Kilinochchi

Published on 19.11.201



Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



y

- d

SIHOUTT [Han6vilLD
Saflasrsd

Karuna Nilayam

KlllﬂOChCh]PUB! 1C LIBRARY

LT TMLDI LDGUIT

JAFFN

bbis(P) Brel

Digitized by NoolananT Founaatiorn:
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Name of Souvenir

First Edition
Published at

Editor
Souvenir Committee

Advisor
Computer work

Printed by

weoflstt QUi
apdugliny
Geueflui@m
6o gy Afwi
LOGUT &GP

9, GeurFanen
saleflort Creneussir

iFH0 udiy

Golden Jubilee Souvenir
Karuna Nilayam
Kilinochchi. (1995 - 2005)
19% November 2011
Karuna Nilayam
Kilinochchi.

V. P. Thanendra

(Yarl. Rathavalli)

Mrs. R. S. Sathiyananthan
Miss Mary Renika

Ven. S. P. Nesakumar
Jeyanth Centre,

Jaffna.

Mathi Colours Printers,
Nallur.

Gurerefipm weor
S(HEIT [Bleneviitd
defiGprsd (1995 - 2005)
19 srtsdens 2011
&H(HeworT Hlemeowid
BeflCpred

ofl. 19. sGabSyT
wmp. greaevsd)
Bmiod) auit.ersiv. FHSuTEBSE
Gaevall Guofl Qe
Simeuent ereiv. 19. GpaELomi
Ouwibs Gaeyrt

WITLPLILIT 60UTLD

gl sevitev 1ABleitLisiw
BEVSPITT

=

==}




2l -41 \?‘z-,u.m&""ﬁ k.
- MM‘Q 1

,ear'f"

Miss Muriel Violet Hutchins
Born Entered Glory
1899.03.07 1996.03.04



Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



~ Golden Jubilee Souvenir

Editorial

Mother Hutchins’ life is an embodiment of Gospel values. She embraced
voluntary poverty. Under no circumstances should human beings be rejected; their
human dignity must be restored to them. This is the philosophy Miss Hutchins leaves
behind.

Many talk about ‘Poverty’, but only a very few will embrace poverty. Many
run orphanages but only some live as orphans in the orphanage they run. Many will
sympathize but only a few turn that sympathy into concrete acting. Many will despise
other cultures and their languages, but only a few become one with a foreign culture.
Miss Hutchins is one of those few rare human beings.

She was a mother fo many children. She was a mother of young girls who
were made pregnant and deserted by barbaric men. She was a mother fo the mentally
handicapped children. This tender mother was fondly called by her Children “Vellaikkara
Amma’”, “Hutchins Amma”.

Miss Hutchins showed that to love humanity, all what one needs is a loving
heart, a heart concerned for others’ well being. Those who seek authority and position
cannot serve. Those without compassion cannot become the voice of the voiceless
nor share their wealth with the poor.

Today, there are many individuals and institutions that make money in the
name of the poor. They become rich because of the poor. Miss Hutchins’ honesty, her
humility and simplicity are an indictment to them, a lesson fo them, a model that they
must return to.

Muriel Violet Hutchins was born in a village named Hry in Wales, on 7% March
1899. She obtained her Master’s degree from the Oxford University and landed in Sri
Lanka on 109 November 1927. In 1928 she went to South India to master the Tamil
language. On the 1% of September 1928 she joined Chundikuli Girls’ College as a teacher.
On I* July 1930, she became a teacher at Kopay Girls’ Hostel. On I* May 1941, she
joined Uduvil Girls’ College as a teacher. She became the vice principal of Nallur Training
College, on January I* 1942. Then she became the vice principal of Kopay Christian
College on the I* of September 1945, She retired from her feaching career on 31° March
1954. Responding to the call of God then she proceeded to the arduous and adventurous
task of founding ‘Karuna Nilayam’.

Her heart was as white as her skin. Her heart was a home of mercy which led
to the establishment of ‘Karuna Nilayam’. She lived in that home she founded until her
death. She wore the simple dress that the orphans at ‘Karana Nilayam’ wore and she
ate the simple food they ate. She refused all the comforts that were offered fo her.

On 4* March 1996 at the ripe age of 97, she was called fo rest. Her mortal
remains became one with Vanni where she lived. The God sent angel returned to God.
The whole of Vanni wept for her and felt orphaned without her. The world that knew
her shed tears. May be owing to the fervent prayers of Ms. Hutchins herself, ‘Karuna
Nilayam’ still lives and takes forward her ideals. What was established by God cannot

111



19% November2011

be destroyed. ‘Karuna Nilayam’ has withstood the cruel consequences of war and
displacement. God continues to bless her

On the 29 of October 2005, ‘Karuna Nila tyam’ celebrated its 50* anniversary.
The Eucharistic Service was conducted b y the Rt. Rev. Duleep De Chickera. Man 1y of
the clergy were present at this celebration. A colourfill procession preceded this service.
Here Is a suminary of reflections shared b v the Bishop at this service,

“John 12:24 says Unless a grain falls to the ground and djes, it will not give
fruit”. Ms. Hutchins can be compared to a seed which has yielded much fruit. She is an
intellect who dedicated her life to help the helpless. Ms. Hutchins, as much as she
renounced, she also reaped her reward. T} hough she left England, she embraced the
Tamil Language and the Tamil culture. She even built the chapel at ‘Karuna Nila yam’
according to the Tamil cultural architecture. Not only did she become a Tamil lady; she
became a poor Tamil woman. In man ly ways she was even poorer among the poor: The
ashes of her remains were mingled with the waters of the Iranai Madu Tank in keeping
with her wishes. She did not want to be buried because she resisted the idea of her
tomb being distinct. Such, was her humbleness.

The war broke out after her demise and ‘Karuna Nilayam’ had to be shifted to
Jayanthipuram. Afler experiencing much destruction, toda 1y ‘Karuna Nilayam’ stands
proudly re- erected,

In the year of the Jubilee the debtors are forgiven. Their debts are cancelled.
If Ms. Hutchins was living amongst us today, she would have wanted the freedom of
all women imprisoned as slaves. That is the mission, we as a Church are called to
continue”

After many a colourfiil and cultural acti vity following a fellowship lunch, the
celebrations of the day came to a close. veryone fond[y carried memories of Ms,
Hutchins in their hearts.

We regret very much that this publication was unduly delayed, nevertheless
we believe that this Golden Jubilee publication marking the 50" anni versary of ‘Karuna
Nilayam’ wiil be appreciated as a historical treasure.

We thank all those who contributed their messages of blessing and articles to
this souvenir,

May we walk forward in the footsteps of Ms. Violet Muriel Hutchins making
this dark world a prosperous one filled with light.
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Message from the
Director of ‘Karuna Nilayam’ and the
Archdeacon of Jaffna, ven. S.P.Nesakumar

1t gives me great pleasure fo send this message on the occasion of the Golden
Jubilee of ‘Karuna Nilayam’, Kilinochchi.

From the early part of the nineteenth century, Missionaries of the Church
Missionary Society were active in the Jaftha peninsula providing educational, social
and pastoral care to the people. As part of their mission, they also opened up besides
schools, many churches as well. Consequently, most of the Anglican Churches and
schools in Jaffina are over one hundred years old. But ‘Karuna Nilayanr’, Kilinochchi is
an exception and was established only fifly years ago. But it has not lagged behind the
older institutions in providing spirituality and service not only to the children but also
to the community in Kilinochchi, The reason behind this is, that Miss MURIEL VIOLET
HUTCHINS. MA, O.E.D, J.B, O.B.E. refused what was offered by the British saying —
“What could it do for ‘Karuna Nilayam’.”

Muriel Violet Hutchins was born on March 71 [ 899, in Hay Breconshire,
Wales. A brilliant scholar and contemporary of Vera Britain and Winifred Hoitby. She
attended Summerville College, Oxford, where she read classics (Greek) attaining a
M. A. Afier obtaining an oxford educational diploma, she taught in a secondary school
before training for Missionary work at St. Andrew’s hostel between 1926 and 1927, She
left for Ceylon which she realized was her calling, learnt almost perfect Tamil, and
seldom returned to Britain. Her passport expired in 1953 and it is said that it was never
renewed. She was granted Sri Lankan citizenship by S. W.R.D. Bandaranayake. From
1927 to the 1950’s she worked in several schools and orphanages in Northern Sri
Lanka, becoming the Headmistress and principal. She taught religious tolerance, always
travelled third class, and ate and mixed with the teachers and boarders, speaking and
singing traditional songs and hymns in fluent Tamil and playing the (lily) flute and the
violin,

In the mid 1950’s having officially retired, she founded ‘Karuna Nilayam’ in
Kilinochchi, on land already gified. The home became a haven for single mothers, the
homeless and the orphans.

She set about building houses, laying, gardens, planting trees, and designing
the Church, St. Paul’s, in ornate tradjtional oriental architecture for indigenous services.

Originally, the home was for destitutes, abused women and single mothers
rejected by their society, but orphans, homeless and the mentally retarded were soon
welcomed. The children were sent to state schools and the others were taught skills
such as needfework, knitting, weaving, and growing vegetables and poultry rearing.

She was known for her energy and'enthusiasm as ‘Mother Hutchins’ or ‘The

White Granny’ and was greatly loved. Stories abound about her legendary journeys

on her iron steed (bicycle) travelling for miles on terrible roads to buy seeds for the

plantations or carrying huge bags of cement for buildings, even at the age of 70! She
apparently only owned three dresses, one to wear, one to wash and one to mend.

X
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In 1990, the school had to flee into the jungle to escape the bombing and
fierce fighting for 2-3 months. The girls took turns to carry her on her wheel chair six
miles info the jungle.

During the last 12 years of her life she was unable to run the home herself and
was confined to a wheelchair. But despite the raging civil war she refused to move,
realizing that her grave might become a shrine. Her last orders were that her ashes
should be scattered over the Iranaimadu Tank.

She died on March 4’11, 1996. Her funeral was attended by huge crowds
despite the war situation, including the British High Commissfon, church leaders and
people of other faiths. Obituaries referred to her as ‘Mother Teresa’ of Sri Lanka, ‘The
holy lady on a bicycle’ and ‘The white lady of Kilinochchi’.

It was as well, that she missed the longest exodus of the home in 1996. The
Archdeacon of Jaffna at that time Ven. Sarvanandan wrote to me describing these
events.

From 1996-2003 the occupants of the home were away in jungles living in huts
with very little resources for life sustenance. The buildings that they lived at Kilinochchi
were destroyed. With the help of finds received from various sources the whole place
was cleared. While clearing, diffused shells, bombs and artillery were removed. Parts
of buildings were put up and children were brought into occupation in the year 2003

Today; the home houses 90 children who attend the local schools, and 20
women with mental disabilities. 50 children attend the pre-school at the Home.
Counseilling and health care are also provided. A new wing has been opened up to
house 45 new children afflicted by the Tsunami of 1994.

1 conclude, by thanking and praising the Lord Almighty for granting us the
strength and the provisions needed to carry out this noble work in God’s vineyard. I
will fall short in my duty; if I fail to thank Kindernot Hilfe of Germany (K.N.H.) and
Christoffel-Blindenmission e.v( C.B.M.) for their continuous support and assistance
to this Home. We can never forget their help to our destitute children during the times
of difficulty such as when we had to shifi the 55 inmates for safety into the deep village
of Jeyapuram, with a feeling of emptiness and uncertainty. Our gratitude and
appreciation to KN.H. & C.B.M. for their timely help and fellowship and for all what
they have been to these children in need. As the saying goes “History repeats”. We
are uncertain of what will happen to our region. We have taken all the measures to shift
again to Jeyapuram if conditions get worse again. We also wish to thank Rev. Daniel
and his wife Nishanthini for all the assistance rendered in all activities besides being
the chaplain. We take this opportunity to thank Our Lordship, the Bishop of Colombo,
for his guidance and advice at appropriate times. We thank the Board of Directors for
all their support and leadership. We haven’t forgotten our staff attached to the Home,
very specially- Miss Mary Renika and Esther Seenithamby, who toil day and night in
numerous ways fo keep the home functioning.

May the Good Lord Bless all the helping hands.
Director, Ven. S.P. Nesakumar
Karuna Nilayam,
Kilinochchi.
June 2006
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Message from the
Bishop of Colombo

“You shall love the God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your entire mind, and with all your strength. The second is this, Love your nejghbour
as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these”,

Muriel Hutchins, following a degree in English from the Oxford University
and a few years of teaching in a secondary school in Stovebridge, Staffordshire,
decided that her life’s work should be directed in terms of our Lord’s two great
commandments. So she offered herself to the CMS to go to Asia as a Missionary
educator, arriving in Sri Lanka in 1927. She spent some time in of the early years in
South India learning Tamil and was then ready to immerse herselfin the life and education
of the girls, and later of the boys as well of Jaftha. Afier 27 years she retired as a
teacher but the work for which she is remembered best was only just about to begin.

On 298 October I 953, she moved into residence in a little hut on one acre of
jungle land in Kilinochchi afier a service of blessing conducted by the Ven. J. A. R.
Navaratnam, the then Archdeacon of Jaffha, and the Revd. R. C. Luckrafi, CMS
representative and vicar of Christ Church, Galle Face. That was the beginning of her
work at ‘Karuna Nilayam’ (Home of Mercy), which she continued for over forty years
until she was well into her nineties.

Today the work begun by her with young girls and mentally disturbed women
continues. ‘Karuna Nilayam’ provides a home away from home for girls who attend the
nearby schools and are nurtured in values and love. The community at ‘Karuna Nilayam’
also engage themselves in cultivation, sewing, weaving and several other activities
that give them a purpose in life. They have even produced small quantities of wine
from the grapes grown in the premises, which we have used in the Cathedral in Colombo.

In the midst of war and uncertainty, when the community has on occasions
been dispersed to safer neighbouring areas, the only certainty has been the faith of
the community in the Lord, whose commandments inspired their own founder:

I extend my deepest gratitude to all clergy and staff who have provided
leadership in carrying forward the ideals of ‘Karuna Nilayam’ in exceptionally trying
times. You remain in a warm, vibrant and endearing family in the midst of division and
desperation. Bishop Amma and I congratulate and salute the community at ‘Karuna
Nilayam’ on this happy anniversary. We have spent many joyfil days in your company
and we look forward to more peaceful times for you and for all of us and more time with
you at ‘Karuna Nilayam’. May God'’s encouragement sustain and strengthen you all.

With peace and Blessings.

Bishop of Colombo, Rt.Revd.Duleep de Chickera
Diocese of Colombo,

Church of Ceylon.

06™ June 2006




Bishop of Kurunagala

1t gives me great joy to send greetings and the assurance of our prayers on
the celebration of the Golden jubilee of ‘Karuna Nilayam’.

The history of our church is characterized in many ways by the deep
commitment and the practical participation in matters of social concern. We thank God
for the dedicated pioneers who have given vision and encouragement for such mission,
especially in difficult and distant areas. The ministry of Ms. Muriel Hutchins is one of
those important ministries, especially in the North of our country. Her deep love for
humnan beings led to the setting up of a home for young girls who needed protection,
security and nurture. Today ‘Karuna Nilayam’stands as ai. ¢fective monument for her
selfless and untiring ministry in the North of our country. She gave of her life in the
true footsteps of her Master, so that life can be affirmed to young girls in need.

1t is a wonderful time for us to thank God for all what God has been able to
achieve through the ministry at ‘Karuna Nilayam’. In the recent decades, ‘Karuna
Nilayam’ has had fo undergo great difficulties and was even completely uprooted to be
in exile in a different place, leaving the home to be a battle ground. However, we are
grateful to all those who have gathered together to rebuild the home in a manner
suitable for occupation. We are also thankful to all those dedicated personnel who
continue to labour in Kilinochchi. We look forward to effective and creative ministry
among children in the days to come.

We appeal to all those fitends of ‘Karuna Nilayam’and those in the surrounding
areas to extend their fullest co-operation and assistance to continue this important
work in this area. Our prayers will always be with you in the days to come.

Shalom and with every blessing

The Bishop of Kurunagala, Rt. Revd. Kumara Illangasinghe
Diocese of Kurunagala,

Church of Ceylon.

April 2006
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Message from the
Archdeacon of Colombo

1 have great pleasure in sending my greetings to ‘Karuna Nilayam’ as they
celebrate the Golden Jubilee. Late Ms. Muriel Hutchins was the founder of this great
and noble institution. To me Ms. Hutchins’ work and life in Kifinochchi has been due
to the Missionary zeal of all those who come to our land with a true sacrifice in their
hearts.

At ayoung age of eighteen years, just before entering for Theological studies,
I spent six months at Navajeevanam in Paranthan. 1 have happy memories of her
cycling to ‘Karuna Nilayam’ and the friendly chats I did have with Ms. Hutchins. At
that time, the town at Kilinochchi was not developed like now. It was a joy to see this
committed and self sacrificing Missionary on a cycle working for the less fortunate
and marginalized in Kilinochchi. The exposure I did have there has opened some fiesh
Insights to me.

We need to be grateful to all our past Archdeacons in Jafiha and specially; to
Ven. S.P. Nesakumar, for turning it around into this present state amidst many challenges.

I wish the Archdeacons and the Board of Management God’s Blessings for
the excellent work done in this institution.

Archdeacon Colombo, Ven. Chrishantha B. Mendis
Diocese of Colombo,

Church of Ceylon.

03" April 2006
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Message from
Dr. Pararasan Arulanantham

Former Paedjatrician in Sri Lanka (1971-1983)

1 was present at the opening function of ‘Karuna Nila ayam’ in 1955, the year I
Jjoined the university. Miss Hutchins had taken retirement from teaching, and instead
of returning to her homeland as most Missionaries do, she founded this institution to
care for the needy girls. Kilinochchi at this time was very much a village in the jungle,
but was served by a railway station and was on the main road from Jaffha to Kandy and
Colombo. Miss Hutchins was a saint of the calibre of Mother Teresa, although less
well known. She remained in Kilinochchi during the war years and died a natural death
in her old age. We thank God for her life and the lives of all who have been associated
with this great work. May God protect and guide this institution and all who live there.

When Mahatma Gandhi was invited to open a hospital to care for leprosy
patients, he turned down the invitation. Gandhi was known to be one who cared for
these patients, and even dressed their wounds. He said he would be happy fo attend
the closing ceremony of the hospital when the disease had been brought under control.
We all serve God’s Kingdom in a fallen world, and look forward to a time when all
children receive the care they deserve and war shall be no more.

April 2006
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Karuna Nilayam Mission Statement

Our Mission is to be an active Christian community of
love and service, where all feel they belong and are
valued.

We will help each other to recongnize the gifts of God
within us, to search for excellence and to foster the
development of our true self.
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THE LAMENT OF A DISAPPCINTED
SCHOOL MISTRESS

I once was a teacher away in the West

Teaching English and Latin and doing my best

For girls of all ages from ten to eighteen

To make their wits sharp and their intellects keen
And fit for the Senior Locals.

[ said I am weary of teaching Macbeth

And Julius Caesar bores me to death

No Language is duller than Latin I am sure

[ shall really go mad, if I teach any more
For these horrible senior locals.

So I thought I won’t stay here in England to teach
But I’'ll go to Ceylon and do nothing but preach
[’ll live in a hut in a jungly place,
Where no one has ever seen a white face,
Where lions look in at the window at night,
And snakes come to visit and probably bite.

And there are no senior Locals.

But | came, and I found a prosperous town,
Where motors go up and buses go down,
Where never a snake or a lion came by,
And the People I met were as clever as I,

And had all passed the Senior Locals.

So still I am a teacher, and working away

At English and Latin the whole weary day.

With girls of all ages from ten to eighteen,

To make their wits sharp and their intellects keen,
And fit for the Senior Locals.

I retired after teaching for years and I got

A transfer at last to a jungly spot.

Where an elephant came to the garden at night

And pigs ate manioc roots with delight

Where the monkeys came stealing the fruit from a tree
And a little green snake paid a visit to me

And there were no Senior Locals.

Miss Murieal V. Hutchins
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An important personality of this time was Miss
Muriel Hutchins. She came to us in 1926, from
England, as a CMS Missionary and has lived with
us in the North for almost a century.

She was one of the most well educated, independent
and challenging Missionaries to have taught even
though only for a short time, at Chundikuli. She
inspired us with her courage, determination and
forthright ways. Most of all she endeared herself to
us by really understanding us by speaking, thinking
and living among us as a Tamil; and most importantly,
by loving us. Leela Emerson, who has lived and
worked with Miss Hutchins at Karuna Nilayam,
Kilinochichi, in the following paragraphs shares with
us her experiences of Miss Hutchins.

Although I had seen and met Miss Hutchins as a
schoolgirl, I came to know her really well only when

in some cases, even consternation in the hearts of
many, when this unmarried English woman
volunteered to go. And despite all dissuasion, she
went. The work she did in Karuna Nilayam ‘The
Abode of Compassion’, was the expression of her
complete consecration to the service of her Master
and she did this work so joyously, that it was a
never ending praise to the Lord.

Like the words of the hymn, her hands and feet were
at the service of the Lord, all her life. When she first
started her work in the Kilinochchi area, the
government gave her six acres right in the middle of
Elephant and snake infested jungle. Nothing
daunted she set out to establish her base, a small
house and a chapel, and who was it who carted the
bags of cement to the building site? Muriel Hutchins
of course, pedalling tirelessly and furiously with a
bag or two of cement tied to the carrier of her bicycle.

Ve

.

Miss Violet Winviel
Hutching ...

N

[ took over as Warden of Karuna Nilayam in 1988.
When I look back at my association with her, what
strikes me most forcibly, is how she lived out her
life, in the essence of the beautiful hymn *“Take my
life and let it be consecrated Lord to Thee”. Instead
of choosing a life of comparative ease in her own
country, Miss Hutchins opted to come to Sri Lanka
as a Missionary in 1927, and she continued to work
here for the next 69 years, the longest period any
foreign Missionary had served in our country. From
the very beginning, she identified herself with the
people of the North, even to the extent of studying
and speaking a purer and more literary form of Tamil,
than the Jaffna Tamils! After serving in several
schools and Teacher Training Colleges in Jaffna,
she finally found her milieu - the founding of Karuna
Nilayam and the caring and tending of those
neglected and scorned by society, the unwed
mothers, and those forsaken by their families and
the orphans. In 1955 when the Anglican Church in
Ceylon asked for someone to do evangelistic work
South of Elephant Pass, virtually an unexplored
territory those days, great was the amazement and

People often commented that they seldom saw her
walk at the usual pace. She was always striding along
as if in a mighty hurry. The reason, there was so
much to be done, and so little time in which to do it.
Her hands were equally busy. The palmyrah and
coconut palms, mango and other fruit trees, many
of which still survive the destruction wrought by
the communal strife, were all planted with her hands
or under her supervision. Whatever her hands
created, were to be of use to her fellow beings. That
you can worship God through honest labour was
one of the basic principles underlying the training
given to the children and young women, at Karuna
Nilayam. Along with spiritual training, they were also
taught all the household arts and given practical
training in such useful pursuits such as gardening
and poultry farming. In the early days of Karurna
Nilayam, it was not an unusual sight to see Miss
Hutchins laden with parcels of pillow cases and
bundles of brooms (all made by her girls) on her
way to sell these items in the Christian schools and
government institutions, in the Jaffna Peninsula. She
wanted Karuna Nilayam to be self supporting as far
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as possible and not dependent on others.
Miss Hutchins’ Missionary zeal was so great that
even the Indian Peace Keeping Force and the Sri
Lanka Army were not immune to it. Though she was
confined to her wheelchair, Miss Hutchins would
get down crates of the New Testament in Hindi and
Sinhalese from the Bible Society and those of us
working with her were commissioned to distribute
them to the Indian and Sinhalese soldiers in the
vicinity. I believe that while those men were waging
their warfare, Miss Hutchins was fighting her own
private battle for God against Satan and his forces.

Very few people who have seen Miss Hutchins at
Karuna Nilayam going on her usual rounds, mingling
with the ordinary village people, speaking in their
language and dealing with their problems, would
have found it easy to believe that she held a M.A.
degree from the Prestigious Oxford University. She
was the very antithesis of a social snob. Her guiding
principle seems to have been:

He that is down needs fear no fall,
He that is low, no pride;

He that is humble, ever shall
Have God to be his guide.

Plunging herself into the work of Karuna Nilayam,
and mixing with the poor, humble and illiterate didn’t
however mean that she had buried her intellectual
talents. Instead, she had merely dedicated them to
the service of God and her fellow men. When anyone
was in trouble and seeking justice, she was prepared
to go with him to the highest tribunal in the land, to
redress his cause. Right from the time she came to
Sri Lanka, she tried to encourage girls to become
educated and play a positive role in society. Even
the physically and mentally handicapped came under
her concern and at Karuna Nilayam there were many
mentally handicapped, who received special care
and training.

The Miss Hutchins I came to know so well
and appreciate, was a woman whose will was
completely surrendered to God. What HE wanted
her to do, she did with all her might and main, trusting
him absolutely to provide for her. A person who
knew her well, told me of this incident. There was an
occasion when she had absolutely no money to even
buy food for the children. So she did what she
always did, went to the Lord. For over an hour and

a half, she clung to the iron bars of her window,
praying and telling the Lord of her need. Then she
went to look into the collection box in the chapel
and found in it, enough and more money for her
needs. She went straight to the market and bought
everything she could lay hands on - fish, prawns,
rice, vegetables, fruits etc. because the Lord who
provided her needs, provided abundantly, in full
measure, pressed down and running over. It was a
surprise to many, that in spite of being afflicted by
several illnesses, including cancer, she was able to
take an active part in running Karuna Nilayam for
almost all her life. But that was only a sure indication
that it was the Holy Spirit within her, who gave her
the guidance and power to achieve what she did.
God needed her services and kept her on earth long
enough to finish it.

Loving God as she did, she was able to love others,
especially children, with a love akin to God’s love
for us. Her love was without partiality. Children of
all communities, races and creeds were equally
welcome at Karuna Nilayam. As she herself had
confided to one of the workers there, as a young
woman, she had craved for a large family and for a
big farm where she could live and work. God fulfilled
her desire in his own wonderful way. He gave her
enough and more children to love and tend, and all
the acres of land around Karuna Nilayam to cultivate
and convert into a garden. Her love for the little
ones at Karuna Nilayam was heartwarming to behold.
In return they called her by the affectionate term
“Vellai Partie” (meaning “White Granny”) and flocked
around her all the time. Even after she was confined
to the wheelchair, every day at 4.00 p.m. she would
insist on being wheeled out to watch them at play
and listen to their laughter. When she retired as
Warden, the Board asked her to stay on in her old
house, but she wanted to be closer to the children,
so a section near the Baby dorm was set apart for
her use, and there she lived and died to the sound
of the voices of the children she loved.

It is a sad truth that people do not always love those
who help them, because they dislike the feeling of
indebtedness that is involved. It was different
however with Miss Hutchins. She helped a great
many people, and they were grateful to her and loved
her, because they knew that what she did for them
was because she loved them.
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When she died, a light went out, not only in Karuna
Nilayam, but in the whole of Kilinochchi. The entire
town appeared dead too, as every shop and
government institution was closed in respect and
black flags of mourning fluttered everywhere. The
procession that followed the mortal remains of Violet
Muriel Hutchins to the crematorium, after the service

in the chapel, was over two miles long. But even
though her physical presence is no longer with us,
she continues to live in the hearts and memories of
those lives she has blessed.

From:
The Centenary Magazine of Chundikuli Girls’
College, Jaffna.
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On March 4, 1996, the longest serving
CMS Missionary in Sri Lanka, Muriel V. Hutchins,
received her home call at Kilinochchi at the ripe old
age of 98. The crowds at the funeral, in spite of the
situation in the area, the like of which was never
seen in Kilinochchi before, representatives of all
denominations, leaders of other faiths,
representatives of all organizations and the British
High Commission and practically the entire public
of the area, gathered for her funeral. She was
cremated according to her wishes and the ashes
scattered over the waters of the Iranamadu Tank .

Affectionately known as ‘Ammah’
(mother), ‘Vellai Ammah’ (white mother) and ‘the holy
lady on a bicycle’, Miss Hutchins came to this
country in 1927. She was born in Wales of Methodist
parents. After schooling, she went over to Oxford
where she obtained the M.A. degree, followed by a
teaching stint in a school at Stovebridge for three
years. It is here that she seems to have joined, the
Anglican Church.

Being fed up teaching Latin and Historvy.
she offered herself to the CMS to go out as a
Missionary to one of the out posts of the empire,
where she could live with the poor and bring the
Good News to them. When she arrived in Ceylon,
her first assignment was as teacher at Ladies’
College, Colombo. The young lady who had visions
of working with the poorest of the poor, now found
herself again teaching English and Latin to the upper
class girls at Ladies. This she could not accept and
after a few months, decided to go to the farthest end
of the country, namely Jaffna, where she felt she
could fulfill her dreams. Before moving, she went to
South India to learn Tamil and spent a year to equip
herself with the language of the people. Well versed
in the language, she returned to Jaffna and was
posted to Chundikuli Girls’ College, where she was
again asked to teach English and Latin.

After a brief period at Chundikuli, she
found her heart’s desire, when she moved to Kopay,
a village outside the town, and took over as Head of
the orphanage and the Tamil Girls’ Boarding School.
She had found her vocation. It was at this time, in
the year 1929, I recall as a five year old, MVH as my
first school teacher, who taught me in Tamil.

In the late thirties, when the CMS Girls’
and Boys’ Schools were amalgamated as Christian
College, Kopay, she was offered the Principalship,
as the most qualified person for the job. She declined
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saying that she had not come over to rule but to
serve. She wanted a local to be the Principal and
accepted the vice - Principal’s post. She served with
great acceptance and distinction for many years. It
has been said that she was also offered the
Principal’s post of Chundikuli Girls College, here
she moved over for a brief period. As Principal of
the Women’s Training College at Uduvil and from
there as Vice Principal of the Tamil Teachers’
Training College at Nallur she retired in the year
1954 and returned to England.

It is said that she was restless in England
and the CMS did not know how to use her talents,
enthusiasm and zeal for service. She came back to
Ceylon and founded the Karuna Nilayam (KN) in
Kilinochchi as a haven for orphans, unwed mothers
and physically disabled girls and women. From very
small beginnings, she built it into an institution to
house about one hundred girls. Young girls go to
neighbouring schools and others are taught skills
like sewing, coir work and other income generating
pursuits. KN is spread over a vast extent of land
donated by the government with all the facilities for
residential care. At the entrance is St. Paul’s Church,
designed by Engineer Canagarajah in traditional
oriental architecture.

All residents meet here daily for prayer and
are joined by local parishioners for Sunday worship.
Age did not permit her to run the place for the last
twelve years. But when a successor took over she
continued to reside there in her simple abode having
a watchful eye on the life there. In the last five
years, even that was not possible but she refused
to move out, insisting to spend her last days there.
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Even when the entire place had to be
evacuated once, in 1987, and again in 1990, she went
with everyone else, being carried by the girls in her
wheelchair. In her disability, the girls there looked
after her with great love and affection, moving her
around in her wheelchair. Her handsome CMS
sterling pension of well over Rs.15,000 per month
was all plowed into KN, which took care of her needs
which was a very small portion of her pension.

Many things have been said and written about this
unique English lady who became part of Tamil life
and culture and loved the simple life with the poor,
unwanted and ostracised members of society. She
was one of the very few CMS Missionaries who
took pain, to learn, the language of the people
She was so fluent in Tamil and could even preach
in the language, but always with an English accent.
Unlike us Tamils born into the language and whose
spoken form is very different from the written
language, her spoken language was always
grammatical, just like the written form. As late as1988,
when I spent a day at KN, she challenged me on
Tamil grammar and I could not match her knowledge.

She always went about all over Jaffna on her push
cycle, invariably singing a Tamil lyric as she rode
along. At the age of seventy she was seen carrying
abag of cement on her bicycle. In1980, at the opening
of a new building at KN, the MP of Kilinochchi had
this to say, ‘Years ago I met MVH in town for the
first time as she was carrying a bag of cement on her
bicycle. I was from then, greatly taken up by her
great service rendered to the community. 1 earned
many enemies for not nominating them to be J.Ps. In
the case of MVH, it was after much persuasion that
she accepted the nomination with great reluctance.
A public meeting had been arranged to felicitate her,
but MVH coming out of the Magistrate’s Chambers
after taking the oath, told her admirers very firmly
‘No Tamashas’, and the meeting was cancelled and
the notices printed for the occasion had to be
quietly destroyed (Ceylon Churchman 17- 03- 1980).
It is told that once she went around Kilinochchi on
her bicycle looking for a J.P. to sign an affidavit for
one of her girls. Only on her return, disappointed
she could not find one, she was reminded that she
herself was a J.P.

Another story doing the rounds was that, she slept

on a mat when she went to the Maharagama Hospital
for treatment. She set the record straight by a letter
to the Ceylon Churchman Vol 77:1(1981), where she
says that the story probably originated from an
incident when she had gone to the Jaffna General
Hospital for surgery and was told that no bed was
available. She offered to sleep on the mat as many
patients did. Seeing this, one lady who was
uncomfortable on a high bed that she was not used
to, offered her bed to MVH, which she gratefully
accepted. When she went to the Maharagama
hospital for treatment, she says she stayed with
friends. Volumes will be written about this unique
servant of Christ and it is difficult to recapture every
important event of her over sixty years of service.
But a few cannot be allowed to pass. She was a
lover of Tamil music and Christian Lyrics, many of
which she translated into English. As a member of
the Diocesan Council and the Standing Committee
of the Diocese, she always spoke her mind without
fear or favour making very significant contributions
to the subject under discussion. She also
contributed profusely to the Ceylon Churchman. For
her services among the under privileged in Sri Lanka,
the British Government offered her the Order of the
British Empire. She asked them how it could help
Karuna Nilayam and the girls there. When told that
it was just a high honour, she declined. Although a
teacher by probably profession, she was a
Missionary by calling. As an evangelist in the true
sense, she drew many to Christ not so much by her
preaching but by her simple and humble life of
service to the lowly and the outcast. When the
history of KN is written. the first twenty five years
will be the life story of M.V.H. KN will never be the,
same without her and the only tribute we can pay
her, is to find dedicated staff to run the place with
the same devotion, love and affection as she did.

She never wanted a monument which would not
have been fitting. She did not want her body or
ashes to be buried in the. KN premises, lest it became
a monument or shrine in years to come appropriaté
and a lasting monument for her service to her master
and a shining example of love and care for us to
emulate.

‘Spend and be spent in the Service of the. Lord’

From : Sunday Times 2™ June 1996
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“And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love Him, who have been called
according to His purpose. For those God foreknew
He also predestined to be conformed to the likeness
of His Son, that he might be the first among many
brothers, and those who predestined He also called,
those who called, He also justified, those who
justified, He also glorified.” Romans 8:28 - 30.

Miss Hutchins was born in Hay, Breconshire, in
Wales on 7th March 1899, to affluent Methodist
parents. After her schooling her wealthy parents
sent her to the University of Oxford from where, in
1926, she obtained her M.A., followed by a three
years teaching stint in Stovebridge. The
environment tk-re made her join the Anglican
Church.

Being a voracious reader, she started focusing her
readings on “The Ministry in Eastern Countries”. It
has been said that her parents had those books
hidden and advised her not to read such books.
God told her otherwise. She was not discouraged
by her parents’ criticism, or frightened by any
impending dangers if she opted to do Missionary
work in the East. Church announcements and other
media calling volunteers for Missionary work
touched her heart and she offered herself to the
CMS to go out as a Missionary to one of the
outposts of the Empire where she could live with
the poorest of the poor, to preach the Gospel and
carry the Cross which was her vision in life. Amidst
much unwillingness from her parents, she was
persuaded by the Holy Spirit to come to Ceylon on
10th November 1927.

Since Miss Hutchins was young, pretty and
unmarried and her parents feared for her safety, the
first assignment she was given was that of a teacher
of English and Latin to the senior grades at Ladies’
College, in Colombo. After working there for a few
months, she relinquished the post and decided to
go to the farthest end of the country, Jaffna, where
she felt she could fulfil her dreams.

Before moving to Jaffna she went to South India to
learn Tamil and equip herself with the language of
the people. She also learnt carnatic music there. As
Greek, a language she knew, was similar to Tamil,
she was able to master Tamil in a short time. She
returned to Jaffna and was posted to Chundikuli
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Girls’ College, again to teach English and Latin. After
a brief period at Chundikuli she found her heart’s
desire when she moved to Kopay, outside the Jaffna
town. It was during Miss Hutchins’ tenure at Kopay
as Principal that the two schools, namely, the
Bilingual Girls’ Boarding School and the Tamil Mixed
School, were amalgamated under the name Kopay
Girls’ Vernacular Boarding School, and it catered
largely to those who wished to emphasize the Tamil
side of education. It was during her period that an
Orphanage Department too was added to the school
and a Government grant of Rs.75/ was given for
each pupil.

During the late thirties CMS Girls’ School and Boys’
School were amalgarnated as Christian College,
Kopay. As all the Protestant schools had Christians
as their Heads, Missionaries of the calibre of Rev.
Bicknell of Jaffna College, Rev. Peto of St. John’s
College, Miss Bookwalter of Uduvil and Miss
Northway of Chundikuli, who brought to bear on
their work a keen sense of duty, fair play, intelligence
and integrity they wanted Miss Hutchins to be the
Principal of Kopay Christian College, but she
declined and gladly accepted the Vice Principal’s
post. She said, “I came to serve and not to rule”.

She then served for a brief period as Principal of the
Women’s Training College, Uduvil, and later as the
Vice Principal of the United Christian Tamil Training
College, Nallur.

Love for the Tamil Language

Miss Hutchins had a liking for Tamil and spoke
it grammatically. She was so fluent in Tamil that she
preached sermons in Tamil, but with an English
accent. She even started to challenge the locals in
Tamil grammar. She disapproved of people who knew
good Tamil, speaking in English. She wanted
everybody to speak Tamil. At Kopay Christian
College, Miss Hutchins was also in charge of the
miscellaneous section. One day a student went there
and asked herto give hima ‘stampand  velope’ in
English. She asked him to go back, learn the Tamil
words for ‘stamp and envelope’ and then get back
to her for it. He did so and went back and asked in
pure Tamil and she was quite pleased.

When she was at Kopay, on Sunday evenings, a
school for the children attending classes at Kaithadi

Mission School was arranged. A well picked band
of teachers went punctually at 4.00 p.m. in Miss
Hutchins’ ‘Baby Austin’ and conducted classes. She
herself conducted a class in Tamil and kept the
children spell bound by her witty stories. She never
forgot to take with her a packet of sweets, which
she joyfully shared with all the children and teachers
after the classes were over.

In the year 1956, during the late Mr. S.W.R.D.
Bandaranaike’s Prime Ministership, when Sinhala
was proclaimed as the official language, Miss M.V.
Hutchins, saying that she was a Tamil, applied for
Ceylon citizenship. It has been said that Mr.
Bandaranaike was deeply impressed that an Oxford
educated Lady was wanting to become a citizen of
Ceylon and without the slightest hesitation granted
her distinguished citizenship.

When she was in charge of Kopay Christian College,
students from distant places like Uduthurai,
Arliyavalai, Thaalayadi, Palai, Chavakachcheri,
Kaithady and Navatkuli attended her school, even
though it was far away. The standard of education
there was higher than that of the town schools then.
Although a teacher by profession, she was a
Missionary by calling. As an Evangelist in the true
sense, she drew many to Christ, not so much by her
preaching but by her simple and humble life of
service to the lowly and the outcast.

She said that she was a Tamil and was that in many
ways, though outwardly she appeared English. Like
Mother Theresa of Calcutta, her wardrobe would-
have consisted of only three dresses: one to wear,
one to wash and one to mend. She herself made her
own dresses in cotton, in the same pattern. She
never bathed at the open air well or beaches. She
had a bathroom of her own, even though it was of
the most primitive kind. Her hair style remained
unchanged since world war 1.

She always ate with her fingers. She enjoyed a meal
of rice and curry and never wanted anything
specially made for her. She was satisfied with
whatever the others had to eat. In her day to day
living she practised simplicity. Once, when she
attended a dinner given in her honour by past pupils
of Kopay, one of the curries served there was
drumsticks. She relished it so much that she even
ate the ‘skins’! When one of the participants

21



enquired as to what had happened to the skins, she
promptly replied in Tamil “Naan Thintru Vidden” (“I
have eaten them”.)

After having served in nearly seven schools in
Ceylon, Miss Hutchins retired from her teaching
career and proceeded on a year’s furlough to her
motherland. She was restless there in her homeland
and the CMS did not know how to use her talents,
enthusiasm and zeal for service. She also could not
adjust herself to the new environment, strange
people and different culture, and suddenly decided
to leave behind once again, her motherland, home,
family, friends and belongings and throw in her lot
with the people of Ceylon for the rest of her life, and
to start ‘ a place of mercy’ at Kilinochchi “Karuna
Nilayam”. This literally meant a ‘Mercy Seat”. This
‘Mercy Seat’ gave a home to the homeless, orphans,
destitute girls, unwed mothers, unwanted children,
women shunned, abused, despised, desperate,
depressed, the humblest, lowliest and the poorest:
everybody had a place in her heart and in the merciful
environment of Karuna Nilayam. Without any
elaborate preparations, except for her bold faith and
strength in Christ, she quietly and immediately
started the work, spending from her pension at the
start. It was a jungle, but with sheer determination
and hard work she converted the virgin soil at
Kilinochchi into a vast stretch of rolling, velvety
green grass.

In Miss Hutchins’ “The Lament of a Disappointed
School Mistress” she says about the chosen spot:
“I retired after teaching for years and I got

A transfer at last to a jungly spot.

Where an elephant came to the garden at night

And pigs ate manioc roots with delight

Where the monkeys came stealing the fruit from

atree

And a little green snakes paid visits to me

And there were no Senior Locals”.
To start, she took 15 young girls under her
patronage, and ‘Pavali akka’ to assist her, in a small
single building, lit with hurricane lanterns at nights,
with fires lit outside and tom toms to scare the wild
beasts and elephants rampaging the gardens.

She had to undergo a lot of hardship and financial
stress to carry on with her work. The ‘Kinder Not
Hilfe’ organization of Germany came forward to help
her, but when its director, Mrs. Christine, came down,

she viewed the situation negatively and requested
Miss Hutchins to accommodate only the school
goers and send back all the elders and others. It was
emphasized that the Grant would be given only after
that. But “Amma’, the white lady, was quite stern
and said that the entire purpose of her putting up
the ‘Mercy Seat” would be lost if this were done,
and that she was more concerned about all the
‘inmates’ rather than the ‘Grant’. A hall was donated
by the ‘Kinder Not Hilfe’ and dedicated by the
Bishop of Colombo on 29th June 1980. Miss
Hutchins had steadfast faith in the Lord and Karuna
Nilayam, spread over a vast stretch of land donated
by the Government, with all the facilities for
residential care.

The structure of Karuna Nilayam shows what a great
admirer she was of the Christa Seva Ashram at
Chunnakam. The Chapel she built was inspired by
the design of the Ashram Chapel. At the entrance is
St. Paul’s Church, designed by the late Engineer
Kanagaraja in traditional oriental architecture. All
residents meet here daily for prayers and are joined
by local parishioners for Sunday services. It is
situated on the western side of the Kandy Road, a
quarter of a mile south of the Railway Station. The
Worship Hall open and airy resembled a Hindu Kovil
in structure.

The inmates were taught not only agriculture and
animal husbandry but also Home Economics. The
products of their manual skills were taken to The
Jaffna Town and the Women’s Centre for goodwill
sales and the proceeds of the sale went towards
balancing her budget and improving the life of the
inmates of Karuna Nilayam. It was her idea that the
deaf and blind children there should have a separate
school like the one at Ratmalana, and the Diocese
put up one at Kaithady. Children who studied there
were trained in skills and were helped to lead useful
lives.

Miss Hutchins was a lover of Carnatic music, which
she learnt along with Tamil, in India. She translated
many lyrics into English and trained the inmates to
sing them at services. A Lily flute was the only
accompaniment there,.and she herself played it. With
the co - operation of the Presbyters and the teachers,
even dramas were staged and films shown to attract
the God loving children to the fold. Her dedication
and devotion to evangelistic work was such that
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she cycled about along with the Presbyter and gave
the people the Gospel message.

In times of illness of inmates of Karuna Nilayam, the
Presbyters and teachers helped her to get medical
attention for them. They even joined in helping
people with the transaction of business in
Government departments, as many did not know
how to get it done.

Miss Hutchins had many problems with the inmates
of Karuna Nilayam but she took them in her stride.
According to the Rev. Alfred Chinniah, one day
when he had gone there to meet Miss Hutchins, he
saw a mentally retarded girl from the orphanage
abusing Miss Hutchins for some time, but the latter,
without taking any notice of it, was busy with her
own correspondence. After the girl had left she
merely remarked, “Oh, poor creature!”. Another day,
at about 7.00 p.m. a girl had a quarrel with the matron,
ran out of the compound and took her stand on the
main road. No amount of pleading from Miss
Hutchins could make her come back. At last, at 10.30
p.m. she returned, but without going to the
dormitory, she slept in the Church. Miss Hutchins
too spent the night with her in the Church like a real
‘Amma’. On another occasion, Rev. Chinniah saw a
girl in a delicate state of health, tired and worried,
walking slowly into the home. Miss Hutchins
recognized her and said “Akka has come to have
her baby”. The unwanted mother and the unwanted
child found shelter there.

Many a soul was saved and benefitted and came up
in life through the evangelistic services rendered
by Miss Hutchins. A teacher from Thaniuttu,
Mullaitivu, while staying in the hill country with his
wife and five children, suddenly died prematurely
and the mother and children came to Karuna Nilayam
for shelter and protection. The salary of that teacher
there was only Rs.20/=. Miss Hutchins gladly
welcomed them and brought them up in faith and
wisdom and the children became teachers and school
principals; of their own children 3 became doctors,
2 engineers, 3 teachers and 3 others businessmen.
From family to family Miss Hutchins’ evangelistic
work was carried on and a good society was built
up by the family from Thaniuttu.

In 1980, at the opening of a new building at Karuna
Nilayam, the MP for Kilinochchi had this to say;

“Years ago I met Miss Hutchins in town for the first
time. She was carrying a bag of cement on her
bicycle. I was from then on, taken up by her great
service rendered to the community. I earned many
enemies for not nominating a few to be J.P.s. In the
case of Miss Hutchins, it was after much persuasion
that she accepted the nomination with great
reluctance. A public meeting had been arranged to
felicitate her, but Miss Hutchins, coming out of the
Magistrate’s Chambers after taking the oaths, told
her admirers very firmly, “No tamashas” and the
meeting was cancelled and the printed notices were
quietly destroyed .

Two months after this, one Sunday as the Presbyter
from Kopay and another teacher were going to the
Karuna Nilayam Church to conduct the Sunday
service, they met Miss Hutchins as she was hurriedly
preparing to leave to meet Mr. Velayuthan, J.P., to
get his signature to change the rice ration books of
two new admissions. Both, the teacher and the
Presbyter had to remind her that she too was a J.P.
and that her appointment was published in all the
papers. Only then did she remember the title given
to her and smilingly said, “Yes, I can also sign that
application” and returned to Church. These
incidents clearly show, how she never wanted any
high post or publicity speeches or garlands. She
only wanted to draw closer to God and draw others
to God, by her dedication and devotion to
evangelistic work.

The 25th Silver Jubilee celebration of Miss Hutchins
and her Missionary work took place at Kilinochchi
on 29th October 1980. Many well wishers, V.I.P.s
and invitees were assembled for the Thanksgiving
Service as “Amma” wished to have it. Mr. Rajendran,
a retired Principal, opened his speech by. saying:
“We all have witnessed with our own eyes, the
surmounting problems our Amma underwent, and
all the discomforts she had from wild beasts, insects
and mosquitoes. Ammah turned the jungly spot, ...”
But before he could complete the sentence Miss
Hutchins rose from her seat, ran up to Mr. Rajendran,
caught him by the hand and said, “Mr. Rajendran,
you don’t know how to speak. Please, please, go
and take your seat,” and started pulling him down
from the stage. The audience looked perplexed. Mr.
Rajendran apologetically smiled and said “Sorry,
Ammah” and then changed the tone of his speech
and went on “Her Lord and Master guided her and
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gave her strength and support to put up this Karuna
Nilayam”. Only after that was Ammah pleased and
said, “That’s the way you should speak” and the
audience started applauding.

Forty years ago, as Miss Hutchins cycled round
the dusty roads of Kilinochchi, doing shopping for
Karuna Nilayam or taking sick girls to hospital, she
was somewhat of a curiosity and the people of
Kilinochchi regretfully admit that she was hooted
and jeered at by those who were not used to the
sight of a female riding a bicycle. Even in this Miss
Hutchins was a pioneer and today there are probably
more females on bicycles and motorcycles in the
streets of Kilinochchi than males. For a short time
Miss Hutchins rode even a motorcycle, but later
only a pedal cycle. Once a Presbyter went to her
place on his motorcycle to discuss a problem. After
having finished his discussion he started to leave,
but Miss Hutchins asked him whether she too could
go with him on the pillion. He himself being a novice
to the motorcycle, planned to give an excuse. But it
was too late, because she had already made herself
comfortable on the pillion and the Presbyter had
nothing else to do but to take off, with a bit of caution
and apprehension. A young Pastor, complete with
cassock, with his precious cargo, providing
impromptu entertainment to everyone on the road!
It had been a great relief to the Pastor when he
dropped the delighted Missionary at Karadipoku.

“White Ammah” was a God parent to many of her
orphans and even at her own expense she had
arranged marriages for them and often visited them
to keep them in close touch with God.

Miss Hutchins was honest and scrupulous in all
things and worked out her mission with devotion
and sacrifice. The Archdeacon of Colombo, Ven. J.J.
Gnanapragasam, visited Miss Hutchins once; she
had detailed to him the tragic end of an inmate and
mentioned that she had spent something over Rs.
100/= from money allocated for daily expenses and
that she had good faith that money would be sent
to her by God soon. The Archdeacon handed over
to her Rs.50/= which had been sent through him to
be given to her. ‘Ammah’ was very happy and told
him that the rest also would be sent by God. It was
a surprise that afternoon when the postman brought
her a letter and she had opened it in his presence. It
contained a money order for Rs. 100/= sent by an

Executive from Uppalam. What an unshakable faith
she had in the Lord.!

The open handed nature of ‘Ammah’ could not be
accepted by a few there. Also, she showed too much
sympathy to some ‘undesirable’ characters who
went to her for help. One day, a man dressed like a
servant went to her and said that he had come all
the way from the hill country to Jaffna to find a
small job, but on his way his suitcase and money
and belongings had been lost. He wanted her to
help him to get back to his home. ‘Ammah’ was so
taken up by his fabrication that she gave him money,
food and even clothes for his return journey. After
he had left, ‘Ammah’was told that man’s routine of
life was at the bus stand and other public places.
Ammabh said, “He has not deceived me, but deceived
God”.

When age did not permit her to run the place and a
successor took over, she continued to reside there
in her simple abode, keeping a watchful eye on the
life there. A few days later there was an incident that
hurt Amma’s soft heart. A pregnant girl went to the
new warden, explained her situation and entreated
her to show mercy on her and give her some shelter
and protection. The warden ignored her entreaties,
saying that she was a bad girl and that once before
also she had come there like that, and refused to
help her. The girl went sadly, but when it was dark
she went by the back door to ‘ Ammah’s room, shed
bitter tears at her feet and told her all that had
happened to her, her appeal for help to the warden
and her refusal. ‘Ammah’ was highly worried. She
talked compassionately and relieved the girl’s
burden a little and sent her back promising to help
her later.

For 2 or 3 days ‘Ammah’ was troubled in mind and
prayed earnestly to the Lord. On the third day Pastor
Selvam went to see her and found her much worried.
‘Ammah’ asked Pastor Selvam to arrange another
lodging for her. The Pastor was very upset and went
to the warden who told him what had happened 3
days before and admitted the fact that Miss
Hutchins’ worry would have been due to that
incident. Pastor took the address of the girl, went to
her house and brought her to Ammah and said that
she could be given shelter there. It was only after
that ‘Ammah’ said “If there is no place in the Home
founded by God for such unwanted mothers, I too
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have no place here”. During her life, from the age of
27 until her death, her lifelong example remained
consistent and committed to the fundamental
principles that set her apart from those around her.
She was loved by the down trodden and the poorest
for her caring and humane approach. She was
genuinely concerned with each one’s problems and
everybody who approached her went back with a
lighter heart. She lived the commandments to the
fullest. Her ‘Love of God” was manifested in her love
for all people, irrespective of class, creed or race,
rich or poor.

“The Independent” of 9th February 1995 says under
the headline’ White Granny’ defies Sri lanka’s War.
Tim McGirk in Kilinochchi meets an English
Missionary who refuses to leave the orphanage she
founded” (Reporting in his own words).

“The war does not always stop at the gate of Muriel
Violet Hutchins’ orphanage. An Anglican
Missionary, Miss Hutchins is now 96 and wheelchair
bound. Her hearing and eyesight have dimmed, so
she is spared the vision of battle raging around her,
‘the bullets slashing through the coconut palms from
helicopter gunships circling in the sky, the Sri Lankan
soldiers hunting down a young Tamil rebel in a
corner of the orphanage, past the little chapel where
the girls pray.”

“The front line in this ethnic war between the Sri
Lanka army and the Tamil Tiger guerrillas has ebbed
a few miles from Miss Hutchins’ orphanage, across
rice fields, jungle and a mine field. A ceasefire has
lasted nearly three weeks and it is safe for the Vellai
Partie the ‘White Granny’, as her girls fondly call
her to be wheeled out on to her verandah.”

“For more than 40 years the Vellai Partiecared for
the orphans and the mentally handicapped children
of Northern Sri Lanka. In the beginning, after her
school teacher’s saving ran out, she raised money
to feed her abandoned children by sewing
pillowcases. Now, it is Miss Hutchins’ orphans who
are looking after her. Two Tamil girls had brushed
her white hair, fine as cobwebs, and hugged her
with natural affection as though she were a favourite
old doll.

“A few years ago bombs were landing just in front
of the chapel,” said Dhaya Mohan, the warden of

Karuna Nilayam orphanage, “and we had to flee into
the countryside. For six miles the girls took turns
carrying Miss Huchins. Then, when the column of
orphan girls and their White Granny reached a
Church far removed from the fighting they tended
her for three months, sleeping rough, until it was
safe to return to the orphanage. “Miss Muriel didn’t
want to go, not without her dogs and her
belongings,” recalled Mrs. Mohan, “but it was so
dangerous with the bombs falling. We didn’t even
have time to take any pots for cooking. When we
got back, the fighters had put mines in the garden.”

Her orphanage in the town of Kilinochchi is now
held by the Tamil Tigers. To the Sri Lankan soldiers,
the Tiger guerrillas are feared as fanatical and often
suicidal killers, but according to an Anglican
Archdeacon, the Ven. Godwin Weerasuriya, who has
often visited the orphanage. “Miss Hutchins may
be living in the midst of a war, but the Tigers have a
good opinion of her. You could say ‘the boys’ are
taking care of her too”.

“More than 130 girls are being housed, fed and
schooled; many were brought to the orphanage after
their parents were killed in air raids or crossfire during
12 years of conflict. Miss Hutchins set up the
orphanage in her fifties, after retiring as a teacher in
Jaffna, the main city of the Tamil speaking part of Sri
Lanka. One former resident remembers her as a loving
person, but a disciplinarian, quick with her cane.

“She always said she wanted to be buried here”
said the Archdeacon.

But lately, as Miss Hutchins sits on her verandah
beside the flowering temple tree, her thoughts
strayed back to the England of her youth.
“Whenever I speak to her in English”, said Mrs.
Mobhan, “Miss Muriel gets into one of her moods.
She keeps asking me to take her back home to see
her people. But that’s impossible, I don’t think she
would survive the journey.”

“For nearly five years no diplomat from the British
High Commission has been allowed to cross into
rebel held territory to check on Miss Hutchins.”
“There may be a war going on but she’s probably
best off where she is,” said one diplomat. “It seems
her orphans are giving her the loving care she
needs.”
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In her youthful days, the Senior Civil Servants in
the Government, Mercantile Executives and Planters,
were English. According to one of her closest
associates, Mrs. B. Swarna Nallanayagam, Many a
troubadour had tried to serenade and set up an
unsuccessful rendezvous. She was impervious to it
all and said “No”. As Miss Hutchins did not have
any intellectual companionship in Kilinochchi, she
avidly read good books. “During her last five years,
she was not able to move about in her wheelchair,
but she insisted on spending her last days there”.

“Like mother Amy Carmicheal of Donavoor, in South
India, and Mother Theresa of Calcutta, Miss
Hutchins, as a Missionary, fulfilled a Missionary
classic model of total dedication to her Lord, with
absolute commitment to the cause she served and
complete solidarity and identification with the
people among whom and with whom she worked.”
The late Rt.Rev. Bishop D.J.Ambalavanar.

“I was sure then, and I am still convinced, that it is
He and not 1. That is why I was not afraid: I know
that if the work was mine, it would die with me. But
I know it was His work, that it will live and bring
much good”. Mother Theresa,

The holy White Lady received her home call at
Kilinochchi at the ripe old age of 98. The crowds at
the funeral, in spite of the situation in the area,
representing Church dignitaries of all
denominations, leaders of other faiths,
representatives of many organizations and the
British High Commission and almost the entire
population of the area, gathered for her funeral. On
6th March 1996 the funeral service was conducted
by the Rev. Isaac Selvaratnam, assisted by other
Anglican and C.S.1. clergy. According to her wishes,
her body was cremated and the ashes immersed in
the Iranamadu Tank. A service of Thanksgiving was
held at the same time at the Cathedral Church of
Christ the Living Saviour at Bauddhaloka Mawatha,
Colombo 7.

Her soul, with the richly deserved Crown of
Righteousness, rests in peace with her Lord and
Master.

“The righteous shall flourish like the palm
trees. He shall grow like a cedar of Lebanon.
“ Psalm 92:12,

From : Breaking The Alabaster Box
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“You did not choose me; I chose you. I appointed
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that shall last. So that
the Father may give you all that you ask in my name.
This is my commandment to you Love one another.
John. 15:16,

This evening we are gathered here to remember the
life of Muriel Violet Hutchins, a servant of God from
Karuna Nilayam, Kilinochchi. She was called to rest
during Easter in the early hours of 5* March 1996 at
the age of 97. As we remember her, we want to caise
our hearts and minds and thank God for her life and
work amidst the people of Jaffna. It is also
appropriate that we should remember honour on this
day of the Pentecost, as another evidence of the
pouring of the Holy Spirit upon those whom Christ
has chosen. In many ways, we in Jaffna have been
fortunate to have a long line of Christian
Missionaries who have made a lasting contribution
to the expansion, education and the growth of the
Church in Jaffna

people are the characteristics that endeared Miss.
Hutchins to the people of Jaffna. Roving about on
her bicycle she became a part of Jaffna’s landscape.
One saw her and her bicycle everywhere, at Church
services, weddings, funerals, in the market, at homes
of children and students! For 29 years she worked
as a teacher and adminitered demonstrating her love
and her faith touching the children and for those
with promise, found them better schools and
opportunities in life. It was perhaps during these
years that she was able to identify a special need
which was to translate itself in Karuna Nilayam for
the care of the children who had the least
opportunities in life : the poor, destitute, unwanted
and the orphans.

When she retired in 1955, instead of returning to
wales, where she said with her characteristic humour
‘I would be out of place, a stranger with strange
customs, who would suddenly break out in Tamil’.
She with her small pension and 16 children from

Muriel Violet Hutchins was born in Wales on 7%
March, 1899. After her secondary education, she
entered Oxford and studied Classical Greek at
Sommerville College. In 1928 when she was 29, the
Church Missionary Society sent her to Jaffna and
she arrived at Chundikulli Girls’ College as an
assistant teacher, teaching English, Literature and
History. For the next 29 years, till she retired in 19535,
she was in Jaffna involved in education at various
levels. From Chundikulli she went to Kopay Christian
College as Vice Principal and then to Nallur Training
College as Principal. During these years, she made a
lasting contribution to education in Jaffna, in
particular, to the expansion of education for girls.
She learnt Tamil and spoke Tamil so fluently that it
was a pleasure to hear. In later years she was also
able to speak Sinhalese.

Fluency of language, devotion to work, tenacity of
purpose, a sense of humour and an abiding love for

Kilinochchi and the surrounding villages started
Karuna Nilayam orphanage with faith and devotion.
She worked hard often transporting building
materials on her bicycle. Unlike Navajeevanam at
Paranthan, Karuna Nilayam was never conceived in
grand proportions. Its resources were limited, scope
modest and it was the work of a single person who
saw a need and responded in faith.

Over the years the orphahage steadily grew. It has a
chapel, a workshop, a weaving centre, a hostel, .
playground, farm, pipe bournewater and electricity.
She was the soul of the orphanage where the
orphans and others were cared for, taught crafts,
found schools, educated, found employment and
where possible, settled in life. ‘It was a lovely place’
she once wrote, ‘we used to go from house to house
singing songs’. She was loved by the childeren and
loved by the people of Kilinochchi who
affectionately called her ‘Ammah;. She became a
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part of Kilinochchi. Recognising her service at
Karuna Niliyam, Bishops and Ministers would visit
her and the orphanage. Rev. Isaac Selvaratnam was
one of the Anglican Ministers who was close to her.
He often visited her.

However life at the orphanage was never easy,
particularly since 1985 when Kilinochchi came to be
in the heart of the war zone. She wrote “the war has
meant hard times for everyone, including the
orphanage. Quite often, because of fighting and
bombing, we had to take the children and hide in the
jungles. I get along very well with the Tamils and
the Sinhalese. Some times I even talk to the Tamil
Tigers. I try to persuade them that co - operation is
better than fighting. But I am eccentricity to them,
and they go their way and I mine”.

Understandably all these physical strains must have
had their effect on her. Aged and physically worn
she says’ “sometimes, I pray to God to take me away
to His world. But He says, wait a while. So that is
what I am doing. I have no regrets”.

Confined to a wheelchair and with restricted
movement she continued to devote her services to
her Lord and Master. Though physically worn, she
was mentally alert till she became briefly ill and
passed away in the early hours of 5% March, 1996.
When the news broke out the next morning, the
entire Kilinochchi mourned the passing away of their
‘Ammah’. At her funeral service several people
spoke paying tributes to her life including Rev.
Selvaratnam and Mrs. Thambirajah. Her mortal
remains were gently bourne in a procession two
miles long and cremated according to her wishes.
Later her ashes were cast into the Iranamadu tank

whose waters continue to transform the parched
lands into flourishing paddies sustaining life.

Her life was indeed a beautiful one. And her life has
a lesson for us. This is a world into which you and 1
as Christians are called to live and to serve God.
And it is precisely in the content of this world, the
Christian life finds its meaning and fulfilment, More
than ever before, we as individuals and groups are
challenged to love one another. We come into contact
with a great number of people and the way we
respond to their needs is the way we serve God.

Muriel Violet Hutchins was a person who devoted
her life to the service of others. Through her
devotion and love, many had a second chance in
life; many had a glimpse of the Master and the
Saviour whom she served. Above all, a true and
sincere Christian.

In Mathew 25 our Lord has a word for them :

“When was it that we saw you hungry or
thirsty and gave you a drink, a stranger and took
you home or naked and clothed you? When did we
see you ill or in prison and came to visit you?”

And the King wiil answer :

“Itell you this, anything you did for one of
my brothers here, however humble, you did for me.”

In the hearts and minds of the prople of Jaffna and
Kilinochchi, Muriel Hutchins lives and the
orphanage she started continues. We thank God for
her life.

R.S. Thambiah
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Muriel Violet Hutchins, born in Wales, was one of
the early women graduates from Somerville College,
Oxford (M.A. Oxon). She came to Ceylon as a CMS
Missionary at the age 0f 29, and lived till the age of
97. She was first posted to Ladies’ College in
Colombo, then moved ‘downstream’ to Chundikuli
Girls’ College in Jaffna, and on to Christian College
in Kopay, a village school at that time, where she
settled down. Her reaction to school teaching was
well expressed in a poem she wrote in 1930, during
her early days. It ends with the following lines:

‘So I thought, I won’t stay here in England
to teach,

But I'll go to Ceylon and do nothing but
preach,

I’ll live in a hut in a jungly place,

Where no one has ever seen a white face,
Where lions look in at the window at night,
And snakes come to visit and probably bite,
And there are no Senior Locals.’

‘Senior Locals’ refers to school leaving examinations.
Her wishes were fulfilled on her-retirement from
teaching, and she added a verse about Kilinochchi
in December 1977.

‘I retired from teaching for years and I got
A transfer at last to a jungly spot,

Where an elephant came to the garden at
night,

And pigs ate manijoc roots with delight,
Where the monkeys came stealing the fruit
fromatree,

And a little green snake paid a visit to me,
And there were no Senior Locals.’

At Kopay she declined to be Head of the institution,
preferring to work under a local Principal. She
established an orphanage, which gave her fulfilment
in life. Her life was more dedicated to service than to
administration. She also worked for a time at Nallur
Teacher Training College and championed the cause
of education of females.

She learnt Tamil with great avidity and took pride in
speaking it correctly, often to the embarrassment of
native Tamils, who slipped into colloquialism and
wrong grammat. Fun was made of the manner in which
she spoke Tamil, and the polished expressions she
used.
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She gave great freedom with
responsibility to her children at the
orphanage and the Boarding House at
Kopay. She took them out on long
walks to as far away as the Ashram at
Maruthanamadam and accompanied
them on the bike. She was once asked
by one of her pupils why she did not
marry, to which she replied, in good
Tamil, that she would have, if she had
met the right person. Although she
remained a spinster, she had a great
maternal instinct. She adopted a ‘son,’
Robert, and took great care of the
‘poorest, the lowliest and the lost’. She
taught English Literature at Kopay, and
this was much appreciated by the
students, who had the privilege to
study the language from a native
speaker who was an Oxford graduate.

She accepted the living standards of
the people around her, during the days
when the ‘sun never set in the British
Empire’. She identified herself with the
people in every way except in the
manner of her dress, which she
probably found more comfortable. I
was once told that when an important
lady politician who was an old Oxford
graduate visited Ceylon, Miss
Hutchins was invited to a formal
banquet in Colombo. After much
thought she declined to go, as she did
not have the right clothing for the
occasion. At a later time, she had to
go into General Hospital, Jaffna, for
surgery, but there were no beds
available. Miss Hutchins offered to
sleep on a mat, and the surgeon, known
for his strictness was dumbfounded.
In the late seventies, I had the privilege
as a doctor working in the hospital, of
visiting her in hospital after visiting
times. She had been admitted for
cataract surgery. 1 was able to
converse with her and get to know her
well. The surgery did not have the
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desired effect, but she accepted it with good grace.

I was present at the opening of Karuna Nilayam in
1955, the year I entered the university. Up till then, I
viewed Miss Hutchins as an unusual person who
caused mild amusement in a schoolboy who enjoyed
imitating her pure Tamil with an English accent. She
occasionally preached at our schools’ evening
Service for St John’s and Chundikuli, which was in
English. She once related the story of a foreign
Governor (or a Missionary), in a Pacific island who
campaigned against the practice of human sacrifices
carried out, usually at dawn, to appease their god.
His persuasions fell on deaf ears, and so he said he
would send a victim for the sacrifice at dawn the
next day. Miss Hutchins controlled her emotions as
she revealed that the victim was the foreigner
himself. When the people realized that the victim
who was sacrificed was the Governor, the practice
was stopped forthwith. It illustrated Christ’s sacrifice
on the cross for human sin.

My parents (Rev. J. T. and Mrs Pushpam
Arulanantham) were friendly with Miss Hutchins,
as my father was connected with work of the CMS.
She used our home when she visited Jaffna from
Kilinochchi, even after my father’s death in 1964.
They encouraged her pioneering work, and spent
time with her at Kilinochchi in the early days.

The usual practice of the Missionaries was to retire
and return to their home country. Miss Hutchins
retired at the age of 55, and used her pension to
found a home for the destitute girls in the jungles of
Kilinochchi. She may have been influenced by the
presence of Navajeevanam in Paranthan, founded
by Rev. and Mrs. Thambyrajah as an agricultural
community for boys. Miss Hutchins’ decision, as a
foreigner, was a sacrificial master move, like the
Pacific Governor she described. Numerous girls and
women of all sorts and conditions in life benefited
from her sacrificial service.

One day around 1982, when I was working at the
Paediatric Clinic at the Jaffna Hospital in the upper
floor of the OPD, overlooking Hospital Road near
the Bus Stand, I took a break and looked out of the
window. 1 saw Miss Hutchins walking on the
pavement carrying a suitcase, with a girl walking a
few steps ahead of her not carrying anything
noticeable. I called out to my assistants at the clinic,

“Come quickly, if you want to see a living saint!”
The girl was presumably from Karuna Nilayam who
was being taken by Miss Hutchins for domestic
employment, the only kind of work available to these
unfortunate girls. Her services were recognized by
the state. She was granted the tightly guarded
Ceylon Citizenship by the Parliament and later made
a Justice of Peace, but honours sat lightly on her.
She had the humility of saints as Mother Theresa of
Calcutta, some of whom are better known than
others. Having seen and got to know her, I have
never been impressed by the “charismatic”
preachers who trumpet the Gospel but do not live it.
Charisma means gift, and the greatest gift of the
Holy Spirit is love.

I once remember discussing life after death with Miss
Hutchins. She remarked that those who believed in
rebirth might be reborn till they reached perfection.
It was a casual remark and she was not making a
theological point, but was respectful of the Hindu
belief in rebirths. She commented with regret about
the silence of the temple bells during the Dravidian
architecture of a Hindu temple, so that people would
not confuse the Christian Gospel with western
culture. Her Christian faith transcended narrowness
of mind, seeing the image of God in every child and
in humanity for whom Christ died.

The last time I saw her was in December 1989, when
I'was visiting her from abroad, during the IPKF times.
I'was in her room with some others at Karuna Nilayam,
when one of the militant groups opened machine
gun fire. The children at Karuna Nilayam screamed
and took cover. I was terrified, as it was the first time
I had come close to machine gun fire. Mrs. Leela
Emerson, the Warden, stepped out and pleaded the
militants to stop. Quite unruffled, Miss Hutchins
coolly asked, “Is it the Tristar?” referring to three
militant groups operating under that name. When I
left Karuna Nilayam, there were two dead people on
the road, and the Indian “ Peace — keepers” simply
passed by on the other side.

Miss Hutchins was blessed with a long life in the
service of the Master, slowly losing her faculties
and earthly ties, moving into closer communion with
God. As she wished, and in keeping with the local
custom, her earthly body was cremated and the ashes
thrown into the Iranamadu tank, symbolically
bringing new life to the area which she had served.
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I was moved by the thought that she did not wish to
be venerated after her death in the form of a tomb or
monument. I was reminded of the words of Jesus
recorded in St. John 12: 24 —26 (NRSV)

“Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls
into the earth and dies, it remains just as a single;

-

but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love
their life will lose it, and those who hate their life in
this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves
me must follow me, and where [ am, there will my
servant be also. Whoever serves me, my Father will
honour.’

Easter 2004
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Opening of the Hall donated by the ‘Kinder Not Hilfe’ of Germany
Dedicated by the Bishop of Colombo on 29 - 06 - 1980

The Rev. S. Jeyanesan, Mr. V. Anandasangarie M. P., Rt. Revd. S. W. Fernando, Bishop of Colombo (Hidden),
Ven. S. D. Horshington - Archdeacon of Jaﬁ‘na, MISS M V. Hutchins, Mr. A. K. Rajendram.
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Kilinochchi meets an extraordinary Welsh
expatriate.

Muriel Violet Hutchins is no ordinary 92 year
old. A British citizen, she lives in an orphanage in
Northern Sri Lanka, in the heart of a war zone
controlled by the rebel Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam.

She came to Ceylon, asitthen was in 1926, as
a teacher in the Northern Jaffna peninsula for the
Church Missionary Society.

“Before that I studied classical Greek at
Somerville College, Oxford,” she says, “and I soon
learned the local languages here. Then I think 1
became too useful to be moved on.”

Now confined to a wheel chair, she spends her
days on a verandah over looking the orphanage
playground, well looked after by the local staff.
They still have her last battered British passport,
which expired in 1953, and which confirms that she
was born in South Wales on March 7, 1899.

“In the old days I used to move about quite a
bit on my bicycle,” she says. “It was easier to travel
then,”

Since the war began the journey to Jaffna, 30
miles to the North, has become increasingly difficult,
It now takes about eight hours by tractor and bicycle,
by boat and on foot.

Hundreds of civilians transporting precious
food supplies North, pass the orphanage every day,
but the surrounding conflict seldom intrudes these
days into Ms. Hutchins’ world.

The Tamil Tigers are fighting a brutal war

Christopher Morris

against the Sri Lankan government, but, despite
sporadic bombing, Kilinochchi has been spared the
worst in the past year.

In 1990 things were different, Ms. Hutchins,
the orphanage staff and 100 children, had to flee
into the jungles for two months to escape fierce
battles and bombing by the Sri Lankan air force.
They lived on a farm owned by the Church of South
India until it was safe to return to Kilinochchi.

These more recent events are confused in her
mind, but her memory of the past is still sharp. She
first came to Kilinochchi from Jaffha in the mid 1950s,
when she founded the orphanage in which she still
lives.

“I got on very well straight away with the
Tamils and the Sinhalese,” she says, her eyes lighting
up in her wizened face. “This was such a beautiful
place. We used to go from house to house singing
Tamil songs.”

Now Kilinochchi has no electricity, no piped
water and no Sinhalese residents. The market place
in the centre of the town is in ruins, and the remains
of an army camp further up the road stands as
evidence of the battles which have raged.

“Sometimes I talk to the Tamil Tigers,” she says.
“I try to persuade them that co - operation is better
than fighting. But I am an eccentricity to them, and
they go their way and I go mine.”

She stresses that she also has friendly ties with
the Sri Lankan army, although her connection with
the world outside has been reduced by the war.
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Ms. Hutchins still corresponds with her
surviving sister, who lives in Gloucester but, she
says, “sometimes the letters go astray.”

A spokesman for the British High Commission
in Colombo admits: “Until recently we had no idea
that she was there.” He need not have worried,
because Ms Hutchins has no desire to return to
Britain.

“I would be out of place there,” she laughs. “A
stranger with strange customs who would suddenly
break out in Tamil.”

The civil war has claimed an estimated 12,000
lives in the past 20 months, most of them civilians,
but Ms Hutchins insists she is happy in Kilinochchi.
Her contentment is partly blissful ignorance,
although she also says ‘She has found her own
peace.’

“Sometimes I pray to God to take me away to
his world. But he says ‘wait a while, wait a while’.
So that’s what I’'m doing I have no regrets.”

( from The Guardian
of 13 February 1992)

Message from

Rt. Rev. S. W. Fernando
The Bishop of Colombo

Fromtine to time we had outstanding men
and women serving the people of our country
performing ministrations of the Church in a manner
that was exemplary and inspiring. Among such
outstanding men and women we count Miss Muriel
Hutchins who has served in Sri Lanka for over 50
years in Kilinochchi.

With high academic qualifications she first
came to our country as a school teacher. On her
retirement from teaching, she could well have
enjoyed the quietness of life in her home — land. but
she turned her back on this and returned to Sri
Lanka. To care for the lowliest and the humblest she
opened for them a Home in Kilinochchi. These
lowliest and the humblest would have been among
the lost if not for the love and outreach of Miss
Hutchins.

We thank God for her and keeping her
committed to God’s love and care and blessing as
she continues this ministry with outstanding vigour
and commitment.

Swithin Fernando
Bishop of Colombo.
29" September 1980

(from : Silver Jubilee Souvenir Karuna Nilayam,
29.10.1980)
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Bom: March 7, 1898
Called to Rest: March 4, 1996

FIRST INNINGS

Muriel Violet Hutchins of Cardiff, Wales, with
Greats, in Modern Languages from the University
of Oxford, came in 1927 to Sri Lanka and joined the
Tutorial Staff of C, M S. Girls’School, Chundikuli.
Sophia Page was the Principal. The school was
geared to proficiency in the English medium and
success at the Cambridge University qualifying
examinations. Lorna van den Driesen, who was a
student of hers in the Senior Form mentions that
she was ‘a brilliant teacher’of English and Teacher
in Charge of the Guides. Beautiful, young and
friendly, Muriel endeared herself to the girls. But
she was not happy. In the poem written for the 1930
Chundikuli Girls’ School Magazine, “The lament of
a Disappointed Missionary” she shared her anguish.
She had been in Britain, a teacher of English of
Shakespeare’s Macbeth and Julius Caesar preparing
girls between ten and eighteen for the Senior
Cambridge examinations and longed for a change of
vocation:

So I thought I won’t stay in England to
teach,

And go to Ceylon and nothing but preach.
I"ll live in a hut in a jungly place,

Where no one has ever seen a white face;
Where lions look in at the windows at night
And snakes come to visit and probably
bite;

And there are no Senior Locals.

But I came and found a prosperous town,
Where motors go up and buses go down,
Where never a snake or lion came by.
And the people I met were as clever as I,

And had all passed the Senior Locals,

So still  am a teacher working away,

At English and Latin the whole weary day,
With girls of all ages from ten to eighteen,
to make their wits sharp and intellects keen
And fit for the Senior Locals.

That is an excellent verse. Indeed her
friends were well known novelists, Vera Britain and
winifred Holtby. If she had remained in England,
she might have distinguished herself as an
outstanding literary figure. But God called her to Sri
Lanka, She responded.

KOPAY GIRLS’ SCHOOL AND ORPHANAGE

In 1931, Muriel moved to Kopay which was
more rural but not jungly! Here she was the
Headmistress of the C.MS. Boarding School for Girls
and Warden of the orphanage. She learnt Tamil and
acquired such proficiency in it, that she corrected
those who did not speak classical Tamill. She
conducted Bible studies and addressed the
Assembly in Tamil. She identified herself with the
school children and had her meals with the teachers
and boarders. She broke down the barrier that existed
between the Missionary who lived in her ‘bungalow’
and the school community. With love and gentle
persuasion, she solved problems in the school
community. Her humble manner, evangelical piety
and utter sincerity attracted children, to love her
and accept Jesus as their Saviour,

She taught them that in Christ there was neither
Jew nor Gentile, rich nor poor, all were one in Him
who had led them to call God, ‘Abba’, Father.
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NALLUR TRAINING COLLEGE

In 1942, Ms Hutchins was appointed Principal
of the Nallur Training College for women. And was
a great influence on the life of the trainees. Her ability
to speak and lecture in Tamil was beyond our
imgination, travelling Third class by train and on
occasions spreading a sheet of paper to sleep on
the floor of the train on the long journeys to and
from Colombo. Like Mother Theresa of Calcutta she
became an icon of love. People respected her
dedication and love for those whom she taught. She
never forgot them. She even arranged marfiages and
provided the bridal trousseau. On one occasion she
lent her own pair of shoes. Unhappily, the bride wore
the right shoe on the left foot and vice versa! This,
however, was rectified when the bridal couple walked
to the vestry and signed the Marriage Register.

SECOND INNINGS KARUNANILAYAM

The greatest obsession in Muriel’s life was to
present Christ to the villagers, untrammelled by
working for the Department of Education.
Evangelism and Social Service to her were one.
“Preach and serve the community”. This was her
credo. The opportunity came when she retired from
teaching. Many Missionaries, often long to return
home on retirement. But to Muriel, Sri Lanka was
home. The girls whom she loved and cared for, were
her children and they fondly called her, “Ammah”.
But where was she to begin the second phase of her
work?

The Jaffna Christian Missionary Society had some
years earlier, allotted land to start work in
Kilinochchi. But no one was available to commence
it. After a short furlough in England, she offered to
work there. The Church Missionary Society was
concerned and doubted the wisdom of allowing her
to risk her life in the remote arm of Sri Lanka. But she
was firm in her conviction. Here was the mission
station she had dreamt of — the jungles and the quiet
life of the village. To it she offered all her talents and
hard earned savings: Bishop Archibald Graham
Campbell and Archdeacon John Navaretnam gave
her the encouragement and support she needed.
Karuna Nilayam became a haven for the orphan,
the single mother and the homeless. The orphans
were cared for and sent to the local State schools.

The homeless were taught skills, needlework,
knitting, weaving, growing vegetables and poultry
rearing. They learnt to become self employed and to
repay the kindness shown. A chapel beautiful was
built and indigenous services conducted. She could
play the violin and sing the Tamil Bhakti Lyrics.
Villagers heard the music and responded.

KARUNAI AMMAL -
BENEVOLENT MOTHER

The simple, Spartan life she led, had its effect
on her health, She fell ill and had to be hospitalized.
The amber light had shone on her - Faith journey.
Delegation of authority to others, creation of a
Board, and planning for the future began. She
rejoiced that there were others to carry on her work.
In her wheelchair she would move about and
welcome friends and visitors. Her memory began to
fail in the latter years, but her love for the lonely, the
marginalised and the distressed never failed. Karuna
Nilayam became a ‘maddam’ temporary stop over,
to those who had been rendered homeless as a
result of the ethnic conflict. She died after a long
and glorious witness to the Faith. She lives in the
hearts of many, who came to know and saw in her
the love of Jesus..

Muriel the teacher

who came from the West,
appeared before Jesus

having done her best,

for folk of all ages,

even girls ten to eighteen:
Taught them the Faith

and made them keen,

To glow with heavenly sheen
And, aye, by - pass the A levels!

Muriel, the indefatigable Apostle of the Evangel,
Apologist, Missionary par excellence has realised
her magnificent obsession. May she find peace in
the presence of the Lord she loved so much and
served so well. May the work she began, by the
grace of God, continue to flourish.

(AD MAJOREM DEI GLORIAM)

Rev. A. J. C. Selvaratnam
From : The Ceylon Churchman 1996
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“Darkness simply indicates the absence
of light” — 1 forget where I read this but it certainly
serves as an appropriate introduction to this humble
tribute to Miss Muriel Hutchins of Karuna Nilayam
(‘and sister Elizabeth Baker of Navajeevanam) two
familiar foreign Missioneries who, over 2 decades
ago had the nerve and daring to come to the darker
areas of Kilinochchi — Paranthan, bringing with them
the light which God in His Great Wisdom and love
bestows upon His chosen few.

Miss Muriel Huchins Who had been
Principal of Chundikuli Girls’ College, Kopay
Christian College and the Union Training College
earlier, volunteered to venture into the then jungle
areas of Karachchi 25 years ago. To one who can
recall what this area was like 25 years ago, Sister
Muriel’s decision could only be called sheer
audacity, backed only by big bold Faith; with little
financial cover except her own pension, she was
nonetheless able to gather round her quite a number
of friends which was all she needed to begin work.

Her mission was to go out into the
impoverished, neglected, mentally retarded, or
exploited young mothers and girls and release them
from bondage regardless of race, religion, caste,
disease or viles. Tender concern for such lost people
was implanted in her, a concern which knew no
bounds or barriers in her message of mercy and love.
Without elaborate preparations with no pandals,
Tablets, Tom Toms or speeches to welcome her, she
came silently and immediately began her campaign.
Unremitting Christian love started flowing freely into
the almost hidden village huts as she sought out as
inspired and guided by higher sanction, and met
terrified young mothers or girls whose visible or
invisible wounds she had undertaken to heal and
this she accomplished by relieving and releasing
the sick in mind, body and spirit with an ardent love
which refused to be diminished whatever the
circumstances or time or place it may be. There was
never too little or too much work needing attention
as she moved from one task to another through 2
hours of the day — from visiting to counseling,
building to marketing, accounts keeping to feeding;
she was since been a model of true Christian love

and strength. She also had a liberation campaign for
stray cats and dogs which even now take an
immediate attachment to her. If one were to go to
see her at Karuna Nilayam, one would wonder
whether a cat — and - dog life was on the menu; for
often every available seat would be occupied by
one of her feline or canine guests and the visitor
could expect an indifferent sleepy eyed ‘hello’ from
one or several of them who would go back to sleep
perhaps with a complaining growl for the
‘inconvenience caused’.

She took all daily work in her stride — it is
common sight to see her riding a bicycle even in
recent years, with her marketing hanging
precariously on her bicycle. For a short time she
rode a motor cycle (which, if I remember right was
named ‘Rabbit’), but later took permanently to the
pedal cycle. I had occasion to meet her one day
long ago, and as I also rode a motor cycle in those
days, I went along on it. Having discussed my
problem, I was planning to leave when she asked if

Ammah

she could come too on the pillion. Being a novice to
the motor cycle, my immediate intention was to find
an excuse; - I found I was too late because I saw
that she had already made herself comfortable on
the pillion and there was nothing for me to do but
take off, which I did with some apprehension. You
may imagine the sight, with me a young Pastor
complete with Cassock, with my precious cargo
grasping me round the body — it was mimicry of a
high order like a full grown chimp carrying its young
on the back, and we were unwittingly providing
impromptu entertainment to everyone on the road.
Anyway a good laugh was had by all and it was
with great relief that I dropped the delighted
Missionary at Karadipokku. No insurer would have
agreed to underwrite that risk.

Coming back to Miss Hutchins and her
activities, she had accomplished much by the time
we came to the area to carry out our own work.
Desparate people whohad come to treat the ‘social
worker’ with reserve, even with disdain, now had
confidence to entrust their problems in the Christian
worker, to accept and be accepted. The ground had
been made fertile, the harvest was plentiful, and the
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missionery Sister Muriel, fired with enthusiasm to
obey higher commands. This she has been doing
unceasingly and Karuna Nilayam is indeed a witness
to just one lone Missionary’s obedience to God’s
work on earth, His Love and the possibilities facing
men, women and children wishing to establish their
purpose as intended by the Mighty Creator.

It is worthy of mention that though she
was and remains to be a strong. Anglican, Sister
Elizabeth Baker a lifelong Methodistand I, aC S. 1.
Presbyter, our concerted efforts and close — knit
fellowship have borne out the fact that a One in
Christ muted understanding of working through the
Lord and Master is the only answer to human
problems in whatever dimensions they may appear
to earth — bound man.

Those who know Miss Hutchins will whole
- heartedly agree that her plain undiluted love
flowing freely and unceasingly as she continues to
be used by God as she has done over the past 25
years in the Kilinochchi — Paranthan area. The

thousands of once confused women and children
on whom she has lavishly poured out her love and
care are witnesses to God’s unlimited love to those
who submit themselves to Him without compromise.
Mother Theresa said “Social service is for a cause,
love is for a person” this is the essence of Sister
Muriel’s mission.

If returns is the criterion for one’s work,
Miss Hutchins receives it in abundance through
the looks of affections, the signs of hope and the
smiles she sees on the faces of those whom she has
rescued from society’s conspiracy against its weaker
members. We on our part, continue to pray that God
will keep restoring and renewing her with resources
and strength as she ploughs on refusing to be
intimated by age or personal hardships. May God’s
richest Blessings continue to abide with Miss Muriel
Hutchins, His ambassadress in our midst.

Navajeevanam

(from : Silver Jubilee Souvenir Karuna Nilayam,
29.10.1980)

GOTELL EVERYONE

God’s Spirit is in my heart
He has called me and set me apart
This is what I have to do.

He’s sent me to give the good news to the world
Tell prisoners that they are prisoners no more
Tell blind people that they can see

And set the down troddon free.

And go tell everyone the news that the kingdom
of God has come

And go tell everyone the news that God’s
Kingdom has come

Just as the Father sent me

So I am sending you out to be

My witnesses throughout the world.
The whole of the world.

Don’t carry a load in your neck

You don’t need two shirts on your back
The workman can earn his own keep
Can earn his own keep.

Don’t worry what you have to say
Don’t worry because on that day
God’s spirit will speak in your heart.

Staff of Kuruna Nilayam - 2007

Warden - Miss. Mary Renika
Asst. Warden - Miss Esther Seenithamby
Chaplain - Rev. 8. K. Daniel

- Ms. V. Sharmini
- Ms. G Thadsayini
- Mrs . I. Parameshwary

Home Mothers

Cook - Ms. V. Parvathi
Assistant - Ms. M. Indrakanthi
- Ms. K.Kohila
Watcher - Mr. T. Soundararajah
Counselor - Miss. S. Banureka

Store Keeper - Miss. K. Vijajalaxmi

Karuna Nilayam -
Board of Management - 2005

Director - Ven. S.P. Nesakumar
Warden - Ms. S. Mary Renica
Treasurer - Rey. Charles David

Rev. N.J. Gnanaponrajah
Mrs. T. Kirubanandarajah
Mr.A Jayaweerasingam
Mr.A.Amos

Mr. S. Aruiprasad

Mr. Pakkiyarajah

Mrs. Nishanthini Daniel
Mrs. V. Varatharajah

Mr. E. A. Amurtharajah
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My Contact with Miss Hutchins began in
1966, when 1 was appointed Priest in charge of
Kilinochchi and Tharmapuram. I was struck most
forcibly by her dedication and devotion to
evangelistic work. We used to cycle about and give
the people the Gospel message. In times of illness
we helped them to get medical aid. We transacted
business for them at government offices as they did
not know how to get about it. We also staged dramas
and showed films to put across the Gospel
effectively. Karuna Nilayam served the needs of
many girls. Here they found a home from home. They
were also trained in needle work and coir making,
Miss Hutchins had many problems with the immates
of Karuna Nilayam. One day when I was there, a girl
who was a mental case came to Miss Hutchins and
went on abusing her for some time. But Miss
Hutchins did not take any notice of her, but carried
on with the correspondence she was working at,
After a while the girl left and Miss Hutchins merely
remarked “O poor creature”. She could put up with
anything! On another day one of the girls quarreled
with the matron and ran out of the compound and
took her stand on the main road. No amount of
pleading by Miss Hutchins could make her come
back. Finally she returned at 10 p. m. Even then she
refused to go to the dormitory and slept in the

1SS HUTCHNS - j fuew

Rev. Alfred Chinniah

Chapel. So Miss Hutchins also spent the night with
her in the Chapel. A real mother she was to the girls.
On still another occasion I noticed a girl walking
into the home. She was in a delicate state of health.
She looked tired and worried. As soon as Miss
Hutchins saw her she recognized her and said...
“Akka has come to have her baby.” The unwanted
mother and the unwanted child found shelter. It is
no surprise that people began to call Miss Hutchins
affectionately “*Amma”.

It is widely known that she has become
part and parcel of the peaple of Kilinochchi. She
lives a simple life, speaks Tamil, enjoys a rice and
curry meal, eats with her fingers, goes about on a
push cycle and she loves and serves the people.
We hope and pray that God will grant her the
strength she needs to carry on His work for the
greater glory of His name.

Her life reminds me of the lines from
Stephen Grell “ I expect to pass through this world
but once; Any good thing therefore that I can do, or
any Kindness that I can show to any fellow creature;
Let me do it now; Let me not defer or neglet it, for I
shall not pass this way again.”

(from : Silver Jubilee Souvenir Karuna Nilayam,
29.10.1980)

Message from
Ven. S. D. Horshington, B.D.
The Archdeacon of Jaffna

I am very happy to send this message
on the occasion of the completion of 25 years of
glorious service, both to the Church and the
people of Kilinochchi by Miss Murieal V. Hutchins.
I have been associated with Miss Hutchins closely
only for the last two years. I realize that she is one
of the very few, the like of whom we hardly ever
meet, whose life of utter sacrifice and service puts
us to shame. Many in Kilinochchi have witnessed
to me how during the last 25 years, many have
been helped by her ministry. The poor and the
deprived have been fed and clothed; The children

from broken homes provided with a home from home.
The unmarried mothers rehabilitated in society, and
the unwanted child given a chance in life. Wives
fleeing from temporary shelter return home under
better and happier auspices.

How much we need to thank God for her
life and the lives of the like of her so rare today. May
God bless, support, comfort and uphold her in the
evening of her beautiful life.

Sam D. Horshington
29.10.1980

(from : Silver Jubilee Souvenir Karuna Nilayam,
29.10.1980)
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The earliest reminiscences that I have of
this grand old lady dates back to the early thirties
when she was the principal of the Women’s Training
College, Kopay. It was during this period that the
Protestant Schools had as their head, Missionaries
of the calibre of Peto of St. John’s, Bicknell of Jaffna
College, Book walter of Uduvil and Northway of
Chundikuli. They brought to bear to their work a
very keen sense of duty, fair play, intelligence and
integrity. Miss Hutchins to whom specially I wish
to pay my tribute today on the 25" Anniversary of
her pioneering work in the wilds of Kilinochchi, has
many more intrinsic qualities which we should well
appreciate and share. Many an anecdote to her life
style will be referred to her in these pages and I
wish to place on record my views also.

When she was at Kopay, Sunday evenings
were set apart weekly to conduct a school for the
children attending daily classes at Kaithadi West
Mission School. Punctually at 4p.m. she would arrive
by her now famous Baby Austin (match box) driven
by Joseph Gabriel of Nayanmarkadu and a well
packed band of teachers to conduct these classes.
She herself conducted a class in Tamil and kept the
children spell bound with her witty stories. She
always brought with her a packet of sweet meats
which she joyfully shared with the children.
Proselytizing was not her objective but only the
sharing of the good word of our Lord and joining in
their friendship and fellowship. It was during Miss
Hutchins’ Principalship that an Orphanage Dept.
was added to the school at Kopay and for its
maintenance the Government paid a grant of Rs. 75/
- per pupil. Another change that took place during
her era was that a basket making unit was added to
the Industrial Dept. Until the year 1930 there were
officially two schools in the Girls’ school compound.
The bilingual Girls’ Boarding school and the Tamil

Mixed school. It was during Miss Hutchins tenure
as Principal, that the two schools were amalgamated
under the name of Kopay Girls’ Vernacular Boarding
school and it catered much more for those who
wished to stress the Tamil side of their education.
Miss Hutchins was very proficient in Tamil and she
had great delight in singing Tamil lyrics with the
girls of this school.

Her life style is exemplary to us Sri Lankans.
In forms of dress and day to day living she practiced
simplicity. It is said that simplicity was so much that
when she attended a dinner given in honour of one
of her past pupils at Kopay, one of the curries served
there was drumsticks. She relished it so much that
she even ate the skins — when one of the participants
enquired as to what had happened to the skins she
promptly replied “ preir  geimed GLar” (Naan
thinruvidden) The question arises as to why is she
a Missionary still devoted to her work with us — It
entirely depends on your point of view but in Miss
Hutchins, it has been a life as it really is. She does
not look forward to enconiums or bouquets. She is
here to deepen our faith and knowledge — She
believes in the need to come closer to God to draw
more of His strength and love and to give out of
these qualities plentifully to others. To her it is a
realization that life’s difficulties are not intended to
arrest our progress, but to increase our speed — She
has left behind her home, family, friends and
belongings and has received in return a huge new
Jaffna family of brothers and sisters. She is able to
see life as it really is and her struggle is a peaceful
struggle — Yes she is in the place where the Lord
wants her to be. May this Grand Old Lady serve us
AD MULTO ANNS - OS,

Sam. S. Sathaseevan

Silver Jubilee Souvenir Karuna Nilayam,

(from :
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MURIEL HUTCHINS
OF KILINOCHCHI

A few of us went by a special bus from
Jaffna to meet Miss Muriel Hutchins at ‘Karuna
Nilayam’, Kilinochchi and to see her work of
sacrificial love and service to the poor, the orphans,
the deprived and women and girls with problems.
As we approached ‘Karuna Nilayam’ and the bus
slowed down we were overtaken by a white lady on
abicycle. Before the bus could stop at the main gate
and we could get off the bus, there she was again
waiting at the gate to welcome us. She had entered
the compound by a side entrance, and leaving the
cycle, was there to receive us. She was barefooted
and blood was oozing from a wound in one of her
legs. This was Miss Hutchins. She was seventy nine
and slightly bent! One could not but look with awe
and reverence on such a personality, through whom
the love of God radiated.

As we entered the gates, there stood before
us St.Paul’s Church built in Dravidian style. Passing
the Church we came to ‘Karuna Nilayam’ in a grove
of trees. In the midst nestled the buildings: the
warden’s house, dormitories, a coir work room,
sewing centre and other buildings. When Miss
Hutchins came in here, it was all jungle. Just an acre
had been cleared for the occasion. The warden’s
house was just a room and a barely furnished
verandah. No other building, not even the Church
had come up. It is said that elephants often paid
visits to this area! Many recollect that it was an
unforgettable day when on 29th October, 1955, Miss
Hutchins was installed as a Missionary to
Kilinochchi and the Late Archdeacon Navaratnam
and the Rev.R.C.Luckraft, the C.M.S. representative,
officiated at the service. A large number of Christians
from Jaffna were present and Miss Hutchins, with a
companion Mrs.Harriet Ponniah and a gardener,
went into residence on that day.

Miss Hutchins’ parents were from Wales
and after graduating from the Oxford University, she
did a spell of three years teaching at Stovebridge.
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Her father was a Methodist. However, while at
Stovebridge, she seems to have joined the Anglican
Church and later offered her services to the C.M.S.
She had still a love for the Methodist Hymnal. The
C.M.S. sent her to Ceylon in 1927. But soon after
her arrival, she went to South India to the Language
School to do her Tamil. Coming back after eight
months, she did a short spell of teaching at
Chundikuli and later was in charge of the orphanage
and the Tamil Boarding School at Kopay. When the
boys’ and girls’ schools were amalgamated, she
became the vice principal of Kopay Christian College.
For a short time she was principal of the women’s
Training College at Uduvil and ended up as vice
principal of the Training College, Nallur. In 1954 she
retired and went back home on furlough, but soon
came back to live her life in a manner she had longed
for over the years. In this poem given below, the
first five verses which were written by her in 1930
and the last verse added in 1977 reveal clearly her
innermost heart.

The Lament of a Disappointed
School Mistress
1
I was once a teacher away in the West
Teaching English and Latin and doing my best
For girls of all ages from ten to eighteen
To make their wits sharp and their intellects keen
And fit for the Senior Locals.

2
I said I’'m weary of teaching Macbeth
And Julius Caesar bores me to death
No language is duller than Latin [ am sure
I shall really go mad if I teach any more
For these horrible Senior Locals.

3
So I thought I won’t stay here in England to teach
But I'll go to Ceylon and do nothing but preach
I’ll live in a hut in a jungle place
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Where no one has ever seen a white face
Where lions look in at the window at night
And snakes come to visit and probably bite
And there are no Senior Locals.

4
But [ came and I found a prosperous town
Where motors go up and buses go down
Where never a snake or lion came by
And the people I met were as clever as |
And had all passed the Senior Locals.
5
So still I am a teacher and working away
At English and Latin the whole weary day
With girls of all ages from ten to eighteen
To make their wits sharp and their intellects keen
And fit for the Senior Locals

6
[ retired after teaching for five years
And I got a transfer at last to a jungly spot
Where an elephant came to the garden at night
And pigs ate the manioc roots with delight
Where the monkeys came stealing the fruit

from a tree

And a little green snake paid a visit to me
And there were no Senior Locals.

Miss Muriel Hutchins is first and foremost
an Evangelist. Her priority is to preach the love of
God in Jesus Christ by word and life. This has always
been the fire in her heart. At Kilinochchi she, with
her companion Harriet, visited every home in the
neighbourhood. They distributed gospel portions
and tracts. On Fridays, they sang and preached to
the people who came with their produce and
congregated at the market square in readiness for
the fair on Saturday. During weekends, teachers and
Christian friends from Jaffna joined Miss Hutchins
in organizing Evangelistic meetings. Sometimes slide
shows were organized. Open air dramas with an
evangelistic thrust were also staged. When Miss
Hutchins heard that insurgents were stationed at
Akkarayankulam, she went over to meet them and
talk to them. When permission was not granted, she
managed to get scripture portions and tracts
distributed among them.

Though her 27 years service as a C.M.S.
Missionary involved her mostly in teaching, yet it
did give her an opportunity to prepare for her life
work which was to begin at Kilinochchi. She believed

in a simple life and practiced it almost to a fault.
Even in her Kopay days, she used to sit on a mat
and eat with her fingers. She enjoyed a simple rice
and curry meal. It has been said that it is a delight to
see her chewing drumsticks thoroughly in the
oriental fashion. ‘No waste’, was a strict motto with
her. Quite often, she walks about barefooted. Her
normal means of transport was the cycle. On
occasions, she has been seen to transport even
cement bags on her cycle. She is also a brisk walker.
It is said that even men cannot keep pace with her.
When she has to go to Jaffna to sell the broomsticks
or the sewing done by the children, she never
hesitates to carry the broomsticks or the heavy bag
containing the sewing through the streets of Jaffna.
She has also expressed the wish that her mortal
remains should be disposed of in the cheapest way
possible. She has even instructed the carpenter who
works for her, that she should be buried in a coffin
such as used by the poorest costing about Rs.75/=

She seems to have taken to Tamil as a duck
takes to water. It is said that she speaks good
grammatical Tamil and like a pundit, brings out the
nuances and cadences to the language. She loves
singing Tamil lyrics and takes great pains to teach
her children to sing them. On Sundays and other
times when the children assemble at St.Paul’s
Church, Miss Hutchins is there playing the seraphina
and leading the children in singing. It must be said
to our shame, that generally the Holy communion
service is never sung to the beautiful carnatic
setting in our big churches, but at St. Paul’s Church
it is sung regularly with the help of the
Anandanayagams to the great joy of Miss Hutchins.
She is now making arrangements to get the music
set to English notation and printed in England. She
never misses the Whitsuntide meetings at the
ashram, Jaffna. She takes the children also along
and they learn all the new lyrics that are sung. No
doubt, she has completely identified herself with
the language, culture and the music of the people
and it goes a long way to endear her to them.

From her early days, Miss Hutchins was
moved by the plight of the deprived and down
trodden, the social outcast and the weak. Her heart
went out to them in love and service. While at Kopay,
she went all out to create public opinion against
caste discrimination. She always treated all childrens
alike. It was due to her efforts, that the staff produced
and staged a play titled “Sewi_nenwoulsn srey) e
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It did set the villagers thinking about the caste
system. She saw to it, that all lived together as one
happy family in the school boarding. She often took
teachers, and visited schedule caste homes with
them. A number of orphans cared for and brought
up by her hold important positions in the society
today.

Writing of the growth of ‘Karuna Nilayam’
Miss Hutchins says, “None of it was my planning.
We just had to deal with needs as they arose. We
just carried on, until new demands were made which
required new decisions”.

She registered first with the probation
department, so as to offer a home for orphans. The
D.R.O wanted a weaving centre to be started.
However, Miss Hutchins went round to the people
and found that they preferred a sewing school. So
in 1957, the Kopay sewing class teacher along with
the equipment was transferred to Kilinochchi. With
the help of the Late Archdeacon Navaratnam, a class
room, a teacher’s room and a kitchen were put up .

Miss Hutchins also acceded to the request
of the probation department to take in women and
girls on probation. Perhaps, the most difficult part
of her work began with this decision. In the orient,
women have not only been discriminated at every
turn, but also ostracized for the sins of the others.
Society casts a stigma and jeopardizes the whole
life of a woman, who through ignorance or weakness
allows herself to be deceived. One who works in
such a context can easily be slandered. Miss
Hutchins, has had her share of abuse and
accusations. But she has treated them with utter
indifference. Probation girls themselves can be such
a problem. It is by looking after unmarried pregnant
girls, rehabilitating them in society after childbirth,
and giving the unwanted child a chance in life, Miss
Hutchins has shown the Christ love that stoops
ever so low to uplift those who are down. Many
families owe a deep debt of gratitude to her, for this
courageous work.

All along she has been also a great lover of
animals. They are part of her life. At ‘Karuna Nilayam’
there are goats, dogs, cats and kittens. These dumb,
but intelligent creatures of God gather round her as
she sits for a meal. They are fed first,and only then
does she eat! Perhaps it is true, that none of God’s
creatures are turned away from ‘Karuna Nilayam’!

‘ olden ee Souvenir

How has all this been accomplished? One
can only put it down to the tenacious faith in God.
All along, she has depended on her meagre pension
and voluntary donations from well-wishers.
Financial difficulties has dogged her all down the
years. Once, she helped a person in need by giving
the whole of her pension for the month, on the
promise that it would be returned in a few days. But
the person was unable to keep his promise. One can
imagine the anxiety and the embarrassment she must
have been through, with so many mouths to feed.
As many Saints have found, Miss Hutchins also
found that God is faithful.

Miss Hutchins never looked for rewards,
honour or even recognition. Some years ago, a
British High Commissioner visited ‘Karuna Nilayam’
to see whether an O.B.E could be conferred on her.
However, when he found that she was a Sri Lankan
Citizen since 1957, the matter must have been
shelved. It is said that on one occasion, when she
was invited by the British High Commission for a
meeting she turned it down saying that she is not a
British National. Recently, when she was made a J.P,
the Member of Parliament for Kilinochchi confessed,
that it was after much persuasion she reluctantly
accepted it. In any case, the Tamasha that was to
follow her taking of the oath had to be cancelled, for
she would have none of it. The notices that had
been printed had to be quietly destroyed.

If she had a failing, (I wouldn’t call it a fault)
it was that she was rather forthright and abrupt in
her speech at times. However, it only revealed the
strength of her character, the straightforwardness
of her life and the firmness of her convictions. She
never hesitated to say what she felt was right.
Diplomacy was completely foreign to her! On
account of this, it is possible at times to
misunderstand her. However; she is also capable of
retracting if she later realizes that the other person
is right.

For some years now she has been a cancer
patient. She treats it like a simple cold! After her
operation at the Maharagama hospital, she was
provided with a good bed in the ward on the
instructions of the doctor. However, when the doctor
came on his ward rounds, he found her sleeping on
a mat under the bed. She had given the bed to a
needier person! Truly life burnt out in the service of
God and fellow men!
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Cariiaineis In the faith that '['hou‘ art our King and our Savior,
our example and our judge:

and that so long as we are loyal to Thee,

all will be well with us in this world

and in all worlds to come.

Lift up our heart, O Christ

above the false shows of things,

above laziness and fear,

above selfishness and covetousness,
Above custom and fashion,

up to the everlasting truth that Thou art;
That so we may live joyfully and freely

Charles Kingsley

Ven. Sam Horshington

About Karuna Nilavam:

United Nations Development Progiamme - Social Welfare
& Development Centre for Asian Paciflic (SWDCAP) has an’
article on Karuna Nilayam, [t describes Miss Hutchins work at
Karuna Nilayam thus

‘*However as the name of the institution indicates, she
never turned away anmy womin who sought her assistince and
hence the institution turnzd to be muliifunctional. Presently
it hus unwed mothzrs; mentally deranged and defizieut women;
blind, deal and Physically handicapped, destitute children.
refugees and orphans  and Children need of care or protection
The detinquent child too is sheltered here. Ancther interesting
category is the women who seek succour when they are driven
out of their homes by drunken husbands:’
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This letter, Written by Ms. Hutchins herself on 12.09.1982, is a document of historical evidence, which is still in our possesion.

— KARUNA NILAYAM

Ven. SAM D. HORSHINGTON
Kilinochchi

Warden
Miss V.R.R. JAYARATNAM

Warden Emeritus Sri Lanka
Miss M.V, HUTCHINS
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