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Scholarship
M. Thayalan

fGuirsid:

wnpliumesonb: @eRmisD aufsgar ,+94
773788795

oL L &saniy: afl. enipssed Giamnedied
+94 774338878

FHrGaneompene: &. suesonun, +94765554649
sans. Susnphee +94772121508
GIELERITLN LSSHSHTEDE, WIMPULINTSTLD

+ 84 212 225 090
LIsTTLMFsLe0TGOTILIGNT L|SHESH T 6me
+94772244616

ol cmiDGeEe) Bmnelisr, BFsdell §. FTEOILIN, FHLOS
S SILTETE

el Cprasrenysar

Seoiod) SHIGH HENTSET , FHLoH FIH HUMETEN
S Cemesisar  Dr P.@pnenswn

ser Blifaursn sers SusMhee. . annsse
SlBNeNeT, &. &FTEOTTLIT

Gsm_iry gpsaufl:

Sirukathai manjari, 14 Brands Road,
Berkshire SL3 8QP,UK sirukathail@
gmail.com, +447505455811
Sirukathaimanjari 91, Barathi street,
Trincomalee, Srilanka

sirukathail @gmail.com, +94765554649

Srilanka:1 000Rs/Year

Mrs Thanabalasingam, Commercial bank, Trinco
branch, 8370042817

England £20/Year Den/Swiss/Ger: 80Euro/year
Can/USA/Amer: $120

Bank details: M. Natkunathayalan, Barclays, Sort
code 20-37-15, A/C Number 60389307 IBAN

. GB11BUKB 20371560389307 SWIFTBIC
BUKBGB22
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'Scholarship

Suthamathi’s cyes slowly fluttered
open, but instead of feeling refreshed by
the soft moming light filtering in through the
window;, she felt an unexplainable irritation
growing within her. As she lay there, she
noticed her daughter Tharini lying peacefully
beside her, her chest rising and falling with
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cach gentle breath.

Tharini is eleven years
old and preparing to take the
scholarship exam later this
year. Despite feeling love and
pride towards her daughter,
Suthamathi couldn’t shake off
the negative feelings that had
settled over her.

In London, the Eleven Plus
cxam is popular among the
Tamil community. Children
must work very hard to pass
this competitive examination.
Passing this exam is crucial
as it determines whether they
can move from year six to
year seven and get admission
{0 a grammar school. Grammar
schools have many benefits
over comprehensive schools,
including maintaining good
discipline inside and outside the
school. The eleven-plus exam
selects the most intelligent
students for admission to
grammar schools.

Suthamathi’s daughter,
Tharini, will sit this exam in
six months, and her parents
will put extra pressure on her
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to succeed. Mothers, in particular, feel more pressure than children during
this time.

In London, mothers tend to be more competitive with each other than
their children. For Tamil parents, seeing their children become doctors is a
decply ingrained dream and tradition. They believe that if their children attend
grammar school, their chances of becoming doctors increase significantly.
However, this belief is not necessarily true. Suthamathy, like many other Tamil
mothers, had this same dream for her daughter Tharini since she was born.

Tharini was sound asleep when Suthamathy let out a deep sigh while
looking at her, lost in thought. Her husband noticed her melancholy expression
and asked, “Why are you sighing while looking at her?” Suthamathy replied,
“Nothing. I'm just thinking about Tharini’s future. She needs to pass her
exams to become a doctor.” Her husband tried to console her, “No, Sutha,
she’s still a young girl. Putting too much pressure on her is not good.”

However, Suthamathy was firm in her beliefs. She retorted, “Do not talk
like that. Tharini is a poor girl, and we must put more pressure on her. At
such a young age, she must focus on her studies and not waste time on play
and enjoyment. I won’t even let her watch TV.”

She cannot play any computer games. After she comes home from school,
Suthamathi will give her a practice paper. Tharini never concentrates on the
work provided by her mum. She will do the practice paper because of Mum.
In the end, she makes lots of mistakes. Then suthamathi will shout at her.

As Tharini received lower marks on her practice paper, Suthamathi, one
of her acquaintances, compared her to Kanaha’s daughter, who had scored
an impressive 94% on every practice paper. The comparison left Tharini
feeling upset and helpless. Suthamathi began shouting all day, making it a
difficult and unpleasant experience for everyone around her. The poor girl
could not help but cry loudly in response to her unfair treatment. Kanaha,
who was also present, witnessed the ordeal and felt sympathetic towards
Tharini’s distressing situation.

Suthamathi and Kanaha compete with each other, but they never show it
face-to-face. Behind the scenes, both of them are like angry animals. Once,
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Kanaha mentioned that her daughter does four to five papers daily, so she
only makes two to three mistakes at most. This news disturbed Suthamathi’s
mind. Today, Tharini made several mistakes, which made Suthamathi very
angry. She threw all the books and said to Tharini, “You can do whatever
you want. I am tired, and you will not get food.”

Tharini trembled in fear as she sat huddled in the corner, tears streaming
down her face. The overwhelming pressure had taken its toll, and she felt
helpless. When her father, Ananthan, returned from work, she ran towards
him and clung to him tightly, sobbing uncontrollably. Her voice rose above
the din of her cries as she sought refuge in her father’s embrace. However,
Ananthan was not pleased with her behaviour. His face contorted angrily
as he reprimanded her, “What is wrong with you? How often do I need to
tell you that she is just a little girl and doesn’t need to endure this kind of
stress? You never listen.”

He shouted at Suthamathi. Suthamathi is a lady who never listens to
anybody.

“I can’t believe you’re talking like that. Am I just shouting at her for
nothing? She never listens to me anyway. Even if she passes the exam, it
won’t benefit me in any way.”

“If she understands, she’ll do it correctly. But how can she study without
any tuition? We should consider sending her to tuition classes.”

“That Kanaha lady is being so unhelpful. She refuses to tell us where her
daughter goes for tuition.”

Ananthan is concerned about his wife’s attitude towards their daughter’s
education. He asks his daughter, “Why did you make a mistake, Tharini?”

“] don’t understand, dad. Someone needs to explain it to me,” Tharini
replies.

This response makes Ananthan cry, and seeing him cry, Sutha also begins
to cry. Tharini tells her mother, “Mummy, please don’t cry. I won’t make
any more mistakes.”

“Sutha, why can’t we send Tharini to a tuition class?”

“I know we should, but we must find the right place.”
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“I’ve asked Kanaha many times, but she hasn’t told us anything. [ don’t
know why.”

“Why are you waiting for her? Let’s find a place ourselves.”

“I think she’s sending her daughter to an English tuition centre. I've
already contacted them, but they don’t have any space. They’ve put Tharini
on the waiting list.”

“Sutha, I don’t think you’re doing the right thing. There’s a tuition centre
nearby with low fees. I've heard they teach well; many students passed last
year.”

“OK, let me phone my friend Sunthari.”

Sutha phones Sundari, who suggests they send Tharini closer to them to
the tuition centre, saying her eldest son studied there and did well.

“What did she say?”
“She said the same thing. Her son also went there and passed.”

“No. We will wait two days because they said Tharini would get a place
in two days.”

“That place is too far from us and is very expensive. My salary is not
enough to send her there.”

“Are you mad? Do you want to spoil your child’s future because of money?
Every father in London does two to three jobs for their wife and children.
You are saying this. Kanaha’s husband is working in three places.”

“You have competition with Kanaha. You aim to win Kanaha, not our
daughter’s future. So do whatever you want; I don’t care.” He shouted and
went to sleep with his daughter.

The next day, in front of the primary school, a mother’s meeting was going
on as usual. Sundari asked Sutha, “Sutha, have you decided?”

“Not yet. Still, I am thinking.”
“Sutha, my son got the highest in this borough studying from there.”

“Sundari, they said the syllabus changed now. English people only know
correctly.”
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“Sundari tried her maximum. Suthamathi did not accept anything. So
Sundari gives up.
“Sundari, Do you know where the Kanaha sent her daughter?”

“You know about Kanaha. She never tells anyone about her matters, and
she won’t ask others about their matters, either.”

“OK, thank you, Sundari. See you later.” Suthamathi came home with
Tharini. Tharini asked,

“Mum, can you explain these questions to me.”

“I also don’t know Tharini. You try your best. This week, I will join you
at a tuition centre.”

Suthamathi phoned the tuition centre. She got good news and was
pleased. So Tharini got a place there. Immediately, she phoned her husband
about this and asked him to come with 2000 pounds as the first payment.”
Ananthan could not say anything. He does not know where to get moncy.
Suthamathi was happy because she found a place where Kanaha’s daughter
goes. Ananthan made so many calls to find the money. Finally, he got the
money and came home carly from work. That afternoon, both of them went
there with Tharini, paid the money, and secured the place. When they returned,
they drove in front of the Tamil people’s tuition centre.

At that time, Kanaha was coming out of that centre with their daughter.
Suthamathi was shocked. Ananthan also saw that scene. He looked at her
like a tiny insect. Suthamathi put her head down and worried about losing
the battle with Kanaha.

We’re on the lookout for captivating short stories in
English! Do you have a tale that’s been itching to
escape the confines of your imagination? We’d love to
read it. Share your stories with us and let’s explore the
wonders of storytelling together.
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LUXMI EDUCATION CENTRE

WHAT WE
-’OFFER

KSI, KS2, KS3, KS4
AND KS5
Maths,English, Science
Physics, Chemistry, Biology

Mechanics, Statistics
101A Blyth Road, Hayes, UB31DB
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