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Sri Lanka Association

of Printers

Recelves FESPA and
ASGA Memberships

By Gayani Perera

R. Dinesh Kulatunga
“needs no introduction

' Wto the print industry. e
has been with the Sri Lanka Asso-
ciation of Printers for many years
initially providing his services as
the Chairman of the ‘Print Ceylon
Magazine’ from the year 2000, and
as the Vice President of the asso-
ciation; he is also the immediate
Past President of the association.
Mr. Kulatunge is also the Chair-
man/Managing Director of Printel
(Pvt.) Ltd. as well as the Chairman
of Neptune Publications (Pvt.) Litd.,
Printel specializes in the printing
of annual reports. The company
works in close co-ordination with
two leading agencies in the coun-
try for this purpose. Printel cur-

rently accounis for the printing
of 70% of the annual report mar-
ket in the country. Printel was the
publisher for the National Savings
Bank and the DIMO annual re-
ports, which was recognized at the
ARC International Awards in the
United States, which is one of the
largest award ceremonies to be or-
ganized in the USA. The Sri Lanka
Association of Printers magazine
spoke to Mr. Kulatunga to find
out about the FESPA international
summit and the recently acquired
memberships.

“The Asian Europe Directors
Summit was held on the 10th of
November in Shanghai this year,
where the Sri Lanka Association
of Printers was awarded the Cer-
tificate of Associate membership
of FESPA (Federation of Europe-

an Screen Priniers Association),
which is a result of two years effort,
made by the association. FESPA is
currently the largest international
association with regards to Digi-
tal Printing and Screen Printing,
which conducts exhibitions in digi-
tal and screen-printing throughout
the European and Asian regions.
Next month FESPA will be con-
ducting another show in Delhi In-
dia”, says Mr. Kulatunga.

The Sri Lanka Association of
Printers is also a member of
ASGA (ASIA SCREENPRINTING
& GRAPHIC TMAGING ASSOCIA-
TION), which also specializes in
screen and digital printing, where
its members comprise of screen
and digital printing associations
throughout the Asian region. Sri
Lanka at present does not have

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




separate associations for screen
and digital printing duc to the
small numbers of print businesses
in the country, which is why the Sri
Lanka Association of Printers com-
prises of both representatives from
the screen and printing industry.

“As the Sri Lanka Association of

Printers has memberships in both
FESPA and ASGA we have the abil-
ity to promote our members with
the help of these international as-
sociations.

“These memberships also pro-
vide the ideal platform for print
professionals to share knowledge
understanding as well as interna-

we have the

ability to promote

our members
with the help of these
international associations.
These memberships also
provide the ideal platform for
print professionals to share
knowledge understanding
as well as international best
practices.

tional best prac-
tices. The FESPA
membership was
officially grant-
ed to the asso-
ciation this year
and we also pro-
moted Nepal to
gain their FESPA
membership. The
FESPA member-
ship offers many
benefits to mem-
bers with regards
to uplifting the
screen and digital
printing technolo-
gies which include
such facilities as
sharing of knowl-
edge, funding for
organizing various events such as
seminars and workshops etc. To-
day we are in an era where screen
and digital as well as offsetl print-
ing technologies are combined lo
create innovative and value added
print solutions, and being mem-
bers of both FESPA and ASGA
have given us the extra advantage
of gaining more experience and
knowledge to take our print in-
dustry to a higher level”, [urther

stated Mr. Dinesh Kulatunga.

The Sri Lanka Associatlion of
Printers is over 50 years old,
which is quite a long period when
compared with other international
printing associations.

The focus of the associalion is to
expose its members iniernation-
ally and the present achievements
made by the association are proof
itself that it is diligently working
towards achieving this goal. m
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Lak Foil

Innovation and Marketing: The Growing Force
behind Sri Lanka’s Future Printing Industry

By Gayani Perera

AK Foil Private Limited was
established in the year 1979

and therefore has been in
business for the past 30 years. Lak
Foil was estab lished with the sin-
gle minded focus to provide inno-
vative and unsurpassed corporate
printing solutions for the local and
international marketls. Today the
company has built up a sound and
enviable reputation for being one
of the leading digital offset print-
ers in the country. Mr. Delan Silva
the Managing Director of Lak Foil
was the pioneer in introducing the
awards concepl to the Sri Lanka
Association of Printers, in an ex-
clusive interview with the maga-
zine Mr. Silva gives an insight to
his business as well as the current
situation prevailing in the printing
industry.

“Lak Foil caters to aniche market
which specializes in areas which
has good opportunities and mar-
ket potential. I have identified that
in the present times, small quan-
tity printing is the way to move
forward in the printing industry.
Based on this I initially invested
in the country’s first ever digital
colour photocopier, which has the
capacily engage in commercial
purpose printing. Later on I ook
yel another bold step forward and
invested in a digital offset print-
ing machine which is currently the
lastest offset printing machine in
Sri Lanka. In order for the print-
ing industry to move forward, one
must create and innovate the mar-
ket and bring in new technologies
coupled with the right marketing
tools and innovative knowledge, so
therefore making invesiments of
this nature is crucial for the prog-
ress of ones business”, says Mr.
Silva.
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Lak Foil caters to a
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niche market which

‘ ‘ specializes in areas

which has good opportunities
and market potential. | have
identified that in the present
times, small quantity printing
is the way to move forward
in the printing industry. Based
on this | initially invested in
the country’s first ever digital
colour photocopier, which
has the capacity engage in
commercial purpose printing.
TS e O A O Ty N e S e iy

According to Mr. Silva, the pre-
vailing complacent culture in Sri
Lanka’s printing industry is the
main reason why il has so far
been unable to move forward. The
printing industry today has to be
able to provide customers with the
necessary marketing tools in order
for them to more effectively sell
their products, Printers have been
unsuccessful up until now to think
out of the box, the main reason for
this is that the required amounts
of new blood has not been coming
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into the printing industry over the
years.

“It is a sad fact that the industry
has been unable to open its doors
to new ideas and concepts’, always
playing it safe is not the best way
to move the printing industry for-
ward. I truly feel that the associa-
tion has to play a more dominant
role with regards to breaking these
barriers by educating people and
moving forward and inviting new
blood into the industry”, further
stated Mr. Silva.

Sri Lanka has an estimated 20
million population with an 80%
literacy rate, however it is sad
to mention that statistics show
that only 1 million Sunday news-
papers are printed, also with the
newly liberated North and East
areas opening up for business; Sri
Lanka’s printing industry is still
struggling to tap into the required
markets. With the Sri Lankan local
garment industry having the po-
tential to manufacture 20 million
garments per month the printing
industry has not been successful
in capluring these markets accu-
rately by providing the required
prinling services. With the mar-
ket potential being vast the print-
ing industry however still does not
have the required resources to
lap into market segments such as
these due to its lack of innovalive
knowledge and marketing skills.

According to Mr. Silva, the lack
ol exposure is the main reason that
the printing industry is stagnating.
As sad as it may be the hard truth
is that presently not a single print-
ing company has been successful
in pioneering an innovalive prod-
uct. Copying the ideas of someone
else has become a common habit
among the printer community. The
area of digital printing has to be

Continued on Page 46
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Provides a Wealth of Services

with a Personalized Touch

By Gayani Perera

HE Jupiter Group of compa-

nies was established in the

year 1975, The main business
of the group is to supply paper and
board to the printing, packaging,
convertling and the publishing in-
dustry. Jupiter Group is a family
run husiness enterprise represent-
ing some of the world’s leading pa-
per mills and paper export houses.
The quarterly magazine for the
Sri Lanka Association of Print-
ers spoke to Mr. Dudley Thambi-
nayagam, the Chairman/Managing
Director for the Jupiter Group on
his business and the present state
of the printing and packaging in-
dustry.

He feels that both these sectors
have reached an over capacity sit-
uation, thereby undercutting and
price wars goes on and margins
have dropped drastically and some
of sectors have even shut down.
Mr. Thambinayagam is also the
Honorary Consul for the Repub-
lic of Estonia. Appointment to the
post of Honorary Consul involves
a rigorous selection process both
in Estonia as well as in Sri Lanka
where every detail is thoroughly
checked before being appointed.

The primary role of the appoint-
ed Consul is to develop trade, tour-
ism and international relations
between the two countries con-
cerned. Also the Consul is respon-
sible for the wellbeing of the Es-
tonian citizens visiting Sri Lanka.
The Association of Consuls in Sri
Lanka is very active. Mr. Thambi-
nayagam is also the Deputy Presi-
dent of the Sri Lanka Institute of
Packaging.

“We have diversified our op-
erations to include other areas

6 Sri Lanka Print

We have diversified
our operations to
include other areas
of business, we currently
OWn an agency company
that represents the world
renowned Waterman Pens
from France. We also represent
a pharmaceutical company in
Bangladesh, where its products
are marketed in Sri Lanka,
and distributed island wide by
Lewis Brown Distributors who
represent the Delmege Group

ol business, we currently own an
agency company that represents
the world renowned Waterman
Pens from France.

The Jupiter Group also repre-
sents a pharmaceutical company
in Bangladesh, where its products
are marketed in Sri Lanka, and
distributed island wide by Lewis
Brown Distributors who represent
the Delmege Group. In addition to
this we also represent an export
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company under the name of Jupi-
ter Agro Exports, which deals in
coir and local coconut based prod-
ucts and other specialized items. I
am proud that the National Cham-
ber of Exporters at the recently
held Awards Ceremony presented
us an Export award under the Ag-
ricullure Value Added sector”, says
Mr. Thambinayagam.

According to Mr. Thambinayag-
am a slight drop has been experi-
enced in the newspaper printing
industry due to other forms of com-
munication media coming into the
market. The local print industry is
moving inline with the technologi-
cal advancements taking place in-
ternationally.

Some of the current problems
laced by the industry are the con-
stant changes happening in the
supply and demand chain, which
[uctuate prices. Also the industry
is continuously up against the ex-
change fluctuations which also af-
fect the cost prices as well as this
the credit collections have also be-
come difficult in the present times
resulting in Bad Debts.

The main business for the Jupi-
ter Group comes from India and
Indonesia. The key strength of the
group is due to its highly commit-
ted staff members, which works
towards providing an exceplional
service to all their customers, also
the efficient backup team ensures
that all their customers’ needs are
met.

The backup services provided by
the company include follow up on
the opening of Letter of Credits,
monitoring of shipmenis and doc-
umentation ete., therelore satisfy-
ing both the buyers and suppliers

needs is crucial. :
Continued on Page 46
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Nelu’s

The Next Frontier in Print Solutions

By Gayani Perera

ELU’S Offset Printers (Pvt.)
NLtd., belongs o the Nelu's

Group of companies, the
group provides a wide range of di-
versified services which includes
outdoor advertising, sign making,
exhibition systems, promotional
merchandise, digital printing,
screen printing, offset printing,
printer supplies etc. Mr. Nelu Fer-
nando, Chairman and Managing
Director of the Nelu Group spoke
to the magazine on the current po-
sition of Sri Lanka’s offset printing
industry.

“Today the industry has many
printing organizations which spe-
cialize in the area of offset print-
ing, especially in the areas of large
scale offset printing. The area of
packaging is the first thing that
comes to mind when talking about
large scale offset printing. Pack-
age printing today is a highly com-
petitive field, where one has to
import your own paper and board.
Also state-of-the-art machinery
and equipment are highly essen-
tial when undertaking large scale
package printing orders. Geared
with these essentials it is equally
important that you have the best of
stafl in your business to take it for-
ward. Your staff must include the
required professionals that have
the right IT skills to operate ones
compulerized machinery”, says
Mr. Fernando.

Today the print industry is so
sophisticated that it has devel-
oped methods and means to im-
prove print qualily. At present Sri
Lanka have around 15 companies
that specialize in the area of pack-
age prinling. Primarily large scale
package printing runs into millions
of packages to be printed. A ma-
jority of this type of printing deals
with very little labour resources
being utilized due to the fact that
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Nelu Fernando

The area of packaging is the
first thing that comes to mind
when talking about large scale
offset printing. Package printing today is a
highly competitive field, where one has to
import your own paper and board. Also
state-of-the-art machinery and equipment
are highly essential. Geared with these
essentials it is equally important that you
have the best of staff in your business to
take it forward.

modern technology has taken over
most of the printing processors. In
an industry which is very competi-
tive large quantity printing cannot
be undertaken by most small scale
printers.

“Large printing presses have Lo
be air-conditioned in order to cre-
ate a dust free environment and in
addition to this these presses have
to be manned by qualified person-
nel in the areas of printing and
machinery operations. Computer
technology has made the print-
ers life much easier, where al-
terations and adjustments can be
made to suit ones requirements at
the touch of a button. The current
printing industry has many quali-
fied printers with a good command
in English and who also have a vast
knowledge in print operations”,
further stated Mr. Fernando.

The recognition given to the mod-
ern day print operator is improv-
ing io the extent that being a part
of a printing press is regarded as
a white-collar job. Internationally
there is a high demand for individ-
uals with a printing background.
The main reason why these indi-
viduals seek employment overseas
is due 1o the high salaries offered
internationally. Sri Lanka unfor-
tunalely has been unsuccessful in
meeling these international salary
scales due to the fact that in the lo-
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cal print industry the selling price
is much lower when compared to
the selling prices of their interna-
tional counterparts.

The print industry has become
extremely hi-lech where the print-
ing machinery involved has also
become small and compact replac-
ing the old age large printing ma-
chines. Presently the cost of such
machinery will amount to around
1 million rupees, bul are truly
worth the investment.

Commenting on the continuously
evolving printing industry Mr. Fer-
nando said, “The local print indus-
try has to always be open to chang-
es and new developments that take
place internationally with regards
to the printing sector. Print tech-
nology is an area that experienc-
es continuous change; therefore
our printing processors are ever-
changing, where the most quali-
fied of printing individuals have to
learn about recent developments
that take place in the industry.”

Nelu’s currently owns two off-
set printing machines and has no
immediate plans to dominate the
offset printing industry due to it
being highly competitive. Instead
il is the group’s policy to look into
other profitable avenues that have
so far been exploited. As offset

printing has been limited to paper
Continued on Page 46
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Ninehearts

Progresses through Innovation
and Modern Technologies

By Gayani Perera

INEHEARTS has been in
Nexisten(:e since 1962, ini-

tially starting off as a pho-
tographic studio the company is
currently experiencing its third
generation of management. The
Magazine of the Sri Lanka As-
sociation of Printers spoke to Mr.
Chamika Godamanna, Managing
Director of Ninehearts Imaging
(Pvt) Ltd. on the company’s pres-
ent position and the latest develop-
ments that are taking place in the
print industry.

“My grandfather the founder of
Ninehearts started off his business
carcer in the area of textile design,
printing and embroidery. In the
year 1962 he created Ninehearts
as a pholographic studio paral-
lel to his already existing textile
business. Later on my father took
over the company, having overseas
experience in the areas of photog-
raphy and litho graphic art tech-
niques for printing, he was able to
add a new dimension to the family
run businesses”, says Mr. Goda-
manna.

The company’s textile print-
ing business established itself as
a leading high-end printer in the
1970s, servicing well known weav-
ing mills and other traders in the
texlile industry. With the economy
opening up in 1978, the textile in-
dustry underwent a massive trans-
formation, where local manufac-
turers were badly hit due to the
foreign imports coming into the
country. This also had an adverse
impact on the family’s textile busi-
ness but however the Ninehearts
photographic studio was fast gain-
ing popularity among the public.

*With the open economy com-
ing into effect we also moved into
the screen printing industry as
we had by this time mastered the
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Today photography

has become

digitalized and offset
printing too has become
digitalized to some extent
while screen printing is also
gradually moving towards part
digitalization. When it comes
to digital printing the most
dominant market has been
the large format sector. The
cheapest technology available
in the market with regards to
large format printing is with the
use of solvents, which is not a
very environmentally friendly

method to use
== e e i

techniques of manufacturing our
own emulsions. In this manner we
serviced the local screen-printing
industry by supplying the materi-
als they needed and also by pro-
viding them with other pre press
services. With regards Lo our pho-
tographic business we ventured
into importing and distribution of
materials and equipment relating
to phaotography”, further stated
Mr. Godamanna,

In the mid 1980s the decision
was made 1o mainly invest in photo
printing whereas the screen-print-
ing business operated as a service
provider L0 (he screen printers.
With this decision the family run
business progressed as Ninehearts
Color Labs (Pte) Ltd., which today
has branched out into 15 locations
throughout the country where
prints are done digitally, and today
has become the giant in the photo
printing industry. The company
also expanded its operations in
the trading of photographic print-
ing equipment, which today has
grown significantly. Together with
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these developments, the company
started marketing high quality
papers for the printing industry.
Ninehearts has also ventured into
digital large format printing, which
began in the year 1995.

Today the company is a fully-
fledged service provider to the
screen-printing  industry, which
also conducts training pro-
grammes, where already more
than 200 individuals have been
trained by Ninehearts. Ninehearts
presently provides many turnkey
solutions for large-scale compa-
nies and other printing establish-
ments.

Speaking on the current tech-
nologies used in the print industry
Mr. Godamanna said, “Today pho-
tography has become digitalized
and offset printing too has become
digitalized to some extent while
screen printing is also gradually
moving towards parl digitalization.
When it comes to digital printing
the most dominant market has
been the large [ormat sector. The
cheapest technology available in
the market with regards to large
format printing is with the use of
solvents, which is not a very en-
vironmenlally [riendly method to
use. Internationally the use of sol-
vents is subject to extreme rules
and regulations. As these types of
regulations are not implemented
in Sri Lanka, solvent printing is
taking place in a large scale, which
today has become a highly com-
pelitive industry. Digital printing
is gradually being introduced into
textile printing as well as for gar-
ment cut pieces. Screen-printing is
the most versatile method of print-
ing throughout the world. Through
screen printing one can control the
amount of ink deposits and this
flexibhility is not provided through
other printing systems. Due to

Continued on Page 46
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Print USA

Sweeps the boards at Lanka Star 2009

By Gayani Perera

RINT USA (Pvi.) Lid. is an
Pnﬁset printing and packag-

ing manufacturer and is a
limited liability company belong-
ing to the USA Group of Compa-
nies. The USA Group comprises
of three companies which include
Print USA, Gurubeula Estate and
Trade USA and an associated com-
pany which is Flexiprint.

Print USA is a member of the
Institute of Packaging which has
a fraternity of diversified packag-
ing manulacturers as its members.
These members cover a wide spec-
trum of the packaging industry
from the plastic trade, corrugated
and wooden box manufacturers
to that of other flexible packaging
manulacturers ete.

Print USA currently has a work-
force of 100 and has established
itself as a specialized and focused
company servicing the Sri Lankan
produce that requires value addi-
lions.

These include rubber products,
tea, pharmaceuticals and gar-
ments. As the company provides
value additions for local produce it
can further be regarded as a cata-
lyst to the Sri Lankan economy.

The Institute of Packaging con-
ducts its annual awards ceremony
under the name ‘Lanka Star’ which
recognizes the achievements and
contributions made by the mem-
bership with regards to the pack-
aging industry.

Print USA swept the boards at this
year’s annual Lanka Star Awards
under the Consumer Packaging
Category by bagging 2 Gold Med-
als, 1 Silver Medal and 2 Bronze
Medals. However the icing on the
cake for Print USA was clenching
the coveted President’s Award at
the awards ceremony by scoring
the highest number of marks.

Speaking to the Sri Lanka Asso-

T

Mr. Sathis Abeywickrama, Chairman and Managing Director receiving

the award from the President and Secretary of the Sri Lanka Institute of
Packaging while Mr. Isuru Abeywickrama, Director of the USA Group of

Companies looks on.

ciation of Printers quarterly maga-
zine Mr. Abeywickrama said, “Win-
ning the President’s Award is a big
achievement for our company as
well as the entire printing fraterni-
ty, especially the offset printing and
packaging manufacturer commu-
nitly whom we proudly represent.
This achievement has proven be-
vond doubt that offset printing has
been highlighted as a very efficient
marketing tool in the consumer
printing and packaging industry.”

Mr. Abeywickrama entered the
print and packaging industry in
the late 1970s. In addition to being
a veteran in the field of print and
packaging his other passion lies in
the area of agriculture.

Mr. Abeywickrama belongs to the
3™ generation to own the Gurubeu-
la Estate, which is an eco [riendly
project that specializes in manu-
facturing vogurt under the brand
name Gurubeula, which is well
known in the Southern Province.

The USA Group of Companies is a
family run business where in which
Mr. Abeywickrama’s wife and son
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Winning the
President’s Award is
a big achievement

for our company as well as
the entire printing fraternity,
especially the offset printing
and packaging manufacturer
community whom we proudly
represent. This achievement
has proven beyond doubt
that offset printing has

been highlighted as a very
efficient marketing tool in
the consumer printing and
packaging industry

are silent partners in the business.
Mr. Abeywickrama is also a Past
President of the Sri Lanka Asso-
ciation of Printers and through his
many achievements has contribut-
ed in many ways towards the prog-
ress of the printing and packaging
industry. m
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The Specialists in Digital Printing

ITVER Circle (Pvt) Ltd.,
specializes in the large
format digital print-
ers, imaging & graph-
ics and Sign industry

#  equipment in Sri Lan-
ka & Maldives.

Silver Circle has the largest
customer-base in solvent printers,
having installed over 300 Infiniti,
DGI, Mimaki & Seiko printers is-
land-wide.

The range of equipment handled
include Digital Printers, Architec-
tural Drawing Plotters, Sign Cut-
ters / Plotters, Laser Engraver /
Cutters, CNC Routers & Engravers,
Laminating & Mounting machines,
Portable Display stands, LED dis-
plays Boards etc. There are also
reconditioned machines and used
machines available at attractive
rates, for which service support is
available. A service contract can
also be signed even for machines

14 Sri Lanka Print

imported directly.

Solvent inks approved by Xaar-
Jet are available for Rs.2,500/-,
Rs.3.500/- and Rs.5,000/-. The ad-
vanlages of using Xaar-approved
inks is that the ink will not damage
the printheads, printing of dark red
and blue shades is casier, you can
print at a higher speed, 9 months,
18 months and 5 years warranty
can be given on the print against
discolouration / fading elc. etc..

The experienced service staff
counts over 15 years of hands-on
experience in most brands of large
format printers and Digital Imag-
ing. The senior technical staff re-
ceive periodic training overseas,
and also receive training from Fac-
tory Engineers who visit Sri Lanka
quarterly to keep them updated on
new equipment and software. All
new machines carry comprehen-
sive operator training and a 1-year
warranty with 4 preventive main-
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tenance visils, to ensure optimum
performance and output quality.

The Chairman, Mr. Supem de
Silva, has been a pioneer in the in-
dustry having set up the 1st Digital
Imaging Studio and the 1st large
format printer in the Kent Group
of Companies in 1994, through
German {(raining and technology,
starting off the digital imaging
& printing industry in Sri Lanka.
He has received training around
the world over the years and has
been also responsible for official-
ly launching Adobe Software and
training in 1998, and installing the
1st Selvent Digital Printer in 2001
in Sri Lanka.

It is with such a background (ex-
tending to over 15 years) in the
industry that Mr. de Silva slarted
Silver Circle (Pvt) Ltd and has been
able lo establish it as the premier
service provider in the digital
printing industry.



Mr. De Silva says that there are
more than 25 manufacturers of
Digital Printers in China now, and
not all of them have proper after
sales technical support. Therefore,
it is very important that you pur-
chase the machine from a compa-
ny that has a good reputation and
after sales service. Some compa-
nies that have sold machines in Sri
Lanka in the past are now not able
to provide any parts or support,
and the buyers are helpless now.
There are many types of machines
at different prices and qualities
available in the market.

The digital printing market in Sri
Lanka is still very profitable com-
pared to India where the printing
prices arc very low. Most of our
customers have been able to re-
cover their machine value within
the 1st year says Mr. De Silva. He
went on to say that although there
are many printers installed in Co-
lombo, everybody still has busi-
ness and many have 2 or 3 print-
ers working. There is a lot of po-
tential in the outstation towns as
everybody wants digital printed
banners / posters / sign boards /ve-
hicle stickers /photo enlargements
and do not want hand painted or
screen printed material now.

All machines purchased from

Mr. Supem de Silva, Director
— Silver Circle (Pvt) Ltd.

e

In order to develop the
industry, Silver Circle in joint
collaboration with Ingrin
Institute of Printing & Graphics
Sri Lanka Ltd and the Sri Lanka
Association of Printers have
conducted many workshops
in Colombo and other districts
aimed at persons interested
in starting a Digital Printing
business and students who
want to enter the industry
and the other workshop for
industry personnel

B &

T

ok
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Silver Circle come with a 1-year
warranty. We also provide a full
turnkey solution where a person /
company new in the industry can
get the advice and guidance in
all areas of operation, equipment
and training to run the business.
We also assist in preparing the re-
turn on investment, project report
to arrange financing of the print-
ers which have been approved by
all the leading banks and leasing
companies.

We invest a lot of time and effort
on training our staff and our ser-
vice has been the key to our sue-
cess. We have been able to achieve
the market leadership competing
with much larger companies, be-
cause of the standard of after sales
support and training offered by us.
This has resulted in our customers
recovering the 1st machine cost
within one year and investing in
the 2nd and 3rd machine. We have
grown with our customers hand in
hand over the years for which we
are thankful to our loyal staff and
customers.

The company is the sole distrib-
utor of the export models of Infiniti
solvent printers assembled in Chi-
na, DGI printers from Korea and
Mimaki & Seiko high-resolution
photo quality solvent printers from
Japan in Sri Lanka & Maldives.

Silver Circle is the sole distribu-
tor of the world-renowned Xaar
Print heads and ink and is the only
OEM partner of Xaar in Sri Lanka.
XaarJet Ltd., U.K. manufacture
print heads that are used in over
80% of all large and grand format
printers. This company is listed in
the London Stock Exchange (LSE)

Silver Circle is the sole distribu-
tor of Expo Display Systems (Swit-
zerland) who are leaders in manu-
facturing patented portiable dis-
play systems and is also the master
rescller of Adobe software in Sri
Lanka, the second largest software
company in the world, which has
acquired Macromedia Inc. Adobe
Inc, have industry standard soft-
ware for the print, graphics, web,

Continued on Page 33
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FTER sustained
lobbying in the late
1990s by the Euro-

pean Blind Union, prod-
uct information in Braille
is now mandatory on the
packaging of most phar-
maceutical products sold
within the EU, and by next
vear will be required on
every last one. Given that
there are also a million
American citizens regis-
tered as legally blind, it
may not be long before the
US, among other countries,
follows suit. Indeed, some pharma-
ceutical brand owners already in-
sist thal their packaging be consis-
tent across all markets, while other
non-pharmaceutical brands, like
cosmetics company L'Occitane, al-
ready specify that there be Braille
information on their packaging
worldwide. So it certainly seems
that the use of Braille on packag-
ing is sure to increase across all
markets in the years ahead. There
is a problem however, because em-
bossing carton board produces a
lower dot height than on standard
Braille paper. Unfortunately, the
options for improving this are lim-
ited because of dot breakthrough
of the board and because the di-
ameter of the dots is restricted by
the requirement to use Marburg
medium as the Braille font.
Nonetheless, carton embossing
is still the safest and most cost ef-
fective way of adding Braille infor-
mation to packaging. Even though
other methods, such as screen
printed labels and inkjet are evolv-
ing, they suffer from an element

of risk because of the possibility of

missing or misshapen dots.

That said, until recently, the appli-
cation of Braille to cartons has not
been an entirely straight forward
process, requiring the use of a flat-
bed die-cutter and a skilled opera-
tor. But, thankfully there is now an
allernative approach. allowing box
makers to use their folder-gluer
line to apply Braille, with substan-
tial savings in time and effort.

The die-cutter method of em-
bossing Braille should, in theory be
easy. All that is needed is to insert

a custom made force
into the die board,
marry it up to a
counter on the lower
plate and away you

ther to makeready times. And,
finally, Braille dots embossed
on a die-cutter can also create
problems [or downstream pro-
cesses, such as folder gluers.
For example it is very easy [or
the dots to lock together caus-
ing mis-feeds.

So if embossing Braille on
a die-cutter sounds like too
much trouble, then you may
prefer a solution that is based
around a rotary, rather than
a flat-bed, system. Two
years ago, and responding
to the inherent difficulties
of Braille embossing, Bobst
developed the AccuBraille
system, which is a retro-
fittable module available
for Masterfold, Expertfold,

go. But, like most Alpina, and Mistralgluers.
things in life, it's not And while there are now
that simple. - some third party solutions

Firstly, we have Alan Thompson, in the market that use a
to consider the sub- Director of Sales & similar approach, great
strate. Recycled Marketing for Bobst  care needs to be taken by

board, dry board, or folder gluers

board with a poor

print surface can lead the Braille
dots to burst through. Tt doesn't
matches the male and female forc-
es to the substrate, they cannot
compensale for out of spec board,
whether it is delivered like it or a
result of poor conditioning of the
sheetl in plant. Equally, while the
die-maker should be able to advise
on the choice of either conical and
domed dots, they cannot help when
operators struggle to get defini-
tion from domed dots, or get burst
through with conical dots.

Then there is the problem of
alignment on the die-cutter. Braille
dots are relatively fine features
and are easily flatiened by an inex-
perienced or inalientive operator.
And when it comes 1o fit-backs, the
operator has an additional prob-
lem in that the die-board may have
stretched or shrunk. While adjust-
ment of the lower plate can get
knives and counter matrix to corre-
spond sufficiently well for die-cut-
ting, the fine nature of the Braille
alignment may be compromised.
Most users get around this by re-
mounting their Braille counters on
every repeat of the job, adding [ur-
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the carton maker to ensure
that they get the functional-

ity and performance they need.
‘ The die-cutter method

of embossing Braille
should, in theory be easy. But,
like most things in life, it's not
that simple.

All of the available solutions
consists of a module fitted after
the feeder of the gluer and work
by bringing a pair of rotary tools
to bear on the carton as it runs
through. The upper, male, tool is
bespoke to the job and, in the Bob-
st system at least, the lower female
tool is universal.

Compared to the selting of
Braille embossing on a die-cutter,
this approach is very quick, tak-
ing less than five minules on the
AccuBraille, from starl to finish.
When considering rolary Braille
embossing, it is however important
to check exactly what makeready
and pre-makeready is required,
because some systems need up
to 20 minutes of off-machine pre-
makeready first, followed by an-
other 10 on the machine. m
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“not me - but we”

International Creativi

Annual Report 2008/2009

HE Creativity Awards Annual
Twas one of the first books to

showcase leading-edge design
from all points of the globe. The Cre-
ativity Annual Awards is judged by a
panel of advertising and design pro-
fessionals who volunteer their time
and knowledge without personal
agenda or bias. To provide fresh per-
spectives, new judges are selected
from year to year.

Creativity Annual Awards is one of
the longest running international ad-
vertising and graphic design competi-
tions, i.e. print design competition, a
web design competition, and an ad-
vertising design competition. There are
categories in Print, Publications, New
Media, TV, Radio and more.

These categories run
the gamut
from

18

Annual Reports to Sales Films, from
Magazine Photography to Consumer
Websites, from Logos and Trademarks
to Ambient Media. And each year
the judges choose the best designs,
advertisements, websites, and com-
mercials from all over the world to be
reproduced in the 400-page Creativity
Awards Annual.

Smart Media Productions (Pvt) Lim-
ited, Sri Lanka's No. 01 annual report
company designed the 2008/2009
SLAP Annual Rport for the 9th con-
secutive year on complimentary ba-
sis to support the printing industry in
Sri Lanka. They have 'submitted the

o .
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Not Me but W'
Smart Media

Annual Reperts

Award for SLAP

Creativity Annual
Awards is one of
the longest running

international advertising and
graphic design competitions.
There are categories in Print,
Publications, New Media, TV,
Radio and more.

SLAP report for the above competition
and won the Award for its theme 'not
me - but we” in non profit making or-
ganizations category.

Ananda Jagoda, the Creative Direc-
tor of Smart Media
Productions  said
that this report is
an unique design
which carried the
theme and its de-
sign throughout the
report and it shows
the spirit of the
SLAP team. He also
said that this report
will be sent for the
ARC International
awards too.

Dinesh
tunga, said that
the theme was
not merely for the
report but for the
industry, and it has
to be the vision of
the SLAP to devel-
op the industry. He
also added that the theme is ours’ and
all the members are proud of it and
said during his tenure the team worked
hard to get regional and international
exposure, which is now has become a
reality. He is the past president of the
SLAP, under who's presidency the

above Annual Report was produced.
Sanjeev Mohan was the Secretary,
and the Treasurer was Ranijith Fer-
nando. The Report was printed at
Gunaratne Offset Limited. m
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Creating Print Technalagy for the st Century

KOMORI

freedom W of impression

LITHRONE SUPER SPICA 3, 4,5color

2,4,5,6 -10 Color { with/ without Perfector)

Hormzon

Automated Bindery Systems

Paper Cutter Perl'ei:tt Book Binder

Collator/ Stitching
| Folding/ Fore-edge Trimming

Spectrophotometers,

i Densitometers, Color Viewing
Computerized Paper Boxes, Color Control & Ink

Computer to Plate(CTP) Guillotine Formulation Software

AGEA DSC TRELLEBORG

{ formerly REEVES)

FILMS PRESS CHEMICALS BLANKETS

TOP uichmace F”nthOUp DOIII!:Z] Ya"g

PS PLATE PHOTOPOLYMER PLATES PI‘ mtmg II]kS

ey IGT unifold

UALITY CONTROL EQUIPMENT T
Print Quality Management - Q classic ' Diary ' covers

JDC Prmtmg Technologles_ (Pvt) Ltd

h No 304 Grandpass Rﬂdd C olombo 14
D|g|t|zer’Eflo§‘,T§%]cﬂgﬁ§F‘n F389166/67, E-mail: jdc@jdesl.com

o AVeb: www.jdesl.com




The right solution

6 ° INDIGO 3500 / 5500 / 7000
ﬁ : — Givelife to the-images with 'IErg;o_'Ei_g_itai_"P;_gss

invent

Matching the digital print technology combines the best of both worlds
- Offset quality with digital flexibility -

High quality of ink on paper that toner based output cannot provide
Ability to personalize and customize one-to-one communications

Upto 7-color printing including invisible printing

Spot varnishing with HP’s unique MATTE ink

High Return-On-Investment

Photo Quality

GREETING cARps ~ DES

SPIRAL PHOTO BOOKS

Features

- 65 Pages Per Minute
- Wider Color Gamut IKONICA MINOLTA

- Look & Feel Offset Quality LD6500

- High Capacity Finisher

- Heavy Duty Cycle

240,000 prints per month
-Lowest Cost Per Page

-Excellent Reproduction Even

On Textured Paper

Call the expernts wow

JDC Printing Technologies (Pvt) Ltd.
304 Grandpass Road, Colombo-14
Tel: (11) 2389160, Email: jdc@jdcsl.com, www.jdcsl.com

Suppliers to the Graphic Arts, Printing & Packaging Industries for the past 30 years

=T aalal datie

be innovative and

28!

beat the competition >>>>>
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FOR ALL YOUR OFFSET PRINTING NEEDS

SWEDISH TRADING CO., LTD.

GRAPHIC ARTS DIVISION

141/7c, Vauxhall Street, Colombo - 02, Sri Lanka
Tel- +94 11 2333441-3, 4715053, 2305883
Fax- +94 11 2305885

E-mail - stctv@stc.eureka.lk, stcsan@stc.eureka.lk
Website - www.chandrasenanayakeholdings.com




SCREEN

Creating a Future in Print

PixelSteam
Powerful HQ RIP Scriptworks
Interpreter Workflow

PlateRite News 2000
Thermal CTP for Newspaper

PlateRite 4300
Thermal CTP for 2-up to 4-up Presses

Trueflow 3
Fully JDF-Compliant PDF Workflow

PlateRite 8300/8600/8800 Truepress 344
Thermal CTP for 2-up to 8-up Presses Four-Color Digital Offset Printing Press

DAINIPPON SCREEN SINGAPORE PTE. LTD.

29 Kaki Bukit View, Kaki Bukit Techpark Il, Singapore 415963
Tel: +65-67493833 Fax: +65-67499010 Email Add: gasales@screensp.com.sg

AGENT IN SRI LANKA

GRAPHIC EQUIPMENT & SERVICES
360 “Upper Floor”
Hospital Road
Kalubowila, Dehiwala
Sri Lanka
Tel: 94-11-2766656 / 94-11 26@&9% by Rex; 94:11:2767950,  Email: graphic1@sltnet.lk
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Change in Gears!

SLAP Cricket Sixes
Moves to Test Venue

HE six aside annual cricket tournament orga-
nized by the SLAP this year will be conducted

i vill Cricket
in its test venue the P, Sara Stadium on the Sennit
20th of March 2010. This year’s tournament will 7 CO m m Itte e

offer two trophies, where the winning teams will
vie for the prestigious six aside trophy. Only 50
teams will be able to participate this year so hurry
and make vour reservalions now!

All selected participants will be provided t-shirts.
This year’s annual tournament will be organized
through its new committee members headed by
Mr. Mohan Sanjeeva 2nd Vice President and Proj-
ect Chairman of SLAP who promise the event to be
packed with new ideas mixed with fun filled enter-
tainment.

For more information please contact
the SLAP office.




Grafica Launches ‘'NANO PRINT’

Low Cost/High Quality Screen Printing
Machine to Support Screen Printers

necessity, it is said. So, Gralica

Flextronica, a leading manufac-
turer of screen printing machines,
equipment and allied products has
announced the launch of the much
awaited Grafica NANO PRINT, a
low cost/high quality min semi au-
tomatic screen printing machine.
NANO is born time when the Indi-
an screen printing industry which
mostly comprises small screen
printers, was long waiting for such
a machine to come in the market.

NANO PRINT, the elegant and
sturdy machine was formally
launched at a simple ceremony
coinciding the 3-day workshop on
Advanced Screen Printing, held at
Grafica's institute - DMI - in the last
week of July 2009. In the presence
of around 40 printers from all over
India, Grafica Managing Director
Bhargav Mistry showed a demo
of the machine besides making a
brief presentation on its features,
benelfits and also the technical built
up of the machine.

Explaining the rationale behind
introducing such a small, low cost
yet a high quality screen printing
machine, the company top brass
said that this dream machine was
meant for every manual screen
printer who could not buy a ma-
chine so far because of high cost of
screen printing machines.

“NANO is a machine developed
by our expert team from those re-
search, ideas and needs ol every
screen printers,” Bhargav told the
editor of this portal in an exclusive
interview.

“With our vast experience of
more than 2 decades in the field of
manufacturing high quality screen
printing, UV curing machines and
allied products; and 3 years expo-
sure in providing advance lrain-
ing and education through DMI to
hundreds of printing prolessionals,
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INVENTI()N is the mother of

students, we discovered that the
screen printers are looking for-
ward to an affordable machine,”
he said.

“But, for them affordability does
not mean to have a cheaper ma-
chine with poor quality built and
unreliable service back up. Read-
ing the pulse of the market, we de-
cided to develop NANQ-PRINT,” he
clarified.

Giving ‘thumps up’ to NANO,
Surat based printing professional,
Mr Dinesh Golchha, who was pres-
ent at the launch said: “Most of
the screen printers who are doing
manually, do not buy a machine
due to two factors: cost and lack
of knowledge of automation. They
compare the cost effectiveness of
manual screen printing with the
machine although they know that
there is no good quality. They also
look for right supplier since ma-
chine is a one-time invesiment”.

Meanwhile, highlighting impor-
tant features of the NANO PRINT,
Bhargav said that il is a perflect
semi-automatic screen prinling
machine for every common screen
printer across the globe wilh print
arca 15" x 20”. s easy lo start
and operate, just like switching on
a light or a fan. The machine is low
cost/high quality, fully featured,
sturdy, faster ROI. Ii does not re-
quire any hassle of running a sepa-
rate compressors and three phase
power. Ii’s a workhorse designed to

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

run 24 hrs/365 days.

According to him, the machine is
designed with all advance mecha-
nism and spares Lo minimize noise
50 il can even run in any commer-
cial or residential area to avoid
noise pollution. NANO-PRINT re-
places requirement of extra skilled
labor thus avoids dependency on
man power il happens in manual
screen printing process. The ma-
chine built to last longer requires
fever maintenance and blocks only
12 sq. ft space.

Explaining other beneficial fea-
tures he says that the non-stop
speed of NANO-PRINT is 1000/
impression per hour which also
replaces one person if compared
with conventional manual table.
"It consume very less power with
running cost Rs. 5.00/per hour in
Mumbai (considering Rs. 7.00 per
unit) which might even work less
in other cities. It works to Rs. 40/
per 8 hours shift which is quite
economical than hiring even an or-
dinary helper”.

The machine can be used for
printing commercial printing, (lex,
sun pack/sun board, acrylic, (only
limited size), Textile (transler la-
bels, heat transfer on T shirts.
Industrial application (special-
ity labels, industrial labels, stick-
ers, ete), arts printing, Toys, Gift
and novelties, daily consumables.
Printers can also use this machine
for print finishing such as special
effects with varnishes, metallic,
pearl, glitter, etc.

Agsuring the value for money
even for Grafica NANO PRINT,
Bhargav said: “While building a
small and low cost machine, we
are nol making any technical com-
promise in terms of quality. We are
also committed to provide excellent
service support (like we normally
do) and Training support. For this
purpose we will have a good Deal-




er network, besides giving regular
updates on technology to our cus-
tomers”.

He added further: “NANO-PRINT
is covered with one year complete
warranty not only on manufactur-
ing defects (which will hardly oc-
cur) but including all electrical
and electronic spares. The instal-
lation of this machine is done by
our expert and experienced team
to ensure trouble free operation
from day one and to get quality
output with perfect registration.
The package consists of one day's
in-house training at DMI as well as
onsite training at your works dur-
ing installation”.

And the overwhelming and joyful
response expressed by the partici-
pants at DMI workshop is the testi-
mony to the fact that small printers
were looking or waiting for such a
compact machine to come in the
market.

The editor of this portal spoke o
all the printers who were present
at the machine demo. “Since last
five years 1 am doing screen print-
ing manually. Nano is a brilliant

idea but unexpected and wonder-
ful. T am sure Nano will be creat-
ing a new era of screen printing,”
said Samiran Ghosh, Proprietor of
Ramkrishna Poly Pack, Kolkata.

In the words of Samir J Mehta,
Proprietor Sam Graphics, Mum-
bai: “We are doing screen printing
for the last eight years, manually.
NANO belongs 1o small scale print-
ers. Iis price is very much afford-
able besides, even a small printer
can now think of higher productiv-
ity and higher quality. For manual
printers space is the problem and
cost is another factor due to which
they do not go for automation. Now
I think of going for automation”

Listen to the voice of Kiran
Lakhara, Director Uday Printers,
Ahmednagar: “For the last five
years we are doing screen printing
manually. If this Nano was launched
earlier, 1 would not have continued
with manual operation”.

The company’s motive is purely
helping all those unaffordable
screen printers, at a time when
there is acute shortage ol man-
power in screen printing indus-

try (manual is a labour intensive),
“It is rather an industry inilialive
which will benefit thousands of
screen printers across the country
who could notl buy ‘a machine and
are compelled to do the printing
manually,” said Bhargav.

“In India, in every corner of the
country there are so thousands of
screen printers who are doing the
jobs manually in a small room or
even [rom their own house with
small investment without any
growth. Unlortunately, they have
shabby image too. Our ultimate
objective is Lo remove this shabby
image ol the screen printers”.

Corroborating his view, Mr Me-
ghal M. Baxi, H.B. Graphik Pvt Ltd,
Mumbai, says that NANO’s very
size and affordability will inspire
everyone to move from manual to
automation and remove the bad
image of ‘screen printing means
visiting card printer’. So, with the
introduction of NANO print, the
common screen printers in India
can now look forward to drive their
business towards new success. B
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PRAYWAY India, the
Indian arm of US based
Sprayway has iniro-
duced a fasi open premium
water based Screen Opener
‘No. 032°, as informed by Mr.
Vasant Bhat, Country Manag-
er, Sprayway India. Accord-
ing to him, the new product
was launched during the last GTE
exhibition held recently in Delhi
Features and benelits: The fast
open premium water based Screen
Opener ‘No. 032, is user friendly
product. It is a clear solution to
open up dried-up areas on screens.
The product is compatible with all
types of screen printing inks, be-
sides guaranteed to leave no film.
It is easy to use and even a lay man
can do the job perfectly. It saves
lime of the customer to remove
the choke up from the screens thus
solving their problems of rejecting
the screen and saving money of the
customers
Found effective: “We have done
some testing in the screen printing
industry here in India and found
the new product to be very effec-
tive. This product was launched by
us for the screen printing industry
who are using water based inks
and have problem in cleaning the
choked up screens”, says Mr. Bhat
in an emailed reply to the editor of
this portal
VOC compliant: "It being a water
based product, it is neither harm-
ful to the environment nor to the

How to ‘Fast Open’
the Choke Up

in Screens?

Ask Sprayway

health. The product is VOC
Compliant and if any cus-
tomers wishes, we can get
the certificate from our
US office,” he adds. “It has
pleasant odor so thal peo-
ple on the shop floor won’t
feel omitting sensalion, gid-
diness, breathlessness as it
happens in case ol solvents
Why Screen opener? In
order 1o open up dried-up areas on
screens, in the conventional meth-
od, screen printers remove the
screen [rom the machine and take
il o a washing area and use solvent
or waler to remove the choke from
the screen, says Mr. Bhat. Usually
they use pressurized water through
hose or use some solvents and rub
the area to remove the choke up in
the screen. Finally, the screen had
to be dried up and then fixed on to
the machine Lo start the work.
How to use? With the introduc-
lion ol 32 Screen opener which is
a dilferent kind of product, printers
can use it easily. It can be used on-
line. If a choke up is detected when
the print run is on, they can simply
remove the screen and clean the

area. The cleaning is very
easy as they have to just
spray on the choked area on
both the sides of the screen.
They have to just take a
sponge dipped in water and
scrub it gently to remove
the choke and then fix the
screen and start the work.

About Sprayway: For more
than 50 years Sprayway has
been providing industry with
the highest quality aerosol
products available. All prod-
ucts are manufactured in the
United States and meet Spray
way’s rigid quality control stan-
dards. Every ingredient used in
Sprayway producls is accepted
by the United States Consumer
Product Safety Commission, the
United States Occupational Saflety
& Tlealth Administration or the
United States Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

According (o the company, it does
not use any ingredients banned in
the Uniled Stales in any of its prod-
ucts. Its products release NO CICs.
Research, Development & Qual-
ity Control. Finally, where to get its
products, including the new one?
The company has an all India deal-
ers network in most of major cities
having the garment trade. However,
it also seeks dealership for unrep-
resented areas. The new product is
readily available in the warchouse
in Bangalore, as informed by the of-
ficial, m
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Transparent UV Screen
Printing Inks from COLORs

RINTING on wide variety of
Psubstratcs is now possible

using UV inks, according
to Mumbai bhased, ColLoRs, which
offers a wide range of products
such as offset spot CoLoRs, me-
tallic shades, fluorescent ColLaRs,
U.V inks, varnishes and high end
specialty inks. And, it has recently
introduced Transparent UV Screen
inks for printing on metalized sil-
ver and gold foils (Met Pet).

These screen inks lend Lo give
opaque effecl especially on met-
alized foil; hence the surlace ef-
fect of the substrate is not visible.
Transparent inks are translucent,
thus the glossy effect of the foil is
maintained.

This ink opens a whole gamut
ol opportunities lor packaging
printers like perfume carton and

saree boxes where
metalized foil (gold
and silver) is widely
used, as claimed by
the company.

Four color inks are
available for trap-
ping purpose though
it will reduce the
transparency. COLORs suggest that
UV inks should be used for over
printing. These inks can he used on
printed materials for better effect.
It is also suggested that optimum
effects are obtained by printing the
inks directly on foils.

Technically speaking, the recom-
mended fabric is Polyester 120T.
Angle of Squeegee and Shore
Hardness can be normal with
shore hardness of 75. The flood
bar can also be in normal position.

It should be noted
that the prints cannot
be creased and Col-
ors has recommended
testing the inks before
commencing the joh.

Since its setup in
2001 under the tech-
nical guidance of Mi-
cro Inks, part of the Huber Group
- Germany, ColL.oRs has been pro-
viding quality matching and spe-
cialty products to priniers in and
around Mumbai. s unit is well
equipped to match and manu-
facture high end production with
stringent quality control. Ii is also
the first Ink Matching Centre to be
certified with the Quality Manage-
ment System requirements of IS0
9001:2000. m
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Silver...

Continued from Page 15...

animation and video industries.

The company also -carries
the full range of solvent ink be-
ing the sole distributor of DGI
original ink from Japan, Xaar
ink from U.K. and Aquatint Ink
from India.

You can contact Silver Circle
on 0777766665 or 11 5678303,
or visit the showroom at no 3,
Vijaya Kumaratunga Mw. Co-
lombo 05. You can also visit our
web site at www.silvercircle.
biz to see details of the printing
machines and specificalions /
catalogs.

In order to develop the indus-
try, Silver Circle in joint collabo-
ration with Ingrin [nstitute of
Printing & Graphics Sri Lanka
Ltd and the Sri Lanka Associa-
tion of Printers have conducted
many workshops in Colombo
and other districts aimed at
persons interested in starting
a Digital Printing business and
students who want to enter /
join the industry and the other
workshop for industry person-
nel especially the printer opera-
tors and Managers. A large for-
mat printer has been provided
to The Ingrin Printing Institute
to provide the hands on train-
ing of the operators who follow
the new Digital Printing train-
ing module. They will gain an
indepth knowledge on machine
maintenance, calibration, for-
mat, new technologies, applica-
tions etc. relevant to the Digital
Printing field. The hench/lectur-
ers comprise Engineers from
XaarJet PLC (UK) along with
application specialists from In-
dia and Sri Lanka. Await more
details of the new Digital Print-
ing courses from the Ingrin In-
stitute of Printing & Graphics
Sri Lanka Ltd, which will be cir-
culated soon. m
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The main
objective of
this leadership
seminar was
to develop
entrepreneurial
skills of printers
along the
theme Myself

- My Business -
My Team.

_ Iaham%undation.
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A quality Icon in
PAPER Sales outlets
Pepiliyana: +94 11 3083386

Thalahena: +94 11 3108927

25)@%93 Helping you make&thie right chivice’évery time

PAPER COMPANY
a paper merchant that’s as
different as you could hope for...

Experience the difference in our commitment to
relationship, our aspiration to deliver paper with more
impact at lower cost, and to help our customers’
businesses become more effective.

Full range of printing & packaging papers & boards
including Conqueror

Our services in a nutshell...

So next time you're shopping for paper, turn to

WHITE HOUSE PAPER COMPANY LIMITED
57/2, Kassapa Road, Colombo 05, SriLanka
Tele. +94 11 4897687-90, 2553280

Fax +94 11 2553281

Custom Converting
Fast Delivery
Diversified Inventory
Great Customer Service
Sample Service !
Duty Free for BOI and TIEP Registered Customers '
Extensive distribution Network

PAPER
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APP ONE STOP
PAPER SOLUTION

rovide utmost convenience for all your paper needs with a
nplete range of products from APP. As the largest vertically
ntegrated pulp and paper mills in Asia, APP carries high quality
paper products with excellent service and delivery time. The range
of products is enormous, and you can rely on one supplier:

APP for your complete one-stop-paper solution.

BRAND PORTFOLIO

2 bt mova (O80 L
g M e NEVIA
: ap RS
B SINA\R SPECTRA
5 Fawpl s s i colvr paper

\ ' PRODUCT RANGE

PHOTOCOPY PAPER | ARTPAPER | ART BOARD | TISSUE | STATIONERY | PHOTO GLOSSY PAPER | BRIEFCARD | EMBOSSED
CARD | COMPUTER FORM | NCR | CAST COATED | IVORY | MEDIUM | DUPLEX | TRIPLEX | WHITE TOPLINER | WOODFREE |
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Sole Agents

JUPITER TRADING CO. LTD NO. 100, LAKE DRIVE,COLOMBO
08. TEL: 94112683504-5,2683445,2687445.

HUNTING: 94112683604

FAX: 94112684080,2689956

Email: dudley@jupiter-trading.net

www jupiter-trading.net
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A Variety of Matt & Gloss Laminating...

;

~ Cryst '____I’i't_:a‘lly clear as pure water

THERMAL Laminating

WINDOW Laminating
coLD Laminating

HOT Laminating Film m i,

gOPP Film

UV VARNISHING & ADHESIVE

No : 56, Old Keshewa Road, Nugegoda.
Tel : 4921506, Yel'l Fak':2811420,2853214.
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Semmar for Printers of Kandy
Hotel Thilanka - September 12th, 2009




PAPER & BOARDS

CONTACT :

SAIFI TRADING COMPANY

96, NEW MOOR STREET COLOMBO - 12. (SRI LANKA)
PHONE : 440793, 320644, 422278 FAX : 44093, 586473
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Founded by Ink Technologist

DGA YAPA with industry
/// experience since 1368,

EHREIMA

color.science.people

Wisw.ChiromalinHs.com
emaiiL@ChHromamn~s.com

chemicals printing inks high quality stper x
next generation inks flush inks premium guality
lithographic inks high perfarmance highast
reproduction quality packaging coatings cost
effective solutions for professional printing raw
materials advance colour matching accuracy
satisfaction guaranteed color control new ink 22882,
technology offset letterpress gravure flexa *%gges
screen ink additives gloss matt carton web %5
nifset news ink metal coatings waterbased
flex reverse liguid solvent based xtra strength
durability coated uncoated inks pantone
hexachroma security fluorescent pear! lust MADE IH SRI LANKA
colours pye textile nylon cotton radiant colours Prireinid 9cadan
reducers driers special made inks super formulated

chemicals enhance guality kingset supermatch

pa)ta xpn spectrum cyan magenta yellow black

orange green gold silver bronze xtra performance

number inks pad printing special lacquers metallic

high technical service to printing industry
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CHROMA INKS (PRIVATE) LTD.
103/2 Piliyandala Road, Katuwawela
Boralesgamuwa, SRl LANKA

tel +84112518092 fax +84112518723

coLoumR

[:l-lru:PIGI't eq y foglahp BPYE LIMITED
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THHE FPURITY IMN TRUE COLOR.
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Manufacture and Re-rubberize
all kinds of Rubber Rollers such as

Offset Printing Rollers Guide Rollers
Laminating Rollers Nip Rollers
Alcohol Damping Rollers Web offset Rollers
Varnish Rollers Fusing machine Rollers
Folding Machine Rollers Label Printing Rollers
Pasting Machine Rollers Suckers
Feeding Rollers We are also specialised in :
Wash up blades
Grippers
Conveyor belts
V Belts

Pallet Truck Wheels etc.

Chamara Rubber Products (Pvt) Ltd

Chamara Rubber Rollers (Pvt) Ltd

414/12 A, K.Cyril C.Perera Mawatha,Colombo 13, Sri Lanka.
EAvanma 1el:2451747,4612455,2418893,2418894  Fax: 4612455

E-mail : chamara@sltnet.lk, wayaman.uragoda@gmail.com
Web : www.chamara.lk

© UDARA URAGODA







Seminar for Printers of Gampah
Palm Village - October 24th, 2009
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Lak Foil...

Continued from Page 4...

one that elevates a customer to a
higher level. Currently Sri Lanka's
printing industry has the required
slate-of-the-art printing technol-
ogy lo be in par with international
standards but however the in-
dustry has slowed down tremen-
dously due to its lack of innovative
marketing concepts which is the
lifeline of the printing business.
Therefore the printing community

has to have a proper vision and
mission that drives it forward.

On a final note Mr. Silva said,
“One has the capacity to do won-
ders through digital printing, today
the time has come for us to move
forward to set new standards in
printing, this change is the only
way to give birth to new ideas and
concepts.” m

Ninehearts...

Continued from Page 10...
these reasons, screen-printing on
garments and textiles is an area
that will never die.”

The company is at present the
HP partner with regards to large
format products and industrial
printers. The company also has
a separate division, in partner-
ship with Kodak, which deals in
high-speed document scanners,
to convert paper into digital form
where already the required hard-
ware has been installed in most of
the leading banks and insurance
companies in the country. Since
1987, Ninehearts has had a very
close alliance with Fedrigoni of
Italy selling high quality papers
for the printing industry. Fedrigoni
is a very popular and important
product among all printers in Sri
Lanka. With regards to hardware
required for the screen print-
ing area the company works with
M&R, which is the world’s largest
screen printing machine manufac-
turer based in the USA. For Screen
Printing and Digital Printing inks,
Ninehearts works in close collabo-
ration with Fujifilm Sericol, which
is a leader in the relevant market
segments. Among the other popu-
lar companies that the Ninehearts
represents are Tamron lenses from
Japan, HiTi' Photo printers from
Taiwan, Intercoal self adhesive
vinyl from Germany, Fotec Emul-
sions from Switzerland and Saati
mesh from Ilaly.

“Unfortunately Sri Lanka has
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been unable to capture some large
orders in the garment industry
due to the fact that we are un-
able to print them locally. We are
at the moment involved in projects
where we provide our services in
educating printers to develop the
latest techniques with regards to
high end garment printing require-
ments. In the future screen and
digital printing will go hand in hand
and create combinations while it is
very doubtful that screen-printing
will be 100% digitalized. However
the graphics screen-printing and
photographic industry is fast be-
coming digitalized. Also the large
format printing industry is becom-
ing more advanced with the intro-
duction of more environmentally
friendly and less hazardous tech-
nologies being introduced.

Inthe local photo printing market
[ feel the future will include many
consolidations taking place due to
the competitiveness in the market.
As we have a popular retail brand
name already established we feel
that we have the capacity and
expertise to capture a large mar-
ket share. Under today’s market
conditions I feel that only the in-
novative and technological savvy
companies will be able to survive
in the long run. Ninehearts will he
moving in line with these techno-
logical changes in order to provide
a better and more superior service
to its customers”, concluded Mr.
Godamanna. m

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Jupiter...

Continued from Page 6..

In conclusion Mr. Thambinayag-
am said, “Ours is a family based
business, and my wile is the pil-
lar of strength behind my success.
Both my sons are very much in-
volved in the business operations
even though they are undergradu-
ates and will in the future be tak-
ing our business towards greater
heighis.” m

Nelu’s...

Continued from Page 8...

and board, the Nelu’s group always
looks into other avenues where in
which they can excel in and thus
better provide for their valuable
employees who are the lifeline of
their business ventures.

Nelu's has met competition
head on in the industry and con-
tinuously compete with the giants
of the trade and have become a
well known name with regards
to printing services mainly due to
the high quality in their products,
which the company maintains at
all times. The company is always
aware of its limitations and never
promises services that they are
unable to deliver, which is why it
has been able to win over the con-
fidence and trust of its clients.

“A printer has to be knowledge-
able with regards to the technical
aspects which include the past,
present as well as the future of the
printing industry. The industry has
experienced numerous cases of
failed printing businesses due to
their lack of knowledge and expe-
rience. Today the printing industry
is very competitive therefore one
must understand the industry in-
depth in order to survive; therefore
it is imperative that the younger
generation learn about the print-
ing industry to the maximum as
the industry today requires young
and energetic printers with a good
educational background in order
for the industry to progress to-
wards greater heights”, concluded
Mr. Fernando. m



Canon

Delighting You Always

Introduces Worlds Latest Digital Production Press Technology to Sri Lanka.

Carnon’s Digital Presses Supports Print on Demand, Proofing, Offset Printing
and Variable Data Printing Requirements. It's Flexibility and unique features
enhances productivity ¢ profitability in your business...

Worlds First Digital Press With

4-’ imagePRESS C1+

Coating...

e Spot Laminating * Spot Varnishing ® Water Mark Designs

Canon imagePRESS C1+ colour digital printing system, the first colour device with clear toner for the light production
and proofing market. Designers seeking the highest colour expectations for digital proofing will immediately identify
the visual difference with the Canon imagePRESS C1+ colour digital printing system. Exceptional colour with
calibration tools for industry profiles, showcase vivid and vibrant colours. This image PRESS is equipped with
colour management tools to work with industry standards o realize vivid, vibrant, true-to-production prints.

*0ff-Set Quality *Consistency in Colour OQutput *Widest Variety of Media ®Range of Proofing Possibilities *Widest Colour Gamut
» Call Kevin - 0772 613 213

Colombo Sales Office

12, Magazine Road, Colombo 08.
Tel : 2437797 | 2696183

Fax : 4 700267/ 2685322

E-mail : kevinl@metropolitan.lk

Rﬂ"@@ﬂ(] byithe! i}ﬁ? salesmal@metropolitan.lk

Web : www.metropolitan.lk

Business be simple
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PRODUCT OF THE MONTH

MGi Meteor
DP 60 Pro

The latest generation DP 60 Pro with ability to handle paper and plastic, is

by far MGi's fastest and more productive machine,finds Noel D'cunha

e Meteor DP 60 Pro paper and plastic digital printer
has fast become the flagship model for MGi’s DP
series. Designed for high-volume printing it can also
carry out short- to medium-run and fast turnaround

work on sizes up to 13x26in with an option of even 13x 40in
with quality that’s a close match to litho offset.

MGI Digital Technology is a French company that has
been building digital printers since 1992; however, they
were originally specialist manufacturer of devices for plastic
card printing. The DP 30 Smart, introduced in 2005, was the
first to be designed to handle commercial print-on-paper,
including an offset-type paper feed. This was followed by DP
40 Pro launched in 2006.

The latest DP 60 Pro is the nineth generation - is faster
than DP40 Pro and has enhanced features like Vibration
Reduction System (VRS) and climate control, pneumatic
loader, optional high-pile output stacker and variable-data
printing. This four-colour printer is FOGRA certified and
according to MGI, integrates “Spot On” Pantone swatches.

Aura Papers became the sole distributor for Meteor
presses in 2007, starting with the DP 40 Pro, but are now
concentrating on the DP 60 Pro. So far, Aura has installed
seven DP 40s and one DP 60 Pro with another two DP 60
Pro to be delivered in the next month.

Aura’s managing director V Natarajan says: “The previous
models in this series were entry-level machines for printers
that wanted to add a digital element to the operation. This
latest generation is better, faster and more productive. It
gives firms the opportunity to broaden their product range”
Feeding Mechanism
A successful attempt has been made to combine features of
offset with digital by using a compact yet heavy duty offset
feeder which can stack up to 3000 sheets of maximum size
13x26in. The paper is precisely aligned in the feed path ini-
tially to a side lay and then to a front edge alignment detec-
tor, before entering the print engine on the left side of the
machine. “DP 60 Pro has an accuracy of 0.2mm sheet-to-
sheet, including front-back accuracy for duplex work,” says
Natarajan.
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An ultrasound double-sheet detector is also built-in. It also
has an output stacker which can stack upto 6,000 sheets.
Under the print engine are three paper feed trays, concealed
behind the front door. All three trays can hold up to 500
sheets each. These trays can accept formats from small enve-
lopes to 13x19in of paper.

Different substrates

It prints on a variety of papers like uncoated, coated gloss or
matt, textured, labels, thermal transfer papers and even can-
vas. It can handle 3,900 A4 sheets, 1,600 13x19in sheets or
32,000 ISO CR80 PVC plastic cards per hour, in four-colour
with variable data. The machine can print on paper and plas-
tic thicknesses from 70-350gsm and 100-400-micron,
respectively.

The most common printable materials include PVC
(coated or uncoated), polyester, polycarbonate, lexan, PET,
vinyl and synthetic papers such as teslin, melinex and
artisyn. It can also print onto self-adhesive stickers and foil
boards. Natarajan says: “There’s no need for pre-sensitisation
of the plastic and the press is also compatible with printing
directly on RFID inlays.”

Imaging technology

The DP 60 Pro’s printing process uses the laser imaging tech-
nology instead of LED. It delivers a resolution of 2,400dpi,
which can print 2001pi of conventional screen. Because of
laser, finer details can be reproduced. It also comes with
option of different line screening. “Under a magnifying glass,
the halftone screen shows conventional rosette patterns,”
says Natarajan.

Fusing oil
The Meteor doesn’t use fusing oil at all, which helps in giving
the print a matt offset like finish, making it hard to distin-
guish between an offset print and DP 60 print; oil tends to
give a semi-gloss finish. It also means Meteor-printed sta-
tionery is safe for use in office laser printers.

An important feature of DP 60 Pro is the unique fusing
technology, which allows the user to increase or decrease the

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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DP 60 Pro: ability to printon
variety of papers as well as
on plastic has boosted its
flexibility



Max speed

3,900 4/0 Aypph
Max sheet size
330x1016MmM, 330X660MmMm
Substrate weights
70-350gsm (paper)
100-4oomicrons (plastic)
Resolution :

2,400%2,400dpi

Front end
EFl Fiery server

Contact
Aura Papers Umesh Kagade
+91 98608 35581 umesh@
aurapapers.com

fusing temperature according to
the substrate. For example, a
100gsm paper will require very low
temperature for fusing but a 400
microns PVC will require compa-
rably high temperature. The
adjustment of machine from

paper to plastic and vice-versa takes
just few seconds because of the
sophisticated technology used in DP
60 Pro, says Natarajan.

Few other unique features includes,
an infra red lamp on the feed board
which helps in removing the moisture
content of heavy gsm/textured papers
and boards and at the same time helps
in pre-treating the plastic substrate just
before it enters the imaging unit.

Another big advantage of this machine is
its ability to overprint envelopes in full-colour. Customised
database-driven software enables the overprinting to include
names, addresses and promotional messages.

Control console

Most control functions are handled from the standard com-
mand workstation console. In addition to CW, an external EFI
Fiery RIP server is also provided for faster processing and keep-
ing the front-end available for setting up a new job. This helps
in processing the variable data faster. This can be networked to
practically anything and accepts PDF documents as well as
other popular formats inchuding TIFF, EPS, Photoshop,
InDesign and QuarkXPress. It supports variable data printing
and also accepts formats like PPML and VPS. It can also be
integrated with softwares like Direct Smile and Bar Tender.

A substrate profile manager is also built into the press,
which comes with pre-loaded profiles of different sub-
strates, which defines the fusing temperature, gsm/
microns, substrate format so the operator has to just select
the name of a particular substrate from the list and the
machine gets ready for printing that material within sec-
onds. A new substrate can also be added as and when
required by the operator himself.

DP 60 Pro uses high degree of colour management tools.
It comes with a Gretag i1 spectrophotometer to calibrate the
machine and set up ICC profiles for new paper stocks or to
match the Meteor's output to another press (such as offset)
or across mixed-stock jobs. MGI has recently collaborated
with CGS to provide solutions for colour quality and fidelity.

“If a litho printer has a client that orders at the last
minute, they can output the first 500 copies on the Meteor
for same-day delivery, and then continue the rest of the run
on an offset press,” says Natarajan. “We've calculated that for
run lengths of under 400 A3 sheets, the Meteor is cheaper
than litho. Of course if the job contains variable data then
digital print is the only way to do it, so cost-effective run
lengths can be much longer”

MGI also provides a web cam and remote access software,
using which the machine can be diagnosed remotely by
MGT's engineers to provide faster solutions for any kind on
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THE ALTERNATIVES ]

XEROX IGEN3

The 700 from Xerox would be the nearest rival in terms of
speed and print resolution. But Aura claims itisn‘t only
aboutspeed in the high volume marlket. The firm points out
that for those critical requirements such as sheet size and
synthetic heavy weight media, the DP 60 competes with
Xerox's iGen3. Available in two speeds ~ goppm and
noppm - iGen3 offers host of features designed to keep
productivity high, mixing stocks in a single run, for
example. Inline finishing, induding UV vamishing, is
available as an option.

Maxspeed 6,600A4pph
Max sheet size 57346mMM
Substrate weights 60-35085m
Max resolution 600 x4800 dpi
Frontend FreeFlow Server, Fiery, Spire
Contact Pankaj Kalra +91- 96 54 99 6151,

Pankaj. Kalra@xerox.com
HP INDIGO PRESS 5500

In 2007 HP launched 5500 as the successor to 5000, the first
product launched by the newly-branded firm following the
acquisition of Indigo by Hewlett-Packard in 2002. The 5500
featured a new feeder system with a new four-tray feeder,
and included the ability to have more drawers added. The
machine can handle various types of substrates and was
designed to produce high-quality images for the photo and
fashion industry. There's provision for special and spot

| colours using IndiChrome and special effect inks.

Maxspeed 4,080 4/0 Aypph
Max sheet size 330x483mm
Substrate weights 60-400gsm
Max resolution 2,438x2,438dpi

| Frontend HPSmartStream Rip (Harlequin)/option Creo Rip
Contact Durai +91 9840356356, appadurai.a@hp.com

machine problem. This facility is in addition to the standard
maintenance.

Click charges

Consumables for Meteor printers are sold outright instead
of the usual digital press model of a click charge. They are
sold in packs. The customers has the option of ordering for
consumables that they actually need.

Natarajan says that this pricing model is more flexible
than click charges. I believe digital printing for short-run
and variable data has come long way from the initial days
when the supplier and customer approached it as office
automation product.”

Aura and MGI have approached the supplies for the dig-
ital machine just as offset. You pay for what you need and
consume.

“We as supplier should not determine how much a cus-
tomer should make or save in producing a print job. Well,
our existing customer will not accept Rs 4 or Rs 4.5 per A3
as click charges for obvious reasons,” he s5ays. W
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N CUNABATNE
OFFSET LIMITED

235/ 10 Avissawella Road, Orugodawatta, Sri Lanka.
Tel: 34-11-2531205 94-11-2532675 94-11-4815835 94-11-7627277-80 Fax 94-11-2532676

EmglAolerBgaBereRm Ve nupyofeet.com
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| Perfectly packaged for success.

_.:.-1:' :
! Maximum automation
| - Maxlmum quallty

L e Maxamum ease of use

- . Minimized makeready times
o ‘Absolute flexibility

To ensure effective die cutting and embossing, you need first-class end-to-end solutions
for packaging. The Dymatrix 106 Pro offers maximum quality and precision. High
Production speed, gentle material handling, and perfect processing are possible for
— = [~}
a wide range of materials. With Heidelberg, success comes as part of the package. +| —_— I D: LB:HC—

Alliance Agencies Limited

0 : 203, Kaduwela Road, Battaramulla, Talangama
Tel : 5750 750 Fax : 2 866 966
E mail : sales@heidelberg.lk




HIGH PRESS SPEED DUCT FRESH

Good impressions come by
with quality

E OSTMOﬁS‘et Process Inks
from

SunChemical

Fully compliant with the
printing standards of

ISO 12647:2

ISO 12647:2

ALITIGVLS H31lVM

FAST WORK & TURN

Whatever the surface
Whatever the job don't settle for less

Color & Comfort by Chemistry

DIC LANKA (PVT) LIMITED

147, Katuwana Road, Homagama
Tel: 2857709, 2855513 (Gen) or 0773082147 (Jagath)
Fax: 5551138, email: coatesinks@dic.com.lk

DUCT FRESH
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