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ESPO

[The following are extracts from a paper
which was presented by Ms. Philippa Mcintosh
on the 19th December 1992 at Macquarie
University ( Sydney, Australia). onthe occasion
of the launch of *Vee’ and ‘Nanavidai Thoithal’
at the 60th birthday celebration of Espo.]

I am honoured to share this 60th birthday
celebration of the life of Mr. Sanmugam
Ponnuthurai, or ESPO, as he is more widely known.

Espo has expressed to me the firm conviction
that writers should ‘’defend freedom of expression
at all costs,”’ and he has certainly paid a price for
this ... He is known for his novels, novellas, short
stories, a narrative poem, dramas, essays, satire
and literary criticism. In Sri Lanka, Nigeria and
now in Australia, his gifts have brought pleasure
to others.

He was described, early in his career, as “‘an
authgr who is unique and stands pre-eminent in the
Tamil World. As produter of plays he is superb.””
*‘He is accepted as the best Tamil creative writer
both by Tamil literary connoisseurs in Ceylon and
literary critics in India.”” The Head of Department
of Tamil at the University of Ceylon called Espo
g leading writer and author whose contributions
have earned him a permanent place in Modem
$ri Lankan literature.”” The Chairman of Sri Lanka
Nationa! Film Corporation called him ‘a man of
many talents, a well-known writer in Tamil
medium, a lecturer and public speaker.”

In Nigeria, where he lived and taught during
the 1980s, he was Secretary of the Tamil Cultural
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Association, which sought to preserve a cultural
identity among Tamils in Nigeria, Espo recognised
an inevitable need of many displaced Eelam Tamils
around the world for preserving their identity.
This recognition led to the creation in 1991 of the
*“Akkini Kunchu'’, the International Cultural and
Literary monthly of Displaced Eelam Tamils,
behind which Espo was the driving force. He
continues to be its chief literary Advisor. However,
by its nature the magazine could not meet the need
to preserve the tradition of the performing arts,
Accepting this, Espo pioneered the formation of
Sydney Performing Arts + Literary Academy, which
is now raising awareness among young Tamils of
their rich heritage.

Espo has carried with him, from Sri Lanka to
Nigeria and to Australia, his vision of g cultural
identity among Tamils which crosses borders and
oceans to reach a world wide Tamil community,

This is a landmark occasion because it is the
first time that a writer's two books, written in
Tamil language, have been launched in Australia.
It is an exciting development in Australian cultural
life. A writer of great prominence has made his
home here and the Tamil community here is
enriched by this, as are we Australians who
know him ......
Camperdown

NSW-2050
AUSTRALIA.
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25 years ago

S. Ponnuthurai who has been in the forefront
for nearly two decades, -is perhaps the most
controversial figure in the Ceylon Tamil literary
field,

Born at Nallur on June 4th 1932, he had his
early education at St. Patrick’s and Parameshwara,
Jaffna, Thereafter he proceeded to Madras
University where he graduated, Since graduation
he has served on the tutorial staff of leading
educational institutions.

Writing has be:n and is his first love. He has
written short stories, novels, plays, poems and
literary criticisms, some of which have appeared in
reputed South Indian Journals. It is not merely the
volume of his work which impresses one: his
virtuosity sweeps one off one’s feet. His output
is so stimulating and provoking that is has left its
impress on contemporary Ceylon Tamil writing.
He is also an excellent speaker and fine debater.

Critics may be divided in their assessment of
his work but they are all agreed that he is a stylist
without peer. His fine command of the language
is his greatest strength and, occasionally, his
weakness,

It would not be untrue to say that his work
has certainly earned him a permanent place in
Ceylon Tamil letters.

A.J. CANAGARATNA
- 'ILAMPIRAI’ - September 1968
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