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¢ &, 1.302 enbBo®ripd def 8w Hewlehs momwsmn®s
[00; O9EE Sosreend Owrn] Grneasndied Sa.

orgrepwsiig (.o, 1.30 wesfis s o uigf. LITEE SO BTET
it fioradridlly a5l 9frd Cnrg | e BN TTH 6.

The Parliament met at 1.30 p.m, MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE
HON. CHANDIMA WEERAKKODY] in the Chair.

8 oFarniw BEwzI8®
FWILNGSUUL L LgH T &er
PAPERS PRESENTED

e emlerl wmed 2012 ©:88n go Dioest sewd and
qo@ecd @dp oz HIE E@vep efond drniofnd cbn
emedn Hlcdon (polgnd Dnbedtied 154¢(4) Dubdb
@), - I'afgauaa\ ;: 29 H0 mem m ®oln 20gn
a@mun® e duddm Bvmn BRI o feuld
QenDilm Som)

sawedon On Hdw wuad Hewlo Do =8
Frnrefi GHe Gligdod o1 L soarufie_ s o gy,
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

od foxld @@DEDm Oumn (Sce®skm W
Yoo g8mmn® 0w gealf) sldbed gom

.S mryE)

(s ufl SGaray  (mewsurser - B aupis s,
U5 TSV SO LIL B HLDEF(HLD DTETRISS Sri e
pEHBHTOTFTEID)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply

and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)

o0, Hewds DCisntnn®s, DhiE8n m de olon
welmonde glmnnih elmnebsy 88 2008 e &ad 31
8 Gomd ebend § Disg o 9-B8esic®e mbawsy
B8Eag BIs8 coeden mlvreed glns S&Uced
Doliznl @E8usf mEB.

028 Llmb D8Exde i ¥e wlos De@owmda
@Yy BEIE crodam mdm sl owl me gn B
28 gwuidsn »a8.

Same 88wz 8, atvr @8 e,
aflsara sl Bdane i’ (B sriayd Glarsariie s gy,

(] Ly i, C
Cleestion put, and agreed to.

0J Bosld @addls Bumn

(worsrydls SCeursag Hewaut Hear)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

0 Bewdss mdzvenndf, osedn  gPmsnds
@Cb]@%;::sf 2@ 2010 odzs sow § Subdlmed @wm
ediwed EabBm Er8mb gE8us o,

GBE Lol ceeds miyn BEdg coodem mdm
LT el e un VB B8 suldon @mdE.

GEma E8ez 857, wow 0®8m Jao.
ey sl am L (B ST @n TSraT L ).
Cheestion put, and agreed fo.

00 oxle @e&bbdm Sum

(wrsordls HBaway @ sravi o)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

oo Howlds wlizmsmnil, owln m0gn
Ao o 880m efmunds ebmetis 88 2010 o8sw
©Been Hfim Dmod DeBoumbst munmed £258m
Eolim00 @EBunf mdB.

GBE Dl ewebs 20um © Bygeem 8-O8lm
Wy "_E fs&.,aq CLEGEm mdm 8vbl owd) Be ¢y Wb
28 swrtizn OB,

e 8w =857, van adEn So.
flrT PSR oA G E e L gt.
Cluestion put, and agreed 1o,

o0 2w D88m d&dn Bwm (84Gac v AceB

§@omsn@n)

(wrewylls url L efl sle reawsuds - e suigyy,

SemnFai)

(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka - Minister of Power

and Energy)

@ Hewdss D nemn@h, 2010 B¥ss scw § @
gPon Feedd elmobeod D:8Bm Dlimb &3 erattatod
I8,

STl ds )

GB8 Dlmd BeEac @ Acend mign BEsc
CBeCem mim 8wl owd Be ¥ B 88 eafdoy
S8,

gdmw SPwzm &, www 808m Ju,
aflsmir el GERLILC G sipmd Cmmsian i o g,
Question put, and agreed to.

od; ABCE edfve Gdvm Sum (288m w-DRm

2Bamnn@a)

(wramydleg Quetlsy Grramewr rreusay - QurgenrrsTr

Stilallinss syemiwdsi)

{The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa - Minister of Economic

Development)

0 Dewsdts wlwmemnisd, sus acest Dl8m

Do8mo B8 EBanf mds.

(i) 2010 B&se wgm &
D088 Dm0,

(i) 2010 S&ss wcwn § @ 8Eds clmBod DxdBm
Colmnb;

(i) 2010 BB scw § (o0 3B e 3-O8 eTmBed
80882 Oolimol;

(iv) 2010 B&ss e § @ c800 &
DB taa(‘st.\ao,

(v) 2010 &8ss wsem § con 08i0m obdlm
elmmbod LalB Endmot;

(v} 2010 &&mw wewn 00w @-080m adtico Dxb8m
Eadmat;

(vii) 2010 ©8ss @cw § con wddm gobls
wabivaed LolBm ol

(viii} 2010 ©8za ocen § @@
Deloumdes csnmed D58s

(ix) 2010 & ween § oo \mq
Eadmat.

o pewds Sabieed

50 aZwnBod

g9 Eho’w} @Y eyocE
Eolimnd; e
moliaraed L2858

BT Dolmy ad8m 5280w

madm @by ouwd b o) %
‘"1 [ t

y BEF¢ cuedam
EEIten WO,

e B8z 8y, et ed8p Ja.

allsori T RESLL ST YE G ket v £t

Chiestion put, and agreed to.
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2011 D5se mews woadmefm m e 20¢n edmsrasd SED 9&8or mom ¢ cornd® Bosy coned ¢ mudm
20003 ;00w g529 w8 Hewlo o &,

FLOTFLREF u:“gg],r:iss'amm{} .'_'—,‘.’.rr.-':__.-g;,.fu;_s;ydl BApyEEF Frile &

Eabmad.- [eodmefim v e 20gn edwos od 3.8, dnmen
Bum ebnid og ferld @@iiln Suos)
el amawule e’ ).

Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.

omwedoss O 30 gpol Hewlo dm &
Frrinefr G860 @lphsd S smswulle i gy
Ordered to lie upon the Table.
yEHOEO DB BERTy
alledT T &5 Ehd (& euTiiepsy allenL_ge6ir
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Hewdts msnomnes

(Drdléd surBruss oyaurssr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

owibey myn n DYoo SLElm mTygn B3¢
coodom D0 swed Dilmb, &8 mdm wwel awss
o6 Bcd ecwdead® Svm D857 BEoIDE - I
o130 oo,

HBeodths mrnamn®
(Nrad surprusi gsuissr)

eunle®
LDEN)1 558 61T
PETITIONS

od Digaedd zuznomimnd Bwme (hfim wss W
0®d HmoddQmn a@imnn@)

(wrawmylly surs@gau preowrwsstr - Gasdlw Cwrflssr,
Fepas @ HELLIUTL (B BsDIEFiT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara - Minister of National
Languages and Social Integration)

@d; Bowdts mSomnumndd, 88 swn seon cuFed

cwes BEomDE.

(1) acwieed, cFBEDm, gm 100 3 1 edm ddomad
28 &.88 0808 L8888, gfnmun Svmeosy
Cidlen euslnd;

(2) G503, uBdmum tad, g 115 um EExneud
02:8 om.d. 2808w Enmensy 3@ eond;

(3) acemd, Ecoslomd, wlmyd, em 25 «om
gomed 888 ¢ 0cf83e Swmeost =F<
Gl

(4) ©BoBoewt 03, B8 =6, em 274& com dlamed
82-0 efitst Gud3d Svumeast @gq euned;

(5) =nGenee, Bof d, 405 slle, gm 6/40 wom
gomed ol  deddteded ediewd
Ewmoeesy Cia4q eunled;

(6) ©¢BOE, ®bRum end, am 62¢ com dlomed ©g-8
28.L0E. edeE B8R Eumensy G euninE;

(7))  wlumemd, eadsizwd, "dem eubn" 8§ .8 8.8,
QERET gabucoes Bwmensy @@es eosfud;

(8) cRomd, v ode =50 &Y. E8nnd Eumeom
CEe ounlnd);

(9) »Yedemd, codduids, cFode, am 791 wn
Hlumeud ut-f e8.£56.48. vuw BumnewsT @
@emniE; oW

(10) Gxs@Bus, Gos@Bs ©a6, g 68/5 028 EB.&e.
Jmrnsn Snmoeost (8] suoiad.

@0 SFOS gzIOA Bwum

(reiflE all&Li ghsaf)

{The Hon.Victor Antony)

@G Bowdds mSisnemn@s, eegcEe, omeeBmim,

BEmlnim 626, 428 & Rbed ©8-0 dd.on.dd. geolmmam
2ufucnst (g cofedn BEnsIo.

{The Deputy Speaker)
adm g-= 2-1636/'11-(2), od Z<lm eiiden Evmo.

O AdEm 8Bdes Bwm
(orsirydlg bsla Lglremn)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

@ Rewdts mlimusnniB, 88 I8 gama gumts.

©d Boris gwmbidn Bumw

(wirsvaryuflig HCsoreig (& emrsui ge)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

od Bewds mlrmemn®s, ooedn gmund

otmeds] 88 &8 gdmet BEnC &8 wcwn Sraum moEum
QEE BImin.

palna @ Emmé plbsn’ BEED Hewlw mdm =F.
sxllsarasmey wfq}g’@rg Bawgan Fodih lsas s soaralle o gy
Cuestion ordered to stand down.

Headths mSirnamn®:

(Nrdld sursrusi oauissr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

5@ o 3-1986/'11-(2), @6 088 dusdns dwm.

@0 (88 duedmd Bwm
(wramyllg swrds pwissr)
(The Hon. Dayasin Jayasekara)

0o Bewlds mmmumntf, 38 &8 gdms ewmis.

®c Sevld gembiim Swvm

(oramyulls HBaray geawsutser)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena) -

od; Bewids Drremnds, @ w B8 sloum
Eoonnt eDnelsy 88 &8 gdmal BEnT 8 ey e

%)
@¢m e gcde 8Oma.

oame O Enm pffon 5800 Hewlo mdm 8.
aflarrema DEDTE S Fiwd Cfdsd i smarulit o g,
Ouestion ordered 1o stand down,

Baadehs mdrzmann®
(Ulrdlé surmmust oy auissm)
(The Deputy Speaker)

gam gom 7-1831/'11-(1), @6 ¢ lm viido Somo.

@5 f¢8m udce Bumm
(wrenTyllig yssle LdlrsT)
{The Ion. Buddhika Pathirana)

@6 Bowits minemn@B, 88 &8 gdma eomba.
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o0 Qesld g&bdlm Bunw

{ranryblg HBarag 6T T HeT)

(The IHon, Dinesh Gunawardena)

©¢; Hewdds DCmumnEd, LdEhle wm g oo
Sonmdes eBimnnds ebmetsy 88 08 ydmed BEnd
@ escen Bowam maEe o e B,

S@a Bz el p&Bus 580 Hewlo wmdm &
sillsorasmay Gl s e HHE Feod s e et Ll i gt
Chiestion ordered lo stand down.

Heowudds mSmnamn®

(Jrdlé surprust geuTsar)

{The Deputy Speaker)

gam gem 9-2121/11 (1), 0 88 duesmd Buom.

00 (088 duedmd Swvm

(wrsmydlig swrdln muGssar)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

©d Howlds mSiwemnls, 88 68 guma cwmbs.

@6, YO emmEDe Bwso (Bdw ® BwEdo
Aewdts g@mnrn)

(wrasryuflg  dliwse QETSsorare) - HMDPEEIST,
Op@Repsrmasst Ulird semwdsi)

(The Hon. Nirmmala Kotalawala - Deputy Minister of Ports
and Highways)

g, Boewds DCisnwemn®dl, Dde ® Bwdis

gEomnnE obumebs! @8 &8 gumed BEnd 28 wscw
Saeaam oEeE 9EE BSmDs.

oalna 819 & pElon BB Hewdw mdm 3¢.
alflarranas HEDIE SaTHSln FndiRdsdk sl smamul i gy,
Cuestion ordered to stand down.

Aoeadts S1snomn®a

(Ul &lé sUTBIWLST BjauT&siT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

adm gom 12-1832/11- (1), oo AT shd e Swm.

@ B vlces Do

(e flg yssle Lglremr)

{The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

0o Hoeudds atiovenn@S, moy nE osim S

oy D So8s 8 d gaows qumbs.

0 ot @ebbm Bwsn

(wrawytllg SCarag & wealt sear)

{The Ilon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

06 Bewids mmoenn®d, € oeds gEmun®s

obmebs] &8 gdmul BEmc 28 mawn Biwam magws
2 BOmTa.

o O Emm pfBonl 5880 Hewlw mom GE.
aflearanay BEDTE SIOTHDID FeoTih Pasd wi o smewall i’ &)
Cuestion ordered to stand down,

2012 geeddn 10 920

Do8® 6080z ¢BmaBew: Sugdsy
of g sllallmsd) SFsrrasnl. FTrSlSHsT
ROAD DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY: DRIVERS
2122711

14. 00 42088 Sweeudnd Swm
(wiraimifls swrdle) mwGsasr)
(The Hon. Davasiri Jayasckara)
E0s w0 Ben@de g@imnnBenst oy gema - (1)
(@) (i) @de ©bils RoBed enBn eddim
Be3Ee0 aunt Buedsy o8t amsda;
(i) ©s 2005 8 2011 exfor mae BED e
Aectonmy Buedsy e-0108 emmseng;
(i) 2&o7 goBsy elowy s gunm obo
Hewes 0 gl Busgony e300 ominlang;
(iv) oo Swd mg Bugosied »@ wv G
Hewed mg dotds casmm wmbele,
(V) o8 Bugds? gy codm ¢ DY abe
punmasieas’ GRgcHs mdeem Seds;
@iz &8s ucwsy momendc?
() ooneed 8, &emc?

Simmpstisst, OBEEFFTMEOSET HYENWESFWHIS e T

afleTm:

(=) (O ofd S NallmsH SFsrreemnuulst
omfsfessiun. L ussium G rgslseTu
srydlaeflsr sraweniisame wWrGlGHTLMSWD,

(i) 20059th gysm® Osmdew 2011oub geErdH
64 6D T TEaT s reoltLgAuiled <y Gaiiiys
@aFinutuod L FrrslaetisT sTaToRT e

w mrlEaiT LM U LD;

(i) @aurseflsd b ore Snusthismss
afl@allssiul Berer srrdsaflsr sramenfisamae
WGl ST S 1D,

(iv)  oysusurmi aflBaflssiiu’ L srrdleeflsr
Quuwissr whmiy  euisst  allPallésl
ul @Blsirsr GFE  BmieieThssr wimemey

6TSBT LIS )LD,
(v) Guhuig FTTHSBEmESF Clea)ds LD
FLOLIGTEIGET FbubsILC L Boysueri

safledlmhgy  Berefitiys  Gedudiul Bsrersr
STETLIN S| D
Sysut @Gl NGeurrr?
(o) @=r8mebd, syavi?

asked the Minister of Ports and Highways:
(a)  Will he state-

() the number of drivers belonging to the
approved cadre of the Road Development
Authority;

(i) the number of drivers recruited during the
period from the year 2005 to 2011,

(i) the number of drivers who have been
released to the other government
institutions out of them;
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[ B8 duedmd Swm)

(iv) the names of the drivers so released and the
stale institutions to which they have been
released; and

(v) whether the salaries paid to them have been
reimbursed by the relevant institutions?

(b)  Ifnot, why?

Hoewadds mOiznamn@

(Ursld surprwsi spsurssr)

{The Deputy Speaker)

& gdmet onBoy oE edEmbie, BEnd e¢mEac?

@0 (88 daedmd Bwmn
(wrsawylls swrdp mwGssr)
(The Hon. Dayasir Jayvasekara)
EmO BEmOS memtac?

0o B8 emmEDE Pwm
(orewyuils Blirwa Qsrssarais)
(The Ion. Nirmala Kotalawala)
Emeac? [@plh REE]

00 088 Soedmd Bwvm

(orawylls swrdnf mwuBssr)

(The Hon. Dayasirn Jayasckara)

BEmG ecrim. BEQJ ecovm, o edeslosy oynb.

©d BEBE emmERE Buwmn

(orsworybls Bl Blarssaraa)

{(The Hon. Nirmala Kotalawala)

o Hoewds HSuwmamn®B, 2dhe w SmnEsde
e@imnnih ebmedsy & &8 ydmed BEnd ecmba.

() (i) 56683.
(i) 3003,
() =Bo -058.
gosoyms - 118.
Emmd - 168
(v)
2083 manm sy §onmSe
| | »ne Hewd g punsms '
01 | exi.8.08 5o BB o e emed
| @wma gtowm tn agsmd
! 1 a0
02. | & BOyEe Com | Sudn edi Huxd
| malcr-n

senl o o seE S1Em

GEamzo- @

e-fznadinm w0 MG BTED

auaﬁi},.o @

08 Enlin o 8= alon
DU ¢imisr@n

oum.oob..8e
AoIEnd o
04 B.eE.£B8.8, oBm
_ swds Snon

05. | &.08.8.05.

| dudnn Sonm

guszimd ¢ w88 - donded o
Sonied molviced oldsss HeElBs v &do

D80 glmbed olms o REihis 8w 88 9-080m
Duoas qog mOym B¢ R08.

0

ol | 0AED.E.8E. edldBnl Dwme
02 | 28.20.8.8.08. Omn® Bty |

03 } DAEL.A. 6:84 Ew

04 | &51.8.008. DE@BE Svmo

05 ol 8.8.6C. »0gmdns Bum

06 LAGEL.EE. go-n Emmo

07 | S.09.08. asin @om R

oBsInd oo WG - B mbvs BEDEL

Eale wD8lm glmmled gluses BEdisl 28w
oo 308D DroeadisiD goe »Eyn B BEE.

(v) 386 counm scwn G wmd e Bugdied D08
&8 oy glindeey mod.

0]

01 B.68.205. z:ioaem @0

02 DAEL.2E. qedpebils Sno

03 | &&.3. D6ER0 Swm

04 DREL.8. mEs? oo

() o eoomd.

©0 8B doednmd Bum

(orairyllis swrdy mwlssr)

(The Hon. Dayasin Jayasekara)

od Bewlts miwvaennd, Sed sgltiB eng
gadma 88 eomb. of Bewalds 85988, Adonds
sg  Sle o080z  gloobuel, @&be @-biTm
edmbows Bugds Hewd mde Seaslest oumie?
othme oEimbousy s mobnm S8x) 505 s
oenmund Hewd Domt o, Ao sgoy ewbl &
Bucdst Bewd meg o Bucs 98 qunis o @B3. o
@bnebale, mde & ew Hewd »oe Seasiem?

o0 BEEE emmEde Bumo

{tor syl Flirvosy Qsrésarsaim)

(The Ilon. Nirmala Kotalawala)

©d, PuifndR, ddoedd s swel glwm o
sEomd q@a“ma«@@;ﬁ PCEEE B8 & climmenad Hewd
@I dedsfen. & hhed® est € gmsracemy Ty
yEgcoes Db,
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@07 2088 dwedmd B

(wrerylle swrdg pwGssr)

(The Hon., Dayasin Jayasekara)

@d; Bowdts mCimunndB, ed ectiB end odms
B8 gwmm 2298, 80 58 Decws? Bandhd Sasles?
. 08 yBycens H0e8E b E8sY Bel® ¢uuim, a8ud
eunmniEn & gdudos ©ad el sy BoE. 8
COPE ¢&odE & o B8y Ewld® gdm mer. ® uf
Bucost & & erxummbeEd Bewd med sded & gog el
T gfgdens o Sfgead onw, 8o @080
edmabud,

82 ousis o @A8, 8anés & BEEIcD v IE o8
B8 Huaw Bdoud ombe Boes. Audil query don o@w
E8Y EoTE dmih.

G BBOE emmEDE Busn

(rewry g Blirne Q&rssnTae)

{The Hon. Nirmala Kotalawala)

Efe 2:800m olmbed eldm Bugd w@dmd
5668. &8s og ozl B0 gommeeded @
oconlnedsindeEd Hewd »moc Heastenm. dewd
gfligdens ol mwm® & BEICD owumn SE =Odgnm
DOsIHB.

Headds mdmnamnn®

(Drdllé surprwst syaurssr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

DHIED enc YEHS - .

@cdm DT,

gadm e 1-1384/°11-(2), o8 38 miononsm Swmo -
286 o>,

5@ e 4 -2247/'12- (2), 06 Beds gofnzoam Bwm.

od crYdxs? BByEc Dwm
(rawyllE ashgwnsit Sfsrsda)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

@d Beuadds msnamn®8, o Bde edmsunm

Ewm ebmebsy @ 28 gdma ewmba.

wd; Berld @eadlds Bume

(oremflE £@arey @ avranser)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

©d Bewits »Oremn®d, Zed v pEodoim
o@mnn® ebmebst @ 68 gdmad BEnd 28 scw
SacH oE 9.

sawa O Emnd plbur! 8800 Hewle iz &
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asked the Minister of External Affairs :

(a) Will he state-

(i) the course of action followed by the
Ministry of External Affairs when
nominating persons for consular offices in
Sri  Lanka which represent foreign
counkries;

(ii) the time taken by the local authorities to
approve it, when such an appointment is
proposed by the relevant country:

(ii)) the qpualifications that the proposed persons
are required to possess; and

(iv) whether the government of the relevant
country or the relevant person is informed
if thexre is a problem with regard to granting
approval to a nomination after a country
has nominated its representative?

(b)  If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs+:
(a)  Will he state-

(i) the number of graduates in the Scrvice of
Sri Lanka Police: and

(ii)  the aforesaid number as a percentage of the
entire Police Force?

(by  Will he inform this House whether -

(i) there is a specific procedure followed by the
Depariment of Police to grant promotions to
graduate police personnel:

(i) a special sclection procedure is followed by
the Department of Police when promoting
graduate police personnel to the post of Sub
Inspector: and

(iii) the Department of Police has made
arrangements to recognize graduate police
personnel?

() Ifnot, why?
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(2) ()sirGmev, srsmr?

asked the Minister of Petroleum Industries :

(a) Will he state the loss caused to the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation due to the importation and
distribution of substandard petrol?

(®)  Will he admit that-

(i) there was a connivance from the top to
bottom in this fraud; and

(ii) the fraud was exposed only through the
vigilant trade union members?

(¢) Will he submit to this House the report on
imgoning substandard petrol handed over on the
29" August, 20117

(@ Wil he statc-

(i) the name of the officials involved in this
fraudulent business;

(i) the action taken against them; and

(iii) the rcasons for punishing the officers
involved in this fraud eagerly meanwhile
the higher officers caught in the hedging
scam are allowed to behave freely?

(¢) Ifnot why?
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DEVELOPING A STRONG SRI LANKAN IDENTITY

[2.00 p.m.]

©d; 68 moemrnem Bwmn

(wrsvsrflig rall &nanTHrLSs)
{The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
I move,

“That this Parliament resolves that the requirement to state one’s
race and religion in government documents is an impediment and an
inhibition to develop a strong national identity be dispensed with™.

Thank yvou. Hon. Deputy Speaker. for giving me this
opportunity to move a Private Members' Motion at a time
when I think it is most appropriate and timely. As vou
know, Sri Lanka is a little Island in the Indian Ocean,
which is striving to ensure that we make a very
prosperous Sri Lanka. We are blessed owing to the fact
that we have a multiracial and multireligious society. The
very composition of this fabric is what makes a truly Sri
Lankan identity. But,owing to the fact that we have been
led by many forcign nations belore Independence and
subsequently politicians who have utilized their political
power not in order to cnsure that we put Sri Lanka
together but sometimes to polarize us has led to a breach
of the Sn Lankan identity, from my perspeclive.
Therefore, it is timely that we look at S Lanka from its
proper perspective. You look at countries such as
Singapore. which has three big communities: you look at
Malaysia, they can be proud when they say that they are
Singaporeans, they are Malaysians. Even if you go to
bigger countries such as India. you have the same feeling
that comes out of them naturally rather than it is extracted
out of them. When I add Malaysia, Singapore. I would
also like to add Switzerland, which has many races that
get together and make the Swiss community.,

Hon. Deputy Speaker. you could see that the
Portuguese led us from 1305 to 1796. the Dulch from
1796 to 1815 and the British from 1815 to 1948, that was
the pre-Independence period. The post-Independence has
led us for more of a cconomic change (hat took place.
But, the most important aspect that comes today is: are
we. S Lankans umited in its purpose? Are we, S
Lankans, moving towards a strong Sri Lankan identity
that we can basically boast oursclves of? We have it in
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us. But, why is it that we arc unable to cherish the goals
that we can look at. We have gonme through many
turbulent times: we have gone through racial problems.
Thank God. we have not gone through any religious
problems but we can see the makings of such taking place
in the last couple of months.

So, we must ensure that we cradicate this irritance,
this sand in the gears, so that we move forward towards a
strong Sri Lankan identity. What do I mean by a strong
Sri Lankan identity? In 1948, when Sri Lanka obtained
the Independence from the British, the Right Honourable
D.S. Senanayake. the Leader of the United National
Party. basically had the support of all the Muslims, the
Tamils. They really came together as Sri Lankans and got
that Independence from the British. It was a very proud
moment. We must thank all communities for assisting to
get the Independence from the British without shedding
any blood at all. Sometimes, because it comes so casy, the
value of it is not known. But. now you could see that we
arc compartmentalized - the Sinhalese from one aspect,
the Muslims from the other aspect and the Tamils from
another aspect. I strongly believe that it is a time that we
have got to look to forge the strengths together and ensure
that we call ourselves a truly Sri Lankan identity. Do we
not and should we mnot do so? After all, the
industriousness of the Tamils, the business acumen of the
Muslims and the large heartedness of the Sinhalese make
a Sri Lankan identity. very rich,

So, at this particular moment, when we have gone
through one of the worst terrorist problems that have
come to an end. it is time that we re-look at ourselves and
ensure that we take the rich culture that is therc and
ensure that we incorporate this into a Sri Lankan identity.

So, Hon. Deputy Speaker and Members, it is my
intention that forwarding such an idea would only help to
foster a strong Sri Lankan identity that we all look at. But,
in today’s context, the problem is that there are religious
and racial parties that have come up. That breaks the very
fabric that basically brings us together. I do not want to
reawaken or create a political problem. But, I need to
corroborate with evidence as to why we need to get
together, I am happy that we have a Minister like the Hon.
Vasudeva Nanayakkara, who does not think in line with
the political Party that is governing today. He is not a
racial or a chauvinistic person like the governing Party
that he belongs to. So. this is. I guess, an opportune
moment, Hon. Minisier that you strive to do so and hope
that we take this opportunity also.

But. look at today’s composition, vour heterogeneous
alliance. You have parties that fight for clections on a
religious basis. The Sri Lanka Muslim Congress was in
alliance with the United National Party. They used that,
got the votes and moved over to the Government. Today,

they are fighting for Provincial Councils. not from the
Government but outside the Government. So. you could
see that this is an auctioning of the Sri Lankan Muslim
voters. I can see even the Government is basically taking
that same line. Certain Members questioned as to why
there is this religious orientation to the Provincial Council
Election. The two big Parties that were there have been
rendering yeoman service.

Unfortunately. in 1988, at that particular moment
owing to executive action, the 12.5 per cent cut-off was
reduced to 5 per cent. That led to an opening of the
floodgates and this made the racial call, the religious call
coming in and trying to bring unwanted problems to our
Sri Lankan identity. So, 1 guess. we need to get back to
that strong thinking because this is where we can move
Sri Lanka to a better tomorrow. After all, is it not
incumbent on us? We have seen 30 years of terrorist rule.
It is not one government, il is not one leader, it is
collectively cach one’s lack of responsibility or doing too
little too late that led to the polarization of the Sti Lankan
identity.

Mr. Deputy Speaker. I am happy that vou are in the
Chair at this particular moment. Why is it that we are
unable to get together? We have strong neighbours, such
as India. But, owing to the fact that we have been moving
away from her, we saw in Geneva that India had even
voted against us. You cannot say that it was a political
decision. It was not an international decision. But, owing
to the fact that we, in Sri Lanka, cannot work together as
a Sri Lankan identity, is what led to this. That is my
perspective.

My Party, the United National Party. is the most apt
Party that brings all these communities together. The
Right Honourable D.S. Senanayake started this after
gaining Independence in 1948. At that time he had the
courage of conviction to say that we are getting the
Independence from the British. We must be competent
and now that we have to carry on the future by ourselves,
we must ensure that together with the Sinhalese, the
Tamils, the Muslims, the Burghers and the Malays -
before too long, you would see the advent of the Chinese
also coming in - we must have a Sri Lankan identity and
be able to guide our destiny to a strong and best Sri
Lankan identity.

He echoed those words and I re-echo those words at
this particular moment because I think what he said then
was sagacious. He had the sagacity to think and say that
there could be a rupture in that. It did not take long. When
you had the racial riots. it was further exaggerated with
the many things that followed thereafter and today, we
only see the spills and the thrills that are out there.

Sir. I do not wish to labour too much on that but all |
want to say on the Floor of this House is that we, the 225
Mecmbers. have the right to take Sri Lanka towards a
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better tomorrow. When you are on the election platform,
vou basically extol the virtues of every voter but once you
are clected, vou compartmentalize them. brutalizing the
Sri Lankan identity. It is a cryving shame on all .of us! So,
it is nothing but right to right the wrong. It is never too
late to do the right thing at the right time. So. here is the
opportunity. Instead of thinking chauvinistically to
survive politically, we must be able to go bevond that.
This is a time when we have a Leader of the Opposition
who came forward statesmanly and said that a strong Sri
Lankan identity is more important than looking at it from
a political perspective. Bul, sometimes, that is taken as a
weakness of the Opposition. No. that is the strength of the
Opposition. That is why we are able to get all the political
parties to march forward with the United National Party
towards a Sri Lankan identity. Nobody fears talking to us
because thev know that we are not a racially-driven or a
religiously-driven party. We can look after the Sinhalese;
we can look aficr the Tamils and we can look after the
Muslims. That is why we are called the United National
Party. So, why do we not extend this towards building a
strong Sri Lankan identity? 1 call upon all the Hon.
Members to support this Motion. Let us turn a new leaf
today so that we all will be able to get together and ensure
that we take Sri Lanka towards a better tomorrow.

Sir, 1 do not want to take too much of time. All T want
to do is to elicit your fullest support because I know that
your thinking is in the same direction. So, please ensure
that you support this Motion and that we move forward,
putting behind our past sins, towards a stronger
tomorrow.

Thank you.

Bewaddn msnomn®

(Nrald surprwsi Harssr)

{(The Deputy Speaker)

Then, I call upon the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne to
second the Motion.

[2.12 p.m.]

O @cst S@dnm Bwmn

(wrsssr s @)rrer alsslrwyder)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Hon. Deputy Speaker. it gives me great pleasure in
seconding the Motion brought by the Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake about developing a strong Sri Lankan
Identity. He also suggests that "Parliament resolves that
the requirement fo statc one’s race and religion in
government  documents is an  impediment and an
inhibition to develop a strong national identity".

We all are Sri Lankans. Then, what is the problem?
Why was it such a problem when the Hon. Sampanthan
waved the Sri Lankan Flag at the May Day Rally? It was
welcomed by all the Sinhalese but some Tamils did not
welcome it. The reason for that is. our Sri Lankaness has

been appropriated by the majority community in the eves
of the minoritv. We are now after a conflict which
inevitably polarizes a country. However. we have an
opportunity to look at unity in a new way. It has to be a
unity based on equality. a unity not based on assimilation
of others. Conflict polarizes. but now, we have a new
opportunity. We need to appeal to the new generation to
come up with their ideas as to how thev would like to see
our Sti Lankaness exhibited in a manner that evervbody
could feel strongly about it.

The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake dcalt with issues
regarding the Sri Lankan identity, which are verv broad.
In the very limited time I have. I thought of dealing with
some practical issues we come across in encouraging
building a Sri Lankan identity. Today. 1 asked from a
Tamil Colleague for his National [dentity Card. I found
that the front of that Identity Card is in the Sinhala
language, but when I turned the other side, 1 found the
details given in both the Sinhala language and the Taml
language while those of ours, who are Sinhala-spcaking,
arc only in Sinhala language. So, I want to know why we
have this kind of differentiation. I think there are practical
reasons. -|/nferruption.]

I was saying that the front of the National Identity
Card is in the Sinhala language. Being a Sinhala speaker,
the reverse side of my Identity Card is written only in the
Sinhala language. But, the reverse of my Tamil-speaking
Friend's Identity Card, which [ got. is written both in the
Sinhala language and the Tamil language. So, the
question I am posing is, why is there such a
differentiation when all our Identity Cards should be
written both in the Sinhala language and the Tamil
language, including the front side of it?

Today, we are talking about creating a Sri Lankan
identity and we need to take every practical measure in
strengthening that Sri Lankan identity. 1 am glad to note
that in the issuc of birth certificates of recent times. the
reference to race and religion has been deleted. So, what
the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake is suggesting is that we go
further.

Also. we know that recently, there had been some
controversy in terms of singing the National Anthem. The
National Anthem of a country is something which every
citizen of that country should be able to get up and sing
proudly. In the Sinhala version of the Sri Lankan
Constitution, the National Anthem is referred to in page
167. "suits cseddma 7 U Ds0ddD Sfnm ded se
Bt oo o-dns" BuEd ocvs Hd deamnd. So, it is
there in the Sinhala version. When | looked at the Tamil
version of the Sri Lankan Constitution, both the words
and the tune are specificd in page 205. I know that the
Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara and the Hon. DEW
Gunasekara themselves, Cabinet Ministers in  the
Government. have been very concerned about these
issues and have taken a strong stand that the National
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Anthem should be sung in both languages. However, | am
a little dismaved that Recommendation 9.277 in the
National Plan of Action to implement the
recommendations of the LLRC states, “Maintain and
support current practice of the National Anthem being
sung simullancously in two languages”™. That is the
recommendation. Under the activity column. it states,
“Examine the implementation of this recommendation vis
a vis the current Constitutional provisions. at the PSC”. T
find that rather amusing because that is already in the
Constitution. The PSC has not vet been formulated and it
is being referred to the PSC. The key institution or the
agency vested with this responsibility is the Presidential
Secretariat and the key performance indicator that they
are looking for is the recommendations from the PSC. My
submission to this House is, that which is alrcady in the
Sri Lankan Constitution needs to be implemented without
reference to any other authority because the Constitution
is supreme. Therefore, I urge the Government and
particularly the Minister, that we do not wait till all these
intuitions are formed for their recommendations, butl we
move ahcad implementing the provisions of the
Constitution which are alrcady there and that we sing the
National Anthcem in two languages. It is so important that
those who feel excluded feel included in the New Sn
Lanka.

In Singapore, the Malays arc a minority. but the
National Anthem of Singapore is sung in the Malay
language. I think it was foresighted by the Chinese
lecaders of Singapore that they should bring in the
minority into the centre of their cthos, into the heart of the
Singaporcan cthos and I think it is a lesson we could
learn. If we look at a country like South Africa, which has
also come out of a very difficult situation. the National
Anthem of that countrv is sung in four different
languages. But, in Sri Lanka, we have constitutional
provisions which we are not implementing and I think if
we take steps to implement it by singing in the two
languages, it will actuallv help to create a Sri Lankan
identity, which everyone will feel a part of.

Sir, I do not wish (o specak any further. We arc Sti
Lankans but we are Sri Lankan Sinhalese: we arc Sn
Lankan Tamils; we are Sri Lankan Muslims. The problem
is, what we now call Sti Lanka, evervbody cannot still
fully identify themselves with. Therefore. we. irrespective
of our political parties - because we are talking of
something in common - should work together to create
that identity so that the tension that we sce cven now in
this election season could be overcome if we are truly
committed to an all-inclusive philosophy.

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

oae eadiEd mom 8.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A H.M. Azwer)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

Sir. he does not understand. See. that great gentleman
with a great legacy. the Hon. M. Swaminathan is just
listening. He knows that it is his parents: it is his ancestry
that participated in the gaining of the independence to this
country. @¢ gges ¢8 ded &g, 0L, §E68, 86,
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Past 40 ycars. We also fought for it. It is good there is a
common identity as “Sri Lankan.” That is good. In India,
wherever you live. in whichever State you live. the
passport is Indian. See. their great ideology. They always
stress the importance of saying “Buy Indian! Live Indian!
Die Indian!”
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Qeradstprissr. @euisst CausnhowstCn Gsamrmn
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The strong identity is this, Sir. We do not want Sri
Lankans - whatever their race or religion - to go out and
conspire against the democratically elected Government
by a large majority of the people in this country. They
carry tales to Geneva. It is a shame, Sir. Those are the
people who have taken the oath to uphold the
Constitution, the sovereignty and the independence of our
nation. They can be tried, Sir. Even Members of
Parliament could be removed by bringing in special
Motions before the House. Now, there is this TESO.
Their Geneva talk is over. TESO is asking for a Tamil
Eelam but Delhi has told. “Do not ask for it”. Today,
there is a nice article by Cho Ramaswamy who is a great

advocate of India. He says:
St sreueTml L yrengmsdnri - 'ug'
Sy SHmeAstmri starusssLuD, 'siEos  ugdlflensullar
Afugrer  Gor  geufssT  spHlw gjpsrar -
QiSsysguTaT - SLBor gatn Gempw ST gefl”
usdfmaeulGo  GuslaubSlmsdlarng.  &EHTTESSE
Culmrm sufluflevsms. @bHuralGa el GlumeysiTsT
'Qrsr’ wrHr Q5@ sHrra GubyssaTe' sard @medr
ayses Gsrrhdmliusrs Gsarmerullsfimhg Sl gs
BB CunGsrsrar_ig, @G5
@ srGlsrm (| Qaird] Qausfleu bl mebSImg.

ugglMemasuil G

@A Gauaurdpamsulle Bommsula ngs m Hhsr
wast Bm@any ednd ged friend emems. Sn@d elownds
2BeBeEmud uois une. goss! 9uidviy dée St Ban
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Ced End Om edhmb mB, of dud ge- edth Ldties
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We have to declare im persona non grata - ¢S 8Eenm
oo glocen Deeasy oEmo - and banish him out of
the country. Therefore, Sir, we will have our 1dentities: the
Muslim identity; the Sinhala identity: the Tamil identity; the
Burgher identity and the Malay identity and march forward
as one Sri Lankan nation as envisaged by "Mahinda
Chintana"!

Thank vou.

Hewdts mornamns

(Dr&lé surprwer o) airssr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran.
Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Alhaj A HM. Azwer to the Chair?

©0, BT ot 2edDER Bum (p&8m e-bidm
Hewades a@imnn®)

(orawmyls  ewsagwsr wriur H8usirgar - QurGaTsTr
s fialmss) rs] syenwser)

(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena - Deputy Minister
of Economic Development)

I propose that the Hon. Alhaj A HM. Azwer do now

take the Chair.

o6 8 8. evebdh Swmw
(oreimyfls oyedls oF. QuGryT)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

887 480 mom» =8
= Dor IS Hrd.
Seconded.

Gafma B8ax) 8, et 688D S,
aflarT aiiGdisin B srogy&Elsrearartiin L ).
Queestion put, and agreed to.

eRGe Hewlds mrpomp® Goemews' ebo
fowsy, oc; oiod £.66.68. ¢afod Swms Faesnded Jo.

yser ing, ArglF sursrusd syauisen sysslrrEarggialsmy
HERVC,  wreamly  slanig  eneTd.eTih.  ysvan  yasdser
BV 1 T K 6T

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. ALHAT A HM. AZWER took the Chair

Eiresndis OEn®

(smaamwsrighd e piinfsri Syeiser)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Sumanthiran, you may commence your speech.

[2.34 pm]

od 88.8. uBsidds wme

{omeiur il eTib 6y S0HSTeET)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Sir. [ am glad to speak on this Motion
moved by the Hon. Member for Colombo and T am
further glad to speak at a time when you are in the Chair
and quite unusually after a speech you made, something
that we can agree on.

Sotznct) OxIBn®
(smarmusrign o prifsi spauissr)
(The Presiding Member)

Thank you.

©d 88.¢. u®ridcsT Bwmn

(omemrullis sTib. 57, siobSlTeiT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

You are welcome. The Hon. Member, while moving
the Motion referred to the first Prime Minister. the Right
Honourable D.S. Senanayake. twice in his speech and,
Sir. you also referred to the first Prime Minister. But, 1
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would like to remind this House that although it is true
that all communities in this country jointly asked for
Independence. gained it and celebrated together. very
soon the trust that the minorities reposed in the majority
community of this countrv was broken and that was
broken by the D.S. Senanayvake Government. One of the
first few picces of legislation (hat was passed
disenfranchised over 800,000 Tamils of recent Indian
origin and it took another 40 years before they could
regain the fundamental right - the basic right of
belonging to this country - of their franchise. That was a
great betraval. That was a betrayal done using the larger
numbers that obtained to the majority community. That
was the issue that brought my party into existence. The
IMankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi was born as a result of the
disenfranchisement of the Tamils of recent Indian Origin.

Then it was realized that our euphoria of
independence was short-lived and that we could nol
continu¢ to repose our faith in a simple majoritarian
system of Government because there will always be a
permancnt  majority and there will be permanent
minoritics and on issues that affect the demography, the
permanent majority will always prevail. This was
repeated in 1956 when Sinhala was made the official
language of this country.

The Hon. (Dr.) Colvin R. de Silva speaking in this
House at that time said, “If you have two languages, you
will have one country but if you have one language you
will have two countrics”. What prophetic words! Yet he
himself was the architect of the 1972 Constitution in
which Sinhala was made the only Official Language
constitutionally. There was a safeguard built into the
Ceylon Independence Act of 1947 under Section 29(4). It
was the most ineffective Section, because at the time it
was enacted if anybody wanted to know examples of
legislation that it would prevent. the Indo-Pakistan
Citizenship Act and the Official Languages Act could
have been given as the examples of legislation that was
prohibited by Section 29(4). Yet, it was passed. Although
it was ineffective it was there in writing. A principle was
enshrined through that Section. It was entrenched. It was
a Section that could not be changed. That is why under
the guise of an autochthonous Constitution, between 1970
and 1972 sitting outside Parliament, the first Republican
Constitution was cnacted in which the views or the
participation of the Tamil people of this country was
totally rejected. We know the consequences of that, —,

No one opposes a strong national identity. But, there
are two basic eclements that go into building a strong
national identity. The first is that all must be treated
equally irrespective of which community they belong to
and that is emphasized, sometimes over emphasized. The
second cardinal principle is as cqual to the first one. That
is, you cannot build one strong identity by suppressing
different individual identities. It is only by recognizing
those scparate identities. it is only by granting scparate
identilics to separate peoples in this country and by giving

due recognition, the honour and dignity that is due to
those peoples. you can build one strong identity. That is
something that we keep forgelting and we do not seem to
be conscious of.

Even loday. reference were made to our great
ncighbour India. How has India preserved the identity of
India? Right from its inception or from its birth, they
carved out the Linguistic States in India, It is the concept
of the Linguistic States that has prevented India being
disintegrated because people of different languages and
different cultures can have a sense of identity.

They can express themselves in their own language, in
their own culture. They are not asked to assimilate and
deny what belongs to them. They are not asked to deny
who they arc and become part of another community in
the name of one strong national identity. This is where we
have gonc wrong and we continue to go wrong. Even
after more than 60 years. we do not scem to have got this
right.

When you spoke. you spoke about the Constitution
and violations of the Constitution. There are several
provisions in our Constitution that are not implemented
cven by this Governmgent. of which you are a part. There
was the Thirteenth Amendment - like 29(4) of the Ceylon
Independence Act under the Soulbury Constitution -
however ineffective it is, still it is there in print. There is a
system of power sharing and il is that very amendment -
the Thirteenth Amendment - that is not implemented.
Those who speak about violation of other provisions of
the Constitution turn a blind eye to the blatant violation
by successive governments in not implementing
provisions of the Constitution. For 25 years now. that has
remained a dead letter. Does the Government have a
moral right even to raisc the issue of supposed violations
of the Constitution when there is not even onc: whilst
they themselves openly and blatantly violate provisions of
the Constitution by not implementing the most crucial
provisions of power-sharing between communities? That
can build a sense of belonging of those communities to
the country and thereby build a strong national identity.
So, building a strong national identity has to happen
voluntarily, Peoples who are numerically inferior in the
country must themselves feel that they are a part of this
country and come forward to building that one strong
national identity. It cannot be forced down their throat. Tt
never can be forced down their throat. If the majority
people think that by force, by law, by compelling and by
denying the other identitics. onc can build a strong
national identity. they are sadly mistaken. That will never
happen. It is only by recognizing; it is only by granting; it
is only by honouring the dignity of all the different
peoples of this country such a process can take place. As
a representative of the Tamil peoples of this country. let
me assure this House that we are willing to participate in
that process of building one national identity. But. we will
do that when we are recognized as a people and when all
that is due (o a people is granted: is afforded -
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gorznd BxlBn®o

(swaemwasringn o piiilsri Hjsutser)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, we are constrained by time.

@0 68.¢. p@sidcs! Bwmn

(or Tl srib.oT. HwpIlred)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I will conclude. And, when we can have a measure of
self-governance that is due to the people, we will also
stand cqually with the majority community and strive
towards a one national identity.

Thank you.

[e. wa. 2.47]
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(wrewrls oiedls F. QuGrrm)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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In our country. all the communities are Sri Lankans.
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We can become Sri Lankans only if we all are
agreeable on that, not otherwise. So, for us to become
agreeable on a Sri Lankan identity, we have to mutually
come to terms with one another and that is what we
shounld be trying to do. I think the Consultative
Cornmittee had been set up with that in view, though that
has been neglected by some of you.
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I know. but the music alone does not make the
National Anthem. That is a very poor show.
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Then, people can sing it in their own language.
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We must never give apologies for the real situation.
We must have our National Anthem sung in both
languages and we must find a way out of it. We must find
a solution to it, not get away from this.
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That is right; that is correct.
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question, but 1 would take some advice from my Friend,
the Hon. Dayasiri Jayasckara because he is a musician,
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Hon. Minister, you have to conclude now. There are
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Yes, 1 know. Therefore, the intended purpose was not
achieved. To the contrary, a negative purposc was
achieved by that. Therefore, we must write every National
Identity Card in both languages and that is agreeable.
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{The Hon. Ajith Kumara)
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@0 DogyedD susvemms Bwsn
(rssrfl aursGsau BranTrSSTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

Gesnct) 8xiEnt
(SmsmSTHIGD e mitlesti SsuiTser)
(The Presiding Member)

What is your point of Order?

@G Dagaedl suznemEnd Bwon

(orearfls arra@sa HramTw&sTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanavakkara)

Sir, I thought that I have concluded the Debate on the
first Private Member's Motion.

GEoorndit) Sgn

(BemeemnsTEI G o niinllart syeurssr)

(The Presiding Member)

No, it will be concluded by the Hon. Wijaya
Dahanayake, Deputy Minister of Public Administration
and Home Affairs.

o0 285 ®10 Bomn

(wram flg oyefls @orr)

(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)
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(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)
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[3.15 p.m]

@d @8, ecdodids? Swm

(e flg oy Gursrrer)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

The Hon Ravi Karunanayake has brought in this
Motion with very noble intentions. However, | do not
believe that the country, the nation, is mature enough
today to get rid of all these other nomenclatures given to
the different races and religious followers. When His
Excellency the President said after winning the war, "We
have no more minorities", we, the minorities felt a little
scared whether we all are going to be absorbed into the
majority. Like that. today, if we are not allowed to state or
keep our personal identities by way of our race. Then,
that would be very much detrimental because even in the
census, they cannot identify us on the basis of race. But,
this change has to come not in documentation; it has to
come from the heart. You have to make us feel that we
arc equal in (his country in all matters and we will not be
discriminated against on the basis of race. Only then, we
can recally develop a national identity. a Sri Lankan
identity.
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[0 48, cwlodds @oma)

Our Colombo District Leader and one of our greal
Hon. Members who always believes in equality for all
communitics in this country has just suggested to me that
it is better 10 have two National Anthems as we arc
disputing whether the National Anthem should be sung in
Tamil or in Sinhala at different functions. He suggested
that and I believe that it would be a very good solution, to
this issue of National Anthem to have at public functions,
only the music playved where each person can sing it in his
own language. If the National Anthem has been written
and the music has been rendered in such a manner that
you could sing it together, that difference will not be seen
and each person would fecel in his heart that this is his
nation and he is singing his own National Anthem. That
tvpe of approach to this issuc only can bring a true Sri
Lankan identity rather than getting rid merely of
documents and forms where your identity is not shown at
all. T do not want to become a person without an identity.
I want to retain my language identity, my religious
identity always and by just knocking it off from
documents and forms alone will not set this right. The
need, as the Hon. Sumanthiran said, is for you, the
majority, to accept the minority in this country as equals
and make us feel that we are Sri Lankans on an equal
footing with everybody else.

Thank you.

[ . 2.19]

©d Bde ¢wrvem Bwm (Gss aloem w dhede

O Boadtis gSimn5S)

(wrewrlls allmw  SaDBriL&s-

2 _eTmriL_glausissit Lira) syemwssi)

(The Hon. Wijaya Dahanayake - Deputy Minister of Public

Administration and Home Affairs)
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(The Hon. Ajith P, Perera)
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(The Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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(The Hon. Wijaya Dahanayake)
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(The Presiding Member)
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©J; 08 mdEnrnam Swm

(wrawyllg rafl sEewrpruss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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“I am a White, so I should not elect a Black™ Bue
08 eedfmmebn® 83y »®, then Obama will not be
the President. Even though there is a turmoil in the whole
world today, still there is a President called "Obama". So.
they are basically trying to enrich and foster that rich
culture. So, I am trying to say that that is the way we
have to think. A Singaporean will proudly say that he is a
Singaporean. He may be a Chinese for sure: he may be a
Malay for surc or he may be a Tamil; but at the end of the
day. he gets the tag of a "Singaporean". There is nothing
wrong in that. That is what we are saying. When we
gained Independence, the Hon. D.S. Senanayake thanked
the Muslims and the Tamils and said, “We all are together
getting what we deserve as Sri Lankans.” -[Interruption.]
Now this is basically, I would say. the lack of
genuinencss. You have got to blame the Capitalists; you
have got to blame the British. No. let us stop this
parochial thinking. [/nterruption.]In that case, you must
be going in a bullock cart, not in a car. Hon. Vausudeva
Nanayakkara, you as the Minister -[/nterruption.|

@3 Dagedd musnenimd Bom
(wramllg aursGsar BreammussTr)
{The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
That is what vou are.

©0 68 mGemornem Bwm

(or ey dlg rall &manTrEruss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

No. that is not. -[nterruption.] That is the very
sadness for all of us. We are trying 1o break the shackles
of that. All 1 basically say is, that absence of war is not
peace. You cannol obtain solidarity at gunpoint and (o
vou cannot bring peace by legislation. All what | have to
say is that these should come through hearts and minds of
the people. Then you can say, “We are acconunodative
Sri Lankans.”
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leod; 68 mdremmmaesn Boma]

Today. Muslim busingssmen cannot do business in
Colombo. The Tamil businessmen cannot do business in
Tamil. in the way they want. But. you are saying that they
can. You go to the Port. You go to the Customs. I am
challenging you.-|[/nterruption.] Okay. 1 do not want to
bring this up as a matter. All [ am saying is, why did the
Muslims form The Sri Lanka Muslim Congress in 19867
Why were there Eelam parties in the countrv? We do not
need them. You have got the strong Sri Lanka Freedom
Party to cover everybody. There is the Uniled National
Party to cover everybody. There may be the Lanka Sama
Samaja Party or the Communist Party. But you do not
need to have the Jathika Hela Urumaya for one lot. This is
what I say which is wrong. So. all I want to do is to bring
the collective strength of the Sri Lankan social fabric.

I again re-echo the main objective of this Motion. The
industriousness of Tamils, the business acumen of
Muslims and the large heartedness of Sinhalese need to
be put together to make a Sri Lankan identity. -
[Interruption.]

oot BxTgn®
(Bemaenwsriugmn o niifeni gysuissr)
(The Presiding Member)
And the flamboyance of the Malays-

@G 8 I ErNGm s

(oraw g rall &menrrprurds)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanavake)

Yes, the flamboyance of the Malays - and I do not
know what else of the Chinese. But, whatever it is, we
have to ensure that we maintain that identity. So, all I
could basically say is that a strong Sri Lankan identity is
very essential. I strongly believe that we do not need race
and religion in the passport; we do not need it in the
Identity Card and we do not need it anvwhere. But all we
have got to do is. when a Tamil person goes to a
particular place he must be treated in the same way a
Sinhalese is treated.

So. link language. as you said -[/nterruption.] Why
not? Anybody can ask in English. Give it. The lack of it
docs not mean that we are short of it. We are not strong
enough to do that. No conviclion; no courage. That is the
difference. When the late Hon. J.R. Jayewardene brought
in the Thirteenth Amendment, what did he say? When
somebody from media posed a question he said, "This is
too little. too late.". Then he was asked; "Why did you not
do it?" Then. he said; " I did not have the conviction or
the courage." Now. we are paying the price for. Also this
is in no way giving a licence to the Tamils nor the
Muslims to take undue advantage of this.

I was pretty surprised when my Colleague, the Hon.
Sumanthiran, said. "as if we have done an error.” No.

together have done that error. They also have not done
that in the correct spirit. We also have not responded in
the correct spirit. That is what is important. We have not
given this for the svmpathy of anvbodv. That is not the
case. We have to ensure that we protect the Sri Lankans.
We have all messed up and if that is the casc, we all have
to get together to rectify the crror. This is not pointed at
one particular government, but at all governments. So, let
us not postpone this for tomorrow, What has got to be
donc today needs to be donc today and that is what we
expect by moving this Motion.

Hon. Vasudeva Nanavakkara mentioned that this
issue will be taken up at the Consultative Committee.
But, I think it is going to be a waste of time. If you can
have a special Select Committee on this issue and finish it
off-

There will be a Select Committee on the ethnic issue;
there will be a Sclect Commitice on a Sn Lankan
identity: there will be a Sclect Committee on
Parliamentary Privileges and the future Constitution. All
these are only time taking exercises.

I was very happy when the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne
mentioned one thing. The LLRC was a very independent
Commission put forward by the Government and we
salute many of the things that they have come up with.
On that, it is said that independent commissions are most
important to de-nationalize or de-politicize all major
1Ssues. :

Geromndt) B
(BemauemwSTEIGD 2 G UllsTi ofaufssr)
{The Presiding Member)

Please wind up .

©d 68 moemrnam Bvm
(or @ yfig rafl s swrmruss)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, just give me one more minute.

So, let us bring that forward as a starter. Then, the
other one is, ensure that you implement the LLRC
recommendations. That is not something I am saying,
That is a Government appointed Commission (o sc¢ how
we can ameliorate the situation, addressing the problems
that are there.

This Motion is not to exploit anybody, any
community or any race. but only to bring about a strong
Sri Lankan identity together. So. I hope the collective
wisdom of this House would bring my Motion into play.
take it forward and ensure that we have a strong Sri
Lankan identity. We have to bury the past. have a
Committee on truth and reconciliation set up. finish this
off and then move forward towards a better tomorrow.
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Thank you very much and I look forward to the
support of everybody. I hope a time limit would be set on
this, Hon. Minister. You mentioned that this will be taken
up at the Consultative Committee. Can you ensure that
this is taken up at the Consultative Committee and
finished off within three months? - [fnterruption. ]

Gerendt) @x7En®
(smsvsnwgringn o minilart syauirser)
(The Presiding Member)
You can settle that with him outside.

06 Diedd ssnaslmd Bwmm

(wrsrllg auraGsa mrasrussTy)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanavakkara)

Hon. Member, we can do it within even one month.
But, the important thing is what we do there. Having
considered the matter, we have to report it to Parliament
as a recommendation of the Consultative Committee.

0 98 mdremmnem Swm

(wramdg rafl &mawTbrwds)
{The Hon. Ravi Karunanavake)
That is important.

Gerorndie) Blgns

(memevemsTingd o mifsri ST HET)
(The Presiding Member)

You may settle it in the Lobby after this.

®J7 OB Mmoo Bwnn
{(wrsvsr bl rall &merTHTwSs)
{The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Even the COPE reports, but nothing happens.

Ecomsndt @vEnE

(Bemareminsrigd o pinllert sysurssr)

{The Presiding Member)

Hon, Member, vou have crossed your time limit taking
two minutes, three minutes. '

Lame Sz 8, ean 888 S,
aflsarr il am i’ () sxma s @ETeTaTiI L gy
Cuestion put, and agreed (o,

Eeiomndit) Bxidnes

{sanesmwsTAm b o nlearT &)5ie )

(The Presiding Member)

I now call upon the Hon. Ajith Kumara. to move the
next Private Members' Motion - No. P.51/'10.

cenidn 10 968
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QuIISNHH BLaulgHMS 6T(HHH6V
TAKING ACTION FOR PROTECTION. PROMOTION
AND PROPER UTILIZATION QF HISTORICAL
AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL HERITAGES OF GALLE
FORT AND ITS SURROUNDINGS

[g.w0. 3.33]

©d g8 pBG Bwmn

(orswmidls Sjedls Gwry)

(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)
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most salient feature is the use of Furopean models adapted by
local manpower to the geological, climatic. historical, and
cultural conditions of Sri Lanka.™
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ENCOURAGING THE CULTIVATION OF
PALMYRAH

[5.04 p.m.]

od; aGwd £.£80.88. edOl Swmo
(Lorsrylg Ss0anTs) o.aré s1ib, ysvaui)
(The Hon. Alhaj A HM. Azwer) :
1 move,

“That this Parliament resolves that steps be taken to encourage
the cultivation of Palmyrah known as "Katpagatharu" which is
very useful for the public and to promote productions related to
Palmyrah."

"ahussE ST SspsSILRDL, OUTSILESLSE s
QupmissHd

Liem 9T il LT (i 67T

LiutsmerT LI SDEITLD T sullam arré & o) s g
S ilaflmsdsaTs

MBTEHE DL SmessT aRbsiut. GrusmHGosr
@ourrrgmwsiipn &iwnreflsslarme.”

2556 D615 5

I read the Tamil version of the Motion also because it
1s very important.

The palmyrah trade is primarily based in the Northem
Province. There are over 3.5 million palmyrah trees in the
Jaffna District alone. There are very many more in the
arcas like Hambantota, Puttalam and in certain other arcas
of the country. Sir. we arc very happy that the Minister
for Economic Development. the Hon. Basil Rohana
Rajapaksa, visited Jalfna recently and inaugurated the
Palmyrah Research Institute in Kaitadi. JafTna in order to
give a boost to this industrv. We are happy. Sir, that the
Government of India has provided vehicles for the
Palmyrah Research Institute and has supplied laboratory
equipment also to the wne of Rs. 70 million. The project
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will help to revive the palmyrah industry in the Jaffna
District. As I told you. there are 3.5 million palmyrah
trees in the Jaffna District alone. India's assistance will
help in the expansion of research at the Institute, thereby
improving the production and productivity in the
Northern and the Eastern Provinces and benefiting around
60,000 families whose livelihood depends on the
palmyrah industry, either directly or indirectly.

The industry will also help the palmyrah farmers and
handicraftsmen to improve the quality of their products
and provide market access, thereby gencrating better
returns to them. The project will also generate self-
employment opportunities in the North and the East.

I must also place on record our appreciation of the
great strides taken by the Hon. Minister, the Hon.
Douglas Devananda, and his able Deputy Minister, the
Hon. Weerakumara Dissanayake, in order to help the
palmyrah industry thrive in this country, bringing a large
amount of benefit to the people by attracting tourists to
this country. The palmyrah tree is equal to the coconut
tree and both these plantations are referred to as
"katpagatharu". The closest meaning that we could give
to the word ‘katpagathary’ is cornucopia, which is a
Latin word. That refers to a horn which gives what we
desire. This tree will give what we desire. So. both the
palmyrah tree and the cocomut tree arc considered as
"kapruka".
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There are certain varieties of craft produced using
these trees. One is tuber-based products; fresh and dried
tuber, dried tuber flour, boiled tuber flour, palm posha,
biscuits et cetera. Then, there are palmyrah leaf-based
products - the traditional handicraft like rattan for
weaving baskets. weaving chairs, boxes for packing
cashew, tea and spices. hats, mats, ekel products, brooms,
toothpicks, skew sticks et cetera and flowerpots,
omamental items, wall hangers, fibre dust as growing
media for horticultural plants and soil salinity control.
You can just imagine, Mr. Presiding Member, what a
large number of products the palmyrah trade covers.

Then, there are fibre-based products: hard fibre -
heavy-duty  brushes; medium fibre-cleaning and
household brushes; soft fibre and coconut fibre-yamn.

Timber-based products are used for construction
purposes.
G w  sEm  ursGugud  UweTURSSILL T

afltiu@eudlimn. oysmaug, spussmalst 2 &4 gpsi
GautiroumrE@psTer SEORTSEIN UTSEISERD WwaflGaymLw
UTOUHETSESETS, B UTebsTE, uTpabsTall LsTUBSSL
up\HleirmyaT.

Timber is also used for making furniture. chipboard
and for fuel-wood. When I was a Minister, 1 visited
Kalpitiva. The Hon. Deputy Minister knows it. The late
Hon. Mano Wijeyeratne started a palmyrah-based
industry in Dutch Bay, Kalpitiva, a coir products
producing centre. It gave employment to a large number
of women, particularly in that area. Palmyrah is thriving
in the Kalpitiya area. mainly in the Puttalam District. 1
would hope and camestly urge the Minister, Hon.
Douglas Devananda, to pay more attention to that area too
in his future programmes.

Recently, Sir, I wvisited a village called
Thennaimaravadi in the Kuchchaveli Pradeshiva Sabha
area in the Trincomalee District. When T visited there,
those people were saying, -
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Sir, Minister Douglas Devananda initiated action to
rehabilitate and renovate the old Palmyrah Research
Institute as I mentioned to you in my introductory speech
today. The Government funded Rs. 45 million for
the project which was identified as one of the main
industrial projects under the "Vadakkin Vasantham".
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The initiative received the support of the Indian
Government also which gave Rs. 70 million. The
Secretary of the Traditional Industries and Small
Enterprisc Development Ministry, Mr. V. Sivagnanasothy
recently revealed this. They have bought laboratory
equipment, glassware, chemicals, fumiture and motor
vehicles to run the palmyrah research operation. The
Institute is expected to revive the palmyrah industry in
the Jaffna District with over Rs. 3.5 million palmyrah
trees planted. oy@Gs puus @ sk - proug @Ol 55166
God) LMETLIhSmS SHSETTEST. 2 aTr, Bhs Byremnsn

Sjaunaop WarEib suenissalmsAaTmg!

The quality palmyrah products such as fruit pulp, soft
drinks, jaggery, sap vinegar will be introduced soon to
the market under various projects that the Ministry plans
to launch with the assistance of the Palmyrah Research
Institute. This was also revealed by Mr. V.
Sivagnanasothy, the Secretary to the Ministry. Therefore,
Sir, all in all-
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The Palmyrah Board must have fourist centres in
every town and I have proposed one in Puttalam also
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because people are travelling the route up to
Anuradhapura very much through Puttalam and vou can
have a centre there. Then, vou can have a centre in
Hambantota also because Hambantota is one of the major
tourist centres in the entire Asia and it is developing to
the amazement of the international community. So. you
must have a Palmyrah Centre for sclling all palmyrah
products in Hambantota too.

Sir, I am also thankful to my Colleague, the Hon
Hunais Farook, for ably supporting me by seconding this
Motion. 1 hope that the Ministry will get the message
rightly and correctly and do whatever possible in the
future for the development of the palmyrah industry and
through that, the development of all people in our
country. particularly in the North.

Thank vou.
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Whereupon THE HON. AJITH P. PERERA left the Chair, and
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