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Tiruchi Gulam Rasool: Peana
Munaiyit Avai Nootandu
by Thamilmani Maana Mackeen

Before a Sri Lankan con-
sciousness could evolve
among Tamil speaking
writers in the country, it
was the dominance of kes-
ser-known writers in Tamil
across the Palk Strait, who
almost eclipsed whatever
the local talent that was
available, in the primt
medium in Golombo.

couraged local writers. But
it was after the advent of
the late K. Kailaapathy (a
Tamil mteliectual aod
scholar) as editor of the
Thinakaran m the lLate 50,
did a Sri Lankan Tamil
writing took its own shape.
Dramatist

is because his coatributions
too form a part of Sri Lan-

kan Tamil literature and its
history.

This task had been taken
by a leading freelance
Tamil jourpalist in this
country, Thamilmani
Maana Mackeen. He is not
only a-literary and arts
columnist, but ako a
dramatist, short'  story
writer, and a master of
ceremonies,  particularly
during the "70s, when Wes-
tern pop music came into
encroach the othewise
staid light songs, as they
were called dished oui by
untrained local singers in
Tamil.

Maana Mackeen is an
; : Y i
in Tamil His style s his
personality. He is a pace-
setter in local Tamil jour-
and concise writing skills is
far tc be beaten. His per-
ceplion on many matters,
including politics &5 re-
markable and yet he had
not been made use of
properly in the local press,
alhough he had compileda
page of titbits and aritical
comments on practically all
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subjects, in the Thinakaran
some time ago.

Although he is a Muslim
by faith, he is eclectic as the
great  Moghul Emperor
Akbar had been. Abso he is
not parochial. His interests
extend beyond Tamil or
Tamil-speaking interests.
That’s great.

Mackeen is the author of
two . compilations titled
Light Reading and two
more books by him are in
print in Madras now. The
book under review Peana
Munayd  Atai- Nootandu
(meaning half a century at
the point of a pen) is the
first researched account on
a Tamil Nadu Muslim
author undertaken by a Sri
Lankan writer. This book is
sponsored by Hashim
Omuar, his benefactor since
the "70s. The latter is a lead-
ing textile manufacturer in
the country and he belongs
to the Memon community,
A frontline publisher in
Madras, the Manimehalai

published more than 3,000
tities, has for the first time
published a biography of a
Muslim writer. |
Unlike 2 biography per
se. Mackesn's book retells
in an easy style a hudnred
odd items pertaining to his
subject under 14 heads. At-
tractively produced this



142-page book has nearly 4
dozen  phoiographs in
colour. They are pictorial
records of Tiruchi Gulam
Rasool.

The writer Mackeen is
particular that his writing
should pot be heavy and
wants the reader to finsh
reading the book in ome
breath, and he suceeeds in

He is writing for the last 40
years, on religiods matters ®
and writes short stories arti-
cles ete. He used to wrile 1o
film magazines, including
Cinema Lolan, published in
Colombo. j

He had been a
member of the Muslim
League in Tamil nadu and
had written fiery political
comimentaries. Later he

Tiruchi Rasool wrote
profusely to the Sunday
edition of the Thinakaran,
then edited by V. K. P.
Nathan since 1946 while
the other writers from
Tamil Nadu write to the
Virakesari. Then from
1951, he wrote to the Firak-
esari and Suthanthiran.
This writer had published

e e : ey han 100 booklets
his aim. that's journalism joined the Self-Respect 1Pt a7

desirable. However, the  Party. He had visited Sri :\;‘:“:Ym:“ "’"EI"""' He had
first two chaplers 1o me  lanka in 1952, to canvas ~de-plumes

read like puffl writing. Bul  subscription from Lankan Maana Mackeen has also

this is compensated by ad-
eqyate coverage of Rasool

Muslim readers for Shah
Jehan which he edited bet-

included two pieces of
Rasool's crealive Wwriling

and hisworksinsubsequent  ween  1951-1954, The andotherarticles.
chapters. biographer in  his fifth 1 would have welcomed 2
= chapter includes excerpls  critical evaluation of Tiru-

Tiruchi Rasool, 73, had
maintained 4 diary for
more than 40 years. Having
been very poor, he didn't
have any formal education.

from the magazine, which
speak for themselves. This
is something the research
students, particularly of
Islam will benefit immen-
sely.

chi Rasool's crealive writ-
ing. Perhaps that would be
a subject for another book
by Maana Mackeen, the in-
defatigable crusader.

K.S. Sivakumaran
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