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FOREWORD Wiag

The object of my presenting this small work, The Marriage
of Vijaya and Vijayzi, to the public is twofold. First, I have
often wondered why our schools do not teach their  students
impressive dramatic literature as Universities in England and India
do. True, Professors and Lecturers in our Uuniversities, Principals
and their Assistants in many of our schools, do produce their own
plays and train their students to act them, along with other well-
known plays, in order to make them appreciate the dramatic art.
Generally the actors and aclresses simulate real or fictitious
personalities with gestures, dumb or spoken, dress and scenic
accessories to aid the illusion. Their audieices often lonk npen the
plays as mere epiertainments or diversions, however instructive they
may be. To study a good play in detail, deeply and ecriticaliys
to appreciate the unilies of tinie, space and action, and to imbibe the great
lessons it teaches it is very essoential, especially  for students, to
possess a book on * that play. There are many books of dramatic
stories avnilable in our national languages written by men well-versed

in the a:t, 4. yet there is room for <till more. I have, therefore,
taken a smawn portion of a Tamil novel, Vijaya Seelam, written
by my une' e late br, C. W. Chinnappa Pillai, fifty years agos
in 1915, ramatized thal portion in my own humble way. It

deals wit'. e marric ge of “ijaya, the first king of Ceylon, with

a South Indian princess.

The novel is not a purely hist rical one, The author has taken
only a few historical ivcidents to buld-si=c.ory upon. The Island
Chronicle of Ceylon, the Mahavamesa, describes Vijaya as a man
of very bad character in his youth, that he and his 700 followers
were publicly disgraced by his father. Sihababu, king of Lala in
the country of Magadba, India, and  banished from his country.
Since the Mahavamsa was compiled a thousand years after the
time of Kirg Vijaya (483-445 B. C.] and since ‘researchers like
Prof. Wilkelm Geiger and others have come 10 tlie: conclusion that
the material for the Mahavamsa wust have been obtained chiefly
from waditicral staries, ihe author of Vijaya Seelam has taken
the liberty to pamt Vijaya as a man of exemplary . character, a
valiant fighter, genercus and kind-bearted, ard in every respect a
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model ruler. According to Vijaya Seelam King Sihababu acted
in his usnal autocratic manner, having been completely misled by
the false accusations made by his priest's daughter who, enamoured
by the beauty of the prince, tried to inveigle him but was sadly
disappointed when she found him harshly rebuking her for her
immoral overtures. To add fuel to the fire the king, an
over-squeamish man, was enraged more and inore by the curtain-
lectures of Vijaya's step-mother who had for a long time nurtured
a desire to find an opportunity to pave the way for seeing her
own son succeeding the father. The novel is a lengthy « one
describing various incidents of Vijaya's chivalry, gallant deeds, high
morality, stern adherence to truth and other sublime virtues. In
order to make the play short to suit modern tastes I bave abridged
only that portion of the story relating to the second marriage of
Vijaya (by no means an offence according to ancient custom) and
given a brief synopsis of the whole story in my Introduction. I
have also added at the end a wordbook containing the meanings
of the hard words used in the book, for the benefit of students,
together with some necessary notes to widen their knowledge.

My second purpose lies in the hope that a bor! of his kind
at the present time will help the fostering of goor. .il.istanding
between the Sinhalese and the Tamils of Ceylon. Shauld my book
receive encouraging patronage it is my intention: to aatize the
rest of the story also and get this as weu .s the .. translated
into Sinbala so that both plays r.ay be put ua the boards for
both communities to make an -av'. wie valuation of each other’s
language and culture,

Criticisms and suggestions will be gratefully welcomed by me.

* Sivanjali ”, _ C. N. Deva Rajan.
Anaicoddai, Ceylon,
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