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The Golden Jubilee Of The CSI

“We have heard with our ears O God,
Qur fathers have told ns,
What you did in their days long ago‘'.

C. S. L. Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1947 — 1997 ¥ J. D. C. S. 1 Golden Jubilee

On the 27th of September 1997 the
Church of South India is celebrating the
Golden Jubilee of the inauguration which
took place exactly fifty years ago in St.
Georges, Cathedral, Chennai. The four
Anglican Dioceses of South [ndia, the
five Methodist provinces of South India,
the seven Councils of the SIUC in
India and one council of the S1U C in
Jaffna joined together in one Church to
be hence - forward known as the Church
of South India.

After fifty years we the inheritors
of this great tradition pay our humble
tribute to the remarkable men and women,
missionaries and local leaders of different
denominations who laboured with unsw-
erving determination and patience towards
the Union.

During these fifty years we have
had many anxious moments. Seme had
doubts whether we would survive as a
United Church. We have experienced
success and failures, joy and anguish.
For our sins and failures we have to

Psalm: 44 : 1:

humble eurselves in the presence of Ged
in deep penitence. Let this Golden Jubilee
be an occasion when we renew our
dedication to Him who has called us.

We remember with thankful hearts
our past Moderators, Synod General
Secretaries, Synod Treasurers, Bishops and
all the lay and ordained men and women
who faithfully served the Church. We
have the sacred duty to carry on this
heritage.

On this historic occasion as we
face the future, not knowing what it
may bring forth but humbly determined
to be true to the Lord who has Called
us, true to the Gospel He has entrusted
to us, and true to the task of witnessing
to it in all areas of life in the world,
but knowing all the time that, while we
hold short term visas here, our citizenship
is in heaven, that we belong to a City
that is not of this world, the Jerusalem
that is above and is the mother of all
of us.

—EDITOR—
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Dear People of Ged

“I greet you warmly in the name of our
ascended Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Congratulations on the 50th anniversary of
the Jaffna Diocese. We rejoice at your Christian
witness and ministry as part of the Church of
South India during this critical time in Sri Lanka:
and pray that your ministries of teaching, preaching
and healing will continue to bz inspired by the
reconciling spirit of Pentecost.

May our God wuphold you in faith, sustain
you in hope and strengthen you for his work now
and always.

¥« George Cantaur
The Archbishop of Canterbury
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The Jubilee of the formation of the Church of
South India and the Jaffna Diocese is a happy occasion
and one which brings forth historical memories which
we in the American community will always cherish.

fhe first American missionary, Mr. Samuel Newell,

arrived in Galle on 8 April, 1813. During the rest ot
the Nineteenth Century, and indeed. until late tn 1996,
American missionaries served continuously in the Jaffna
Peninsula. Their accomplishments have included.
...... Teaching Western Medicine in Tamil, and translating
medical textbooks into Tamil.
...... Establishing the first girls’ college in Sri Lanka.
...... Founding Batticotta Seminary in — 1823

§ _ w.-.-Founding Jaffna College in —1872

' ......Encouraging literacy, teaching agriculture, and other
“‘useful arts’’ throughout fthe Northern Province of

Sri Lanka.

Over the past half-century, the Church of South
India and the Jaffna Diocese have continued this long-
established tradition of public service, and I hope that
the next fifty years will see charitable, economic, educ-
ational and social activities continue apace.

A. Peter Burleigh
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CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA

MOST. REV. DR. VASANT P. DANDIN
M, A., B.D., D.D, D.Litt., BISHOP
Karnataka Northern Diocese

It is with great pleasure that I send you
this message of greetings on the occasion of
your Jubilee Celebration of the Church of South
India and the Jaffna Diocese. I am also glad to
know that you are bringing out the Souvenir to
mark the occasion.

I had the privilege of visiting the Jaffna
Diocese as the Moderator of the Church of
South India in the year 1995 and had the occ”
asion to meet and share the joy and sufferings
and struggles of the people of God. It is a
sign of great hope to the United Church that
your Diocese with its strong traditions has beco-
me an integral part of the Church of South
India which brought together the different tradi-
tions and backgrounds.

At this time of Jubilee Celebration, I pray
that vou all renew your commitment to the
glory of God and that your ministry and witn-
ess will be richly blessed by God. [ wish the

Souvenir Committee all the success in their
endeavours.

With warm regards.

Yours in His Service

MOST REV. DR. V. P DANDIN
MODERATOR CSI & BISHOP KND
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1A OFTICE

This Is to bring greetings to you from the Common Global Minist.ncs
Board, serving the Christian] Church (Disciples of Christ) and thc‘ United
Church of Christ. We have considered it to be a very special privilege to
be associated with the Diocese over these 5o years. The connection with the
Church of South India is a reminder of the mission history of the Amerit.:an
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mission, the American Ceylon Mission
and the American Madura Mission. It was Jaffna which provided the base
from which ABCFM missionaries crossed over fo southern India to start the

American Madura Mission, which was succeeded in large part by the Madurai-
Ramnad Diocese of the CSI.

The Jaffna Diocese has faced many challenges in its 50 years of exis-
tence, and is now probably facing its greatest challenge. Adversity has never
quenched the fire of the Spirit whieh has moved through the Diocese. On
the contrary, it has stimulated new outreach and new service. I am sure that
it also continues to be your hope that the Jaffna Diocese will carry the
vision of unity which! was embodied in the formation of the Church of
South India to a wider church unity in Sri Lanka,

The leaders of our two Churches and their respective mission agencies
join me in assuring yeu of our prayers and solidarity as you enter your

next 50 years.
Sincerely,

Eric Gass
BAG /hy
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SOUTHERN ASIA OFFICE

We send you greetings from the Trustees of Jaffna College
Funds on the occasion of your Jubilee. It has been our prlvilege
to have been associated with the Diocese in numerous ways, but
particularly in the educational areas of the Diocese. Udvil Girls
College has been very much part of our involvement, and more
recently the Seminary. There are other programs of the Dioces:
which we have played a small part in sustaining through extremely
difficult times, and we wish you well as you continue to be of
service to the educational enterprise, particularly as it relates to
those who otherwise would not have am opportunity for such an
education,

Sincerely,

Telfer Mook
Chairman

Eric Gass
Secretary
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The Uniting Church in Australia

WORLD

It is with a sense of joy that I send you this message of congratulation,
on the ocsasion of your golden jubilee celebrations. The euphoria that surfa-
ced at the inauguration of the Church of South India on 27 September, 1947,
prompted someone to describe it as ‘‘the grentest event since reformation’’.

The Jaffna Diocese not only belongs to the rich heritage of the C. S.
I. it is also part of the great pioneering spirit of the American Ceylon
Mission. As cne who formerly belonged to this Diocese, I wish to take a
walk down memory lane. As 1 begin to recall the past, the thought that
comes to my mind immediately is the tremendous contribution made by the
great leaders of the Diocese in the past. T am reminded of the many gath-
erings of people and their cheeriul faces on occasions like the children‘s’
rallies, October meeting and Diocesan council sessions. My memory is still
very vivid about some of the bold decisions we took in order to move forward
and grow into a mature church.

What we have heard since our departure from Jaffna is the success
story of growth in your Diocese. The founding of new congregations beyond
the Jaffna peninsula, the opening up of a new Theological Seminary and the
establishment of Day Care cenires and Children’s Homes are some of the signs
of this growth. We have receivea both good as well as not too good news
ol the Diocese. For we have also been made aware of the struggles and the
hardships that you have been through as a Diocese in the rec.nt past. We
have heard of the way you stood by the ‘Jaffna man’ at the darkest hour
of his need. We thercfore salute you across the miles with admiration for
your courage and conviction.

As we pause to take a look at the future, we are reminded of the
many promises that God has made to us as a people and therefore we are
confident about the future. I wish to comclude this message by reminding
oursclves of the words of Bishop Kulandran, spoken at the Silver jubilee
celebrations of the C, S. I. Synod in January, 1972:

“Se we may face the future, not knowing what it may bring forth,
but humbly determined to be true to the Lord who has calied us to be true
to the gospel He has entrusted to us’’

May we gutded by these words.

Rev Bubsy Arulampalam
Secretary for Mission Partnershipa

i
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I am indeed happy to write this message on the occasion of the

Goiden Jubilee of
The beginnings
Ceylon Mission

the Jaffna Diocese of the Church  of South India.
of your Church goes back to 1816 when The American
established the Congregational Church of Jaffna which

subsequently became a Diocese of the Church of South India. The Jaffna

Diocese which is the

enly diocese outside India has worked hard to

spread the Good News of Salvation for fifty long vyears iu the Northern

Province of Sri

Lanka. We thank and praise the Lord for the services

of the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India.

The Jaffna Diocese has gone through very difficult situations during

the last fifteen years

because of the ethnic conflict. Your mission was

certainly challenging in these circumstances. I strongly fezl that the Jaffna
Diocese of the Church of South India has an important mission to
in national reconciliation and national iategration.

accomplish

As Christians
commit ourselves

we have so much in common. We should, therefore,
more actively to the cause of Ecumenism. The call for

Christian unity made by the Second Vatican Ecumenicai  Council should
find an ever greater echo especially as the Year 2000 dpproaches, a

year which Christains

celebrate as a second jubilee, the commemoration

of the Incarnation of the Son of God who became man in order to

save humanity.

Christ calls all his disciples to unity. Belisvers in Christ

cannot remain divided. Let us therefore promote fitting ecumenical initia-
tives, so thal we can celebrate the Great Jubilee ‘‘at least much closer
to overcoming the divisions of the Second Millennium** (Ut Unum Sint
Encyclical Letter of Pope John Paul II)

The Catholics

Diocese of

of the Archdiocese of Colombo wish the Jaffna

the Church of South India God's blessings.

Nicholas Marcus Fernando
Archbishop of Colombo
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BISHOP OF JAFFNA

MESSAGE OF GRELTINGS ON THE OCCASION
OF THE GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY OF
JAFFNA DIOCESE, CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA.

,t was a mile stone in the history of Ecumenism in the Missions
when Protestant Churches in the South India and American Mission in
working in the North of Sri Lanka agreed to come together to be called as
the Church of South India. Fifty years ago, late Bishop S. Kulandran took
the bold step to take the Church in the North of Sri Lanka into this
Union. And we have witnessed the abundant harvest and wonderful growth
of the Church in Sri Lanka. Tn John 17.21: Our Lord expressed his strong-
est wish that those who believe in him may all be one. And he has blessed
the Union which took the courageous initiative and bold decision to heed
our Lord's Calling. On this blessed occasion of the Golden Anniversary,
while remembering with admiration all those valiant church leaders who
were responsible for this Ecumenical effort, we also express the longings of
all believers of Christ Our Lord to expect the day when there will be one
fold and one Shephard. Let this happy occasion take us nearer to the goal
as we approach the Jubilec year 2000 intended to be the Celebration of the
Incarnatien of the Sen of God who enters into our human history as the
Saviour of mankind. Our warmest greetings and prayerful wishes to Rev.
Bishop, Clergey and the Faithful of the Diocese of Jaffna for the Golden
anniversary of the Church of South India. “UT SINT UNUM".

Thomas Savundaranayagam
R. C. Bishop of Jaffna.

. YBard Qunswelipm  wed 1947 — 1997 K OsaraliPu Huésemu wrp. HSarhd




D. C S. I. Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1947 — 1997 ¥ J. D. C. S. 1 Golden JI{

MESSAGE FROM THE DEPUTY GENERAL SECRETARY
OF THE
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

T'arn pleased to be associated with the Golden Jubilee celebrations
' v¢ church of South India and its Jaffna Diocese in
Sepiember 1997.

The birth of the Church of South India in 1947 was one of
the most visible and tangible fruits of the modern Ecuminical
Movement. The comling togethei of diverse Chnrch traditions into
the C. S. I. was seen as a sign and promise that Churches can

indeed enter into a deep koinounia despite centuries of division
and rivalry.

- The Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India has done
outstanding service to the people especially in their solidarity with
the people in times of conflict and strife.

I join the many friends and well - wishers of the C S 1
all around the world in praying that God may continue to use

the Dtocese as an instrument in the search for justiee, peace and
reconciliation for all.

S. Wesley Ariarajah
(Rev. Dr. S. Wesley Ariarajah)

.
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UNIVERSITY OF JAFFNA, SRI LANKA

B 6 s aGeuad, Thirnnelveiy, -
WA IT LB LT waT 1 Jaffna, Sri Lanka.
Prof P. BALASUNDDAMPILLAI
B, A. (Hons)) Cey Ph.D, Durham.
Vice - Chancellor

I am bappy that the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South
india will celebrate its Golden Jubilee on 27th September, 1997.
The Jaffna Diocese of the C. S. I. and its forerunner the
American Ceylon Mission contributed much to the educational
advancement ‘and economic development of Jaffna. In the -early
19th Century the American Congregationalist Missionaries gave:
Jaffna the first University type institution, a College for female

education, Medical College and Hospital and a Printing establish-
ment.

In 1947 when the Church of South India was inaugurated,
the American Ceylon Mission became a part of it. Hence the new
name Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India. '

I have read about the Scholar Bishop the Rt. Rev. Dr. S.
Kulandran. | have sat  with Bishop the Rt. Rev. Dr. D. J.
Ambalavanar in many Boards and Committees.

The present Btshop the Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan is known
to me for the past Thirty seven years. He is a valued member
of the Council of the University of Jaffna.

In recent years the Jaffna Diocese' of the C. S. 1. underwent
important changes. The nationalisation of schools in 1960 underm-
ined its educational enterprise. But like the Jains in the post-
Pallava period they are engaged in very useful literary and religious
activities and social services. Day care centres, Vocational Training
Centres and Orphanages have become the main activities of the
Jaffna Diocese. In the war - torn country the services provided by
the Jaffna Diocese of the C. S. L. is of tremendous importance.
I wish the Bishop and Members of the Jaffna Diocese of the
Church of South India, all success as they celebrate the Golden
Jubilee and plan for the future.

Prof. P. Balasundrampillai
B. A. (Hons) Cey. Ph. D. Durham
Vice Chaneellor
University of Jaffna
e Sy T P Sri Lanka.
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METHODIST CHURCH, SRI LANKA

Methodist Headquarters, 252, Galle Celombo 3.

President Residence,

Rev. Duleep R. Fernando New Clough House,

B. Sc. (Eng.) (Cey), B D (Lond) Tn M (Fuller) 2, Station Road,
Colombo 3.

MESSAGE FROM REV. DULEEP R FERNANDO,
PRESIDENT, METHODIST CHURCH, SRI LANKA.

I count it a privilege to send this message in connection with
the Golden Jubilee of the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of SO}llh
India. The inauguration of the Church of South India—a Uf}md
Church - on the 27th of September, 1947, was indeed a uunique
event in the annals of church history. We are thankful that the
Anglicans, Methodists, Presbyterians, and Congregationalists came
together to form this united church. We are also happy that
churches in other countries have followed in the steps of these
denominations in South India and formed similar united churches.
We are happy that the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South
India serves the Lord by being a living fellowship of the body of
Christ in many parts of this country.

We are conscious that these are difficult times where there
is much conflict and trouble in our land. We hope that the Church
will remain undaunted and courageous in its witness to the Gospel
of Peace and Reconciliation. A time of crisis is a time of oppor-
tunity, when the power and love of the Gospel must be visibly
manifested. Jesms Carist is the ultimate answer to our problems.
We Christians must believe this and engage in His Mission, so
that we can see & new revolution of love bringing peace and
reconciliation to our country.

I hope this 50th Jubilee year will give a new impetus to
you Church to move forward in the power of the spirit so that
your will fulfil God’s Mission .in this land. We look forward to a
period of even greater co-operation and partnership in our common
witness to our Lord and in our Mission to the world.

Rev. Duleep R. Ferﬁand‘o,_
PRESIDENT
METHODIST CHURCH, SRI LANKA.
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Bishop of Kurunagala

Ever since the inauguration of the Church of South
India, in 1947, and the consecration of Bishop Kulandran
as the Bishop of the Jaftna Diocese, in the same year
cordial. triendly and co-aperating relationships have
existed between the Jaffna Diocese and the two diocese
of the Church of Ceylon For this we owe much to
God our Father.

Bishop Kulandran was a freguent visitor to Kuru-
nagla during the episcopate of Rishop Lakshman Wickr.
emesimghe. Both of them being  intellsctuals they must
have had much to agres and disagree upon: Your Bishops
and the Bishops of onr two Dioceses have whenever nec-
essary parttcipated in the consecration of each other;

While there have been these connections there have
also been others where your diocese and ours have had
Some contact — at NCC and other organisational levels.
This hus helped us to understand and appreciate your
contribution to the spread of the Gospel.

As you celebrate the jubilee of the inauguration of
the Ghurch of South India and especially your own
diocese 1 send you the warm greetings of all the faith-
ful of this diocese.

We thank God for your witness over the years and
espeerally during the trying period of the recent past.
We pray that God’s guidance. blessings and peace will
continue to remain with ail of you im the years ahead.

K Audrew Kumaraga
Bishop ef Kurunagala
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THEME: UNITE. LIBERATE AND CELERRATE
- THE SYNOD SECRETARIAT
€SI CENTRE, NO. 5 WHITES ROAD, P. B, NO.: 688, CHENNAI - 600 014, SOUTH INDIA

PROT. ©EOREE KOSHY

General Secretary

Dear Bishon,

' have great pleasure in conveying to you and fo
all members of the Jaffna Diocese greetinzs from the
Synod of the Church of South India, through the col-
umns of the Souvenir you are bringing out, to mark the
Golden Jubilee of the Church of South India.

When I think of the Jaffna Diocese which is the
smallest diocese of our church, what impresses mec most
is the contribution your diocese has made to che life of
the Church of South India which is out of propot-
tion to the size of the diocese, I remember with pride
and with gratitude the leadership given by the bishops
of that diocese and other members to the CST as a
whole. Bishop Sabapathy Kulandran and Bishop D. J.
Ambalavanar, your predecessors, were stalwarts who were
highly respected and honoured for their integrity and
devotion, their theological insights and qualities of lead-
ership and 1 am glad to say that you are faithfully
following in their footsteps.

Inspite of all the tribulations that have come
npon your diocese in the last few years and the conse-
quent migration of people the diocese has grown and is
making an impact' on the life of your country and this
is a matter for great joy. I hope that the problems you
are ull facing will soon be solved and that your diocese
will grow in peace to continue to bear witness more
effectively to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The Church of South India believes that it has
been enriched over the years by having a diocese in
Sri Lanka and probably it is one of the strongest links
between the two countries. We cherish this special rel-
ationship.

I wish the Golden Jubilee Celebrations all success.
Yours sincerely,

GEORGE KOSHY

General Secretary
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Bishop of Colembo

MESSAGE FROM THE BISHGP OF COLOMBO
FOR; GOLDEN JUBILEE OF THE FORYATION
OF ;THE CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA

;;rq Ii gives me much pleasure to send this message of *

sk felicitation 1o the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South 3%

% India as you celebrate it's Golden Jubilee. o

wlr
% i 3% The formation of the Qhurch ?f Sou!lf India in Py :; 3%
% X % 194}’ was a very great event in the 'hlslo;'y of the Churcj‘\. S >
St 9% & Ttois the fmej:st fr}ut of the Ecumr.:n_lcal Movement of our W% oM
% % o century. We in Sri La'nka have tried to 'cmulntc the good Mg S
% % x example of South India alnd for'm a United Chureh here S
B % 3 too. But also we have failed hitherto. P _}E, ey
] 2 why 4
?,‘f :;; ff: The Jaffna Diocese C. S. I. has been very fortun- ii: o _;z
< 5. & ate to have had Bishop Kulandran, Bishop Ambalavanar b
ol R now Bishop Jebanesan to lead it. o
k% M -»:;» f: 3
<& 'ig 3 It has been our good; foriune to work with them i‘: :‘: f;i
‘3& . :H in Ecumenical ventures and especially in the Nationa] e ide
¥ N 9% Christian Council. L
- % %k 4
B % The contr::bulions n_f th'e Jaffna Diocese to the % % %
% % % Church and nation here in Sri Lanka have been very 5w % %

3 considerable. X

¥ We thank God for what has been achieved in the ::{{

3 past ana pray that the witness of the Church in our :v:’

¥* <Island will go ‘from strength amidst the many problems r

we face.

My prayers and blessings to the Bishop and the
Jaffna Diocese and also to the Church of South Indig.

»}« Kenneth Fernando
Bishop of Colombo
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Congregationalism is one of the children
of the Reformation. It was originally called
Independency. The first person io articulate
its principles was Robert Browne, a kinsman
of the tamous Lord Burleigh, the Chancellor
of Queen Elizabeth. Browne however was not
faithful to his own principles and to win the
favour of Government later became an Anglican
Clergyman. The man who organised Independe-
ncy as a system and made it a distinct entity
was John Robinson. Under his leadership the
Independents migrated to Holland rather than
submit to rules and customs of which their
conscience disapproved. It was at his suggestion
and under his inspiration that most of the
company sailed to New England in 1620. The
sacrifices and hardships borne by those deter-
mined men for the sake of what they - concei-
ved to be the purest form of Christianity con-
stitute one of the grandest chapters in the
spiritual history of mankind. The Nonconform-
ists all through the post - Reformation centur-
ies have made for themselves a great place in
the history of the Christian Church by the
rigour with wich they have stuck to their pri-
nciples. The descendants of the New England
pioneers planted their form of the Christian

Faith in our Peninsula a bhundred and thity
Years ago.

Now in South India and Ceylon a large
number of Presbyterian and Congregationalist
Churahes are going into an Episcopal form of
Church Government. Of tneir own free will

and discretion they are doing it; and not with-
out due thought in the step being taken. They
have had twenty eight years in which to make
up their minds. And the odd thing is that the
decision was not made after twenty seven or
twenty eight years of groping about and mental
struggle, but that through the twenty eight

01

"during the debates in

‘that

vears they never wavered in their original reso-
lution The original resolution was elaborated
into a large plan to cover all points of doctr-
ine and organisation. These have been modified
in many respects. Adjustments have been made
to bring it into line with the deep rooted
convictions in various quarters, to allay fearS
and to clarify ambiguities But what is going
through now is the Tranquebar piatform which
received the blessingg® of the Gentral Assembly
in 1919

Have we done rightly ? Have we not thrown
away the precious heritage of centuries, been
disloyal to our spiritual forefathers and betrayed
our trust? All  through the discussions of
tihe Union Scheme there have been men who
have taken this view. Even now, we understand,
there are some persons in Tranvacore forming
themselves into a band to resist Episcopacy.
The North Tamil Council of S,I.U.C. has
decided to stand alone rather than follow the
Assembly into the new Chuich with its repu-
gnant features. Even in our own Council echoes
of this sentiment have been heard not merely
the Church Union Sch-
but even when smaller questions
arise in setting up a new Church
under consideration.

itself
must
have been

cme

No doubt there have been many branches
of the Christian Church for some centuries.
At the end ol the first Millenium the Church
split into the Western and Eastern branches,
the Western Church consisting of the Roman
Chnrch and the Eastern Church consisting of
the Patriachates of Eastern Europe. With the
Reformation many other groups began to spring
up, each feeling free to organise itself round
tenets that seemed important in its eyes. That
the pioneers and founders of each group were
quite sincere is beyond doubt, Nor have we a
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right at this time, living in our particular
historical environment, to sneer at the kind of
questions that have provoked secessions in
past. The poiut over which the group cailed
Primitive Methodists broke away from thc main
body was over the use of organs in churches,
One of the causes of controversy between the
Western and Eastern Churches was about the
use of butter during Lent 1t is easy to smile
at a mentality that could get agitated over
such matters. But it is better to be exercised
about some questions however small than about
no questions at all. Absence of controversy
usually betokens lack of interest rather than
charity. No, let us not feel superior to our
spiritual forefathers. All honour to thoss men
who sacrificed home and comfort and life for
the sake of their convictions. We may not
agree with them in all their opinions, but fun-
damentally their attitude. was right. When what
one conceives to be one’s duty before God is
at stake, nothing else matters, It is bctter to
secede, better to be a small, despised and
persecuted sect than hold to a position one
can no longer conscientiously occupy. We can
never afford to sacrifice principles for the sake
of any ulterior motive, whether it be our stre-
ngth as a community or our efficiency as an
organisation.

Nevertheless it must be recognised that the
Church was founded as one Church, “*There is
one body, one Spirit, one Lord, one faith,
one baptism'’ says Faul Peter and John were
different in temperament, yet they formed part
of the original Church. Paul and James may
not have secen eye to eye even on important
questions, but they were the great members of

the-

wide, accordinz to taste and temperament, and
hope that the Lord God will always keep the
plant of unity living in the midst of this div-
ersity? God may allow and use the Church in
a divided stat:. He may even bless it. But
does God want only a divided Church? The
Church may survive in a state of disunity: but

we may still seriously wonder whather the
Church is for ever condemned to be in a
state of disunity. The Church was one for

nearly a 1000 voars. Should that state be con-
sidered necessarily unattainable again? No pri-
nciple must bz thrown to the winds. But, on
the othe hand, svery principle must be tested
to see if 1t is necessary to keep it. A princi-
ple for which our forefathsrs fought may not
be a principle for which we need necessarily
fight. A principle ought to justify itself to
each generation i it is to command the alle-
giance of thuat generation. A principle should
be of a very great importance, if it is to
keep any branches of the Christian Church sep-
arate for ever. John Knox and Dr. Cox had
a violent controversy which split the English
Congregation at Frankfuat about congregational
respons: in a s:rvics. Wz mav not cast any
blame on those who took part in the dispuie.
But have we a right now to let such a quest-
ion cause a split? It might be said that nob-
ody (uarrels over such things at present. The
Congregationlist Churches in Ajmerica are as
iturgical and amlost us rirualistic as many
Anglican Chuyrches here. One might perhaps
assert that the questions that divide the Epi-
scopial Churches from the Free Churches are
more fundamecatal than merely matters of form
and ritual.

what we call the early Church. No doubt it Stitl it is good to remember that what has
may be said that the words ‘,That they may now come to be regarded as fundamental does
all be one’’ in the prayer atiributed by John pot happen to have had the same momentous
to our Lord do not refer to anything tangible scutcncss always. While there always have been
or orgamic. But the question must be faced controversies, they have not always "been over
whether if our Lord wants wus to be one in the sime issues. Opinionlas to what was fund-
spirit, he necessarily wants us to be different ament1l enough to divide the Chuch has varied.
in organisation, emphasis and method. Unity Before the Reformation the issues * that now
may of-course  exist in the  world in diver keep the Free Churches'from Reformed Episco-
sity.  There are individual temperaments pal Churches had no meaning. During the period
and national temperaments and  But are that immediately followed the Reformation the
we  justified in maintaining any diversity lines between the Reformed Churches were cer-
we like, necessary or nnnecessary, however tainly not drawn with anything like the clear-
02
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ness and exactitude that prevail now. The with the background of a common heritage
influence of Calvian in the England of Edward where every difference seemed big. We are
VI and Elizabeth was profound: and English living in the East, in the midst of overwhel-
clergymen who went to Strasburg, Zurich and mingly non - Christian peoples whose basic co-
Geneva in those days felt hardly troubled therz nceptions are different from ours, and in whose
by the absence of Episcopacy. On the other midst differences between Christian denominati-
hand, Calvin advised the King of Poland to ons do not appear to have the same 1 omento-
retain Bishops 1Tt is well known how even now wusness as they did in another situation. They
some sections that call themselves Lutheran were Il\”ng in the 16th and 17th centurieg’ we
have Bishops, and others do not Historical are living in a different historical environment.
factors have often tended to demarcate areas Our very world is threatening to disintegrate.
more ciearly and sharpsn issaes more acutely We are faced with many factors they had never
as time went on. Tt was natural that when counted on.
one side began to say that anything was more
important than it was supposed to have been, They were great men in those days Calvin
that the other side should have begun to hold and Knox, the Pligrim Fathers, the English
that it had no importance whatever and in fact Puritans and the Scottish Convenenteers and
was harmful. others. Can we be unfaithful to them? But in
what does faithfulness consist? Does it mean
It is also grod to remember that, while that we must do exactly as they did? A prea-
on some question our groups have differed ¢her who copies every mannerism of a greater
and quarrelled, on many other questions we Ppreacher, imitates his mode of articulation, and
have been on ths same side. If fundamental ¢€ven preaches the same sermons as the other is
points divide us, points far more fundamental Tnot an equally good preacher. He is a dummy.
unite us. If we have differed from Anglicans A son who does exactly what his father has
on the question of Episcopacy, the Ministry, Yone before him is a fool He is a disgrace
of vestments, and the observance o1 special to the father. The father would not have
days. the form and conduct of worship and liked his son to be a mere copy of himself.
many other like subjects, we have agreed with The truest way in which we can be (faithtul
tnem on the subjects of the Trinity. the o our great spiritual forbears is to be as fai-
Divinity of our Lord and His Atonement For thful as theyv were to Jesus Christ. be as dau--
one point that divides us one may find ten ntless, as unafraid of breaking iradition and
that unite. doing the new thing. be as willing to make
sacrifices and suffer for the sake of what we
The principles for which the Non-confor- conceive to be our duty to our Lord in the
mist Churches have stood may be important; sityation in which we find ourselves,
but the question that must be faced now is
whether they are important enough to keep two Therefore it is, that. Free Church men as
important branches of the Christian Church we are, we are going into Union not merely
apart everywhere and atways. Are those princip- without compunction, but with conviction. No
les so written into the every essence of the doubt it meant much searching of heart, but
christian faith as at all times and in all places we are going torward in the confident belief
irretrievably to exclude from the fellowship of that this is what God wants of us. Our stern
our Christian communion e¢veryone who does old Puritan predecessors could not aave asked
not accept them? Our  spiritual  forefathers anything more of us. The Presbyterians are
tanght and suffered and died for those not going to throw away their Presbyterianism:
principles: but can we say that they have nor are we Congregationalists going to throw
the same importance to us, now? Is our pers- away our Congregationalism. The Presbyterians
pective the same as theirs? They were living are going to take their Presbyterianism with
in Burope, in the midst of Christian peoples them into the new Church: and we Congrega-
with whom they had much in common and tionalists are going to take our Congregationa-
03
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lism. The new Church is not an Anglican
Church. We are all going into an Episcopal
frame-work of Church Government because it
was found that that was the only frame-work
that could accommodate all the denominations
coming in. No doubt the Anglicans had this
set up already. But if the Anglicans have had
it, so also have had many other Christian gro-
ups from the earliest times. While the whole
of the early Church was not under a uniform
system of church Government as some have
vainly tried to make out, it is certainly true
that many Christian groups had begun te have
an episcopal form of Government from the
earliest times. To dismiss the only possible
frame-work that could accommodate every one
on the ground that the Anglicans have had it
so far would have meant inexcusable spiritual
pride at the present time. Some Anglicans have
a theory about Episcopacy which we cannot by
any means accept. But no one in the new
Church is asked to have any theory about any
body else. If they have theories about them-
selves, that should be enough.

What we are going to do is to take our
particular theories, our methods, customs, view
points,” and doctrines into a common spiritual
‘home. These things will not be handed over fo

it with others, We want to see whether people

who have had differences in certain  matters
but agreement: in many other matters, Wwho
might have hud their quarrels but whe owe

allegiance to the same Lord and have the same
fundamental lovalties, aims and purposes caunot
live together, in the same spiritual home, work
rogether for the sams things, and grow toge-
ther.

It is a great experiment. But it is an exp-
eriment that had become urgent and an exper—
iment we could not very well have avoided-
There mav be doubts and questionings. So
there were, wlen the disciples first ventured
out of the Jewish Community and Palestine.
So there arc every time something new is
being attempted somewhere. Somebody says;
““This is new TIs it wise? Why did not our
ancestors do it? Can we be disloyal to. our
predecessors by doing something that they never
did?’* So despite doubts and questioning must
we march through many new and untried things
till we see the shining lights of the city of
God. The question we must ask is not whether
a thing is old or new. but whether it is what
God wants of us just now. And the best way
in which we can be loyal to our past is to be
as true and faithful as it was, or should have

7 i . : been, to the Lord our God and His will. @&
-others. OQur own ministers will continue to ad- R K.
minster or preach them. We do mnot want to from the Inaugural Bulletin of
throw away anything we have; we want to share The J. D, C. 8. I—1947
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A Personal

(Made by the Rev.

S, Kulundraa to the

Statement

Execulive

Commitiee on 11tli December, 1946 and read
out at the Council Meeting on 21 51 February, 1947)

lunderstand that before my arrival last
tims the Execucive Committee decided to nom-
-inate me for the office of Bishop for this
area in the new Church orf South Tudia. At
that time the matter was more or lessa theo-
retical aspect in  view of the ‘fact that the
recognition of the Jaftma S. 1. U. C. field as
a separate diocese looked extremzly doubtful.
In the light however of the recent decision of
the Joint Committee, which will be placed
before vou this evening, your nomination beg-
ins to acquirz a sense of acute reality.

[t 15 idle to preetend that one does not feel
sensible of the significance of your kind act.
To be nominated for such office by representa-
tives of the community into which | was born,
and in the midst of which I have grown up is
a maik of confidence which | am onlv too
conscious of not deserving. Any tendency to
exaggerate the honour iavolved in being
selected by a small comnmunity that knows you

very well may perhaps bs offset to a  conside-
rable extent by rthe fact- that the range of
selection i a small commumty is  extremely

limited.

When [ entered the ministty. I came with
the idea that God wanted me 1o seryve him
through very humble chanuels. A wit once said
that an epitaph that might well be
over the tonb of every Minister of a certain
Denominaiion was: ““He was a gentleman and he
desired the office of Bishap™ . Certainly no one
entaring the Congregational Minsuty could have
had such ambitions, particularly in such a
small area as ours. A dramatic furn of evenis
has constituted our small area of 33500 soulsse

written

that confronts every aspect however

o 4 Bishopric, when the normal -size of a
Bishopric in India is about 60 thousand. The
idea has been suggesting itself to me with in-
creasing force that God may want one to serve
in other capacities than those one has marked
out for oneself.

Fhe difficulties of the [first occupant of
such an office among the people whose only
Christian tradition is Congregational are certa-
inly considerable. The office of a Bishop does
not have a merely administrative significance
and function. [t has eertain  other traditions.
Even il the office is fresd from the associat-
jons that have gathered round it in'the English
ecclesiastical polity and national life, it has
always had certain traditions clinging to it
from early times. These are traditions which
our spiritual forefathers rejected and’ fought
against. To have a Bishopric without any of
its significance besides a purely administrative
one is a vain hope. To be the first occupant
of such an office, when people accustomed 1o
one sphere of Church life get used to what
has been regirded as the characteristic feafure
ol another. when new traditions are hammered
round it, and doing all this Wwhen there s
another episcopal Church  jostling  with one’s
own und clinging fast to every single tradition
ol the other sphere is a task of extreme deli
cacy.

This however is a sitwation that will con-
front every one elected to the office in Free
Church areas of India. Whay however none - of
them will have 1o face is the prospect of  an
intensive and an almost never serutiny

minute ol

ending
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the life and career of one who holds such an
ofiice in the midst of an extremely small com-
munity like ours. Add to this the rather criti-
cal temper of the people of our Peninsula in
all matters generally and you will see the pos-
ition is not one that need arouse much envy.

T shall not make the rash promise that |
shall endeavour to be worthy of the situation
to which I have been nominated. It 1s presu-
mptuous for any one to think that he is going
to be worthy of any task of God. This only
one may carnestly and fervently hope and pray
for: that He will uss one to the extent and
in the mananer that may seem fit to Him in
His excesding mercy. And this would [ ask of
you and through you the community which

you represent: that since you
me to such an office without

have nominated

my asking vyou,
that you treat me literally as onc of vour
brothers to whom you have entrusted a task

of extreme difficulty and delicacy: and while
you need not suspend all criticism® that you
will use forbearance: and give me not merely
your cooperation but your affection: but abov-
all, always to have ms= in your prayers Othee
rWise I can assure you that you have entrusted
me not merely with an unenviable task but an
unendurable burden.

May the good Lord who is able to do ex-
ceeding abundanily, above all we ask or think,
take and use us as secemeth best to Him. *

* The Population of Ceylon in 1947 was 7 million
Inaugural Bulletin of ihe / D.C. S 1. - 1947

THE FIRST BISHOPS
The Central Body entrusted with the duty of selecting and appointing Bishops in the
Church of South India, has appointed 14 Bishops. Five of these have already bheen holdine
that office before the Union.
Dioceses and the Bishops
TAMIL AREA:
Madras The Rt. Rev. Bishop A. M. Hollis
Tinnevely The Rt. Rev. Bishop G. T. Selwyn
Jaffna The Rev, §. Kulundran
Trichinopoly The Rev. E. B. Thorp
Madura The Rev. J. E. L. Newhbigin
MALAYALAM AREA: - )
S. Travancore The Rev. A. H. Legg
C. Travancore The Rt. Rev. Bishop C. K. Jacob
N. Travancore) :
Cochin and ) Archdeacon T, Stoart Smith
Malabar: )
TELUGU AREA:
Hyderabad (Medak) The Rev. F. Whittaker
Dornakal The Rt. Rev. Bishop A. B. Eliott
Kurnool and Anantapur Canon Bunyan Joseph
Kisna and Godaveri The Rt. Rev. Bishop Y. Muthiyalu
Cudappah and
Chittoor The Rev. H. Sumitra
KANNADAM AREA:
Mysore The Rev. P, Gurashantha
—MORNINS STAR i1-4 -47
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[IMPRESSIVE SCENES AT ST,
History was made on Saturday, the 27th
September in the St. George’s Cathedral, Mad-
ras, when the new Church of South India,
comprising Anglicans, Methodists, Congregationa-
lists, and Presbyterians was inaugurated. The
thousands that witnessed the historic and imp-
ressive ceremony of thc inauguration of the
Church, and the consecration of the new Bishops
were inspired by the solemnity and grandeur of
the occasion The Madras newspapers said that
never in all its history had the 132-year old
Cathedral seen such a mighty concourse of people,
There were about 700 inside this Anglican Church
of many historie traditions, while another 2000
had gathered under the shade of a pandal that
had been specially erected for the occasion.

had
peal,
sharp

By 7-45 4. m. every available scat
been occupied and the bells began to
and the organ play till 8 a, m,, when
to the very minute the procession of Bishops
and Presbyters and others who were to take
part in the Service began to move to the Church.

The Bishops and Presbyters were uniformly and

simply robed in  white cassocks and rochets
the former with satfron coloured stoles and
bands, the latter with black,

The Bishop presiding, the Ri. Rev. C. K.

Jacob, was assisted throughout the Inaugyration
of the Union by two Presbyters. the Rev. Dr.
C. R. Weirenga of the S I. U. Ci., and the

Rev. Paul Ramaseshan of the Methodist Church.
The Bishop presiding opened the service with
the call to worship and announced the hymn
“*Our God our help in ages past’”. He also
gave the Prayer of Invocation. Mr. C.J. Lucas
of the 5. I. U. C. read the scripture lesson
and the Rev. Weirenga led the congregation
in a prayer of confession.

Lhen began the real ceremouy of the
Inauguration. A representative of each of the

GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL

MADRAS.

Uniting Churches read the resolution of the gov-
erning body of his Church accepting the Scheme
of Union, and placed on the Communion Table
a signed copy of the Basis of Union, the Con-
stitution of the Church of South India, and
the sigued statements of the Bishops, the Pres-
byters, and the Deacons or probationers of his
Church, declaring their assent to the Basis of
Union and their acceptance of the Constitution.
The Rev. J. A. J. Jacob, the Vice-President of
the General Assembly of the S. I. U. C.. was
the representative of the S. 1. U. C. At the
end of this decluration the Rev. Paul Ramase-
shan led the congregation in prayer calling for
God’s blessing on the new Church.

NEW BISHOPS

Then all stood and the
made this solemn declaration:

presiding Bishop

“Dearly beloved brethren, in obedience to
the Lord Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church,
who on the night of His passion prayed that
His disciples might be one and by the autho-
rity of the governing bodies of the Uniting
Churches, whose resolutions have been read in
your hearing and laid in prayer before the
Almighty God:; I do hereby declare that these
three Charches, namely; the Madras, Travancore,
and Cochin, Tinnavely and Dornakal Dioceses
of the Church of India, Burma and Ceylon:
The  Madras, Madura, Malabar, Jaffna, Kannada,

Telugu, and Travancore Church Councils of the
South India United Church: and The Methodist
Church in South India, comprising the Madras,

Trichinopoly, Hyderabad and Mysore Districts

are be come ONE CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA
and that those Bishops, Presbyters, Deacons and

Probationers who have assented to the Basis
of Union and accepted the Constitution of the
Church of South India, and whose names have
been laid upon this Heoly Table, are Bishops.
Presbyters, and Deacons of this Church in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.’*
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The ““Te Deum Laudamus’’ was then sung,
4nd as the vibrant notes resounded throughout
the precincts of the Cathedral, those of the
new Church bowed their heads in thankfulnesg
for the miracle of union they had achieved.

COMMISSIONING OF BISHOPS

Then the presiding Bishop proceeded with
the Commissioning of the existing Bishops. A
statement of the election and appointment of
the existing Bishops as Bishops of the Church
of South India was made by the Rev. J.S. M.

Hooper. the Convener of the Joint Committee
on Church Union. After the following six
Bishops-the Rt. Revds. C. K. Jacob (Centra}

Travancore), G. T. Selwyn (Tinnavely) A. M
Hollis (Madras), A, B. Elliott (Dornakal), Y,
Muthyalu (Kistna and Godavari). and H. Pake-
nham Walsh (without charge) - had been gquest-
ioned by one of the Commissioning Presbyters
the Rev. Dr. Wierenga, on their assent to the
Basis of Union and their acceptance of the
Constitution, the Bishops knelt at the rails and
Dr. Wierenga and the Rev. Paul Ramaseshan
commissioned the Bishops by the authority of
the 8. I. U. C. and the Methodist Church
respectively. After prayer and a hymn, the
commissioning of the Presbyters took place.

COMMISSIONING OF PRESBYTERS

The Presbyters of the Church of India,
Burma and Ceylon, of the S, I. U. C and of
1the Methodist Church stood in their seats al
the Cathedral in toran and presented theomselves
before the presiding Bishop. He questioned
them collectively on their assent to the Basis
of union and their acceptance of the Constit--
uwtion., and commissioned them for service in
the new united Church. After the receiving of
thie Thank-offering and a hvian, the pronoun-
cemecntl of the Benediction brought a memorable
and historic Service 10 a close,

CONSECRATION OF THE
'NEW BISHOPS

About half an hour after the service of

at the Cathedral. The Biskop presiding
again the Rt. Rev. C. K. Jacob. He wuas
assisted by two other Bishops of the Church
of India, Burma and Ceylon, the Rt. Rev. A.

was

M. Hollis and the Ri. Rev. G. T. Seiwyn:
by three Presbyters each of the S [. U.C.
and the Methodist Church,

From the rear of the Church sharp ai
9-30, the Bishop presidine announced the ope-
ning hymn. ‘*Holv, Holy, Holy, Lord God
Almighty’’. As the hymn drew to a close,

there came a long procession, headad by the
Bishop presiding and consisting of the Bishops
already commissioned, the new Bishops and
Presbyters taking part in the service, down
the centre aisle of the Cathedral.

The Bishop presiding then began the
Communion Service. For the Epistle a Pres-
byter of the S I. U C., the Rev Paul Raj
Thomas read a portion of the Acts, while
the Gospel was read by a Presbyter of the
Methodist Church, the Rev. T. R. Foulger,
This was followed by the Niczne Creed. Now
was delivered the s:rmon. published  last week
in these columns. by the Rav, J. S, M. Hooper-
the Secretary of the Joint Committee on Church
Union

PRESENTATION OF NEW BISHOPS

The sermon cnded, the Biship presiding
sat in his chuair near the Communion table,
and ecach Bishop - elect was presented by two
acvredited Presbyters of the Church to which
he previonsly belonged. Together they said;
<Right Reverend Father in God, we present
to you this Godly and well-learnsd person
to be ordained and consicrated Bishop™.

S Kublandran  was
C. D. Mather and

Qur - Bishop., the Rt Rsev
presented by the Revds, 8
Thomas David., The other Bishops who wers
presented  were:  the Rt Revds A, H. lLegg
(South Travuncore), T G. Swuart Smnh (Cochin
and Malabur). J- E. L Newbigin (Madura and
Ramnad), F. Whittaker ¢ Medak), Bunyan Joseph
(Apantapur and Kurnool), H, Sumitra (Cuadd -p
pah), b B. Thorp (Trichinopoly and Tanjore),

inanguration of the new Church, the conser and P. Gurushanta (Mysore), Then the Bishop
cration of the 'Bishops of the Church began presiding demanded the instrument of election
O&
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and appointment of each Bishop by the Central thus made at St. George’s Cathedral, and
Body. This was presented by Dewan Bahadu, one felt thankful to God beyond measure
K. Mathan, Messrs: Devaraj Paul and J. K. (hat ope had the unique privilege of partaking
Monsingh on behalf of the Chutch of India, in such a  historic and impressive  service
Burma, and Ceylon, the 5. T U C and the which had no parallel in the history of the
Methodist Chuareh respectively. After the Bistiop Ctiristendom  throughout the whole world,

presiding had received these insiruments,

each
Bishop elect gave his assent to  the

TR

Union and acceptance of the Constitution
['hen prayers were said for the Bishops, Arch
deacon J. White leading. Then the Bishop
presiding procesded to examine the Bishops
who were about to be consecralted, and each
Bishop answered separately for himseli. After
this, the congregation was called on to rem-
ember the Bishops in silent prayer, and all
kneeling **Veni Creator” was sung, followed
by prayer.

The Morning Stor: 10 - 10 - 1947

CONSECRATION OF THE BISHOPS

The actual ceremony of consecration fol-

towed next. The Bishop presiding the 1wo - = IS ernlie s, =._f
other  assisting, and three Presbyters, one
from each of the uniting  Churchas,  laid

their hands on each of the Bishop-clect as ? A NOTICE

they knelt before them. The Bishaps elect LL) !
were Lhen presented each with a copy of the The Members of the ‘
Bible and a Pastoral Staff.

I By B T WG

Frieads,
COMMUNION: SEISAGE The new Church of South India will

After the Bishops had been consecrated, |D® inaugurated in Madras at 8 a. m. follo-
the Bishop presiding proceeded with the Com- wed by the consecration of the new Bishops.
munion Service. During the first hymn of ths I have recsivediword that 15 seattas
service, the thank offering was taken. The avaliable to us in the Pandai out$ide the
Bishop presiding first received the communion s i
and then in three batches the entire congre- athda.
gation, consisting of 2700, were administercd
communion at the central altar and the side
altar of the Cathedral and in the pandal.
It was an experience not likely ever to be
forgotien to have been one of that multitude
vf  worshippers belonging to  diverse denomni- Cordially,
pations kneeiing at the altar to reccive the B. C. D. Mather
clements all " together without any difference. 3 :
One felt irresistibly the c¢all of Christ that Secy., J.C. §. I. U. C.
the Church should be one. With the pron- Vaddukoddai.
ouncement of the Benediction, this most memo-
rable service came to an <nd. History was

Those desiring to go to this Service
at their own expense and avail themsleves
2l this offer are requested to communicate
with me before the 10th inst.

— The Morning Star: 5-9-1947
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AN UNCHARTLFED DESTINY

O it il i T . o there is unbounded rejoicing and shouts of
¥er AR He wors o a,y ey & friumph. The new Church, we do hops, will
of pessimism and defeatism. When one realises \ : i N
. ; L s . mnot, in the midst of her triumph, feel that
the tension and strife, political rivalries and h - i
Tacial hatreds, animosity and misunderstanding the future is assured and forget the greater
ar and. b c'”‘ d‘ y o 1_1 o ‘fﬂ tasks and responsibilitiss that are awaiting
| ad ., Te =2TFil . i . .
9 —— PRy Pk her. This wunion does not mean that all the

are found i ¢ ands is appalled at 2 LE ! : i

<hei nd - dmd!ly cllkild\"}‘)l}e - _iti £ e problems of a divided Church in South India
IT mag;i and at entire internationu : & : i

IR ARGD ., Wil At e PR have been solved for all time. It doss not

Sityation. or. i i | all 1his - : i ;
houeh]:O How}*fv.r,tm th;f mldls(; _Oi - ‘,a“‘ mean that all misunderstanding, suspicion, bick-
: i 2 > : ; ; :
gl i e o N - 0 erings and jealousizs  between the different
@ ringing note of optimism. of victory and tri- denominations are now at an end. It does
Ymph has been struck by the new United Church k " ' .
of South Indi - Niite S not mean that for evsr now a strong band
201U ndia, which was inaugurate F fov I Ki fellswahi fous
Yiosks back ut M A Ly nan of loving intimate. working fellowship as
E AR, ® gn pE: ; been forged around all the uniting elements.
ngland remarked at the public meeting held dn—p =y 5 L immediately a natural and
G cti i is i i ; . : A ;
t;pmctwnﬁ_\yith th}:s Inanguration two d;]lys later, easy march of triumph  to the Church in
re o 0 . £ * 9 .
rls zrand and unique e¥ent showed the POWer g, i1 India bringing all to the feet of Christ
T S Gospel of Reuconciliation, which 1S gre- g wivhin the tolds of the Church, It means
2y aeeded  in the world  today-reconciliation ... work to bz undertaken, new and greatet
Lo an and man. is certal impossible ¥ g ?
p Rl RN (RS0, Jha It is cgr‘tam!y mp .~ responsibilities to be facsd, greater  burdens
to exdaggerate the importance of this areat tri- o 45 BoEie I eetRek SR nall . e aif
umph of reconciliation between various diverg- . = be Tntrodiceds THa s‘.-*r:non of ihe
ent  and somstimss even vaering, danomiations Rev “J S. M. Hooper :;t the Sﬂ;viﬂe of «Com-
i thd Clidret e W : e privilege s : it 4
‘ : Slutreh Thu:,... why hJ.d the JEVIED missioning of the new Bishops., reproduced f
of b.ing present at the inauguration ceremony. in full in these pages list week;  and the
* . o~ o = &= 1 3 - s ] as
I'UOk]_"g at the great i, S e aiet ot thousands poogideniial address of the Rey. Dr. C R,
vitherto separate churchss mingling tog:ther. Wicrenga to the last sessions of the g. 1. U C
. [t L 4 e Vinale 3 he = : ; i 2 '-'- 2
i participating in thL.u grd..ni _ vinale of the . . 1 Asseinbly, extracts' from ‘which are app-
_ ceremony, the Communion Service. could not caring in today’s columns, allude in no mist
s 9 ; = W F ¥ 3 o 45 sy - = : y d M sal—
§?rc1tc the importatice of this l‘uu.t}llClilﬂ[lOll aken terms to the tasks yet to be accomplished
lmicﬁrzdh]}l({)it bbl;tz f?tel“ii?t I SR e by the new Church and the dangers facing her
g een ¢ oTh : - ;
ghty * in the hour of her trinumph. The grzatest dan-
ger in our opinion is that mentioned by Mr

STz (2] 1 1 ¥ f B o
and the rest of the world while congratulating HOD"L'I’I of exalting  our p‘amcu}”\? th.m,h
—even the Church thit our union brings into

the_ new Cl1ar§11 on the consummation of* th'e being —into an idol that takes the place of
union, is anxiously watching the success of this Cppige--

courageous endeavour, which is bound to have

repercussions everywhere. It has fallen to the We of the American Mission field in
lot of the Younger Cflurches of the East to  Jaffna are today inaugurating our new Dioccess
give the lead to the ofher Churches by ente- of the Church of South India at a  special
ring upon this n:w scheme. which is *not sarvice in the Cathedral Church at Vaddukodda;
O‘SIIy of world wide, but of cosnic, signi- 4; which our new Bishop the Rt. Rev, 8§,
ficance. And tody throughout the new Churches Kulandran will also ba in-stalled, Wa know out

History has thus bezen made in  Indig;

10
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onununity feels gloricus about belonging to this
history-making Church. At the same time, itis
necessary for us to remember that we are ente-
Ting upon an entirely untrodden way, an unch-
artered destiny in the words of the Archbishop

of Canterbury. As we enter on this, we must
pause a while to render thanks to the Lord for
all those who have toiled in the past with the
American Ceylon Mission and the Jaffna Council
of theS.I U. C They have been responsible for the
building up of our Church, her life and her
traditions., We ought to take stock. too of all
that we have whch we are going to take to
our new Church, and of our responsibilities and
H_le tasks before us. All this is done in a spe-
cial bulletin issued today by the Council as a
:T-weqir of 1"is momentous occasion, We ours-
ves have done some of this in our columns
from time 1o time. Hence, it is not necessary
Or us to go into detail about thesc matters.

' How:ver, we wish to remind our comm-
unity of two of the main implications of ente-
Ting upon the new seheme. particulariy of the
Setting up of one Diocesan Council integrating
Thc. work of the Mission and the Council. First,
It 15 a new type of Church government we are
starting. with an Executive Head ;:at{i the. helm
with real power, The Bishop will be no mere
figure head. This perhaps has been realised now
for some time and that will be. Secondly, all
institutions in thc field —the Churches and others
educational and medical —come under this one
essentialiy ecclesiastical Council. All the efforts
carried on in recent vears for making the Church
the real conrolling centre of all aspects [and
phases of work have at last been realised. One
has been struck at the readiness with which the
authorities of institutions have acquiesced in the
new order of things They did not want to hold
back a movement which was one day or other
bound to come to fruition. We congratulate
them on their realistic and open attitude, and
their excellent spirit. We would urge on those

responsible for the running of the Diocesan

Council to do nothing to impair the efficiency
of these splendid institutions, which have taken
& century and more o build,

Yes, it is an untrodden way we are ente-
ring upon. The whole situation is reminiscent

of that in which the ancient Isreelites found
themselves in, The lIsraelities had already wand-
ered in the wilderness for a number of years,
with much murmuring and under severe hardsh-
ips. They had not been able to bear all their
troubles. Added to all this, they had already
lost their leader Mosss. But God never leaves
his people helpless. He gave them a new leader
perhaps equally devoted to God as Moses, but
more courageous and more daring, Joshua, theil
Dew leader, thenm undesrtook the task of leading
them to the Promised land, but he realized
that there were still difficuities to be overcome.
battles to be won, and enemies to be vanquis_hed.
H:nce, h: remindsd them of. the untrodden
way before them and all its difficulties. We
are today in a similar situation—But are we
dismayed? Do we not have the assurances of
God; ‘1 was with Moses so will T be with
thee’’. This should be our response to thiscon-
ident promise: Let us sanctify ourselves, for the
Lord will do wonders among us.

The Muorning Star @ 10 - 10 - 947
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MEN WHO WILL LEAD

NEW CHURCH FORWARD INTO THE FUTURE

(by Dermott Monahan)

The Church of South India may well be
proud of the men chosen to lead her forward
into a future fraught with so many immense
possibilities, They are a erand team. They
have behind them u splendid record of schola-
rship, experience, leadership, piety and devot-
ioe.

In the days of yore not a few distingu-
ished themsclves, too on the sports field. Yet
none of them would aspire to the title of
“*My Lord Bishop'® for they carry their disti-
nction with modesty and they come of a dem-

ocratic tradition The great lay leader of the
S. I. U. C. in Ceylon 1. V. Chelliah once
had an amusing passage of arms with Bishop

Palmer of Bombay, which may serve to chara-
cterise the new Bishops. Coming out o!f an
early Joint Committee on Church Union the
Bishop remarked ‘“‘Chelliah, you are not such
@-bad fellow after all’’,

1 reciprocate the coinpliment, my Lord'’,
said Chelliah, *I thought that Bishops were
autocratic tyrants, but I see that [ was mista-
ken*’

constituted
tyrants but hume-
the Church

The Bishops of the necwly
Church are not autocrats and
ble men of God, proud io
which has chosen them.

SCTVC

Distinguished Scholar

Amongst the distinguished scholors i1s the
Rt. Rey. EDGAR THORP, who won a *“‘dou-
ble first*? in Mathematics at Brasenose College,
Oxford and then took prizes in Theology at
both Oxford and Cambridge, yet it is said of

simply and lucidly the intricacies of diocesan
accountsa

In the RT. REV. MICHAFL HOLLIS so
well known and loved in Madras, the Church
boasts an Oxford don, yet one who was glad
to be called up in 1939 for service as an army
chaplain.

A proud contribution of the Church ot
Seotland is the RT. REV. LESLIE NEWBIGIN,

an erstwhite feader of the Student Christian
Movement, who was also a  college prizeman
at Queens, Cambridge.

After playing for the cricket eleven at

Felsted School, the RT. REV. GEOFFRI'Y
STUART SMITH gained the Carus Greek Test

ament Prize at Jesus College, Cambridge. It
must have seemed to al who knew him thag
he was set for a distinguihsed academic and

theolosical carcer in England, leading eventua-
lly to Episcopal Bench, when he would change

the mellow charm of the ancient University
for some stately Bishops palace and grace,

every now and then, in the dignity of gaiters
and top hat, one of the best seats in the pa-
villon ~at Lords. Rather he chose 1o serve
India. Nor do all the scholars come f{rom over

Seus

[here is the RT. REV. H. SUMITRA,
a professor from that very honourable foun
dation, United Theological College, Bangalore

Man of Action

Another contribution of the Congregational

Churches is the RT. REV. KULANDRAN  a

him that no man can explain more briefly, graduate of both the University College, Colombo,
12
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and  Serampore  College, Bengal.
become distinguished not only as a
but also as a man of fesrless
and unconventional approacach,
inherited from his lawyer
powerful and arresting

He has
theologian
social action
while he has
father the gifL of
speech.

Among  the Bishops there are not
men  of action. The RT REV. Y.
is the son of a soldier.
Chureh  as a little child was typical of the
man.  Shortly after his father’s  death  his
mother came undzr the intluence ol the Missi-
onaries in Masulipatam and in spite of much
parsecution  determined 1o be  buptised  Her
little son, with equal determination threw in
his lot with his mother, and neither perse-
cution nor threats would keep him from besco-

lacking
MUTYALU
His entry into the

ming a Christian with her. Though he may
have lost some of his prowess onthe football
field, he has 1lost nonz of that early dster-
mination.

Great Organiser

For superb organising ability few can match
the RT. REV. FRANK WHITTAKER, who
will lead the Telugu diocese of Medak. As
Secretary of the National Christian Council
the conducting of acommission seemed more
a hobby than a task and in committee he
was the (and is) like a professional footballer
on his own home ground. He it was who init-
fated the masterly survey of Theological Educa.
tion in Ind'a, and he s an acknowledged auth_
hority on such subjecis as Evangelism, Closer
Cooperation and Adult Literacy.

The RT. REV. P. GURUSHANTA brings
to the Church of South India a wealth of
quict devotion and zeal. Threec times Presidznt
of the Kannada Christian Council, he has done
much to promote Christian work in the Kanu-
rese country and has taken a lead in  public

life on the Mysore State Central Food Council
and Temperance Federation.

The RYT. REV. BUNVAN JOSEPHs {ather
was one of the two evangelists who first cros—

is the product of the S. P. G. Mission and is
a well-known exponent of the the Lyrical eva-
ngelism so much loved by the Telugu peoples.

Another of the new Bishops renowned for
his evangelistic prowess is the RT. REV. A.
H. LEGG, who has worked among the Ezhava
Community in Travancore, many of whom have
joined the Chu-ch Though at first doubtful of
the Scheme of the Union, he became a firm
convert to the cause and was Convener of the
S. 1. U C. Union Committee when the Gene-
ral Assembly took decisive action in Septemb:r
1946, and accepted the Scheme,

Man of Great Charm

One of the most popular mzn on ths nzw
Episcopal Bench is the RT. REV. G. T.
SELWYN, His readiness to  acceptl invita-
tions to Tndian feasts, his us: of Indian
clothes and his unaffected charm have endeared
him to the hcarts of the people of the Tin-
nevelly Diocese On the way home from his
consecration in Madrs, people flocked to the
train to greet him at the wayside stations,

until his compartment was literally flooded with
garlands. Many are the young men who have
been influcnced by this bachelor Bishop, and
many are the children who owe the knowledge
of the traths of their religion to his carsfu
instruction.

It has often been said that there is a
great bond of sympathy between Irishmmen aad
Indians and the RT. REV. A. B. ELLIOT
comes from the emerald isle. He is a Telugu
scholar and for eleven years stood at Bishop
Azariah’s side and hetped him to bear his bur-

dens. Tt was therefore no surprise when the
vote of the diocess chose him to take the
great Bishop’'s place.

The lInauguration of the Church Union

and the establishment of a free autonomous
Church is a fitting counterpart in the religious
sphere to the attainment of freedom for the
Dominions of India and Pakistan in the poli-

sed the Nallamalai Hills and preached the tical sphere. Both are events of momentous
Gospel in Sagileru valley ninety years ago. He consequence. In both these fields India has
13
. YHord @Qursirelipr wei 1947 — 1997 ¥ GsaaljPu Boésmu wrp. Herd

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



5 C. S. L Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1947 — 1997 3 J. D. C. S. 1. Golden Jub
taken the lead and we are proud of her. At
long last we see the wunion of episcopal and
non-episcopal Charches and the ever widening
vista of the re-uanion of Christendom opening
before us.
At the Inauguration of this newly cons-
tituted United Church, the choice of the
RT.REV. C. K. JACOB to preside was a highly 1|"|,Iﬁn|| "l':l||[|” nr}"""i'”?' 1, “:Tllilih|||‘I[]|'i|'llll"i||“ by ) T'Hililll"p
appropriate and auspicious one. He is the first o S
elected Indian Diocesan Bishop of the Church
of India, Burma and Ceylon, He was baptised
by the first Bishop of Tfavancore and Coihin. THE SOUTH ’ND’A
confirmed by the second, ordained by the third
appointed Archdecon by the fourth and CHURCHMAN
succeeded the fifth. Hc studied at Oxford, and
one of the highlights of his stay in England As from this month, the Church of
was a summons to a garden party at Bucking- South India will have an official magazine
ham Palace, where he met King George and called THE SOUTH INDIA CHURCHMAN,
Oueen Mary. He has had wide experiencc as incorporating CHURCH UNION NEWS
parish priest, Vice Principal of Bishop’s College, AND VIEWS, THE S. 1. U. C. HERALD
Calcutta, and on the staff of the Theological and the former DIOCESAN MAGAZINE
School, Kottayam. when the late Metropolitan, of Madras, Tinnavelly, Travancors Cochin,
Bishop Foss Westcott recommended him for and Dornakal. It is regretted that it will
clection as Bishop, he claimed him as a man not be possible for the Union Magazine
with all qualifications necessary for this high- to be called * Unity’” as originally propo-
office. sed, as owing to th: existence of another
periodical of the samne name, P rmission
Here are fourteen men of fine spirituality, has been refused by the Government. Fresh
deep devotion, consecrated life and high ability. application has bzen made to the Central
There can be no doubt that under their leader- Government for the new name of “*SOUTH
ship the Church of South India, can face INDIA CHURCHMAN'", but in the event
confidently its supreme task of worship, witness of there being delay the Union Magazine
and work. Such a Church will surely prove a will be called +The Madras Diocesan
blessing to free India. Magazine’', and copies of the same will
be supplied to all those who have ordered
copres of the new Magazine. The Manager
is Dr. G. S. Fredericks, Diocesan Oifice,
Cathedral P. O., Madras 6, to whom all
Madras Mail:- business communications and remittances
should be addressed, and the Editor, the
Rev. D. Chellappah, St Paul’s High School
Vepery, Madras.
—MORNING STAR:- 14 -11-1947
P P 5 5 A i ) 2
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Service of Intercession for New Church of South India
Archbishop of Canterbury on dual task ahead

A Service of intercession for the new Church
of South India was held yesterday at St
Martin s - in - the - Field. Dr  Geoffrey Fisher,
Archbishop of Canterbury, made a strong plea
for cooperation on the part of all those enga-
ged in making the Union a success. H: said:
¢'In two spheres at once, ecclesiastical and nat-
ional, India faces an uncharted destiny. What
has brought us together in this Church today
is the fact that, on Saturday, in a far-distant
country, the Church of South India comes into
being, a new unit within the universal Church
of Christ.

*¢ Christians 1n South India, who  have
hitherto known themselves as Anglicans, Meth-
odists Presbyterians  and  Congregationalists,
will trom that day, all become equal membors
of  the Church of South Inaia. They do not
disown their past experience of the truth of
Christ in separation, but bring it with them
to the Service of a higher apprehension of
it in wunity. Yet all have made sacrifices to
achieve this initial wunity, out of which
grow a more profound unity.

miy

““ If they are taking risks,
taking them, and we who seek the same
are not. Our fortunes are engaged with
theirs, and if perhaps, in the end, we find
some better way to the goal than has vyet
been found, it will be aresult of their pione-
ering.

at least they
are
goal

Admiration

““Even those who fear lest they be fool-
hardy, must admire, and all of us, as we wish
them godspeed, must search our own hearts lest
we allow our caution to become cowardice,
and our careful deliberations to paralyse action
or obscure the goal,

15

““This change is made at an anxious time
when  India takes charge of its own destiny.
With a new Secular Order yet to find ttself, the
South India Church has not only to find itself in
Christ but to make its contribution of Christian
Witness. This dual task is clearly seen by the new
Church. In two spheres at once, ecclesiastical and
national, India faces an unchar:ed journey.

““Through the life of separation surrend-
ered, we pray that the Church united may find
its life new and strongsr in the Church Catho-
lic and in its Lord and Master Jesus Christ’”,

London Times: Sept. 25.

vA YA wi * be wbe XA k. JA wA NA w4 w4
NS e S e e SE S 638

Church Centres—JD CSI

There are now 87 Church Cenitres.
42 in the Jaffna Peninsula, 34 in the
Northern Province south of Elephant pass,

9 in the Eastern Province and two in
Colombo.
3 3% %
UDUVIL
The Diocese runs the Uduvil Girls’

College (Founded in 1824) as a Non - Fee
Levying Private Institute It is the first Eng-
ish Girls’ Boarding Institute to be establish-
-ed in Asia.
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‘of your appeal for Faminz Relief.

LETT

We publish below two letters from Bishop
Kulandran of the Jaffna Diocese, and other
from Bishop Newbigin of the Madura - Ramnad
I_)ioceseﬂacknowledging the gifts sent to the
Famine Relict Fund from our Diocese.

FROM BISHOP KULANDRAN:

The Star is doing me the kindness of
publishing eleswhere in its columns a copy of
1he' letter sent to me by Bishop Newbigin in
which he conveys the gratitute of his Diocese
for our generous gift, But I shull be wanting
in my duty if i do not add a word of my own
on the subject.

It is difficult not to be moved by a res-
ponse so spontancous and so overwhelming. 1
was present at the Conference of Bishops last
week in Bangalore in which Bishop Newbigin
told of the emotion of gratitude our gift had
evoked from the members of his Diocese. Thro.
ughont my stay in Bangalore in connection with
the consecration of Bishop Sargant, T realised
what a deep impression our action had created.
For a community so small as ours and for the
time to which the campaign was restricted by
the decree of the Diocesan Council, the effort
indeed is notable 1 find it difficult to express
my appreciation of the gesture that our people
have made The contributions that had come
in before I went to Bangalore on the 9th
amounted to Rs. 5,633.

Yours sincerely,
S. KULANMDRAN,
Bishop.
My dear Bishop!

t the meeting of our Dioczsan Executive
last week I communicated the news of the result
We were all
overwhelmed by the magnitude and gencrosity
of the response, We have been specially moved
to learn of the many acts of real self - denial
by which this wonderfully generous response
was made possibie, Truly God’s Spirit has been
working mightily among you, and we thank God
not only for the great relief for the urgent
needs of our hungry people, but also for this
new token of his living power, 1 hope you
will find some means of conveying to all who
shared in these gifts an expression of our joy
and gratitude to you all.

RS

The first effect of the news of your gift
and of the way it was given, was 10 make us
feel that we were ourselves not yet doing al]
that we could to meet the need. We have dec-
ided to follow your example and appoint a
spacial week of fasting and salf - denial during
which we hope that all who are able to do so
will contribute their utmost to the Relief Fund.
I shall let you know in due course how this
develops.

As regards the immediate uss of the money
we hope to have - with your gift and others
received from other sources - about Rs. 15,000.
We plan to put aside Rs. 1000/~ for speciae
meetings and and conventions 10 help thosl
who have been driven from their homes and
are wandering in other districts searching for
food. I estimate that the Christians of our
Diocese must be about 10,000 Secondly we
plan to use about 1,000/~ to provide for those
children (both Christian and non - Christain)
who are studying in our Schools
and who cannot go home for their usual
summer holidays because their parents have
pzen driven away by the famine. The remainder
of the sum wo Proposs to use in direct
relief to those in the viliages who are actually
suffering. In this work we shall of course
try to help only the most needy. including
non - Christians as well as Christians. T hope
in a few days to assemble a commitice, inclu-
ding some non — Christians members,  which
will b responsible for planning and carrying
out the distribution.

Boarding

emphasise the  fact
tell, the situation i%
difficult for the next
the next few weeks theY
home, and there will be
nothing for them. Until the next harvest
season their situation will be terribly hard.
Our main effort must be to help them to
come through thess n:xt six —months without
disaster.

[ would like to
that, so far onc can
likely to grow more
six months. During
will be returning

who are suffering
the Church in
you my very

In the name of all
severely, and in the name of
these two districts, I offer
deep and heartfelt thanks.

Yours affactionately,
Leslie Newbigin.
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For The CSI At Fifty

S::\.ce my asrival i the spring of 1981 my
experience with tic CSI has been almost exclu-
sively with the Jaffea Diocese, mainly under
J. D. Ambalavanar and then under Dr 8.
Jebanesan; and former Bishop S Kulandran was
close at hand as well for my first ten years.
Jebanesan was earlier a teacher at Jaifna College,
in religion and Tamil, and his wife cams in to
train the musicians in Western music. Dr. Mrs.
Chandra Ambalavanar returned to become the
medical officer to hold the hospitals tog=thep,
the nurse’s training programme, and women’s
vocational  training as well.  With Bishop
Kulendran I had a weekly coffee date, when
he would come up my stairs and stay to talk
So I feel I've known the Diocese under the
influence of three quite different personalities.
cach bringing a unigue contribution to it

Unfortunately my advent was
violence from the outset About 1wo months
after 1 had settled into my flat beside the
college the vicious attack by ministers’ thugs
took place in Jaffna, when the eatire collection
of the public library was burned and many
shops and homes were torched both in  Jaffan
and in Chunnakam. During my first two years,
belore the events of July '83, Tamil travealers
were often robbed or killed when armed civilians
or military in civvies kidnappsd busses or board-
2l stopped trains. One of our own most
charming teachers at the time told we of her
own cxperience on a night train, when she and
a friend escaped the robhers out a window.
Appeals to police standinz by ware of no avail.

marred by

Thus, while nearly every summary of the
5ri Lankan situation begins with the killing of
13 soldiers by the Tigers. everyone in the North
knows that was the culmination of considerable
harassment of traveling Tamils and much else.
Nevertheless, school always took precendence
over anmy situation. The school! calendar pro-

srams occurred with remarkable reguiarity, sach as
prize—giving, Christmas carol programs, Dioce-
san festivals, hugs: children’s rallies, Bible and
song compstitions, and sports, class socials, and
dramas; the Jaffna College Round Table cont-
inued to felicitate weddings, retirements and
farewzlls The only serious disruptions in the
activities of the Diocese occurred during the
time the [PKF was among us sand recently,
during and after the exodus of fall, 1995. Of
course, all during the last seven years parts of
the Diocese were cat off from us by military
action and occupation. Thus only now are
delegations actually able to visit more remote
church sites like Delft Tsland,

Things were carried on with courage and
determination, as if the activity could push the
growing political  disruption away from our
threshold; perhaps as if all this activity were
a stop-gap in the bursting communal dike; ag
if it were intended to disarm discussion or even
to suppress discussion. Early one got the feeling
in the Diocese that such discussion was either
not wanted or was dangerous,

How fur the ideology or the intentions
ef “'the boys™® was developed in 1981 1 don’t
know. I was only aware of the multiplicity of
armad groups, some. simply out to rob the
citizsnry. But by July 1983 it was clear that
something was going to ehange around us. There
was, for a time, an influx of Tamils from the
south. And then 2 number of the maturing
generation of pastors left the Diocese for safer
or greener  pastures abroad. But Bishop
Ambalavanar continued the good works programs
undeterred,

As refugees resettled in the Vanni, new
churches were stasted, others rebuilt, housing
projects were undertaken, and a beautiful center
at Mankulam was developed. Children’s homes
were established outside the Jaffua Penivsuls,

17
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in the Vaoni and Vavuniya and in  Batticaloa. facilities, it was also disrupted by the latesi
Day-care centers spring up like mushrooms. o;_aerations. It is still unsafe as the area surroun-
European and American foster-purents were tound 9i08 is heavily mined. “But the seminary
for many of the.children tn the . homes and continues, now on Jaffna College premises,
for the operation of the day - care centers. tram'_ng yet another genc.:ranon of pastors for

- the IDCSI The preceding generation, several
But the ten-year-old attempt to setiie the Yo4rS in fhe field, now make up the backbone
prohlem by nilitary {orce brought destruction of the Diocesan clergy.
by alr__.t-ud. by linl t» Jaftwi. Hope was ~ Being in Colombo for some time after
reawakened when the IPKF was asked to inter- the general exodus from Jaffna, I have seen
vene, a hop: that was soon dashed, both by pe esablishment of a second congregation in
the reception prov;ded them hj.,f the L_TTE ‘und Wattala and the completion of a big four-storey
by the response of the IPKF itself. One of the¢ hostel on the old parsonage proparty in Fussell’s
most hair-raising and atrocious events WwithiR  Lape, a’short walk from the new Wellawatte
the Diocesan family occurred in Udupiddy when vegetable stalls. The decision was made to house
twWo. sisters of the pastor there were shot down girls only- but both sexes find it difficult to
at point blank rapge by IPKF soldiers, in th¢ rent on account of police harassment of would-
IPKF’s ill-advised effort to demonstrate how be landlords or - ladies. Many of the -<younget
the LTTE (/) was . inhibiting participation in an members of the CSI in Colombo find it nexr
election held at the time. The fuperal service to impossible to travel after dusk for fear of
was one of the most moving experiences I had unwarranted arsest as Tamils. The hostel is also
during this time A crowd of friends and CSI being used fora year’s course in children’s home
members walked absolutely silenty down the majn management, & much-needed enterprise off to
:g;eFt to the cemetery, watched by equally silent 2 good start.
o 1:;:;50::;1 RECYOY IS mguy of the. hall dings Now that [’ve been allowed to get back
to Jaffna College T see how, despite occupation
. ! : by the Army. actvities uare still carried on.
tal Alfes t‘he epaptisa of, an (BEF with, its T¥anspor?atildn difficutlties ali:e :ililfli!crent ones now
all between its legs, an unecasy year of reerou-- b e ik Terebadh -0 Bicies ¢ the
ping preceded a ne=w all-out military eftfort to g WY au 0-:.tc & SUSTHg, SRR a.l_
$ k ; college for the Dioccesan singing competitions,
cope.’w-llh the LTTE While the Peninsula was gzpd a group of university students led by our
orgamzf:d.under guerrilla control, the - bombing campus chapiain has made a visitation tc Delft
and shelling rosumed, more or less continuously  Island, long so difficult 1o reach from Jaffna.
from 1990 to 1995 still going on in the Vanni Last y:ar two Christmas carol scrvices were
where many of the Diocesan centers established held for all-school participation, because of the
Only a dﬂcude ago have once ;_[_{_i_uin heen des[royed_ dlf'ficulty of gctling into ’and out Of. Jaffna
While one could still travel by road to points 1DiS year we hope for improvement in that
south, fhe sight of the utterly ruined new regard.
::r;::.la:tl ?:;:i;k.u]f;ﬂs ‘t::uci:?;“Li)b"‘:;];:g'cx‘::i The years ['ve spent with the‘JDCSI have
revived and housing boyvs’ home children from et i B e M e Rl g
oho aih Lk S bt ohlaetr Rl often present as well. For som.eone concerned
as the latest military offensive :\;cem up thé el hufnan. Figuty ax B e has.been "
read i Vavuniya' : sorrowful times, but also a time in which those
who have stayed in the country have forged
Because of the situation, the L-il.'IS and closer honds of fellowship and-mutual aid. It
downs of Sri Lankan Tamil status in Tamil o0 be. Jpnd Ehat the ‘adversity of the Jast
Nadu, and the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi flfteel_l goad "f'l”, produce a deeper o of
there, our younger seminary candidates had commitment within both the clergy and laiety
difficuity getting visas for study in seminaries of _the Diocese.
in India. So the Diocese started its own semi- :
pary; just- getring nicely settled iato its new R. G. Porter
12
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1947
1944
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1935
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960

1961

1962
1963

1964
1965

1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971

1972
1972
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981

1982
1983
1984
19835
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991

(992

1993
1994
1993
1996
1997

J.D.C.S. L 1947 - 1997

SECRETARIES

Rev B C D Mather
Rev B C D Mather
Mr S V  Aicgaratnam
Mr S V  Alagarainam
Mr 8§ V. Alagaratnam
Mr S V  Alagarainam
Mr SV Atagwatnam
Rev A C Thambyrajah
Rev K S Jevasineam
Rev K § Jeyasingam
Rev K S Jeyasingam
Rev K J Mills

Rev K J Mills

Rev K | Mills

Rev K J Milis

Rev K J Mills

Rev J 1 Ramarajah
Rev J J Ratnarajah
Rev D J Ambalavanar
Rev K 'S Jeyasingam
Rev K § Jeyasingam
Rev K § Jeyasingam
Rev K § Jevasingam
Rev K J Mils

Rev 8§ 8§ Arulampalam
Rev 8§ 8§ Arulampalam
Rev S8 S Arulampalam
Rev Sam Thampoe
Rev Sam Thampoe
Rev Sam Thampoe
Rev Saum Thampoe
Rev A C Mathanaraiah
Rev 8 W Sugunanthan
Rev Sam Thampee
Rev  Sam  Thampoe
Rev N'W G Susunarajah
Rev A C Mathanarajah
Rev S S Arulampalam
Rew S Manopavan
Rev  Sam: Thampoe
Rev Sam  Thampoe
Rev A Jeyakumaran
Rev A Jeyakumaran
Rev A Jeyakumarun
Rev A Jeyakumaran
Rev G D Anandarajan
Mr G Rajansyagam
Rev A A Paul

Rev A Jeyakumaran
Rev C T Roberts

Mr Noel A Vimalendrao

Mr Noel 4 Vimalendran

AND

Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Sir

Mr

Mr

Mr
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W  Ariarammam

W Ariaratnam
Ariaratnam
Ariaratnam
Ariaratnam
Artiaratnam
Ariaratnam
Seivadurai
Scivadurai
Seivadurai
Selvadurai
Selvadurai
Seivadura:
Selvadura:
Selvadural
Selvacurai
Jeyasingam
Jevasingam
Jeyasingam
Rajisingam
Rajasingam
Rajasingam
Rajasingam
Rajasingam
Selvadarai
Selvaduorai
Selvadurai
Seivadurai
Selvadurai
Selvadural
Selliah
Setvadurai
Seivadurai
Selvadurai
Selvadurai
Selvadurai
Selvadurai
Selvadurai
Seivadurai

A Vimalendran
MNoel A Vimalendran
Noel A Vimalendran
A Vimalendran
I & Vimalendran
Noel A Vimalendran
S Ratnavel

EZ2vvuvenuuve Y TR

wmmwmwmm>wmmmmmbk}})ﬁﬁﬁWmmmwmmmmggggg

S Ratnavel
5 Rainavel
C Jeyaratnam
C Jeyaratnam
€ Jeyaratnam

/ Rev & A Paul
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J. D. C. S. I. -« CLERGY -- EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEMBERS - 1947 - 1997

CLERGY NO OF YEARS SERVED

Bishop 19471970 ' 24
1960, 1961, 1965, 1969, 1970 Bishop 1971—1992 27
1985—1987 Clergy 1938, 1990,1991 Bishop 1993To Date 11.

Rt Rey Dr 8 Kulandran
Rt Rev Dr D J Ambalavanar
Rt Rev Dr S Jebanesan

Rev B C D Mather 1947, 1948, 1950, 1951, 1952, 1957 06
Rev J M Singanayagam 1947, 1950 —~1955, 1957, 1958, 1960—1962 12
Rev G D Thomas 1947, 1948 02
Rev Dr S K Bunker 1947—1950. 1953 —1957 1961 —1965 14
Rev A C Thambyrajah 1947 —1949, 1954,1958 — 1960 07
Rev S T Aseervatham 1947—1952, 1956—1959. 1963 —1967 _ 15
Rev S P Vijayaratnam 1948—1952, 1954 ~1959, 19611965, 1968, 1969,
1971—1974 22
Rev J V J Arnold 1949 01
Rev J J Ratnarajah 1951, 1952, 1956, 1963 — 1968, 1970, 1983, 1984 12
Rev G M Kanagaratnam 19531956, 1971, 1972 06
Rev J W A Kadirgamar 19535—1955 u.
Rev K S Jeyasingam 1955 - 1957, 1959 - 1964, 1966 - 1970, 1973 - 1978 20
Rev K J Mills 1958 - 1962 1965 - 1970 1
Rev D R Ambalavanar 1959 - 1964, 1971 - 1976, 1978 - 1983, 1985 - 1990,
_ 1993 - 1997 29
Rev L N Hitcheock 1966 - 1971 06
Rev N W G Sugunarajah 1966 - 1970 1972 — 1977, 1980 - 1982 14
Rev § 3 Arulampalam 1971, 1972, 1976 - 1980, 1982 - 1984 el
Rev Sam Thampoe 1971 - 1974, 1976, 1977, 1980, 1981, 1983 - 1997 ‘}
Rev S N Suguraranthan 1974, 1975, 1979 - 1982 ue
Rev A C M thanarajah 1975, 1978, 198G - 1983 06
Rev S P Jeyisinzam 1976 - 1979, 1981 - 1987, 1989 - 1991 14
Rev D C Ratnasingam 1977 - 1979, 1985 - 1988 o
Rev S Munopavan 1979, 1984, 1985 03
Rev T S Premarajah 1984 - 1987, 1989 - 199! 7
Rev A Jeyakumaran 1986, 1988 - 1991, [994 - 1957 09
Rev S Jeyanesan 1987 - 1992, 19935 - 1997 2
Rev A A Paul 1988, 1993, 1997 03
Rev Dr D § Thiagarajah 1988, 1989, 1992 - 1994 f}j
Rev P R Naveendranugoolan 1991 - 1996 ‘_36
Rev G D Anandarajan 1992 Gl
Rev T Thevanesan 1992 - 1994 L3
Rev C T Rdberts 1992, 1996 o
Rev S C Arnold 1993 - 1997 03
Rev A V Jesuthasan 1997 0l
20
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1997 3 J. D. C. S. I. Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1947 — 1997 ¥ J.
J. D. C. 5. I. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
D47 = 1DDZ
LAITY YEARS SERVED
Mr K A Sellaih 1947-1953, 1955 1960, 1962-1967, 1969-1971, 1973-1977 27
Mr I P Thuriratnam 1947, 1948, 1950-1967, 1969-1974 26
Mi S V Alagaratnam 1947-1949. 1951-1953. 1955-1959 11
Mr L S Kulatungam 1947-1952, 1954-1959, 1961-1966. 1968-1970, 1972, 1973
1975-1977 26
Mr  E J Jeyarajah 1947-1956, 1958-1963, 1968-1970, 1972-1974 32
Dr  C T Chelliah 1947-1949, 1951, 1954 05
Mr P W Ariiaratnam 1947-1953, 1958-1961, 1963-1965 14
Mr J C Amarasingam 1948, 1950 02
Mr D S Sanders 1948, 1949, 1951-1962 14
Mr V R Murugesu 1948 01
Mr B K Somasundaram 1948, 1952-1957 07
Mr  J M Sabaratnam 1948, 1949, 1950, 1961-1963, 1971-1976, 1978-1987 22
Mrs F C Canagatungam 1949-1952 04
Miss L G Bookwalter 1949 01
Mr W P A Cooke 1949-195] 03
Mr S K Rasiah 1949 01
Mr E C Lockwood 19491953, 1956-1960, 1963-1968 16
Mr S S  Selvadurai 1950-1962, 1965-1969, 1971-1976, 1978-1990 37
Miss E K Mathiyaparanam 1951-1955 05
Mr P K Arulampalam 1952-1954 03
Mr K S Saravanamuttu 1953-1958 06
Mr L S Williams 1953 01
Miss C E P Raju 1953. 1934 02
Dr W R Holmes 1954-1957. 1959, 1979 06
Dr Gunam Cooke 1954, 1955 02
Mis G M Lee Vanniasingam 1956-1959 04
Dr  J S Navaratnam 1957-1961, 1971-1976, 1981-1983 14
Dr  (Mrs) A Moses 1958- 1960 03
Mr C A Gnanasegaram 1960, 1967 1968, 1970 04
Mr A K Sabapathipiliai 1960-1963 04
Miss R J Mann 1960- 1964 05
Mr V  Nallah 1961, 1962, 1965-1967 05
Mr C B Bavink 1962-1965, 1968-1971 08
Dr W L Jeyasingam 1962-1967, 1969-1973 11
Mr S V Balasingam 1963-1967 05
Miss A H Paramasamy 1947-1953. 1955-1958, 1960, 1961, 1964-1967 19
Dr E T Buell 1948-1952 05
Dr M O Charko 1954-1956 03
Dr J S Amarasingam 1957-1966, 1969, 1970 12
Mr S K Arnold 1064, 1966-1968 04
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Mr A  Kadirgamar 1964-1969, 1971-1976, 19781043, 24
Dr P S Selvachandran 1964, 1971-1975, 1978-1980 0y
Mr A Rajasingam 1965-1970, 1973-1978, 1980-1959, 16
Dr J B Selliah 1966-1969 04
Dr L R J Watson 1967, 1968 02
Mr R.C § Cooke 1968-1970 03
Mr S A Balaratnam 1968-1970, 19381, 1982 03
Mrs S T Aseervatham 1970-1972, 1981 04
Mrs S J Somasundaram 1970-1981 12
Mr L C D Mahilrajan 1970-1972, 1976-1979 o7
Mr R & Thambiah 1971, 1972 02
Dr B A Mills 197), 1972 02
Mr G T Nallanathan 1973, 1974 2
Mr R 8 Jogendra 1973-1978 06
Mr C Arulsuthan '1974-1977, 1983 05
Mr 'V Anandarajah 1974-1978 05
Mr George Vaithianathan 1975 01
Mr Milroy R Selvarajah 1975-1980, 1982-1984, 1990-1992 12
Mr L S C Canagasingam 1977-1982, 1984-1987 10
Mr C J Eliyathamby 1977-1983 07
Mr R J Thurairajah 1977-1979, 1986, 1988, (989 06
Dr (Miss) C V Selliah 1977-1997 21
Mr P J Thambiratnam 1979-1987 07
Mr A S Balaratnam 1979, 1980 02
Mr S Ratnavel 1980-1985, 1987-1989, 1991-1997 io
Dr (Mrs) R G Selvadurai 1581-1989 0Y
Dr K E Chandrapal 1982-1984 03
Mr M Thambithurai 1983-1985, 1988, 1989, 1991-1993 08
Mr G Rajanayagam 1983-1985, 1987-1993, 1995-1997 13
Mrs A N L Virasipillai 1984-1987, 1990-1992 07
Mr Sam Lewis 1984-1987 04
Mr YV Gunarainam 1985, 1986 02
Mr Noel A Vimalendran 1986-1991, 1993-1997 11
Mr V  Navaratnam 1986 Ul
Mr C Jeyaratnam 1988-1993, 1995-1997 (9
Mr T A Thambyappah 1988-1990, 1992, 1993 U
Miss Joyce S Thampoe 1988-1990 113
Mrs K Bavasingam 1990-1994 03
Mr W D Kulatungam 1990-1992 U4
Dr (Mrs) C Ambalavanar 1990-1997 08
Mr W N Thevakadatcham 1991-1994 04
Mr A Jeyarajan 1991-1994, 1996, [997 06
Miss J Namasivayam 1991 01
Mr V Mithiraranjan 1993-1996 04
Mr Paul Nesarajah 1994 - 1996 03
Mr T Sathianathan 1994 - 1996 032
Mrs R P Chelliah 1994 - 1996 03
Miss S P Gulasingam 1994 - 1997 04
Mr N S P Thampoe 1995 0]
Dr V¥V R David 1996 - 1997 02
Mr S 1 Manickam 1597 0l
Mr G Nadarajah 1997 01
Mr S Devananthan 1997 ; 01
Mrs K Mahendrakumar 19375 - 01
Mr. D. S. Solomon 1997 - 01
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1947 - Members of The Executive Committee - 1997

Rt, Rev. Dr. 8. Kulandran Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan

Rev. B. C. D. Mather (Secretary) | Rey. D. R. Ambalavanar

Mr. P. W Ariaratnam (Treasurer) Rev. A. V. Jesuthasan

Rev. J. M. Singanayagam Rev. 5. Jeyanesan

Rev. C. D. Thomas Rev. A Jeyakumaran

Rev. Dr. 8. K. Bunker Rev. S. C. Arrold

Rev. A. C. ThambyraJah Rev. "A. A Paul :
Rev. 8. T. Aseervatham Mr. Noel A, Vimalendran (Secretary)
Mr. K. A. Selliah Mr. C. Jeyaratnam (Treasurer)

Mr 1. P. Thurairatnam Mr. A. RalJasingam

Mr. S. V. Alagaratnam Mr. G. RaJanayagam

Mr. L. S. Kulatungam Mr S. Ratnavael

Mr. E. J. Jeyarajah Mr. S. J. Manickam

Dr. C. T. Chelliah (Medical Supd Ex-.off) Mr. A. Jeyaralan

Miss. A. H. Paramasamy (Ex-off Principal U G () Mr. S. Devananthan

Dr. V. R. David

Miss. 8. P. Gulasingam

Mrs. K. Mahendrkumar .

Mr. G. NadaraJah /Mr. D, S. Solomon

Dr. (Mrs) C. Ambalavanar (Ex-otfio Med. Supdi
Dr. (Miss) C. V. Chelliah(Ex-offio PrincipalUGC
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JAFFNA COLLEGE 1475,

new Church aof South India was inaugurated
To—day, as we turn the pages of History .. gt Georges Cathedral Madras. This Church
of our dear College established in 1823 as gqve pirth to the Jaffna Diocese. The Jalfna
the Batticotta Seminary, we recapture the pjgeese was established aad the Rt Rev Dr
period of the last fifty wonderful Years from g Kulandran was installed as the first bishop,
1947 coinciding with the inauguration of the .y 5 cervice conducted at the Vaddukoddai
Church of South India. This wunique event p.ch on the 10th of October. Thus the
offers us abundant opportunities for reflection. y,qqukoddai Church becam: the Cathedral of
This day we step into an atmosphere of 4ho yaprna Diocese, the mucleus of the Church
reminiscence. Not only do we remember these ¢ gouth India in Ceylon and the American
golden days but we relive them within our Ceylon Mission. The spiritual attachment of
body soul and spirit moment by moment day the Church to the College had always been
by day. A jubilee is an open diary that deep and binding. The Church had always
symphonically ~touches, strokes and speaks to been the directing spirit of the College Hez_lcc
your heart. As we unfold the five decades this integration was a moment of great joy
of epoch making legendary eveats, we form fulfilment and hope. Also it is a prl\illegc
a deep insight of the storms and sufferings, for Jaffna College to be so closely linked
dark clouds and challenges, trials and tribula- to the Jalfna Diocese. The Rev. Dr. Sydney
tions Jaffna College had to endure with Bunker who wus the President of the Col.lcgc
patience, courage, wisdom and the Lord’s also played an important role in the integration,
orace and guidance growing from strength t0 of the work of the Missions and the Church
strenigth revealing its manifold riches amongthe He from the days of his Principalship had
people. Like the shepherd in the Judean been a greal contributor in the form:nlmn
hills leading his flock. Christ has led our of a Nationt! Church Body. This integration
alma Mater from the front through these without any parallzl was hailed as ons  of
vears and has bestowed us with glorious the greatest events of th: Christian  World
achievements and victories. Thess last fifty Almost threz decades later Bishop S. Kul:mrh-,an
years have proved beyond any reasonable doubt rightly said that the Jaffna Diocese is Jaffna
the showers of bountiful blessings and mercies (College at prayer
reccived of the Lord. The blood and toil

of our founding fathers embodied with total The other notable event considered in
dedication and divine charisma had never {pe edncationil parlanc:. a highly farsighted
been in vain achievement was the estiablishing of the Under-—

graduate Department 1o prepare students i‘(‘)r
the London University examination both i
Arts and Scicnee: in the acadesmic realm, a
stepping stone indeed.

As we unite . ourselves in celebration

let us leaf through the annals of history
from the year 1947

The greatest spiritual event preceding
every other academical or historical happening We are full of functions and happy
took place in this year 1947, eventually moments every year. Lo and behold, the Cecllege
becoming the corner stone of our College celebrated the 125th anniversary of the Batticotta
and Church. This established the greatest Seminary and thc 75th anniversary of Jaffna
impact on the College and the Church, and College, keeping with the great traditions of
took place on the 27th of September. The the Fnstitution. The celebrations proved beyond

24
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doubt that if the years rolled by were noble
and great fulfilling the pioneer Missionaries
Visions,” the years 10, follow would achieve
even greater deeds accomplishinents and honour.

The prophetic proverb of the wis: jogs our
memory ‘‘Whare there is no vision people
perish*?.

A noteworthy administrative event of
the year was the apponitment of Mr. K. A
Selliak as the . first National Principal of
J.ffna College Mr. K. A. Seclliah was ‘the
first member of the staff to be afforded.
with the opportunity for overseas studies.
He studied at the University of London for

a period
fellow of
excellent

elected a
was an
dedicated

of two years and was
the . Physics Society He
teacher of Physics totally
to his alma-Mater. Rev.. Dr. S. K. Bunker
was appointed . the President of the College
directly in charge of the Undergraduate D:part-
ment and the over all administrator of the
College.,

Transition periods in  generel  create
disorder, disturbance and discomfort in the formal

functions of an establishment. This year the
Church  and the College faced two transitions.
"The first was by the formation of the Jaffna
Diocese and the second was caused by the
apponitment of Mr K. A.  Seiluiah as the
Prinvipal. But the transition days trom the
hands of the Missionaries to the shoulders
of th: Nutionals was curried out very smoothly
and cohesively. The handing over of the
Principalship too had the same smoothness
and order. The main reason was Rev. Dr

S. K. Bunker. He was a commitied Missionary
with s Liberal atiituds and nondescript character.
He knew and loved every person around 'and
every person loved him in return. He moved
with the times and accepted the demands
o the er: admirably. Dr. Bunker possessed
the same conviction, ideals and zeal and wag
imbued with the same fervour and vision
as that of the nationais that the smooth
functioning of transition days was
Nationalism was in the air.
presenc= - itself was a source of
had a great impact on the

Dr.
strength
College.

and

only natural.
Bunker’s

5

i 4 o

“Ainidst these changes,  developuients and
festivities there appearsd a dark clond, that
would shake the roots of our Colleges eduvationai
system. that  was based on  Christian  beliefs
teachings and valuss which would in later
-yedrs create a major storm in the. Nations
HEducational System  resulting  in total chaos.

An ordinance that was basicaily desingned
systematically planned by a special com-
from 1943 16 curtail  and  restrain the
function and progress of the fas)
hristian Institutions was execpled by

and
mittee
smoolh

growving

snaet of Parliment. This act  enforced &
legal  condition on teligious fresdom partical-
arly. on Christian teaching in  Schools. - The

Government through the Act of 47 re offered
the Free Educutionsl concessions. There was
autonomy too in  the Government's package.
Jatfna College felt that there was much to
lose by accepting this grint. The Missionari ®
were. joytul givers, sierificial  providers  Jaffaa
Collegz  wus aiready whole heartediv offering
free education Hence the Governments invi=
tation  to the Free Educationdl Scheme
Wils beutrap to  enforce greater
controd Private Schools which were
ali Christian.  This time too Jaffna College
decided to keep our of the Free -Educational
System This time Majority of  the Schools
have joined in and “only 115  Schools stood
out

jan
considerad to

oV Ll

In the year 1948 Ceylon wis granted

Indep:ndunce. Al our affliated . Schorols  were
handzd  over to  the Jaftna Diocese, In 1949
dus to the ruapid expansion. of the' Under-
graduate Department a new hostel’ was built
to provide accomadation for  the students.
Meanwhile the College was makuig tremend
ous progress in forming a beautiful library,
At that time Jaffua  College was the only
Institulion which provided enormous oppor-

ol the staff to enhance
capabilities i1a the from of
Scholarships to foreign Lands. During this
175 vyears of time many members of the
staff have immenszly benefited from these
generous  grants.

tunities to the menbeis
their educational

that the Goveraments
was gradually gaining

It was observed
Free FEducation Scheme

LW 1

-

HEard Qumrsiredpm
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support from all over including Christi&njlnsti-

tutions. We were aware of the Govermenis
ultimate intention to bring in all Christian
Schools under its totalitarian umbrella. How
ever the Schools that were alrcady. under

this scheme were being treated well including
our affliated Schools. Also we were granted
the option to withdraw from the Free Educa-
tion Scheme if we were not satisfied. Then
there was lot of public representation in (avour
of joining in from ths parents, alumni and
members of the Community. Ths Colombo
Alumni was not in favoir but  the public
of Jaffna was very kasen (o join  in. Hence
on the 16th of February 1951, after ruch
deliberation and thoughi Jaffua College joined
the Free Educational Scheme. It was a major
cut-de-sac move. Very critical. Major decisions
are generally made based on  the hum:n
behavioural pattern and events of the  past
and present. As a Christian Institution the
ARM OF THE LORD has always from the
faunding .days provided the wisdom to

our
Board of Directors. Though suspicious to a
degree we did not anticipate any harmfu
moves from the Goverment. We djd Face

Criticism in the light of the subsequent events
of this country. Unforeseen elements and events

over which we never had been masters acted
against us. Wo do not know the future,
HE HOLDS THE FUTURE.

As the national languages w:r: gradually

begcoming the medium of instruction, English
was: losing its place not only in the Schools
but the Country in general In the late  30s,
Hke a few other leading Schools in Jaffna,

Jaffna College too had introduced the study of
the Sinhala language at the primarv level. Now
it was necessary to advance the study to a
higher level If this had been allowed to cont-
inue as a natural process, the Sinhale Linguage
would have become part and partial  of our
currtculany, studied' with keenness and would
have benefited the Jaffna Community toa grea
extent But the misguided over enthusiasm of
Mr. S W. R. D Bandaranayake through his
Sinhala Obly Bill' crested an adverse and counter
productive effect on ihe teaching of Sinhala in
Jaffna. This lead to the ceasation of teaching
Sinfiala in° all Schools in Jaffna. The aspirations

and the sentiments powered by our Motto has
always provided our College the motivation and
the eourage to  lead wh.re others dread to tread.
When the Sinhala Only bill was in the embryo
stage Jaffna College presented a few educational
reforms to the Government The boards requests
to establish an additional University in Jaffna
and the provision to grant external degrees of
the University of Ceylon were granted. This
proved to be of great benefit to the entire
nation. Once again the students of Jaffna College

showed their unity and voiced their opinion
courageously when 64 of them fasted through
the day finishing with a protest meeting the

dav the sinhala act introduced in

Pariiment.

only was

The first Sinhala Tamil communal viols-
nce of 1958 suddenly created more than 10,000
Tamil refugees in their own land. Jaffna College
moved by compassion provided shelter, food and
clothing to more than 600 refugees This was
greatly appreciated and aeclaimed. An Institute
for the study of Rreligion and Society was
¢stablished wunder the apsx of Jaffna College.

The first event of the 60s was the op=nine
of the Bicknell Memorial Pavillion. Special
mention must be maide of Dr, Kanapathipillais’
magnanimous contributions towards this dream

proiect of Dr. J. W. Bickneil in memory of his
father Rev J Bicknell.

It hus been th: practice of every Gover-
nment in power to bring about changes in the
educational for th:ir own political
benefits. This was mainly perpetrated to satisty
the rura! masses and considered as an aet
against the denominational Colleges. The year
1960 turned out to bhe « year of crisis. We
entered the national Scheme in 1951 because
the Government recognised the dual System of
control. The Government gave us a pledee that
we had the freedom to keep out of the nonfee
levying Private School status and to resume our
Fee Levying status if we were not satisfied
with the svstem The Government was paying
all our expenses undar the national Scheme. Bui
Suddenly the Mrs. S. Bandaranayakes Government

introduied a bill whereby it abolished the Fee-
Levying status of all Private School that had

earlier joined in the National scheme. This act

system

V. C_S. 1. Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1947 — 1997 % J. D C. 5. 1 Goldn Ju
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very clearly indicated that all Sehool under the
Nitional Non-fee levying scheme would be under
the total management of the Director. ie The
Government. We were facing a Volatile situation.
We were not permilted to levy fees We would
not be granted any aid from the Government,
Political parties change Governments change.
But pledges are always kept never broken But
here the Government betrayed us wholesale, We
were allowed to function as a Denominational
Private School only as a non-tee levving School
with out any aid from the Government. So ofter
carefuliy considering all aspects of the situation
the students. teachers, parents, alumni, community
and most of all the Church — Jaffna College
decided to function us a Non - Fee - Levying
Institution. Our spiritual guardian, our Church
was very keen to preserve the independance of
the Institution mainly because we were the only
Christian TInstitution for boys. This decision cost
money  called for sacrifice and unity. The
Church leaders and the Board were deeply touched
by the moral, physical and spiritual support it
received from the four corners of this earth
even from strangers. Jaffna College had always
believed in preserving its individuality and high

ideals and  forthr ghtly maintaining 1ts  noble
values and traditions. At whatever cost the

Christian spirit has to be upbeld. The critics
voiced their opinion, It was said that we were,
un national and Non - govermental. Time and
cvents proved how baselessly wrong they were.
“We were hard pressed on every side, Yet not
crushed.  persecuted but not forsaken: struck
doun but not destroyed. (2 Cor 4 : 8,9) Here
aguin  we remember our legendary  Principal
Mr. K. A, Selliah with gratitude. He was in
the  forefront again. It was largely due to his
love, devotion, dedication and pnblic relationship
that immensely helped to succersfully administer
the College at this crucial time. It was at this
period that timely action was taken by the
Diocese to safeguard the lands and propeties
belonging to the Church by demarcating them
accordingty.

The Undergraduate Department was gradu-
ally losing its established position. in the edu-

ent. So a Schems was introduced to prepare
trained teachers for the degrer examinatious of
the University of Cevlon. This move increased
the number of stnd:nts. Rev. Dr. Bunker (oo
had Completed 25 years of service in this land
and  celebrations were held in the usual manner.
Mr K. A. Selliahs’ retirement too was appro-
aching.

1966 was a year of spiritual rememberance
and cclebration. As every one is aware it was
the American Ceylon Mission that founded the
Batticotta seminary in 1823. Though interwoven
and having the same goals in mind to achieve
and serving the sime community, th: College
and the Mission have functioned under separate
governing boards. Th: Amszrican Ceylon Mission
the Corner stone of the Batticotta Seminary
gave hirth to the Jiffna Diocese in 1947. So
n a manner befirting the demands of the
ocassion the 150th anniversary was celebrated
in  September 1966. This memorable heart
warming  programme filled with relicious and
social uctivities lasted three full days.

M- S, V. Balasingam, the Vice - Principal
from 1963 was appoiuted the Principal on
Mr. K A, Selliah’s retiremeut. W. L. Jeyasin-

gham was appointed the president of the Under
graduate department. Tt was during .this veriod
that the United Nutional Party governmeni
introguc:d Poya days  as statutory holidays
instead of Sundays. But Jaffna College correctly
adhering 1o Christian teachings coutinued: to
close Sshools on Sundays and  Poya days. :
This was the year that Dr. §. K. Bunker
Mr K. A. Selliah left after a period
twentysix years of combined coutribution
to wards the upliftment of the College!
[t could be said with conviction and confi-
dence that two men of the same calibre
basic human qualities, love and respect for
and understanding of each other with the same
ommittment, d:dication and vision have never
appeared on the same stage at the same time.
It is obviously the hand of God that brought
these two men of different nationality, different

and
of

cational sphere mainly due to the ceasation of creed, east and culture to gether to  build

the London University examination. Heads were this Institution into a formidable fortress.

in unison to rebuild the undergraduate departm- Their binding brought about a unigque sense
27
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~mar - the Vice Priacipal wis appsinted

0

0 .
of wunity, purpose and strength among everyone
who was attached to Jaftna College- Neadless
to ‘'say that we are talking about the 26 years
of " productive constructive and effective combi-
nation of Rev. S Bunker and Mr. K. A. Selliah.
Il ‘Mr K. A. Selliah was the legs that moved
Jaffna College then it was Rev Sydney Buaker’s
loving hands whica held the College together.
Evén these two abil'ties were the outcome of
brotherly team work Look at the period they
were at the helm of the School administ
ration. They laboured faithtully; They stood
together strongly; They thanked the lord grate-
fully. [t was Mr Seliiahs energy and efforts
that progressively built the sccondary Sehool
Tt was Rev Bunkers total contribution that
launched and activated all edueational progra-
mmes performs and progress at tne Underora-
duate Department.

When it was generally believed that the
Undergraduat« departmut has outlived its original
purpose the president Dr. W. L. Jayasingham
presented a new veuture by which he introducad
the need for Technical Education above the
secouduary School level, through which a founda-
tion was laid towards the continuation of the
Undergaaduate departmeut. It is with deep rear

aret,
that in the year 1968, Mr. S V Baiasingh un

who assumed duties as the Principal of ihe
College in 1967 passed -~ away. This sudfsa
demise created a vacancy and Mr A. Kadirga-

rhe acting
Principal.  However towards the end of the y;::-
Mr. A. Kadigamar was appoiuted the Principal
and Mr A. Rajasingham the Vice Principal
Mr. Arasaratnam Kauadirgamar an old buy is the
son of the late Rev. J. W A Kadirgam.ir and
the great grand son ot R. O. D. Asiibury who
had served our Coliege in the [9th U-:!z!u-!'y He
holds a sciencl degree from Madras and M. A,
degree from U S. A Tt must be noted that
Rev. Dr. Sydney Bunker on the 23rd of Sepiemper
1968 passed away in Ameriea. Rev. Dr. Bunker's
death evoked a sense of persoual grief,

By the end of 1968, the national Langu-

ages became the medium of instruction at. ail
levels of edueation. English Language lost its

place totally. The adverse eftects of this decision
was so numerous that even to - day the loss

of the Language is ternibly felt throughout tha
Island, ; b3 I T

The dawn of the 70s. The College was
progressing and prospering in all spheres  We
were equipped with all _resources to meet the
changes and the demands of the day. In
comparison we were a step ahead to the extznt
o which we were drawing envious looks The
Undergroduate Depirtment was laying special
emphasis on the teaching of English and vocation
oriented eourses under the 4-phased curriculam
for the Students. Ihe Library with iis growth
was becoming a store hous: of knowledge and
a rtesearch ecentre, Jatna Colicge made a major
contribution towards the =zconomic growth of
this country On the request of the Industrial
Development board a4 natural resource survey of
the Jaffna Disirict was conducted by the graduats

trainees and the staff of the Undergraduate
department. This report was well received the
Government and press and was published. The

construction of 4 Technical Institute providing
Engineering. Agriculture and Business course’
for technical pzrsonnel has alreaay commenced®

A loss to the Church is a loss to the College
too. The first Bishop of the Jaffna Dioces:
since the foromation in (947 Rt Rev. 8,
Kulandran retired on the 23rd of September 1970,
He had been a exofficio member of the board
and later the Chairman of the Board of Dire-
ctors. Bishop Kulandran duning our duys of

struggles, setbacts and decision muking had been
a counsellor of wisdom and a source of strength.
He iz the author of the book “*A History of
Jaffna College™ (1923 —1980) A highly respectad
Chronicle of weaith of information and insight
of the College. widely respected and referred to
even this day

In 1970 the - Standardisation® of marks
was introduced by the Department of Education

which required the studints from Jaftna  to
obtain 237, more agreegate marks to secure
admission to the University of Ceylon. This

was a low, mzan and a calculated mave to
enferce a blocude on the smooth educational
progress of the minority Tamil Community. The
end result of this pain, agony anger and frust-
ration could easily be said is the root eause
of the Nations political climatie to-day.

p

= -m

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

bBw Snéseou wrp. < Berd Quaoswelpr wer 1947 — 1997 W CosaralisOu Bmss

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



i
B

e

Bunker

Ruth

Mrs

1937-— 1947
19471966

College
College

{ Jaffna
of the

rincipa

P
FPresiden:

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



swuze . Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

# noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



1997 ¥ J. D. C S. L

N
olden

Jubilee Souvenir 194

Now let us move into the spiritual world.
Rev. D. J. Anbalavanar was consecrated the
new Bishop of the Jaffna Diocese on the 30ih
of June 71 Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar a highly
distinguished old boy who excelled himseif in
all fields during his College days recsived his
Theological edusation at Serampore College,
India and obtained his Masters Degree in Theoloay
at Kinzs College London aud advanced Ecclesiastic
education from Germany. Further, he had served
on the staff of the Ecumenical Institute at Bassey
in Switzerland. He has been a member of the
Board of Directors for a considerable period
of time.

Sundays were restored and we
not bow down and sacrifice our
beliefs to satisfy mankinds whimsical
certainly were the most rejoiceful and
children of the Lord.

who did
hristian

orders
grateful

The foundation stone for the
Institute was laid on the 3rd of March 72.
Further, a farm School was to be opened at
Maruthanamadam. Meanwhile the Library funct-
ioning at Ottley Hall has grown :o such great
proportions that a permaneut home was urgently
requited to meet the demand. A plan was
immediately formulated.

Technical

On the 10th of February 73 Mr. C. H.
Holdridge the treasurer of the Board of Trustess
declared open the Jaffna Technical Institute,
1973 was also a year of jubilation. The Batti-
cotta Seminary completed its 150 vears and
Jaffna Coilege celebrated its  100wh yeur  very
modestly. ‘

In the past, we have heen, quite a number
of times led through the wuters and led through
the fires But always walked asross victoriously.
Now we have been exclusively targeted by
unrighteous and uncreasonable forezs. The norm
says that it is always a beautifully blossomed
flower that is admired and plucked, Sometimes

even stolen. People de not throw stones at

Universz, Jafina Coliege, the treasure house of
knowtedge and wisdom, ever so deeply true to
its historical traditions, commitment and strength
was adding new laurels by its achievements and
progress. year after year. This was the status,
A status drawing envious feelings.

Suddenly and swifty the Government
moved in to acquire the major portions of Jafina
Collezz to establish a section of the University
of Jaffna. A coup - detat lacking the Coup de
grace. Leoally the Govenment took over the
entire campus on the Bth of Angst 1974. Most
of the teachers of the Undergraduate Department
were  absorbed into the Universitys teaching
staff. Our degree students were enrolled as
University students. Except for the quadrangular
section where the Szcondary School was permilted
to ftunction the rest. including the hostels,
louses and the playing fields were vested with
the Government, But no land or building adj-
oining the Church was taken over. At least on
this i1ssue Pieter Keunemen  still possessed an
iota of the Christiam  spirit hls forefathers
always displayed. The act specifically stipulated
that it applies only 1o immovables. The move-
ables are to remain untouched.  The Library
has been our backbone and our source of stre-
ngth, the tank of knowledge that has
channelled its resources into every classroom.
The Universety did not possess the -authority
to touch a single book in the Library. But
defying the Law of the Act the unscruplous,
unjust men from the University began removuig
the books from our Library. At that time we
had around 42.000 iavaluable books, the worth-
iness of which cannot be penned in theise pages,
This take over has robbed us of almost six
decades of growth; study rooms pillaged and
visions of a century destroyed. We had been
absurdly impoveristed and eriminally twisted
and defamed. Just like that, overnight our dear
College has beep stripped of everything that
once added luster and radiance to its beauty
even more to its memory, these halls of
prayer and study deserted where once the fervour

barren trees. Stones are thrown at fruit bearing ©of the wise and the piety of the poor were
trees, sometimes even robbed. Thieves enter demonstrated in total brightness.
houses that are full of richness, At this period
of time Jaffna College was the Prime-de-force Let us view this situation through
of the educational order in the east of this a difterent mirror. Taking over of Jaffna
29
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becoming strangers in our

College to establish the Jaffna University
1 itself a glorious tribute to the Institution

The Government could hardly be blamed
for its choice. Jaffna College was perfectly
equipped in cvery form. It had everything within
its  walls. Our College composed the ideul
intrastructure in all aspects to fulfil the requi-
rements of a complete Universily or even more.
The Government had to fulfil a long needcd
necessity of the Jaffna public urgently and
conveniently. So the uxe fell on Jaffna College.
It is sad, but the fsct remains that our tradi-
tions, service, standard, dedication, progreess
and achievements to the nation have been
admirably reccognized. Pinnacle of success,
sometimes do bring in  hurtful feelings and
traumatic experienves But G wernmo:nts always
choosc the best. Tae Guv. ment, with the
assistance and pressure from .ertain politicians
and a section of the intelligenisin choose the

best Institution in the far-east. Declegations
form the Church, the board of Directors and
the College ‘meeting the Minist:rs and the

Government officials was the order of th= day.

~All talks failed miserably. The Government stood

by its decision.

; This suddin and disastrous event unprec-
edented in the annals of our nations educational
history, caused many changes in tle atmosphere,
the surroundings and the happenings of the day.
As usual, there was a visible change in the
human out look. You could smell the cloud of
defeatism in the air. Many telt weak and weary,
lost in spirit. Majority of them were dismem-
bered and dismayed. But there were a few who
felt and believed that even though the Gover-
nment had taken over our buildings it had not
taken over our breath; not taken over our
spirit; The binding became stronger; the moral
was at its peak. Though losing our rightrul
independance we were still independant; Though
own land we still
sang our Lords song with gladness.

The Church the board the College - the
Trinity stood united. The roots were never at
stake. It was as  if our God Almighty had
decided to channel the blessings of knowledge
and wisdom from within the walls of our Alma
Mater to the outside world - the people of
Jaffna. What a glorious tribute iadeed.

Let us have a glimse at the changes.
There were new boundaries, and barricades.
manned by baton charging policeman and patrolled
by gun trotting military men. University of Ceylon
functioning at Jaffna College comprised of 60%
Sinhalese students and 40% Tamil students.
Sinhalese girls occupied our Howlard hostel.

Unity is strength. Everybody showed it to
the utmost. People stopped being spectators:
they naturally bescame witnasses. The love and
concern of evervone was [ocussed on redeeming
our land. the bibilical canan

The board had no place to meet so it
gathered at the parish Decisions  were
mude to inform the Goverament of our number
one priority, to demand the return ol our books
to its origin. The period when Mrs Indra
Gandhi was in power in India her Ministers
were planning to introduce resolutions against
the Christian Church and ¢ynmunity. Mrs. Gandhi
told them very plainly, Christians are like a
sleeping lipn. Dont wake them. It you disturb

hall.

or antagonize them and wake them. You will
not be able to face them. Here too, ¢t
Vaddukoddai in the year 1974 there was an

awakening among cvery one

In 1975 motions began., to negotiate with
the Goverameat on the subject of comp=nsation
It was accepted by all legal minds that the
transfer of the Library was totally illegal. While
refusing to accept their act of defying the law
the University of Jafina proposed a very mise-
rly offer of returning the books that were not
required by the University A hyprocritica!
gnerosity from a daylight robber. The situation
was so unr:asonable that we even proposed to
the Government that we sezli some of the books
to the University in order to satisfy the admin-
strators to the Uaiversity Even during this crisis
wez, the Seconduary School held the annual Prize-
Giving as usual.

The discussions over our books coatinued
in 1976 too. The wise men at the University
behaved as if they were the owners of the books
and we were the borrowurs. It was  plainly
evid:nt that 'he ball was in our court. The
number on roll declined. People were gradually
losing interest and looking for greener pastures

30
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elsewhere. We had lost our Undergriduate
Department in the process of the take over,
our Library had been robbed with deliberete

deceitfulness. We were it seemed to the outside
world abandoned. Yet we were not aloneg.
M nwhile Bishop D. J. Ambalavanar’s trip to
the States turnd out to be very fruitful. But
his many attempts to meet Mrs. Bandaranayake
did not materialize.

[n July 1977 U. N. P won the Parlimen-
tary elections with a handsome mujority. College
had great hopes in rezaining our lost land
The University of Jaffna was facinz too many
problamatic issues for which they had no answer
or remedy. It was not practicable to administer
two sections of the University at difterent venues,
Sinhalese students too were finding the atmos-
phere and the surroundings too alien It must
be recorded here that our Bishop was the first
psrson outside ths political clan to mezet Mr J.
R. Jayawardena 1o discuss all matters pertainin g

to the take-over. Our Lord does not permit
His Children to sufter for long. Mr. J. R.
Jayewardena made the first move. He ordered
the authorities to hand over the library back

to us and the Coliege to be vested to us again
and the University to vacate our premises
immediately. The adminstrators were only relieved
to leave our premises but to return our library
they haa sccond thoughts on che matter A total
withdrawal of the University would take consi-
derable time. But the communal riots in August
77 quickened the vacuting process. The Sinhaia
students who left in August under Police escort
came buck.

never

A c¢hange in the Principle of “*Standar-
disiution™ occured in 1978. From racial it became
district. Even though we could not continue

with our Undcrgraduate Department due to the
many losses we had faced during the take over,
the London G C. E. (Aduaneed) Level and the
¢ordintty) level Classes were begun in response to
nuam-rous requesis. The Technical Institute too
was expanding with new buildings and new
cquipment, contributing immensely towards the
betterment of our children. The centenary of
the Alumini Association was an important mile
, stone reached this year:

31

1974 was termed a year of loss, year of
tragedy: and a year of sacrifice. After being
in the wilderness for three years, in 1979 we
broke the chains that held us captives and
reentered our lund of wmilk and honey - the
Bibilical Cannan, our Home - Our exile has only
strengthened and united us for future battles,
made us wiser and reminded us of OQOur Lords
presence and guidance in our daily walk. HE
REVEALED TO US HIMSELF. By Jannary 1979
the vacating process was over and we had our
Cotlzzs in our pussession.

O+ the 9th ¢f January 1979, a service of
Thanks Giving was held at the Cuthedral. Every
tongue, every heart was filled with praise and
thanks giving. There were tears of joy. Prayers
answered, dreams come true, lost friendship$
renewed, n2w frirndships establishad  stranger$
becoming brothers, anger and illfeelings forgo-
tten and forgiven- There were oceans of blissful
Love, filled with joy and laughter. You could

fee)] the presenc: of the Lord after three long
years. Ouar funding fathers spoke to us from
the soil of our home. Their fac:s werz filled

with smifes and their hearts packed with emo-
tions and gratitude. There will be no more
sorrow, no more tears. Only peace, No more
barricades nor harriers. No more Policeman nor

sentry pomnts. - Our gates were wide open as
before.

This year another important land mark
was reached the centenary of the College

Miscellany A centenary number was published
in deep appriciaiion and recognition of the toii
and dedication that had been poured, into thes
publications.

1980 The Alumini  Association celebraied
its centenary On the 3lst of May Padmasiri
Devanesan declared open the Daniel Poor Library
The University of Jaffna has not :fulfilled its
obligation and promise in returning our valuable
books and archives to our library. The Alumini
Association 18 a family. The intertwinement of
people of the past. the present and the future.
Daniel Poor Library the name is a blessing to
every person Who enters our Library. He or She
Walks in poor in knowledge, poor in wisdom
and poor in Spirit. But walks out mnot poor

p. YyHard Qumerefpr weur
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any more. Rich abundantly rich in body, soul persorvalities from our midst. Mr, K. A. Sclliah
and mind. At the Daniel Poor Library the Rev. and Mr. L. S. Kulathungam. Mr. Selliah was
Daniel Poor is the Teacher, even to this day. a pillar His attachment, his yeoman services,

his commitment and dedication and his peerless
The restoration of the College property loyalty to the College within the walls of this
was revested and made eftective on the 30th of <campus for over 41 years can never be matc%wd
December 1981. by any person in this century Many a time
the roots of this Institution were shaken but
he steadfastly held the foundation together.
Our new missionary from states, Dr. Even outside the walls of this Institution he
Robert Porter joied ws in April 1981 He is a continued the good works in the welfare and
teacher of English, German and French and progress of the Church and the Board. Mr,
English and Literature being his speciality. He Kulathungam, a natural and excellent teacher
had served in his native land, Germany and of the Euglish Language was attached to the
last ficld of work being Iran. During the last College from 1922 1o 1963. He was the Editor
gixteen years Dr. Porter had beoen an asset to of the College Miscellany for 32 years and was
the College and the Church. His contributions gditor of the Morning Star for 42 years. He
towards our English department is great and very Served as Vice - Principal from 1953 to 1963.
useful. He teaches English, prepares our students A generous person filled with love and compa-
for musical and singing programmes and compe- gejon to all and sundry was well received in
titions and coaches and directs our English playg the community. After his retirement he faithfilly
He also is in [charge of the chapel services, served the Church and the Diocese with respo-
Not .only has the College benefited by hjs nsibility and reverence.
faithful service but our Church too has gained
immensely by his endeavours. He is in charge The University of Jaffna has returned almost
of the English cho_ir and his presence is felt 13,000 books and yet another 20,000 books have
every Sunday morning and evening. An avid to.be -eturned to us. Our Collection is incree
reader Dr. Roberl Porter regulariy gifts valua asing due to regular gift of books from friends,
ble b°°k.5 and magazines to the Library. He well wishers and the old boys. Our Technical
pioges Wlt,h love and  compassion with €VeIYy Jnstitute was making steady progress and had
one and is very popular among the siudents, become a highly advanced Technical [astitution
He hcl_ps tl_le less f.orlunalcs and assists the serving the entire papulace. New buildings and
needy in his own quiet way. Dr Porter is an houses arc being added every pear.
accepted figure in the community.
1984 wzas the Centenary year of the Jaffna
Our English medium classes hove proved (oll:ge Y. M. C. A., the oldest student Y. M.
to be a total success. Students from other C. A. in Asia.Brother hood - the Iiterary
countries too are joining these classes Jaffna Association of Jaffna College Completed 75 years.
Coliege embarked on a noteworthy venture.
Historical anq Educational books were published. 1985~1986. in the history of Sri Lanka
A unique achievement. . _ : : 5
: . we entesred a new era during this period Parl-
imentary politics took a back  seat. Mavhem
The books that were forcibly taken over in the name o} democracy. ifustice and {reedon
f’r(?m our Library by Ehe Jaffna University are was the order of the dav! The attermath of
being returned to us in stages. the 1983 cthnic violence had created and brought
! upon ourselves a new turbulent society. Under
In 1983, ethnic violence broke owt. As these circumstonces Fducation the backbone and
usual the Tamil Community was at the receiving the prime de-force of the Tamil Community
end. This was the worst communal out break was losing its prominent placs Student interesis
this country has ever experienced. This year saw were drawn towards other events and objectives.
the passing away of two eminent and esteemed Fall in the standard of education and its values
32
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were the end result of implementing educational
policies that were mainly introduced to satisfy
the maiority race ol this country., Engiish losing
its proper place and the National languages
becoming the medinm of educstion too caused
this chaotic situation.

Jaffna  College had from the inception
provided well to meet the needs of the nzedy.
With the help of the funds from the Christian
Childrens Fund of Canada through the auspices

of the Jaffna Diocese the College was uble to
look after a large number of children by
providing food shelter and  education. The
Diocese  continued to offer scholarships to

worthy students to tollow degree courses in

the Universites of South India.

The country is in total turmoil. There
are two wars the Government is faced with.
One in the South and on2 in the North. The

northern war created a situation that adversely
affected ev-ry member of the society. Death
was at your door stop. There was grief and
sadness every where. The certainity of getting
back  home wuas uncertain. Schools were not
functioning at cegulir hours, People were bao-
ming homeless day by day.

Under these dismal days of calamity
Jaffna College with Hzavenly guidance continu=d
to fashion the life of the students with 1he
utmost care and dedication while maintaining
the traditions of the Iastitution,

Mr A. Rajasingham, the
retited after 33 years, of service. He was  the
Vice-Principal for 18 years. He was a very efficient
teacher of Mathematics and had been the mauain
source & strength for many of our students to
achieve at the eximinations, Even to this
d.y he devotedly serves in many of the boards
and commiltees of the College and the Church.

Vice - Prineipal

SUCC28S

Dr
Kulatungam
Principals of the
an old boy*
in Education.

S. Jebanesan and Mr. W. T.
were appointed Co-Vice-
College  Mr. Kulatungam i
a science graduate with a Diploma
He had already bzen a member
of the staff for 26 years Dr. Jebanesan joined
the staff in 1969. He holds an Arts Degree

from the University of Ceylon with a Diploma

in Education. In addition he has the Bichelor
of Divinity Degree from the Universities of
Serampore and Master of Arts degrees from the
Universities of Peradeniya and Madurai and the
Ph. D. Degree of the University of Jaffna

[Dr. Jebanesan is our Editor of the College
miscellany. From the time He took over the
editorship he has given it a new life.

Evelyn Rutnam Institute for Inter cultural
studies established in memory of the late Evelyn
Rutnam by her husband and her children consists

oi a library uhich has a wonderful  collection
of bouks. papers and manuscripts relating  to
the history and politiecs in %ri Lanka. This

Institute was vested with Jaffna College by its
founders. This gift, the most generous ever
received from one single family was assessed at
over Rupees two million. The Universtty had
almost completed returning our books.

1987 saw Sri Lanka becoming the play
ground of International politics In May 87 the
Sti Lankan Army successfully invaded the Vada-
maradchy area, causing heavy loss of life and
property. People fled in panic Schools closed.
Normal 1'fc came to a stand still. Many students
sought admisslon at Jaffna College. There was
so much of fear and tension that even students
of Jaffna College left for Colombo and South
India. The hue and ery raised over these oper-
ations was so great that it beeame g matter
of International concern which culminated with;j
the direct Indian intervention. The Indo - Sr
Lanka aecord was signed on the 29th of July
1987. The Iadian Peace Keeping Force moved
in to occuption in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces of this country. The Indian forces
were hailed as the saviours of the Famil people,
Fhe honey moon lasted only a few months.
Suddenly war broke out between the I.P.K.F
and the L T. T, E and first shots were fired
on the 10th of October. The I P. K. F moved
into every village and town. The Indian Army
moved into Vaddukoddai and occupicd most of
the College premises, Bicknell pavillion and the
surroundmg buildings. Tn addition more than
2000 refugzes were accomadated at the College
premises and the hostels. As usual the College
in unison exibited great love and concern in
providing the basic necessities for the refugees
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A whole hearted, worthy and commendalde
achievement by the College. As a result College
had to close down its sessions for two months.

Jaffna College Institute of Technology
was showing tremendous progress that it was
upgraded and was now called Juaffna College
Institute of Technology and Agriculture. English
Medium classes were conducted under difficult
and trying circumstances. Daniel Poor Library
was growing from stature to stature and becoming
the hall mark of our Institution. The Univer-
sity of Jaffna after dilly dallying for some
years had returned most of our books. The mystery
of the rest is supposed to be unsolved. Some
of our books enriched the personal libraries
of the elite and the side walks of some second
hand book stores in Jaffna, Batticalo and
Colombe. *‘‘Morning Star’* the
publication in Sri Lanka had been the Voice
of our Church, College and Cemmunity from
1841. ‘*Morning Star’’ a tabloid published from
a remote village of a tiny Island, was recog-
nized and acclaimed as the greatest publishing
achievement not only in Asia but the world
over. ‘Uthaya Tharahai’® the Tamil edition of
the *‘Morning Star*’ too occupied a place in
publishing history that it caused awesome wond-
“erment among our neighbours in India.

The University Authorities were amazed
by the educational, historical and journalistic
"value of Our ‘*Morning Star’* that they removed
‘the entire collection from our archives studied
-analysed and copied them verbatim and returned
: them.

A

j To be the head of an Institution for

-over two decades is a highly noteworthy expe-
. rience and praiseworthy achievement. When Mr

S. V. Balasingham passed away suddenly the
responsibility of leadership fell upon the shoutders
of Mr. A. Kadirgamar, Some felt he was young
Some felt he was immature and weak. Some
even felt that he lacked the experience 1o
administer the affairs of the College. But the
Board knew that Mr. A, Kadirgamar was the
man to lead the College under the prevailing
conditions, and rightfully he was appointed
Principal of Jaffna College in 1968. He proved
them right by leading the College with majes-

second oldest .

o

tical grandeur. He exibited his total faith and
trust in the heritage, tradition, values and
christian spirit of Jaffna College by his effective
and inspiring words and through his efficient
and succesful accomplishments. He was polished,
charming and a punctillious observer of the
formalites of his duties and attentive to the
minutest details. During his period the functions
of the College particularly the Prize Givings
were splendiferous. outclassing even the stately
ceremonies of yester - year. Mr Kadirgamar
captivated the audience with his dazzling
eloguence of the Queens Language at these
functions He ficed many trials and tribulations
during his twenty years but conquered them all
with strength, steadfastness and faith in God.
He displayed these junique qualities to a very
great degree, during the College take - over by
the government, I. P. K F invasion and
specifically when the state of turbulence in our
society walked into our class rooms. After the
Uuiversity authorities emprtied our libray he
fought back to re-build Daniel Poor Library to
what it is today. Not only the College, the
Board, the Church loved and admired him,
Our trustees too respected him with admiration
for his committed contribution towards the
College, Chuich and Community. Mr. Kadirgamar
administered the College with methodical
perfection [ulfilling and achieving greater heights
very much more than wha: the College called
upon him to perform and hand:d over his
Alma - Mater on a even brighter and high.r
prosperous status in all aspests to his  worthy
sucessor Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan. Mr. Kadirgamar,
alter retirement continued to serve the church
as the Registrar of the Ceylon Theologica
Seminary at Maruthanamadam.

Rev. Dr. 8§ Jebanesan was install:d as the
Principal of Jaffna College on the 29th of
October 1988 by - our Bishop Rt. Rev. D. J.

Ambalavanar, Mr. W D. Kulatungam was
appointed the Vice - Principal.

Jaffna College i: Gods gift to mankind.
God being the founder, He knows and holds
it’s future. God knows the needs of the hour
of the time. Fyr 166 yaars God has raised

men of valour, wisdom and vision to preserve
and nurture this precious gift- Time and again
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College. He was Gods man of the hour. It is
a fact that when Dr. Jebanesin took over the
reigns of Jaffna College from Mr Kadirgmar,
the Institution

parable of the lost sheep fills our mind with
fegards to his spiritual contribution. You might
have one thousand students but do not let one

locked formidable. but an stulent go astray—Ilost. To attain this He built
unhealthy disastrous Socio - Political upheava. @ deeper, wider, stronger and protective wall
which would eventually, deeply and directly around, to sateguard and separate ths College

damage and destroy the layers, the origins, the
roots, the dicipline and the nucleus, of the
people huad stormed into the Jaffna society with
all it's mighty forces This pseudo imaginary
transformation of a kind had its paralysing
effects on the students too. Jaffna College was
no cxception - Students viewed and vaiued educ-
ation and their future with a different para-
meter. A detachment of minds from studies
and text, books, a hollowness in thoughts and
vision, a feeling of fear and uncertainity had
already become the domineering factors of the
student body. All in all the purging forces
and elements prevailing at that time had created
a state ot discontentmet, delusion, disarray,
was threatening the smooth functioning of our
Alma Mater. Further the Indian Peacs Keeping
Forces were still in our midst.

This was the indept structure of the state
of affairs of the college at the time Rev. Dr.

from the turbulent and violent world outside.—
A cauldron of social political ethnicity. Rev.
12, Jebunesan whose life was filled with the
Bibilical Beatitudes — Szek to Find: knock to
Open: Ask to Receive, during that passage of
time created an atmosphere of peace and harm-
ony pregnant with unity and oneness, clarity
and agility and with a strong will to live and
live better, As Henry Wardsworth Longiellow
said. * Ah! What would the world be to us if
the Children were no more...... e

Teaching of English as a foreign language
TOFEL— These classes began in March, 89.
An increase in admission created serious acco-
mmodation problems at the Primary School level.
Hence on the 27th of June 89 - the day the
College celebrated the 200th birth anniversary
of Daniel Poor, Mr. Edward Marks Charge De
Affairs of the American Embassy laid the
foundation stone for a three storeyed building

Jebanesan was called upon to guide and lead for the primary school Over the years our
through its future. Love, Compassion, human Church had been actively engaged in !spreading
intimacy were the essential factors that were the Gospel and the social and medical welfare

urgently needed at this hour. Our Principal
had them all in abundance. This was the
passage of time that needea unification of the
mind, fortification of the soul and beautification

to the people in the Paranthan, Killinotchi and
Mullaithiva areas. Tt was found that there was
no progress in the standard of education. So,
a highly noteworthy and commendable decision

of the spirit Dr. Jebanesan achieved these. was made by the College Board to start a branch
I prefer to call them Victories, not by rigid Institution of Jaffna College at Paranthan.
administration or intellectual and Scholastic Immediate steps were taken and construction

prowess or advanced thelological learnings but

work began forthwith.

through deep human love towards another
human b.ing. He who learnt through che Dr. W. L. Jeyasingham passed away on
principle - Wisdom is best learnt in solititude the 6th of December. 89. H> was a great

led the multitude with concern and compassion
embodied with words and deeds of encourage-
ment and solidarity towards the betterment of
each and every child of the School - more in
particular with the errant, depressed and the
defeated. His sole purpose was the well being,
growth and progress of every student at Jaffna

35

scholar and an able administrator, and as the
President of the Undergraduate Department for
08 years he had contributed much towards its
progress A man of vision Dr. Luther Jeyasing-
ham was mainly instrumental in the founding
of the Jaffna College Institute of Technology
and Agriculture.

: 1997 ¥ J. . C S. I Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1947 —~ 1997 M .
these men at the helm have led us admirably College. He might have even thought  of
In 1988 we were indeed fortunate to have Rev. presentinz another Mahathma, an Edison, a
Dr. S Jebanzsan as the Principal of Jaffna Tolstoy or even a Paul to this World. The
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On the 1st of December 89 Dr. Jebanesan
was ordained a Deacon of the Jaffua Diocese
of the Church of South India.

The TIndian Peace Keeping Force left Sri Lanka
on the 6th of February 1990. We had out
buildings back to ourselves.

A Seminar was conducted on the
of March 90. on the theme ‘*Education for
the 21st Century where all lzading  «ducation-
ists from the University of Jarfua participated
The Vice Chancellor, Prof. A. Thurairajah
presided. This platform while pointing out the
inadequacics of the educational svstem in op.r-
ation, jomntly called upon our Alma Muater to
establish an Academic Institution providing
facilities for higher education. Jaffna Colicge,
as always, had never b:en neguitive towards any
educational reforms Thanks be to the Board of
Directors and Trustees, the G. A. Q. classes
were inaugurated on the 3rd of May 90. There
was hope to continue the comuputer science
classes. More than 3,000 books were donated
to the Library, The budget for boarding scholar-
ships  was increased. Many stud:nts wrre exzm-
pted from facilit'es and stationzry fees. At the
Jaftna College Institute of Technology the
number on roll had reached 30). A hostel fo
students and quarters for the s' f wers built.
Professional Enzincerlng courses rec:ived recogn-
ition from Colombo and overssas, Advanced
courses in Computer Scienc: were preparing
students for the London and Australian Comp-
uter Society examinations. A pro:duction s:ction

24th

was launched to serve the community  The
Institute of Agriculture too was progressing

well. Christian Institute for the study of Reli-
gion & Society under the able guidance of the
Acting Director Mr. A Kadirgaiar reieased the
publication of Bishop Kulandrins writings. The
year 1990 recorded seveni.en visitors from
overseas,

Suddenly in June 1990 war broke out and
shattered the short period of peacefulness.
Our village was bombed many times: faced
shellings and helicopter shooting Some of our
present and past students were seriously injured.
Eleven lives were lost. More than fifty buildings
were partially or completely destroyed. All our

building programmes came to a standstill. Some
of our students lefe for Colombo and Indir.
We withstood them all with Gods Grace and
strength. Gods Children do survive.

1991 marks the 175th anniversary of the
arrival of the American Cevlon Mission in Juffna
The G A.Q Classes started last year przpa-
ring students for the Frradeniya University,
examinations. was a timezly and worthwhile
veature  This yur classes were started to prepire
students for the examinatioas of the Uaivarsiy

of Jalfna. A ldtional English classes for the
G C. E O«d Lavel and Adv, level Students
wers conductzd after school hours.

The year 1992 began on a grievous noie
We had to part with a 20th  century
Saint. = Ths Moses of our time. Rt. Rev.

S Kulandraa our retired Bishop left us to be
with his creator on the I4th of February 92,
Before he parted with his earthly residence his
words were, ‘‘Long past the Bibilical age’’
Our Heavenly Father blessed him with lengsvity
with a suprem: purpose. In the eyes of God, His
humble servan:'s talents — scholastic knowledge
and exposit'ons, bibilical wisdom and teachings
spiritual stability and str:ngth, faits and coav-
iction of his bzliefs, prophetic foresight and
leadsership and many more—were siiil n:edad by
the Church, Collsge and community. His talent
were nationally known, se:n and admired
globilly heard, read and respected Bishop never
hid his talents; He used them to the fullest
to serve mankind with devout love, compassion
and understanding. His life was filled with his
love for Christ and Christ alone was his Saviour
and Master. The Word of God was the only
Gospel that was worth preaching for the
sulv tion of man.-The Cathedral was his CALVARY
The College was hisJERUSALEMand Vaddukoddai
was his Universe, He began his spiritual journey,
by becoming His servant in 1928 The servant
was called to be a shepherd in 1947, when he

was consecrated ths first Bishop of the newly
formed Jaffna Diocese, If you look back at
that period of the Church — the years of

transition—the embryonic days—Bishop Kulandran
steadtastly, faithiully and courageously with
Divine guidance led his flock true to his calling.
He was a member of the Board of Directors
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for 49 years. and twice it*s Chairman. His love

and loyalty towards the College could never be
matched. During times of major decisions and
periods of crisis, Bishop Kulandran’s able
leadership, embodied with the spirit of knowl-
edge and wisdom, faith and fervour, cndurance
and zeal, was the salient factor that enabled
us to continue our independent existence. His
writings presented great thinking, clarity of
mind and a deep and mature understanding of
events around him. Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Kulandran’s
carthly treasures were empty; His Heaventy
treasures overflowing. This simple and  lovable
souls absence would always be felt with sadness
and remembered with gratitude.

In May 92, Mr. W. D. Kulathungam our
Vice-Principal had to retirz due to visa cons-
traints. He served Jaffna College for 32 yearS
and 04 years as Vice-Principal. As a teacher of
Botany, he was the head of the Dept of
Biological Science. He Served the College well
in many capacities—as a warden, a Presid-
ent and secretary.  We all remember his
father Mr. Lyman Kulathungam with respect and
reverence Mr. Dharman Kulathungam was a caring,
sympathetic person loved by all

Mr G Raianayagam, a true son of his
alma mater, a iubilariar this year, was appoin
ted the Vice-Principal on the 12th of August 92
Rev A A Paul was appointed Chaplin of the
College

War continued and many. areas had been
vacated. Villages around us came under army
occupation. The Jaffna man was faced with
battles of all types at all fronts. Many of our

students had lost their homes and had moved into

tenporary lodgings elsewhere. The College, of
course carried on with its normal activities,
The dogs bark but the caravan moves on.

Rt Rev D J Ambalavanar, the Bishop
of the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South
India retired on the 28th of February 93. He
served for 22 years with remarkable distinction.
After Bishop Kulandrans era many expected and
feared a weakness and a big void in the Church
leadership. It was not to be so. Not only did
Bishop D, J. Ambalavanar completely fill the
void admirably, but he gave the Church a new

lift with a stable, vibrant, visionary leadership.
A calm and quiet dispnsition, diciplined life,
broad analytical mind, scholastical brilliance,
thelogical excellonce, eloquent presentation of the.
Queens Language, stately personality are Bishop
Ambalavanars hall marks in . life. These gifts,
these assets—with years of miturc understandin
of the human soul and mind—he utilized them
to the utmost to unite and lead his flock as a
Bishop and to administer the aftairs of the
College as a Board member and Chairman.
During the take over crisis in particular, he
moved heaven and earth, reaching the highest
echelon of the state-the P, Ms office-to regain
the losi Empir:. He very well knew the differ-
ence between Bosse of Switzerland and Sangara-
thai of Vaddukoddai. His efficient representation
on major issues to the members of the Board
of Trustees on their visits' to Jaffna and to the
Board in America had always been well accepted
and respected. The Serampore University hono-
ured Bishop D, J. Ambalavanar with a Hone-
urary Doctrate in rtecognition of his great serv-
ice among the displaced and distressed refugees
and towards their rehablitation. With Gods grace
and blessings he is activehy with us to-day, as
a member of the Board.

In May 1993 our Heavenly Father bestowed
Rt. Rev. Dr. S, Jebanesan with a rich biessing,
a Divine promotion. God moved the head of
an academic Institution within a perimeter, to
a spiritual kingdom without boundaries. Does
it imply that the Lord was training his servant
for a bigger ministry In a larger mission field?
Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan was consecrated, the
Bishop of the Church of South India, at St.
Georges Cathedral Madras on the 30th of May
1993 and installed the 3rd Bishop of the Jaffna
Diocese on the 12th of June 93.

The short span of time of Rt.
Rev. Dr. Jebanesan’s leadership from 88 to
93 was a period of many faces. A period of

tranquility, anxiely, complexity and uncertainity.
Every day, the Tamil society watched in perpl-
exity the human platform enacting multiple
dramas of life. The helpless young had lost

their direction and purpose, so naturally their
future. looked misty. This was the atmosphere
that prevailed on the day Rt. Rev. Dr. S.
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Jebanesan walked into the Principal’s Office in
1988 to take over the mantleship of Jaffna
College. He posssssed sincere ideas and goals,
to achieve to make progress a reality Hez mainly
emphasized on educational refoms, student dici-
pline, staff leadership and cordial community
relationship. As a highly eminent scholar, his
refreshing fresh approach and foremost prioity
to restore and elevate the educational standard
of Jaffna College was not surpising. His literary
goals were not limited by geographical bounda-
ries. His ardent passion to spread the light
beyond the walls of his Alma Mater purely
showed his opsn mindedness, whole heartedness,
selflessness and foresightedness. A spirit of giving
and sharing. This humble self made man who
had received most of his learnings at the feet
of Rev. Daniel Poor knew that education.
knowledge in general, liberates and delivers
mankind from the shackles that bind him. In
the academic parlance. the student. He was
moulding and motivating the College towards
the 2lIst century. This was the time that finan-
cial assistance to deserving students and to the
needy joining from the other parts of this
country reached a nmew height. The most bene-

volent thought was displayed when the College

presented monetary gilts to students of merit
and distinction at the G. C. E. A/L and O/L
examinations. These were hard times. Yet to
implement: such. a magnanimously generoys act of
loving kindness recognising and encouraging
student excellence speaks volumes of our
College’s greatness and of the nobleness of the
prime architect of this project. Remembering
our founding Fathers in gratitude, let us glorify
God for blessing us with the provisions year
after year,

Jaffna College had always been identified
as an Institution that was built on the norms,
traditions and dicipline of the English educati-
onal equivalent, abundantly providing the
language an important place she richly deserves.
Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan continued to do so.
Introduction of TOFEL, teaching of English
from the primary level and the continuation of
the London Exams are just a few examples.
Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan has a deep love and
respect for his mother tongue, exibiting his
delight and pride of being a Tamil. He gave a

breath of new life to the College Tamil Mantram.
He was s=arching for a stage and the search
ended at Ottley Hall. He gave an inspirational
awakcning to the Tamil World that was in deep
slumber. With exuberant joy he revived Tamilian
thoughts, writings and literature and brought
back to life the great Tamil, scholars, poets,
writers, philosophers of yester year—Thirvalluvar,

Illongoe, Bharathiar, Kamban, Bharathithasin
by remembering their birthdays ceremonially
each year. By Dr Jebanesan’s efforts leading

educationists ass>mbled on th:se diys to give
value and strenght to these celebrations. These
were days of learning and growing. At last
witheut any doubt. the Tamils have found the
most fervent and articulate saviour of Tamil
literary gre:ats and greatnzss in Rt. Rev. Dr. S.
Jebanesan. His clear directiou, inspiring influeuce,
fatherly guidance paved the way for our stud-

ents to excel in all fields. He opened many
closed doors for the students. Admission to
Univerties achieved greater heights, students

were walking away from a state of deprivation,
His doctoral thszis on ¢‘Batticotta Seminary’’
was a piece of mastery writing of an intellec-
tual and historical mind It gave every person
of the soil under the Cleaveland trees a sense
of belonging and pride ot our heritage H=
skilfully filled the listener's heart with a feeling

of awareness and warmth and the mind with
knowlege and motivation. It couid be said
without any doubt, Rt. Rev. Dr. § Jebanesan

wlked out ot the Principal's Office & contented
man. On a lighter vein it is said that Dr.
Jebanesan forgets quickly, so it does ncan
that our Bishop forgives quickly.

God gave Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesun @
task to perform. He performed it truthfully and
faithfully. God found it satisfactory Now God
has called him for a greater task. Tu bring ia
spiritual enlightment to his atflicted people at
the most critical hour. God could not hav: chosen
a better Shephard than the Rt Rev, Dr. S.
Jebanesan. His valuable contributions to
Alma - Mater still continues,

s

Meanwhile Jafina College moved its Under
graduate Dcpartment to its own complex in
the heart of Jaffna, opposite the Jaftna

- Hospital. This was a highly appreciated and
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worthwhile  move of  Principal Jebanesan academic snd Pro ‘ssional qualific tions. He
which would beneficially serve the entire Jaffna has a B Sc (Hous) M Phil B D (India)
community In addition to the G A Q Classes, Dip. in Ed € Chem and 1s a member of the
G. S. Q  (Peradeniya) classes too were started M. I. Chem (Ceylon).
in 1993. Our branch School in Paranthan was
;c::nt:lilsc;tsmg classes up to Year 5 in our own In the political arena seventeen years of

! United National Party’s Goverament ended in

Mr. G. Rajanayagam, the Vice- Principal August 199'4‘ Mrs, C]:lﬂndrika Kumaratunga’s
of Jaffna College was installed the Principl on Peoples Alliance a7 Subseque-
the 9th of October 1993. He had his entire 0ty at the Presidental clections she was
education at Jaffna College. Mr, Rajanayagam elected. Fhe President  of S_r] Lanka. _Peacc
holds a B. A (London) degree and a Diploma talks muated.by her moved into effef:{lvneafs
in Education from the University of Colombo. for ~around six months On the 19th of April
In addition he has a M. A. in Religious 1995, war br ke out be.l.ween the L T TE
Education fron Princeton Theological Seminary and. Goverament off 4 malsive seals.
U. S A. A man of few words, a keen observer,
Wwith a deep and broad out look of spiritual On the 9th of July 1995 operation *‘Leap
matters, has undoubtedly contributed totally and forward * brought the Sri Lankan Army to our
loyally towards the forward march of his Alma door step. Vaddukoddai and all the neighbouring
Mater in his own non-assuming way. A keen sports Vvillages and towns were surrounded by the
man, he believes that Education is a whole.- Miltary. Many fled to Jaffna. The Army occupied
son¢ process. He has held very important our College for 10 days. After occupying the’
positions in most of the College body’s, commi- ar:as for a few days the military withdrew and
ttees and Boards. J D C S I has immensely our School reponed on 24 -07-95, but the
benefited from his spiritual knowledge, educa- war continued on the other parts of the penis-
tion and experience. H: has served as Secretary ula Panic striken people started looking for
and delegate of the Cathedral Church for a safer places. A large number started moving
long period and also as a member of tha towards Colombo. Jaffna College wag functioning
Executive Committee. M.. Rajanayagam too has somoothly and held all its functions On the
his plans for development and progress for 27th of Junme 1995, Dr. Daniel Poor’s birthday
Jalfna College. You cuannot refuse to see the wus celebrated, as the Founder's Day, This
volume of progress already, actively and produ- would be an annual event. Scholarships for
ctively in motion. On the 15th of March 1994, four stud:nts from four different streams were
Miss. 8. P. Gulasingham and Rev. A. A, Payl awarded, in the form of Rs. 500/- per month
were appointed as Vice-Principals of the College. till ”_W}’ completed their G. C. E. (A/L)
Miss. Gulasingham would function as the Senjor €ducation.
Viee - Principal Miss. S. P. G ilasingham popu-
larly known as D. D. teacher. is a Science In October 1995, this 15 pears of ethnic war,
graduate fron the University of Ceylon and suddenly took an adverse course for the Tamils,
carries a Dipoma in the teachinz of Science bringing them to the lowest ebb of their lives
from the University of London. She is an alumni The Sri Lankan Army began a very aggressive
and her tutorial attachment to the College is op:ration and were advancing to-wards Jaffna
over 31 years. Her love and devotion to-wards Which they ultimately captured by the third
Jatfna College is something to be respectfully week of November. The horror of facing the
admired and followed, Military staring at their face and totally engy-

Ifed in fear, the people of Jaffna had to desert

Rev. A. A. Paul, our College Chaplain their ancestoral homes and flee on a cold rainy
too is an alumni, joined the College in 1985. night on the 31st of Gcetober. 1995, This
He had earlier served the Mineral Sands Corpo- exodus of almost 750,000 people walked by day
ratton for many years. He holds excellent walked by night towards Them Marachchi and
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Vada Marachchi. This journey lasted 15 days much has te be accomplished. As Christans it
The life that these people lived, lead, the was at CALVARY that we first saw the light-
following months, is amother episode. leading to fulfil our spiritual life- It is at

Jaffna College that we first saw the scholastic
At Vaddukoddai, the people felt secure light leading to fulfil our earthly life. To-day
enough to stay back, Yet many families left on this birthday of our Alma Mater.and our Church
their villages. Some of the members of the as we look back to the days of Rev. S. D. Bunker
staff too left. School closed on th. 30th of in the 40 to this day of Mr. G. Rajanayagam
October. It was a difficult existence. But it it is the Lords Amaizing Grnce that has carried
was nice to be alive. us through these past fifty years. Toe blood
of christ has given us Salvatian. The blood of
In April 1996 the Sri Lankan Army entered the Missionaries has given us Jaffna College
Then marachchi. From the 19th onwards after and education. We have bezen all alone yet we
six months in exile the people of Jaifna stea- have won our buttles.
dily came back home. They saw a devastated
Jaffna particularly in the advance routes, of the .In solitude we have cried in despair and
Army, made others join us in laughter.

. We in our little hermit were safe. The ‘Let us on this day be faithful and grate-
College reopened on the 6th of May 96. One ful wherever we may be for all what our dear
third of the students were present. The rest College has granted us all these years. It is
having found new homes were contemptating 1ndeed a great achievement to have reached this
of their next move. Jaffna College under the Prestigious status today. We have valued and
able guidance of our Principal began rebuilding maintatned our traditions and haritage to our
itself. It took some months to reestablish But best.
it was really worth the effort. Jaffna College
achieved highly excellent results at the (wo Ali these gveatness would not have been
G. C. E. O/L Examinations and the Advanced achieved it not tor our Church. from that day
Level Examinations. These results achieved after 1IN 1947 to this day — 50 years of independent
faciug severe hardships and trauma and still ex_is_lcncc-—-.lDCSl‘has always been the'nmvmg‘
living uncer desperately desolate conditions, BRI, .the BavE of strength the prov;dcr 0k
was a tribute paid by the students to their messianic wlsdqm not only to Jaffna College
Alma - Mater. In 1996 and 1997 (Sept) all but to the entire populace. She has been our
activities of the College were held in a stupe- e _O‘urlplace e TR ey
ndous fashion. The Undergraduate Dszpartment lrands i Juoiliaiion: et o r_emambcr “_f”h
and the Technical Institute continue to function reverential l:lumblenss, the liberation and delive-
ae % inedium  scalds. The ohildeen we not ToHoe our Church has bestowed upon us.
deprived of anything. All their requisites are ) :
met. Students continue to receive sc(l:holarships. Fici ASmNeRENIG Eogether Ui by e e
grants, financial assistance, monetary gifts and folsl iflavo 9f our “Founders - let w a5k Rill
REed howtel  adbdimgidaiion. To - day Jeffna Lord‘to kindly and gently graciously and
College is sufficiently enriched to fielp towatdy bountifully’ lead us through the next Century.
the cemplete growth of every child. At
pr_escnt the student roll stands at 830,

The life of an Institution never concludes;
It continues and keeps on continuing. Jaffna
College a bastion of Education has to continue
and |move . towar ds progress and goals,
fulfilling . all the visions of our. Founding
Fathers because so much is expected and so
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THE GOLDEN JUBILEE OF THE JAFFNA DIOCESE OF THE
CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA

REFLECTIONS AND REMINISCENCES

Deeply eatrenched in the heritage of ' the
American Ceylon Mission from its inception
and with a varied denominational Church lite
in Jaffna, Colombo, India and Malaya, 1 was
well prepared for a full and meaningful partici-
Jpation in the. lifée of the Church of South
India in general which came into existence on
the 27th of September, 1947 and with the
Jaffna Diocese in particular which . came intp
cxistence on the [0th of October the same year.
When the American Ceylon Mission went out
of Jaffna to form . the American Madura
Mission there were five missionaries and three
Jaffna men present at the first communion
service celebrated in Pasumalai, near Madurs, on
the 12th of August, 1834. Two of the Jaffna
men.  Francis Asbury and Nathan . Strong
(Ambalavanar Chittambalam), were my paternal
preat-great-grand - iathers. Francis Asbury’s son

ind Nuthan Slmng s son-in-law Robert Asbury

:"was one of the two first nationals to be
appointed to teach at Jaffna College in 1872
und h: was alse the founder of the Jaffna

College Alumni Association in [879. The Strong
nd Asbury families owned the A CM presses
«nd managed the Morning Star in the late 19th
century when the Mission had temporary
financial problams to continue it,

1 was born in the Mission House, Chav-
nkachcheri, when my maternal grand-father the
Rev. S R Hitchcock was the pastor of the
Church and was baptised by my grand - uncie
the Rev. V. M. John. A few years later my
parish minister was the Rev. S. Kulandran and
and  Mrs. Mathuram Kulandran my choir
inistress ‘and Sunday School teacher. The most
frequent -visitor to our home at this time was
no other than the great Christian layman of
tie ACM Mr. J. C, §Amarasingham, who was
then the Principal of the Tamil Teachers’
Training School at Chavakachcheri. During this
period T also had a few years out in Colombo,

‘Mount Lavinia.

By Rajan Kadirgamur

first in the Kindergarten of St. Mary’'s Convent
(Roman Catholic), Bambalapitiva, and later in
the first grads at St Thomas’ College (Anglican),
I also " had at this time in
Colombo sufficient exposure to the life and
activitics of the Fort Y M C A aud the evang-
elical excerciszs of the Salvation Army and its
ingpiring opzn air bands.

In my tenth year, in 1938, we as a
family settled down in a beautiful parish of
the Methodist Episcopal Church in - Seremban,
Malaysia. I was invited along with my mother
to kneel beside my father as he was ordained

a minister- of the Methodist Church in the
Mbunt Sophia Methodist Church in  Singapore
by that saintly Bishop Edwin F. Lee, the

‘Amezrican. officiating bishop. It was a moment

that remuins indelible in my memory, blessing
and guiding me through tife. I was confirmed
along with my brother Alagan in the Seremban
Church by Bishop .Lee. We got so intimately
involved in a Christian community composed of
Eagiish, mostly Jaffna Tamils. Some of these
frienis .are here in Canada and the U S A. With
the breaking out of World War Two and the

Japanese occupation of Malaya we had  in our
company also Japanese Christians from the
forces. It was a time of deep spiritual growth
and a total dependence on God for his
protection and daily guidance. With the surr-
ender ol Japan in August, 1945, we struggled
back to life in the Church and School and

decided to return to Jaffna with the encourag-
ement of the chairman of the Jaffna College
Board of Directors, Mr. J. C. Amarasingham,
that we could gain admission to Jaffna College.
We embairked on the first expatriate steamship
ihe “*“HM S Arundel Castle’’ and found oul
way to Jaffna Collegz, the Vaddukoddai and
Chavakachcheri Churches 1t was in many ways.
a thrilling and emotionally gratifying experienee;
to bz back home, to one’s extended family,
Church, community and schools, We were
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already aware of the leadership in the Jaf‘na of the choral liturgy were all very strange to us
Church—S. Kulandran, D. T. Niles and S. who were nurtured in the simple, straight-

e

-tmg of thc crecds

Selvaratnam of the Ashram. Echoes of the world

Missionary Conference of Tambaram 1938 and
the purposeful preparations for the formation
of the Church of South India in 1947 and
the world Councit of Churches in 1948 wers

filling the air. There was much hope and exp-
ectation. Remarkabie things were beginning to
happen. The local, national and world church
were full of life.

The full impact of what was in store
for us was introduced to us one duay in our
chemistry  class® when our teacher Mr. L. S.
Williams announced that he would b: away for
a few days in India to witness one of the
greatest events in church history, —=the coming
together of episcopal and non - episcopal churches
since the reformation at the St. G:orge’s Cath-
edral in Madras, where Rev. S. Kulandran, our
cengregational minister, would be consecrared as a
bishop of the Church of Sourh India. Mr
Williams, a great churchman, was deeply moved
as he made this announcement. QOur new bishop
and wife returned by train from Madras and
were garlanded at every railway station possible,
from Talai Mannar to Jaffna. The installation
©of the new bishop, the dedication of the
‘Vaddukoddai Church as - the Cathedral Church’
and the establishment of the smallest diocese
of the €SI took place on the 10th of October,
1947. My uncle Mr. Sam J. C. Kadirgamar
présented the bishop's chair at the inaugural
meeting. The chair was made of palmyrah wood,
a8 work of art by the well known Culombo
furniture firm Don Carolis. The knesler Wwas
adorned by the gold—threaded, bridal apparel of
my aunty Parimalam Kadirgamar nee Mather
who died a few years prior to this event. She
was the sister of the then secretary ot the new
diocese, the Rev. B. C. D. Mather. What
impressed us most about the new diocese was
its processionals at important services. Rev.
Mather led -the processions with the cross held
bigh  with great ‘pomp and splendour, which
displayed his loyalty to the bishop and honbur and

- affection for the new diocese of which he was
- a proud founder member. The processionals, the

bishopric, the attire of the pastors, the repza-

the singing ‘and chanting

forward eongregationalist tradition. The pulpit
that had a central place in the fore now took
a secondary place and the altar table with a
cross and oil lamps took its place in a sanctuary
with also an episcopal chair. Bishop Kulandran
and Rev. Mather were gradually training us to
be members of this new church.

It was with this background that. I énte-
red Madras Christian College in South India
for a two—year period of study Living in the
Madras - Vellore Diocese at this time was most
helpful in und:rstanding this new Church. We had
as a professor and pastor at Madras Christian
College the Rev. J. R Macphail, one of the
architects of the Itturgy of the CSI. We were
in the company of some of the best mén,
theologians, clergymen and lay people to intro-
duce us to ths united CSI bringing into its
experience the faith and order of the Anglican,

Methodisst, Presbyterian and Congregationalist
traditions. It was an experience that those in
Jaffna were deprived of, as only the congrega-
tional church of the ACM wuas involved in
this transition Tnerefcre the J D C S I was
viewed by its counterparts in Sri Lanka as
just another denomination ana the full impact
of the * unity in that rich diversity’’ was lost
1o us. My bezing the general sscretary of the

SCM of Madras Christian Col'ege brought me
in contact with many leaders in the new church.
I returned to Jafina College and the JDCS1I
with a better understanding of the CS 1, Bzing
selected -as an Ecumenical Feilow 1 Union
Theolozical Seminary, New York, reinforced my
understanding of the Ecumenical Movement and
therefore returning to Jaffna and the J DCS1
enabled me to participate most actively in the
Diocese. Bishop Kulandran nominated me to
the Council in 1964 and 1 was eiected into the
executive committee that very year and became
part and parcel of the JD CSTI with bish ops
Kulandran, Ambalavanar and Jebanesan 1il|
I'had to. take residence outside Sri Lanka most
reluctantly in August, 1995

I gradually bcgan to grow in :I. ature m
the shadow of a rugged, but devout and
scholarly Blshop Kulandran. whe knew “exactly.
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where he stood. There was a neo-reformation-
Martin Luther stance about him. ‘‘A mighty
fortress is our God'® was written on his fore-
head and he trod the surface of the earth
with uprightness with his God ever before him.
He was the defender of our faith and his
theological acumen was profound and decisive.
He hardly left his diocese except for official
meetings in India, one trip to Malaya and one
major consul*ation in his field of theological
study and concern in Moxico.

Bishop Kulandran devoted his entire 23
years in undiluted service to his diocese, It
grew in stature along with him. He carefully
selected well educated ministers who stood by
him always. He had a formidable executive
committee. All of them were individwals in their
own right and gave vent to their opinions
without fear or favour. Exccutive committee
meetings were held regularly and the democratic
process was respected to thc fullest. As an
angry young man I had my own differences of
opinion, but was never reprimanded for it !
He probably appreciated me all the more and
gave me more and more responsibilities and
lzadership roles. He was quick and prompt in
commending my sermons, speeches and articles
and even once arote me a note of thanks for
a reference I had made of him in one of my
prize - giving reports and 1 spied him taking a
cutting of that passage to send to his son in
the Maldives / [ began to understand his utter
humanity too.

The central treasury, the clergy pension
fund, religious education, music, foreign exper-
ience to pastoral couples and families, scholar-
ships to clergymen and laity, pastoral care,
forthright church administration, the protection
of his schools, safe - guarding church and school
property and keeping the ¢‘Sabbath'’ holy when
tampered with by the government were all
elements well within his warchful
lived his life full of accomplishments in scho-
larly writing and devout living bordering on
saint - hood. I was certainly privileged to pay
my humble tribute to him at his memorial
service and was present to see him pass into
the eternal at  the Green Memorial Hospital,
Manipay. Lot :

grasp. He-

The election of David Jeyarutnam Ambala-
vanar as the next bishop of the diocese was a
unique experience in itself, The whole procedure
of the elections {or the first time in the
diocese, the consecration in the Vaddukoddai
Cathedral Church in 1971 with the exciting drama
of trying to bring three bishops together in time
for the service of consecration under emergency
fule is a story by itself again. Tt is recorded
in the Morning Star by S Jebangsan, then a
teacher at Jaffuna College. :

Bishop Ambalavanar’s stewardship lasted
about the sume duration as that of bishep
Kulandran. 1t was a period of rapid expamsion
in every field: of evangelistic fervour  and of
social upliftment to the down trodden; of new
Churches all over the country — North, South,
Eust and West with a truly Tamil chureh
Tooting itself deeply into the soil of Sri Lanka.
It was also a very traumatic period for the Church
and country. There was something prophetic
about the progress of the dincese during this
period. We were being prepared for what D.
T Niles once fore<saw as the future of  the
Christian Church which he said “*was fed on
cake but soon would be kicked about!*’ Bombed
and shelled, mutilated and dispersed, but not

destroyed bishop Ambalavanar and his doctor
wife saw some of their best handiwork and
labours crumble before their eyes. But they

Stood their ground even when their stewardship
was over to help bishop Jebanesan carry on
undaunted. The tarewells to  bishop and Mrs.
Ambalavanar were colourful spectacles to reme-
mber for generations to come by a grateful
Cliristian and non - Christian community in
Jafina and other parts of Sri Lanka.

The mantle of conducting the bishop's
elzction as chairman of a sub - committee of
five lay people, authorised by the moderator of
the CST fell on me. In the context of the

- very unfortunate bishops’ elections in the pre-

sept CS 1 which has blemished the “‘historic
episcopate’’ which we deliberately accepted as
part of the heritage of the united church, the
Jaffna diocese rose 10 the occasion as one man
and I was singularly fortunate in not having
one unnpleasant remark or a petition about the
conducting of the election which resulted in

;[p. GG @Qumswedpmr wert
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the consecration of JRev. Dr. Subramaniam
Jebanesan as our new bishop in the historic
St. George’s Cathedral in Madras. It was my
privilege again to have as my bishop a fzllow
countrymaan from Chavakachcheri, a former
student of Jaffna College and a teacher and
Principal there who succeeded me and in whon
much was invested in leadership and scholarship
in preparation for this future task that was
.awaiting him- to leac} the dloceqe 1ntn the - 213t
century. ; :

Bishop Jebanésan’s task is not an .ea-éi;
one. There has been a major diaspora of the
Tamil Christion community. He has to give

much leadership to a:community decplv woun=

ded:and trying hard under very difficult circu-
mstances and misunderstandings to: rebuild with
“‘worn out tools!”* Our frayers: are with him.,
We in Canada and in many parts of the world
are trying our best to keep alive the . spirit of
the, Church of ‘South India where ever we
may be and to give all the moral and matsrial
support necessary  to our ‘mothers church..

There is a desire to establish C ST communities
fully

in various parts of the world. We are

ship in

~the CSI
~ Michael

- ovyercome

aware that the C S 1 is not a denomination
and that we are in full communion with the
Anglican and Methodist world communities. We
are trying our best to maintain that relation-
the ‘bast  traditions of the CS I. The
presiding bishop of the Anglican church in
Toronto bishop Finley has given his support
and blessings to ‘'our Golden Jubiles celzbrations
here at the St. John’s Church on the 20th of
September, 1997 ° We have a former bishop of
from  the Kerala diocese, Bishop
Johns who will preach the sermon
on that day
Inspite of all thé ills that have bsfa-
llen us in the day to-day life of the entire
CS1, ~wz continue in hope and faith that
the Church with its spiritual heritage will
these pitfalls. The Golden Jubilee
celebrations we hope will be a time of repen-

tance and rencwal to carry on the mission
of God - the missio dei- in a world which
needs the gift of his son, our Lord and

Saviour Jesus Christ: Let us® follow our Lord’s
command “to Peter -** IF YOU LOVE ME,
FEED MY SHEEP!!"’

‘e 1967 —
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DAY CARE CENTRES
CHILDREN'S FIOMES AND
V., T. C.°S

P_ . . The Children’s homes are:
1oneer missionaries who felt the need

for education in Jaffna, established many I Arulmanai B.H, - Manipay
schools in Jaffna in ‘the 19th and early 20th

centuries. All schools established by the American Ao Spaulibhie. B/ 5 Vaddukadddl

Cevlon Mission except Jaffna College and % Thicwmars: Fliam B, M.ooe Jaffas
Uduvil Girls® College were tuken over by the : ;
Goverment in 1960. 4 Shalomnagar B. 1

Although the burden of maintaining 5 Cheddikulam B.Hj

schools was taken off the hands of the ‘church’,
one nagging question started to emerge in the
minds of church' leaders. The need for pre -
school education was increasingly felt by many

educat_ionists. Though many pre - schools were
established, it had not become part of nation’s

educational policy. Therefore, the Church felt

that it should establish pre - schools to provide 10 Harriet Winslow G.H. - Palidallh_girﬁppu
proper pre — school education. ' st

St. John’s B.H. - Batticaloa™

~3 (=]

Chinannan B.H. - Kiran oy ,
Mankulam B.H. 2 2§ 0

o

9 Eliathamby G.H.- Uduyil =~

11 Vavuniya G.H.

The Church in estabishing pre - school
educational institutions had also realized that '
it should cater to the poor and the needy - 13 St. John’s G.H. -Batticalea
who cannot afford to pay high fees the private - o
institutions demand. Therefore many day care = 41 Chavakacheri G.H.
centres were established to provide goed pre -
school education and atleast one square meal a day
The first day care centre to be establised was in s oy gl Seeiaes  dl oY o
the [Isiand of Delft. At present there are QYEL lhc.past one‘and 8 hall decads
72 day care Centres altogether. many lost their bread winners and the young
women were faced with the problem of supprt-
ing their fammlies. These women, however could
not find employment because of lack of educa-
tion and skills. The Church, therefore. establi-
shed many vocational training centres through
which young womean are trained in handicrafts, .
sewing and stenography. ‘There are altogether
eleven such VTCs, Of thess eleven the one at
Mankulam trains young mea in skilled drafts
like Carpentry.

12 Murukandy G.H.

15 House  of Hopc Inuvil .

The @hurch which once was “<for the
poor’’ has now become ¢,The Church of the
paor’’ The Church is burdened with educating
and providing shelter to many poor children
of the Church. Many children do net havea
home to zu to. In order to ecucate and pro-
vide shelter, the Church established many chil-.
dren’s homes. The first to be established was
Arulmanai Boys® Home in Manipay. At present
there are eight boys® homes six girls’ homes -
and one home for the physically handicapped. Rev. Anthony paul

45~
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The Mission Hospital
1947 = 1997

Dr. Chandra Ambalavanar, FRCOG (Gt. Brit.)
; . ; o Increasingly Government Hospitals, Dispensaries
Thls Bitet i Df. Ehe Medical” i n and Pt;lblgiit:},r Health Centres came to be establi-
work (_)t‘ the Diocese during the past tifty years shed and by 1947 there was a fairly satisfactory
underlines one aspect r:af the mission of 1h'e net work of Government Hospitals and Dispen-

church. a precious heritage handed down to it iaries: m the Peninsila.

by the pioneer American Missionaries.
CHANGING TIMES
Dr. John Scudder who is ~recognised as
the first _Wes'tern Medllcal Missionary to Asia The work of the Mission Hospitals had
set up his dispensary in Pandateruppu in 1820, therefore to be reappraised. They had to conce-
g :Samucl Fiske Circon who. followed_ latt_:r ntrate on improved quality of medical service
;itat{mhed, thIeS SGreen Memorial Hospital in , 4 nursing care. The Hospitals readjusted to
Scotland was the pioncer woman Medical Mion, {1 OV Sitation in a_remarkable way from
5 the fifties to the seventies, providing a signifi-
lonary who started her wor?c at the Mrf' Lectd cant service to the community, Specialists were
g(;!;pllal for women and children at Inuvil in appointed to the staff and later visiting specia-
; lists were also welcomed to offer their servives
at our Hospitals. The situation however, changed
Thus when the Jaffna Diocese came into for the worse from the early eighties with the
being in 1947 as a result of the historic Union mounting ethnic conflict. The Green Memorial
of the Anglican, Methodist, Congregational and Hospital, Manipay, and the Me Leod Hospital,
Presbyterian Churches in South India to form Inuvil, siffered severe damages due to Mortar
the Church of S. India, it was taking on its Shell attacks and aerial bombardments both by
shoulders the medical mission work that had the Sri Lankan armed forces and the TIndian
gone on in Jaffna for the previous 127 years. Peace Keeping Force. For certain extended periods
the Hospitals had to be closed due to population
. The context in which medical mission displacements or due to the Hospitals coming
- was carried out during the 19th century and within the danger zones of the fighting. The
the earlier decades of this century wasin many work of the Hospitals also suffered due to
ways very different from the situation during some of the other consequences of the ethnic
the last fifty years. In the earlier era the conflict. Tt became increasingly difficult to recruit
pioneers began their work when there was qualified staff There was the frequent scarcity
hardly any organised medical services and no of drugs and medical equipment. For many
Doctors at all trained in Western medicine in years the Hospitals were deprived of Electricity.
the country. The Mission carried out its medical Despite all this there were the few loyal and
services to the best of its ability and to the devoted staff who held on and continued to
best of its resources. Apart from this an serve under extremely difficult circumstances and
important contribution it made by its very work at considerable risk and danger. They did so
was to challenge the Government to address in the confident hope that new opportunities
itself to the health needs of the community. will open up to continue this great, werk in
46 .
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ways appropriate to the new times and to the
new needs.

It should also be mentioned that throug-
hout this period the Hospitals continued the
policy of providing free treatment and concession
treatment to the very Poor, within the financial
capacity of the Hospitals.

PARANTHAN

The Diocese did not confine its work
during this period to the two Hospitals. When
violence was unleashed against the Tamils in
Colembo and South Ceylon in 1958 many tho-
usands of Tamils came as refugees to the North.
The Paranthan — Murusumoddai arca was one
among others where the poorer refugees settled.
It becume immediately clear that health care
was a priority for these pew colonists, To
begin with, Doctors at our Mission Hospitals
arranged for regular visits to Paranthan and
conducted free medical clinics. Soon it was
realised that something of a more permanent
nature was required. A maedical clinic was opened
in 1961 and after obtaining a land f[rom the
Govermment at Murusumoddai in 1963 the smali
Mission Hospital was established there. This
has continusd to s¢rve the community n  that
ul2il.
TRAINING AT VELLORE

One new dcvelopment after 1947 was the
decision of the Diocese to become a supporting
body of the Christian Medical College, Vellore
and send up suitable candidates to be trained
as Doctors for work at our Hospitals. The very
first candidate went to Vellore in 1949 and
after completing the M. B., B. S., and the
rejuired period of Internship assumed work at
our Hospitals in 1956. Ever since, nearly thirty
such candidates, have been trained in Vellore
as our candidates, A majority of them came
bick and served in our Hospitals, some for a
considerable number of years, others for the
required period of time or at least a part of
it. A few for personal reasons served in other
Mission Hospitals, either in this country or in
India. Some of them did not come back at all.
It is of interest that the first personto goto

Veilore in 1949 is the only one stiil serving in
our Hospitals today. The opportunity to train
doctors in Vellore has been of great value to
us although we might not have reaped the
proportionate benefits.

The Diocese was also able to send for
training to Vellore or other Institutions in India
a few candidates for the B.Sc Nursing Course
and Para—Medical Courses, like X-ray and
Laboratory Technology. The Hospitals benefitted
from their services far some years.
NURSING SCHOOLS

The two Nursing Schools Willis F, Pierce
Nursing School at Manipay and Maude and
Alice Nursing School at Inuvil were functioning
to full capacity under qualified Tutors up to
the seventies. Since these Schools are recognised
by the Ceylon Medical Council many whe passed
out from these schools were able to get empl-
oyment in ths Government sector as well,
Unfortunately the ethnic conflict has had its
adverse effects on the Nurses Training programme

as well. This programme we hope can be revi-

talised soon.

THE GREEN MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

1947 was a year of much excitement and
activity at that Green Memorial Hospital gwith
elaborate plans for eclebrating the centenary of
the Hospital in 1948, Dr. E T. Buell who
had joined the staff of the Hospital in 1926
became the ioint Director of both the
and Mc Leod Hospitals in 1943 taking over
from Dr. Robert Kennedy. Buell’s main plan
for the centenary was to construct a Centenary
?aciiities and a modern up-to-date Operation-
Theatre. The foundation for the building was
laid by Mr. George E. De Silva the Minister
of Health on the 31st of Mar. 1947. Dr. Bueli
with great deal of energy, enthusiasm and
dedication went about raising the necessary
funds for completing the building. Tt cost more
than three lakhs of rupees at that time. Since
the building could not be completed in 1948
the centenary celebrations were postponed to

. 1950, Mr. Dudley Senanayake the Minister of -

Green -

yock which would include Rooms with modern .

p.
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+ - Missionary Doctor. It

Agriculture was the Chief Guest at thé colourful

functions on the Vlth and 12th of April. The
formal opening of the Centenary Block had to
wait for the Prime Minister himself. Mr. D. S.
Senanayake declared it open in Nov. 1950.

Pr. Buell was fortunate to be able to
work with a fine team of Doctors at Manipay.
Dr. M. K. Matthew who had joined the
Hospital in 1926 was . Assistant Director [rom
1944, He retired in 1951 and returned to his
kome in Kerala. Dr. J. V. Thambsr who
returned from Malaya after many years of service
there joined Manipay in 1943 and worked for
about ning years up-to 1952. Dr. C. T. Challiah
who joined in 1944 continued to serve until his
- untimely death in 1959. He held on despite
prolonged illness in the last few years of his
life. Dr. & M-s. H. A, Davidson were on the
.staff for a few years, Mrs. Davidson as the

Nursing Superintendent. Dr. Buell retired in "

Aug. 1953 after nearly 28 years of loyal and
devoted service at the Hospitals. He died in
Colombo in 1978. Dr. Gunaratnam Cooke. M.
D., -succeeded Dr. Buell in 1953 and furctioned
as  Medical “Superintendent wuntil 1967. Green
Hospital was fortunate to get the services of a

woman Doctor 'frorq_ Madras in the person of
Dr. Mrs. M Satya. She joined in 1952 and
went for postgraduate studies for a- vear in

England in 1959. On her return she served for
three more years and left in 1962

_ _ After Dr. William Jameson, Green Hospital
was not able to benefit from the services of a
was therefore a
- welcome change when Dr. Chester L. Wagstaff
.,Joined Manipay in April 1956, His wife Mary
- Jane Wagstalf also a Doctor joined him and
‘began work at the same time at Mc Leod
. Hospital, ‘Inuvil. This was the first time Jaffny
was able to welcome a missionary doctor couple
after the Scotts who left in 1913. [t
great pity that due to health problems of a
Child of theirs the Wagstaffs had to leave us
in 1958. Their services even during the - brief

very

period of two years were deeply appreciated.

Because of their abiding interest in mission they
have continued to maintain. a link with
Hospitals and the Diocese to this day. - -

was a

our-

Dr, -J. 8. Amarasingham  succedeed Dr.
Gunam Cooke as Director in 1957 and continued
faithfully for 100 vears leaving in 1967/. Another
senior Doacter who served Manipay after serving

in the Goverment was Dr. T. P, Thamotharam
who worked from 1959 to ¥63. Two young
Doctors on completing their stadies in Vellore
joined Green Hospital in 1964, Dr P, S.
Selvachandran and Dr. Yalentine R. Jeyarajah.
The latter left in 1967. Dr. Amarasingam was
- succeeded as Medical Superintendent by Dr.
L- R. J. Watson in May 1967. He haa also

served in the Govermment amd joined Manipay
on retirement: He had continued for five
years leaving in 1972. Dr. T. Gangadharan
doctors who

was opne of the younger

worked in this period. He joined in 1969 and
was Assistant Medical Superintendent until he
left in 1971,

Dr. S. D. Aseervatham another doctor
trained in Vellore joined in 1969 and left in
1972. Dr. P. S. Jeyarataam also from Vellore
worked for over a year from 1973 to 1975.
Dr. P. S Selvachandran who jeined in 1964

left for postgraduate studies in 1967 and retu-
rned as .a qualified Surgeon with the FRCS of
England and Edinburgh in 1971. He was appoi-

nied as Medical Superintendent and raised the
the levatl of the services at the Hospital to &
remarkable extent. He continued until 1983
with two breaks of four years in all for
further studies in Britain. Dr. Mrs. Chandra
Ambalavanar who had worked in Me Leod
Hospital,  Inuvil earlier and  thea worked
abroad for some time joined the Hospital in
Aug. 1971. She had gained the FRCOG ol
Great Britain and functioned as Obstetriciun

and Gynaecologist- With a specialist each in ~
Surgery and in Obstetrics the Hospital functi-
oned very effectively throughout the seventies
and early eighties. .

Aflter 1983 several of our young products
from  Vellore worked in Manipay for  brief
p:eiods: - Dr - Thayalan Ambalavansr, C S,
Mills, Rohan Gunasingham, Shanthini Navaratnam
C. B. Visvalingam and P. Visvalingam. From
1988 Dr Mrs Ambalavanar was requested to
take on the additional responsibility of Medica!
guperintendent.
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The ethnic conflict took its toll on ths
workings of this Hospital and Me Leod as
mentioned earlier. From Oct. 1987 the Hospitals
were closed for several months due to the
eruption of Hostilities with coming of the
Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF). One of
the staff of the @reen Hospital was killed
when the TPKF shelled the Hospital. Later the
IPKF itself occupied the Green Hospital. In
1990 when the Sri Lankan Army Commenced
its  offensive, again the Green Hospital wag
bombed and shelled. However, work r:comme-
nced in August. The Government Hospital in
Jaffna which was closed due to military ope-
rations in the town area tunctioned at the
Green Hospital from June 1990 to the end of
the year. During th:se months the Hospital
had to cope with a very larece number of
civilion casualities. The Doctors and Nurses of
the Government Hospital and the staff of the
Green Hospital had to work round the clock
for wecks together. The International Committee

of the Red Cross, Geneva, whose staff were
able to observe what was going on at the
Hospital recommended a Nurse of the Green

Memorial Hospital, Miss Balaratnam Chitham
paranadarajah (popularly known as Bala) for
the 1989 — 1990 Florence Nightingale Distingui-

shed Service Medal and Certificate. This wag
the very first oceasion a Nurse in Sri Lanka
received  this  international award. Green

Hospital was justifiably proud of this recogni-
tion of its services during time of Crisis,

In 1991 when the Army occupied Tellip-
pallai, the Government Hospital at Tellippallai
requested part of the premises of the
Hospital for a few of its departments
was granted and the arrangement continues t{o
the present time. In O¢t. 1995 the Hospital-
was affected by the population displacemen .
and the campus remained deserted for over si
months until a few of the staff returped in
April 1996. During this displacement much of
the equipment of the Hospital including the
equipment at the Operatien Theatre and the
Electrie Plant of the Hospital were looted. It
will take long for the Hospital to recoyer
from these losses. However, with the return of
normaley the situation will improve,

Green
This

Commemorate the 2)0th Birth anniverssury of
Dr. John Scudder the pioneer Medical Missio-
nary te Jaitfna  The anmiversary fell on the
3rd of Sept. 1994. A Scudder Memorial Fund
has been inaugurated to commemorate his name
In an appropriate way.

MC LEOD HOSPIATL, INUVIL

In 1947 Dr. E, T. Buell was joint
Director of beth Hospitals and the preoccu-
pation with the Centenary Celebrations at the
Green Hospital meant the Golden Jubilee of
Mc Leod which fell in 1948 had to be on a
tow lLey. Dr. Mary. Kurien who had joined

the Hospital in 1924 was another of the Kerala
Stalwarts who cnatributed much to the Hos-
pital. Under Dr. Buell’s directorship she was
in charge of Me Leod. Miss Ruth Lee R N.,
was in charge of the Nursing Schools at
both Hospitals from 1949 while residing at Mc
Leod. Mc¢ Leod had another valuable addition
in 1949, again from JIndia, in Dr C. B.
Gangamma. She hadi the diploma in Obstetrics
and Gynaccology (D. G. Q) ol the Madras
University. She was sent for further speciali-
sation in Britain in the early fifties and retu-
rned with the M: R. C.0O. G. She was thus the
first with a specialist degree to serve on the
staff of Mec Leod. She served for sixtecen
yeurs and made a valuable contribution to
raise the standard of the Hospital. Dr. Mary
Kurien was appointed Medical Superintendeng
in 1953 and continued in that capacity 1ill she
retived in 1957 afetr 33 years of service. Dr.
Annamma John (later Mrs. Moses) joined MC
Leod in 1945 and was acting Medical Superin-.
tendent from 1957 — 1962, She served at the
Hospital for 17 years. Miss Jennie Jacobs a
former missionary in China joined Mc Leod in
1950 and made a valuable contribution to the
Nursing School.

In the fifties younger Doctors from Jaffna
added their strenght to the Hospital. Dr. Miss
Chandra Kanapathipillai graduated form Vellore

and joined in 1956, Dr- Miss Chandra Thurai-

ajasingham (later Mrs. Sethurajan) also a
product of Vellore joined in 1958. and left
after a few years, Dr. Miss. Grace Chinniah

(later Mrs. Sglladurai) another graduate from
In 1993 ‘the Hospital remembered to Vellore joined in 1957. Dr. Chandra Kanapathi-
49
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pillai (later Mrs, Ambalavanar) obtained her Offensive in 1990 the Governmént Health
MRCOG- after studies in Britain from 1960 to Department requested a building for thz Cffice
1963 and addcg to the specialist staff of the of the Medical Office of Health, This was
Hospital. She was Medical Superintendent from granted and the office continues to function
1964 to 1965 before leaving for further work there* In recent yeats the Hospital has suffered
in the U. K. Dr Joy Canagarajah a product from a lack of qualificd staff, However, those
of the Ceylon Medical Coliege joined in 1961 at the Hospital serve very loyaily and keep
and served continuously for 29 years with only the Institution going. The return of normalcy
@ break of one year to do her D. C. H. in will certainly make all the difference.
colombo. She was Medical Superintendent for :
the last couple of years of her period, between PARANTAN MISSION HOSPITAL
1990 — 199},

. As referred to earlier, meadical work was

; The plan to mark the Golden Jubilee started by the Diocese in the Paranthan —
with another modern ward materialised only in  Murasumoddai area in 1961 with a formal
1957 a year befere the Diamond Jubilee. This  opening on the Iith of August. Miss Dorothy
ward called the Jubilee Block at the North Appleby the missionary Nurse who had worked
East Corner of the campas was declared open from 1950 at the Green Hospital now took
by Dr. C. D, Amarasinha, the Deputy Director upon herself this pioneering project. The Gov-
of Health Services on the 30th of March 1957 ernment gave a land in Murasumoddai and
After 1983 the building houses the Diocesan the quarters for the missonary Nurse was cons-
ﬁome for physically handicapped children — tructed there, The Rev. Dr. Telfer Mook and

The House of Hope’’, Mrs. Mook visited the Centre in 1963 and Dr.

’ . Mook declared open the building on the 2nd

MRCOI(r; il?léjlh:::r;pdiliallidsl:xflagb ?r;latraSIPgam& of Janua_ry. Thc -t‘JuiIding cost Rs. 34,000/- with
i Ho'snital i Moo ;; ; SEE ”ss: Jomed the contribution of Rs. 24,000/ from the UCBWM,
Ci“mtinued'upte B9 b E(:‘ll»]: r:jmejl ent and - the Diocess contributed Rs. 10,000/- to cover
FRODE %ho cerss o ;13 frodr charatnam the cost On the 22ad of Dec. 1966 the building
service was Medical Supest 1 OVErNmMEDnt  yaq badly damaged by a cyclone but soon it
S uperlnt?ndynt from 1973 \as restored, and Miss Appleby continued with

to 1979. The sixties and seventies were thus among  the work until her departure to Eneland in
zilzlxiaibejs:)iny:;rsth(;f ft{};: i}::)ﬁp;:lal'DDr' ’:‘th;’a"ala‘ 1971. Dr. R. K. Arnold another young Doctor
il 10k 2 Faw yeall')s. -D" M.rsecli a S-“a"d from.Vcllore. after a brief period at Green
durai  of the staff ;#as“a of lt;d 'Med'va} Hospital, took'owr the work at Paranthan. I!c
Sumeitendin in.19?9 iy clz)lljltinued e ;lcﬂ however, left in 1972 and was joined by his
ghdltion il ske #etied In 7590 ::f'ler ;‘; that  wife Ranjana (nee Ponnu.durm) another Vellore
S abevics : YEars  Doctor, at Mc Leod, Tnuvil where they worked

for a few years.

An act of gratitude worth mentioning The Hospital saw considerable development
was that of Mr. Chellappah Ponnudurai of in the seventies With a grant of Rs. 150,000/~
Malaya. He visited Jaffna in 1976 and made a from the World Council of Churches a new
donation of Rs, 25,000/~ to provide free treat- Block was construsted. Tt included the main
ment at the Hospital for poor patients. This Dispensary and a Ward with 20 Beds, and a
was in memory of his mother who had died labour room. Mr. J. M. Rajaratnam, the
at the Hospital 57 years earlier. Hospital Secretary of Green Hospital supervised

the construction. It was declared open on the

As with the Jubilee Block it was felt !2th of August 1978 by Dr. ilerbert A.
another house at Mc Leod could be used fer Jesudason, the Director of Health Services. Dr.
a different kind of service. In 1993 it was Mrs. Joel Paul served at the Hospital for a
€quipped to serve as an elders home with the few years during this period. She was followed
name “‘Pleasant Cottage’”. After the Army by Dr. S. P, Rajanathan from 1979 o 1984,
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uting hs time the Hospriel was slectrified at
nocost of Rs. 30,006/~ Dr. Rohan Gunasingham
whe was in c¢harge Irom (983 to 988  furilier
improved the services at the Hospital . At this
time, r, Thayalan Ambalavanar and jater Dr.
Gunasingham conducted regular medical clinics
at Refugees Camps in the area and at colonist
centres, Ddr. Gunasingham also  estabilished a
Day Care Centre at this place. For many months
in 1887 the Govt. Hospital at Kilisochchi had
1o be closed during the | PK F Opazration, and
our Mission Hospital had to take on the
additional responsibilities. Similatly from 1690
when the Govt, Hospital at Kilinochehi had to
be closed it functioned from our Hospital.

Dr. 1. G. Seevaratnam took charge of
the Hospital from 1991 and is carrying on the
work there amidst many handicaps. In 1994
they had to move out of the area due to the
military Operatiens and the Hospital is functio-
ning temporarily at our Church Centre at
Visvamaddu.

THEY ALSO SERVED

While acknowledging the key role of

Doctors; Murses and other staif at cur Hespital
we should alse mention the devoted services
of the Hospital Secretaries whe worked for
many years at our Hospitals Special mention
niust be made of Mr, B, J. Jeyarajah who
wotked both at Greea and Mc¢ Leod for 13
years. Mr. J. M. Rajaratnam who also worked
at Green and Mc Leod for 16 years and Mr.
Selvam Canagasingham who worked at Mc Leod
for 16 years Their work was crucial to the
2ood administration of the Hospitals.

The body that was directly responsible
for administering the Hospitals was the Medical
Board of the Diocese. Along with our Bishops,
the Chairmen and Secretaries of the Board
along with the members played their own part
faithfully. Special mention must be made of
the services of the Rev. Dr. Sydney Bunker,
Messrs, K. A. Selliah, W Robert Holmes,
Rev. K. 8. Jeyasingham, Messrs. L. 5. Kulath-
ungam, I. P. Thurairatnam, & 8. Selvadurai
Rajan Kadsrgamar and A Rajasingham. Mission
Hospitals are a {unction of the total mission
of the church and it is our prayer and hope
they will effectively and imaginatively play that
role in the coming decades.
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