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NA DESAPILLAI ANNA

Late Mr. Nadesapillai was a schoolmate of my eldest brother. He was
always regarded with affection as a member of my family. Whenever my
parents had to take important decisions, they always sought Mr. Nadesapillai
for advice and guidance.

I called Mr. Nadesapillai as Anna not merely because he was elder to
me but also because | was genuinely conscious of the care and regard he
had towards us. He was soft spoken and kind. Above all he radiated wisdom
and a high sense of responsibility. It was inevitable that I looked to him for
advice which was always sound.

In the early days of my career in the legal profession, he made it a
point to find the time to see me conducting my cases both in Jaffna and in
Colombo. Whenever, I appeared in the Courts of Jaffna, he was familiar
figure who sat at the back of the court carefully following the proceedings.
Though he was not a lawyer, he appreciated the legal principles and never
hesitated to discuss the cases with me. He was a tower of strength to me in
those days.

Mr . Nadesapillai was a man of God. A devout Hindu he was constantly
engaged in religious activities. I am personally aware and have seen the
extent of his generosity, particularly, in feeding the poor and assisting the
needy. He lived a full life with dignity having done no harm to others.

K.C.Kamalasabayson

Attorney General.
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An Elegy to My Appa

A thousand Memories rush in

Like a silver cascade falling into a clear pool

some clear like the morning Sun

a few hazy ones, like the distant view yonder

while a few others like the dewdrop on a grassblade
Vanished before the beautiful presence is felt
Memories, Memories of you Appa

Cherished in the depth of my heart

Each one of them smelling sweeter than ever

Each one of therm bearing the fragrance

Which is Sweeter than the Sweetest smelling flower.

Appa the very thought of you makes me nostalgic
In every place thing I behold, you are there;

In every sight I perceive you are here

Appa your memories

Spluttering like water droplets in the sun

creating a million hues

Appa [ still feel your warmth

You holding my hands tenderly

Oh! the times you took me to the seashore

To see infinite diamonds glistening in the water
Appa, now the sea looks all grey to me

Appa, adversity teaches man many things

Your loss which is unbearable

Has taught me to endure

But Appa, my heart does not listen to mind's reason
The thought I can't see you again

Or feel your warmth

Makes my heart bleed

Appa, the day you took me to the look store
The day is emgrossed in gold in my memory

I was too young to choose the subject too naive
Appa you had the patties to explain things to me
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Your were like the mother always ready to feed

His gluthonous young ones; only difference

You redered the the easerness to learn

You fed me with knowledge and enlightened my ignorance.

Appa, your most severe scolding was

But tender admonishment packed with care & concern
You never commanded but always explained

You never dominated but treated me at par
Gossiping and back biting never came easy to you
Creating politics was not one of your favourite

You were never partial but always universal

Appa, you were my hero
Though I could never be you

I will always try to emulate you

I will always try to better myself

Trying to be like you in all my endeavours

Appa, your loss drew a thousand swords into my heart
Your place is irreplaceable,

Your smell still lingers in my nostrils

Appa, you made me feel that I was special to you
Appa, you responded to me ever at your last breath
Thank you Appa, for what you were

And for all that you did to me

I am what I am because of you

I do not miss you any more

For you have stopped being mutual

But transcendental

Now you are with me in all my actions

1 feel your spiritual presence and guidance
Glowing over my head

What else do I want

With Love
Nadesapillai Ravitharan
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CHELLIAH NADESAPILLAI

The passing away of C.Nadesapillai a very deep
sorrow in my heart. I have said is to my family and friends |
that [ was preivileged to have known this kind caring
gentle human being.

My first contact with late Nadesapillai was when I |
was a Manager at Singer Sewing Machine Company. He
joined the Company, having terminated his service from
the Royal Navy, as a District Manager. He was later pro- jses
moted as a Supervisor and then Area Manager. He was|
my Superior Oficer, but a strange and close bond devel-|
oped since then. He remained a true friend even after his |
retirement from the Company.

I would like to recall an incident to illustrate th
nature of Nadesapillai. [ was nominated to attend an In- : -
ternational Conference at the University in Denmark, and was also ‘;cheduled to visit Ger-
many, Holland and Britain. The day before my departure, 1 borrowed Nadesapillai's A 30
Car to collect my Passport. On my return journey, at the Khan clock tower in Pettah, there
was a huge Trailer in front with a large Container, A Lorry came from behind and smashed
on to the car, sending it under the Trailer in front. The front portion of the Car was a wreck.
I had not received my Driving licence at the time. As I was conscious that Nadesapillai was
not arich man and had a family with growing Children to support and also that he will not be
able to attend to his duties covering a wide area in the Country, I gave him the money I had
to purchase the Travellers Cheques, with the intention of concelling the trip.

He would nothing what I was saying, that if would take over a month for my return
and even then I would have to collect the money. He simply said, "Thamby you go on the
trip, it is not everyday that you get an opportunity like this. God is there, I will some how
repair the car, we will see to the rest later".

In the Company there were Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims and Burghers, very few of
them will have a good word for work of the supervising officer. There was not one single
employee who will ever say an unkind word about Nadesapillai. He treated every one with
the same compassion and gentleness.

Nadesapillai, in his life, would have helped many who came in contact with him, but
he would have never consciously hurt anyone. Once when I was walking with Nadesapillai,
I noticed that he was moving a little away from the path.I asked him why he did that. He
said there were some ants on the grass and if he trampled them and they died, to pay
penance for that he will have to be born again.

Thinking of Nadesapillai and his life, I was reminded of what one beloved Tamil
teacher Muthu Thamil Pulavar M.Nallathamby taught us at Zahira College.
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