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was ceidl @auﬂ?v— been gifted by Muslim
businessi Muslim helpers pointed out
former TwA members in Veeramunai who were
taken for interrogation into Sammanthurai.
These were released later.

Many elderly persgons in Veeramunai
see the present troubles as a continuation
of _what happened on Tamil New Year's day,
15th April 1954 . Veeramuangi had then

——commEnded & xtensive area. Two Tamils

developed & serious q it
of festlve dri « The Muslim maglstrate

Yom Samanthurai, who came to settle the’
guarrel was himself stabbed in the argument”
that ensued. -HUslim mobs from Samanthurai
which Led @ much bigger population attacked

eeramunai and burnt nearly all T#mil houses
causing . Tamils to Tflee.  Following this
incident, —about "75% of "Tamil ‘residential
property was sold to Muslims at very low
prices, Tamils thus displaced, founded
new villages at Malwattai, Veeracholai,
4th ‘and 19th Colonies etc. The area sold
was absorbed into Samanthurai. Veeramunsai

s thus reduced $o 'a Tapil enclave. “IHere
have always been Muslims waiting for a
chance to repeat what happened in 1954
and make Veeramunal non-existent altogether.
The present incident is seen in this ligh*\/

en the LTTE captured police statlons
dng bhe oFast . on thHer 1lth = of . June.. and =
decision was taken to kill the policemen
who surrendered, there appears to have

“tdergble dissent amongst the local
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‘Sammanthurai is from Malay Samman (a boat) and
‘Thurai’ is a ferry or harbour. It is to have become the original
Batticaloa boat-harbour the extreme south of the Lake.”

sTot0. @ FersTdanih - LT Sie pgeOlumt BLpdi@ LT HTERTLD.
g 5y Monograph of the Batticaloa District of the
Eastern Province of Ceylon. 1921 sredev.
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“When Governer Sa decided to carry out the orders
given to him there were whole villages of Muslims in the
Sabradgamuwa Dissawanies and in the Districts of Kalutara,
and Alutgama and in Beruwela. These Muslims went over to
the Sinhalese Kingdom of Kandy where King Senarat gave
them Shelter and settled 4 thousand of them at Sammanture.”

<Tb@eTih. ap~eenver  wra L FPuUF. garg Some
problems of Muslim law in Ceylon eréirp mraded.

“When the Portuguese expelled the Muslims from their
territories they were receieved by Senarat who settled 4
thousand of them in Batticaloa.”

-aribeT T an@t. .. o als’. sar s Margmal
note to the History of Muslim law in Ceylon ererp
Bradlev.
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9_&5\95@ & FHGHT 11 . Sletrasri 9 FHBHIL e L/m’f’wm@m%v
(SDBLTEOSW oL L_GFeTLILIe0) COLDSFHLILIL L ).
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-Seeing Ceylon eréirp mredlsv R.L. BROHIER.
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(g) Yes.
(h) Does not arise
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SITUATION IN SAMMANTURAIL: STATEMENT
BY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
MINISTER OF STATE FOR DEFENCE

o doidyl Dedduln Owen

(earges gésmern BOMT B

(The Hop. Rapjan Wijeratac)

Mr. Spezker, T wish to thank you for the opportur’
given to me 1o meke a statement regarding the p-

.
situation in Sammantuzsi, @

Consequcni to the eruption.of
Sammanturai His Exceliency the Pre’
conference 'at the request of M

«"6‘(‘9

o4

Government Group and dire

Army Commander Gene: @ Anghe
Inspector-General of © & cera and
Military Liaison .dian High

Commission Colr
him on the exa

é‘@ « and report to
aturai,

Havip® @ .ih the Indian Military

Comr g\? (S «ens Committee, the team

6 <as to assess the damage to

o \> .ment of people from their homes.
1 ~ents are:

(1) c?h May 1989 at Veeramuni junction three
Muslim youths were killed by Tamil militants.

(2) On 14th May 1989 onc Ahamed Lebbe
complained to the police that the body of his
missing son, who was abducted 1 /2 months,
ago, was found in a paddy field in Veeramuni.

g2\
\9 69)@

(3) On 14th May i989 the driver and the cleaner of
a tractor hijack=d by two Tamil m*'itants were

killed and their bodies were ered the
following day.
(4) On 17th May 1989 s+ Lt

Block arrived at:t+
that armed T»

@“9 sting and
killing M» @\6 + requested
security C9

scene and was
infor @
L

. of four Muslim
.ever, having searched the

ported

arrived on receiving a
that no abduction had taken
. found that 15 Tamil houses had been

ot that evening five Muslim persons were
.ously injured as a result of shooting by unidentified
_oersons. Two of the injured succumbed to their injuries.

At about 5.30 p.m. the same day some Muslim houses:
had been set on fire.

A curfew was imposed and the situation was brought
under control.

(5) On 18th May 1989 firing had been reported at
around 01.00 a.m. in the Veeramuni area and
some houses were set on fire. The situation was
brougit under control in one hour.

(6) On 19th May 1989 a house was set on fire and
the police sent a water, bowser to the scene.
Police heard firing, and on visiting the scene

;i
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