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B The Sjvathondan

To the Heart that yearns, the Lord draws nigh

Fla &Flen
i Volume: 88 (July- August 2024 ) lssue : 7- 8 i
ot VEL, VEL o
Fau Fla
& . i
i We want the Holy Ash and the Five Letters, vel, vel i
-~ We want to understand that jiva is Siva. vel, vel Fa
i 2
o We want to do japam till it possesses us, vel, vel Pk
s We want to avoid inflicting harm on others, vel, vel Fan
i 2
o  We want to cease from taking birth, vel, vel Qb
sa We want to banish thoughts of women who attract the eyes, et
& vel ,vel ¥
@b @Ib
fa e want never to forget the guru’s feet, vel, vel o
& We want to live devoid of wants, vel , vel b 3
Prb Ui
7a  We want not to steal or kill, vel , vel i
& We want to be free from envy and from anger, vel , vel &
QL PLi
fa We want to live loving all, vel, vel i
& We want to forsake the idea of ‘I’ and ‘mine’, vel, vel i
@Lb QI
fa We want to keep the company of the good, vel, vel S
&£ We want to be unswervingly impartial, vel, vel &
PIb P

fa We want to be true to our word, vel, vel-- el
& We want to know the bliss of being summa, vel , vel &
LD Pu

* @I Flan * @PLb dlay & d?@ti'ﬂaﬂlby%olaha#i’ Iﬂaﬁﬁda&m @Lb Fa i' @I Fau } PLD Fla |
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The Guru-Shisya tradition of true ascetics, who
did not care for material things but contemplated
on the reality of life, was handed over by onc
generation to another by the sages of India. Ceylon,
which is a cultural appendage of India, had the
same heritage. In the Jaffna Peninsula these sages
lived and had their devotees. They transcended
the narrow confines of orthodox religious dogmas
and developed samarasam [a universal religion]
following the footsteps of the Saints of South India.

Among those who shone as a beacon of light in
the North of Ceylon, is Yogaswami. He is the disciple
of Chellappaswami, who lived in the precincts of
Nallur Kandaswami temple. Chellappaswami lived
in a small hut and showed his mystic powers in a
most remarkable way. Although he was coarse in
his appearance, he emanated sweet fragrance and
spoke with great insight and depth of thought.
Chellappaswami met his true disciple in Yogaswami.

After the passing away of Chellappaswami,
Yogaswami inherited the spiritual heritage of his
Guru. He became a beacon of light to those who
floundered in the slough of despondency and
ignorance. He became the spiritual guru of thousands
of people belonging to different creeds and religious
persuasions. To the Christians he cited the Bible. He
often referred to Christ’s incomparable words:

“Love thy God with all thy might
And love thy neighbour as thy self”

To the Buddhists he would often speak of the
supreme precepts of Lord Buddha. To the Muslims
he spoke of the teachings of Mohammad and
the prophet’s love for ‘Allah’. To the Hindus he
spoke of Vedanta philosophy and to the Saivites
he expounded the doctrine of Saiva siddhanta
philosophy. He would say that just as all rivers flow
into the sea, all religions lead to the same goal.

In his early days he often lived under a tree or in
a lonely place. He was found in deep meditation. He
owned no property and cared not for material things.
He took the vegetarian food brought to him sharing
it with all those who were with him. He cared not
for the morrow but preached to the people God’s
ways and the universal message of love towards

Sri Yogaswami of Jaffna

Em

compassion.

Although he was endowed with tremendous
mystic powers he never exhibited them, but those
who closely associated with him could not have
failed to recognize his uncanny powers. Astute
lawyers, eminent doctors, from men of science who
were in constant touch with him will speak of the
mystic powers of the Swami. The life of anyone
whom he met was an open book to him. He believed
in spirits and the efficacy of magic. Although he
never dabbled in magic or encouraged people to
practice it, he once related his experience with a
magician. He said that when he was young he had
met a Muslim magician at Batticalo. Among the
many feats this magician performed in the presence
of the Swami a particular feat impressed him most.
On a cloudless day when the sun was at its zenith, the
magician asked the Swami whether he would like to
see a shower of rain. When the Swami replied in the
affirmative the magician repeated some mantras and
there was a heavy shower of rain immediately. The
Swami was once asked whether he had encountered
spirits. He said that several years ago when he was
seated at the Chundukuli junction, two men who had
no legs were seen leading two horses. When asked
as to where they were going they said they were
going to Oddhisuddan, a village near Mullaithivu.

On another occasion he said that while he was
walking, in the dead of night a person came at a
fast speed and overtook him and went into a temple
through a wall. Anyone who had known Yogaswami
will know that he will never utter an untruth. Modern
research conducted on extrasensory perceptions
confirms one’s belief in spirits.

Yogaswami was a profound scholar in Tamil;
He initiated studies in Thevaram, Thiruvasagam,
Thiruppadals and Puranas. He is the founder of the
Sivathondan Society. He was a poet of no mean
repute, his work ‘Natchintanai’ [Good Thoughts]
is not only a masterpiece of philosophy but is also
chaste Tamil verse. Among the modern writers
of Tamil prose, he had a passion for the works of
Kalyanasundarar. He had a special attraction to
‘Saiva Samarasam’- a work of Kalyanasundarar. He
knew English, Sanskrit, and Sinhalese and would
often converse fluently in these languages with

eople.
oundation.

humanity and urged the people to plead. for diyi
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Yogaswami had many devotees not only in
Ceylon but in distant countries as well. There was
serenity and happiness in his presence. The fragrance
of camphor and the odour of incense in his presence
transported those present to the world of the gods.
The passing away of the Swami has created a great
void. The flame that shed light for nearly ninety years
has been extinguished. The sage that led thousands
who flocked to see him is no more. The grace that
he shed can no more be shared by others. When one

We are the servants of Siva.

What you think, that you become.

without hard work.

involves action or inaction.

PERSEVERE UNTIL YOU ATTAIN SUCCESS

There will be nothing lacking for him, who, without ever forgetting it,
meditates on the holy mantra, that for us there is neither beginning nor end,
neither birth nor death, neither day nor night, neither happiness nor sorrow.

For all this it is necessary to persevere continuously; which means that you
must never become discouraged. No profit will result for him who is afraid
of effort. It is a common saying in the world that no reward will be gained

Persevere until you attain success. Why do you continually allow your mind
to dwell on mean, unpleasant things? Give up that kind of thinking and pray
to God with a full heart. Gladly accept and carry out whatever fate decrees
for you. Finally everything will end in success.

Always impress on your mind that everything is as it is, and perform all
the work and all the duties that naturally come your way-or do not be
concerned with them. Either course is right. It does not depend on action,
nor on inaction. Do not desire to be without work. Do not become caught
in work. Devote yourself to that which naturally befalls you, whether it

SN GHIa 651 a0l

WL CILIT VI,
of the devotees who cared for the Swami posed the
question to him “Whom do I have in this world after

your departure?” the Swami replied, “God”.

Let the work he had done for nine decades live in
the hearts of the people. Let there be some disciple
who in the fullness of time will bloom out to be his
worthy pupil to carry out the great traditions of his
Guru.

- Natchinthanai
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