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Message from _
The President - Y. C A. Jaffna.

‘Greetings o you all. Today is an epoch making day and we
all thank you for your participation. Baltle scars do remain but
the atomosphere in Jaffna is no longer tense. Ours is a global
Movement and at different stages this Movement has celebrated
1ts Centennial, taking just a few - World Alliance of Y.M.C.ds
in 1955, Colombo 1982, Jaffna College in 1984 and we now in 1990.

Our ambition has carvied us forward with sights lifled high.
Painful at times has been our advamce with disappoiniments at
every stage, but we have forged on. We have our faith and
courage. We forsee belter things ahead and hemce we must advance.
But true advauce should be tiken now. God has given us foresight. We
should mot temporise but must begin with God’s help - let us do so.

Our lives are God’s gift What we do with them
. 18 our gift to God.

 Sam ‘S., Sathaseevam



Message from

1st Youth Work Secretary
Jaffna Y.M.C.A.

Executive Director
Asia Evangelistic Fellowship
(CANADA)

+f wa. the year 1964. I remember resigning from a position
as teacher at Jaffoa College, and embarking on a  pioneering
mission of serving a larger community in Jaffoa as the first Youth
Work Secretary.

25 years ago, 1 remember walking into an almost empty
new building, with the Board backing me up with the words,
‘B.gin Youth Work® /. The Business Secretary and | shared a
desk between us, and that was how it started.

This is 1989, as | send these greetings.  Very recently
while on my Mission travels. 1 had the privilege of meeting
some of the Founder members of the Jafrna YMCA  Youth
Department. Natarally they are married and with families. We
were remuniscing on past years at the YMCA. You can be much
encouraged by the fact that many lives have been shaped - and
moulded by the Youth Department,

The Jaffna YMCA stands as a beacon of light in the
community of Jaffna particularly at times such as these. You face
different challenges than what we faced years ago But this beacon
of light must be a reilection of the *Light of the world’ - Jesus
Christ, who though separated from the world  Yet was not
isolated and He was very much 8 part of the community where
He lived and taught.

1 congratulate you on considering 7 worthwhile projects in
1990 to meet the needs of the community. I pray that the Jaifna
YMCA will be both the <Light® as well as the ‘salt" of the
community as Jesus instructed,

I wish the Board of Directors, the staff, and the entire
membership, God's guidance as you serve Him through this noble
organisation which George Williams established during the time of
the Industrial revolution in London. Your centenary focus and
vision is therefore a timely one for Jaffna.

Marcus Navaratnarajsh



Message from
Hon. President of Sri Lanka

1 am happy to note thar the Jaffna Young Men’s Christian
A sociation reaches its Centenary in Muy 1990 It is indeed a
nctable event in the history of any insiitution, During these long
years large numbers of men and women have been r‘.;:ﬂuenced and
Jashioned by the high ideals of this instiiution.

The Jaffna YViCA has a proud record of service. It has
moulded the character of its members to lead disciplined, orderly
and uscful lives. It has been able 10 render yeoman service to the
community as well as to tho whole country.

I wish the Juffna YUCA another hundred years of dedicated
Service to onr country and our p ople

91th December 198 : R. Pr:madasa
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Hon. Prime Minister’s Message
Jaffna Y. M. C. A. Centenary

I am glad to hear that the Jaffna Y.M.C.A will shortly be celebrating
its hundredth anniversary, The Centenary year is an important landmark in
the history of an institution and it is gratifying to note that it is  being
marked in a worth - while and fitting manner by all those who are associated
with this Association.

The Y M.C.A movement has made a remarkable contributton  to the
Social, Cultural vnd Religious Development of this country. A unique feature
about these associaiions is the fact that they do not promote, as th-ir name
would imply, only sectarian and parochial interests. They welcome people from
all religious, all races and all clisses. They spread the soirit of brother -
hood and good will amongst all.

The contribution that the Y.M.C.A s have made for the skill develon-
ment training and disciplining of the youth of our country is immense. Indeed
at this critical juncture in the history of our country when the youth are being
misg.ided by int'rested individuals ani  groups, institutions similar  to the
Y.U.C.As can play a notable part in weaninz them away jrom  such evil
influences.

On this happy occasion of your centenary [ send you warm greetings
and good wishes. May the jfuture of this institution be as fruitful and eventful
as the past hundred years.

D. B Wijetunga
04th Decerober, 1989 Prime Minister.
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Message from
The Bishop of Colombo

I am proud and happy to send this brief message oj congratula-
tions and good wishes to the Y.M.C.A., Jaffna on the occision of
their centenary celebrations this year

The Jaffna 'Y’, as faras I can recollect, was inaugurated
in 1870 with Sri William Twynam as its President and the Revd.
W.T Garret as its first General Secretary. 100 years and yet how
short a time in God's reckoning!

During my ministry in Jaffna I had th: opportunity of
coming in close contact with many of the leaders of the Jaffna
‘Y*, avd I always had the privilege of a close and happy
relatiomship with the 'Y’

I thank God for its dedicated leaders and for the splendid
record of its services during the past one hundred years, and I
pray that God will bless and guide its work as it moves into an open
future

-+ Jabez J. Gnapapragasm



Message from
The Bishop of Jaffna

One hundred years of Christian Fellowship and Ccmmunily
Services is certainly a remarkable achievement for any Organization.
We congratulate the Y.M.C.4. for its 100 years of service to the
people of Jaffna. We remember with gratitude the sacrifice and
contribution made by mamy Founding Fathers and Chyistian leaders
“who had buwilt and nutured this Organization and left to future
generations the legacy of a continued and dedicated service to the people
of Jaffna. Such comtied undertakings are possible only when the
members are inspired by Christian Faith and respect for human values.

We are living in a period when our Christian wilnessing has
to be far more visible and available to every- one around us. Therefore,
let us re dedicate our lives and activities through Organizaticns like the
Y M.C.A. We pray God to bless the members and all the undertakings
of the Y-M.C.A. and we wish all concerved, success sn-ail their
ventures and God’'s blessings:

+ B. 'Deogupillai



Message from
The €S 1 Church in Jaffna

It is with joy and thanksgiving we send you our greetings
and gord wishes, as you celebrate the centenary of the Jaffna
YMCA.

Centenary celebration is am occasion for looking back and
to recall the past- Praising God for His faithfulness, and to re-
member with gratitude all those who laboured before you, to
build this Institution from its inception.

When you look backward to the past, it gives you an op-
portunity to gain new life and new inspiration for the future,
and it will lead vou to recommit yourself, in faith and hope,
for the task ahead of you.

At this occasion, we are deeply grateful to Ciod, that many
of our Church members, were fully involved in the life of this
YMCA, and some of them have served as Chairmen and
General Secretaries. \We also remember with gratitude, the Late .r,
J. M. Sabaratnam a member of our Church, through his dynamic
vision and leadership, involved himself greatly in guiding the «:Y*’
especially during the period of the ethnic troubles His untiring
and unreserved efforts made the *Y** look what it is today.
He richly deserves our grateful recognition and deep appreciation.

We do appreciate very much the significant contribution
made by the **Y” in the recent years, by starting several Com-
munity development projects, Relief and rehabilitation programmes
for the underprivileged and the poor people of the Tamil Com-
munity. We are also delighted to note that you are planning to
inaugurate several other projects in this Centenary year.

We wish God’s abundant blessings for all the programmes
and projects of your YMCA. May God coantinue to give you
strength, power and wisdom for your futurs work. May the Grace
of our Lord continue to guide you, in your Service to the Com-
munity,



It is our wish that the joy of these festive days, should
strengthen you to proceed fturther on the way God has ordained
for you and to enable you to march towards the goal of your
peth which He has set tor you.

Finally, I on behalf of my Bishop, (who is away on sab-
batical leave), the C S.1. members. in Jaffna, __and on my own
behalf, wish and pray that this event may prove a blessing to
all the participants and a memorable occasion in the Jife of the
Jaffpa YM_A, We pray that God through His Spirit to  guide
your work and your vision for the years to come

D. R. Ambalavanar
Bishop’s Commissary.



Message from |
The President of the Methodist Church Sri Lanka

I am deeply thankful for the oppdortunity given me as Pre-
sident, Methodist Church, Sri Lanka, to send a message to the
Souvenir to be published in connection with the Jaffna Y.M.C.A.
Centenary Celebratiouns.

It is gratifying to note that the Jaffna Y.M.C.A. which
has now developed in so many ways to be one of the largest
Y.M CA’s in Sri Lanka has done yeoman service to the com-
munity. It 1s noteworthy that it has initiated a number of Social
Service Projects for the betterment of thelot ot the common
man. We thank God for having used this Y.M.C.A. for the
furtherance of His purposes for this part of our country.

We pray for God’s choicest blessings on the Jaffna Young
Men’s Christian Association in the years ahead so that, while it
continues its meritorious services to the community, it may be
used of God abundantly to foster peace and reconciliation, racial
harmony and co - operation, and friendship and fellowship among
all groups of pecple in Jaffoa,

On this happy occasion I heartily send my felic'tations and
best wishes for a successful programme of Ceantenary Celebrations

8th February, 1990 Revd Harold A. Fernando
President.



Message From
the President of the Y. W. C A. of Sri Lanka

It gives me great pleasure to send a message to the Y.M.C A. of
Jafina on its centenary.

Une hundred years of service to the community i Jaffnais  very
commendable, and the Y.M.C.A. could be glad of its achievements and
thankful to God for His many blessings.

I am aware that it has been responsible for organising many program
mes for the physical mental and spicitual development of people, especially
men and yourh, and they have imcluded  sports, housing,  rehabilitation,
vocational and leadership training prayer and Bible Study.

The Y.M C A. has participated in joint programmes with the Y.W.
C A. of Jaffna especially during the YM - YW World Week of Prayer, and
the running of Nursery schools have helped the parents and catered to the
needs of children.

¢ n this happy occasion as we rem:mber with gratitude all those who
have served the Association in the past with vision and dedication; I take
this opportunity of wishing the present 3oard of Management, Members
and Staft of the tafina Y M.C A. all success in your centenary celebrations
and Cod’s blessings as you embark on your second century of service to the
people of Jaffna.

Mrs. Sita Perera
Natijonal President



Message from
The Retired General Secretary, Y.M.C.A. Colombo

In 1962 I was privileged to propose the Toast of the Jaffna
Y M CA at the Dinner whith was held to mark the opening
of your new building, I did so with a warm feeling in my heart
for the future of the Jaffna Y.M C.A, and the mood took me
to quote from the Prayer offered by King Solomon at the
D:dication of the Temple in Jerusalem. God has indeed kept
His eyes on you and prospered you. That is whHy, inspite
of adversity in the recent past you have risen like the Phoenix
out of the ashes. In this 2nd Centenary of your History you are
planning to expand your activities by embarking on seven pro-
jects worthy of Y M.C A ideals, God help you to achieve them.

I carnot conclude this message - without referring to the
privilege God gave the Colombo Y.M.C.A. to train your pre-
sent General Secretary Mr M. Thambithurai, who in every way
proved himself worthy of being a Y.M C.A. worker.

God bless the .iaﬂ‘na Y.M-C A.
= L. G. G, Wijesinghe



Message from
Prof. Ernest A. Champion

Associate Profassor of Ethinic Studies

When I look back on my life, ons of the most rewarding experiences
has been the years I served on the Board of Directors of the IJaftna
Y.MC A, and also as the Honorary General Secretary (April, 1961 to
April, 1966), During this period, it was my pleasure to work with a very
dedicated group of men, because the Y. M C A. for a long time was more
an idea worthy of our support than an institution with a physical identity.
It was given to us during this period to give shape and form and a physi-
cal location, which is the Y. M C.A as it exists today.

Mr. J. M. Sabaratnam, who was the President. having succeeded
Mr R. C. S. Cooke, was totally dedicated to providing a home for the
Y M.C.A. At one stage, we had exhausted all funds collected. and the
roof of the building was incomplete. Mr. Sabaratnam was able to persu~de
the {Board of Directors to sign a promissory note to the Bank of Ceylon,
Jaffna, for a sum of 50,000 rupees. This is significant because it was made
clear that, it for any reason the Y.M C.A. defaulted in payment the Bank
could recover from the members of the Board, ind vidually and collectively.
1 sometimes wonder how Mr, Sabaratnam was abls to generate this kind
of commitment from twelve different people.

It has also been my pleasure to work with Dr. G. N, R, Nathaniel
and Mr. C. A, W. Edwards, who provided great leadership as President.
Mr J G. Arasararatnam, as Treasurer, had the most difficult task of
tinding the money and husbanding the resources He practically was asked
to make hay without straw. The Jaffna Y M.C A. owes a great debt to
all these men.

A hundred years in the life of an institution can only be measured
by what it has meant to the life of a people. To me, the YMCA, though
openly Christian and always proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ, has also,
in an inelfable way, been a symbol of unity. Non - Christians found, in
our YMCA, a fulfilment for their lives without actually having to accept
the cross, or kneeling at the altar. The most Christian thing that the YMCA



¢an do is keep open its doors, regardiess of patrons religious affiliation.
This must be the corrinuing task of the 'YMCA for the next hundred years,
| have met, in my lie, several non = Christians whose li: es have been touched
and enriched by their association wi h the YVICA, though they continue to
maintain their own religious aftiliations.

My wish for the Jafna Y ACA is th: same  as that wished by
Mahatma Gandhi when he visited the Madras YMCA in S suth india. Gandh;,
it 15 said looled around and finally remarked ¢ My great prayer for the

ladras YVCA is that you shall always be in vant *° Fh: Mahitma was
right The Jaifna YMCA is what it is today becau-e we were a ways in
want. And because we were m want, it brought out the best in all of us.

Ernest A. Champion



Message from
Government Agent Jaffna District

T am happy to send a message of felicitation on the occasion of
the Y M.C.A's Centenary Celebrations. Continuous and sustained service
both to the society and to the young men ol Jaffna for hundred years is
by any standard a historic achievement. In the fulfilment of its role the
Y M C.A. has given opportunities to many generations of youth to attain
the fulness of their potential talents. The Y.M C A. has offered for the
past century opportunities in very vital areas of human development like
studies, sports, leadership, community service, etc. which have helped both
the youth and the people of Jaf'na to develop both their society and the
talents of its members, The Y.M.C.A, has throughour this period up held
the highest traditions of Christianity whose main thrust has been seif-effacing
service to those in need. | am sure that the Y M.C.A would continue to
inspire, lead and transform our society within the framework of the
Christian ethic, '

T wish all success to the Y,M,C.A, in its future role and I am
certain that it will flourish for more than another hundred years.

Anton Alfred



Centenary Celebrations

Mr. George William was responsible for the establishment
of the YMCA in 1844 in England, which has spread sofar and
wide through out the world in about 82 countries with a m-mbership
of over 30 milli.n. The YVMCA has reached the four corners of
the world and touched the minds and hearts of millions of people.
The motto of the assnciation is ‘It is not how little, but how much
we cun do for the others.” Besides rendering help in every angle
possible, the Association works for equal benefits and justice for
all. I am proud to say that the Christian spirit has gained admira-
tion at all quarters.

The Jaffna YMCA has not failed to live up to these qualities.

As Municipal Commissioner, Jaffna, I must not fail to place
on record the assistance rendered by the Juffna YMCA both finan-
cially and physicclly, for the improvement of the Library services
of the Jaffna Municipal Council.

I am happy to have been invited to give a messige on the
occasion of the Centenary Celebraiions of the Jaffna YMCA, and
1 wish the Jaffna YMCA every success in their celebrations.

V. P. Bal singham
Municipal Commissioner
Jaffna.
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Message from
the Governor, Northern - Eastarn Province

It gives me great joy to write a message of felicitation on the occasion
of your centenary celebrations early next year. I am particularly happy that
you are an association of youth motivated by religious ideals. Only associa-
tions such as yours co.ld best serve our motherlaid in this period of
crisis that we find curselves in today ! Many of us are not aware of the
extent of the trouble. Many others are alarmed butr d» not know what ti do
about it. There is murder, arson, looting, and other capital crimes being
commited, if | may say so, in gay aba.don. The 1980°s, withour a doubt,
has been a decade of isulation.

There is one power, and one power alone, that can relp us achieve
lasting peace and sanity - SPIRTUAL POWER. That is why an assocration
such as yours has the potential of being a beacon of light in a dark world. A
caring community of commiited christian youth can provide strength and eico -
uragement to those around. You have the capacity to be powerjul witnesses
to a way of life that could redeem our coumiry from the grim siturtion thar we
are placed in. You strive together towards a goal - not just  for financial
rewards, but for the joy of the effort itself. You motivate each other towards
excellence in the building of mutual relationships which, in essence is the
christian way of life.

I believe therefore with a faith that is proof against all disappoirtments
that spiritual power is our only source of deliverence from the present
morass.

I belicve thai our generation is hanging right now in the balunce. 1
believe our gen-ration is faced with a choice - repentence or judgement We
hcve to change our attitudes our hearts and minds. The Sinhalese must change-
the Tamils must chinge not only our attitudes but ovr perspetives - the way
we look at a problem and our interpretation of what we see.

“OUR COUNTRY Is PASSING THROUG. [IS GRAVEST CRIsIS**

It needs unity not divisiveness, constructive assistance, not des:ructive
rancour: harmony, not racial hatred. It needs the help of associations such
as yours. It needs my help and yours.

May your association prosper & grow in the years ahead and prove
to be a worthy mstrument of Gods love to mankind.

Lt, Gen. G, D. G. N, Sepeviratne.
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noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Message from
the Fotary Club of Jaffna

It is with great pleasure that | send these wishes to the Souvenir of
he Young M:n’s Chrisuan Association on the occasion of celebrating its
Centenary in 1990

Your Association has right through - out gwen its time and labour
to help mankind with humility and faith With the Change of pattern of lite
in the recent years. it would be more appropriate to extend your interest
beyond the traditional virture of Social service & Social welfare amongst the
poor, and embark yourself on more meaningful ventures, with the objective
of motivating the youth to take up to self - employment.

I deem it a privilege to have had this opportunity of sending a
message in the name of the Rotary which practices **Enjoy Rotary'’

Rtn P. Seclvanathan
President
Rotary Clu> of Jatfna Dist. 322

Message from
the Sri Lanka Red Cross Society Jaffna Division

We are very happy to be associated with you in your Centenary
year celebrations.

Jaftna Y. M. C A. has been in the forefront of leadership amongst
the Youth in our areas for the past one hundred years. Your organisation
has withstood the trials and tribulations, such organisations are faced wih
during difficult situations in our country. !

We have been particularly happy about that the relief and rehabilita-
tion work that was done by you, specially during the past few years.

We congratulate you for this unique event which you all can justi-
fiably be proud of. Our best wishes go to you and other menbers of the
Y.M CA for a bright and more rewardiog future.

Dr. R. Theivendran
Chairman
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Message from
the Lions Club of Jaffna

Y.M.C As are looked upto in tne community for their services not
only in the tield of religion but also for their services to humanity in
times of peace as well as in umes of war. The Jaifna Y M.C A. which
has a proud record of a Centenary of continued d:dicated service to the
community certainly nceds chesr and appreciation. Your yeomen services by
way of relief and rehabilitstion during these  turbulent yea-s are certainly
praiseworthy.

I. as President of the Jaffaa Lions Club a member club of the largest
service organisation in the world Lioas Clubs International; committed to the
philosophy of * .e Serve’ -deem it a pleasure to send to you my personal
grectings as well as that of my club members, through this souvenir and
and wish you many more, centenarics ol dedicated service to humanity-

With Lionistic Greetings,

Dr. V. Yo_anathan
President.

iMessage from
the Regional Director
Y’s Men International - Sri Lanka Region

It gives me genuine pleasure to contribute this short message to the
Jaffna YMCA on the occasion of its ceatenary.

I am aware that the Jafina YMCa and the Y’s Men's Club of Jaffna
have worked very closcly with, and been a source of strength to one
another over the past many years, lhey have been a true example of
«PAKINERS IN PouOURESS’? and prove once again that the PARTNESHiP
WORKS.

I take this opportunity to extend my heartfclt coagratulations to the
Jaifna YMCA and wish them all God’s Blesssings in their tuture endeavours.

Jean Godlieb
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Message from
Former Fraternal Secretary

It is difficult to believe that it has been 27 years since I stood in
front and was a part of the opening of your present building and it was
most exciting to realize the fact that you are celebrating your CENTENARY .

I remember the splendid effort you all made to raise the funds to
build. this functional and important building, that in the 27 years has meant
so much to your community and the YMCA movement in general.

 Over the years you have endured unbelievable obstacles and yet inspite
of these you have provided services to your youth and community that have
carried you forward to ever increasing heights and helped to  strengthen
your community and give positive direction to your young people and help
them grow physically, mentally and spiritually.

Please accept our heartfelt feelings for what you have been these past
100 years, and our prayers are that you will achieve even more in the next
1L0 years.
Boris & Helen Kazimiroff
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Message from
The Prsident of .
Refugees Rehabilitation Fund — 1983

('n behalf of the Refugees Rehabilitation Fund - 1982, 1 extend the
warmest greetings and best wishes to the Young Mcp’s Christian Associa-
tion. Jaffna, on its completion of a century of service to the youth com-
munity at large in Jaffna,

The leaders of the Y.M.C.A were very closely associated with our
( rganisation from the inception - when it was formed to atford reliet to
the refugres who were coming to Jaffna from the South of Sri Lanks af-
ter the ethnic riots of July 1933. In fact we were housed in the Y.M.C.A.
Building for about four years before we were -*shelled” out of it by the
military operations in the latter part of 1987,

The late Mr. J. M. Sabaratnam represented the Y.M.C A. in the
Council of Management of RRF- 1983 and was the live - wire of the
Organisation till his sudden passing away while on a visit to U. K. Mr.
Sam Sathaseevan, the President of the Y.M C.A., now functions as our
Treasurer. (We now deal with the ‘refugees’ from the North itself).

One of the most successful rehabilitation projects in the Jaffna District
is the Yakkachchi Housing Scheme for refugees It was our privilege to be
associated with the Y.M.C.A. in this project.

The Y.M C A., Jaffoa, is one of the service Organisations in Jaffna
to which the people always look for succour in times of crisis and distress
and this succour has unfailingly been given in the mudst of its multifaceted
other funcuons.

May the Lord Almighty bless the YMCA - Jaffna with many many
more years of service to fellowmen.

S SIVAGNANaAM
President,



Message from
The President Jaffna YW CA

It is most fitting for an organisation claiming sister status
and having the same objectives as the Y MC A in interpreting
the Christian Message in its Service to the Community to be
asked to give her blessings to a Brother Organisation at its
Centenary Celebrations. It is with great pleasure and a sense of
pride that [ as the President of the Jaffna Y WC A with my
Board of Directors share the rich fellowship that our movement
offers.

To be a successful Centenarian is a wonderful achievement
desplte all the trials and tribulations’ our community had to face
in recent times: During the hundred years of your existence, we
have witnessed many changes, we have experienced common diffi-
culties and it should be our earnest desire to work hand to hand
towards harmony, peace and reconciliation.

We heartily congratulate you on your successful completion
of the CENTURY inspite of the sticky pitch and wish you God’s
Blessings 'and Guidance during your Centenary celebrations and
thereafter.

May all your efforts in your service to the community bhe
always crowned with SUCCESS.

WELL DONE, DEAR BROTHER,

R. Ariaratnam



Message from
The Former Fraternal Secretary

Heartiest congratulations to the Jaffna Y M CA on their
long and outstanding history of service. During my years as a
Fraternal Secretary in Sri Lanka, it was my privilege and plea-
sure to visit the Jaffoa Y M CA on numerous occagions. @'}‘L--M
i have many happy memories of those visits. <

W Y wmibne I 2ot ,-!'T

During recent years I have been deeply concerned about the
situation in Sri Lanka in general and in Jaffna in particular,
and mythoughts and. prayers.have. offen.been: with all..of, you.,
Now il :seams, that, there,is hope. of returning. to normal in your,
beauuful counfry, as dee:;cgd by !hc plans to oiaserxe the Cen;-
tenary of the Y MCA‘ in " Jaffiia, “and’‘thé ho‘ztﬂ}'ﬁ of the“Aimual =
General Weetlng o) el R o budieesid md wvin or badle
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Your frmnds,qm the ,United; States, rejoicg .with you, op this ., q
historjic, occasion, and w:sh for, ,jnany more years of serv;q.e to o
the good people of the Jaffna area. TR

21 11

ngnr C, “Ed4” Torrenoe

e SN SR R L e SO

Message from i e
The National Council Y M C A Iof Austrnha ‘
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Y M C A3’ {lirotighout " Australia”jéin' the" National - Board ‘i~
extending hearty and fraternal greetings to the Jaffna Y M C'A
on the oocasron nf it's Centenary
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It is most flttmg that your National Council’s Annual
General Meeting should be held at Jaffna to mark thls historic
event. e 3 A RS T g O S

We pray that, the celebration and the meeting will both be
successful and serve to demonstrate the truth of our - Philosophy
that we all can be one,

E. A. Robertson



Message from -
The National Council of YM C As of Sri Lanka

On the occasion of the Centenary of the Jaffna YMCA, [ have great
pleasure in sending this message.

The Centenary of any organization is surely a historic occasion. The
YMCA Movement came into Sri Lanka within 50 years of its birth in
Europe and has made a significant contribution to the life of the people
of our country. In fact, the Colombe YMCA is the oldest YMCA with
a continous record in Sri Lanka, It is also on record that many YMCAs
were formed in Jafina in and around this period, of which the Jaffna College
YMCA was the first, and the second was the Jaffma YMCA,

The YMCAs in Jaffna under the leadership of Jaffna YMCA had
during the early part of this century, formed the first union of YMCAs in
Asia. The example was imitated by many other regions and the YMCA
Movement in Jaffna later became part of the lager YMCA family.  The
Jaffna YMCA has the distinction of having a coniinuous history of service
to the community though it did not have a permanent home till 1962, when
it constructed the present building.

The leaders of the YMCA of Jaffna should be congratulated for having
been consistent in carrying on the work of the YMCA form any years with
missionary zeal though they had to move from place to place renting buildings
to carry on its work,

Over the years your YMCA has made a significant impact on the
life of the people of Jatfra. As a Movement we have from time to time,
had to respond to new challenges and new situations 1 am sure it would
be correct to say, the last 10 years have been one of the most trymng for

your Association. With the leadership given by your successive Boards you
have been able to keep your head above water and ride the storm. You

have during this period of crisis continued to serve the people who have
suffered You have been tested to your limits and have come through with
flying colours.

We all hope that this last decade of the 20th Century will see a
restoration of peace in our nation when we will re-discover the values we
have always stood for. Undoubtedly there are new opportunities of service
and new challenges to be met.

I take this opportunity to wish your Association everv success as you
face up to your responsibilities.

Exsith C. Fernando
President



Message from
The London Central YMCA

The founding Association of our World -wide Movement salutes the

YMCA at Jaffna on the occasion of its centenary in May 1990.

We congratulate you on your hundred years of service to the peopls -
of Jaffna and beyond. g

We delight in having you as companions on the way.

As you enter upon your second century of service, we wish you God’s
blessing on all you do and may the love of Christ shine in each one of you.

Colin A. Mawby
General Secretary



Message from

The National General
Secretary of
Y M C As of Sri Lanka.

Come, let us praise the Lord |
Let us sing fer joy to God who protects us!
Let us come before Him with thanksgiving
And sing joyful songs of praise.
For the Lord is a mighty God
A mighty King over all the gods.
— Ps. 95, vs. 1-3

The YMCA Movement in our country is pleased to join
the Jafina YMCA in the act of celebrations on completing a
Century of Service to the people of our land. ‘lhis is a time
tor Praise and Thanksgiving to God who is our Great King.
He gave the strength, the vision and the leaders to the Associ-
ations and guided them to fulfil His mission. The Jaffna YMCA
overcame great obstacles, the biggest being an existance without
a home of its own for many years. The YMCA used rented
buildings for over sixty years, yet influenced people and kept the
spirit of the YMCA alive-

The YMCA initiated the formation of a Union of YMCAs
in the North, which was the first of its kind in Asia. Its example
influenced the YMCA Movement which today has a formal aand
constitutional body, the National Council.

The programme conducted by the YMCA included a variety
of activities, Asa student I have attended programmes of worship
and public lectures by leading personalitics, wmch was a great
need of the time.

The YMCA owes a great deal of to the late Tambapillai
Reginald who laboured for many years as the Hony. Secretary,
He attended every mecting of the Regional Committee and even



represented the YMCA Movement at the Centennial celebrations
of the World Alliance of YVCAs He was planning a new
building with the Late Mr. R. O. Buell then Regional General
Secretary, when he was removed from our midst by a tragic motor
accident. The YMCA Movement salutes him for his leadership,
devotion and dedication. Dr. Ernest Champion succeeded Reginald
in this position and it was during his term of office that the
new building was constructed. Dr. Champion was a well known
Athletic Coach and Official in our country. The first Athletics
Coaching Camp organised by the YMCA in Sri Lanka was held
in Jaifna in 1953 organised oy the Jaffna YMCA under the
leadership of Ted Arnold of the YMCA College of i hysical Educ-
ation, Madras. There are many land marks during the past years
which stand out as a tribute to the Jaffna YMCA. They are too
many to mention,

Many leaders of the Jaffna YMCA gave their time and
expertise to the National Movement. The Late Mr. J. M, Saba-
ratnam was one of the outstanding Ileaders in recent years and
played a significant role in the development of the present building
. and programme. He also gave leadership to the National Council.

The YMCA Movement is based on a partnership of lay
and full time of workers. The Jaffna YMCA for many years
solely depended on volunteer workers in key positions, Many
Secretaries served full time but tor short periods. Mr. M. Thambi-
thurai the General Secretary of the Jatfna YMCA is the first
full time General Secretary He has served the YMCA Movement
for more than 2> years. It is fitting that he should hold this
oftice during the Centenary. '

Mr. Sam Sathaseevan, the President had many years with the
YMCA in different parts of the country. He has been a traditional
and loyal leader, perhaps the remaining active representative of
the last generation of YMCA Jeaders.

As your YMCA commences its work in the new Century,
- may new leaders with commitmeat come foward to guide the
destinies of the Movement. There 15 a great challenge before
you especially in the present context. May God give the vision
and the strength to find and work His will that men may see
your good works and praise God in Heaven.

God bless you.

ALAGAN S. KADIRGAMAR
National General Secretary



‘Message from
Immediate Past National General Secretary

It gives me great pleasure to send these sincere congratulations and

warm greetings on the occasion of the Centenary celebrations of the Jaffna
YMCA

With my knowledge of, and association with, the leaders of the Jaffna
YMCA during the 20 years I served as a Professional in the National Council,
and 20 years prior to that as a layman of the Moratuwa YMCA, I became
aware of the steadfast loyalty and firm commitment. of the YMCAs leader-
ship to serve in His vineyard by making the YMCA the focal point in the
development process of the community 1 recall. inter alia, with pleasure,
the conduct of the Ist National YMCA Youth Conference held in Jaffna,
continuously with the 5th A G.M. of the National Council in 1970, at
which Mr. Profecto Yassey of the Philippines, then youngest Vice President
of the World Alliance of YMCAs, who while giving the key note address,
expressed deep appreciation of the potential and power of the youth of our
movement. | cannot forget the dignity and decorum that prevailed at the
formal dinner hosted by the Jaffna YMCA that night, at which Justice V.
T. Thamotharam was Chief Guest, with covers laid for 200 persons, and
where the :0 young adults of the Jiffna YMCA rendered yeoman service
thereat. Its a desirable coincidence that the 15th National Council A.G.M.
in Jaffna, was held after 10 years in 1980, and the present oae, the z5th,
to coincide with the centenary celebrations is also being held after 10 years.

Due to lack of space I would like to refer to 4 of the many leaders
of the Jaffna Y - 2laymen and 2 Professionals, whose contributions to the
Movement were outstanding: (a) Mr Sam Sathaseevan, President of the Jaffna
a d Amparai YMCAs, who represented Sri Lanka at the Paris Centenniel of
1955, and whose doors were always open to us whenever we visited Jaffna
& Amparai (b) late Mr. J. M. Sebaratnam, whom I came to know when
we worked together as laymen in the Buildings for Brotherhood B4B Finance
Campaign of 1960, and raised funds for the Jaffna YMCA Hostel and
Moratuwa YMCA Buildings, (c) Mr. Marcus Navaratnarajah who having
initially served as Youth Work Sccretary of the Jaffna YMCA, made a
tremendous impact on the National Training scene during the period he
served as National Leadership Training Secretary with his wide expertise of
skills and from where he moved on to the International scene, (d) Mr: M.
Thambithurai, General Secretary, whom [ had the pleasure of knowing for
a quarter century and who has not only been dedicated to the cause of
the YMCA, but is one who works relentlessly to the end - never taking 20’
for an answet.



Be proud of your past, but do not live in the past. Tomorrow with
8ll its challenges, lies ahead and it is to the future to which you must
now turn. At times the road will seem long and difficult and the past will
become even more attractive, bathed as it will be in the rosy glow of
nostalgia. Let your successes of the past be your spur for the future, and
. should spirits ever flag or enthusiasm wane momentarily seek inspiration
from those glorious words in Isaiah:

+But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strenglh
They shall mount up with wings as eagles

They shall run, and not be weary

But they shall walk and not faint.”’

In closing may I pay tribute to the support given over the years by
" ‘the Jatfna YMCA to the National Council of YMCAs. Th stribute carries
" ‘with it my thanks to those dear friends trom your YMCA with ‘whom I
" found it a pl asurc and a privikge to work during my association with the

= YMCA Movement.

May God continue to bless you, individually and cullectlvely

Boyd Perera,



WE REMEMBER

The Late Mr. R. O. Buell
( The First National General Secretary }

The Late Mr. E. T. R. Reginald The Late Mr. J. M. Sabaratnam
( Hon, Secretary 1952 - 57 ) ( President 1561 - 62 & 1980 - 82)
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PRESIDENTS

Founder President

sir William Twynam
{ 1890—=1911 )

Centenary President

Mr. Sam S. Sathaseevan
{ 1988—1990 )
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The Rev. P. I..Cash The Rev. Henry Peto
(1931) (1934—1938)

The Rev E. M. Weaver Mr. Lewis Subramaniam
(1932 — 1933) (1939 — 1941 & 1944)

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Mr. A. J. R, Vethavanam Dr. H. R. Saravanamuttu
(1942 — 1943) (1948 — 1Y52)

Mr. J F. Poonampalam Mr. W D. Spencer
(1945 — 1947) (1953)
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Mr. R. C S. Cooke Mr. E. J. Jevarajah
(1954 & 1 60 — 1961) (1957 - 1959)

Mr A, E. R. Corea Me. J. I.I. Sabaratnam
(1955 - 1956) (1961 — 1952 & 1980 — 1982)
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Dr. G. N. R. Nathanicl Mr. J. G. Arasaratnam
(1963) (1970  1472)

Mr. W. A. Walton Mr. J. 1. Rajaratnam
(1968 — 1569) (1973 — 1975)
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Mr C. E. Anandarajan Mr S M V Tissainayagam
(1976 — 197,) (1983)

Mr. 5, Paramananthan Mr. M. C. Francis
(1978 — 1979) (1984 - 1986)
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Message from
The Colombo Y. M. C. A,

We of the Colombo Y ACA send you fraternal greetings
and goodwishes on this historic occasion of your Centenary.

To be 100 years old is good ... to be 100 years
young and still eager to serve your fellowmen and women through
the teachings of Jesus Christ. as you do in laffpa is even better.

Whilst this is a time to look back with happiness and with
some measure of pride, to the distinctive role that you have
played in your own society, it is also a time for confession and
repentence. You have good cause. to indulge in some nostalgia
as you consider your successes, your achievements and your growth
over the years. But, at the same time, this is also a time for
you to take stock of your omissions and mistakes too Learn
irom then to be more measingful and relevant in our mis-ion
in the future. We congra-ulate you on your achievements and
successes and assure you of our prayers and solldanty for your
renewed mission.

As elder brothers in the Sri Lankan 'Y’ family, Jaffna and
Colombo YMCAs have a historical task to periorm  that of
healing the broken communities that exist in our dear land. On
this historic occasion, let us dedicate ourselves to this great task
and do our mite to extend the Kingdom of God on earth.

Santha Fernando C.T Jansz
General Secretary President



Message from
The Rev. A. J. C. Selvaratnam

Let me congratulate the Y M C.A as it prepares to celebrate a century
of its existence in Jaffna.

fhe old YMCA was opposite the pressent Christ Church, Jaffna and
it had become just a hostel where visitors spent a few days, The lawyers
from the Jatfna Courts preferred to go to the Rest House rather than enter
the precincts of an institution like the Y where teetotalism was the rule.
ln 1948 when I became the Hnorary Secretary. wile working at St. John’s
College, Jaffna as Senior English Teacher and Chaplain, Mr, R C.S. Cooke,
Mr. P.T. Mathai (Treasurer) and myself with the eonsent of Board decided
to explore possibilities of transferring the activities of the YMCA to the
Kachcheri — Chundikuli area. The site where the present Secretariat is had
adjoining the Kacncheri — Nallur Roal an old Tennis Club, at one time
a popular Tennis Court, which was not being used. We negotiated with the
Government Agent. Mr P.J. Hudson. the lease of the grounds and he
gladly agreed The YMCA Teanis Court was opened by Mc¢ R. O. Buell,
the General Secretary of the YMCA - Colombo aad thus began a new era
in the life of the 'affaa YMCA which had become almost moribund —
this was in 1948.

We also negotiated for the land which is now the site of the YMCA
with the Government Agent The 1ind was a vacaat site, originally used by
Pensioners to park their carts and uatie their bulls when they came to draw
their monthly pensions. There was also Mr J Backkus Ariyanayagam who
had an iron cage in a corner of the land helping pzople write petitions in
English.

In 1950 1 left for Colombo and Mr. E.R.l. Reginald . worked hard
and long to make our dream become a reality When I returned in 1971.
as Vicar of St. Jonh’s Church, Chundikuli, I was glad to see that the
YMCA was firmly established near the Secretariat and serving the youth
of Chundikuli, Nallur and further afield.

May God bless the YMCA as it steps into the new century May
He who guided in the past continue to use it to serve all communities in
establishing ‘Mens sara in corpore sara'’* — a healthy mind in & healthy
body, centred on Christian values.

With kind regards and best wishes to all in the Y, especially the
Committee as it implements its vision and makes it become a reality.



Message from
President of the Kallar Y. M. C. A,

© We are very happy to be associated with centenary of the
- Jaffna - YMCA. We are proud "of the Jaffna YMCA for the ons
-hundred 3ears of YMCA service to' the pcmnsuia metropolitan.

One- .hund,rad years . services is a great achievement in the

.--_ :hlstary of any organisation.

At this time of mirth and happinesss we think of all the
. great leaders who . voluntarily devoted their time and energy, toiled
.. hard and laboured for the Jaffna YMCA to achive the happy
..,oecasion .of celebrating the one hundred years, of service.

Wc pray the Almlg‘hty to lead and gu:da the Jaffna YMCA
‘in all its” work and bIess a]l rts leadera w1tl: devoted service.

We wish to congratulate the Jaffna YMCA on this happY
occassion and express our sincere wishes for her prosperity.

S. O. Jeyanandap.



Message from
President of the Batticaloa Y. M. C. A.

It gives me immense pleasure to be able to send this mes
sage of felicitations on the occasion of your centenary celebrat-
ions. We are all aware of the tremendous work that you have
done for the last 100 years through the YMCA to the community
in an around your area, and the dedication of your past leaders
which has gone a long way in helping and uplifting those in
need.

My Board of Directors join me in sending you our warmest
felicitations, best wishes and prayers for anothsr century in your
endeavour to be witness to Jesus Christ our Saviour, who has
said’ “"For I was an hungered and you gave me meat. | was
thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me
in; Naked, and ye clothed me: I was in pnsoa. and ye came to
see me. (Mathew. 25:35, 36)

“Elllson T. Williams



Message from
The President of the Navaly Y. M. C. A

It gives us great pleasure to send you these Greetings on
the occasion of the Jaffna YMCA's Centenary Celebrations. 1890-19-0

It is indeed a matter of profound thanksgiving to our Lord
for the magaificient services rendered in the past by the YMCA
to the thousands and thousands of youth of the area.

While congratulating you on achieving a proud milestone
we extend to you our sincerest best wishes for the future,

It is our earnest hope that you will now go forward in
greater strength to be an even more positive force and that God
will bless you in all that you seek to do HIS name.

J. 1. Thambirajah

Message from
Yhe President of the Nugegoda Y. M. C. A,

It gives me great pleasure to send this message on the
occasion of your Centenary celebrations.

It is indeed a great occasion and is a tribute to all those
who have gone before and contributed their mite to the YMCA.

On behalf of the Nugegoda YMCA, I wish to convey our
sincere good wishes to you and wish you all the best for the
best for the future.

Douglas L. Wijesinba



Message from
The President of the Ka’ munai Y. M. C. A.

Jaffna 'Y’ had stood firm for the last 100 years like a beacon to

all the other *Y*s . of the North Withstanding the atticks and hindrances

. caused to the aiea by the mil:t nts’ controntations and the attacks of the

forces in the recent years it had moulded men and women to serve the poor

and needy with effeciency, zeal and self’ sacrifice contributing much to the

Y* movement. Your achievements are high - hghted by the results of your
100 years of service

We wish the Jaftna 'Y* a progressive and successful future and more
than everything Gud’'s blessings to all its members.

K. S Arulrajah,
President.

Message from
The President of the Kandy Y. M. C. A.

On behalf of the Members of the Board of Dircctors of the Kandy
YMCA, it gives me great pleasure and feel priviledged to send you this
message of felicitation on the occasion of your Centenary year 1990. Let
me first send you my warmest congratulations in reaching the Centu:y mark
and all good wishes for the future ard in  Years to come At various
periods in the history of your YMCA, there would have been difficult times
and more 50 m the recent past when all were weighted down by tragic
events without any hope of a solution, but by bung faithful to the tradi-
tions of the Y movement you have survived in a spirit of faith and prayer.
Likewise your future growth and resilience will largely depend on your
dcdication and faithfulness to God. 3

foday you have every reason to rejoice and we are one with you in
“your task of vringing together youth of all crecd and communiues into one
- tamily in instillng in them a common sence of belonging 10 vne  anotbef
bemg fellow - citizens ot the same country

We share in no small measure in lhe ]I.lbllﬂnl festive spirit that per-

~ vades the memoraple occasion ot your Centenary You have been a tower

of strength to all and we pray that the Lord preserve you trom all evil
and mase the Jatfna YMCA an exemplary active agent of hope, justice

"* @nd’ psace in God’s Mission in this part ol the World.

Clarence J. Senanayake
President.



Message from
The Uduvil Y. M. C. A.

On behalf of the members of the Uduvil Y 'I,C.A iam
deeply thankful to you for having beea afforded the chance to
send this message of goodwill and {cucitation on the occasion of
your Centenary year 1990. May I humbly bring to your notice
that the Uduvil Y,M.C.A too interd to celebrate a similar oc-
casion during the latter part of this year. With your leud and
guidance we hope to emulate at least in a sma | measure in the
Jjubilant and festive spirit that is bound to grace the memorable
occasion of your Centenary.

It is fitting that the National Council's A.G.M. should be
held at Jarfna to mark this his oric event.

We pray that the celebration and the meeting will both
be successful and serve to dembastrate the truth of our philosophy
that we all can be one in spite of the external appearance of
belunging to distinct caste, creed and religion

Please accept our heartfelt greetings for which you have
been so far, and our prayers for true christian endeavour in the
future.

President anod Members of the Board of Directers



Message from
The Kayts YMCA

We prsise the Lord and congratulate the Jaffna YM CA
for its devoted and -selfless service to the people of North and
specially for those in Jaffna over a span of One Hundred years.

The Kayts Y M C A being the youngest in the North takes
pride in associating itself whole heartily in your centenary cele-
brations, still cherishing the indelible memories of your guidance
and assistance in our formative perrod that resulted in the affilia
tion to tne National Council of Y M C As in Sri Lanka.

May the Lord abundantly shower His Grace on the Jaffna
Y M C A to coatinue the good work in His Vineyard with more
Vigour and enthusiasm

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors

M. Linus
President.

Message from
The Manipay YMCA

Congratulations Jaffna YMCA. It is really a proud achieve-
ment to have gone through a century of YMCA work. These
greetings cume to you from the first YMCA started in Sri Lanka
(1881) but cannot boast of continued activity for a hundied years.
During the latter part of the Nineteenth century, many YMCAs
flourished in the North, but only Jafina College, Jatfna and
Navaly have stood the test of time.

Wishing you another century of fruitful service.

W. G. Annappah
President



Message from
The Trincomalee Y M C A

We have observed that the Y M.C.A. Jaffna isa very live
organisation in every sense of word. It has done a great deal
to channel the enthusiasms and interests of the young people in
Jaffna irrespective of difterences in creed and caste.

Jaffna particularly is in need of organisations such as this.

We have to congratulate the Y.M C.A. Jaftna for the excellent

work they have done in this town and we wish them ail
Success in the future.

G. David

General Secretary

Message from
The Pandatterippu YMCA

It gives me great pleasure to hear from. you that this is
your centenary year.and I hasten to convey to you our felicita-
tion and to wish you many more years of fruitful service to the
community around you,

K. Sinpathamby
General Secretary
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The Rt. Hon. D. S. Senanayake Prime Minister Layimg the Foundation
Stone for the Jaffoa Y. M. C. A. Building on 26th January 1952
Others in the Pictare are Rt. Rev. S. Kula dran and Dr H R. >aravanamuttu.
President Jaffna Y. M. C. A, 1952,
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Centenary Year Office - Bearers

K. N. Y Maurice
Vice - President

__S_. M. V. Tissainayagam
{Vice - President)

~am o. dSarthasecyvan
President

-~

M. Thambithurai Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. 5. K. Suntharalingau
General Secretary noolaham.org | aavanaham.org Hony. Treasurer
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Centenary Year Staff

M. Thambithurai
Walter Ratnasiogham

C. R. Manorajan ' S. S. D. Alfred
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The Jaffna Y M CA
A Century of Service

The Jaffna Y M C A completes a
century of service in' 1990 A hundred years
may not be a very long time as (ime
periods go, but when compared to the
146 years of existence of the YMCA in
our Wwoild, a Ceniury for the Jaifna

YMCA assumes major proportions of
which we all can be proud.

The YMCA movement was started in
London in 1844 by a few young men under
the leadership of George Williams. These
young men got together to look into the
possibility of doing something usetul in
their spare time, and wean away the youth
from undesirable pursuits during their
leisure. How this movement caught on and
spread to almost every country in this
World is part of Y \MCA history

The Jatfna YMCA was inaugurated in
1890 by Sir William Twynam, the Grand

Old Man of Jaftna, who was Govi. Agent
in Jatina from 1869 to 1895. It was locared

in a building on Main Strect. From very
humble beginnings, the laifna YMCA had
to gothrough manv vicissitudes - trials
and tribulations good and bad times until
it reached 1ts present stature, We pay
tribute to those great gentlemen, who down
the ycars had laboured ard given of their

best to further the cause of the Jaffna
YMCA A general history of the growth
and development of our YMCA, its work
and achievements, the stalwarts who helped
to build it up are found elsewhere in a
series of articles in this Souvenir

It is necessary here to view the YMCA
movement in general, and the Jaffna
YMCA ia particular, objectively The
history of many great cities is inexiricably
intertwined with that of rivers. For
example we find that London cannot be

separated from the Thames. in its develop~
ment and hisrorical connections  Similarly
Paris and the Seine MNew York and River
Hudson, Cairo & the Nile, Peking & the
Yanrgtze and closer home, Benares & the
Ganges ar.d our own Colombo & the Kelani
provide examples of the intluence of rivers
in the development of not only the history
and geography of the cities founded near
their banks but also of the art literature
and culture of its inhabitants In similar
vein though not to the same extent, | like
to think that th: YMCA of a particula’
town sets the tone of its character. Certain-
ly ro cne can deny that without a YMCA,
any town worth its salt could be considered
complete, In many far-off places, a tourist
will find that the Y MCA is the only place
that may be relied to take him on and thf
Y MCA Secretaries the only people who can

be relicd on to pull him through various
difficulties

The YMC A is of course has a Christian
foundation. But under its auspices there
provided a meeting-place where men oe
different occupations, interests, races and
creeds may meet together and talk to one
another, and so come to know and under-
stand one another It has thus h lped to
the break dywn som: of the barriers which
to divide men. This is perhaps the great st
service that it offers at present, with parti-
cular reference to our Country

The Jaffna YMCA 15 lucky to postess a
Jarge and well planned building,stra'egically
located close to the Kachcheri & various
other Govt,  ffices mercantile estat hish
ments and Schools It has been the venue
of a number of important meetings semin—
ars, religious conventions and other
functions.
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But has the Jaffna YMCA been true
t0 its symbol? The red triangle symbolises
the body, mind & spirit of man; that it is
essential to develop all three simultaneously
for the full development of the personality
of the whole individual Qur YMCA bhas
striven over the years to do just this,
especially in the development of our youth.
The greatest asset of anv community 1S its
youth. It s, therefore, both the duty and
the privilege of the community so to care
for their youth asto make it possible for
themto bhave the highest development in
body. mind and spirit. The Commurity
can do so by giving its support in every
possible way to institutions like the YMCA
which inspire and assist youth to seek and
tollow the highest ideals. The progress of
this Association housed in this fine build-
ing will indicate net only how effective
its Board of Directors is, and how keen
and loyal its members are but also how
public-spirited is the Community in which
it is placed.

I think we can be proud of the impact
our YMCA has had on the geneial public.
During the turbulent years between 1984
and 1987, the Jaffna YMCA was one of
the very few places that visitors from
outside the peninsula could come and
reside with some degree of safety It was
one of the few centres where organised
Sports took place. In the aftermath of the
1983 riots our YMCA was one of the first
non- governmental organisations to do
repair and rehabiliation work in the North-
ern Province. The construction of 67
houses at Tyakkachchy and settling of 67
families which is now a ssIf contained
village is one or the achievements of which
we can justly be proud of. YMCA also
houses other rehabilitation bodies like the
RRF within its building and helped in
the amchoration of several vicitims, who
had suifercd during the ethnic conflict.

Soon after the TPKF operations of
Oct-Nov 1987, the YMCA building was
used by the Red Crossin looking after
the sick and injured while another section
of the building was used for distribution of
foodstaff. It is difficult to describe the
sense of horror, fear and hopelessness that
people in Jaffna under-went during those
dark days, but one of the few shining
lights was the Jatfna YMCA being the
centre of aid.

1 believe our Organisation has kept
pace with the changing World, and had
been sensitive to the many needs that face
the youth and provided them opportunities
for development of moral fibre leadership,
initiative and compassion for others. \Ye
have shown our willingness to share the
rich experience of inter-denominational.
inter-religious, inter cultural and inter-
racial activities. We have tricd to inculcate
in our youth the symbol of good service,
character building and leadership training
and friendliness, hope, justice and improve-
ment. This of course is a common heritage
of a]l YViCAs in Sri Lanka., One yard-
stick by which we can judge whether the
YMCAs have successfully fultilled their
1ole is this —If imitation s a sign of appre
ciation, the proliferation of similar associa-
tions hike the YMBA, YMHA, YMMA
(last I be accused of discriminaion by
women's lib, let me hasten to add YWCA
and sister institutions of the above move-
ments to this list)y should dispel any
doubts about our image on the country
as a whole.

As we bask in the glory of a 100 years,
let us think of the future. Much more has
to be done. Just like Don Bradman after
reaching his 100 taking fresh guard to go
on to his next century let us re-dedicate
ourselves to the tasks ahzad of the next
Century. Let us carry on the good work
where so many had given of their time
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and talents and be true to the aims of its
founder Sir George William®s whose legacy
stares -

<*My last legacy and it is a precious
ont - is the YMCA [ leave it to you
beloved young men of many countries to

3

carry on and extend. I hope you will be
as happy in the work as I have been
and more successful. for this will mean
blessedness to your soul and to the souls
of multitudes of others*’.

S. M. V. Tissainayagam

not
not
not
not
not
the
the

It is
It is
It is
It is
It is
It is
It is
It is
It is

.

of Christianity *

What is the Young Men’'s Christian Associaton ?

the builling, but something that built it;

the membershio, but something that wins it;

the budget, but something that raises it;

the organization, but something that achieves;

anything on earth, but a spirit on earth that lifts things heavenward;
spirit of brotherhovd. uniting men of faith in fellowship and service;
spirit of responsibility confessing : **1 am my brother’s keeper;”
the spirit of service choosing ““notto be ministered unto, bur to minister,’
the spirit of sacrifice. preferring rather to * fall to the ground and
uie’ than to * abide by itself alone;"’

It is the spirit of unity, **giving a new evidence, and releasing a new energy

— C. K. Ober

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Eke '/(Leam'ng o#' ”m CS;;m&ol

Twelve young men met in England,
London to be specitic in 1844 to look
mto the possibiinties of dong something in
their leisure time. These yo ng men were
all trom villages outside of the metropoli-
tan city of l.ondon in fact most of them
were tarmers who having got tired of
living in the cloistered bourdaries which
village lving permits and were looking
for adventure. excitemen: and fortune As
soon as they were established in the various
business concerns, they quickly realized
that there was a great deal of free time on
their hands and thst most of them were
geiting drawn to cards and wine and other
nefarious activities  George VY/illiams.
one of those ycung men, who came our of
a strict Christian background, quickly
became con-erncd with this trend and
brought these twelve young men all friends
together and suggested that they made
more use of their lives than just throwing
it away on frivolives Bible Study was
suggested This caught on like a house on
fire and these youny people became dedic-
ated to the cause of young men away from
home

This was the start of the Youag Men’s
Christian Association. From there it spread
out all over the world and today is active
in some 80 countries No matter w ere
you are. all you have to do is to utter t':e
magic letters ' Y.M.C A !’* and recogni-
tion becomes apparent in the form of a
nod, smile and the pointing of the finger
in the direction leading to this great orga-
nization that has become well - known
th oughout the length and breadth of the
werld.  An organization that stood and

stands for progress with youth for Christian
standards arnd belief. and for the Red
Triangle. The Red Triangle the Symbol;
the symbol of g od service character build-
ing and leadership training and triendliness,
hope, justice and improvement.

The trangle which Dr Luther Gulick
of Springfield College envisaged as the
mark of this growing movement at that
time He realized that it was impossible
to isolate the spirit of the body or the
mind and that effective results only came
about when the individual was treated as
a whole. The developmen of these three
aspects of human growth had to be on
parallel planes. Thereby the triangle with
equlateral sides, symbolizing the whole
man!

This symbol is the sign of a dynamic
organization that is keeping pace with
this rapidly changing world An organiza-
tion that is ever sensitive to the many needs
that face the youth and through these
needs provide opportunity for development
of moral fibre, leacership, initiative and
compassion for others.

Today the Jaffna Y M.C.A. is opening
its door to the community and at the
s me time declaring to its youth that this
Y.MCA is ready to offer the rich
experience of inter dcnominational, inter-
religious, inter cultural and inter-racial
sharing

The Jaffna Y M C A is prepared to
unite young men for the dcvelopment of
physical, social, intellectual and spiritual
manhood: to inspire youth in the world
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with Jesus Christ’s ideals of service which
is a direct call for social economic and
spiritual concern for men

The Y.M C A

1. A welfare agency dealing with
dependency disease, disablity, delinquency
and other maladjustments. While the ‘Y’
does deal with some youth who are deling-
ent, its major contiibution is in the area of
prevention, providing constructive pro-
grammes for “normal’’ youth

is not :

<. Primarily a recreation agency.
While the -“Y** blieves in recreation and
carries a wide varicty of sports activities
and physical e¢ducation. it is not primarily a
Tecreational agency

3 A Church It does not have a
creed to which members must subscribe.
its memoership is open to all, regardless
of religious background It supplements,
but does not supplant the church. |t
tncourages its members to be Joyal to
the church of its choice

The Y M C A. is a world - wide
organization involving boys, pirls men
and women of all races, all Christian
confessions and those of many other
taiths. Although each Y.M C A s
indcpendent in organization, the Y M.
C As the world around are bound together
in common underlying purpose and mutual
support.

The Y. M C. A. of yours is there
for yoa to use, to support, to help and
to talk about. This is only a building
and unless the people of Jalfna and of
the Northern Province become enthusiastic
about the place of this great organization
in your livesthis Y M. C A will remain
just brick and mortar instead of the
moving influence in the community and
in the country.

Boris M. Kazimiroff.
Associate National General Secretary

3rd O.tober 1962

men.

The Mission of the YMCA |

The Young Men’s Christian Associations seek to unite those young
men wro regarding Jesus Christ as their God and Saviour, according to the
Holy Scriptures, desire to be his disciples in their faith and in heir life.
and to associate their efforts for the extension of his Kingdom amongst young
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Physical Education and the Y. M. C. A.

By W. M. S, Kingsbury,
Secretary, Physical Education Department, Colombo Y. M. C. A.

From the inception of the Y.M C.A.
by Sir George Williams in 1844 one of
the foremost objectives of the Y M C A.
was the healthy use of leisure time: and
physical Education was certainly the most
Pleasurable and useful way to promote
health. At the time the Y .MC A. was
founded in England the young men who
were mostly clerks and workers in indus-
trial Centres found very Iittle time to
pursue physical activities as they had to
work long hours. Itls not generally known
that the Saturday half holiday in Eng-
land was mainly due to the influence and
agitation of the Y.M.C A. that en ploy-
ees should be granted a balf holiday for
games and physical activities at the end
of the week

But the emphasis on Physical Educ-
ation on a scientific basis was originated
by the American Y.M,.C A s, especially in
the pgreat American cities Springfiel i
College, which was founded in 1885 by the
National Council of Y M C.A s of the
United States, gave particular emphasis to
the study and propagation of Fhysical
Education. All ofticials of the Y M C A.s
in the United States were seat for training
to Springfield College to be appointed as
Physical Directors, coaches and leuders of
all branches of Sports and Athletics

Springtield College is most famous for
the introduction of the game ot Basketball
in 1891 by Dr. James Naismith Basketball
is now played in more than one hundred
countries of the world and it was given
Olympic status in 1932 at Los Angeles.

When the Y.M C A. Movement was
introduced to India and Ceylon in the Jast

two decades of the 19th century, Physica]
Education was the main feature thit
brought young men and boys within the
orbit of influence of the Y M.C A National
Courcil of India, Burma and Ceylon Men
of the standing of Lr J H ¢ ray, Dr
Noeheren and Dr H. C. Buck in India,
and Dr. R. W. Cammack in Ceylon laid
the foundation of Physical Education
Programmes on a sound sicientific basis.

Dr Grayv started the tirst Y.M.C.A Train-
ing School for Secretaries in 1912 at

Bangalore in which Physical Education
found a prominent place Dr. Nocheren
who was attached to the National Council
Headguarters at Calcutta, visited all
Y M C A.s in India and organized Train-
ing Camps for Physical Education Leaders
as well as coaching camps for Athletics.
Dr. R W Cammack, who arrived in Ceylon
dwing the first World \. ar, was attached to
the Colombo Y.M.C.A. and was largely
responsibile for the encouragement given to
Physical Educa ion in schools and colleges.
Dr Cammack was also insttumental- in
starting the Municipal Playground Move-
ment in Colombo through the Colombo

Municipal Council. Sixieen playgrounds
were planned and laid out in the city ofg

Colombo where Athletics Football, Basket_
ball and Voll:yhall were taught on scienti-
fic lines to the underprivileged boys who
did not have the opportunity of going to
the big public schools Dr Cammack
trained Mr. P G. de Silva, a master
of Wesley College, who was appointed
Instructor at Price Park Playground, and
he was later Chief Playground Instroctor.
Mr. P. G De Silva was succeeded by Mr.

D S. Abraham, an Old Boy of St.John’s
College, Jatina.
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Though Dr, Cammack has been often
referred to as the tather of Physical Educa-
tion in Ceylon, meation should be made of
the pioneers who had laboured in this field
in the early years The Rev Louis Hieb,
who was the first tull time American General
Secretary of the Colombo Y M.C. A, gave
all encouragement to the Physical Fduca-
tion Programme of the Colombo Y M C.A,
Mr. Donald Obeyecekere, Sir Edwin Hay-
ward, Dr David Rockwood Sir John
Rockwood, SirJokn Tarbat, Mr H Freu-
denberg, Mr W. A. Cole, Sir tierbert
Dowbiggin, Mr. Sam J (, Kadirgamar,
Mr. N BSathasivam. Mr. Jackson Kadir-
gamar, Mr Charlic Hoole, Mr. Gordon
Kadirgamar and Mr. George Atkinson
were most prominent in the Y M C.A,
Physical Programmes in the early part of
this century. Mr. Donald Obeyesekere
introduced Boxing the Rockwood broth rs
encouraged Athletics Mr H Freudenberg
was the Honorary Gymnastics Coach and
Sir Edwin Hayward was the Chairman of
the Y M. C. A, Football Club, rhe first
civilian Football Club started in .9 2. Mr.
N Sathasivam introduced Wresiling to the
Physical Department activities and he holds
the proud record of having won the Y M.
C A, Gymnastics Gold Medal for sixteen
years. from 1908 — 1924,

The Y M.C. A organised Atiletic
Sports Meets on the Galle Face Football
Grounds, which had beea leased out by the
Y.M.C.A.and these Athletic Meets aroused
considerable enthusiasm among the Sports-
loving public of Colombo as an important
Sports event and get-to. ¢ther of all people
mnterested in Sports and Athletics. Very
often the Govcrnors of Ceylon were the
chie! guests and, before the Ceylon Amateur
Athletic Association was s.ared in19.],
the Y M C.A. Athletic Meet was the un-
official Championship ot Ceylon.
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r. R, W Cammack, when he arrived
in Colombo, gathered all these Sports enth-
usiasts and inaugurated the first Physical
Education Council with these high talented
sportsmen. He staged a number of exhi.
bitions and lecture demonstration in various
parts of Ceylon and the imprct of Physica]
Education began tobe felt as a motive force
of Y.M C A work He reorganized the
Athletic Programme and founded the Ceylon
Amateur Athletic Association in 19.1 with
Mr.W.H D Pcrera as the Honorary Secret-
ary When Mr. Camma:k's peiod of
service was drawing to a close, he selected
one of the Y M C A ’s finest sportsmen,
Mr Gordon Kadirgamar,to be his successor
and Mr, Gordon Kadirgamar was sent to
the Y.M.C A College of Physical Educa-
tion in Madias which had been esiablished
in 1942 at the Royapettah Y.M C.A. Mr
Kadirgamar, who was an expert gymnast,
athlete, soccer and basket-bill player,
learnt much from Dr. H C. Buck and
returned to Ceylon in 1952 when he was
appoin ed the first Ceylonese Physical
Director of the Colombo Y M C A. and

succeeded Dr. R. W, Cammack m June
1925 just before his departure.

Mr Gordon Kadirgamar was a man
of tireless energy and carried the good
tidings of Physical Education not only in
the city ot Colombo but to the various
outstation schools. colleges and community
centres.

In 1932, .ir. Kadirgamar joined the
staff of St, John’s College, Jaffna, and the
young men of Jaffna benefited enormously
from his experience and trained leadership.
Mr. Kadirgamar was later appoined
Secretary of the lafina Y M.C A and
through the medium of the Jattna Y.M C.

A helped to establish a Physical Educ-
ation progran.me n Jaifna.

In the meanwhile at the Colombo
Y.h,C.A. Mr. J. V. Hill, an old Trinitian
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who had taken his degree at the University
Coliege and who had obtained his
Diploma in Physical Education at the Y. M.
C.A. College of Physical Education in
Madras, was appointed Physical Directol
of Colombo Y.M C A With his youth,
highly skill d training and zest for physical
activities, games and sports. Juhn Hill
played a usetul role in Phy:ical Education
trog.ammes in Colombo Kandy. Galle
and Jaffna, through the Y M C A s’

schools and colleges. In 1939 just be ore
the War, John Hil joined the Education
Departmen' and Mr N. Sathasivam, a
veteran member of the Colombo Y M C.
A since 1907, was appointed Honorary
Physical Director. Mr. Sathasivam who
had excelled in Gymnastics, Wrestling,
Athletics and Soccer, had a wide and a
versatile knowledge of Physical Education
Programme With the help of a number
of other experienced members he raised
the standard of the Colombo Y.M.C.A.
Prograime in Boxing. Wrestling. Basket-

ball, Hockey Athletics, Judo and Weight-.

lifting Mention should be made of the
valuable contribution to the Physical Dep-
artment wor< made by Mr. D. G Cbeye.
szkere, the Cambridge Univers ty Boxing
Blve. who captained Cambridge. Mr
Obe esckere was for fifteen years the Chair-
man of the Colomto Y M C A. Physical
Department, Mr Egon Bodtker, an
Clympic Athlete. was Chairman of the
Athletic Committee and coached for many
ya2ars

Mr Obeyesckere was <ucceeded as
Chairman of the Physical Department by
the fabulous Mr T.Rudra a mighty man
g fted with enormous natural strength. and
hz performed amazing fcats at the Harbour
Lights Carnival in aid of War Charit es
aad numerous other Carnivals in aid of
charity. He pertormed an almost unbeliev-
able feal in the presence of Sir Andrew
Caldecott, Governor ot Ceylon, when he

allowed a full grown elephant to walk
along the bridge placed on his chest!
Kudra, vho had been a member of the
Physical Department for many years. gave
much of his time to the administration of
the Phvsical Department Even when he
was Deputy Mayor of Colombo and later
Mayor during the Queen’s visit to Ceylon,
he was present at the Gym at least twice
or thrice a week. either wrestling on the
mat or a work-out on the bars. He retained
his locker with his Gym kit until his
untimely death

Just after the War, the Colombo
Y M. C A. intiated a Recreational Fac -
ilities Conference in which a number of
delegates from Sports Associations and
Institutions interested in community work,
as well as ofticials n charge of :chool
programmes, participated A deligation
fromthe Y M C A. interviewed the Edu-
cation Department offictals and the Y M-
C A duligation also gave evidence before
a Commission on Physical Education ap-
pointed by Sir John Ko'elawela, when he
was the Prime Minister.

The Y M.C.A. Movement in Ceylon,
which was under a Regional Committee
afiiliated to the Indian National Council
of YYM C A.s fo:med the Cevlon Nat-
jonal Council in 1962 with Mr. R. O
Buell who had served the Colombo Y.M.
C A for nearly forty years as the first
National General Secretary

In 1959, Ceylon was fortunate when
Mr Boris Kazimiroft, who had taken his
Master’s Degree in  Physical Educat'on,
was appointed as Fraternal Secretary to
Ceylon Boris, who had been a Physical
Ecucational Consultant in Hong Kong and
other parts of South East Asia gave all
his leisure time to coaching Basketball,
Swimming. Athletics and in holding Coa.
ching Camps. He was also & specialist
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in Boys® Work and established a number
of Boys' Clubs in existisng Y M C As
He revived the Annual Boys’ Camp and
Oider Boys’ Camp and gave a great filip
to Boys’ Work in Ceylon. During his last
year in Ccy on, Boris inaugurated the Physi-
cal Education Course in which seven men
and three women were trzined for Phy-
sical Fducativn work

It may be mentioned that the first All-
Ceylon Inter Y M C A Basketball Cham-
pionships for the
held 1o Angust, 1965 when ten teams re-
presenting seven Y M CAs and three
Boys* Clubs played in the Tournament
teld at the Army Baske'ball Court
Colombo The Moratuwa Y.M C A won
the Championship, with Coloinbo second,
Jatfpa: Y.M.C A third and Mt. Lavima
Y.M.C A fourth.

At the Jaffna College Y.M C. A..
physical activities were first encouraged by
Mr C. W. Phelps, who in 192 staried
coaching Basketball and Athletics Afrer
he lett Ceylon this was taken over by

Mr. R..J Thurarajah After the second

World War, Jafina was fortunate in having
Dr. Robert Holmes, revived Basketball all
over the Peninsula and organized Island-

wide Basketball Tournaments at Vaddu-
koddal

Mr.E A. Champmn Honorary Sec-
rerary of the Y. M C. A.. has done much

for the Physical Education Programme,
both at Jaffna Y M C A and Jaiina
College Y. M C A, oparticularly in

Athletic and Athletic Coaching Camps.
Basketball, Badminton and Table Tennis.

There is much more to be done to
put Physical Education in its rightful place
in the Y. M. C. As of Ceylon. but lack
of funds, lack of trained leaders and the
need for modern equipment have preven-
ted the Ceylon Y. M. C As from mak-
ing a more worthwhile coatribution

‘Cammack: Cup. were,
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The greatest service that the Y. M.
C A Movement in Ceylon has done to
the cause of : hysical Fducation is the
unob rusive leadership with which the
Y M C. A has nurtured and fostered
various branches of Sports As mentfioncd
earlier. the Y M. C. A. Football Club
was the tirst civilian Club founded 1902,
Gymnastics was tanght and practs:d at
the Y M. C, A where it is still one of the
regular teatures. Wresthing was introduced
atthe Y M;C A and in 1939 ths Y. M,
C. A. sponsored the inaugur.tion of the
Amateur, W estling Association with Mr
G G Ponnampalam as its first President
and Mr. N. Sathasivam and Mr. Herbert
H Reid as Vice-Presidents. Table 1ennis
began 10 be played in the Y.MC.A
from 1v24 and for twenty years the Y M.

C A. Champ:onships were wvirtually the
Championships of Cevlon till .944 when
the Y.M C A initiated the Ceylon Table
lennis  Asso:iation. Badminton was
introduced to the Y M C \. by Mr ¢.
Sivallngam and Mr. A Vythialingam.both
of whom excelled in th- game as students
in Malaya and t(he Ceylon Badminton
Association was tormed in 1947 with Sir
Charles Collins as its first President and
Mr A Vythialingam as the Hoawurary
Sceretary. Mention has already bsen made
of Dr Cammack founding the Ceylon
Amateur Athletic Association in 1921,
Basketbali which had beea introduced to
Ceylon by Dr. Cammack was played and
taught by the Y M.C.A. members in alj
parts of Ceylon and in 1949 the Ceylon
Basketball Association was founded with
Mr. John Exter as its tirst President and
Dr J. J. Sarangapany as the first Honor-
ary Secretary Even to this day the Y M.
CA s of Ceylon are fostering all these
games and many of the Governing Bodies
and Distri:t Associations of Sports hold
committee meetings in the Y.M C.A.s at
Colombo Kandy, Jaffna and Galle O

( Reprinted from the souvenir published by the Jaffna Y.M.C.A.
on the occasivn of its 75th anniversary)
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The Y.M.C. A. Movement in Jaffna

By Lyman S. Kulathurgam
( Reprinted from the 1962 Souvenir )

The story of the Y.M.C.A. Movement
in Jaffna starts with the founding of the
first Student Y. M. C A. in Asia at Jaffna
College, Vaddukoddai. It was inaugur-
ated on the 15th of March, 1884, by Dr.
Frank K. Sanders and Mr. W E Hitch-
cock, two American professors of the
College at that time. Within a few months
of the inauguration of this Association we
find an invitation from the Rev. A.E,
Restarick, the Principal of laffna Central
College to Dr. Sandres to help in the
founding of a ‘Y’ there, andsoin 1885
was founded the second Y. M. C. A. in
Jaffna in that school In thesame year was
also founded the Association at St. John's
College, Jatfna.

Before inauguration of the Movement
in Jaffpa, there were existing in Ceylon
two Associations — one in Colombo origin-
ally started in 1859 but soon going out of
existence and revived in 1882, and the other
in' Kandy founded in 1861. The Associ-
ation at Galle was also started in 1884.
The Movement was already forty years old,
when it was introduced into Jaitna. The
International Federation of the Y M C.As,
had already been formed in Paris in 885,
and, as tar as records go, four Associations
bad ¢ mmenced working in India — Cal-
cutta from 18>¢, Trivandrum from 1873,
and Lahore and Bombay from 1875.

The Movement. in laffna began quickly
to gather strength. 1n 1885, the year after
the inauguration of the Movement.in North
Ceylon Y.M.C.A. Union was launched,
consisting of seven Associations. No
records are available as to exactly where
the other tour Associations, beside the ones
at Jaffoa College, St. John’s College and

Central College were. In the History of the
Y.M.C.A. in North America, published
in 1957, we read that in November, 1885
Dr. Sanders. as Editor of the Bulletin of
the Jaffna College Y.M.C.A. reported the
formation of the Jaffna Union of seven
Associations, one of them mentioned as
at Tellippalai He also is reported to have
rem .rked that there were then eleven
Associations in Ceylon, inclusive of the
seven in Jaffoa.

1889 & 1890 are important milestones
in the Movement’s history in Jaffra In
December of 1887 we read of a Y.M.C.A.
Convention held in Vaddukoddai for three
or four days, which was attended by
representatives from South Ceylon too
This was the first regularly organised *Y?
Conference iu the East. At that time there
are report d to have been three Y.M.C A.
Unions the Colombo Union the South
Ceylon Union and the North Ceylon Union.
Mr. G. A, Wille, who was one of those
present at the Convention, in an article he
contributed 10 the Special Golden Jubilee

Number of the'Ceylon Men’ot the Colombo
Y MCA published in November. 1932,

reters to the interesting two and a half
days journecy he made by train to Marale
thence by horse coach to Anuradhapura,
and finslly by bullock omnibus to Jafina
He also records in the same article that
Jatfna was very strong mm Young Men's
Christian Associations, This Convention.
owed its inspiration 1o the visit of
Mr. L P. Wishart, the inter Collegiate,
Secretary of the Y. M. C As. in America

In 1890 the first adult Y. M. C. A.
in Jaifna was started in the
town with the grand uUld Man of



Jaffna, at that time the immensely popular
Government Agent of Jaffna Sir William
Twynam, as its first President. Tt
must have been about this time — records
are not available to give the exact date
— the Uduvil Y.M C.A. was started with
Mr. T C. Changarapillai. Proctor as its
President. The Navaly Y.M.C.A. too was
started in 890, with Mr S P. Lawton as
its President. The exact number of the
Associations and where they were, T have
not been able to find out with any definit-
eness The old numbers of the Morning
Star Speak of Associations during the last
years of the nin°teenth century in, beside
places mentioned already,  Manipay,
Pandaterruppu. Point Pedro Kaddaively,
Atchuvely Uduppiddy. Nallur and Kopay.
The reports of the North Ceylon Y.M.C.A.
Union appearing in the Morning Star,
speak of 17 Associations in 1895 (8 in
colleges and 9 in town and villages), 23
years later and of 18 in 1900 (11 of
them village Associations, 5 of them were
conducted in English and 11 in Taml).

The North Ceylon Union which lasted
for over twenty years, appears to have
been very active  holding regular annual,
semi-annual and public meetings and in
addition, conferences for secretaries. It
was also responsible for holding of Con-
ventions Four more Conventions, the first
was in 1889, were held ¢ in 1891 at
Nallur, in '894 at Chundikuli, in 189> at
Vaddukoddai and in 1897 in the Fort
Church, Jaffna These Conventions were
largely attended and proved extremely use
ful. The Convention in 1895 had as its chief
speaker, Dr. John R. Mott then Secretary
of the World's Christian College Federation,
and Mr. Robert Wilder, of the Kolapur
Presbyterian Mission of India and of the
Student Volunt er Mission: The Rev. G.
S Eddy, Secretary of the Student Move-
ment spoke at the last Convention, which
was held under the joint auspices of the
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Inter-Collegiate Department of the Y. M.
C. A. and the Student Volunteer Movement
of India and Ceylon The Movement derived
strength and inspiration from frequent visits
by Mr Louis Hieb, the Secretary of the
Colombo Y.M.C.A., Dr. Mott and Mr.
Eddy. Among the indefatigable workers
in the cause of the Movement the following
deserve mention: the Revds A E Resta-
rick. J. Thompson (Principal of St John's
College) and Mr W. E. Hitchcock, who
were Presidents of the Union; the Rev. J.
W. Fall andi the Rev. J Carter (Principals
of St John’s College) Rev. W.M.P Wilkes
(Princip1l of Jalfna Central College), and
the Rev.J Bicknell (Principal of Jaffna
College), who were Vice-Presidents; the
Secretaries. the Rev. G. Lesse, Messrs. A,
A. Ward and W. S Vyramuttu; and the
Rev C.C. Handv, who was the Treasurer
tor most part of this period of 20 years.

Tn passing, it may be mentioned that
Dr Mott made this observation of the Jaffna
College Y. M. C. A. after his first visit to
Jaffna in 18°5; **This is not only the oldest
of the freign College Associations, if but
also one of the very best. Few, it any:
Associations in America or Britain are
doing a broader or deeper work*’.

Another significant fact about this
Union was that it laid the greatest empha-
sis on the religious work of the Y.M.C.A
At most of the public meetings held under
jts auspices the lectures were on religious
subjects like -*Study of the Bible*’, *“Sin
and Salvation®*, ‘“Conversion’’, and *Per-
sonal Work'*. As carly as 1894 a prize
was offered by the Rev. S. Knapp of Point
Pedro on the best essay written by a young
man on ** The Method of Salvation’'. This
Prize was won by Mr. C S. Rajaratnam,
who was at that time studying in the Junior
F A. class of Jaffna Central College and
who later became the well-known advocate
of Kandy. Most of the missionaries
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working in Jaffna and the pastors of our
churches appear to have shown a great
interest in and enthusiasm for. these
Associations. That was clearly one of the
potent reasons for the sp ead of he move-

ment and for the virility it showed in these
years.

the first decade
tke number of
progressive

However, after
of the twentieth century
Associations registered a
decline, though a few new Associ-
ations were started like the ones
at Chavachcheri and Chankanai Those
at Navaly and Uduvil were happily very
much alive The Association at Navaly,
it must be rccorded, has had an almost
unbroken existence up to the present time.
It was viry fortunate to have at its helm
men like Messrs. S.T.Arnold S.P Lawton,
and S. C Arnold. Of special interest is
one of its activities — editing of a paper.
In its early years this paper was called
‘“Young Men of Manipay” and since 1953
* Young Christian®® It was the first *Y*
in Jaftna to build a home for itselt. Lhis
was opened for use in 1914. The Uduvil
Association has had its ups and downs For
several vears till the twenties of this
century it was very active, showing progress
in every aspect of its work. Messrs T C
Changarapillai A. A Ward the Rev. S
tliatamby, his son John Eliatamby were its
chief live wires. In 1926 it was resuscitated
and continued to function till about tive
or six years ago. Mention may be made
of the following who gave it dinamis
leadershp : Messrs D 8 Seevaratnam,
T C. Rajaratnam, J. C. Stickney, R. C,
Canagasingham and W. P. A. Cooke. [
my selt have enjoyed working in it as
Secretary tor seven years and President
for ten years. It has also a building of its
own, open:din 1930 In 1940 it had the
privilege of acting as hosts to the Area
Conference of the Ceylon Y. M.-C. As.

During these years the Movement in
Jaftna gained a It of stimulus by the
visits of inspiring world leaders like
Dr. Mott and Dr. Eddy, and great
Indian leaders iike Mr K. T Paul

The Jaffna Y. M. C. A,

The Jaftna Y.M.C.A. whose building
is being opened today, had its origin in
1890 but it appears o have gone to sleep

.soon, Eight years la‘er it was revived and

reorganised at the initiative of Mr Louis
Hicb, the Secretary of the Colombo Y. M.
C. A. It was very fortunate to have agaln
as .its President, Sir William Twynam, Its
Vice-President that year was "'r. T. C.
Changarapillai, its Secretary the Rev. W.
T Garret, the Principal of Jaffna Central
College, and its Treasurer Mr. T M
Thampoe. The members ot the first Board,
of Directors were, in addition to the ofiic
ers, the Revds G.J. Trimmar. H, Horsley
Dr Raiasinghe Messrs. T. P Olagasega-
ram. De Kretser, T S, Cooke E B.
Hunt and A Arulampalam. Mr W S.
Vyramuttu was the Assistant Secretary
The Association got busy at once and
organised itsclf into good working order.
At the very start. the Board decided to
open a Reading aud Reception Room, and
for this purpose commenced raising a fund.
Almost immediately a sum of Rs 600/-
was raised Mr. R W |vers the Govern-
ment Agent, leading the list of subscribers
with a donation of Rs 50/-. - .ore was
raised soon and ‘ a good house on the
Ist Cross Street was engaged, with ac-
commodation for 1U young men to lodge,
a reading room a meeting and social room
and an office’>. The services of an ex-
perienced Assistant were also secured in
the person of, Mr. W S, Vyramutiu Re-
cords have it that the rooms soon became
fully engaged and the building proved

“ditractive to--young. men.  However :this
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building was not to be with the Associ-
ation for long; it had to shift to new
premises in the Main Street, onposite the
Christ Church in two vears, and later to
another site Thae Association became irrit-
ated at having to rent new places in quick
succession; hence, the Board decided to
buy a building plot and put up its own
building. For that purpose an appeal for
raising a sum of Rs 15 000/- was laun-
‘ched in September 1901 This appeal,
copied from the Morning Star appears
elsewhere in this. Souvenir, The list of
subscribers was headed by Mr Wiliam
Mather, who gave Rs 250/- on his ac-
count and another Rs. 100/- on his
‘Company’s account, Tn 1914 plans tor the
building were got ready and preparations
were made for the laying of the found-
ation for it in the site on the Lotus Pond
Road near the Esplanade. It. was about
one acre in extent and had been gifted by
the Government, Nothing concrete seems
to have eome out of these plans. but some-
time :ater the Association bought a house
and property tn the Main Street, opposite
‘the Chrisy Church prob:bly one of its
earliest rented homes, ;

In spite however, of its preoccupation

‘with securing a house for itself, the
Association was alive with its religious.
literary and <ports activities It aiso ran

a hostel which had to be moved from
on: site to another with the following
helping its management in turn : Mr
W.S. Vyramuttu, the R v N G.Nathanicl,
and Messrs. W .A. Collette C.A Hannibalz,

R. R, Alexander and A. V, Chsarles.The
Asso ciation owed its strength du-ing those

days principally 1o the following: Sir
Willlam Twynam, who remained its
President for over twenty years, the

Revds. G J. Irimmer, Jacob Thomp-
son, Messers [saac Tambyah, Tambyah
S. Cooke and T H Crossetts, names to
o reckoned with. in .the histoey of

13

Jaffna: and to Mr Murray Brookes, the
Secretary of the Colombo Y M.C A., who
paid Jaffna frequent visits, and Mr A C.
Harte the General Secretary of the National
Council Quite obviously the Association
then faced the same problem which ths
‘Y' now in Jaffna faces and which ths
*Y’ all over the world faces: the pre-

dominance of older men in its councils
of management. For that reason one of
the earliest reports of the Jaffna Asso-
ciation reminded people that ¢‘'when it
is said that the Association is tor young
men, it means for everybody who does
not think himself to be an old man’’.

The period of the mext thirty years
saw the Association =live, though not
always marked with the same virility a3
before I'wo attempts were made to
strengthen and expand its activities by
the appointment, of paid :ssistant Secre-

taries in 193z and 1939, but  th:
experiment did not succeed.. The first
one to be so appointed. Mr S.S

Arul>mpalam. worked for less than a
year and the other. Mr R. S Seevarat.
nam appointed in 1937, remained in
office for two years In 1934 the Board
was called upon to coasider the proposal
ol one of its members to close the Y’
scll i's building and with the interest
of the sale to help young men from
Jaffna in Colombo. The Board mad:
the one decision possible a~d that was
to reject the proposal The hostel, rui
in the building was placed now under
the charge of the Rev. (Ven) J. A R
havaratnam, who as its warden manage
it very acceptably for a tew ‘ye'rs In
1976 the ‘decision was taken to sel the
property. because the Board felt, and
felt ri.htly, that its site and state of
disrepair were’ no assets to the Associa-
tion. Several negotiations made for its
sale failcd to--materialise. At one ‘stage
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the Board contemplated buying the
Percival Hall. There was later an offer
for tne property for Rs. 8000/- and
the Board was disposed to acrept it but
fortunately the National Council stepped
in and disallowed it Thus it was that
finally in 1942 the building was sold for

a sum of Rs 13,150/-.

The ‘Y’ during these years carried
on several activines like Study Circles.
Literary Meetings Read'ng Room and
some religious services. A very noteworthy
feature of its activities in 1945 was its Social
Service programme. The Group in charge
of it was very much alive to the social
jssues of the dav and campaigned for the
removal of drink evil reduction of crime,
and the eradication of the beggar problem.
Tt called upon the contestants at the Urban
Council Elections to give up the habit of
influencing their voters with bottles of
liqguor It also carried on a campaign of
educating the voters on their rights and
privileges Under the auspices of the Asso-
ciation a Conference of 'Y' workers was
held at the Jaffna Central College, led by
Mr. J. S. Aiman, the Secrctary of the
National Counc'l. In 1944 it celzbrated
the centenary of the founding of the Y. M.
C.A. Movement, with a public meeting held
at St John's College. Beside Mr. Aiman,
Messrs. R O. Buell and J. H. Dunderdale,
the Secretaries of the Colombo Y.M.C.A.
and Dr Stanlev Jones were among the
visitors the Association welcomed during
this time.

There i almost a complete list of
office bearers of theAssociation during this
period, appearing in another page in this
publication; hence, I wish here to single out
for special mention just a few. to whom the
*Y* is obliged a great deal: the Revds E.
M. Weaver, H Peto Dr. A. N.Coomara-
samy, Dr. R E.\V, Jehoratnam, Messrs. L.
P. Spencer, Sam. Seevaratnam, and parti -

cularly Mr. J T.ewis Subramaniam, whose
one concern was to drive the Assnciation
into nerpetual activitv, no matter whether
he held any office in it or not. and what
office it was.

The Y.M.C.A. then ran into a lean
perind of a few vears, but somehow its
work was kent gning throngh a Reading
Room maintained at the bungalow of Mr
C H Cooke Sports activities were conti-
nued on the groundsleaced from the Ladies’
Recreation Club A fillip was given to the
Association with the onening of these
Grounds by the Government Agent, Mr. P.
J Hudson. on the 10th of September, 1949,
Tt was ahout this time that the Ascociation
first thoueht of leasing from the Municipal
Council the Kachcheri Gala land. on which
the build ng is now sited. The idea origin-
ated with Mr R. O, Buell. the Secretary of
the Colombo Y.M.C.A. and he started the
bell rolling for necotiations with the Coun-
cil. The final decision of the Municipa]
Council was taken on the 14th of October
of that year tolease the grounds to the
Association for a period of ninety-nine years.
It was a unanimous decision, and reflected
the general conviction in the Town for the
need of such a building for the expansion
ot the Association’s work. 1t also reflected
the appreciation of what the*Y’was atiempt-
ing todo The plan tor a building was
soon mooted and on the 26th of January,
1952, the foundition stone of the new
building was laid by the Rt Hon. D.S.
Senanayake the then Prime Minister of
Ceylon. The Bishop of the Jafina Diocese
of the Church of South India, the Rt.
Rev Dr.S Kulandran, offered the prayer
of dedication. From then onwards the
Association has been concerued chietly
about bringing the building scheme into
fruition. Ten years are notl a long period
for 1he scheme to have materialised. During
the period the Board on several occasions
thought of temporary structures and



partial completion, but, thanks to the
generosity of the World Alliance and of
the people at large, who gave liberally
towards the building, it is a reality
today.

Much of the credit of what the ‘Y*
has been able to achieve in recent years
must undoubtedly go to Mr. E. R T.
Reginald, who became its Secretary in 1951,
For seven years he threw himself into the
Y.M.C.A’s work with indefatigable
energy and burning enthusiasm He it was
that galvanised the Association into real
life. His untimely death under tragic
circumstances in 1958, was therefore a stun-
ning blow to the 'Y’ Mr. R. O. Buell is
another person to whom the Association
cannot render adequate thanks. He has
beeu all these years behind the Association,
supporting all its efforts, and awakening
and driving it to action, when it was dis-
posed to be inactive and dejected. It has
also been tortunate in the Presiden's it has
bad during these impo:tant years: Dr H.
R. Saravanamuttu, Messrs. R C.S, Cooke,
A E. R. Corea, E. J Jeyarajah, and
J. M. Sabaratnam

The Association has been identifyirg
itself with the work ot the Movement in
the Island generally. It has kept its vita]
connections with the Rcgional Commitiee
and is now a constituent of the much longed
for National Council ot the YMCAs.
in Ceylon. [t has heen able to s=nd repre-
sentatives to international conferences. [n
December, 1943 its Sccretary, the Rev. A.
J. C Sclvaratnam atiendzsd the Conference
of Christian Youth held at Allahabad,

15

India; Mr. Lyman S Kulathungam went
from the Jatfna Association to the Third
Asian Leaders® Conference, held in D ce-
mber, 1953, at Baguio, Phillipines and 1n
1955 the following bad the privilege of re-
presenting it at the World Y.M.C.A.
Centennial Conference held at Paris: Messrs:
E,R T. Reginald, J. G. Aseervatham and
A C Yogarajah.

The Association also benefited greatly
by the visits of Y.M.C.A. leaders like Dr.
S. C Leung, the Rey Franklin, Mr T. D.
Santwan, Mr. Allan Andrew, Mr. Richard
Fitts Mr. C Eddy, Dr Paul M Limbert,
General Secretary of the World Alliance of
Y.M.C.As Dr D S. Mulaliperumal, the
General Secretary of the National Council
of the Y.M.C.A. in India and Ceylon,and
Mr. P. C. Miraflores of the Phillipines
Y.M.C.A. i

The Building, looked forward to and
worked for almost since the beginning is
now a reality, It is hoped that this will
inaugurate a new era of really sehid and
worthwhile work not only in the Jaffna
Town but also throughout the North.
The founder of the Movement, Sir George
Williams, said sixty years ago at New
York; *“The demand of the new century
is for men of strong Christian character,
men of dauntless courage and unfaltering
faith; men filled with the spirit of Christ,
and  self-sacrificing love for their
fellowmen’’. That demand is still there.
Our prayer is that the Jatfna Y.M C A.,
which begins a new era today, will meet
that dcmand.

-0 0 00—
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The Y. M. C. A.

THE Church which has tended to
withdraw inwardly, preocrupied with its
own interests is increasingly realising the
need to move out into the world, which
is its true ficld ot witness and service.
Jesus Christ s Lord of ihe whole world.
The earlier limited view about evangelism
and an over emphasis on the individual
and pietistic life of Christians is being
alered

In this context the role ofthe Y
M.C A. as aserving agency of the
Church, in its mission
vital. There is the mutual dependence of
the Y. M C. A. and the Church. The
Y. M. C. A. derives spiritual strength
from the Church and the Church thro-
ugh the Y M C. A. movement 1s able
to have a wider outreach in the com-
raunity The work of the 8 o M.C A.
as a serving agency of the Church has
special mgmﬁcance in a country of diverse
religions, races, and cultures, The
V.M.C. A ' movement is a great force

for unity and cut across barriers of
caste. race and religions. It is an agency
through which all sections of socicty

could co-operate for community service

In this way it could help to hreak down
the ‘communal and mtroverted life of the
Church.

The Y M.C A movement s a
means of mobilising the lay people ina
specific way to support the work of the
Church If the Church is tobe effective
and relevant in the present world it has
to work increasingly through its lay pe-
ople The Church has to enter through
its laity. the workshops,
and factories and face up 10 the pro-
blems in society, In this the Y. M. C.A.

to the world is:

offices. farms. .

and the Church

has an important contribution to make.
It could train lay people to demonstrate
the nature and purpose of the Church
in the woild, through their vocation

The Y.M C A fulfills an importa-
nt need in the training and nurture of
youth The furure of the Church depends
to a large extent on the youth ot today.
The Christi'n message has to be made
relevant to the problems that youth
face in the modera world. ' 'The Church
is dependent on the Y.M C A. for the
task of awakening® youth to live their
rcligion in tien day today hives. There
is a varied programme that the Y. M.
C A movement ofters to young people,
the recreational and sports activities, the
literary activities, the studies and discu-
ssions, and the devotional programmes
afl ‘hese contribute 1o the development
of ihe full reisonality he Y. M C. A
confronts youth with wider areas of ser-
vice affords opportunities for trainirg
in citizenship and instils in youth a
sense of responsibility to their nation.

Today there is increasing realisation’
of the nced for the Church to play a
positive role in the task of nation buil-
ding. This is particularly 4 need m the
newly independent Asian countries.” The
Church should be concerncd with politi
cal social, ard economic issues that affect
the nation Jt should be a force for
social reconcihiation and njustice in the
pation For the fulfilment of this resp~
onsibility the Y. M C A provides an
invaluable forum for thinking and action.

The Y M C.A has its own contri-
bution to make in fostering unity and
understanding among the different chu-
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rch denominations. Too often the Church
is ineffective because of its narrow
divisions of denominatiocnalism At a
time when the Church is siriving towa-

rds union. in'a sense this is salready a
reality in the li'e ot the Y. M. C. A.
The Y. M C A. has an important

frontier work in assisting the Church to
reach out to areas where the Church has
not been able to enter effectively hitherto,
due perhaps 1o conservatism and adher-
ence to traditional patterns of service.
The Church has been hesitant to reach
out to people of other faiths. It needs
to enter into a dialogue with the other
religions and consider common i-sues,
that confront man 1n society There is
also the challenge of ++secularism’”
which the Church in its '‘ghetto™ existe-
nce is not able to meet effectively. There
are many who have ceased to belong to
any church [hey do not attend church
services. The Y. M. C. A could be one
avenue through which they could
still be drawn into the Christian fellow-
ship The Church that is out of touch
with the secular world cannot understand

fully the doubts and dfficultics that
beset “‘sccular’ Christians. The Y. M.
C. A through its residential hostels.

counselling services, and welfare progra-
mmes is in a position to assist the Chu-
rch in this task.

In times of rapid social change as
the pressnt, the Church needs to respond

‘society
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more positively to meet the needs ofa
changing world. Too often the Church
has been a bewildered spectator. The
Church n:eds to be involved in the
whole process of change both in the
urban and rural areas, The Church ir
Ceylon has been more representative of
the middle class and has not sufficiently
reached out to include the lower middle
class and the working classes. It has
not contributed sufficiently to the bett-
erment of the rural communities There
are instances in other countries whers
the Y. M C. A. has undertaken responsi-
bil:ty for rural development programmes
and has worked side by side with gover-
nment and other voluntary agencics. { here
have been rural training centres sponso-
red by the Y. M. C. A’s tor ths specific
task of training wvoluntary lay workers
who would help inthe rural -elfare
work of the ¢ hurch.

The Chuich needs to enter as never
before new, and unredeemed areas of
and througt the life and witness
of its laity make the Gospel of Jesus
Christ relevant to the peresent time aod
situation It needs to express itsell with
a new dynamism and in indigenous
terms In all this the co-tributivn tha:
the Y. M C. A could make is significant
and it is in a very real sense the right
arm of the « hurch

Contributed by the Christian [Insritute

for the Study of Religivn anb Society,
Jaffra.
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Looking

Forward

By E. A, Champion
(Reprinted from the 1952 Souvenir)
Hony, General Secretary, Jaffna Y. M. C. A (1962~ 6%)

‘He crmes to us as of old, bv the lakeside, He came to those men
who knew Him not. He speaks to us the same world. **Foll.wed thou mel”
and sets us to the takes which He has to fulfil for our time. He comm-
ands, And to those who obey Him, He will reveal Himself in toils, the
coufilcts, the sufferings which they shall pass through in His fellowship,
and, as an ineffable mystery, they shall learn in their own experience who

He is’

When the history of the Jafrna Town
comes to be written, perhaps some furure
historian will have at Jeast a passing
remark to make about a small group of
people who met at the request of Sir
William Twynam to inaugurate, in remote
Jaffna, a little branch of a Worldwide
Brothcrhood. In this article, it is my
intention to took forward and perhaps
to dream of all the thirgs this institu-
tion must be heir to. What we see in
achievement today are the dreams of that
small group 75 years ago. What we dream
today, perhaps, will be the fulfilment
and achievements of our children, of the

young men and boys who are the rightful
heirs of all that is good and noble.

The future of men and institutions
necessarily depends on the past and ihe
present. The Jat'nma Y. M. C. A. these
75 vears has had its period of trial, its
period of triumph and today in its 75th
year is placed in a most chalienging
position. The years before the 2nd World
War were years of experimentation, of
successes and failures, culminating in the
sale of the buiiding situatzd in the town.
But, right through the period, the Christi-

an leadersh'p in Jaffna was  actively
associated with the Y. M. C. A., leader-

ship coming from all denominations.

— Albert Schweitzer

Names such as, ‘Dr Isaac Thambiah,
P. T. Cash, E. M. Weaver, Henry Peto,
T. S. Cooke, Dr. A. N. Ccomarasamy,
Sam Seevaratnam, Ven. J. A. R. Navarat-
nam. A. J. R. Vethavanam. Lewis Subra-
maniam, Dr. R. E. W. Jehoratnam, occur
time and again in the records. With
such leadership the Association could not
but succeed. With the sale of the build-
ing the Y. M. C. A was without a home,
but not without friends. Even though at
times only two or three gathered in his
name to keep alive this great ideal, the
Association was kept alive because of the
zeal and enthusiasm of a few. Once
again the names that appear are: Dr.
H. R. Saravanamuthu, Rev. A.J.C.
Selvaratnam, Lewis Subram:niam, W. G.

Spencer. R. C. S. Cooke, Rev. T. K.
Curtis P T Mathai, R M. Devadasan,
Dr R E. W. Jehoratnam, E. J Jeya-

rajah, E R T. Reginald, J G. Arasa-
ratnam, J M. Sabaratnam, Dr. G N.R.
Nathaniel, C. A W. Edwards. and so on
the leadership comes 10 us in a never
ending line. It is the consciousness of
this trust that has beea placed with us,
that makes the leadership of today all

the more importint, because we must
never fail those that have gone
before.
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Ever since the mew building  was
dedicated. and opened its doors to the
youth of Jaffna, the Jaffra Y M. C A.
has entered into a new field of work and
activity, and it is at this time when so
much needs to be done that is <o very
essential that the vision of those at the
helm of affairs must necessarily be a
vision towards the fulfilments not only
of the primary abjective ¢ That they all
may be one. that the world may belicve
that Thou hast sent me’’ but also a
vision that will unite aud bind the youth
of this land in common weal and com-
mon woe. Wherever the red triangle s
seen in whatever remote corner of the
world it has always been not only a
svmbol of the unity of body, mind and
spirit, but a umty symbolising the com
mon brotherhood of man It is in this
perspective that wharever IS planned
whatever goes forth from this building,
must always pioclaim that the Y M
C.A., in a world torn into such Irag-
ments symbolises the brotherhood  of
man in Christ Jesus.

The primary objective of the Jaffna
Y. M. C. A., as we see it, will, there-
fore, not merely b: work in the Ja'fna
town but in promoting and strengthening
Y. M. C. As through the length and
breadth of the Jatfna Peninsula. The
Jaifna Y. M C. A will be called upon
to use its resources of men and material
to respond to the call of the rural units.
In doing so, the Jattna Y M C A.
must be prejared to re-orientate its out -
look, to be able to adjust iiself to the
needs of the rural youth. Thus will mean
an understanding ol the needs  of the
youth mm rural areas and also an
appreciation of the particular environ-
ment 1 which the Y. M.C A. issei.
This approach is all the more important
because of the recent changes in  the
National organisation. In 1962 the Na-

i9

tional Council of the Y.M C A.sof
Ceylon was established If this Council
is to grow. the peripheral units — North,
South, East and West — must be fostered.
Today the Y. M. C A Movemeant is
largely an urban movement, meeting the
needs of wurban populaion, but the
Y M C. A as a Natioaal organisation
will be very much isolated and out of
touch if it does not derive its strength
from rural and urban aieas We trust
that the Jaftna Y M. C A, will give the
lead in this sphere of work

‘Thiv money goes tr the Y’ said he,
Fer the man I shoul. like my son to be.

This money goes for the things ['ve
loarned.
my fingers
burnid,
This money goes for the old. old trutin,
1 wish 1 had known in my early youth
It goes for the things of the long ago,
Which I've said 1 wanted my boy 10
know **

To my sorrow by getting

This building is primarly dedicated
to the youth of this land and to serve
them must always be our primary aim.
The National Council of Y.M.C.A s
recently resolved that all Y M C A
units should have an active Boys’ De-
parirment The Jaffna Y M. C A,
however has shown great wvision in that,
even before the resolution was passed in
the Natioral Council, the Board of
Directors had decided that the Boys’
Departinent should be an essential feature
of our Y M. C A. To give meaning 10
this, we employed a full time Secretary
and have sent him abroad for specialized
training in youth work We are confident
that this far reaching pclicy  will one
day prove our greatest asset For not
only are we meeting the particular
problems of our youth today, but we
are building no longer with brick and
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mortar but with men Young men and
Doys who will chenish the ideals of this
Movement and foster the spirit 0. Brother-
100d

Our Boys’ D:partment is composed
of Chri vans and non - Christians from
all walks of ife They come and we
10pe will keep coming, ‘and Icarn in this
slace to te in the words of the poet,

‘I'he m n I should like mv son to be'.

i planning for the future this aspect
of our work has to be always  given
prime importince The Y M C A. must
hbe in a position to meet the peeds of
Youth and ‘heir aspirations as they seek
gwdance from us. In thi. the Y. M.
C. A. has to work in close co - ordina-
tion with the schools and churches. This
is all the more important because of

the large numbers and the school cannot
devote the atteation which such large
pu nbers require. The Y. M. C. A. is thus
in a position to help and must not be
tound wanting.

The Y. M. C. A. hasalso a role to
play iu the Social and Cultural spheres.
Ia this task, the role ot the Y. ui. C. A.
will not be an easy one because of the
di'ferent levels from which its member-
ship is d awn. While the Y. M. C. A.
Movement is essentially an International
Movement it has alvays identified jtself
with, blending and becoming a part of,
the national texture. [1 Ceylon this task
is all the mo-e difficult because we are
not a homogeneous co nmunity. The
task, theietore, will be to strive for a
uvity which must be found in diversity.

From the Y. M. C. A Log Book

“I am happy to come to Jaffna to lay the Foundation
Stone of the Jaffna Y M. C. A.
the Christian Community here is taking steps to look after
their younger generation & keep them steady i their religious
and social activities. 1 have myself been greatly benefit the
Y. M. C. A.of my school days. It is a happy augtry to
see so many clders of Jaffna taking part in this Movement.”*

Building. I am glad that

Sgd D. S. Senanayake
Prime Minister of Ceylon
Z6th Jan. 1952
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Tiny Tots at Nursery Sc¢’ ool

Vocational Training for Women
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Mr. & Mrs. Ed. Wybourn in
oor midst. kd laid the
foundation for a
Gymnasivm in 1977.

Fousing Scheme for
Refugees

Youth in Action
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( Chairman, Religious work Committee )

mrhone® elgproa Qg alinflae
wiras GQamravi @b wrpluTas  erad
ur Bflavsey RusssBar &l 55T &R0
oG SH S5 STIGFD b
Cravausmer por Gunr@h, QupaGur
G Sl uridsCGaramigw  Denevud sy
adireorg. @Germ @F5 Busshd  ymd
Qumd  Frgmersmers GQewd  apaid
FTHSa Wis5s 100 gyeamw@seler  ere
would Wsayd wWRHIPuj 6 SeT5 H1DH
pram @ elproads Gy TR Dy,

I 44g9uib gyetorig v BVam L 6T 0T F5S
MG Gai Gayritgh e efdsllunbsiv  ereirs
auflelr  Femavantouley LIGH G e (B o mefLf
war qery Gsifs smsdar @uey GprTm

genarl] Lwerrer  aflseflsy Qeadi
Couevr RO mith, srisEnaw  sfeflud

BowsG ArCurssrape wSTs yenow
Coueir RQosr s 5@ Causmaiol
gy Wseyh @6l flueniowT g ereir gy
Qeiis GiwrersBer efswerairs el
ud Hlevger Quisstd  wpHer tPBa
G QTGS R s L g
Qb5 Bussser Glamarser o e e
ursmsellgyd Bloenii® Gery fnis
wopulld FGaasdr QFwuwrnd emder
mer,

1884 9y1b gyewrig e aul’ Bd Cxmi_eni_,
wirgpimend  sa gy Mud gyb,  1885.9y1h
QYOI GV  WHTLPLNITETD  SB @6 gy
Haub @ps @Quash yrbdsstu. e
QeuweLi_ g O Hri_m&er. 1889 b
QTR aurelnt G Pavsas QubasRer
W&THTE QS wirplimenrd s gy
Jev 1fgeyd B sepd,  TEHLLIT S D
BOLOUDDS. Q5% WETHETL IS [Baom

esufler U Urstisadgnlmss (7R S
gor G igpoerallsy  Fev B0\ m et e,
@b ST HTE WT LI Tant S 51 Bt Glrmib
ysip FLg s QsTH 55567, WTHIT
g sMSBHrHEHH wpsPu @S FuLb
Qup D5

wrplTeT s Ry 1890 9yh gy ww®
wrip. BF5 umelut BAivsa Qudsn
QTIDAFFIIL L 5. DEBTRHDD  wirpLy
U g Ha YrETas  YDIrTs @Gk
Bz seflvellunb @emewerid  ereritaGyr
STTEAET S Hraurd: @mbH G smer 6oy
yugle) JurTH  LdPSSTI. @S
Quésn Gsi  oeiwellunb  Geasewid
YT Eeflel  &aweyameoufer Sip  perE
T FRAW D5, BV  QFdaTsGL
Quppeow @GN GF655T@ED. @ s
Do Bd G spars e mpss b5
2ACssT @hs5 QuissHT SMavaudSeTm
sy, Gewarertsarrsen,  QuUT@arT
AT HETTHAYD yenew sFeoLuiar Biams

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



22

2. pUHISTT SGTTEA LD SL_GHLDUIT 1) 1f g
SleTenasiii. BT HnTEN G eflpm e Heme
urmE B FTib. eTet.  FSmrPergmb,
Qewerearyms B, erih. S0 & gpavr
wyib, QummerTergma eren. Qs & i B ellmi
Sapid, DB alprd Gupaier sae

UTITS Sy, eronw, af. Saaprusaph
sLaowTDm GG  108)hERd s
BITEHLD.

1949 91b  yemri_araley Q&mupibry

anrallui 8 devgser QuEssHedr Qewer
G grrwamn’gsa% HL_GNLDLIT M) gl Bm. R,
0. dyesd yauiseflsr HCumaemariiiyg
wrponiressid  sEGrfenws  gyehrig ujeiren
BaliuglieoL (% neurews e, erib & 6.
svgruerd Boeuis’ @erer  srenfl) 99
AUBL-BISEES G (5 SM&HGGLI @t i gy
@ psssmamiuiay  mHerd Qe @ Liewd)
LOGHEIERIL GG WpuHPTIS 95 Esd
gTs FEULLg. @0 48w iy ik
BSOS DFHITCT L9 &FeVena) 1952941
YO @5 wrsd 2y S5 G
oGl WWHSNTG LS Yewind F e
28 wEndneilu Qsarger D. S. Geer
G TWSHT BT 6T BITLLg Cauemavemuy
YribG5 wUGHTT. BESE s 1_ib
1962.9i> e B HL1g WP EELII L g,
@GoésL gL SD5 YIS HEG Bavawigus
BEows Graflgs apmign  Ueflufa
aafAur (LIBEGIA) owd Gsips sar
B& Fmerav Gap Lo GG LIGI(BLD, 2 GU&
Tt Hplevser GQués Birairs sous

Buymas Ceigs HQwhdsr, seri_mr,
Y pr@Rsmers  Grips & fleiv 5 1
Qs ssEnd  peirefle gy 201D & H6Y LD

&IN5 555 BT G0 .

@83 srTwsSe wrplTer  aured
ui Sevsar QuEsIHGT  HoveairTae
5®. x. C.S. @& yaisesd, GQewen
ord BTUSWTSE BE. Sad YT S geT
et s@hd, Gurmerrearrrs Sw. J G.

ST ET ST et Henh, HEHET FenL
2 puidlertsarrs  aeldHus ST HE
G. N. R. pgsreflud, Dmeumreriser

E. A, erwlwer, oplser GemeaugrerT,

M. ureisiFoer, srapGasdy GibeoLiwr,

Gapigh UG siranar, K. ygesib
Heremar, A. A, @&, L. P. geogrss
arth YRCuriEesh, [@eTab LWL

@ps GprosmsenasTs 2pEe GG N
FlQ@T . Glowd Semer  BIHOTITR  alpm
anad & (R FeflG@ Ll anTilenLs Smanr
ariser J. G, grersPeard, K. LhTenTLh
deranar yBCumri Quppeiwss @op
agEE pory S pReTCnmi.  gever
Guuirtr opiennd@er  197CmP G grararer .
Qauitser erwBumEd @55 GV STUNT G
Gar ewert&RdHTa Yy s Grsma
sEhHGL  BTiD  Qwmpesgydm e
O F a1 5 5P 3 mrib.

Guoav wmgup et @ STUB S
Bést g sm5e S wpuds Talum
G QsT®SS @Smmpliybd, Bsshs zd
QEr®ss Py @sQaET® 5550805 .
Qoo gm5s Qpps populs sy
w55 Qurduerari  Sm: G.S. gy
@TDLILD @i HeT DSl Dy GQLimib
Ceamaramus Brb GTeTpib wPFHI wpig
wI g,

FLEL STOIOTSE WNTIPUIITERT euralliyT
Rifleovgey PuEsd oL erer gy
FVEISHT, T FEGET,  eTTLIa D B ) B
ETTOW &TSITUTS GMbsaT HTGH
Qs Sm. E.R. [, QepfiGarmsv’ yeaud
&Bar gauri. 1951 yaw@ @drafws

#5881 Qurgd Qewameargrasl  Lga
Cupg GsTLdPwrs  Tuam_fiser
Q5 BussSRT T sREsTE el

P DAL & JurTH 2055  @eudleir
Bier wopy Gaelwudsssns FR
Deww epyurs Guelunrgd.  Gaufer
Bier wopalarred @aalwsand Gsria

DpEGES STRSPN QIPGL by
TR L9 & O BTiiifsb G amiu
Qeiw Gelusssms ayfl  pln Hu
Qu@mwsgluat @ R. O. 9y areh
DI ST,

Qésrws L 58w @aelwss s Few
pICarHpS5I DG 2sflurs  Qwhgl

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



DS sl LGlew  ywmisiss
maugiw swrd H. R.  sraeerepsd s,
Bm. R.C.S. 6, 8. A. E. R, GQard
wr, Sw: E. 1. Qourrer, Bg:J. M.
surr $Barih HCuwirisefler Garenasnut
GTGN miib 1D MESE (P ILT Ff .

1962.9th yevorL_emalel HTM S5
Saragmers Qaremigmbs  (@selwssn
@bty BT BTOSE BLDUL L s s SeuT
savard Qemeawig UL SsT apath () ST s
Yorcadi Geemarenuws Frib o mlwrd Figw
S aelmsE ngl.

sroprem® lprd @apaler sanaal
graiuesiuT sl augsd . 5. M. V.,
Benspmuisd et SEHG@GID, IYEHHT &L
slewri semd@id, geeru Gussaller soma
AUTHAPHGLD, IY&HGUApHHaNeT Biam @ Hens
G, Gewewrerfler o geflumermirs G55
senoriaent-uirg ey flls agmd Hm:
Geureviiir @o s Her@rsid  Syeui&ans @b
STIDGl TS GISFeTUD, BT lenurijib
Qafel sgs QaraneasHGpmib.

& et grafler ouLflisL_ g Setleor T e
BT@ReG@ Frer eueriFRuemi s g
Quredey Qupgy aerd bz aimh @eelws
sib S-S @EHUSDSES AL
geong Crameandst Gadms wseb s
slsg wriiss Gemanwn hi) wuma s
wRPFRE G ST @GLb.

1970.gyth  yaswrigev iy Hailay 5 mrauly
U@ @ preusng Aoy ns Gemeuuh
Meumptd @enarest LI H&  Blevsvus S BT
UEHET GUPUTHNYD, wPEHRW  EiFuTSS
GUERITHEAY LD, wWiTprtmenr ar el & oflay
Sa Qussidb @mpg QEFwernn ams
DFl. QEsdHE Beveowd aleusrmwib,
tor L QUusT eent, U GpT il 58, régr
i H® yPwarhiley  E)emerTEhit sendE
1 n® yeflgs amS na. @) pyeuanr
Fomi T Said sEEmer @)merehit ser
@i s Qupa GeasflGu wfluyererair .
Quuisalley CpaT ueTms Croaisef
b, Hwir Qevell s Gaef g Bousman
Qmls Qumpm  Sivg  anrpdasiisy

a
23

5555

i i am D
GioihiirL_s9i_ 5 HlelTemsn (G et

BTG, Ul HPG G sTR SIS &

- . iy o mm@]’?&@é@
GRofley GaFwwiu@b @ S

BAUFIDTS DT, FHEGLl—- e
Qedig BOsTESSLILILE al@@,@gb.:,’aﬁﬁﬂ
1 HH Henavund @&N@LBLJG\JNGE?UFT 55-;'5‘”“_
soi GsPw QuéssPar Gpry PFTSS
Qer Gp QuiEH apsToud, DI g
sl QUi paLiyd, 24EH5T @Uf"&'ﬂ“
SOLILLD  whT gpLILiTeT e T el @ﬁ@.&fﬁv
Quidsid G mai . (HLtLS] CROUNIRIE Tl
STEHD.

Qamaptbr) el &) e Bou Bus
&4 Geir Ot gE QF W T eI T &L um.‘l]q
fss awps Dwo:R. 0. Sywe  JUrs
ofieir Loan penar QuITL-1y JQIGDI-W GTH
ST HS IDTSH QHLOGHTLLILD as:;L._Geanmfr
@b erery H. 2ol @gﬁ&g’_&;@@%
iU ST auLpEFI %G@ﬂ&mwuﬂﬁﬁf Guflev
arelur & Plevger Guiss e L1155 DS

a_sg ypwrs o R.O. 19y eusd
GHTUIGTT S & LOSRTLLILE M aoysui gl
LGB I S BGT  FipLitT S LD Dm:G. T. R.

QpaBarral. @HTUSTTSS aflamanr i
TRIGTHOfLD, ng’nurrasg’@mir G L5 3
Qs glufwsorard G. S, o:q@ﬁmhuaufu
GHTUSTI S5 T [5ewa T Hayb, Guo et
ugHisr Bpsol LEsD (Foad (&(BLD
UESTRST GHTUSTITSSOTE Mal. Grib. @
oF. erblm.'rawjmﬂasm;m g{smmé'.a;:_'lu:_'-z_@:
wrptrawth  QUTgEer  BTOHALID
Budermey  pfdsnn L ST, RHpT®
wib Bl 55 OGTLLIGHFET  TARTID
Qurgiger  grofoouors’  UTHss
WHT LTSS LT BT T L6 1 5 D 5
suppmai @ararg. Bm: R. 0. dyad

TUSTISS e uSPpETar  Gs
sdme 30- 12- 1977 gyb yaw® 5.
E. S. Wybouran gjatt sair BTG

Cauamasninl 2ribiilss @alsSTFS6T. [3)D
LosHrL L Geng  16-9- 1981940 9, ()
2w WENU HHIFoU GHSHN FOLIF
Qswarerd Rev. Dr Telfer mook wyari
sar BoH55 oGsTIHGT. P55 DAL
anb BLSRSTD STNGDH iS5 GuUssH

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



24

Sear sdVUTTEs sTRVGE QEsrm ). M.
FUTTESGND ontser  Liemiwtr H afwenin
@SN G5555TGLD.

1983.9pb gyowigsv G Gulad o1
Ll @rmemeust L9 & o smear & & iT 6h
W gpLinmentid &h Sl b Lpih of Bemié
Csips uw F@ser eorlssy press Qe
WL Lo . @Unngumsd of Reamar @)p5 5

T (R&SPUbLIGIGehd &  Iyeuitser @gud
®hs  sraflsedGa  yHu & (R HEMaTd
sLpds  Qar@sm  Jeudsomer Serayib

AhG GYlwph gaisepds  yHw
T ey efEsini’i_ g,

1983 g1b ey Fossnaulsh am
UL Gendsourssre lsah UTEE
SUULB f@ - auras) - QUT@meT L1asT i
HEGT eTVTD @Gphs 2B5E . GHLDLIB
aor Qapearaflabenelednss s Dsarrs
wirbtiireniid aubg GFipser. ([Gauiser
YrsrmGs BoennnlyGss  osHaer
epsmibgelsy warggl  wrmiofast L
e, wrgptirent eumaliut 8 pflav seu
QuESSHG psirewTer G SUMHLD I HET
wé8w  yOarsmer  Brieun Dujom s
vesflwr pfu srecyedrn  Sm J. vi.
LT T & G6w LD QYRUTHET  HTLD  YmiSFLD
B SS YsGaet  yawriampoyd  Hpsth
1983Q)¢ aupmAw MHPuleT epewd FGus
#4800 ugPule OCaavy  oyeruefilys
Oewis 40 gési smemiloow 64 @bk
sené6E sor 1/2 gést ofsh UDiss
oflgg ssameniyer @ i@  Iyowg
S Q& ® 55516 Q@uLIT ZHoesw Lt
Qureéremp Aoed yHe azwdn LuIHd
Bleoewtb, Lrer wri_grmw, Faps o
B SS Lo 1b yRwaHmD Jeoind g
AUUGEEGS FrES yrd’’ erérgy Quw
A® Sgwers ugmiofss oGRS .

Qurg wear 1gfa wswd Ll HA,
Urer Uregraw, @oey Ui _Frae,
AW DI D BT S SIS, HEEG Gig
Cuhw wagelsr Quirmerm sy (& 5o
&r&  GarfMinicsean gmr, g Czmri
Lb ereTuapomp @a@arm &@LU
Cup@smerar HRwys6l aupmDug. et

6t g Q@mife Gedig Feuerih Bl &
oyt BBy sl ewipmBlug.  @QUigurs
@3 Cuppes Qe wwiu’ . 64 SR LbLIEG
@G Bk B 0GR RSET  aiod
SOYib, Hewmiser S YsOsTTaTYD B
aug senaasr BunHe ey (Heirar s .

1987 opib  yeiige BECII S Bulsh an
LG Buls g it L Henermey LT Bl

sUL L. G@uEsally  FoTd 2l i
GEbuismars  QsflyQztiy  guis
@hFSH L@y BHATTETWNTS 2 GurafLl

Qum@sl&er, o Ml _enarser, Faniie
LT & BT HISET  6TOTLIEEU ST QULHBIF o6t
soflelr  guid & w55 5.

@85 srolt LEEuls GELUSSH
auener [Hphs 18 GEbUGISsHESG 18
afQamersd &Ligd Qar@ss eutselsr
St G G5  cuTpendlss5E. 355
sf @&eT Gawyellss, o @allcr, FamenrTad,
Bopt u@gBger, wrh  GmEsT UGS
@ @ dgefly Cprigd — sawsTenic
eir  Gp slnd  Qar@ésOui_emin
@G &SE8 BT L.

1987 g4b yawwige sLGuUDH D 5
er® yaeuol P ufiimauils O55
Quuis@w 1oreswas - o eowal Senés AG S5
ugurstl yeraflgemers) @b m eper ny e
warsamard QOsfloy@siis  Sersenss
- Glorerpds et 1080[- af$ib
aupmG) eI m gy @nsfL_enFuley
Osifloy QFuts G e ieranersotey
@uheuit wirp. @pss s el ey nh
ot Qzevsiiiuemiyy  wefluer s ayrfud
Qb sevell sHm EGRT pari. @H Gl A
Beirder wirip @)pg  wsellt s arfuds
sl &Hm s Berpr .

1987 gyh . gyevsr 160 ﬂ;j"m'uf_..L_ LT S
Berred  @@HibLr S50 2 G PLILIT 6l GG
Quis GOLUSmSF Geigss 85 Jer
GTHEHHE DT HLD anir 150/~ af sib
Qamrapbry QFrivem BloaerSS0r epwibd
egal Qubm aupis e ps.

I LPLILIT GwoT aurallnr & e seu
Quésd wrp. BIEsTHSS5E  GFiss
FEGVLOGET WL 7T $ G syeTer S hE Far

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Fops Bmawl  Urerd Tl FTensvanul,
Ly BENGIDSGET FETFUNS FMWOWL  UTT
UTLFTeeamy, Fuéssss  srpBiuyrd
et UrLFree) 8w epeirgy LI
LT L_&F [T 6DV &M@ Lh Gutr miciGu@ 55
BLiT 5 5) EOuTLFrmas
ofley spid@ 7T HPNewsersE wrs
Cougeamioms s epirr 350/  af gib aupmis)
QUHIFIL 6T, EUNITL FTeaessll) &ML
t.ﬁ?aimmwa;@gés@ AeVEL, LITe)  suLLmIGe
BDG WTSTHED ST ehdT 250/- of %
wpib eipm% ar@pEpg. Fwair 150 9er
SNETEHET Ny [Gnig swvel shay  enh
DT T &eiT .

G (U FHf L6657

LT FTENUL g ienis apie s LITL.,
Firanawemy efL_{ @marﬂ@ugﬂgi; @giriflsy
arrinfer i) @msG aws ops Gerh
Quiesr sroversendss Qasmifln welH&
AUPRGUS DG YHuTma Smanser of 5
WD @y wSwDH UTL ST, Gl
558 FTHELTSRN G 0BG LITL.
Fresouh Boeld BLTHE  ames g6
Grundnd  Aeowwdsends  Gusmgw
egule)  BlwhRrisamered, @6 ayih
Gz enauiLtrer @R _Semarrufih auLpiEg)
2 HETHIIRSS U (U FIL_6HT G
swd LwlpSaow 1wl Hmpeds Hh @i
wsEensE Gousearinrs swm epum 350/-
ol Sib WISTHSD apiRasReT ng. o
wireney engue Ludn&  ureFmenauic
& DELh g Ll HPuy
L6 urgSZe @Uaw@ GFTLsET  Losner
tlwsy el DRy sefdatiul ® amSps.
aunmid Aoz eremerser aenguia G
ul pRevwins Qupgy uGay GO0
BESBTGLD,

LT GIT e T & @aih: (5

wirphrewr  anradlud B alevsar @Quid

SHHGT WTHTES apLTarGms  Dms
54 Qareargnd Corésors @  Fo-g
GsTEfou pyowssw HFowg  eTerm
1985.94b yew® Sowarrs  QHES

Bwm. M. C. Arrer@ev  geitser  nflw
ABaremersGs h Guirgersraneuier
wL_GGl uGHowusr INss  om i
ufib, 1oedut 115G Guh@lt Lmwa s G

L. et

25

Ty SEnEQETERIL. o _GRSTLIF GeT
mith &Ly QpUESIILL . 9 o & & 6T
T sosiglini i Q& @asUIL Her
&It

Quirgl  weswt_igpib,  Guosvismigud
uerar fe g psEstd  H evsar VBT
uewrigEhGl, SAGurear Gusrasw s/
Sib, wrpliirew R sen  gpERuih,
sv@ sy Bpreuwearih, wWrLh @g&@mu ns'm
QFi1HG swsh, OQFERaydaud FHSD,
D& B aer LerialT oy GipHth 1983, y@w
O STLIGH it SOMGHT Fal L _BIFET BL_IT & 5,5 D
@b LOFIN LI Sew HufLh Siog  Liewflamwd
QFdiusd DHTT  STAWTOWIDTHL LITl%S
LY DSLTULD HTRSSI5GS ST Q&THs
SLI R aumEer g,

@oragars sTéssearmed GLImssE
Gz promi_p 5 ms‘a'm_.ulg'a'i@uﬁ'r Goh Fmamy
awit Qumplsravsurear BHwus G
@ Pmss Caamgw  midursERu
Baasntn o DL L. 5. Cosvnmig ol @)m 55
S paeflsh LTaMETERWBE S SL.1.0S6T,
Guenser, 186 o aar, O s saer,
Fil1g aya@GMw oA yF6T, Hwov i e e Hair
GTEVRVT LD @ B1m & FLg wim s FHTE G 5
@mransepHb, wipsemi_Fazd Butmured
Lew Lidfen Curd sepow 1
BTEH pd &b, I maHenss G
uw e Qurplamaryhd Gosr@eorsn
@b Cauawmygw PHRomw Qsrepby aTe
uit HPivsa G3Pu Puisd  GQupoear
S aypmRugy. Hsng CsNu ZPud
&5 B6r wpa&Ru Hieurfaeyse prib BT
an & SL_alii_HerGaririb.

mrhoTar@ ofpraller  (EHTHSLTS
o050l LEeFuld uw 908555
Qaenavsawer GupQsmerary e St b
Far L’ (Pererer, 9y Her (et Qe

QTS  YBGETAT  IDET ST  FTFUPE
Blenau it g Feor T e BL.TSBIUL[B AFS5
ugei riFresenws  1990.9ub 6w EH

g rgh Gsridsh QummiGumnmn
BLTHE eumers @ .S5555TESID.

wrhlyre aurelut & glevsa Qud
sSFer Togaum yew®  eflpr  oavifley

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



28

5®. W. H. CGsarai_mi s auitser s
Su s @orddnis v HsTrRES
ety QU g uriniys Hen_s5 s
G & sugusTEd.

@euTprss SLp5 100 auBLEs
arrs  @esllwsstd U (B)6Ter e send G
wgGulgud seyellsr  DapevLinTd ey
BLSSLIL B  @ergy 1w peir@arr i meit
smer g _5s BoauiGo srearliu@Her
bgl. HPw  sTeSEEGETGar @y
IrBauBsgid wrplimrensr aurefiud &) flev
S Quésid waser Cremeumw wwewHev
Qaran® @apaueaisdar o B &sda

pfg KNGy Gemarei wéHsEEHGLD
T REG Y np Cuamw®id Gy @ p
svamart (gTisBEAC T, @eflubisd
3§ Geips sFoo HiaurTlser, s
St sraBarfergih pupRsesh BF mar
senth  Qwer Guanbd ol g Fwen ks
erin g Hri_g B GFamey ewLlILITETEnLDUL]LD ,
Burs Spaguyn GQsrewe. G FepsT
wih Czmerm Qawswr(® Quoswrmib, gyevL.
arflelr P i shsend, oG5 ayib
Qariigsmb @55 QusssHar Guod
Bss Cauawr®Goes b mribd sTeBavmsLd
[ paualll_gFe e prRGariors.

2 iumL Glrssbd

FoompSo say@mamue @3w s & Povgmv §0g)
YBTCUIIEGY D @ILESITEYD TMHIYES) 50007 @,

s0g BOSGmaUS QD
Blgammigas @nés KGOS,

2urg sl fmu ffay vEsy 6 unPiss sbmDE
Qan@ses Garvps BEnegisdn @@y @580u83 wads
vt EPavsv smasdar G pniswrgd.

WIPEmeGuUS D NG

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



From the Archives of the Morning star

Ninety years ago

An Appeal for Rs. 15.00
Y. M. C. A Room,
Jaffna Town
July, 190!

Dear Sirs,

In bringing before your notice our urgent appeal on  behalf of the above
Institution, we would earnestly request your attention to the following facts 1n con-
nection with our work.

. The Town of Jalfua is the chief town in the = orthern Province. While C Jlombo
is the capital of the I.land, Jaffna is and always will be the headquarters of the
Ceylon Tamil Our Y.M.C A, was organised in September, 1898, as an endcavour
o meet the needs of the young men who naturally are flocking o the town in
large number for commercial and educarional purposes, and to provide them with
the moral advantages of a Christan home - Iife combin.d with the social and edu
cational advantages Reading - room, Lectures, Enrertainments, and so torih) which
ihe Literary and Social branches o' tne Y. M C. A from 'ime to time organize
Kindly note ia passing that this is the oaly institution of the kind in the Town.

2. During the three years that are past we have endeavoured to fuifil the pur-
poses which have been just enumerated, but our pathway has been strewn with many
obstacles. At times these have been so great that th:y appeared aimost insuper-
able Let as meation cne or twn. lhrough the generosity of our many friends
Rs. 600 was contributed to give us a start. This tund, while amply sufficient to
provide us with furniture and all necessary equipment, was sltogether inadequate
as a building fund. The consequence has been that our career at every step has
been hampered oy the lack of permanent abode. Since our establishment, owing
to various exigencies we have been compelled to change our residence no less than
four times ‘A rolling stone gathers no moss.’ lhen again the rent - charges have
been a serious item in our expenditure Uur current iacome — never too large has
frequently been swaltowed up mn rent. Let it also bs mentioned that our present
accommodation is of a most unsatistaciory kind. The rooms are bare and dark,
and must be far from aitractive to the young men Indeed, unless we speedily
improve them we shall have to abandon all hipe of further advance The wonder
is that working as we have been with such exceedingly poor plant, we should have
as many as 56 enrolled members on our books and a communmity of young men
who ficquent our premises of not far short of 200 What could we not do had
we well- arranged, suitable, permanent premises? It is al-o to be remembercd that
the Town Y. M. C A is the centre and uniting link to some thirteen other Y M,
C. A’s forming the North Ceylon Union. They are capable of great development
and might be made far greater spheres of usefulness Owing to the lack of central
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cuildings, etc. they are too often looked upon as mere School and College Asso-
tiations, and those who do not attend Mission schools or have left these institu-
biuns drift away, so that something on a wide basis 13 much needed.

3. The total cost of the bulding scheme including site in a centrai part of the
Town w:l not fall short of Rs. 15.000. Of this sum we earnestly appeal 1o our
aumerous friends in the Jaffna Peninsu'a to give us at least Rs. 7,500 while the
remainder we hope 10 raise amongst our outside (riends, including those in Colombo,
Viadras, and the Straits Setilements. as well as those England and America.
We contidenily appeal to your generous help and sympathy Our nesd 1s great, and
anless your response is equally so, our scheme is sure to ial  Coutributions will
oc gratetully recewed, oa -behall of the meubers o' the Bourd of Dire:tors, by
the Rev. E. O Martin, tke tlon. Treasurer. Cheques should be made payable to the
credit of the Hon. Tre surer.

Yours very faithiully,
W. C. TWYNA I, — Piesident

G.J. TRIM.AER — Vice - President
1SAAC TA' BY H — Hun. Secy,
E. O. MARILN, —  Hon. Treasurer

Building Scheme

From the Log Book

““l am glad to find the Jaffna Y. M.C,4. so active and
and vigorous todav. They have launched on a scheme to put up
a magnificent building, which is worthy of this Town. With faith
and perseverance 1 have no doubt that they will achieve thetr object.

it is with gret that I lewnt that tle presert Presid ni
Mr. Spencer, who has done so much for Y.M.C.A. is leaving
Jaffna on iransfer btur 1 am certain his place will be taken by
another with equal enthusiasm and zeal so that with the assistance
of the very energetic Secrctary Mr. Regi ald the important work
in hand will be carried out to a successful conclusion.

sgd. E. Y. Kannangara,
iresileut,
Sth Sept. 1953. Regional Committee of Y.M.C . A.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE JAFFNA Y. M. C.A. - 1980

Standing left to right — M/s P. B. Sathaseevan (Programme Secretary)
J. S. David
Sian Kadirgamar
D. J, Hensman
P. B. Rajasoo iyar
N. Thambithurai (General Secretary)
' Sum S. Sathaseevan

Seated left right — M/s L. R. Muttiah

V. J. J. Newton
M. C. Francis

J. G. Arasarstnam

J. M. Sabaratnam (President)
J. 1. Rajaratnam

C. E. Anandarajan

The Rev. J. S. Sarvananthan
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE JAFFNA Y.M.C. A,
CENTENARY YEAR - /990

Standing left to right — M/s.

Seated left to right —

Absent —

Dr

The Rey

Dr

The Rev.

M. Pararajasingnm

L. R. Muttiah

S. K. Suntharalingam (Hony Treasurer)
D. J. Pathr.anathan

S. P. Jeevapantham

H. G. Thampoe

M. C. Francis

T. W. Je, akularajah

J. N. Ponniah

J. S. Sarvananthan
M. 1hambithurai (General Secretary)
E S. Thevasagayam
K. N. Y. Maaurice (Vice-President)
Sam S. Sathaseevan (President)
. M. V. Tissainayagam (Vice-President)
J G. Arasaratn um
G. D. Apandarajan

S. G. Deva
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The opening of the new building on
29th December, 1962 was truly a historic
event in the annals of the Jiffna YMCA
as it marked almost an end of an era
and the beginning of another. The founda-
tion for the building was la'd by the
jate Hon. D S. Senanayake on 26.1.1952
It took ten long years to complete the
building During this ten vear period
the members gathered in a half completed
building and in the homes of members
in the hope and faith that the day will not
be veryfar off when the YMCA members
will be able to meet under a roof worthy
of such an Association The hopes and
faith of so many who sustained us during
these long years have been ftranslated
to reality. The building was completed
with a deficit of Rs 50.000/-. Loans
obtained from the Bank and the Dharma-
puram Trust Fund were hel >ful in meeting
this deficit but took us alength of time
to settle from the meagre resources
obtained through our promotional efforts.

Full - time Staff :

From the time we opened the
" doors ot our new building, the
Jaffna Y M C A entered an  entirely

new field of work and activity. For a

Jaffna Y, . 1. C. A,

GLIMPSES

(1963 —- 1990)

M. Thambithurai
(General Secretary)

long time the YMCA has been able to
carry on mainly through the interest of
dedicated lay people on a  voluntary
capacity, In the new set up.the YMCA
staited to look for persons who would
take on YMCA work as a full time pro-
fession The Board had to face the dual
problem of finding suitable  qualficd
personnel and at the same time, the
finances to manage the new establishinent.

The question of employing a tull time
qualified Secrerary was considered a
priority by the Board At this point the
Colombo YMCA our ~ister organisation.
came to our rescue The Colombo Board
on an appeal made by the Jaffra YM
CA was agreeable to release one if its
senior Secretaries. Mr W. M § Kings-
bury and assigned him to organise the
activities of the Jatfna YMCA for a
period of six months The Colombo
Board also consented to meet the salary
ot Mr. Kingsbury durmmg this period

This kind gesture of the Colombo
YMCA relieved a big burden of -the
Jaffna YMCA The late Mr R.O Buell,
National General Secretary and Mr
L G.G Wijesinghe, General Secretary
of the Colombo YMCA played a signifi-
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cant role in getting Mr. Kingsbury ré-
leased for this short period Mr Kings-
bury w'th hi- long vears of rich experien:e,
dedication and skill helped the Jaffna
YMCA to take the correct steps forward
in various activities in keeping with
YMCA traditions and conventions. Mr.
Kingsbury retired after serving the
Colombo YMCA for thirtyfive years and
seitled down in Dehiwala. After the ethmic
disturbances in 1983 he took up residence
in his homeland, Usan, Mirusuvil and
passed away on 10th January, 1990, at
the age of 83.

The Boa:d then selected Mr. S V.
Ariarajah as its first Business Secretary
in July 1962. Thereafter. the YMCA
felt the need for the appointment of a
talented ard qualified Secretary to take
charge of the activities of the youth and
young adults. With the financial support
oi the National Council the Board
appointed Mr. Marcus Navaratnaraja as
its first Youth Work Secretary. He served
the Jaffna YMCA in this capacity for
five years and joined the National Council
of YMCAs as ijts National Leadership
Secretary. After having served the National
Council for a few years, he was invited
by the Hongkong YMCA as its Program-
me Secretary His coatribution to the
YMCA Movement was remarkable and
outstanding. {

The YMCA bulding being situated
just opposite the Jarffna Secretariat, serves
as a meeting place for several sports
and religious bodies The Red Cross
Society, . Refugees Rehubilitation Fund
1983, Gideons -- Jaftna Camp, Jaifpa
Christian Union, Sri Lanka  Christian
Organisation for the Promotion of Edu-
cation (SCOPE) and the Y’s Men’s Club
of Jaffna use our building for their
meetings. The YMCA has been streng-
thened by their activities in our building.

After the burning of the Jaffna public
library, we offered the R. O. Buell Block
in our premises to the Jaffna Municipal
Council for a public library This library
is functioning well and serves the people
of the area

From 1963 to 1980 varied program-
mes and activities were introduced in
indoor and outdoor games talent contests
in western and eastern music quiz com-
petitions, Bible Quiz, Shakespeare Drama
competitions, etc. These programmes
atiracted a number of young people.
Young people were trained and motivated
to take up responsible positions of
leadership in the society, In this connec-
tion, the contribution made by Mr. Marcus
Navaratnaraja, the first Youth Work
Secretary, should be acknowledged for
bringing the youth together for many
programmes and for making them realise
their leadership potential.

Full time General Secretary :

The year 1980 was another important
milestone in the history of the Jaffna
YMCA. The Jaffna YMCA right from
its inception was managed by Honorary
General Secretaries. 1his was mainly due
to its inabiltty fo raise the needed funds
to appoint a full time professional
General Secretary. In 1980 the Board
decided to amend certain clauses in the
constitution in order to appvint a full-
time General Secretary. With that change
Mr. M. Thambithurai, who functioned
as Business Secretary since 1Y72, was
appointed as the first full time profes-
sional General Secretary. Mr. Thambi-
thurai joined the Jaffna YMCA staff in
1962 when the  building was under
construction In 1964 he joined the staff
of the Colombo YMCA and again in
1972 joined the Jafina YMCA as its
Business Secretary.



In June 1977 he was sent to the
Y MC A Training School in Bangalore
for professional training for a period of
ten months. In August 1985 he was oftered
a study programme by the World Coun-
cil of Churches n Communitv Develop-
ment ‘in the Philippines for a period of
seven months. Again in 1986 the National
Council of Y M C As selected ‘him to
undergo two months advanced traimnng
in Hongkong.- He also represented the
Sri'anka YM C A at a'seminar on ‘A
Chri tian Witness in a Multi - Religious
Contest’ in Chiangmai, Thailand.

Building Extensions :-

it has been a long felt need of the

Jaffra Y M CA to provde adequate
space and equipment for the junior
members. With this erd in view a two-
storeyed bulding was constructed within
the premises. The idea of a building
of this nature was intiated by Mr. J.
(.- Rajararnam (President 1973 - 1976).

This building was made possible from
the initial grant received trem the Lnited
Church Board for Wo ld Mnistries. The
Rev. Dr. Telfer Mook declared this
buildiug open on 16.9..981 This buil-
ding -was named in memory of Mr. R.
O. Buell, the Father of the National
Council of YM C As of Sri Lanka. The
ground floor of the building was named
‘E. T. R. Reginald Gymnasium’. One * alf
of the first floor 15 being used as . a
Library which is named as *G.S. Arul-
ampalam Memorial Library’ The other
half of the same tloor is the Y M C A
Chapel which was dedicated in memory
of ¢Black Family.’

Though the Hostel was intended to
be mainly a lucrative concern, the funds
generated through this source was inad-
equate to subsidise new programmes In
order to increase regular monthly income
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the Restaurant was partitioned and smaller

space was rented out for a shopping
unit. Further, a two storeyed shopping
complex was. cogstructed within  the

premises o generate additional income

The, Jaffna Y M C A participated in
the All Island Finance Campaign crga-
nised by the National Council of Y M
C As and we were able to raise little
over a lakh This campaign helped us
complete the shopaing complex. [o cons-
truct all additional building units, Mr. S.
M V Tissainavagam volunteered to offer
his techn'¢cal advice. The late Mr. J. M.
Sabiratnam provided the imperus necess-
ary for raising the required funds.

L y Leadership :-

The growth of any Y M C A depends
on the leadership provided by the lay
people. There are instances of a few
Y M. C As which are defunct or dormant
due to the lack of committed lay parti
cipation. In this regard the Jaifna Y M
C A has been fortunate .in the dedicated
lzadership the lay leaders have provided.
I wish to mention a few lay leaders
who had made a positive contribution
towards the total development of  the
Jaffna Y M C A during the last three
decades ;

Mr. J. G. Arasaratnam, the late Mr. J.
M. Sebaratnam, Mr, I. I. Rajaratnam,
the late Mr C E. Anandarajan, the
late Mr S. Paramananthan, Mr. M C.
Francis Mr S M V. Tissanayagam,
the late Mr W. A. Walton, the late
Dr. G N. R. Nathaniel, Mr. Sam 8.
Sathaseevan, the late Mr. E. T. R.
Reginald and Prof. Ernest A. Champion.

A special mention has to be made
of the invaluable service rendered by the
Late Mr. J. M. Sabaratnam. He was
elected  President for two terms in 1960-
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1962 and again in 1980- 1983. it was
under his dynamic leadership thut the
main Y M C A building and the other
building units were constructed The
Iyakachchi He"sing Sche ne was his crea-
tion, The Y M C \ owes a decp sense
of gratitude to all these leaders for
their time and talent given to the pro-
gress of the YMCA Movement in  Sri
Lanka in general and to the Jaffna
YMCA in particular

Development Projects & tehabilitation
Prgramme :

The last ten years fron 980 to 1990
was very important in our hisiory for
two reasons On one hand the YMCA
in addition to the traditi ‘nal programmes
started community development projects
On the other the YMCA faced severe
financial ditficulties During this period
the YMCA hostel was virtually closed
due to ethnic disturbances However. it
has not curtailed any of its regular pro-
grammes D uring this decade our YMCA
concentrated its efforts to move with the
Nation in maugurating community develop-
ment projects uch as Employment oriented
training programmes for the :outh,
Children Development projects, Scholar-
sh:p programm:s Relief and Rehabilitation
programmes. Nursery schools. Sewing
centres and monthly financial assistance
to 85 children who were afiecied during
the ethnic disturbances. The fina: cial
assistance to help  these 85 chitdren is
being received tfrom the Hope Outreach
Ministries - South Asia (HOMSA) The
ethnic disturbances in  July 1783 made
the YMCA involve jtself in a new area
of service - Relief ard Rehabilitation to
those who haa been seriously affected
duc to the ethnic disturbarces As a
first step immediate relief was given to
displaced refugees. Later on the Y ..CA
was involved in the permanent rehahilita-

tion of refugees, Under this scheme the
YMCA constructed 90 low cost houses
in .yaiachchi and other areas. To im-
plement this housing scheme the National
Council of Y CAs obtained the necessary
tunding. The Refugess Rehabilitation Fund
1983 came in a big way in funding the
purchase of 40 acres of lard to construct
internal roads and also for the construc
ti n of a community hall The RR F83
also financ*d the  construction o 64
individual wells in the housing scheme
When this profect was initiated it wag
agreed tha! the YMCA would buld only
the hou-es and the beneficiaries would
take care of the provision of door,
win ‘'ows plastering and flooring. How-
ever, under stage Il of this programme
action is being taken to provide doors
and windows and plastering and tlooring.
Income g-nerating prajects are also b:ing
underraken to help the settl rs

Conmercial [nstitute :

The Jaffna YMCA is planning to
maugurate seven development proiects
during the Centenary year One of the
projects is a Commercial [Institute to
trai- young people 1n Englsh a:d Tamil
Typewriting and Shorthand. In order to
raise the capital towards the purchase
of Typewriters and furniture, we appealed
to the Canadian High Commission for a
grant We are grateful to the Canadian
High Commission for the generous giant
of Rs. 237(00/-. We are now in the
proc:ss of purchasing the typewriters and
furmture. We are planning to start tie
Institute in July this year.

Youth Training Centre - Paranthin

The Youth  Training Centre at
Paranthan is a project of the National
Council of Y M C As. At this Cen're
Yourg, people are being trained in agric



culture, dairy, piggery, welding, tractor
training, etc. This project is being fina—
cially supporied by the German Y M
C A Movement. At the request of the
National Council, thas Jaffna YMC A
took over the management of the Cen-
tre in January 1984. Due to the unset-
tled political climate in the country only
few trainees were bencfitted by the
Centre. Now there has besn a marked
improvement in the activities of the
Centre.

Repairs to Y M C A Building :

Consequent to the damage caused
o the YMCA building during the
I PK F offensive in Octoher 1987, we
were forced to shift the office to another
building in close proximity to the Y M
C A Headquarters, Ths YMC A oftice
functioned in a rented out premises.

for nearly six months. An appeal was
made to the [P K F for comoensation
to repair the damaged building. This

appeal had no response. Thereafter an
anpeal was sent to the World Allhance
of Y M C As through the National Coun-
cil. In response to appeals made by
other . YMC As as well. Mr Frank
Kienne, Secretary for Rehabilitition of
the World Alliance of Y M C As visited
some of the YM C As in the Norih

and was able to sce for himself the
damage caused to the YMCA
buildings.

The Jaffna Y M C A is grateful to
the World Alliance of Y M C As for its
generous grant to repair the  building
and also to re - equip the hostel, We
also received a grant from the Nether-
lands (Centrum Voor Zending Diakonait)

National Council of Y M C As :

The National Council o.f YMCAs
right from_ its inception in 1962 has been
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a source of strength to member YMCAs.
The National Council raises funds for the
member Y M C As to implument projects.
When the JAFFNA YM CA faced financial

ditficulties. the Council came to its
rescue by providing salary assistance.
This assistance is still being continued

The National Council, when it was in-
augurated in 1962, functinned in a small
room in the Colombo YMCA with
the National “eneral Secretary and a
Stenographer. Within a quarter century
the Council grew from strength to
strength and is able to own a multi-
storeyed building in the heart of the
city, with more than twentyfive staff
members. Three leading commited perso-
nalities. namely the late Mr R. O. Buell,
Messrs. Bovd 1. Perera and Alagan
Kadirgamar, were mainly responsible for
building uon the image of the National
Council both in Sri Lanka and abroad.
The Secretaries of the National Council

visit the Y M C As regularly and share
their experiences with the local staff.

Mr. Bovd I. Perera in one of his re-
ports after visiting the Jaffna YMCA
stated ‘the Jaffna YM CA is one of
the best maraged Y M C As in the
Tsland where dedicated and effective 1 ader-
ship is provided both by laymen and
the staff.

The Annual General Meetings of the
National Council were held in rotation
at different Y M C As on invitations by
mamber Y M C As. We are happy to place
on record that the Jaffna " YMCA
hosted the Annual General Meeting of
the National Council in 1970, 1980 and
again in 1990. 1 believe among the out
sta‘ion Y M C As only Jaftna YMCA
has hostzd the National Council Anpual
Genera] meeting on more than two occ-
asions The Jaffra Y M C A considers
it a privilege and honour for having
hosted the Annual General Meetings of
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the Council thrice during the last two
decades.

Y’'s Men's Club of Jafipa .

The Y’s Men's Club of Jaffoa s
a Service Atm of the YMCA The rela-
tionship between the YMCA and the
Y’s Men’s Club is very cordial and
mutual The Club has raised funds for
YMCA programmes.

Kayts, Maullaitva and Chavakachcheri
YMCAs :

The Jaffna YMCA sponsored the

YMCAs of Kayts, Muilaitivu and
Chavakachcheri. for  affiliation to the
National Council The Kayts YMCA

has been affiliated and is functioning as
a member YMCA, Mullaitivu and Chava-
kachcheri YMCAs are yet to be afiliated,

Thanks ;

We wish to record our appreciation
and thanks to:

a The Almighty God for His unfailing
guidance and protection and for the
many blessings showered upon the
Movement for the past century

- The Lay Leaders for

providing the
dedicared leadership

The staff, especially Mr. Walter
Ratnasingam, for iheir hard and loyal
services. :

The National Council and its pro-
f ssional Secretaries and other staff
for their hand of fellowship and
friendship at all times

The Principals and staff of St. John's
College and Chundikuli Girls*® College
for the Co - operation extended to
us to conduct programmes

The Churches and other  Christian
organisations for their prayers and
concern

To the Canadian High Commission
for the grant to start a Commercial
Institute.

To our doners for their
contributions.

To all our advertisers for their ready
response.

generous

To those who have contributed
articles and messages of felicitation.

To New Era Press for a  job well
done. : k

From Our Log Book

The erection of a headquarters building for the Y. M. C. A. in Jaffna

will more or less decide the future of association work

in the town and

the neighbouring villages. It will also be a test of the public spirit of both
the Directors aad Members and the public of Jaffna. This is a venturs made

in faith and will come to maturity if faith is sustained by works.
God give us the strength for this achievement of this enterprise

young men.

May
for our

R. O. Buell

Hon, Regional Secretary for Ceylon




e i1}

wWeIGEWIRIQNS MM °
wemeoyef "M ‘3 °¥
&

Jwwedupey ‘A D'V

WEUIBIBABN ¥ 'V °f °

WRUIBILAIS WES

sodwe), ‘S ‘W 'M
WNUIRIBAIS WES

9%00D 'S ‘I

o
LR
.
(X}

e

200D “S°L

"

at

iq

sodwe] ‘W 'L "IN

J04NsELd |

3 LR

wesedesdeuenn 'r 'q

LR (K3
e ¥

memelondf M "3 ‘¥ “1d
weyiyirniey 'S "q A%y
wejedweniy 'S °S "IN

AweseIsmioo) N 'V id

9Iqe|iBAR 10U SPIOIIY
231988010 ‘H 'L *IN

o|qE[I¥AR )OU 3PI03DY

e LR L]
s " a“
‘e (1) ad
. g e e

yelquel oess] ‘aQ
R "L A CAdY

Aaejasdeg Auop

weaeAsqiop 'd f Y

49

WRUSWLIGRS SIMIT -

LY

013d °

DARIM ‘I
JOABIM W

ﬁau o'H. .

H
‘d
|
d

Ay

WeUin] weRIpM HS

+ 8

“r

8

weuis ] wWElA

L.

e
‘va

ae

Wepsey

IS

0661-0681 'V *O W "A EUJJe[ oY) JO sIoIeeq - 2d1JJO

1343
. T¥6)
1¥61
ool
6£61
g€61
€61
ot61
s€61
¥e61
£6l
€6}
1£61
(oc61
2161
1161
161
(6061
(80+1
(L061
(906}
(so61
Y061
€061
1061
1061
o061
8681
0681

Jeo )



yeljeN 'V Y
WRlEN VY

"

“ LE S

a_unuI b o o

LLE Y

meujeiesely "0 °f

wenjeiesely 'O [

eqeN ‘L 'd
welepunsewog § °d
wemBIBLY "q °S T

weiepunsewos S d

i
"

eIy 1L °d

UuBsSByIBARGY, ‘A ¥ IN

. deansesa )

e
an
e
L)

wemeieley 1 °f
ooidmey) 'y "
acaEuﬂ_U v 'd

«f 4

R dfa 02
Weu)BIBSBIY "D °f
£ L8 £

L] (R fg

e -l LK}

woldwey) 'V ‘g

pue 1wmnpeddy ‘N °f
munpeddy N °f

wemeIoyaf "M "H ‘¥

pleai8oy ‘L '¥'H
preuiSoy °L ¥ 'dH
weWeBAPRYD M 'd

WEOIBIBA[IG D [ 'V

[l

Weloewyiqng simog

(X3

o

leinyinouod ‘S D I
» siun) N "L ‘aey
WemeIBARS "D ‘[ "V "IN

Aiejaadeg Auop

(L (X s

Ea&.u._aaﬁé 25

o e Lad

uoifem V- "M

o s e

T e v

et L .
'

piempd M V'
[PlueyIBN ‘N 'N-°
wenieieqes "W
weujeleyes ‘W °
0.8

D

q
L}

2%00) 'S
2500D .m

&M-—;-—.OU

qefeswdor °r g
w0 'Y ‘74 V ¢
vi0) "Y A 'V °f

MoeD 'S D ¥ **
Jaoaadg O ._5 oder

-—uuﬁawﬁlbu._.ww ¥ 'H 1d

Ea_ﬁ_auaaom. B L X
welugwieiqng simo  JIN

Juspisaug

146}
oLe6l
6961
L 61
9961
£961
961
£961
961

1961
091
6561
8561

Leol
L9661
$S61
‘1661
€561
561
1$61
0s6t
661
8v6l
Ly61
9¥61

Sv61
L

.-IO*..



ﬁ—ﬂmﬂﬂom .z -H a e e LX) e ed e LAl QO@—

ﬂ—H___H_HQaH <z .h. “" a % €0 e ad £ [ QEGH

getauod ‘N f “ % TPy i LA 74 8861

..aﬂﬂmﬂﬂ—om .Z. .H £ (1} i (R e % Lx3 LE hnam

ueAgaseyles 'S weg ‘f 9861

dqiedemivied "L ‘4 ¢ Ly i e ¥ i i 9861

i“ @ ‘" o ' e 'L 'L s . 3 WW&—

" " “ e (11 ae i mmghh cU uz 'Ll . *“mﬂ

ueAQQsSBOIBS § wWeg 18 I wmededeolessi] A ‘WS €861

T’ " “” LK 4 L&) (1] as ._-. . .n Nwmﬁ

5 2 = ‘lnpqueqy W ¢ e e % 1861

sioueid ‘D ‘W £18)2)035 [esauan swil [og wemeieqes "W [ L 0861
uomaN ‘f f A ¢ o |

il % i Pyemnpy ‘I D “ ueqieURWelRd 'S *° 6LA1

A .t i spiempg 'S ‘WY ueqjuBgBEIRd 'S *° 8L6l

dﬂmﬁuﬂz .Mm :..—. a " as ¢ ] e e g €q hh.a_.

1 'L an e LT3 &g €% 1] ﬂﬂﬂﬂkﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ‘« .m -U ot WFO_—.

TBASISBIBS g __H—.ﬂ.m e uBSEqIBAIYL ‘r 'd (7] £s un...." “ Slel

ueAdlseyiES 'S weg : L o T o T S ¥L61

Chi L t &y ueyueuBIRIEy ‘S ¢ wemeseley '] °f ¢ €L61

plouty ‘r Aojmeis ‘IW uBgjueuBwWeIEd ‘S "IN weweIBsSBIY ‘D [ IW L6l

Jeansead | ~ Aaegeadeg Auoy Juepisaad Jeo )



With the Best Compliments
from

NEW ERA PUBLICATION LT..,

2§7. Main Street,
Jaffna.
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C)&!”n the HRest 60mp[imen£s

ﬁmm

M. T. PONNAMPALAM

36. Ko Kq S. ROADQ
JAFFNA.

Phone: 23493




With the Compiliments

of

St. Anthony’s Consolidated Limited

Sole Agents Fos

0 SANYO
O GRUNDIG

O FISHER
J BAUKNECHT
[0 ELECTRONICS PRODUCTS

516, SRI SANGARA\JA MAWATHA,
COLOMBO 10

TEL., 24261 -5




HATTON NATIONAL BANK

Your Partner in Progress




Q)onai BCI

by

SUNDHARSON

Market View

Manipay
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With the Best Compliments

of

M/s Murugan Stores

27, STANLEY ROAD,
JAFFNA.

| Distributors for

- CEYLON TOBACCO C0. LTD. & (.T.C. FERTILISERS




Ohe Hallmark o
6rust aml &elialnlilq

SHABRA

We have proved Stability
We have shown Honesty
We are very much Advanced
We have the most Backing
We are so Reliahle

Thats why we are on the move Ahead

For details please contact
Your Friends In Finance

Suasra UNtco Frsance Limirep

61,New BullersRoad, 207, PowerHouse Road,
Colombo-4. Jaffna.

T'P. 589310 & 500576 T'P: 22073 & 24805
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With the Best Compliments

EMDEE  Enterprises

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
ATCHUVELY

ESLeES




With the Bzst Compliments From

MERCANTILE CREDIT

JAFFNA BRANCH




VML 4 YOUTH TRANING CENTRE

(A Project of the Nétional Council of Y.M.C.A.S of Sri Lanka)
(Managed by Jaffna Y. M. C. A)

S P@lCrrv vl psfasés ar v g arisaRC b Gk s
6 swor weT U1 1 (B S6IT CargU @& par.

‘. éfessnwip (Agriculture Course) 94 @ ico (8 veusw)
Weraumid Limri_miseflstr Qedigpen pis Ll HPuyih clerdss: GO SERD eLIe
apeirer e floyengwimeri sermey Gur éSLILIGLD.

(a) Gsmydl afgpeprery (Poultry Science)

(b) umrpusmenenr elgsesrerd (Dairy Science)

(¢) wuii Gaermemenn (Crops)

(d) ymsaluiwe (Heorticulture)

(e) elausrws Qumpfulwé (Agri. Eng.)

(f) didursern (Irrigation)

(8) 2po QupSobd Gsaisseybd Ugmoib
(ractorDriving & Maintenance)

(h) uemeewr gparewsgans (Farm Management)

(i) @pwe everdiny (Rabbit Keeping)

(i) Gzaf eaeriiiy (Bee Keeping)

(k) werpf) everiiiny (Piggery)

(1) lpss Ser 2 HusH (Animal Feed Manufacturing)

B. gLGGmammi udm? (Welding Course) BTG 0TSO

(a) feirupm eweuciy (Electric Welding)
(b) amryunm ewanny (Gas Weiding)
(¢) 2C@ars Geadw (Black Smithy)

WI516%5 SLLawd: gpuT 500)

® gwBon aws, Gus, arféss spUIssIUEDL. uTLdFTarsSHE
YPWES FHDVTEST QUEGURSSLILGL. Qwas sSEGUIL. aFBub,
ey Q&r@ESLIIELD.

& @L@Cuoa sbugswrar saw Cuowsesd Q&g srlil@L.
21 o @srLry Q&mers.

DIREC'OR




QNith the Resl (iomplimenfs
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Sittampalam Stores

NO. 90, MAIN STREET,
NELLIADY,
KARAVEDDY.




"To be:a Good Sports Star |

YOUR

| WAY TO

E SUCCESS

|

TAKE UP THE MAE “YARL

i

| ENTERPRISE”

% {

{

; AND BRING OUT YOUR LATENT [I'ALENTS

: WITH THEIR QUALITY SPORTS GOODS
MAGIC OF A GOOD ATHLETE

| “Things I want come my way”

" _ WITH YARL ENTERERISE SPORTS GOODS

516, Hoépii:al Road,
JAFENA.

A AR AR e P 1 e

R owa ST =




With the Best Compliments
of

f‘\/"‘\/‘\f"\/"‘\f—\.ﬂ-\/—\

( MERCURY }

PRINTERS @ STATIONERS

40/1, Navalar Road,
( Near Five Junction )

JAFFNA.




With the Best Compliments
of

-+

.i-

o 1
i

HOMSA LANKA
@’wistian i/{(u'niss[rq o.ﬁ melie# and éncoumqemenl

+ Foster Parent Programme
= Church Planting in rural areas

= Retirement Homes for
Christian Clergy and Workers

+ Medical and First Aid Centres
+ Evangelical Sisterhood

+ Vocational Training Centres

+ Retreat and Conference Centre

6, Park Place
Colombo-5.
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HOTEL ORCHID INN

571/6, GALLE ROAD,

Opposite Roxy Cinema:

COLOMBO 6
~ Telephone : 58 349. 6

known for its personpalised Service and
homely atmosphere

28 Rooms with attached bath and Private Balcony
A’la Carte Restaurant
At An Affordable. Price

. I

T T

s AT N

o i i i b L
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Y. M. C. A. .
100su g B Hmmay sﬂggrm{ci,@

STRBST BV T HBIbEAT

& &6 gwomar
O EndD DU S N M S6T
andsad s .
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Sooamr Smpiy aTCEs6T

Yarvefvy CluraLaer

wruppésw 96 @ro

DILOLIGOUTGIT =15 &66!611)

196, K. K. S. a3,

mnwuunmﬂm.




With
the
Best
Compliments

from

Consortium Constructional Engineering
Ceylon (Pvt) Ltd.

280, R. A. DE MEL. MAWATTE,
COLOMBO-3

Tel: 575505




HAVE YOUR CONSTRUCTION
PROFESSIONLLY MANAGED

1989

WE UNDERTAKE WITH A PROFESSIONAL TOUCH YOUR-

% CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR HOUSES, OFFICE
COMPLEX AND BUILDING CONSTRUCTION.

4 BUILDING AND HOUSE CONSTRUCTION.
¥ RENOVATION OF HOUSES AND BUILDINGS.
X INTERIOR DECORATIONS.

With the Best Compliments of
RUFLINS
ENGINEERS AND CONTRACTORS

“VIMALAM”
Nallur Cross Road,
JAFFNA.

Our Reputation is Built on Quality




DAYANE INDUSTRIES -

F 22./4, Stanley Road, Jaffna.
| ' |

i
¥

i Manufacturers of ‘DAYAS’ WATER PUMPS
| \Hlﬁ it I : : ' f

. Imports spare paris from -

~ CHINA .
; UNITED KINGDOM ll
WEST - GERMANY " j
| ITALY ) |
| INDIA I
: N
i . g
| and assemble ELECTRIC MOTORS :
Contact for your requirements of J
! Electrlc Water Pumps ' |
| i | |
. DAYANEY  ELECTRICALS

}

224, STANLEY ROAD,
JAFFNA.

S N et s Sl R
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A
WELLWISHER

With the Best Compliments

of

INTREX (PVT) LIMITED

19, Abdul Caffoor Mawatha
COLOMBO 3
SRI LANKA.

SRR laham-Eanndatign——2 s RS0 L S R s R
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2 (HHBGHSH HOTUMTLMBILGIT
( Steel Furniture )

¥ oy Bpuwsfa 261y @F Swad iy

£ (OBl IBUPD NewnPpgyod
Ceing 2.Buisadul L o

X da swing 190 JHsw Faompdsmeu
2 AEEFEG— 2 MEAT I GYUNES F) &S —
o maer OFC@RU unulméd Gy HAMES o.BEGE SaMTUMLMISHT
¥ eaniGmuasv (Wardrobes)
¢ G rsen
¥ &19GerD (Filing Zabinet)
* o g wndlssiT
#*  &r&0 Guliysedr (Cash Box)

oPLPO

gusst HUUSH DG CrmubEGn ghHm amaullsy
suafisHzs aphsivpo,

qog er’d Smpsy 8By aFfgwd Qewuwimsaer

galsiv @@UNGIWeaTH O GLL
OFFICE EQUIPMENT LTD.

B&%1 JYWNEGO :
140, mmousui &%), wmL)LILTevr D,




With the Best Compiiments from

5\@—-@-—‘5\ ?’ ;

SIK ll

L

SRI KRISHNA INDUSTRIES

CEALERS IN OIL SEEDS, OIL MILLERS MANUFACTURERS OF
ANIMAL FO™D. EXP-RTIERS OF CEYLON PRODUCE & IMPORTERS

Tel: 584431 Telex: 22094, 22217 TWO CE

Head Office : 181/5, W. A. Sillva Mawatha,
COLOMBO 6
SRi LANKA

Factory : Unit 7,8 17, 18 19 20 Stores: 378, Grandpass Road,
Industrial Fstate Atchuvely Colombo-14
Tel: 226

With the Compliments of

B

\:.
&

&

EASTERN MARITIME (COLOMBO) LTD.,

285, GALLE ROAD,
COLOMBO 3,

SRI LANKA.
Cable : * EMCOSuIP ” Telephone: 573873

Telex: 21237
22485
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Kuohan Stores

180, (330) HOSPITAL ROAD,
JAFFNA.

T'Phone: 24427




Poobalasingham Book Depot

4A, HOSPITAL ROAD,
JAFFNA.

Paper Merchant, Stationery &
Printers Requirements

Approved Dealers for
National Paper Corporation

Stockists of Exercise Books &
School Requirements etc.

Cable: “BOOKS”
Telephone: 23631




With the Best Comp'iments
of

Woodsons Furniture Palace

38B, K. K. S. Road,
Jaffna.

With the Best Compliments

of

THARAN INDUSTRIES

GATE, GRILLS & METAL DESIGNERS

503, Stanly Road,

Aththiady,
Jaffna.




_C)&le ”w %esf @omplimenfs
of

ANIETHAA STORES

Y.M.C. A.
JAFFNA.

DEALERS IN GROCERY,
OILMAN GOODS & FORZEN FOODS

Photostat Copying Undertaken




(‘)(91”0 ”m -'jgesi @omplimenis

of

M Nicanarnan & Company

Importers and Distributors
of
ELECTRICAL GOODS

62 & 127, STANLEY ROAD,
JAFFNA.




Samuel Sons & Co. Ltd.

162, MESSENGER STREET,
COLOMBO - /2.

Branches = Jaffna and Kilinochchi

AVAILABLE:

Tamil Typewriters

Concrete Mixers

Equipment for Service Station

Air Compressors

Gestetner Duplicating Machines (Roneo Machines)
Photostat Machines (Gestetner)




With Compliments
if

Millers  Ltd.

50, YORK STREET,
COLOMBO 1

AGENTS AND DISTRIBUTORS OF KODAK AND KRAFT PRODUCTS,
VEGEMITE. LITA FULL CREAM MILK, BONLAC SKIM MILK,
SHEAFFER WRITING INSTRUMENIS, FOSTER'S LAGER.
FINDLATERS SCOTCH WHISKY,

WINES AND SHERRIES.




With the Best Compliments
of

JAFENA PRIVATE HOSPITALS

395, Navalar Road,
Annaipanthy, |
JAFFNA.




With
the
Best
Compliments

of :

CITY MEDICALS
487, Hospital Road
Jaffna.




With the Best Compliments

from
B &
& &

BED

Vinaavagar Stores

166, HOSPITAL ROAD,
JAFFNA.

T. P. 23787




With the Best Compliments
of

THUVARAKA PHARMACY

107, A, KANDY ROAD,
JAFFNA.

BovdgssF aafar @atmpw sy

Cmodsv GuiBh uejLi
Gmsvdksv &dVgL uaLi
QmavEeav G@edia BGmsivysvsiv

Eah
oty

o)

&

swafovamasesw KFECwWIsGVST &G0

(202

ROLAX INDUSTRIES

222A, KASTHURIAR ROAD, JAFFNA.




With the Best l}omulments e

tmm |

Y. V. Murugest

160, STANLEY ROAD,
JAFFNA. |




With ethe  Best .

it
L

" MEDICARE
i 344, Kandy Road,
| . Jaffna.




With the Best Compliments

of

EE’\I hr

LEYDEN GARMENTS

Distributors of Leyden Products

&
Dealers in Textiles

249, Power House Road, JAFFNA.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




With the Best
Campliments

Fuam

¥

LAKSHUMYNATHANS
CENERAL & HARDWARE
MELCHANTS

TELLIPPALAI

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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& B
& &

BOOBT rravers

K. K. S. ROAD,
TELLIPPALAI




@onqra‘ulalicns !
I 1. @. 41
100 (Lfem's c_qn @jmw Cgemice

THE FINNCE COMPANY LT

249, POWER HOUSE ROAD,
JAFFNA.

HEAD OFFICE:

CEYLINCO HOUSE

COLOMBO 1

28 Bransch Outlest Theenghout the Island

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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With the Best Compliments From:

da

COMMERCIAL BANK

k comncm BINK OF CEYLOY LTD

P. O. Box 09,
474, Hospital Road,
JAFFNA.

i 5’09 £anL lo‘@mw Q@itL"

Haad Office :

Commercial House, 21, Bristel Street, Colombe -1

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)
	1 (13)
	1 (14)
	1 (15)
	1 (16)
	1 (17)
	1 (18)
	1 (19)
	1 (20)
	1 (21)
	1 (22)
	1 (23)
	1 (24)
	1 (25)
	1 (26)
	1 (27)
	1 (28)
	1 (29)
	1 (30)
	1 (31)
	1 (32)
	1 (33)
	1 (34)
	1 (35)
	1 (36)
	1 (37)
	1 (38)
	1 (39)
	1 (40)
	1 (41)
	1 (42)
	1 (43)
	1 (44)
	1 (45)
	1 (46)
	1 (47)
	1 (48)
	1 (49)
	1 (50)
	1 (51)
	1 (52)
	1 (53)
	1 (54)
	1 (55)
	1 (56)
	1 (57)
	1 (58)
	1 (59)
	1 (60)
	1 (61)
	1 (62)
	1 (63)
	1 (64)
	1 (65)
	1 (66)
	1 (67)
	1 (68)
	1 (69)
	1 (70)
	1 (71)
	1 (72)
	1 (73)
	1 (74)
	1 (75)
	1 (76)
	1 (77)
	1 (78)
	1 (79)
	1 (80)
	1 (81)
	1 (82)
	1 (83)
	1 (84)
	1 (85)
	1 (86)
	1 (87)
	1 (88)
	1 (89)
	1 (90)
	1 (91)
	1 (92)
	1 (93)
	1 (94)
	1 (95)
	1 (96)
	1 (97)
	1 (98)
	1 (99)
	1 (100)
	1 (101)
	1 (102)
	1 (103)
	1 (104)
	1 (105)
	1 (106)
	1 (107)
	1 (108)
	1 (109)
	1 (110)
	1 (111)
	1 (112)
	1 (113)
	1 (114)
	1 (115)
	1 (116)
	1 (117)
	1 (118)
	1 (119)
	1 (120)
	1 (121)
	1 (122)
	1 (123)
	1 (124)
	1 (125)
	1 (126)
	1 (127)
	1 (128)
	1 (129)
	1 (130)
	1 (131)
	1 (132)
	1 (133)
	1 (134)
	1 (135)
	1 (136)
	1 (137)
	1 (138)
	1 (139)
	1 (140)
	1 (141)
	1 (142)
	1 (143)
	1 (144)
	1 (145)
	1 (146)
	1 (147)
	1 (148)
	1 (149)
	1 (150)
	1 (151)
	1 (152)
	1 (153)
	1 (154)
	1 (155)
	1 (156)

