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Bishop House,

Jaffna.
Message from the Bishop of Jaffna

Due to the prolonged ethnic war the people in the North have undergone much
hardship while facing repeated displacements and aerial bombing.
There are many underprivileged families who need the supporting hand of voluntary

social service associations.
Thiyahie Charitable Trust is one of the associations who have been helping to
educate the poor children, to provide medical assistance as well as incentives for self

help and economic activities.

We wish them every success in their endeavours.

Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas Savundaranayagam.

Bishop of Jaffna,
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MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNMENT AGENT -
JAFFNA DISTRICT.

It is with great pleasure, as Government Agent of the District, | give this
message to the Souvenir to be published on the occasion of the 4" Anniversary of the
“THIYAHIE CHARITABLE TRUST' Jaffna which has love, Charity and Service as its

motto.

The purpose of human beings is not to be just born, live and die but to render

purposeful service to humanity.

This Charitable Institution has done an immeasurable and valuable service to
the younger generation through its activities such as

- Providing assistance through educational activities,

- Constructing Health Care Centres.

= Self employment activities including loan facilities.

- Conducting Children Homes for orphans etc.
| express my gratitude for the very many charitable services rendered by TCT.
With best wishes.
K.Ganesh
Government Agent,

District Secretariat,

Jaffna .
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St. Anne's Church,
Kattimahana,
Dummalasuriya,
Sri Lanka.
2.12.2005.

Don't let your left hand know, the Charity
your right hand does!

It is with great pleasure | pen these few lines as a brother partner of the
Thiyahie Charitable Trust. It was by accident | came to know my beloved friend,
Mr.Thiyahendran. | preSUME that such kinds of accidents are essential. We hear
about many donors, but very few only do it with an open heart. | have that beautiful
experience of charity done all over the Island by the members of this movement. So
far | have received help for over 300 scholarships for the education of poor children

and to uplift the economic status of poor families.

The children and the parents from different parts of the Island, still hold the sweet
memories of the “Children's day” organized here at Kattimahana, Dummalasuriya in

December 2004. Again and again | thank Mr.Thiyahendran, his relatives and all the
members of the T.C.T. who took part in the function.

I wish and pray this organization may flourish and be fruitful abundantly. May
this Charitable Institute become a sign of God's kingdom on Earth.

May God Bless you alll

Yours brother in Christ
Fr.Christy Leonard.
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THIYAHIE CHARITABLE TRUST

PROFILE
1. Organizational Profile
1.1 Name of Organization : Thiyahie Charitable Trust
District Office Address : Thiyahie Charitable Trust
527, Navalar Road, Nallur, Jaffna.
Telephone No. : 0212228025
Fax No. 2 0212228025

Contact Persons
1. V.THIAGENDRAN (THIYAHIE)
(FOUNDER)
NO 9 MYTHEN WEG,
8604 VOLKETSWEL

SWITZERLAND

TELE NO. +410449450423
Mobile No. +410764632224
Web: www.ictonline.org

2. MR.C.KAMALANTHAN
SECRETARY
TELE NO 0777222497/0212228025
THIYAHIE CHARITABLE TRUST

1.2 General information

This organization has been registered under social service voluntary
organization regulations section 31 of 1980. Registration Number is
N/DS/SS/SS/2004/01 dated - 2004/01/19.

The Thiyahie Charitable Trust main Operational District is Jaffna.
However its Educational activities are extended to schools and backward areas
in other parts of the country Viz. Batticaloa Dist, Trincomalee Dist, Kurunegala

Dist and Hill country.

= 2006 06 2
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Our other activities are presently confined to Jaffna District. The
founder and the chairman of the Trust Mr. Thiyagendran (Thiyahie) who is
residing in Switzerland, soley funds for the activities and administration of this
organization.

VISION
< Tranformation of underprivileged students to educated citizen.
L2

% Help women headed familes affected by conflict in North-east to lead a normal
life.

MISSION
< Development of under privileged persons in education, health, and income
generation activities etc. and raise their standard of living.
¢ Building up of the human capital of vulnerable groups by providing necessary
training to improve their skills and engage them in vi.able income generation

activities.

Field of Activities

ACTIVITIES

Assistance to Children home

cancer patients

[ Community Development |

v
|Education| I Heallhl

|Assistance to woman headed familiesl

| Environment Protectionl
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Education :- * Scholarship to under-privileged students
% Free English classes to students, schools leavers etc
% Financial assistance to deserving university students
< Incentive monthly allowance to volunteer teachers.

Health and Sanitation :-
* conducting medical camps in back ward villages.

& Provide nutritious food to undernourished children in selected
schools.

< Provide financial assistance to deserving patients (cancer, heart,
Kidney)

% Construction of toilets

Women headed families :-

* Immediate assistance to Women headed families till they find means of
income.
%+ Self employment loans.

Training :- * Conducting free sewing training classes to youth from under Privileged
families.

Environmental Protection :-

* |ssue of coconut sapling, perennial plants, shady plants etc. to families,
temples, schools and public institutions.

Childrens' home :-

% Maintaining a Childrens' home for parent less girls.

Cancer patients :-

* Provide monthly assistance of Rs 500/= per patient for 60 cancer
patients.
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Thiyahie charitable Trust

Projects and Programmes

A number of broad based programmes for the development of education of pupils in
J0or circumstances, for the improvement of health of common people and for the economic
rrogress and resurgence of families (particularly those headed by women) living in abject
poverty are being implemented by our organization irrespective of communal, religious or

language differences.

Education
Scholarship

Through this programme more than thousand five hundred eager and competent
students from less fortunate families without basic facilities receive a sum of Rs 150/= or
Rs 200/= monthly as appropriate to them. A number of university students belonging to poor

families are assisted with a monthly allowance of Rs 500/=,

Free English Language Classes
Many individuals including school students, school leavers and Pre-school teachers

have benefited by these classes. More and more pupils continue to attend these classes.

Donation of fumiture and office equipments

Furniture and office equipment to the value of Rupees one lakh has been distributed
to Hindu Ladies Primary, Jaffna, Kalaivaani school Kaithady and the Pre-school located at
Kodikamam Centre. Besides these, partitioned enclosures have been provided to the CCTM

school Kondavil.

Nutrition Programme
Nutritious food is being distributed to students in three schools located in very
backward areas. This programme would be extended further depending on the progress of the

programme.

2006 P=
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General
In deference to the request made by certain schools located in backward areas

assistance in various forms is being rendered -

%P Musical instruments related to band music

o Neck ties for students

< Shoes and uniforms

X Monthly incentive allowance for volunteer teachers.

Assistance of similar nature are included in this project.
Note :- A scholarship project for 56 students from Karainagar area was inaugurated

on 15.01.2006 under this scheme.

Health Programmes

Free Medical Aid Camps :- With a view to improve the health of people in backward villages
lacking medical faciliies are selected under this programme and medical camps are
conducted under the leadership of Dr.N. Sriskandarajah of the Teaching Hospital, Jaffna with
the assistance of a team of Doctors. Many patients have been benefited under this

programme.

Financial Aid for Patients :- Many patients suffering from cancer and who lack facilities are
given Rs 500/= each every month.
Patients from very poor circumstances who go to Colombo for cardiac operations or
for any other major treatment are given monetary aid to cover their traveling expenses.
Mention should be made of the fact that at the beginning the entire cost of surgery

for many patients were borne by our founder,

Aid for the physically handicapped :- Physically handicapped persons living in abject poverty

were given wheel chairs, crutches and walking sticks.

Tollet Facilities :- As a pilot project 11 families in ooriyan area in Kaithady have been

provided with toilet facilities with their participation.

2006 eD
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Economic Projects :-

Training in tailoring of embroidery - Many young women belonging to families which has
lagged behind in material welfare are given free training in tailoring and embroidery. As a
result of this training these women could either be self employed or get jobs in other tailoring
establishments.

Up to date approximately 200 women have completed training in our 3 training centres. Our
organization has opened a tailoring centre so as to absorb and provide jobs for at least a

portion of these women. This centre has progressed now in making garments.

Assistance in self employments enterprises
%+ With a view to encourage women headed families involved in economic enterprises a
monthly assistance is given to them to meet their basic needs(Related to education and

medical expenses)

% Financial assistance is granted to number of families to start self employment project.
They have started small business, food preparation, poultry and dairy farms and other similar
projects. Those families which could take up to tailoring are given sewing machines.

% Many other families have been given self employment loans for the above-mentioned

purposes and the fund is revolved.

Elders and physically Handicapped

Financial assistance on a monthly basic is given to poverty stricken families, destitute and

physically Handicapped.

TCT MULT! TRADE CENTRE

This sales centre has been inaugurated to augment the fund necessary for our charity
projects and to provide jobs. The income accrued from this centre is entirely utilized for such
projects. It is worthy to mention here that the customers of this centre are contributing their

mite to such charity with or without their knowledge.
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12.
13.
14.

15.
16.

17.
18.

The trail of the Trust

Scholarship for under-privileged students

Scholarship for needy university students

Supply of band music a instruments to schools.

Supply of ties, shoes, uniform and school stationery to students.

Construction of class rooms for schools

Financial assistance to under privileged and destitute families.

Assistance to women - headed families for the betterment of their lives.

Donation of dowry for marriage to daughters from poor families

Financial assistance for funerals of the poor in backward villages.

Financial assistance for self employment- to purchase of auto, to start small enterprises,
to rear cows, goats elc.

Financial aids to poor patients undergoing major operations (kidney, heart,) in Colombo
Hospitals.

Construction of toilets for families in backward villages.

Medical camps in remote and backward villages.

Environmental protection programme, Issue of coconut plants, shady plant and perennial
plants.

Training classes in sewing at centers organized at the village level.

Establishment of Garments unit and employment opportunities for youth from poor
families.

A multi Trade center income from which is channelled to charity. ;

A home for poor and parentless children (girls).

2006 12 |
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Social Work to Social Development

Mr. P. Vigneswaran
Director General, Ootru Organisation

1. Introduction

Social Work is done by Man in the service of Society. It remains restricted when
confined to the rearing of a family but becomes unrestricted when extended to Society at
large outside the immediate biological group. All such extension is the fruit of an ethical

impulse expressing itself as charity and philanthropy.

Problems calling for organized social work, including the active interference of
political state are only the product of the special conditions arising out of the modemn
industrial and technological civilization. Man-made and natural disasters taking place around
the world have made the organizational social work at the community level to be very

essential.

2. Concepts

Relief Orientation Vs Development Orientation

The concept of social development is open to various approaches in that it may
mean different things to different people i.e. a wide compass of interpretation. The present
trend is to view it as a cohesive and balanced process that enhances the viability of the
Society to function for the well being of all its members as understood and perceived by the
State and which safeguards the right of the individuals to an equitable share in the goods and
services of the Society. Such a process envisages self sufficiency and self fulfillment as its
necessary components. This redefinition of development is also shared by social workers. The
profession of social work with its recent orientation to development in general and to social
development in particular has a long background in terms of its goals which has moved from
curative to preventive and then to development. The development aspect is here understood
in its global context which has in its turn necessitated corresponding broadening of the value

base of social work. This broadening of the value base has direct relation to its philosophical

2006 = 13
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counterpart and multi cultural aspects with their unique approaches to the very understanding
of social work and its practice would necessitate the incorporation of various philosophical
outlooks. A detailed analysis of the concept of values due to its importance and relevance in
cross-cultural situation is necessary inorder to understand the varieties of human deprivations
(poverty line is not uniform in different countries / regions), disabilities and malfunctions on the
one hand and potentialities on the other. A broad perspective cutting across various national,

cultural or even disciplines is thus inevitable.
2.1 Five Elements for Community Development

Families and Communities should acquire the following five capitals in order to elevate

themselves from their present standard of living to higher standards.

S.C

F.C. H.C.

Nat.C. | Phy. C.

i}  Human Capital

. . _ Social Development

i)  Social Capital

iii) Financial Capital

iv) Natural Capital Economic Development

v)  Physical Capital

Human Capital - Knowledge, Skill, Healthy body

Social Capacity - People, institution + Self help groups
Financial Capacity - Assets required for investment

2006 O

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



s o, EVLTERL D

3. Gaps between Concepts and Activities

One of the most commonly acknowledged factors in the twentieth century is that the
developing nations seek to be identified as welfare states. Consequently there has been a
steady improvement in the Government's efforts to augment human welfare. The willingness of
the Government to improve the living conditions of the poor, destitute, illiterate etc. is reflected
in their plans. Their activities are largely known as developmental intervention of the

Government. These activities are endorsed both at the constitutional and palicy level.

Many gaps and shortcomings are observed at the activity level due to the
dehumanized machinery implementing the plans. As a result most deserving ones are left out
from the assistance schemes due to lack of resources, discriminatory attitude and inefficiency
of the officials. In order to fill the gaps and to help the neediest, private voluntary
organisations have emerged and are gaining popularity. Earlier many trusts were set up
according to our ancient tradition and governed by Trust Ordinaﬁce. In the western world

similar functions are carried out by NGOs but not on voluntary basis.

4. Fuffillment of Basic Needs

In the modern civilization the following needs are considered to be essential for a
normal living.

a. Food including good water

b.  Clothes

c.  Shelter

d.  Good Environment

e. Health

f. Education

g. Transport

h.  Energy

i. Communication

i Spiritual, Culture & Recreation

FITGDL. [BITHSHOTTID. o o s cmms = sy S o o S S S o S S, S, o £ £ £ P £ £
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In the conflict affected areas of Sri Lanka nearly 50% of the population is unable to
meet the above needs as their assets have been destroyed and their income is very low. The
rehabilitation programmes implemented by the government and international agencies have
failed to improve the standard of living of the ultra poor group which is about 30% of the
population. In this situation some organisations such as Thiyahie Charitable Trust are serving
the vulnerable groups in various ways. Many such organisations are required to meet the

immediate needs of the large number of affected people.

5. Yoga The path of mystics (RISHIS)
A mystic is one who has direct intuitive experience of the ultimate reality, whether it
is called God or the Self. In Sanskrit rishi means mystics. Every great religion in this world

has produced numerous mystics but all religions have not recognized their greatness.

According to Hinduism direct intuitive experience of the supreme sprit is essential for
one's salvation. Salvation means total freedom from sorrow and ignorance. As long as a man
has not attained this highest freedom called mukti he has to be born again and again and
experience bitter/sweet fruits of life. There are four main paths for the attainment of mukti.

These are called yogas

5.1 Yoga- Eastern Concept
Yoga is communion with God.
“Each soul is potentially divine. The goal is to manifest this divinity within by controlliing
Nature-external and internal. Do this either by work or workshop or psychic control or
philosophy by one or more or all of these and be free”.

Swami Vivekananda

Kama Yoga - Perfection through Work
Bhakti Yoga - Perfection through Love
Raja Yoga - Perfection through Meditation
Gnana Yoga- Perfection through Knowledge
3006 =16
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5.2 Kamna Yoga - Theory, Proposition and Goal of Karma Yoga.

Man is potentially divine. His perfection is disturbed by agitations caused by his
setting into motion the wheel of causation. This results in action and reaction which produces
karma. Until karma is éﬁaced man cannot be perfect or express his inner perfection. He

cannot be free.

There is a law of cause and effect; every karma has a consequence whether you
like it or not, whether you anticipate it or not. A good karma produces a good result; a bad

one has to produce a bad result. Birth is the result of the karma done before death.

One meaning of karma that is popularly accepted is that it is one's destiny or fate
the inescapable "writing” on the brow, which has to work itself out. There is no escaping it.
But people forget that it is not written by some other hand. It is all written by one's own hand

and the hand that wrote it can also wipe it off.

“A seed will not germinate when it is covered with too much earth. In the same
context seeds of wrong behaviour will not germinate and grow into painful events in our life if
the seeds are covered deep with loving service to those who are in need of suslenénce,
courage, love and help. A life time of good deeds will cover a multitude of past sins. Constant
work in loving service to others covers the seeds of past sinful and harmful actions, so they

die away and do not grow into a new round of misery” Sai Baba

53 Nishkamya Karma Selfless service

It uproots the bestiality in Man and confers divinity on him. Selfless service is a more
exalted means of spiritual progress than other ways as it aims at good of others. Every
person wants himself to be considered an important person by others. He believes that this
could be achieved by acquiring wealth, power and fame and develops a strong desire. A
person following the path of Niskamya Karma will not have out attachment to the fruits of his

action i.e. mental renunciation of possessions and desires. This karma (action) will not bind

him.
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6. Social Transformation

People especially the rich have to give up gradually their old worldly ways of eaming
and spending, saving and accumulating with greed, avarice, malice and pride. Their life style
need to be rearranged to serve all as brothers and sisters. Service saves you frorh the
agony you get when another suffers. it broadens .your vision, widens your awareness,
deepens your compassion. All waves are on the same sea, from _the same sea, the same
sea. Service teaches you to be firm in this knowledge. No other SADHANA can bring you into
.lhe incessant contemplation of oneness of all living beings. You feel another's pain as your
own. You share another's success as your own. To see everyone else as yourself and
yourself in everyone, that is the core of the SADHANA of service.

Sai Baba

Mr. V. Thiyagendran founder of the TCT is a good example for the above

transformation and others need to follow his path.
Dedicated and determined service will uplift the suffering society.

“Service to Man is Service to God”

Philosophers have given many different philosophies to the
world, but what is important is to bring a change to the worid.
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VOLUNTEERISM

Prof. V.K.Ganesalingam, t‘har’rman, ‘Sri Lanka Red Cross Society, Jaffna Branch

%

Introduction .

Our forefathers, mostly farmers and peasants, helped their neighbours, relatives and
friends, voluntarily without intension of receiving any remuneration from those who received
the help and assistance. Likewise, sharing the materials and resources, knowledge and ideas,
and even education have been going on in mankind from the early human settiement. Our
teachers at that time, taught us without any payment, instead of "tutors” as at present.

Therefore, volunteerism in not new to us. We all adopt volunteerism in our life.

Volunteerism in NGO

Nongovernmental organization is unique in developing volunteerism to its maximum.
The members who work in the NGO, without any material or financial gain or by external
presume. Their service is free and by the fullest effort of the will to help others when
necessity arises. They do not expect any thing from the recipient. But such volunteers are
well looked after with regard to their meals, transport, health, dignity and integrity. Particularly,

those who make use of them always preserve their dignity.

Volunteers in disaster

Disasters occur in a country quite often. The life on earth is not a life of bed of
roses. Any disasters may take place at any time. Tsunami is lﬁe most drastic disaster that
has happened recently. It is a tidal disaster. Earthquakes take place in some countries and
destroy lives and properties including dwelling houses and buildings. There is other several
disasters such as war, flood, drought, cyclone, infectious diseases, snakebites etc. The recent
disaster is HIV/AIDS, and birds' flu disease and Sars disease. The volunteer are expected to
assemble at a common place to combat the disasters. The leaders, who are trained for
disaster preparedness, direct the volunteers. The volunteers function accordingly to minimize

the effect of the disaster and mitigation there after.
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Volunteers are Trained for a specific purpose

The volunteers for a specific purpose are trained for the particular function. He will
do well in that field more that any other field because he is well trained in that field. A
medical volunteer is not suitable for relief work. Environmental matters are well known to
those who are trained in the field. Although First Aid volunteers, hospital volunteers, pare-
medical volunteers, blood donation recruitment volunteers and psychosocial volunteers,
HIV/AIDS prevention volunteers and ambulance volunteers are in the medical field, individual
field require specific function. Such volunteers have to be segregated depending on their
ability and skills. There are volunteers in the educational and administrative fields. The '
volunteer work should be enjoyable. This will make them to continue with their volunteer work.
The volunteers have to be given a chance to select his/has field of preference, so that they
will shine in the field of specialization. Every volunteer should be given every opportunity to

enhance his or her capacity in the field of his choice.

Qualification of volunteers

Although a high educational qualification is not needed, a person of good educational
background is an important requirement. The volunteer should have the capacity, ability and
sufficient knowledge in the given activities. He/she should be dedicated, devoted and truthful.
A volunteer should be absolutely honest in all his dealings in the official and personal
capacities. The person who attends training, workshops, seminars and meetings will become
an excellent volunteer who will do good job better than any one else. They should have good

moral character at all time during their volunteer period.

Duties of the volunteer

The volunteers are able to do whatever they have been assigned. They should do it
with great care and methodology. They have to do their volunteer work with highest standard
and quality. They have to be obedient to the leaders and should do at once as directed by
the superiors. A good volunteer has to do the right thing at the right time to the satisfaction

of the organization. He/she should be able to be available in an emergency as agreed,
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without giving any excuses. They should be able to safeguard the name of the organization to
which they belong. Thus, he/she will be able to bring about good name to the organinazation
to which he/she belongs. Perhaps one volunteer of bad character can bring bad name to the
organization. It is imperative that all the volunteers will be dealt with punishment or face

dismissal if found guilty.

How does a volunteer give the best for the organization?

When the volunteer works hard with dedication, more financial benefits will come to
the organization. When the volunteer works with minimum supervision, more financial benefits
will come to the organization. The volunteers are able to formulate new innovations and
methodology that will improve the work capacity and output of the organization. The
volunteers are able to formulate new innovations and methodology that will improve the work
capacity and output of the organization. The volunteers develop new modus operandi to make
the work easy to save energy and to avoid unnecessary use of the resources. As the
volunteers are hard working and active, they have every power and effect on the progress of
the organization. The exceptionally good volunteers are able to cause improvement of the
organization's future prosperity. In any case, good volunteers are an asset to the organization
and bring good name and fame. At the same time, the organization should do any good thing

for the volunteers.

Advantages for the volunteer

An organization forms a field of developing the interest of the volunteers in the work
they are involved. By this way, the volunteers are able to enhance their activities, power and
courage. The volunteers are able to attend workshop, seminars and training regularly and
become efficient in their role and functions thus they can develop better livelihood and job
orientation. Due to their experience and expertise, they would be recommended for suitable
job opportunity. Delivering free service to vulnerable and affected people give them a matter
to be proud of. In most of the organizations the best volunteer will the nominated for reward

of prizes and medals. The volunteers, by doing volunteer work efficiently will lead for the
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possibility of obtaining a permanent and suitable job and may enjoy their life by the job

obtained.

Code of conduct

All the volunteers are expected to follow a code of conduct for being noble and
excellent. They have to avoid abuse, negligence, misappropriation, theft, slander, violence and
physical harm to others. They have to be regular, prompt and sincere in their work. They
have to avoid misuse of power, harassment of others and discrimination among others. They
have to respect all customs, habits and religious beliefs. They have to recognize diverse
people in their work place. They have to understand each of his/her associates to develop
friendliness. They have to contribute to remove barriers to gender equity and to remove an.y
habits that are detrimental to the organization. It is necessary to respect and promote the
organizational ethics and target. The volunteer cannot do anything against the fundamental
rights and prevailing national and international law. If their conduct is against the rules and
regulations of the institution, they have to face the disciplinary actions, as directed by the

Board of Discipline of the institution.

Volunteerism and legislation

The legislation on volunteerism has to be approached with regard to the social and
cultural background of the country. Volunteerism should be promoted within the context of the
local fundamental law and international law of rights and freedom. The right to a healthy and
safe environment should be extended to cover the volunteer in the work place. The law
should address the liability of volunteer for damage or injury that might be related to their
function. Labor law should cover their activities and volunteering. Social welfare law and
insurance policy should be adopted for the welfare of the volunteers. Even the immigration
law should facilitate to the entry of the volunteer to another country for volunteerism and for
international cooperation programmers. In short, the existing laws in a country should

recognize the value of volunteer contribution for a firm and active volunteerism.
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Conclusion

Volunteerism is motivated by the free will of the person volunteering, without material
or financial gain, or by external pressure. For am extensive volunteerism, an organization
needs a proper volunteering policy, volunteer management cycle, volunteer implementation
method, volunteer monitoring and evaluation process.
Planning of a volunteer work involves use of local resource mobilization, delivery service and
the use of volunteers to the best of their ability. Volunteer management cycle moves through
various stages, playing an integral role for a complete function of the need, especially during

emergency and disaster.

In fact, volunteerism is a way' of life. Volunteerism not only gives production benefits
also provide full mental satisfaction and peace of mind caused by serving the hurmnidity with

dignity.

Fhkkhkkdhhhhkhkhhkhkhhkkrirdk

~ ™
< He who has faith has all and he who lacks it

lacks all.

% God is in all men, but all men are not in God.

That is the reason why they suffer.
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Markets and Fairs in the Jaffna Peninsula

Prof.P. Balasundarampillai,
Senior Professor of Geography,

University of Jaffna.

In many developing countries markets and fairs still play a significant role in trade.
These institutions are therefore important in the commercial life of many non urbanized
industrialized societies and although the periodic market system still exists in some developed
countries, it has declined in importance. Markets and fairs play a very important role in the
commercial distributive system, particularly in the trade of fish, vegetables and cottage

industrial goods in the Jaffna Peninsula.

The periodic and daily market system is fairly well developed in the Jaffna Peninsula.
The economic and social structure of the region is conducive to this form of trading. Marketing
activities are numerous in the Peninsula, on the mainland marketing activities are restricted to
urban centers and a few large villages. Some of these markets such as Jaffna city (Grand
bazaar) small bazaar, Chankanai, Eluthumadduval markets existed during the Portuguese
period. Some of these markets are mentioned in Philip Baldaeus account of 17" century
Srilanka. In addition to the above markets Point Pedro, Valveltithuri, Chunnakam and

Chavakachcheri were in existence before the 20" century.

Jaffna Peninsula had a long tradition of trade relations with South India prior to the
1960s. Kayts, Point Pedro, Alupanthy, Valveltithurai and Kanskasanthuri. functioned as
important minor ports prior to the1960s. Columbuthurai and Kachchai minor ports had some
significant role in the internal trade between the Peninsula and mainland. These ports and
trading activities assisted the growth of a limited number of markets in the early period, but

the subsistance nature of the economy and the caste system had encouraged informal
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exchange of goods and services. The population growth and the establishment of local
authorities helped the growth of markets. The local authorities took a keen interest in
developing markets within their areas to help the residents in marketing and to get revenue

through tax and rents.

Fairs

There are no fairs comparable with the annual or monthly cattle sales as in African
countries or in India. In the Jaffna Peninsula, however, there are many annual temple festivals
and church festivals which can be considered similar to fairs. Although the temple festivals
are religious ones their social and economic importance is still very great. Their economic
importance has declined somewhat in the last decade because of the development of trade
and transport and the growth of urban centres. However, local people in rural areas still buy
many consumer goods in their village or at the nearest temple festivals. Some of the
important temple festivals in the Peninsula are Nallur Kandasamy, Selvasannathi Murugan,
Nainativu Nagapoosany Amman, Vallipuram Krishnan Kovil, Panrithalachchi Amman, Manipay
Maruthadi Pillaiyar, Tellipallai Durgai Amman and Sinnamadu church. During the festival
period, particularly during the last few days, stalls are put up by the traders and welfare
societies, to sell cooking utensils, metalware, textiles, framed pictures, dolls, bangles, coconuts

and pea nuts. Popular selling items at the festival stalls are bangles, wigs and household

items.

During temple festivals people used to bring cattle and poultry. The offerings of cattle
to the temple have decreased in recent years due to the socio-economic changes in the
society and now people donate money instead. The sale of cattle and poultry is held in many

temples on car festival days and on the eight day (eddam madai) after the car festival.

Before 1960s “animal scarifies” to gods and deities-to Kali and Vairavar were common

in the Peninsula. They are still held in a few temples, the Konawathai, Kadduvairavar Kovil at

2006 @

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




AT P T

Urumpirai, Kallundai Vairavar, Tellipallai Vairavar being the most famous where over hundred
goats and birds are sacrificed on festivals days. The owners of the goats and birds have to
give a tax to the temple to sacrifice their goats in the temple premises. After the sacrifice the
owner sells the goat at the temple or shares it with his relatives and friends. Thousands of
people from all over the Peninsula come to this place to buy the goat meat (velvi panku

iracchi) which is regarded as being of the best quality.

Distribution of Markets

There are twenty five markets small and big in the Jaffna Peninsula. Chunnakam

Maruthanamadam, Chavakachcheri, Thirunelveli, Kodikamam, Chankanai, Pandatharippu and .

Atchuveli are the important markets in the Peninsula. The distribution of markets in closely
related to the population distribution, density, urban centres and agricuiture and fishing
activities. The markets in Vadamaradchy, greater Jaffna and the islands are mainly urban,
fishing and consumer oriented retail markets. The markets in Valigamam, Thenmaradchy and
Pachchilappalli are agricultural producer's markets. In consumer oriented markets, more
commodities are brought from outside. The majority of the local authorities auction the
markets annually, particularly the smaller ones, to the contractors who run the markets
colleting taxes from traders and vendors. The pattern of charges varies from market to market
and is dependent on their size and importance. The markets have a different variety and
quality of trading premises, ranging from stalls, semi-open roofed blocks to open cemented
places and even simple open spaces. The local authorities used to adopt different types of
tax system for different goods or trading times. \
In the Jaffna Peninsula, five kinds of markets exist based on the frequency of

functions. They are '

(1) Daily markets for a few hours.

(2) Daily markets.

(3) Thrice weekly markets.
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(4) Twice weekly markets.
(5) Weekly markets.

There are sixty small daily markets which function for a few hours usually between
9.00am 12.00pm. These markets are small with a few traders and a limited numbe_r of
shoppers. The markets supply the day to day needs of fish and some vegetables for the
rural setlements and urban neighborhoods. These markets are mainly consumer oriented with
petty trade. Trading usually takes place between traders and shoppers rather than between
pfoducers and shoppers as occurs. Some functions such as meat stalls operate once or twice

a week in the markets and the same butcher visits different markets on different days.

The daily markets are found mainly in the towns and in important commercial centres.
There are fi\.re‘ markets of this kind found in Jaffna and its suburbs. Except for the suburban
market these markets serve not only their settlements but also their hinterlands. The markets
are Jaffna, Kayts, Point Pedro, Valvettithurai, Manipay, Chankanai, Pandatharippu and
Nelliyady. These markets are located in the towns and they are part of the town centre
usually referred to as the bazaar. Markets and bus stands are located close to each other
and are the main urban features of these places. The markets are housed in permanent
buildings or a market square. The fish and meat section is normally separated from the

vegetable area.

Chunnakam, Chavakachcheri and Kodikamam markets once played an important role,
but due to the ethnic conflict and war their importances has declined. Chunnakam is in_the
centre of market gardening belt while Chavakachcheri and Kodikamam are in the homestead
and coconut cultivation area. All these are commercial agricultural markets where farmers sell
their products. to traders and are main supply places for vegetables, fruits, roots, country
chicken and several cottage industrial goods. These markets functioned on aiternative days
before the present war. The alternative market day system as set our below has advantages

to both traders and producers as they can go to both the markets.
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Market days Markets

Monday Chunnakam, Kodikamam.
Tuesday Chavakachchrei.
Wednesday Chunnakam, Kodikamam.
Thursday Chavakachcheri.

Friday Chunnakam, Kodikamam.
Saturday Chavakachcheri.

Although Chankanai market functions daily, it is essentially a thrice weekly market for
on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays it attracts larger crowds than on the other days. The
distance between the markets of Chunnakam and Kodikamam is twenty miles and from
Chavakachcheri to Chankanai is eighteen miles. The development of Maruthanamadam market
has affected the importance of Chunnakam market. Now the Valigamam farmers go to
Maruthanamadamam market to sell their agricultural produce. The Chavakachcheri market
which was very badly damaged during the 2000 war, could not regain its position in the

internal marketing.

Eluthumadduval was the only weekly market in the study area and functioned on
Fridays. It is badly destroyed now, and the people had moved out due to war and the
establishment of security zones. The market was not only weekly but also seasonal. Tobacco,
Mangoes, Jak and Coconut are the main local produce and fish from Nagarkovil was sold.

The market's character was similar to that of Kodikamam and Pallai although smaller,

Another type of activity is roadside marketing which lasts from fifteen minutes to one
hour. Fish peddlers and women vegetables sellers gather at junction or on the roadside and
the people neighboring the roadside market buy their daily fish and vegetables from them.
The fish sellers arrive on bicycles in a group and sell fish. Now the use of the motor bicycle

is on the increase.
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In Jaffna markets and fairs play an important role in the transaction of goods and
services between producers and consumers. In the distribution of vegetables, fruits and
cottage industrial goods, the markets do a significant service. Prepared foods are also sold in

‘many markets particularly along the coastal area.

The markets and fairs are affected by the recent changes in the internal trading
system and improvement of standard of living. The additional role of the markets should be
saved to help the poor farmers, fishermen and artisans and small and poor consumers. The
development of markets will help the development of agriculture and small scale industries
and will help the consumers to get their needs. The local government authorities in the Jaffna
Peninsula have to take initiatives to develop the existing markets and fairs. The establishment
of craft markets will help to develop the service-oriented industries. The systematic
development of traditional markets and fairs on modern lines will bring many benefits to
the local population. This will help to sustain and develop the local cottage industries, small

scale farms, homestead agricultures and petty traders.

.
All the wealth of the world cannot help one little Srilanka
village if the people are not taught to help themselves. Our
work should be mainly educational both moral and
intellectual.

N
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The Impact of War on Jaffna Economy

Until the outbreak of armed conflict a quarter of a century ago, Jaffna remained for a
long time the second most important commercial city of Sri Lanka. By and large, the people
enjoyed a decent standard of living. But the protracted - and bloody war, aided by the
comprehensive and effective marginalization of the Tamil homeland by the majority polity, has

pushed it way down the list.

In virtue of the stipulated size of this article, it will concentrate only on the sectors of
agriculture and fisheries, since the profession of 60% of the people is farming, and that of

nearly 35% is fishing.

Agriculture
" The armed conflict can be said to have started in the early 1980s and kept on
escalating until the ceasefire agreement (CFA) in February 2002. The following table shows

the downward trend of paddy cultivation (and yield) during this period.

A S R P P S T P S S P S, S, S, P, T, S, e, T, P, e, G, v, v, S, S, i,

Year 85/86 95/96 2000/01 2002/03
Area: hectares 11,308 6,912 5,469 8,017
Production
m. tons 15,718 7.810 6,608 19,911

It can be noted that production started picking up again since the CFA. The fall in
the production was due to no other factor than the impact of war. The occupation of large
tracts of cultivable lands by the security forces for the purpose of setting up military camps
and high security zones, and the conversion of agricultural fields into minefields and fallow
grounds, led to the reduction of the total area of land utilized for cultivation and of the number
of persons actually engaging in farming. (Almost one third of the peninsula has been occupied
by the security forces and therefore rendered out of bounds for civilians). A good part of the

rich red soil available in the peninsula thus became alienated.
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One instance is Valigamam North, an area blessed with such “golden” soil. This was
the area where the maximum quantum of agricultural pursuits was undertaken in the 1990s. It
is 53.72 square kilometres in extent, and comprises 195 villages divided into 45 gramasevaka
divisions. Today it has only 17 such divisions. Out of the 328 hectares of cultivable land, only

268 are now being utilized.

Although people have been gradually returning where permitted to their original
habitats (from places of displacement), only 46% have actually returned. Having lost their
wherewithal when they were forced to flee from their homes, and still deprived of their

farmlands for reasons described above, they remain a much deprived people.

Fisheries

The second major economic sector is fisheries. Before the war, one third of the
consumption requirement of the entire country was supplied by the peninsula. But the heavy
restrictions imposed on fishing in the early 1980s' and the ceaseless attacks conducted by air,

land and sea, caused a sharp drop in the production, as the graph below demonstrates.
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People could engage in fishing only within limited hours and boundaries. Deep-sea

fishing, and remaining at sea for two or more. days (as trawlers would require) were out of the
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question. The restrictions imposed on fishermen could not, obviously, be imposed on the fish.
(The latter has its own time-table and places to visit). The ensuing mismatch would inevitably
result in less catch. The restrictions were extended even to the number of persons that could

go fishing on one boat.

Over and above these restrictions, there was another factor - a far more serious one
- that discouraged fishermen form going out to sea, namely, killings. Hundreds of fishermen
were assaulted, shot dead or hacked to death by the navy. They also became helpless
targets of helicopter strafing. Many have had to abandon their boats and nets in the sea to
swim ashore for safety. Displacement, as in the case of the farmers, resulted not only in the
relinquishing of fishing, but also in the loss of equipment.

Though the CFA has brought in an appreciable degree of relaxation of the
restrictions, some impediments do persist, such as the pass system and the times of going

out to sea and returning to land.

As stated at the beginning, only the sectors of agriculture and fisheries are assessed
in this article. But they being the major economically productive occupations, it can be safely
assumed that a study confined to them is quite adequate to understand the overall impact of

the ethnic war on the economy of the peninsula.

The restoration of the Jaffna economy would require the release of the houses and
lands taken over for military purposes, the lifting of restrictions on fishing, just and fair
compensation including the provision of equipment needed for pursuing these professions, and

marketing facilities.

As a final note perhaps as an aside one might add that it is not only a matter of

livelihood and economy, but also, at a deeper level, of dignity.

Rev.Fr.A.L.Bernard
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Child Abuse,

CHILDREN! HANDLE WITH CARE!!

Rev. Fr. S.J.Rajanayagam
“akavoli"

St.Patricks Road, Jaffna.

Although most parents are loving and nurturing, some cannot and will not take
proper care of children. We can call this maltreatment which comprises abuse and neglect.
Whether this is perpetrated by parents or others, it is a deliberate and avoidable
endangerment of a child. This takes several specific forms. In general, abuse refers to action
and neglect to inaction. Abuse is infliction of harm; neglect is failure to meet the basic need

of the child. We can classify the process of maltreatment into 5 categories:

Physical abuse : This involves potential injury to the body. eg:- Beating the child till the child
has some injures, or burning the child with heated iron rods or maiming the parts of the body

of the child etc.

Physical neglect : The failure to provide the child's basic need such as physical care, food,

clothing, medical care, protection and supervision.
Sexual abuse : Any kind of sexual activity involving a child and an older person.

Psychological abuse : Verbal or other non physical action may damage the child's
behavioral, cognitive, emotional or physical functioning. This may include rejection,
terrorization, isolation, exploitation, degradation or ridicule. This also may be also called

emotional abuse.
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Psychologlcal neglect : This is due to the failure to provide emotional support, love and

affection which are to be given to the children and it is their right to get them.

If one of the above said is done then one or more of the others may accompany it.
According to the report of the District Child-protection Centre, Jaffna, the abuses are on the
increase every year. In 2005, the reported cases alone go beyond 900. This only emerged on

the surface and there may be much more cases beneath.

In our country, Children are considered as property with whom adult members of the
family could do anything. If the parents are good then there is no problem. On the contrary
when the parents are abusive then the children suffer in their hands. The outsiders cannot

interfere in the so called "family business” of others. In this situation the abuse can escalate.

Abused and neglected children are of all ages. However maltreatment rates appear
to be rising fastest to school going children. Girls are three times more likely to be abused
sexually than boys. But boys are more likely to be neglected or seriously injured. The people
more likely to abuse or neglect a child are the child's natural parents. Mothers are more likely
to abuse or neglect children than fathers but the perpetrators other than parents are more

likely to be male. Sexual abusers have a wide range of personality disorders.

Maltreatment by parents is a symptom of extreme disturbance in child rearing. It
usually appears in the context of other family problems, such as poverty, stress, alcoholism or
other antisocial behavior. This happens mostly in poor or single parents families which are
likely to be under stress and to have trouble in meeting the child's needs. Neglectful parents
tend to be apathetic, incompetent, irresponsible and emotionally withdrawn from their spouse

and children. Many of these parents have problems in planning their own lives.
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These people are not psychotic or do not have criminal background. Many are lonely,
unhappy, anxious, depressed, angry or aggressive. They often have health or substance
abuse problems that impair their ability to raise children. They also tend to have low self
esteem and poor impulse control. The truth about them is that mostly the abusing parents

were abused themselves as children.

Unlike the neglectful parents, who simply ignore their children, abusive parents are
overtly involved. They hate themselves for what they do, yet they feel powerless to stop.
Abusive parents have trouble in reading the emotional signals of the child and may
misinterpret their children's needs. When they were children they were deprived of good
parenting hence they don't know how to be good parents. They are less effective in resolving
problems instead they have more confrontations with their children. Some abusive parents,
instead of using their power to gain control over their lives they control their children. There is
a likelihood of abuse increasing when parents who think poorly of themselves, had troubled
childhoods and have problems in handling the negative emotions. The abuse can make

children more aggressive and defiant, perpetuating the cycle.

The Effects : Maltreatment can produce grave consequences in a child's physical,
cognitive and psychosocial growth. Abused children often show delayed speech. They poorly
perform in cognitive tests and they have discipline problems in school and society. They often
have disoriented/disorganized attachments to their parents and have negative distorted self
concepts. Due to this they are deprived of positive social interactions and thus have difficulty
in making friends. They tend to be aggressive and uncooperative and consequently less liked

than other children.

The school-going children may suffer from fear, mental illness, nightmares, school
problems and regressive behavior. They may be very aggressive and hyperactive. As

adolescents, they may have depression, withdrawn, suicidal tendency or self injurious
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behaviors, physical complaints, engaged in illegal acts, running away from home and they

may engage themselves in substance abuse.

Consequences of sexual abuse vary with age. Sexually abused children are fearful,
anxious, depressed or unhappy and may have low self esteem. They may have problems with
behavior and school achievements. The child will be affected much more if the abuser is

some one close to the child.

Many of the abused children show retﬁarkable resilience if they have been able to
form an attachment to a supportive person. Medical treatment for abuse or neglect needs to
be prompt and sensitive to the trauma. The child protection agencies are supposed to
investigate allegations of abuse or maltreatment and refer families for help. Young children
need to be told that their bodies belong to them and they can say that to anyone who might
try to touch them or kiss them against their will. They can also be told that they can tell their
parents without fear of punishments. The victims could be given counseling and for smaller

children play or art therapy in a therapeutic environment.

-~ 5
% Whatever we give we have and whatever we

have we lose.

Y

< God moves in a mysterious way
his wonders to perform.

* Nothing happens until something moves.
" o
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Towards a Peaceful Aging in Our Culture
s -A Sociological Inquiry -

Prof.N.Shanmugalingam
Professor of Sociology
Head, Dept. of Political Science & Sociology.

University of Jaffna.

Aging was once felt a problem for the developed western world. However, the
modernization process with its related changes has overturned the earlier social and family
relations, typical of the traditional cultural patterns where the elderly were well integrated and

made to feel wanted and loved.

The social expectation in our culture is that elderly persons have to be cared for by
their grown-up children, preferably, their sons. It is not surprising that in the absence of
other forms of provision for old age security, a high value is placed on having children. Even
in the case of childlessness the socio cultural system does provide alternatives, including

adoption, polygamy, divorce or remarriage.

With the on-going changes in the society and family structures, the present day
welfare policies in many traditional societies are now modeling along the line of the western

family structure and demote the traditional kinship values.

Problems of aging faced by our families are ever increasing especially with the on-
going war. The important issue is not to consider where the old person lives, and with whom
he interacts on a day- to day basis, but rather what the quality of that interaction is , what
satisfactions are felt to be; what points of strain and conflict are present for the older person
within his family and immediate social enviournment. To answer these questions, it is
important to do a micro study of entire community. It would be a costly venture to embark on
an extensive study of their nature. In this context we have done a micro study by selecting

two homes for the elders in Jaffna to get the answers.
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The methodology adopted in collecting data primarily consisted of field work. In depth
interviews were made. A number of key informants were selected by judgement sampling
technique, and case histories were recorded. Day to day activities of these homes were

observed by participant and non-participant observers.

This note wanted to share a sample of selected case stories and the key findings of

this study.

Case A

Male, 75 yrs, unmarried with 7 sisters. Lost parents early in life.

Achieved his ambition by getting all the 7 sisters married. In so doing, he missed his chances
of marriage. Feeling unwanted by sisters, he remarked with a long sigh, "before being

rejected from my own house, | have sought refuge in this home"

Case B

Female, 63 yrs, widow, 2 sons, lived with second son's family. During the crisis of
displacement, the second son was arrested by security forces. The daughter- in-law left her
alone and joined her parents. The elder son went abroad during the crisis. She is hopeful

that her 2" son will be released. She said,

“"Although | am looked after in this home, | still long for the day, when | can join my

grand children.”

Case C

Male, 70 yrs., lost his wife in a bomb attack. Two daughters, one is at Vavuniya. He was
staying with the daughter in Jaffna. During the displacement, he was left behind by the
daughter and others. So far he has not heard any thing from them. Though feeling frustrated,

he still hopes to see his children again,
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There are many case studies, case stories... By analyzing these, the plight of the
inmates of these institutions and the factors that have pushed them into these institutions can

be summarized as follows :-

01.  Such institutionalization is the last resort for helpless elders, when family relations and
resources became severely strained. lronically, we find quite a number of immates
who have speat their wealth & life for the betterment of their kins.

02. Non- availability of kins, due to increasing trend of emigration, displacements,
disappearance and death due to the conflict and war situation.

03. More than 75% of the inmates is longing to rejoin their own families
In conclusion, institutionalization of these inmates has caused emotional change and
painful experience. They were very much affected by the changing attitudes of their

children and the loss of community.

Anxiety over 'kollikadan® the last rites by the son/close relative is a notable example
observed in these homes. High level of psychological breakdown is the result of all these

cultural expectations.

Policy question and suggesting

® This study re-iterates the present day sociological concern to care for the elders in the
family.

@ Also, endorses community based care for elders with state support. As Prof S.T.Hettige
says in one of his studies, the answer lies with community based care where their
families or relations but the families themselves are supported in some way (health care,
financial etc.) by the State.

@ Incorporate Value Education towards elders at school level and community level through
media and other modes of communication.

© Educate elders in the present day changes at family and community levels, with stress

on positive values of aging. The middle aged individuals should develop commitment
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1o an interest outside their job and family. Eg. Voluntary work in organizations, a second
career.. This represents a greater source of future dividends, a potentially more

constructive use of leisure time than seeking refuge in drink and other vices.

Finally, to make available the real fruits of our cultural meaning of family ties, it is
essential to put an end to the present day crises and to have a just and lasting political
solution, only then can we get back all the children and return to the peaceful life of elders

as well as youth.

THANK YOU

The TCT wishes to thank- URS. Berwert Mariya Berwert
and Monica Berwert of Zurich, Switzerland who have been

very supportive of Mr.V. Thiyagendran, founder of the Trust.
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S.K Trading Zurich
Proprietor: Mr.S.K. Nathan

An Establishment that allocates a substantial sum of its income
for the needs of the community.

An Establishment that serves the community without making much
ado, publicity of propaganda. Our best wishes go to it.

We wish to befriend S.K.Trading and incorporate its services in
our march towards progress and prosperity.
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% The good you do today people will often

forget tomorrow; Do good any way.

% Gratitude is the memory of the heart.
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SEVA (SERVICE)

R.Vasanthasenan,
Attorney-At-Law.J.P.U.M

Manipay.

"We do not understand the true meaning of the word “Service”". Man is born to render
selfless service. Selfless service alone can achieve unity and harmony. Only through unity
humanity can we attain Divinity. Service is very essential to understand unity in diversity.
People are under the impression' that Service is something rendered to others. Infact you
are doing it for yourself because the same principle of atma, the same principle of love exits

in all.

Service to mankind is service to the Lord. Service done selflessly sheds light within
and confers bliss. It leads to the understanding that one is not serving another but rather

the living God who resides within oneself as much as He resides in the person being served.

Service transforms Man. It brings out all that is great in Man. It broadens the heart
and widens one's vision. It enriches and uplifts. It reveals the purpose for which life has

been given.

Service must be offered as a sacrifice and with love. It is for the sake of love and
with love we should serve. The need of the recipient and the motive of the person who
serves are all important. God will not ask when and where we did service. But He will, ask

with what motive did we do it? What was the intention that prompted you to do it?

The first lesson in Service has to be learnt in the family circle itself. In the limited
and well knit family group of father, mother, brothers and sisters one must engage in loving

service and prepare for a wider seva that awaits one outside the home. The character of
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each individual member determines the peace and prosperity of the family. The character of
each family is the basic factor that determines the welfare and the happiness of the
community. And a Nation's progress is based on the strength and happiness of communities
which are its components. So for the welfare of the country and the entire world, the spirit of

service, great enthusiasm, pure motivation and unselfish alertness are urgently needed.

Take Hanuman as our example for seva. He served Rama, the prince of
righteousness, regardless of obstacles of all type. Though he was strong and virtuous he had
no trace of pride. When asked who he was by the Rakshasas of Lanka, he described
himself with all humility as the servant of Rama. This is the fine example of humility which

seva brings about. No one with an inflated ego can engage in Service.

We need those who take delight in selfless service but such men are rare indeed.
You who belong to any service organization must become a helper-eager to help the poor

and the needy. When the helper becomes the leader the world will prosper.

So my advice to you is to utilize every moment of your lives in the most beneficial
manner, to serve your fellowmen to the best of your capacity, to cultivate love towards all
mankind; to give up hate and malice. Believe that your God, the form that you revere is in

every one and sanctifies every act as worship of that form.

WARM WISHES

Thiyahie charitable Trust

Wishes its beneficiaries,

children and well wishers

Peace and Prosperity throughout the year.
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Poised at Navalar Road Jaffna in a quiet atmosphere.

(Proceeds from the Trade Centre are, utilized entlrelyffor

TCT’S community Projects) e
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Nature's Fury

Miss.G.Pavithrah,
Vembady Girls’ High School,

Jaffna.

God created living and non-living things on this earth to live together happily. Man,
animals, birds, reptiles, insects, amphibians and plants belong to living things. Land, water, air
and the elements belong to non-living things. Living and non-living things are natural
resources. In ancient times man lived in harmony with others. But after certain years he used
his advanced knowledge and developed him self step by step. When he became civilized, he
didn't care about the environment. He only thought about himself and spoiled the environment.
Because of his actions the environmental balance is disturbed. The results of these activities

are revealed through natural disasters.

The horrible experiences of disasters had awakened Man. At last he has realized the
importance of the environment. Environment is being polluted by the irresponsible actions of

unscrupulous people.

Of all the disasters, Tsunami was maost horrifying and dangerous. It attacked South
and Southeast Asian countries on 26 December 2004 Srilanka, Indonesia, India, Maldives
and Thailand were affected by the tidal Tsunami waves. The coastal area people were
severely affected. Most of the coastal area people, animals and trees were drawn into the sea
by the waves. Helpers were unable to reach the affected people. Some of them ran away
from those places, when the huge waves arrived, to protect their lives. They stayed in schools

and camps. Trees were up-rooted and the buildings were damaged.

Generous people rushed to help the victims. They brought essential things such as

food, clothes, medicines etc. The survivors were very sad because they had lost their family
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members, relations and valuable things. All of us helped these people in different ways
because we considered them as our relatives. They were in a pathetic situation. We
consoled them with kind words to ease their minds. The government and non-governmental
organizations helped to relieve them from their miseries. India, America, France, Japan, Italy
and many other countries rendered immediate assistance. They cared for the affected people

for they gave large sums of money and things.

The government provided tents and huts. Health officers sprayed insecticides. People
replanted saplings because huge trees had been up-rooted. Foreign medical teams visited the
places and organized free medical camps to treat victims. Organizations gave tools and
implements to the workers. Local and foreign people helped children to receive education.
The government supported the workers in obtaining employment. The government also issued

ration cards to the affected.

Some people are still staying in camps and experiencing severe hardships. Many

people are mentally or physically affected and are unable to do their daily work.

Their distresses remind us that we are never safe. The hardships we undergo are the
harvest of the harm we did to our environment. So we must protect our environment and live

in harmony with Nature
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TCT Staff and Volunteers went to action on I26.12.2004
to organize relief for the Tsunami Victims
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AMANWITH/AMISSION]

When | walked into the TCT office
that morning, | was surprised to see, at the
desk, a fair, middle-aged man in sarong and

T-shirt. We had never met before. He was

busy attending to the needy.

Many a time had | passed the TCT

complex down Navalar Road, Nallur but |

never cared to step in even out of curiosity. Then it happened. Mr.Thiyagendran had

come on a holiday and was available. | chose to meet him.

Meeting this charming, unassuming man was an experience. Extremely modest

and reluctant to talk about himself, | had to drag him into conversation.

Q : Tell me about your background
childhood and education.

your

A : My father Vamadeva was a P.W.D
overseer. | am the second among the five
children. My father was a tennis player. |
played football and hockey. | captained our
college hockey team (1969 - 1970). When |
moved to Ja-ela, | continued to take an
active part in sports. | played football for
Western province. | was also wrestling

champion. (W.P)

Q : When did you go abroad?

A : That's a long story. | went to India in
1976. From there | traveled overland to Iran.

| spent four years there.

Q : What did you do?

A : | was a Store- Keeper in a British firm.
Then | went to Greece. | worked for four

years in a Greek ship.
Q : You liked this job?
A : Well, the experience was worth it. | have

always been a rolling store. So | moved to

Switzerland in 1985. | started off doing odd
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jobs. Then | joined the present firm as a

mechanic. We dispose used cars. We

recondition vehicles and sell them to agents.
Q : What do they do with them?

A : They export them to Bulgaria, Poland,

Czechoslovakia and ...
Q : Tell me about your family.

A : | am married. | have two daughters and
a son. My daughters are doing Medicine and

the boy is doing Business Management.
Q : In Switzerland?

A : Of course. They were the first Sri
Lankan students to enter the Medical College

there.
Q : How proficient are they in German?

A : They have had their secondary education

in German. In fact my daughters are
proficient in three languages.
As translators their services are sought on a

regular basis.

Q : Ok. How were you motivated to embark
on your Charitable Trust?

HIITH] SADFITTODL UDIHTITID o o o o o o o g o, o, i, 5, 0 T 0, 5, L, 0 S 570 P, 5 P P 0 P50

A : | always remember my humble
beginnings. Things were not served on a
platter for me. | had to work hard. Still, |
work hard. | can work for more than 12
hours at a stretch. Perhaps | owe this to

sport.. What did you ask me?

Q : About the Trust. About going all out to
help the needy.

A : The purpose of our life is to do good.
You don't need any prompting. Your impulse
will guide you. | happened to be in Sri Lanka
when the Tsunami struck. | thought | must
do my part. | organized the Childrens Home.
On a visit to Maharagama Cancer Hospital |
saw for myself the plight the patients who
knew they were dying. A good number of
thern were in financial difficulties.... we
identified sixty such cases. They are now
paid a monthly allowance of Rs 500/= Now
the Trust is working in collaboration with the
doctors at the Jaffna Teaching Hospital. They

recommend those who need help.

Q : What
undertaken?

other projects have you

A : As you know, the War has played havoc
in the lives of our people. There are an

unprecedented number of widows in the
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community, We help 102 women - headed
families on a regular basis. We have also
identified 67 families that are very poor. We

pay them Rs 300/= per month.

Q : Don't you think that such assistance
keeps them in a state of dependence? As
the saying goes, rather then giving someone
fish daily, it is betier to teach him fishing.

A - | am mindful of that. Our training center

is offering vocational training for young

women.
Q : What do they train for?

A : Sewing. Dressmaking. We have already
trained three batches. Now, the fourth batch

(of 35) is being trained.

Q : Who are these trainees? How do you
select them?

A : We go to the somewhat backward areas.
There are young people who need some
guidance... some help. We train them. They
can go back and fend for themselves. They

4
motivate other youth.

Q : How do they make a start in life?
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A : We help them to get bank loans. In fact
we stand surety for them. Gradually they
become self reliant. We have ourselves

absorbed ten girls into our garment unit,

Q : | am aware that you are helping needy
students in a big way. Could you give me
details please.

A : Yes. The Trust pays stipends to about
1500 students from the rural schools. It is
channeled through the principals. Each child
opens a savings account with the bank. We
pay Rs 150/= to 200/= monthly. The child
can withdraw money only with the permission
of the principal. The Trust has alsc helped
some schools with desks, chairs, cupboards

etc.

Q : How about the health sector?

A : With the help of some volunteer doctors

we organize medical camps in backward

areas.

@ : How do you reach the community?

A : Through leaders- through community

centers. Without their

participation it is

impossible.
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\Q : Any other project you hav_e mooted with Q : Excellent. Isn't environmental protection

ity participation?
\
A : ‘I will mention one. Kaitady is a fairly
backward area. We have built 25 toilets
there. We supply the building materials. The

community provides the labour.

your concem too?

A : Why not? A lot of our palms have been
destroyed during the War., We issued 3500
coconut seedlings. We have also issued
perennial plant seedlings to temple, schools

and other public institutions.

Mr. Thiyagendran's social consciousness is amazing. There are people waiting to

see him

to seek assistance. | see hope in their faces. They are sure the TCT

will help them. | leave impressed and inspired.

S.Pathmanathan.

Thiyahie Charitable Trust
Hatton National Bank Ltd.
Jaffna

Alc No: 86548019

CHARITY

Invitation to be partners in our charitable
service

Philanthropists and well-wishers who wish to be partners in
our charitable activities are welcome to send
contributions to the under mentioned accounts.

in their

TCT Childrens' Home
Hatton National Bank Ltd
Jaffna.

A/e No : 14465011
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PROPOSED
LANDMARK PROJECTS FOR 2006

FUNERAL SERVICE

In our social set up conducting a funeral has become a burden - financially. The
worst - affected are the poor who pawn / sell their jewellery or raise loans on ruinous
terms to give a decent funeral to the departed. The Trust is drawing up a plan to help the

very needy to do the last rites to their beloved.

STIPEND TO NEEDY STUDENTS

It is proposed to give a monthly stipend of Rs 750/= each to needy students of
the Medical Faculty, Jaffna University. The beneficiaries will be identified in consultation

with the Dean, Medicine and the Medical Students Union.

THANK YOU

The TCT wishes to thank Mr.Sellathurai
Laxman proprietor, Subarani Jwellers 185 % Sea

Street, Colombo-11 for his unstinted support to our
endeavours.
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& Education is the abilty to meet life's

situtation.

< The great aim of education is not knowledge
but action.
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Nadaraja Gobika
Vaddu Hindu College

Balasuntharam Kawsana
Idaikurichi Sri Subramania Vidyalayam.
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Education for children from vulnerable families
development support by thiyahie charitable
trust fund : A model

Mrs. P.Rajeswaran
Director,
INS-GD Moolai Chulipuram,

Srilanka.

Scholarships were offered to 52 children from poor families identified from all the
(30) schools in Chankanai D.S.division in the year 2004. The children were selected by

teachers and principals of the respective schools.

Thiyahie Trust Fund provided Rs 200/= per month to each child as support for its
education. In all 59 children are benefited. Every month the parents of the children meet at
the INS-GD training centre. Representative from Thiyahie Charitable Trust and micro finance

officer from INS-GD meet the parents and handover the grant to them personally.

The Assistant Director of Education Chankanai D.S.division called the meeting of all

the school principals and briefed them about this arrangement.

Children are encouraged in their education and their progress monitored by their
respective class teachers and principals. In 2004 Vaddu Thirunavakkarasu school student
Paramanathan Sunthara Nadarajah got through the 5 Std scholaship exam. Inl2005 Vadu

Hindu college students Kobika Nadarajah got 130 marks and passed the same Exam.

Parents are mobilized for regular saving habit (small amount) and motivated to start /
improve Income Generation Activities supported by INS-GD. Five parents received loans of
Rs.60000/= from the microfinance project of the INS-GD for poultry and cattle rearing four

parents got revolving loans of Rs.40000/= each for Income Generation.
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Children from vulnerable groups got an opportunity to come up in thier life by the
Thiyahie Trust Fund. The parents of these children got and opportunity to learn the savings

habit.

Start self employment to increase their income level.

This experience can be shared with others and extended to other locations. Thus

education becomes the entry point for development.

+ Education is the key for all success

% A Successful man is he who
can lay a firm foundation with bricks that
others throw at him

¢ When you talk, you can say something you
know when you listen, you may learn what
someone else know
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THE GENESIS OF THIYAHIE CHARITABLE TRUST

S. Thurairajah,
19, Pandarakulam Lane,

Jaffna.

‘Nallur' literally means The Good Country' of hallowed traditions, the abode of Lord
Murugan, a temple of mustic fervour and the birth place of Hindu Revivalist and Savant. Srila
Sri Arumuka Navalar. The attributes of Nallur are numbers and it is a wonder of wonders in
close proximity to the birth place of the savant has risen a charitable institution of startling
munificence, breath taking in scope, dedicated to serve the needs of the poor, the poorest
among the poorer to wipe out their tears, to succour the widows and orphans, to feed. clothe
and educate the darlings of chill penury and supply the basic wants of the incurables the
forgotten children of God!. It is a fantastic venture of an inspired individual whose God given

bounty is spent on the poor as that alone is always retained here and hereafter,

The originator of this grand project unaided by any, unseen and divinely inspired, is
blessed by the Deas in High Heaven reminiscent of "KHAMA DHENU'the ever yielding
heavenly cow of the milk of human kindness and the "KATPAKATHARU" the wish fulfilling

heavenly tree, that our ancient lore had proclaimed in trumpet tones.

This rara-avis, the prime source of this project, divinely inspired with a vision, mission
and a mandate with a heart of gold, of intimate variety shuns the lime - light revelling in all
his actions and disbursing his gifts so much so that his right hand is unaware of what the left

hand does!

His ideal is "Charity to all and malice to none : ever do good : at all the times, here
and now, to the lost and forlom for tomorrow may be late"
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This great humanist, lover of the fallen and the weak is not bound by man made
barriers and discriminations and follows the dictum of Saint Valluvar and Poetess Auvvalyar
remaining far from the maddening crowd ignoble strife with his sober wishes hidden from the

public glare! That indeed is the high water mark of this munificent person one in a million.

He is the gifted son of Late Mr.Vamadevan and he rightly bears the name of
THIAGENDRAN-Like GOD INDRA, a symbol of self sacrifice. If his father had been alive
today, he would have rejoiced at the humanitarian activities of his dear son! After all, who is
the father who would not have rejoiced at the humanitarian activities qf his dear son. After all,

who is the father would not have prized such a son.!

The existence of the THIYAHIE CHARITABLE TRUST at Nallur at the present time is
a boon to hundreds of families displaced. Jobless, with their breadwinners old or sickly or
dead. Verily verily, Mr.Thiagendran's munificence at a time as the present time in our part of
the country in the life of the poor in the midst of many trials and tribulations is a great boon.
His t:oad - based innovative enterprises contribute to the success of his noble mission ably

assisted bv like minded personnel who form backbone of his organization.

Anyone would be touched by Mr.Thiagendran's grand design to rejuvenate society, to
serve the poor, the depressed, the suppressed and the oppressed by vicious circumstances

that are a stumbling block for the regeneration of a vibrant society.

May this compassionate servant of society flourish and prosper and be blessed by
the three and thirty Angels of the universal Lord for his noble task to continue unhindered like
the ever flowing river in all this plenitute showering on him and his Trust the SUMMER'S

AEUNDANCE and Winter's supply for the glory of mankind

OM SHANTHI!  SHANTHI!  SHANTHI
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TCT CHILDRENS' HOME

It's no exaggeration to assert that children are the most valuable asset of a nation.
Further it is today's children who are to become tomorrow's citizens and leaders. It is
therefore imperative on the part of individuals, Society and the state to provide the maximum

facilities and safety to children particularly during the formative infant and adolescent stages.

Nevertheless during the last three decades in a country like Sri Lanka where ethnic
violence'and continuous war has become the order of the day, where real peace is honoured
more in the breach than in the observance particularly in the North - East province children
have become the most vulnerable sector of the population. The civil war in Srilanka has
rendered thousands of children homeless, limbless and destitutes. The position has been
further aggravated by the natural catastrophe of tidal waves which took place on the 26 of
December, 2004. Roughly 30 to 40 thousand people lost their lives on this terrible day for no
fault of theirs and equal number of persons have lost their homes, their dear and near ones

and all their worldly possessions.

On the fateful day when tsunami caused havoc in the northern and eastern parts of
Sri Lanka our founder happened to visit Pt.Pedro the northernmost point of Jaffna to provide
charity and make donations to the needy. He was unaware just like any one else as to what
has in store in a minute two. Within the twinkling of an eyelid he withnessed with his own
eyes the great deluge that engulfed the coastal belt of the Jaffna peninsula. The rest is part

of history which the whole world is aware of.

This personal firsthand experience moved him to tears and left a deep impression in
his mind. By nature a man of altruism and overflowing philanthropic disposition he was

determined and took a firm decision to provide a children's Home to the destitute children.

The outcome of his decision is the childrens' Home that is located at No 595,

Navalar Road, Nallur, Jaffna, which was founded in Jaunary, 2005. This establishment initially
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provided refuge to the children who were well and truly affected by the Tsunami in Point
pedro. They were chapersoned personally by the founder on 26.12.2004, to the new home
where they were to live thereafter. Today the number of children in the home has risen to

eight and many more are viceing with each other and knocking at the door to get admission.

A combination of reasons and factors has prevented the administration to promptly
provide shelter to every child who seeks it. The state rules and regulations on admission to

childrens' home have a restrictive impact in the in take of children to the children's home.

Domiciled in the playground of Europe namely Switzerland for several years our
founder is well aware of the high regard in which children Home are held in that country and
is deeply concerned that in his homeland where such Homes are most needed there is much
to be desired. He is deeply conscious that every child has three aspects namely body, mind
and spirit and that an education which caters to the development of all these aspects should
be imparted to that children. Besides the provision of food, clothing and shelter they need

love, care and attention most.

Many well - wishers and like mined persons assisted the founder in this endeavour.
Special mention should be made of Mr. Varendran, chartered Accountant and his family who
provided the building to house this Home, Mrs.Gnanabikai who donated children's toys and
play things such as merry go round, pyramid, Sea shore, slide and swings to the value Rs.

110000/=. Our grateful thanks are due to them.

The Internationals childrens' day on 1/10/2005 was celebrated by us on a grand note
by conducting competitions and contests staging plays with active participation of the children
in the neighbourhood. Gifts were awarded to the Children. On the completion of the first year
of existence of this home may we pray to the almighty that this name should go from strength

to strength serve as a becon to the entire Jaffna peninsula in the years to come.
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Mr and Mrs. Varendran of Nallur who have generously -giv\e}l.
their house on a rent - free basis for running the T.C.T
Childrens’ Home
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Expression of Thanks Contributions from
U.S.A

We profusely thank the following generous hearted Ladies and Gentlemen for their

contributions towards the welfare of Children of the Children's Home.

Thelma T. Fernandez. M.D $ 100
Reginala Sampson U.S.A $ 100
Sierra Gastroenterlogy U.S.A $ 250
Burkey Cox Evans U.S.A $ 150
Verne Thangavel U.S.A $ 151
Mrs. Anusha Nair U.S.A $ 100
Dr. Hong U.S.A $ 300
Mr. Krishnan U.S.A $ 30
Rita U.S.A $ 20
Dr. Mrs. Selva gna U.S.A $ 200
Mrs. Saro $ 25
Mr.Mrs. Parameswaran U.S.A $ 600
Mrs.P.Gnany- Play items for Children's home Rs 110000/=
. . . .
Sera)] FePBHHBSHD
Capeman BN 613:T60
6060 AFUIG6D
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“Giving to the poor is real Charity,
All other gifts are investments for return
: / ‘f?,f";"/fl‘r!//a’z‘t‘.'H‘
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527+ Navalar Roads
Nallur. baidibenwodian Fburbia -
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