3 aware of the world
sod objects around him and
i the earth the sea and
‘De bounties of nature Con-
&cer the earthy nostalgia of
these lines from “I  want to
S=rn to the South” (Agdl):—
I ask  io go back of the
musky timber of the river
Tolten, let me pass by
the men manning the saws
and enter cantings my
feet  soaked in  water
guard me past the lght
of the hazelnut’s electri-
iy lay me out full length
in the ercrement of cattle
die and revive gnawing
he wheat,
the very little trans-
material available
it is nardly possible
£e evenl an approxima-
a critical evaluation
meonumental work of
Do was “breathing®
nigh half a
ing with &
ir, he followed

up with some remarkably
moving love poetry but with
his involvement with the
workinen in the mining dis-
triets of Chile his poefry took
& definite  political com.
plexion Although  crities
(especially American) label
his political poetry rhetorical
and propagandist his lines
have a ring of truth and
urgency  particular fo his
native Chileans,

In an interview with post
Robert Bly,K one of his trans-
lators, he had this to say:—

“1 come from a country
which is very political Those
who fight have great support
irom the masses, Practically
afl the writers of Chile are
out to the leff—there are al-
most No exceptions. We feel
supported and understood by
Qur own people...... As Dpoets
we are. really in touch with
the people....I read my
poems  everywhere in my
oountry — every village,
every town—for years and
years, and I feel it is my
duty to deo it

Neruda is @& committed
poett  and his “political’”
poetry 18 at its rhetorical
best typical of that commit-
ment:—

When I was writing my love
poems, which sprouted out
Jrom me on all sides, and
I was dying from depres-
sion

Nomadic, abandoned gnaw-
ing on the alphabet they
said to me: “What a great
man you are, Theocritus!
am not Theocritus: I took
life, and faced her, and
kissed her and won Rer,
and went throygh the
tunnels of the mines to
see how other men live,
And when I came out, my

hands stained with  gar-
bage and sadness, I held
my hands up and showed
them to the generals, and
said: “I am not q part of
this erime

The indignation of these
lines can be understoed for
it was In the year that he
wrote the poem from which
this quotation is taken that
Neruda was in exile in Mexico
—1848 when he was charged
with treason and stripped of
sensational immunity by the
pro-American President,
Gabriel Gonzalez Videla,

ey
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Before e took senatorial
office Neruda was rewarded
for his poetry (as was the
Chilian tradition) with con-
sular appointments as  far
back as 1927, enabling him
lo serve in Burma, Sri Lanka
and the Duteh East Indies,

Under the Allende coalition
he was appoilited ambassa-
dor to France and it was as
ambassador that he was hon-
oured with the Nobel Prize
for Literature in 1971, many
years toc late, As far back as
1945 when the Chillan poet
Gabriela Mistral received the
prize, she is reported to have
said fihat although it was
“an honour for my country,
I am sorry it was not gliven
to Neruda, our greatest
creator,”

Declining the Prize in 1964
Salre gaid that Nerudsa should
have got it Probably his
winning the Stalin Prize in
1850 was the real reason for
the delayed recognition.

Born Ricardo Eliecer Nef-
tali Reyes y Bosoalto on July
12, 1904, in a small agriculiu-
ral community in the wine-
growing region ©f southern
Chile, his father was a rail-
road man whoe worked as a
isection crew doreman and
locomotive engineer,

Neruda, who attended local
elementary schools read
voraciously and  indiserimi-
nately the works of such
authors as Victor Hugo,
Jules Verne, Aucust Strind-
berg, Sir Walter Scott and
Maxim Gorky. However he is
not reputed to have distin-
guished himself in studies.

In 1965 he became the first
Latin-American  to be gwar-
ded an honeorary DJLH,
degree from Oxford Univer-
sity. He held honorary mem-
berships at the Harvard Uni-
versity Faculty and the Ame-
rican Academv of Arts and
Letters.

And in Stockholm, the
secretary of the Swedish
Academy, Karl Ragnar Gle-

- TOowW, exactly two years ago

announcing the 1971 Nobel
award, described Neruda as
“the poet of violated dignity”
one who brings alive a con-
tinent's destiny and dreams ™

Probably Neruda did not
want to live to see those
dreams shatfered
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EVEN stone animals may feel the heat. So the little gir] does
her good deed for the day.
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-Junior Digest .

You, too, should
help grow

more food

ELLO there, all my little
iriends,

I can see that all of you
are really keen on the Junior
Drigest Club. Pirst let me
say that the letters some of
you have written are very in.
teresting and 1 was very, very
aappy to receive them,

Many of you had made
soine nice suggestions for the
club ald we are hoping to
paild it on some of these
deas, ;

All of you who have sent in
tle Club Membership Coupons
have now been admitted as
members ,of the club  Ar.
ements will be made to
;ou all your membership

And do you know who yhe
: member of The Junior
Imgest Club is% He is EMIL
SUWAN MARASINGHE. &
ent of Nalanda  Vidya-
Colombe, Emil is 8 years
olé end is ;,tudvmg in Grade
Now won't he feel very
proud!

11 little friends, you will
no  doubt be aware of

the problems mother and
father are facing to find you
food to eal, You must have
been told that our couniry is
now facing & very big pro-
blem about finding food for
the people

And de wyou know why we
are up against this problem?
IT IS BECAUSE ALL OF US
HAVE NOT WORKED HARD
ENOUGH TO GROW OUR
OWN FOOD., The time has
now come when all of us
should try to work hard and
try to grow ail legst « little
of our food.

So vou, as little children,
could set an  example to the
grown-ups by spending all
your free time (after school)
to grow things like - chillies
and manige in  your home-
garden,

Wouldn't you and all at
home be happy to see your
gardens growilg and Drovid-
ing a little food? Won't Sri
Lanka be a very prosperous
place if all little children
learned to work for their
food?

AUNTY HANNAH,

35

From our

readers

GROW MORE FOOD
IF you have a plot of land
big or small
Rally round, form g band,
Answer to the nation’s call,
Grow what the peoble need,
Now is the time to sow thé
seed,
Show your might in word
and deed, s
Help the mation: doesn’t
matter what caste or
erced —
Grow mmore food work Thar-
der, harder;
The only way to help the
nation’s larder.
JEROME JAYAWARDENE,

NEHRU

HE death anniversary of
the late Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehry fell on the
2Tth of May, 1964 e was the
first Premier of India, and
governed the country peace-

fully for 17 years,

He was very fond of roses.
He always wore a rose on his
coat, His birthday fell on the
i4th of November. He cele-
brated thai day as Children’s
Day because he loved child-
ren and he spent the day
with children, They called
him “Nehru Uncle”

We: children must pay our
respects to the late Prime
Minister. His body has pass-
ed away but his services and
sacrifices will ever be honour-
ed by the worlkd,

DHAMMIKA H WILIESE-
EKERA (11 years) 7 E Nalanda
Vidyalaya Colombo 10,

JUNFOR DIGEST CLUB
MEMBERSHIP COUPON

ADDRESS: .. ...
DATE OF BIRTH;
SCHOOL:

Form or Grads in whlch you are at present studying:

Le frnf\ fham the: parnmla.m fllil’[l]ﬂhf’{l above are true:

; .‘Silglﬁatl-u;e er i}a-rerl_t'.f.gu-a-rdian
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CONTEST NO, 2.
ANSWERS to last meonth’s

quiz:—

1. Dr, Salvador Allende

2. “IIunich

3. Uniteg states of America

4, Mr, Kakuei Tanaka

5. Israe] and the United Arab
Republic

6, Russia

7. Newspapers

8 Otftawa, Canada

9 International Monetary

Fund

10. 3,

And the winner of lagst
menth's guiz isi—

Miss Sivani Wallooppillai of
15, Andérson Rosad, Colombo b



The little hos

s

DINNE'R is over and the liftle hosfess mops up the table while her guests impatiently
wait for the toys to be puf back

Beetles as pets ... an
a village for children!

DO you get a little creepy
when you see beetles,
erickets and those mony-
legged  ereatures crawling
around you? Yeu'd be surpris-
ed to hear that in Japanese
towns these creatures a’e so
rare that children have
started buying them as pets.
The big sh-ps in T kvo have
“insect corners” where child-
ren who want t¢ keen these
insects as pets can buy them.

They get fthem quite cheap,

too.

These pets are housed in
tiny little houses and child-
ren spend hours feeding and
watching them. ‘These pets
have alzo begun to make
parents happy,

In Frankfurt, West Ger-

* many, there is a large build-

ing which is really a village
for children, In this yilage
children behave very much
like grown-uvs, They run a
toy shop. work as carbenters,
sculptors and even do their
own cooking in &4 common
kitchen,
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They even have small bil-
liard tables card tables and
bowling alleys. There are little
Elouses they can rest and play
.

A pet rabbit lives in onhe of
these houses with a mouse as
next door neighbour

Not only do the children
have lots of fun cooking and
inviting friends to Ilunch;
they also listen to the radio
and watch TV in a very cosy
living room.

Now isn’t that very nicel

tess
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“your shirt
on the
dhoby!

C;RI LANKA’S dhobles are
= almost always attireq in
‘=an clothes. I often wonder
her the natty shirts and
snow-white sarongs they often
w=ar belong to them or to
v ¥ mployers!

e some of these men
fficient and painstaking
compluter-like  when it
- 10 checking the “dhoby-
% ' many lose your
and household linen,
te a few are adept at
ing” an inferior
a top quality one that
en to be laundered
nes they keep back
shirt and substitute
t Is not only of poor
guality but doesn’t even fit

minds me of the
iys when a well-
used a little jingle
adio to advertise its
Whenever the line,
= that dhobies cannot

53 sung, my eldest
wio, was then quite
1 to. retort, arms
L ive the shirts to
s dhoby: he'll do the nead-

as right: because

strength be-
poking at him
was a frail
r bent with

could dash your garments on
the craggy riverside with such
vigour and fury and haste that
he succeedeq more in tearing
and rulning your eclothes than
in washing them.

If a garment did retain its
shape, very often a rent in it
would be evidence of a gevere
beating against the huge black
boulders that dotted the hanks
of the river that flowed below
the estate. And what stirred
my ire was the fact that a tear
would often be where it was
most noticeable — at the back

By LUCY
THOMPSON

of @& skirt or on the pocket of
2 shirt

As for buttons, they were
either missing or broken, and
I had to keep replacing them
and reminding the old dhoby
that buttons were going up in
price

One dgay I drew his attention
fo a name-tape on a sheet that
he had brought along with my
clothes. It was as plain as day-
light that the sheet gid not
belong to me. The wily old
fellow got away with it— and
literally, too—by putting the
blame on his helpless wifel

Yes according to the gupe-
rior husband, the foolish
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woman had made a big mis-
take when sorting ouf the
bundles of clothes, He scowled
menacingly and took the sheet.
What a pﬂy women’s lib was
unhearq of in those days, else
Mrs. Dhoby would have heen
up in arms against him|

Our dhoby, whenever he
failed to turn up on the cor-
rect gale, would fall back on &
host of excuses — the squal-
ly weather, a severe stomach-
ache, or the funeral of a rela-
tive, He was punctual only
when he had to collect his pay!

When there were clotheg to
be washed, he would tle them
securely in a big bundle, and
when he lifted if, never, ever
did he fail to groan or heave a
sigh, giving one the impression
that he was about to join his
ancestors! I knew the cunning
fellow's sole infention wag to
impress upon me the fact that
the bundle of clothes Was very
heavy. Off anqg on, a request
would be made for an incre-
ment!

Anyhow, I do feel mnostalgic
when I recall these little foibles
because that olg dhoby (now
deceased) was the subject of
an article which won for me
a2 cash prize from the Edi‘or
of the “Times of Cevlen Sun-
day Ilustrated” nearly twelve
years ago, when readers were
invited to send in contribu-
tions on “Why I hate dho-
bies

PR
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Foreign investment capital brings know-how and markets for
established products...Tax holidays on profits do not mean
much to investors unless prospects are good for earnings...
Quality of labour supply is more important than its price.

These are some of the lessons learned in Singapore’s economic
build-up.

“?!HEN Singapore became an independent

Steps taken by the Singapore ' goperti-

ngjion in 1985 its chalces for sur- ment to achieve its current position of sta-

vival appeared slim. With o land wrea of bility and prosperity were outlined at the
only 535 square kilomelres and some two Third FEconomic Development Seminar in
million. persons of Chinese, Malay and In. Saigon this year by Dr. Goh Keng Swee,
giam origin to suvvport almost endirely by currently Minister of Defence and an early
tmporis, the mew government jaced prob-. leader in the People’s  Action Party. Dr,
lems of unemployment and ecomic insta- Goh is also @ 1972 Magsa¥say award winner
bility, for his role in his nation’s social and indius-

But in less than a decade, the transyor- aan mooress,

mation of Singapore 4o a viable country
with virtuelly ho Unemployment is one of
Asia’s outstanding success stories. How wds
this success achieved?

Perhaps of grettest interest to his qu-
dience was his list of important, lessons
learited from the Singapore experience,
Ezxcerpts from DT, Goh's presentation joliow:
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M'Y party, the Peeple's Ac-
-5 tlon Party, was elected
o office in 1959, in Singapore's
first general election as a self-
zoverning colony, In 1963, Sin-
Zapore Dhescame a member
state of the Federation of
Malaysia. ‘That yvear Singa-
pore’s population was 1,587,

200,

The main economic aetiyity
was International trade and
services supporting this trade
such as banking, shipping,
lelecommunications, ware-
housing, transportation and
S0INe  processing industries.
Because of its central geogra-
phle position and ifis fine
natural harbour, Singapore
served as g, transit poing in
the two-way trade between
Southeast Asia and the in-
dustrial West,

Because of the importance
of trade, imports and exports
were never subjeet to  taxes
or duties. The free port status
of Singapore hag been a fun-
damental policy for more than
2 hundred years.

The basic proplem emerg-
ing from this arrangement
was that the level of inter-
national trade dependeq on
outside factors. beyond the
control of the Singapore gov-
ernment. Teghnical improve-
ments ln transportation en-
couraged direct shipment with
= loss of trade and income
to Singapore. Politicaj con-
sideration sometfimes induced
governments to try to bypass
Singapore,

At the very time that in-
ternational trade could no
longer pe depended upon
to expand, infants born during
“5e post-World War II baby
Doom had groWwWn up
arnd were attending secondary
shools, Their prospects for
re employment — judged
e circumstances of their

brothers and sisters
ere ot good, It  was
; surprisineg that large

the Chinese middle
lent fervent support
communist united

= solutiph we saw 1o
oblem wad to expand
nufacturing -industry,
ions did not appear
Singapore’s limit-
area Withh poor soils

did not offer much prospest
for expanding  agriculbure,
Nor did the tourist  trade
look very appealing at that
tione,

A number of initiatives
were faken to induce Invest-
ment in manufaciuring. Be.
cause of Singapore's amall
tdomestic market,  attempts
Wwere made to enlarge the

market for industrial output -

Tariffs on imported produets
were introduced for the first
fime in Singapore’'s history
Quantitative import restric-
tions were also resorted 7]
85 @ femporary tmeasure, By
the end of 1965, import du-
ties were levied on 157 iteéms
including mild steel bars, su-
gar, cement, chocolates, plas-
tics and chemical products,

A tax holiday for five
years was pffered to Pros—
pective investors In addition
depreciation allowances could
be deferred for five years
S0 that the tax holiday pe.
riod exitended beyond five
years,

The effort in inducing in.
dustrial investment was cen-
tralizeq in gne government
agency responsible to one
ministry. The promotion agen-
Cy¥ was Singapore's Economic
Development Board (EDB)
established in 1861, which also
served as a universal alde to
the prospective nvestor :

was amply provided
with funds by the ministry,
This enabled it to establish
industrial estates, furnished
with all facilities mequired
of modern industries — po-
wer, water, gas road frans-
port, rail transport and even
a deep 'sea port,

The  intense effort put
into industrial promotion
substantially increased  the
contribution gf- the manufac-
turitg sector o the - gross
national product (GNP), In
1959 manufacturing account.
ed for 53170 million; by
1965, this had increased to
884143 million,

Despite Sinzapore’s OWiIL
limiteq market, industrial ex
pansion reached significant
annual growth rates Aaver-
aging 148 ner cent a year
betwesn 1050 and 1963, in-
creasing tp 185 per cent &
year beffween 1963 and 1965,

Grosg capital formation
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which was very low in 1959
partly as a result of political
instability also increased
substantially from  S%150.6
million to S$475.8 million in
1865, This was mainly the
result of industrial growth
which resulted in heavy in-
vestinent in machinery and
eguipment, b

Despite the fair rates of
growth achieved the basic
problem of unemployment re—
mained unresolved, In  six
years and affer an expendi.
ture of S$213 :nillien by the
EDB on infrastructure and
financial support to industry,
only 21000 mnew jobs had
been created.

Nor was the impact oL
the general €cenomic growth
any more spectacular. Bet-
ween 1869 ang 1965 ithe GNP
increaseq irom S%1968 million
to S5$3.043.4 miilion This re-
presented an annual oom -
pound growth rate of 8,1
per cenlt between 1859 and
1963, and 6.5 per cent for
the remaining years.

Singapore’s separation from
Malaysia. on August 9, 1965, in-
troduced a completely new
phase in all aspects of life
— economic, political, de.
fence,

Singapore entered the new
era with lts basic problem un-
resolved: how to provice jobs
for the burgeoning population
of school graduates.

Steady progress was re-
gistereq 1n the first two years
of Singapore’s independent ex-
istence, Then came the shock
of the British government's
announcement of jntention to
emove ifs military presence
east of Suez, Not only -did
this threaten to have dange-
rous effects on investment
contidence, but there was also
the more tangible business of
finding work for some 40,000
civilians employed by British
military bases.

In short, problems facing
us in the beginning of this
new period were the same
as before, In faet, the situation
in 1968, threatened 1o be-
come gyen more sacute.

The fiscal incentivegs were
amended to meet the new si-
tuation To encourage the ex-
pansinh of industries, as dis
tinct from the establishment of
neyw industries, tax relief was
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alloweq — in certain circums-
tances -—— on dncome  from ¢a-
pital expansion.

To induce investment
and expansion of export-
oriented industries, a 90 per
cent remission of tax on pro-
fits was allowed to approved
enterprises for a period up to
15 years,

Tax exemptiong were also
allowed on interest on foreign
loans, royalties and on know-
how and technical assistance
fees, -

By 1970, it was found that
some of those benefits were
over-generous and they were
reduced. Export incentives
were reduced to five years for
non-pioneer enterprises and to
eight years, including the pio-
neer tax relief period, in the
case of piloneer enterprises.

In 1968, a »adical decision
was made to change the strue-
ture of the omnibus EDB. The
early concenfration of all
functions in one agency made
for quick decision making.
However, there Was an cgbvious
risk in combining investment
promotion and finaneing acti-
vitles in one organisation.

Three major branches of the
EDB were organised as fol-
lows: The industrial facilities
division, including the civil
engineering branch, split off as
8 separate authority called the
Jurong Town Corporation
which took charge of all in-
dustrial estates in Jurong and
elsewhere,

The finance division, to-
gether with the specialist staff
irom the projects division and
the secretariat, formed the
nucleus for the Development
Bang of Singapore. This is a
new business corporation re-
glstered by Singapore  with
50—50 eguity participation he-
tween the government and
comimercia] banks,

The investment promotion
division of the EDB and the
consultant services remained

together, EDB became basic- .

ally an indusirial investment
promotion agency butb it en-
gaged energetically in initiat-
Ing specialised technical and
training services, This acti-
vity led to complications, some
of which remain unresolved
today

. dn wmddition to fiscal incen-
flves and organizational
changes , the government
undertook three major policy
initiatives in 1968 to meet the
urgent problems expected to
develop when the British mili-
tary bases closed.

In order o ensure movre
stabie relations between labour
and management, fwo impor-
tant pieces of legislation were
introduced in Parliament in
August, 1968: the Employment
Act and the Industrial Rela-
tions Act The Employment
Act abolished eertain discrimi-
natory practices, rationalised
the pay structure by doing
away with some abuses of
overtime and reduceg — ne-
trenchment benefits which had
endangered the life of many
young industries,

. The Industrial Relations Act
(as amended) removed an im-
portant source of friction be-
tween lahour and management
Some maiters such as the pro-
motion of employees, methods
of recruitment, transfer and
task assighment had been
constant irritants. The Act
placed these matters frmly
within the prerogative of
management and not subject
to negotiation. It also en-
couraged collective agreements
of long guration—thiee to five
VEears.

The second initiative acecele-
rateq development of formal
traininig in technical and voca-
tional fields. Six new voca-
tional institutes teaching =
variety of trades were esta-
blished. The annual enrol-
ment, once totalling only 100
or 200 a year, by 1969 hag in-
cregsed to 2,151 and is now
running at 6 700.

Standards were raised in
the secondary technical
schools and new classes were
formed to provide technical
education in the academic
schools, All boys in the aca-
demie schools and half of the
girls were required to do a
day’'s workshop practice each
week. This new opporfunity
for technical training proved
very popular because the boys
could see that thelr employ-
ment prospects were greatly
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enhanced by such education,

The third policy initiative
Increased savings by raising
the rate of confribution Dby
employers and employees to
the Central Provident Fund
(CPF), This is a fund manag-
ed by the government and
contribution to it is compil-
sory, -

Contributions were ralsed
by stages from & per cent of
pay confributed by employer
and employee to 14 per cent
for employers and 10 per cent
for employees by July, 1972
Eventually, each side will con-
tribute 15 per cent.

As a result, the volume of
real savings available for
non-inflationary development

° finance increaseq substantially.

In 1968 the CPF totalleg S$68
million; in 1972 it wag S$310
million,

Whereas the earlier period
saw an annhual increase In
employment of less than 4,000
4 year in manufacturing, em-
ployment during this new
period rose rapidly from 2
17,000 increase in 1868 to
25,000 in 1969 levelling off at
20,00p in 1970 and 1971. In
the last year of two, large
numbers of workers had to
be Imported from neighbour-
ing countries, Singapore had
at last achieveq full employ-
ment,

Capital [nvestment, taking
info account pald up capital
in pioneer industries, amount-
ed to S$153.4 million at the
end of 1965. Of this S$82.1
million was local capital and
5§71.3 -million was foreign
capital.

Between 1966 and 1971, the
increase in pald up capital in
pianeer industries was S$754.2
million. Of this increase
55495 million wag foreign
owned, the balance of S$259. 1
million local capital.

This periog saw the intro-
duction of many Iinteresting
new indusiries from the
United States and Europe. In
1970, a number of American
companies making semi-con-
ductors and integrated circuits
established pl in 8Singa-
pore, This was followeqg by
giant international Corpora-
tions.

T1 108040
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The GNF which had
hovered around six fo seven
Der cent annual growth, grew
t0 121 per cent between 1066
and 1968 and to 13.6 per cent
between 1969 and 1971 These
are rates at current market
prices. Constant price caletla-
tions should show a . slight
reduction,

‘While other branches of o=
nomle activity such as the
tourist trade ang offshore oil
exploration made their con-
tribution {o the growth of the
GNP, the principal engine of
growth was the rapid expan-
sion of export-oriented manu-
facturing industries. This led
‘o substantial investment,
principally irom foreign
SOUTCESs.

The first lesson we learned
s that forelgn  investment
capital, especially by multi-
natipnal corporations, brings
with it the advantagzes of
£now-how, established pro-
ducts with world repute and
markets.

This lasp factor is of gpe
szl imporfance o Singapore.
Finanlce ang foreign exchange
Bave been minor considera-
“ons as we are short of
aeither,

Where industry produces
for the domestic market and
T eXports, We learn that
FeI-fagemness in the  early
FEars led to unnecessary gene-
in the way of ihcen-
Where the domestie
< can be secured by
i6cal production should
owned by nationals
i€ case of complex pro-
‘zable national equity
SaTrT ion should bs in-
Eslad upon,

cessaly. however, to
ainst the dangers of
s—==Tng monopolistic pri-
Ti===s  Whers market size
Zif=s thls unavoidable, the
===jrise should be kept
oo cont

Son’s v
SmSemrises that develop natu.
S E=seemres. such sz mining
g Sarescrr

S S meeniives to Invest-
=S =rantives nre im-

portant but not deecisive. Tax
nolidays on profits do not
mean much when the pros-
becis for earning profits do
not logk good. Factors that
will enhance profits are just
85 important as incentiyes,

In thig respect, developing
counfries offer prospective in-
vestors the advantage of low
wages., But low wages also
can be overplayed as a pro-
motional point, If low wages
are accompanied by low pro-
ductivity, poor training poten-
tial, irresponsibla work habits,
boor labour-management reld-
tions, insistence on employ-
ment quotas for nationals or
special groups of nationals,
they do not add up to an
attractive package, It —is
therefore, important to look
into the quality of labour
supply as well as its price.

As Important as physical
Infra-structure are the intan-
gibles. A congenial living en-
vironment is necessary for big
veniures that have to he
staffed with large numbers of
expatriabe management and
Iechnical staff. This means
not only decent houses,
health, plumbing and sanita-
tion services, but also personal
security in the form of law
and order. Schools for their
children must also be pro-
vided,

Important elements in the
fnfra-structure of intangibles
Include a proper legal system
and a good supply of accoun-
tants. Modern husiness can-
not function well without
lawyers and accountants,

Another point on which we
find foreign investors lay great
emphasis iz the predictability
of the government, When
people start an enterprise in
a foreign country, not only
are the business risks much
larger than in the investor's

home environment, but also -

meny kinds of unfamiliar pro-
blems have to he tackled—en-
gagement of an unfamillar
work force including lower
and middle level sunervisory
and management staff from
lIocal gources, complying with
local laws and  customs—all
these added to the normal-
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risks and uncertainties of
business,

If, in uddition, the govern-
ment’s policy and conduct are
unpredictable, it becomes im-
possible for the investor to
make dependable forecasts for
the future, It is therefore ne-
cessary for government policy
and practice to be consisient
predictable and rational.

Furfher, gavernments must
develop a repute for keening
their word, of honouring com-
mitments and discharging ex-
pected obligations, Anything
less would seriously gampen
investor enthusiasm,

In singapore we found that
the best fiscal and monetary
policy to underpin a major
investment promotion effort
is g0 turn a deaf ear to the
seductive appeals of the New
Economics, which preaches
that sconomic growth can he
achieved by over-spending and
manipulating the supply of
money.

We also foung that the old-
fashioned conservative policy
of balancing the government
budget—in fact budgeting for
a substantial surplus to finance
deyelopment expenditure—pro-
duces the best results in the
long run. -

The government through
the EDB and the Davelop-
ment Bank, invests heavily {n
business enterprises, usually
as a minorify shareholder, But
we make it a point when an
investment turns sour never to
throw good money after had.

The final lesson we learned
is that investment promotion
is a lengthy proposition. We
had little to show for six
years of sirenuous effort, large
sSumlg 0f money expehded and
our deployment of the most
talented personnel we could
fing.

Buy thers is an inner dyna-
mic in industrial growth that
wil]l generously respond to
patient,  sustained realistic
and rational endeavour. This
Is the message of hope that

- Singapore brings to geveloping

countries,

(Condensed from “Horlzons®?,
Manila)
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STANLEY SURAWEERA tells of the days —

DU‘RING the British re-
gimg taxes were levied
on cinnamon, coconuts and
cotton: on threat  timber
and trees; on cattle, grain
and ghee.

The British also claimed
TeTits on arrack and toddy
and tooks their share of the
fish and {urtles caught iR
the sea. Lands and houses
were not exempt., They
even taxed our gemming
and cock fighling,

The returns cbiaified by
them for the three pearl-
fisheries from 1796 to
1768 alane totalled
£306,000. .

If they had stopped &t
that no one would have
grumb'ed, but they went all
oub and also taxed out
\'!ngﬁ“-

The word “joy” used In
this context is not an ENg-
lish word, It is a derivation

from the Portuguese word
Joie? (sometimes  called
“joias”), And according to
Arur Berfolacel, a writer
of that period, “It meant
i1 the vulgar Portuguese of
Ceylon, jewellery or frin-
kets”,

This meant that the Bri-
tish, who were reaping a
good harvest by taxation on
the mnocessiiies of life, had
now turfad to luxuries. The
man responsiple was none
o‘her than a thiriy-four-
year-old bachelor, the first
resident Governor of Brl
Lanka — the Hon. Freder-
dick North, son of the
Barl of Guildford, then
Prime Mnister in the
Government of King
George III.

He brought out his piece
of jegislaiure om April 1,
1800, with a proclamation
which read:—

“Whereas it Is our wish
that the coniribution
necessary for the main-
tenance of the State should
fall as iightly on the people

of these settlements, and
be levied ra-her upoll
luxuries tha® upon the
necessities of life, we are
determined to farm out a
fax c¢cn j0oys and orfla-
ment®s...."”

Of course, the Governor
expected the rocr prole-
tariat in this newly foundd
ed Crown colony kbowing
that this tax fell mainly.
on the reactionary bureau-
crais, to acclaim his action
with glee. It did nct take
long for him (o know that
he had made an error. He
had made his first mistake.

According to the joy tax
every person irrespective of
sex or age had to take out
an annual licetice in case
he or she wanied to wear
aly Jjewels or ornaments
made out of “gold, silver,
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or other meial, stole,
pear], ivory, glass, chamk
or bone.

What came under this
rile were those that wers
fasteried cn any part of
the visible human bbodes
or affixed to ouier clothes.
Comns, jewels, trinkets,
¢'c., carried upon the per-
son In a bag, purse or
eloth wers exempt, in
other words, the tax had
on'y to be pald by those
who displayed any sorf of
embsllishment in a public
place.

Women of Sri Lanks have
been used +{o the habit
tand most of them still de)
of wearing valuable or
costume Jewellery, They
¢ame under the heel of this
tax, IR caste-bsund Aslan
societies, badges wers neces-
Lary to distinguish one per-
son from another. They
were taxed, too.

It was cusiomary £ o r
well-'o-do men 0 Wear
circular combs on the top
‘ot thelr heads, This was &
relic from * Por.uguese
times, The Goyernor held
that these combs also came
uider taxation,

However, the annual
licence was half rix-dollar
for a woman, while it was
double that for & man.
S'aves were exempi from
taxacion and S0 were gov-
enment officia's who
were compelled by law to
wear ornaments omn  thelr
coats as badges of office.

The Governor, in spite of
havinz been bori into a
small Eaglish family,
allowed a comprehensive
licence to any head of &
large family to pay down
two rix dollars each year
to cover the use of “joys”
for his entire household,
without exception.
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Even in the colonfes, the
Britlsh  maintained  that
gveryone’s home was his
castle, Tax colleciors,
therefore, had specific ins-
tructions Never to enter &
human habitaiion for the
coli=etion of these duss.
MMen, specially trained in
snis art, had been brought
oul from the Malabar Coast
in.  Souh India and the
collector's office came to be
kmown in the Hindus ani
word of “cutcherry.” That
word 1s sl with us, but
in an Anglised form, for
ey government depari-
men'a are now retained in
& “kachcheri ™

Yet this tax, which on
the face of it seemed quite
innocuous, met wih unex-
pected oppo&tion Punny as
i may seem, it was the less
fortunate Sinhalese who
Tebeled against it, claum-
ing ikal the tax was un-
just and inequitable,

And jt soonl became &
bane to feminine oduca-
tion,

Parents of schoolgolng
girls, unable to pay the
tax for reasons peyond
thelr conirol, preferred to
keep their daughters at
home than be laughed at
on the gtree:s when they
waked wiihout Jevellery.

And many mall-hours
were lost when robust indl-
viduals stayed indsors wich-

out going for work to ke .

away from the public gasze
in the nudity sans their
head-combs|

The Governor met the
seccmd diffieulty by amend-
inz the law by & new pro-
clamaticn. He  exempled
comhs made otily out of
horn from his joy tax. And
the workers were back at
their jobs.

All the time money was
com, Dz in. The nett annual
tax so gathered during
1800 to 1805 averaged as
high as 100,000 rix dollars-
After Governor North was
recal ed, hils place w a2 s

taken by “that rough des-
£, 8ir Thomas Maiiland.
He soon discontinued the

P oy
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ecollection of this tax 1n
the Sinhala-speaking areas
but continued to levy |t
within: the Jaffnag Fenit.
sula and in certain parts of
the Eastern Province.

The tax thus continued
o sncwhall for a full
tweniy-five years 4ill 1325,
when during the fenure of
office of the fifth Gover-
nor of this country, the
great roadmaking Sir Ed-
ward Barlles, it w a 8
abolished for ever.

Trus, Sir Edward brought
in something that might be
considered worse — the
capitation tax. Aecord-
ing to it, every male whe
had reached ibe age of
fifteen years TLiad to pay a
‘poll tax of ona rix dollar
eacll year.

Buf the men and wo-
men of fashion of Sri Lan-
ka were now 1ot so un-
happy. After all, they could
now wear their jewellery
and ornamen:s at all times
of the day and night In
public without the payment

of any tax,
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The creative writer

'HO is a creative writer?

an artist forms his picture
with brush, paint and canvas,
He forms it ouf of his ima-
gination, from an  impres-
sion or from @& scene directly
hetore his eyes, But whether
he re-creates & sulset of
paints the portrait of an lma-
ginary girl ghere will be some-
thing of himself in his crea-
tion. He will paint as he sees,

Thig is not quite the same
thing as when @ camera clicks
and records s scene or- a per-
son. The camera makes no at-
tempt to create, Tt only repro-
duces a carbon copy of the
original,

Like the artist, the writer
creates a piece of writing: be
it @ story, a poem, & sketch
or an articie. Only he does not

use paint and canvas but

ink and paper or, If he is
lucky enough, a typewriter
He will create with words agﬂ.d
what he creates will, again,
come from what he has seen
or heard, from his imagina-
tion or what he has experl-
enced himself,

Some people may say: "A
writer should write only about
what he has experienced him-
self or what he has witnessed
at firsthand’ This need not
necessarily he so.

Take, for example, Ernest
Hemingway, He wrote largely
around his personal experien-
ces. He wrote of his experi-
ence in the Ifalian Army and
about his adventures on safari
in Africa.

-Against this, take a Writer
like Stephen Crane, who wrote
a masterplece on  fthe Civil
War, It wag called “The Red
Badge of Courzge” snd when
one reads through this book
one will get the feeling that
Crane wag mmfimately involved
in the war, But the truth was
that he had mnever been In
battle,

It is frue that we learn
about life through  our own

senses. We  experience hest
fhrough seeing, touching,
tasting, hearing and feeling
But if we are sensitive, im-
pressionable and imaginative
we can also absorb life effecti-
vely enough through listening
to people, observing, feeling
for them kK We can absorb life
agnin  through newspapers,
radio, television, the theatre
A historical mnovel, for ins
fance, is created piurely from
research into the past, Upon
whatever facts a writer ga-
therg his Imagination builds
dnd creates, bringing the rea-
der to believe that the past
has become the present, at

least while he reads the hook,

But supposing someone just
oeginning to write is asked to
use a personal experience. He

up excuses for mother to send
teacher to help them through
the day ahead, What about
a headache that prevented
the completion of a maths
assignment?

And then there are the peo-
ple the writer keeps meeting
on the daily bus to work,
Surely, among them, there
must be ome he could write
about?

A creative writer is sin-

cere, full of feeling and sym-

pathy for his characters. At.

the same time he knows he
cannot sit back and wait for
the light bulb of inspiration
to flash in his face, He is not
a genius but only & person
who s inspireq by an idea or
a person he meets or an inei-
dent, But this inspiration is

By PUNYAKANTE

WIJENAIKE

might say that nothing excli-
ing has happened to him. Un-
like Ernest Hemingway, he
has not served in the ammy,
been on safari, or if the wrl-
ter be @ woman, never won a
beauty contest, But some of
the best stories in the world
have been ¢reated around @
humdrum, daily problem of
life, or around a simple, nor-
ma] character,

The writer could start with
a few lines about what hap-
pens every imorning at his
breakfast table. If he is nof
wrapped up in his newspaper,
he would notice, perhaps,
that his wife Is mechanieally
going ahout her chore of
pouring the fea while her
thoughts are elsewhere What
is she dreaming of? A new
frock for the little one, how
to find a pound of sugar or
going on vacation to World’s
End with her secret lover?
And what about the kids who
eat with frowning brows?
Doubtless they are thinking
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only the heginning, the spark .

that sets off his creative
power, He cannot sit back
and let ingpiration work for
him. He has to build up
around what  inspired him,
That is why some writers
carry little notebooks around
with them, If they are full of
plots, characters, ideas, he
does not have to wait to meet
with inspiration,

The modern creative writer
need not depend on plot to
create a piece of writing, A
story can stand very well on
a theme, a character, a mood
Sometimes a problem need
not present a solution either,
Often problems of life offer no
solution except acceptance of
the inevitable,

The creative ‘writer in Sri
Lanka, writing in the English
language, has the added prob-
lem of creating an idom suited
to the local scene, But that
is a challenge, I am certain,
he cannot fail to meet.
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SHE was thelr only gitl—the
apple of their eye, They
simply doted on her, Now ghe
Was golug on twenty-three and
to be"marrled in a few days.
Manel was fortunate, her
many relations told her, to
have szueh fond gand loving
parents,
1t had heen a hecilc day—
the day before bher wedding

day, oanel bad veen up pe’

fore five in the uorning and
1OW she was piain twed, The
straln was beginning to tell
on her. She had Kepg her
dppointment with the Thair-
dresser, She bhad checked on
her outflt that was getiing its
fnishing touches from the
seamsiress at Nugegoda,

Bug it wasn't the work that
was getling at her, Mane] was
Sure of that, Her ming was
in a whirl. The bustle and
noise of scremming children
and happy people didn't give
her a chanee to siy down and
sort iy out in her head, And
she hag to kEnow it now—
before she became Anil's wife
in the morning, She stumbled
half-dazed through the crowd
end inte her room, She holted
the door engd fell on her bed,
sobbing.

Why did it have to happen
on her wedding eve, she won-
dered, Why did it have to
spoll this happlest day of her
life, which was barely & night’s
rest from now?

Why did she ask mother to
see all those teleerams and
letfers? Couldn’t Mother have
given them to her after she
returned from her honeymoon?
But it wasn't Mother’s faulf,
It was Manel who had asked
lo see the whole lot, and
Mother had given her the
gllack-ehcrny box without think-

g-

Slowly she removed the let-
ter from inside her bilouss,
where she hag hidden it when
she took it out from the black
epony hox, 8She placed it on
her bed =and began to
straighten the creases from
the envelope. Bhe did it
mechanically,

Her mofher’s name was
written neatly on the cream-
coloured envelope. She opened
it again, Inside was another
envelopeg with the word “con-

i

Wedding eve

fidentinl?’ printed jat the top,
Sie ppened this, 09, and took
the letter out., For the third
time now she began to read it
—VEery, very slowly, this time,
Dear Mrs. Jayasinghe

We were very happy- Lo
recelve your invitation to
Manel's wedding, Indeed,
we wele amiazed to find that
our little girl had grown up
%0 soon, And now she 1§
getting married How gime
flies| Unifortunately, we'do
not know the young man.
But to say the least, judg-
Ing frem what you have
written fo us from time to
time concerning Manel he
must be & lucky man to find
a girl like her,

Of course, I'll have io

happy sand joyous life

me
Sineerely,
HELEN PERERA.

Manel asat still, locking at
the ceiling, Then she put the
letter back and locked it in her
almirah. Suddenly she heard
Mother’s voice: “Manel, dar-
ling, why aren't you asleep
yei? Put the light cut and go
to bed at once'”

Bhe listened for a while to
the admonishing, vet gentle
tone of Mother’s voice, She
recognised in it the tenderness
of a mother’s love ang con-
cern, Suddenly she felt ghe
would like to rush out =and
threw hersel! on Mother, hug
her and cry her heart oug on

Short stery

By CLARENCE ABAYAKOON

disappoint you ggain. And
for tie sameg reason that 1
relused earlier, to attend
Manel's coming of age and
her twenty-first birthday,
As I told you then, it would
have so0 broken my heart
watching her growing up
that I refused to see her all
these years, It would break
my heart even if I saw her
niow, on her wedding day.
It will be so much befter
for hoth of us if we did not
meet, After all, she was
only twe months and she
wouldn't remembsr, any-
way. And frankly I cannot,
for all my aching heart,
now even remember her
myself.

But you have been so
gracious and kind, looking
after her and giving her all
the comfortg that I, in my
boverty, could never have
afforded, So let things be
as they are, for the present.
Tl not forget to pray for
them, And I wish them a
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fher shoulder, But there were
50 many people in that room
that she restraineg Therself.
“¥es Mother,” she gaid obe-
diently, “I was going to put
the light out”,

A sudden calmness and re
slgnafion had come over her
after she heard Mother's
soothing voice. She went
calmly tg her bed and removed
the coverlet, Now she® had
found g solution to all her pro-
blems, Suddenly, she thought
it wasn’t important to fingd out,
8Bhe knew who mother was
And she dldn't want any other.

A strange sleepiness was
beginning to crawl over her
and she felt tired She tip-
toed to the switch angd flicked
the light off. Then she seram-
bled to her bed gratefully, This
was a perfect wedding eve, she
thought, sieepily  Tomorrow
shie would be Anil's wife. Ang
suddenly, nothing else mat-
tered to her,

(Al characters fictitious).

Please kiss my daughter for -

=



3

i

First in field of textiles

UNTIL fecessity mothered

industrial producticm in
the nineteen sixties the Wel-
lawatte Spinaing and Weav-
ing Mill was a lonely pioneer
in the industrial sector,

Its glant chimney billowed
fumes monotonously infto the
aky and for gsnerations its
time sirens regulated the lves
of all who Hved in the

vicinity.
Today Brl Lanka exports
textiles The Wellawatte

Spinning and Weaving Miil,
the first In the field of tex-
tiles here, commenced produc-
tlon in 1888 at & fime when
anything loeally produced
wag regarded as declasse.

The firm was actually com-
menced by Bir Williatn Mit.-
chell but In the following
year he sold it to Mr. Ahmed-
bhoy Hablbhoy, g lesding
member of the Khoja com-
munity from Bonibay, :

At the commencement the
gpinning plant consisted of
9.600 spindles capable of turn.
ing out 4000 yards a day. It
also had a weaving shed with
234 looms with a daily out-
put of 3,000 pounds of yarn
or 14,000 vards of cloth.

It was after Mr. E. 8 Cap-
tain became the manager of
the mills that it was consi-
derably reorganised and in
1522 the Governor, S8ir William
Manning, opened the enlarg-
ed ang modernised factory.

The extended premises in-
cluded a completely new mill
which had 11,000 spindles
capable of producing 6,000
pounds of yarn each day. The
weaving shed had been en-
larged to produce 4,500
pounds, or 20.000 yards, of
cloth. The combined ouiput
was thus 10,000 pounds of
yarn, or 34000 yvards of cloth

The new mill had a waste
plant for production of coarse
varn looms for mekine check
cloth llke sarongs and cam.
bova and machines for mak-
ing Turkish towels.

With the exception of some
bales of texfiles sold in India
all the company’s other pro-
ducts were sold in Lanka.
The labour force, which had
up to then been 1,200, was in-
creased to 2,000 after the new
machinery was installed in
1822, and flve blocks of houses
were bullt to  provide homes
on the worksite — for the
workers.

Even at this stage the com-
pany was agalnst dependence
on other countries for its raw
materials. It felt that all the
cotton required fpr its re-
guirements could be grown
locally and tried to interest
the Government in cotton
cultivation but without suc-
CREE.

The company had discus

slons with Mr. 5, M. Burrows,
who was Goveramenf Agent
at Matale, and even provided
funds for cotton growing, but
the official reaction was luke-
Warin.

While the plans for growing
colton locally were unsuccess—
ful the compally’s new plant
and machifery enabled the
production of textiles of =
much better guality than had
been produced earlier.

Ezger buvers came to ths
mili premises to purchase
textiles and in order to afford
customers an opportunity te
examineg the wide range of
textiles produced at the mill
the first retail sales outlet a®
Manning Manlgions was opsn-

ed.
D M

A hisiory of the
safety-match industry

in Sri Lanka

N the article on the Hewa-
vitaranas' role as pic-
neers of industry in  the
October issue of this journal,
I referred to the fact that
the Sri Lanks firm's attempt to
break into the safety match
industry was hindered by =&
8Bwedish firm,

I have since recelved addi-
tional informstion on this
subject from  Mr, “Alibhoy
Carimjee of Allbhoy Carimjee
and Co. of Reclamation Road,
Colombo.

Mr. Carimjee showed me
Vol 42 No. 17 of “The Search-
Heht?” (September  1983),
which contains an outlite of
the  Thistory of the safely
match industry in Srl Lanka.
According to this article the
first Ceylonese who embarked
on the  enterprise of match
making in 8ri Lanks was the
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late G, C, Gonsalves, who 1s
described as “the well known
pyrotéchnist of Kotahena'’.

He produced matches which
were put on sale as the
“Lighthouse”  brand. The
boxes were made out of card-
board veneered wood, and the
matches were also made of
cardhoard, DBoxes were firsé
sold at three cents each atd
later at two for five cents.

Mr. Gonsalves' matches
could not, however, stand up
to competition from Chins
and Japan.

It was at this stage thst
the ‘“Three Stars” made in
Sweden became popular in
Ceylon,

According to the writer In
“The Searchlight", a8 Swe-
dishh merchant called on the
late Carimjee Jafferjee and

(Continued oo Page 47)
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First in the field
of textiles

(Continued from Page 46)

offered Liim the agency for
“Three Btars”. Mr Jaflerjee
introduced this merchant fo
Mr. A, S8hwarsz of Volkart Bros
and it was agreed that Vol-
kart’s wouid become the
agents for “Three Stars”,
wkile Mr, Jafferjee would en-
joy distribution rights.

In 1911 or 1812 the late Dr,
O, A. Hewavitarana, who had
sent two young men to learn
matech manufacture in Japal,

to “Thres Stors”

The stage waz now set for
infense businesg rivalry,

Dr. Hewavitarafa formed =a
limited liability company to
promote the < szles of his
matzhes, He was assisted in
his efforts by his brothers,
the Anagarika Dharmapals,
Edmund and Simon and his
brother-in-law, Mr,= Jacob
Moonesinghe, Amollg “out-
siders” who helped him were
the Senanayake brothers,

&7

headed by =& safety-match
magnate Ereuger, who was
popularly kiown as “King
Kreuger” and he crippled the
local concern by selling  his
matches at one cent a hox, or
10 cents for a packet of 12

The local company could not
stand up ito the Swedish com-
petition and sold a controll-
ing ingerest, or 51 per cent of
the shares to the Swedish
concern.

Among other Srl Lanke pio-
neers in  the match making
industry were My, 5. M. Naya-
gam who made “Thres Bowls"
matches and Mr, H, E. P. de

equipped s factory at De Fol- FR, D.C_std DS Mr, N. D. Mel, who started  “Lanka
seka Road, Bambalapitiya, 8, de 8ilva, Mr. A. B, Gomes, tight”.
gnd started the manufacture and Mr. D. I. Wijewardene _
of “Three Gems” as 3 rival The fwedish concern was D 73, B
Buried treasure
4 you secure three coples of the new translatton of the New Testament for mer'™

requested a tribal worker of an Asian country,

“The edition ls almost sold out”, replied the misslonary friend. ‘“Why do jou

nesd three copies?”

“One for my use now,

{1Tnited Ribla Societics)

* *

sne for my family and ons fo bury for fufure uze.”

= = = =
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Want to be healthy? Go underground!

F‘CE 1684, patients have found relief in the salubricus salf air of & smaller faellity
in the mipe. A Polish doctor actidentally discovered the curalive powers of the
mines whes he noted that salt miners had a very low incidencs of bronchial complaints.

Salt miners at Retsof, New York, report a similar experionce For years they have
sald, a spell in the bracing underground air was a sure cure for colds, asthma, and
hangovers —(‘Natlonal Geographic News Bulletin”).
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The sea anemone
— architect of
the human hand?

ODAY the physical and
| mechanical sciences have
called fop the greatest atten-
tion. Man is more occupied
In building implements for the
destruction of life than with
thie problems of life itself,

; Man's mppearance is probh-
ably no accident. I is g long
atory. Man is man because of
hls brain, The human brain
has come & long way since
the sea anemone

Man is a grasping animal
From an evolutionary aspect
our hands, when we became
bipads, were relieveg ifom the
duty of locomotion and were
then free to develop into more
useful instruments, to per-
form many new kinds of func
tions such as twisting throw-
ing, eutching, ete.

The hands, as eyeryone will,
I am sure. readily admit, are
the first, the most instinctive
and the most falthful errants
of the brain, The hands and
fingers cbey instinctively the
moment the brain awakes to
the expression of any motion,
The hamds are more directly
at the service of the prain
than are the tongue: lips or
ihroat

The hands are our most
sensitive members. They are
used as substitutes for ears
by the deaf, in the place of
eves by f{he blind and as make-
shifts for the tongue by the
dumpb, -

As the mest aetive parts of
the entire bhody, the hands
need extra brain space and
provide s striking example of
the close interworkings of
nerve and musele  The braln
controls thirty gifferent joints
and more than fifty muscles
for each hand. From a soclal
standpoing, te  the
worker the funetioning of this
valued member is of great im-
bortance for his very livell
food.

Man’s hands have kept tha
ancient five digite of the first

tetrapods and the mammalian
three free segments of each
‘finger except the thumb,

The functions of the hand
depend greatly on the thumb’s
mobility, It is this VEry pos-
session of the thumb which
mainly  differentiates man
from his closest ancestor, the
anthropoig ape, :

In the hand of a chimpanzes,
which is the nearest approach
to & human being, the thumb
Is smali and badly formed, its
nail phalange barely reaching
to the base of the first filger.
The deduction, therefore, is
that the longer and better
formed the thumb. the more
man hag developed beyond the
bruts creation,

By RANJIT
MANAWADU

manual,

In the hands of people who
are dying—when the brain has
ceased to act—bthe thumb, no
longer owning a master, falls
helplessly inwards across the
palm, In medical science there
are many proofs of the im-
portance of the thumb, and
the most striking of all is what
Is known as the ‘“thumb
cemire” of the brain,

The palm of the hand con-
Bains the largest nignber of
neérves which are directly con-
nected With the brain.  ‘The

" hands of neryous people are

full of mixed and -intercepted
lines. The lines on the palm
are nop made by work, pig
they are made by work, @&
Seamsiress  should logically
have more lines on her palm
than the soclety woman of
lefsure

Every portion of the braln,
like every other living organ-
ism, is in 8 continual state of
evolution and ehange, It 1s

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

reasonable to  assume thas
these changes must alter and
affect the brain cells and,
through the nervous system,
the entire body, especially
those to the lines of the hand,

Early nervous systems deve.
loped in strand-patters like
the anemone, The gea ane-
mone is an  animal which
fastens itself to rocks and
looks something like a fower.
It extends its finger-like ten-
facles fo catch the food float-
ing past. It has the simplest
Dervous system known,

The brain, heart, kidneys,
intestines. et¢, which are parts
of the human body, reached
their present stage of develop.
ment through an evolutionary
process Thelr gppearance is
not aceidental, There is no
doubt that the primitive beings
(espeelally invertebratesy may
nof have had such developed
and complicateq organs,

Amone animals, such az -
paramecium amoeba, hydra,
anemone, obelin, ete, the
amoeha and paramecium be
long to the acellular arouD
{profozoa), Thouch both be-
long to ths acellular groups,
the parameclum is 3 more
advanced being than the
amoeba, Though the para-
mecium  does not possess &
“mouth”, it possesses some
kingd of opening while there is
& particular path (cyclosis)
for the food to pass through
its body.

Cannot this process be com-
bared with that of the alimen-
tary eanal svstem in developed
beings such as man?

The hydra and the anemong
show special skill in captur-
Ing their prey, Their ten-
tacles help them to carry out
the function They ara stmi.
lar to our fingers. Though
thess types do mok DOSEESS
hands it is seen that they have
made efforts to performy fune
Hons similar to that of the
human hand,

We have an idea of the rela.
tonship that exists between
the hand and the brain, The
origin of the nervous system.
00, has some definite ralation-
ship with the sea anemone.
Cannot we then come o the
theoretical conclusion that the
anemone is the architect of
the foundations for the pre-
sent human hand?

L ——————
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Hypnosis

| has come

of age

‘,V;HAT the hypnotherapist
seeks to de  is to dull
the subject’s pain senses or
the ego in order o allow re-
pressed material to appear in
consciousness, so thag  they
would no longer consitute a
threat tg the ego, Thus the
energy Wwhich it formerly
used is transferred to mole
useful funectiong for the pati-
ent’s well-being.

By dulling the pain senses
the hypnotherapist can
prohe the unconsclous
wherein buried deep lie con-
flicts or causes that give rise
to or manifest themselves in a
series of [linesses ang suffe-
ring, The revival of hypnosis
has meang to these sufferers
a newer and less expensive
but effective means of unders-
tanding their deeper emotio-
nal troubles, which produce
functional illness or psycho-
matic illness, that are part of
the stress and strain  of
modern living.

Today, hypnosis is aceepted
more seriously by medieal
men in many countries and
fer a century of research
to its curative aspects 1t
now pecome a majol cura-
ve tool not only for persona-
lity disorders but also for
cerfain physical malfunections
2 smotional origin,

For example, a paralysis
of the limb is often the

s=sult of some  psychologl-
=2! disorder for which no
prge nice explanation

can be feund, In such cases
hypnpsis can demonstrate
to the patient how  his
mind ean confrol his body
to banish the paralysis, for
one of the most remarkable
things about the mind ig its
relationship to the body — (o
cause or to cure illness.

There are g number of coln-
plaints That mimic real orga-
nic disease which are nervous
in origin and no phuman heing
is immune to such effects.

They include palpitation, dif- -
ficult breathing and chest

pain,

Hypnosis can be helpful

49

Today, hypnotism 18 used
frequently in dentistry, obste-
trics, gynaecology ang derma-
tology and, more recently, in
the treatment of neurasthe-
nia, anxiety states, anxleby
hysteria, hysteria, obsesslonal
neurosis, alcoholism, excessive
smoking, sex peryversions, im-
potence, bed-wefting, stamme-
ring, Dblushing, stage-fright,
insomnia, nail-biting, habit
spasm, duadenal ulcers, car-
diespasm, migraine, asthma,
rheumatiod arthritis to name”
4 few from a ever increasing
list,

If hypnosis is still assoclat-
ed with magle and mystery.
it, is due to more than one pad
reason, Firstly there is the
stage hypnotist who musf im-
press his audience that his
magical powers can  make
anyone do  anything at his
bidding, and so on, buf no
one would ever wang o
feel that curative hypnosis
is no meore fit a subject for
the stage than is medicine or
surgery, Stage hypnosis, besl-
des giving the public an en-
tiraly misleading idea of the
subject, is the wrong type
for curative purposes and
could be dangerous.

Secondly, many doctors
know that as a result the pub-
lie regard hyphotism with
suspicion and feel that {hey
run the risk of professional

By DR. ADOLPHE A. JASON

even in a case of angina pec-
toris, where the doctor will

preseribe a regimen of medi-

cine, rest and diet and the
patient is told to avoid worry,
But how to aveid worry and
be calm is the problem, when
the patient Is informegq and
has to live witp the convie-
flon that he is liable to drop
dead any moment Actually,
in cases of heart disease, fear
and worry could predispose
and bring about a fatal at-
tack. Hypnosis can in such
cases help remove fear and
anxiety and make the patient
sasler in mind. Thus it can
assist the usual medical ap-
roach and help obtaln the

best results
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suicide by suggesting such an
unorthodox method of healing
so that when g patient asks,
“shall I try hypnosis?” the
dottor renlies “Oh no, I doll't
know anything about it, It is
dangerous,”

Thirdly, ignorance borne
out of foolishness prompis
people to scoff at hypnosis and
deride its usefulness — like
the French physiclan and sci-
entist, who to his dying day
maintained that the telephone
was g ventrilogquist's trick and
the photograph a fraud,
Meanwhile, hypnosis works
wonders and it hag proved its
usefulness in education, medi-
cine and psychology.
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q{:EI\'E Ths busiling Nuge-
- goda main bus station
on a Saturday morning,

TIME: Ahouf 10 o'clock.

It had bpeen a rather frus-
ing morning.

To begin with, to get to
Maharagama from my home
in Dehiwalas involves me in a
hit of an expedifion. First I
have to tramp across to  the
half by the Municipal Coun-
eil Ofice, a distance of about
a quarter of a mile, where 1
have to kick my heels for
about a quarter of an hour
unfil a No. 118 trundles along
to convey me — in God's goad
time and at the driver’s plea-
sure — fo Nugegoda junction
on the High Level Road.

As T told you, my destina-
tion was Mgaharagama, fo I
hopped off the Nugegoda bus

By
GORDON
TYTLER

and toddled across the High
Level Road and — after an-
other indecent time-lapse —
managed to claw my way
integ a bus houng for Msaha-
Tagama.

I said it had been a frus-
trafing morning. The reasoll
was that, after all this effort
and expended sweat, my pal
wasn't at home! I had for-
gottenn that, unlike me, my
friend worked a 5% ingtead of
a b-day week.

What to do?

What else, sifice It was the
day before pay-day and the
coffers were rather hollow-
sounding, ruling out a visit to
the mnearest pub to find so-
lace in a bottle of beer, but
to turn around ahd go straight
back home!

go that was now I found
mraelf back at the Nugegods

tr:

main bus station at 10
o'clock of a swellering Satur-
day morning, waiting for the
118, .. ,and waiting. .. .and
waiting... .,

Drip, drip, drip: some liquid
was steadily dropping, like
Shakespeare’s. proverbial guali-
ty of mercy — TNowever, not
{from the heavens but from
the tip of my nose — on to
my: upper lip,

Putting out a rentative
tongue, T tasted — sall-

S0 there I stood, sipping
my own sweab, and waiting,

Jand waiting, Tor the bus that

seemed never likely to pub In
SN appearance,

In the interim, I looked
around — one must do some-
thing, no? — and surveyed
the populace about me; fel-
Tow-sufferere, s couple of in-
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different bus conduetors, and
the usual motley collection of
bums, beggars and other
broken-down characters who
generally infest bus stations,

It was then that I noticed
this particular begger.

Now heggars, as you know,
are, as & rule, whining, =sni-
velling peings; grovelling and,
well — pegging—for a few
cents for the inevitable “pahn
kellak” or “tey ekkak.”

But there was nothing sub-
seryient about this old-geezer!

Clad in a grubby sarveng
ang a khakl coat that must

once have graced the braw-

ny shoulders of a police ins-
pector, he had about him an
air of authority,
Clearly, in that rag-tag-and.
bobtail band, he stood out:
e was the leader, the boss.
When I first neticed him
the queue wasn’t all that
long. He seemed fto think so,
too, as he ran a practised eye
over his prospective’ patrons.
Declding that it was a bit
too early to go “on duty”, he
turned to one of his under-
lings and, {ishing out five
cents from a pocket of his
threadbare khaki coat, told
the man to get him a chew of
betel.

The old boy was pretty
specific about his order, “Mind
you", he told his side-kKiok
firmly in Sinhala, “see that
you gef a good portion., Maké
sure they don't give you &

tough. stalky leafl You can’t

be too careful, wyou know,
These kaday mudslalis will
cheat vou left and right if
you don't wateh ouf!*

His second-in-command
dutifully shuffled off to fulfil
the hoss’s instructions, By
this time fthe queue had
swelled somewhat, Rulnitg
his experienced eye Oover us
again, the old boy appsrent-
ly judged the time vipe to
begin business

This was the %?Lﬁ t;i; which
he really began to . ue Ime,
and m&s{n me forget the heat
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and the flies, the dust and
the dirt,

Up to this moment he had
been just atother seedy old

sod, but withal, a man who _

had & certain manner about
him, a sense of dignity des-
bite kis tattered afttire. When
ordering his chew of betel,
for instance, he had spoken
in & nermal, even peremptory,
tone. But that was all, as far
as 1 was concerned.

Now, amagzingly, his whole
manner chabiged. His should-
ers drooped, a hang-dog look
replaced  the matter-of _fact
expression I had observed
only & minute ago and, ex-
tending his rusty tin cup in
3 hand that had suddenly
started trembling, he began
in g sing-seng nasal whitie to
enumerate all kIs woes, call-
ing at the same time upon
Providence to bless all those
great-hearted souls who, out
of thelr bounty, contributed
a Httle something to help
him keep the jackal from the
door!

Halfway through thizs har-
rowing harangue, his side-

kick refurned with fhe chew

of betel,

Immediately the old man's
volce changed back again to
4 mormal piteh and intona-

tion. He questioned his assis-

tant sharply, Had he ~made

sure that he'd been given &
decent portion? Was it stalky?

Did the man at the boutigue

tiy to be shirty? Unwrapping

the chew from its newspaper

packet, he examined it close-
ly, grunted, and slpped it
into his grubby pocket,

Satisfied that all was OK he
agaln turned his attention to
the long-suffering members
of the generzl public sweating
it out on the other side of
the bus shelter — and re-
sumed his whining litany,

Now, what Feally amused
me about this whole episode
was that this Jekyll-and-
Hyde act was conducted in
fuil view, and within a
couple of feet, of the people
he was trying to convince of
kis desperate straits! I haye
never ecome across anytiing
iike 1t before,

gl

Of course, I Have séen so-
called beggars In  unguayded
moments looking (and falk-
g and acting) like any other
self-respecfing member of this
self-respecting society of ours,
but, as I seid, only in unb-
guarded moments. Never so
openly and unconcernedly!

Here was a man who, quite
obviously, looked upon what
he did as just as much a job,
& profession, a vocation —
call it what you will —
whereby one earned one's -
iiving, just like any other
working man,

In his case he was a heg-
gar — he made no bones about
it — put that did not mean
that when not “working” he
had to maintain his beggéarly
stance,

Just then the 11§ bus final-
ly shuddered up to the head
of the queue. I slipped the
peggar-chief @& coin and
climbed in.

Ag we pulled away from the
halt I heard a gruff voice say,
m & peremptory way: “Ado!
Mata beedi ekak genenl” -

Town car of the future

A TINY prototype town car,
Bbased on the Mini but
egven smaller, was unveiled at
the London Motor Show last
Month, It is calleg the Minis-
Sima and was built by a for-
mer British Levland deslgner
for his wife and family to go
shopping in

Although it is only i ff.
long — or 30 ing, shorter than
the Mini—it is a four-seater
with sforase space. Its smaller
slze and box shape enables it
to park at right angles to the
Leriy

The single door is ag the
back, The rear (passengers
face one another with their
feet in a central f{loop space;
the driver and front seat pas-

| senger can step in end out

between them

More than 60 car makers
from 13 countries are showing
over 400 cars at this year’s
show, at Earls Coutt, London.

Britain’s hig four manu.-
facturers all announced major
model and implovellent ghan-
ges, British reyland's Austin
Morris Allegro made its Lon-
don Show debut. The product
of £21 million worth of plant
angd desion development, the
Allegro range of 12 cars spear-
heads Leyland’s attack on the
European family saloon mar-
ket in the nest few years,

Rover has the 2200 range,
baseq on the suceessful 2000.
The Triumph 1500, now with
rear wheel drive, offers auto-
matic drive for the first time.

A two-door fixed-head coupe
is included in & new genera-
tion of Jaguar and Dahmler
XJ saloons — the Series Two
Range Rover's lightweight V-8
engine has been failoved to fit
8,120 mph version of the NGB
GT, Triumph says the Dolo-
mite has more power and
there Is a new 1500 TC model,

Vauxhall Motors, which has
just announced a £53 million
two-year expansion plan in-
troduces new 100 mph Magnim
maodels based on the Viva and
Frenza ranges.

A revised version of the
Cortina, Britain’s best-selling
car, is featured by Fords,
while the specialisy manufac-
turer AC unvelils a three-litre
mid-engine sports car to suec-
ceed the Cobra, — (BIS).
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N_AGALINGAM ETHIR-
VEERASINGHAM—it’s a
name of & tal] man with big
deeds in athlefies,

He was in Sri Lanka last
month on a holiday, He Was
vigiting familiar surroundings
where he made a name.
“Ethir?, as he likes to be
called, had some gooq advice
for our athletics administra-
tors,

Snid he: “Take the nationals
out of Colombo, to the pro-
vinces. Don't ¢onfine athletics
to the capital, Give the pro-
vincial sportsmen a deal and
make them part of the whole
organisation by staging athle-
tic events in different places—
like Galle, Jaffina, Anuradha-
pura, Kurunegala and Badulla
evary year”.

i o p——e

This is puiar and
has been o T
again, tle or g
has been done to make a ‘

reality, Only basketbal
hockey nationals are
regularly in the outst
thereby giving the gar 3
big boost, The basketball an i
hockey =mssociations muss
congratulated in this conmnec
tlon.

Athletics can easily be ©
to the outstations.
the Sri Lanka AAA

e

hs

" have the right to see them

obligation to the athleties be-
cause most of the champ

in recent years have been I
the oufstations, Theiyr s

action in thelr home fowns
If the Sri Lanka AAA endea-
vours to take the nationals o 2 e him,
the outstations they could vers Mogdest and simple, “Ethir”
easily find & sponsor. who left Sri Lanka about five
at apout the man Wwio ¥ ago, Is still conscious

has been saying this ever of the role he had to play as
since he won @ gold medal at a Ceylonese in putting his

the Asian Games in 19687 He eountry on the sports map.
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What about the

poor, misunderstood
*  husband ?

The men have their
great rugby controversy

fling

in the

"'PIFFLE, Marjan! Poppy-

cock ang utter balderdashi
Where do you rake up these
girls with such weird ideas?

This iz how some of the men
re-acted to my articls, “Rugby
—Womet’s Angle”, In the
October issue of “The Times
Digest?t, !

“Come off it chicks! You
can’t have it both ways"”; was
Faris’s angry outburst,

“T used to lock forward to
going to the pictures with him
on Saturday affernoon’, sald
Fawaiya, one of those girls,

“Saturday afternoon’’|

“Is she CRAZY? Did you
ever fear of any sane adull
going to the pictures on Satur-
day afternoon? Saturday
afternoon is kids’ afternoon at
the movies in most parts of
the city and the outskirts, No
partially sane adult would go
within miles of these bedlam
sessions®,

“That wipes girl-friend She-
reen, too, Can you imagine
the squawk you'd get from the
kids if Daddy asked them to
stay at home and play with
him on Safurday afternoon in-
stead of lefting them go to
the pictures”? wound up Faris,

I hag an egually hard-hit
ting note from Kingsley Pillal
Bald Kingsley: “Mumtaz de-
serves all that's coming to
her if she has the sort of
friends who like to ‘drop In'
on  Saturday afternoons.

Saturday afternoon  visitors
ought to be ghot dn sight,

Moreover, they shoulg be gt
rughby matches instead of galli-
vanting round annoying thelr
friends”

As for the sort of girl who
admits that ier boy-friend
doesn't gamble, or back horses,
or drink, or chase after women
and still compldains about his
going to a foothall mateh. ..

“S8he deserves gne of the
chaps who has all these ‘hob-

By M.B. Marjan

bies' and is conseguently too
drunk and broke to attend a
rughy mateh. andg is visiting
the girl-friend in any .case",
wrote in Rahmat.

And in a separale eommunl-

«wation he added: “Don’t the

wives think we should have a
break from the housework, the
shopping and the kids? wives
have been trumpetine that
since the vear dot, and I for
one remain  singularly un-
Impressed, It's about time
the myth of the frightfully
overworked housewife was
sguashed for all time’.
Naim jolned in on a hot
note, “Okay, I know there
are exceptions Bug I'm talk-
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ing about the average, not the
exceptions, Ang the averagé
‘overworked' housewife seems
o manage to keep abreast of
all the fashlons, all the hit
parades and everybody else's
business for a mile around—as
well as finding an afternoon or
two a week for netball hockey
or general gabfests”.

In a curt note to me on this
snowballing  confroversy, &
batch of mercantile execu-
tives had this to say: "M, B.
Marjan has guoted the girls
and their sturdy afterncon
plight from April to Septem-
ber, But what about us men-
folk? We who come home dog-
tived after a day's hard work
have to cook cur own meal
or eat something from g parcel
ordered from & nearby cafe be-
cause it's wifie’s nethall after-
ngon or tennis affernoon or
an afternoon with the girls”,

Added o couple of angry
neighbours: “The girls are
barking up the wrong tree”,

The fact is that the most
avid and neisiest fans you'll
find at any rugby mach are
women. Next time there's a
rughy match I'll take ohe of
those girl-friends and ask her
%o have a 20od look how many
of these “deserted” wives are
vight there yelling fheir lungs
out!

That s the contemporary
rugby scene, folks.

Any more bricks?
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Rugby in the sixties (2)...

Havies get the

VE linger on in 1961 try-
ing fo shake off those
intoxieating effects brought ou
by Uva'’s display against the
Havelocks at the Park In
June. i
The Havelocks realiseq that
1961 was to be their year of
death or glory for in ten long
years they had not Won the
Blue Riband of local rugby.

Despite threes defeats during
the League Tournatment
against the CR and FC, CH
and FC and Uva and a close
quarfer-final clash agalnst
Bumma Navaratnaim's CR
Bees, the Havies under Dr
Hubert Aloysius, were there
in the coveted Cup Final

To do so, they had to beat
the CH again and the All-
Eurcpean side were league
champions, This they achiev-
ed by the closest of margins
and there was  satisfaction
written all over the faces of
the fifteen Havelocks players
as they entered thely own park
grounds for the Cup Final cn
Saturday, August 11, 1961

Their opponents were mnnt
Uva but a doughty side from
Dickoya who had pipped the
Merrle Men on points average
after a hectic play-off game
in balmy Badulla

In the League Tournament,
the Havelocks, having tra-
velled to Darrawella, defeatsd
Ken McPherson’s planters by
11 points to nil In what a vete-
ran sports writer called ® ‘4
game of grang rughy where
the home side—Dickoya—car-
rled the match te the mobile
Havelocks and thereby  con-
ceded a defeat which rould
have been averted”.

The sun shone brightly (hat
Saturday afternoon with ihe
chocolate ang pink colours of
the Havelocks borrowed by
fans for shirts and shifts worn
by the men and women and
children Who packedq every
vantage point at Havelock
Park.

Dickoyva also enjoyeq their
share of crowd support when
cheering sguads from  the
totems firavelleq down those

hundred-odd miles in  puses,

lorries and anfigue cars, They
occupied the Colis' corner oi
the grounds and estate zon-
ductors and chergot-smoking
kanganies sag beside one =2n-
othey to egg the planters on.

They realised that this was
Dickoya’s firsi-ever Cup Final,
although Dimpula and Dick-
oya combined a4 few  yeals
earlier and fought oub the
Final against the CRFC.

The whiz-bang Havelocks'
back division of Maralande
and Jayatilleke in the halves
position, flankeq hy Sumana-
sekera, Israel, Naurice de
Silya ang Maurice Fair-
weather, were expecied to he
the deciding factor in .this
match,

However, none of them or
thelr ardent supporters bar-

Cup

gained for the crackerjack,
devil-may-care defence put up
by the Dickoya backs,

Each time Prankle David
won the hooking battle from
Sean Fischer and the oall
began its floating fandango to
the centres and the wings,
Dickoya’s backs flew in from all
over the park and nailed the
adversaty with telling effect.
Those who were privileged O
wateh that match are unlikely
to forget the manner in which
Maurice de Silva was reduced
to a mere ghost.

Trailing him like a blood-
houng was Ian Gunewardena,
who flew off the ground fime
after time and hit de Silva
with the stunning force of 2
sledgehammer, Hounding the
rest of the backs were Vernon
Missera, D, Madugalle and
Clive Haines, who with every
other manjack in the Dickova
team, rose gallantly to fhe
oceasgion,

after
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By AUSTIN DANIEL

fans died a thou-
see Chris Bean,
nt flanker, Ekick
jestic penalty goals,
each frem over 45 yards out
and from the corner flag, As
they curleg over the crossbar
the scorsboarg read 8—-0 in
favour of the planfers,

The Hawvelotks, Dhowever,
never despairsd. Insiead they
kept hs pressare on.  Stifiing
their mob orwards were the
heavy arm ¢ Dickoya, who

i pi : Woosnam
apd Bean
:::::.. ...Ad pun-
inte

AL
hen In the second hall
the famous Have-

with move-
car.k division

ceny them the
aich rounds
pure, un-
jos. The men who
buried the ball In éeep Dick-
oya terTitory were Palrweather
ang Sumsnsseksrs The goal
was conyerted B Een  de
Joed:

Still the Havsiocks trailed

by one &5 garkness
moved in the park. There
were two moies 0 20 and
the cups

were about o be
the game ¢

turn. PilagSisa, the UGig
Dickoys forwsard, was spled
playing-on and & penslly it

was for the -no:ss
Hushed s enveloped
the g"oq_e_ Een de Joedt
walked 1 kick the  ball
fl Om ".3 T ‘1. e moment

for the

triumphed &= the Fimal and

snatcheg ““-:- Cup t

of time the C hich they

kissed affer & vears
To achieve ¢ ur, the

Wag

4 <
wrote that ;l_se or mg‘nv Y
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WO umpires were walk-

ng into the grounds
from the pavilion. They were
followed by eleven players
staggering in with g distinet
reluctance to engage in the
task before them

The match was ftwo hours
behing schedule ang in the
pavilien the bar shutters had
to be put up to get the fiel-
ders moving on to the field
angd the umpires were given a
“pint" each to be tucked away
in their long pockets to meet
any energency.

By the wickets, the fielders
had swrounded the umpives
and an argument seemed o
be going on, The umpires, il
appeared, were undecided as
to who shoulg be initially re-
lezated fo the fortunate posi-

By M. V. MUHSIN

tion of being leg umpire Both
wanteq it with a view to g
good forty winks and none
vielded, A  suggestion that
there should he a toss up was
accepted,

Suddenly, one umpire was
lifted off hig feet by the fiel-
ders and ecarried bodily fo
sqliare leg where he was peace-
fully laid to rest

A good ten minutes had
glapsed and there were no
signs of the batsmen. In fact
nione seemed to hother as all
the fielders and both umpires
Were 1ow leisurely stretched
on the field angd dreaming into
mid-air and watching the
imaginary collection of dark
elouds,

Suddenly the umpire at the
wicket, realising thag his stay
at the wickets was being un-
necessarily prolonged, shouted
out for the batsmen who were
yet unsighted, The captain
of the fielding side was sent
{nto the pavillon to look for
thews wnd after s fu1l five

Hic wicket!

minutes, tiie batsmen
who had managed to palm off
4 tenner to the bar boy and
win the favour of a generous
helping from  the bottle of
spirits, moved spiritedly on to
the field

The two umpires had by
new got fogether and were in
animated conversation and
one could see  a little botile
being pulled out from an um-
pire’s coat, the stopper uns
crewed, and @ quick SWig
taken, Fortification they zay!

The batsman was veady to
take strike, The howler, who
hiad the helght and the colour
of a Wesley Hall and the
girth of a Milburn, took a care.
Tul forty steps from the Wic-
ket, furned and with a ery
that would have summoned
Gaddafl's  Guerillas stormed
across and hurled down g
bumper, Whatever may have
been the mental conditions of
the fielders, their fe-
flexes were collectively  ex-
cellent. All  fielders imime-
diately croucheg low, their

palms covered their heads and.

One could even sense a prayer
or two quickly being whisper-
ed for the safe deliverance of
the batsman’s soul to Lord
Almighty,

No one really saw  what
happened but the batsman
being a¢ the recelving eng of
the missile, felt 4 thud on ' this
head and quici deflection of
the ball towards the slips. One
fielder at slips who moved his
hands upwards to appeal {o
the bowler to go easy found
the ball moving towards him
and couldn’t help bubt cateh
it

It was the leg umpire who
really appealed firsy and the
lieldets joined {n chorusi

‘Out or mot out’ was the
guestion? But not before ano-
ther swig from the bottle, The
umpire surveyed the fleld
Eleven fielders againsg  two
batsmen, It's a demoeratic
countre and the will of the
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majority prevails A confident
finger went up and a wiclkst
had fallen for oo run

The flelders were jubilant 45
the batsman groggily walked
towards the pavilion and ano-
ther  emerged from it, But
this man believed that preven-
tion came before cure Wear-
ing a helmet horrowed from
a traffic cop  retiving at the
bar, the batsman advanced to-
wards the wicket, looked at it
with disgust and then moved
towards the howler, There Was
a shake of hands a movement
of something from the hats-
man’s hand fo the howler
Tha bowler looked thrilled
and took his traditlonal forty

steps from the wicket, faced
the sight sereen and  glug.,
glug, glug when the pint of
ole stuff which had been
paled off wilh compliments
of the batsman who loveq his
soul more than his team, The

Hall-Milburm combination
moved in but the delivery was
a disgrace to the very physi-
cal structure of this howler.
It was a ful] toss, The
batsman took in many cubic
Ieet of alr and swung his
bat mightily, The ball struck
sguare on the bat and like a
little birg in flight it moved
higher and higher until it got
lost in the clouds,

A tremendous cheer broke
out from the fielders. For the
ball was lost ang the umpires
Were readily ggreed to ecall off
the game on this account, Ano-
ther ball? Perhaps another
day, they said!

They all gtormed inte the
pavilion and the bar keeper
antielpating this nvasion had
Opened the doors of the
armoury,

“Ah fill the cup! For times
slipplng  'neath our feet”
they roareg as the bar keeper
rollad out the barral

o,
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The golii:

NE day durlng the rugby
foothull season of 1066, &
membper of the army rusgger
team was taken along hy =a
friend from rugby -practice to
the Royal Colombo Golf Club
for a drnk.

Goifers were on the hall,
striking out with ,controiled
gusto, and to the curious visi.
tor the scene, with chaps call-
ed caddies marching -along,
wits quite amusing,

The army ruggerite was a
man who went for the rough
and fough zames, Basketball
was his fayourite and even as
an undergraduate he emerged
as one of the island’s best
men  who could pump in
baskets from all angles,
At cricket he hurled
the red cherry with
great accuracy making use of
his 6-foot carriage fo advan-
fage,

At rugby, he appeared 1o pe
at the height of his caveer,
playing in  the demanding
position of a4 number eight
forward, who also performed
the work of @ line-out specia-
lost,

Naturally he couldn’t hide &
chuckle at those men with
huge clubs driving so small a
ball But then a sudden im-
pulse to grap a club and take
a swing at & golf ball, chang-
ed Major €. Thurairajah’s
ideas about this strange game
almost overnight,

Soon, the Army medical offi-
cer was  forsaking his other
pet games for wielding a golt
club to fie up alongside some
of the fapious names in our
golfing society.

Gulf usually does not come

. naturally te everyone and
anyone, bt ‘Doc Thural' as
the ungssuming medical mean
is affectionately known fto his
many fans and friends, Im-

pressed the connoisseur of the -

zame with having a knack for
golf,

He was quick to develop a
penchant for all the fine arts
associated with golf, and help-

., ing him on his way to new-
found pleasure on the course
was hie  burning desire to

maeke good In thic discovery,
Gifted with fhe figure of an
athlete blending with  stacks
of stamina, these virfues went
& long way in helping Thurai
o reach the heights in a very
competitive sport.

Giving him all the encou-
ragement to reach this goal
was the guiding advice of
Sri Lanka’s top  proiessional
golier H L, Premadasa. It
was Premuadasa who iroted out
the rough edges for Thurai and
instilled into him the finer
points and invaluable tips, so
vital to a precision sporf like
golf,

Hecently, ‘Doc’ Thurairajah
emerged tie Royal Colombo
Golf Glub champion for the
first time since he finished as
runner-up in 1969, The 1873

By AUSTIN
DANIEL

title came o him following a
close victory over ¥, C. de
Seram, snother of those fast
disappearing brand of  dedi-
caled sporismen,

Thurai had of coulse 1O
overcome hof challenge from
teenguer Priya Fernando in
the semi-final, while old ‘FC,
outplayed people lke BSoli
Captain end Willie DBarsen-
bach on his way fo the final

The 26-hole final was play-
ed on flie Ridgeway Coutrse
and fousnt out valiantly by
the old soldier and the young
officer, t¢ the enthralling ap-
preciation of a crowd of golf-
ing enthusiests.

It was in  May this year
that Doctor Thurairajah ven-
tured into the professional
seene, frying to grab the
ROGC's Open fournament
from the clutches of coach
and ex-caddie Premadasa,

Now Premadasa, at the age
of 30, is Sri Lanka’s top-flight
golfer, having bagged fthe
open title on four out of five
oteasions. Good friends on and
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doctor

off the course( Premadaza iz
the mester and Major
Thurairaja is the pupil)
on this occasion they battled
out a tournament which pro-
duced exhilarating golf
throughout the 4 rounds,

Tha meargin that separated

-these two from coming out

the winner eventually was
one gtroke and it was Prema-
dasa who trinmphed but the
mauner :n which the golfing
went is worth recording.

It was a touch-and-go aflair
from the start, Premadasa
displayved match-winning form
on the first 'day taking a
3-stroke lead over ‘Maestra?
Pin Fernando,

On the second day, he fell
behind his = old Tival By &
strokes On both days Doctor
Thurairajah displayed quiet
consisteney in his play, ‘Pin’
and Thursl got ahead of the
champion in the third round
by 2 and a stroke respective-
1y. ¥

Premadssa also found that
the presence of stand-on the
fairways was not to his liking
and did not dream of bagging
the honours,

However on the morning of
the final round Premadasa
was # different proposition. A
startling change for the betier
in his driving took him past
the leaders of the earlier
rounds,

It remained like this to the
end with Pin Fernando’s play-
ing dropping bhadly, but Thu-
rairajah displaying a  vete-
ran’s cool fought to the end
and this quality was fo im-
press the champion greatly,

Premadnasa had managed it
by a solitary stroke over his
most recent challenger ag the
final tally of poinfs showed,
Premadasa 297, Thurairajah
208 and ‘Pin’ Fernando 302.

If there is a golfer among
the mew generation of expo-
nents to cause Premeadasa any
anxiety, it i Major C. Thu-
rairajah, who has come to stay
in our small world of golf — a
game so many sportsmen are
turning to these days.
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su PER MARKET-STYLE
DEPARTMENT STORE

KAPRUK

A fairyland of a shopping
céntre devoted entirely to
the best in loca] handicrafts

Zrms, jewels, batiks, silver

ware, handlooms, textiles,
othtr beautiful articles and a
variety of products of Sri
Lanka,

The department store offers
bolh citizens of Sri Lanka and
tourists a unigue experience in
shopping. There is a coffee
shop on the fourth floor for

shoppers to réfresh  them-
selyes.
Open from 10 am, to 7 pm,
daily.

Saturdays
from 10 am. to 3 pam.
Closed on

Sundays & Full Moon days.
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SOFT DRINKS f
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flavour - value
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