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 D  OF  Tit  WORLn

 ma  of  our  readers  seem  to  be  disturbed  u

 if  we  or  others  thought  the  end  ofthe  wogld

 near  at  hand,  An  astronomer  is  said  to  have

 predicted  that  the  end  will  some  on  a  certain

 date  by  collision  with  a  comet,  The  man  who

 would  so  predict  cannot  be  much  of  an  astro

 nomer.  Á  comet  is  composed  of  a  group  of

 meteorites  of  sufficient  size  and  density  tore-
 flect  sunlight,  and  even  to  beoome  heated  as  it

 the  sun,  The  earth  occasionally

 groups  of  less  density  without
 etfects,  On  one  occasinn  a  comet

 l  so  near  one  of  Jupiter's  moons  as  to  be
 turned  out  of  its  course,  bot  the  moon  was  not

 in  the  least  affected,  So  we  be  sure  that

 evan  if  the  largest  comet  shoald  strike  the  earth

 there  would  beno  very  serious  result.  But  we
 muy  also  be  sure  that  no  omet  would

 ev  strike  the  earth,  Ifone  came  near  enough

 to  the  earth  to  be  attracted,  it  wonld  Legin  mov-

 ing  towards  But  the  earth  is  all  the  time

 moving  at  the  rate  of  about  20  miles  a  second,
 and  hefore  the  comet  reached  tliat  place  the

 earth  would  be  many  miles  distant.  So  we  may

 dismiss  the  comet  theory.
 Yet  the  Bibla  tells  us  that  the  world  is  to  bé

 flestroyed  by  fire,  and  sciences  confirms  this.  The
 interior  of  the  earth  is  in  ahighly  heated  state.

 This  heat  is  very  slowly  radiating  into  space,
 and  of  course  the  cooling  portion  is  becoming

 less  expanded.  ‘The  crust  of  the  earth  from
 timë  to  time  adjusts  itself  to  the  inking  in-
 terior  by  contractions  which  canse  more  ot  less

 of  an  earthquake,  As  tlhe  proce  on  the
 erust  gets  thicker  and  firmer  and  less  frequent-

 iy  shaken,  and  the  time  diay  be  expected
 come  when  there  will  be  a  great  breaki

 the  crust,  with  eruption  of  lava  on  all  sic
 the  sea  turned  into  steam,  and  ever)

 thing  onthe  earth  destroyed.  8

 tr

 serios

 IAY

 large

 us»

 ier

 nob  say  when  this  is  to  be,  Jut  it  makes  it
 probable  that  it  will  be  many  thousand  years

 a,  We  tuil  to  find  in  the  Bible  ahy  detinite
 time  fixed  for  this  event.  Bnb  thefts  are  sav-

 eral  indications  that  go  to  show  thatit  will  be

 a  long  time  henee.
 The  carth  has  been  many  million  years  pre-

 paring  for  man,  and  itis  not  likely  that  man
 will  live  init  only  a  few  thousand  years,  But

 some  may  say  that  man  can  live  here  after  that

 eatastrophe,  That  ble,  but  it  would  take
 thousands  of  years  to  recover  frm  such  a  disaster,

 Mori  the  earth  is  not  yet  fully  populated,  and

 if  we  may  judge  by  the  evidenca  of  life  only  a

 is  po
 l

 small  proportion  of  the  adults  among  man  lave
 been  saved,  and  if  they  were  cut  off  now  we

 would  he  lik  to  think  that  the  wholé  seheme
 had  been  a  failure,  Bub  the  Bible  teavles  us

 that  t  earth  is  to  be  filled  with  tha  glory
 of  God,  and  t  all  nátions  will  serye  Him

 ume  say  that  the  Christ  is  to
 t  the  we  We  re:  Bibla  that

 irist  is  coinin;  ain  to  judge  the  world,  but

 He  commanded  His  disciples  to  makeali  nations
 dise  promised  them  success  in  the
 effort  pturë  says  ib  is  by  “thø,foolíshness
 of  presching,”  that  nien  are  to  be  saved,  It

 šeemsļto  tench  plainly  that  the  millennium  is  to
 eme  H  isible  advent,  and.  not  niany
 will  at  the  thousand  years  period  hasal-
 re  od.  The  number  is  evidently
 B  ind  therefore  not  necessarily  to  be

 taken  literally,  so  that  itimay  indicate  many
 thousands,  Some  confound  the  resurrection  of

 the  martyrs,  which  is  to  take  place  at  the  begin-
 ning  of  the  millennium,  with  resurrection  of
 belie  in  peneral  whieh  cor  after  it  with

 Christ's  visible  adveht,  1f  the  ei  by
 are  we  told  to  watch  for  Christ's  coming?  Be-

 cause  the  expression  hi  veral  meanings,  ant
 tor  each  believer  the  er  I  this  life  is  the  end  o

 Christ,  and  he
 It

 r8agol

 the  world  and  the

 hould  watel

 been  absurd  ta  tell  per

 oming  «  1
 re  ready.  would  have

 2000  y:

 o  as  tu

 vateh

 for  what  was  nob  to  take  ce  for  so  many  cen
 tur  One  of  the  comings  was  at  the  destruc

 tion  of  Jerusalem,  which  was  the  beginning  of

 judgment  upon  tbe  enemies  of  the  ehureh,  and
 was  also  a  type  of  the  visible  coming  to  ta

 place  witli  the  end  of  the  world,  Many  pers
 try  to  find  A  date  hy  plying  some  of  the  vari-

 ous  numbers  used  in  the  prophecies.  But  we
 €e  no  reason  for  applying  any  of  them  to  this
 event,  Many  huve  tixed  on  suelh  dates  and  been

 proved  wrong  hy  the  event's  nob  uceurring,  and

 these  new  prophets  do  not  seem  to  have  any
 better  reasons  for  theft  dates,  Deth  is  sure
 (  to  all  of  us  hefare  m  deeades,  and  if

 1t  15  lie  comin  Ulirist  to  e  ns  tw  Himself,

 STAR:

 At  any  rate  we 3t

 need  to  wat  h  and  be  read)

 THE  JAPFNA  CoLLEGE  DIRECTORS,

 The  annual  meeting  of  the  Directors  of  this  College  was

 held  on  (lra  23rd  evening  in  the  office  room  of  Dr.  Howland,

 the.  Principal,  All  the  fifteen  directors  werein  atten
 dunce  viz:—W.O,Twynam  Esq  t..  6.,  T.  M,  Tampos  Esq
 aoting  District  Judge,  C.  W.  Catheravalupillai  Esq.  Magis
 trate,  Revyds:  Pickford  and  Champion  of  the  Chareh  M  ia

 sion,  HRevds,  Smith,  Hastivgs,  Hun!  and  Rice  of  the
 American  Missin,  Messrs.  Chnangarapillai  and  ffer
 man,  Froctors,  Drs.  Paul  and  Stroup  and  Mr.  Cooke  of
 tho  Batticotta  High  Schvol.  Several  questions  in  con
 nection  with  the  College  wero  discussed  and  amongst
 other  decisione  Mr  Carpenter,  Proctor,  was  elected  a
 member  of  the  Board  to  represent  tle  former  students  of

 the  College

 The  fullowing  are  a  few  extracts  fror

 sented  to  the  Directors,  “Phe  year  has
 worthy  of  note  for  four  things  especially

 the  Repor

 Kunay

 tha  number

 of  students,  the  iret  B,  A.  class,  the  making  of  Jaffnsa

 cantre  for  B.  A.  examinations,  and  the  completion  of  the

 chart  Thete  e  more  than  120  candidates  for  adtmie-
 eion  when  the  year  opened,  and  abont  70  were  admitted,

 tlen  or  later,  which  brought  the  number  of  students  up  to

 176.  During  the  year  there  have  been  in  all  188  students

 connected  with  the  College  In  anticipation  of  the  increas

 ed  uumber  a  naw  dormitory  room  was  built  at  a  eost  of

 over  Rs,  600,  Also  the  south  npstair  room  was  made
 ready  fo!  oceupant  as  also  found  difficult  to  gét  o
 with  the  kitelien  accommodation,  and  so  a  new  kitchen  ant

 storeroom  were  build  at  a  cost  of  Rs.  56  Thus  besides
 the  40  ør  so  vegetarians  the  students  are  divided  itto  two

 divisions  served  by  three  couks  in  each  of  the  two  kitehens,

 A  considerabla  amount  df  new  furniture  was  required  in

 the  way  of  beds,  tables,  desks  ete.  The  health  of  the  stn

 donts  has  been  fairly  good  during  the  year,  thuagh  two  of

 the  Eutrance  class  had  a  long  sickness  and  barely  recover-

 ed  in  time  for  tho  examination,  The  nuoaber  of  the  etu-

 danta  was  somewhat  diminished  by  the  Test  examination
 at  the  end  ot  Nuvember,  as  only  48  were  admitted  to  ap-

 pesr  at  lhe  Entrance  examination  ont  of  A  clase  pf  30,
 some  of  whom  lwever  had  befure  drupped  out,  for  yvan

 Uns  reAsonk,

 The  Univarsity  Entrance  mination  t
 week  and  seomed  á  fair  one,  though  rather  stiffer  tlan
 most  expected.

 Of  nur  class  of  23  Senior  F.A.  students,  two  were  nol

 able  ta  appear  because  vf  not  haying  made  the  requisite
 number  of  attendances  :h  one  subjeot  each.  The  other  21

 have  begun  their  examination  to  be  completed  on  Tuesday

 next:  Tlie  first  A.  candidates  to  bé  examined  in  Jaffna
 are  our  two  teachers  Bartlett  and  Abraham  whose  examin.

 ation  also  finishes  on  Tuesday,  It  is  tainly  a  boon  to
 them  that  Jaffna  has  been  made  a  centre  forthe  B.A.
 examination  though  we  hatnot  much  hope  of  success  when

 swe  upplled,  as  the  University  is  very  careful  about  multi.

 plying  such  centres,  lere  were  but  en  in  all  and  in
 tho  Mudras  University  tliey  allow  but  ona.  Eurly  in  the

 yar  a  Junior  B.  A,  class  was  forufed  of  six  of  the  eight

 who  paesed  the  I".  A.  examination,  one  of  the  others  having

 gona  to  Calcutta  to  study  and  one  having.  entered  the  law

 school  in  Colombo,  The  six  prosecuted  their  studies  with

 interest  and  made  good  progress.  Thay  being  our  first
 B.A.  elass  we  granted  them  more  privileges  than  wuld
 ordinarily  be  considered  wise.  In  addition  fo  three  reqiir-

 ed  subjects  two  other  optionals  were  taken  up  making  fiva

 subjects,  e,  English  Literature,  Philosopliy,  Mathematics,
 Physles  and  Chemistry  and  Latin,  and  honors  were  also

 k  place  last

 se

 undertaken  in  four  of  these  subjects.  There  was  every
 prospect  of  all  suceeeding  in  their  undërtakings  when  word cane  Fuur  of that  the  Principal  mnst  take  a  furlough,

 thé  class  having  taken  1  tra  subjects  and  finding  tlut
 they  could  not  get  as  much  instruction  the  next  year  mudo

 arrangaments  to  etudy  in  Calcutta  and  took  transfer
 certiticates.  Tho  other  two  are  also  taking  honors,  bot
 thuy  are  able  to  go  in  as  teachers  they  laving  taught
 through  the  year,  and  thoir  meansalso  do  not  allow  of
 their  going  to  Calcutta  js  not  known  whether  flis
 wlll  bo  any  to  form  a  new  Junior  B.  A.  class,  but  if  thera

 arb,  artangenrente  can  be  made  for  their  sufficient  ir

 tLUONION

 ‘lhe  subject  of  a  charter  for  the  College  wns  taken
 up  wore  than  seven  yéars  ngo,  If  hasbeen  a  long  and
 tedious  process  to  tho  constirution  warded  so  as  to
 satisfy  the  lawyers,  Attortey  Ce  ,  Director  of  Publie
 Instruction,  and  others,  but  it  fir  y  renthed  the  Leg

 lative  Counéil  and  passei  as  Urdinance  No,  7  of  94 Ño,  7

 Wa  havu  hitherto  got  on  well  without  a  charter,  bnt  i

 no  doubt  wall  to  have  a  le  stunding  which  i
 been  secured

 After  ıs  decided  that  the  Principal  must  leave,  the
 Executıyə  Committee  agreed  to  invite  Pastor  W,  Jusepl

 to  colme  Collega  ns  a  Teacher  especially  to  take  t
 Bible  lesauns  that  have  been  taught  by  the  Principal  a

 Mrs,  Howland  and  to  give  more  tima  to  personal  a
 religious  worl  among  the  studante,

 The  question  as  toiwhether  it  was  wise  to  secura  afi

 as  wodid,  of  course  always  comes  up,  and  eann  »
 ceive  a  positive  answer.  From  an  edtteational  point  of  view

 we  should  answer  most  decidedly  in  the  affirmative

 During  tha  p  year  83  students  ha  not  been  aided,
 and  90have  baen  helped  with  College  maney  on  the  average

 f  Hts.  37  apiece,  which  is  less  than  lalf  of  their  expenses

 So  that  on  the  whole  not  more  than  otie  fourth  vf  the

 wliole  has  beon  given  as  nid.  Maroover  the  rale  has  been

 made  that  non-Christians  shall  not  receive  even  wher
 noedy  more  than  Rs,  5  per  term  thu  first  ye

 AnonneAcos  FARRAR  ON  TRMMKRANOK

 A  speciul  meeting  was  held  at  Devonshire  House,
 lippsgate  Without,  lust  avenin  n  onnneation  with
 vectntly  inangurated  pledge-siguing  crusade.  Mr,  W,

 Wlite,  of  Birminghur,  presided.  Archdeacon  Farrar,
 wllressing  the  mesti  hut  he  did  not  contend  that
 it  was  iu  itself  uul  intöxieating  drink,  far
 lhe  held,  with  l'homa  a8,  the  gr  t  of  all
 Mediaeval  thinkers,  that  Whi  not  unla  u  itsel
 it  might  become  to  varius  cireumstatices  ahd

 |  His  reason  for  being  a  total  abetan
 tho  emal  deygroo,  t  ey  tu  aseeticista

 He  belioved  that  exirame  asceticism  geratod
 seli-donal  did  u  grèat  deal  of  avil  tø  Christian  history,
 and  he  had  wo  sympathy  with  it.  St.  Luke  distinct
 said  that  the  characteristics  of  the  early  Christians  wers

 that  they  did  eat  their  food  with  gladness  and  singleness

 of  leart.  aud  joy  as  well  as  love  and  penco  character
 ized  them  ina  world  fhat  wassad  because  it  was  wiek
 ed.  He  helieved  that  joy  was  one  of  the  things  which
 they  as  Christiats,  onglt  to  cultivate  in  every  innoceni
 direction;  but  he  had  felt  yery  strong

 years  that  ho  bad  been  an  al

 not  dependent  upon  a  chemical  production.  Hle  was

 not  at  all  influenced  by  bigotry  or  fanaticism.  Bisi  |
 Lightfoot  eaid  that  af  any  time  he  was  told  tliat  hte
 health  wonld  be  benefited  by  taking  a  certa'r

 orm  vë  alcohol,  he  k

 during  the  twanty

 fat  lis  happine
 (ai

 Wai

 mod:

 certainly  do  so;  and  when

 mee  or  twice  he  (the  speaker)  had  found  himeeif  in
 laces  abroad  where  the  wuter  unhealtħy  an

 us  to  drink,  he  bad  nat  hesitat  )  take  the  zin

 vhich  contained  hardly  any  ol  atall.  Hi
 four  total  abstinence  were  that  alcohol  hað  been  pro

 beyond  doubt  to  ba  absolutely  needless  far  health,  and
 W  rejudicial  rather  than  beneficial  in  extremes  of  climate

 while,  un  the  other  hand,  there  was  overwhelming  medical

 testimany  as  to  ħeing  a  fr  1Î  source  of  disease.  They
 knw  what  a  curse  drink  to  mèn  and  women,  anid

 unhappy  ohi still  more  to  th  ren  wloso  parents  gave
 way  to  il,  saud  yet  Chfistians  :  absolutely  callous  to
 etines  innumerable  caused  by  it  would  disgrace  D:

 nd  Ashanti,  and  those  who  were  trying  by  ex

 d  no  better

 utkstank,

 anple  and  effari  to  destroy  this  horror  recei

 tame  than  faddists,  Heasked,  with  Ger

 wis  it  faddiato  ta  loathe  murder,  acd  to  feel  indignant
 absthe  disgrace  and  ruin  of  one's  epuntry?  Tf  that  were

 u,  he  thanked  God  that  he  was  a  faddist,  and  to  those

 who  tried  to  cast  ridicule  and  contempt  gA  their  endeav

 he  would  zay,  na  Ghizot  said  whan  hM  enemies  thronged

 rötind  the  tribune  to  denounce  him  at  the  tima  of  ji
 fall,  “motnh  gentlemen,  motal;  sou  will  never  monn
 to  thu  height  of  disdain,  London  Standard,

 HERE  AND  THERE.

 On  te  averagr  molis  letters  n  day  came  to
 the  Queen  of  En  10  reads  i  I  herself.

 Pha  yueen  of  Holland  is  only  fourteen  years  elil
 Sometime  ago  she  kuocked  at  the  dovr  af  the  raon  of  ler

 mother,  the  queen  regent  Wio  is  there!  asked  hé
 regent,  “Itis  tle  Queen  of  Hulland'  ie  the  impetu-

 s  reply,  “Then  you  must  not  enter,”  eaid  her  mother,

 When  tha  Delhio  Oracle  of  Greece  was  questione
 to  the  best  subject  oÉ  sindy  for  man,  ile

 ply  was  giver  “Know  thyself”

 It  was  Jean  Paul  Richier  who  snid  thee
 have  made  myself  all  that  eonld  be  made  of

 andthe  more  goe  thinks  vf  thosa  worde,  the

 seem  to  mean,

 more  they

 Did  you  eyer  h  hat  there  was  u  convention  onee
 held  among  the  lergs  in  the  Arctia?  It  seems  that
 tha  snm  itar  wacaming  on  nnd  the  ın  was  getting  hat.
 ter.  and  there  was  danger  that  t  whu!e  icefeld  would
 break  up  and  How  ar  só  the  tallest  and  coldest  and
 the  broadest  ofall  the  iceber  the  very  k
 Arctics,  stuod  at  tle  head  oft  vention  an
 gavel  of  ice  smote  on  tahle  of  ice  calins  te
 tior  to  order.  But  the  sun  ke  zroWing  ib
 heat,  and  the  Santh  wind  bl  And
 all  the  ivefiald  begar  ind  up  icebergsagainst  ite
 berg  and  to  flow  awa  The  first  résolution  passed  by
 theeanventinn  was:  “Resulved  that  wo  abolish  the  d

 But  the  sun  would  n  be  abolished,  “T  heak  nÉ
 the  sun  grew  greater  and  and  greurer  until
 after  a  while  the  véry  king  ioghergs  bezgan  tn  per
 spire  under  the  glow,  and  tho  smaller  iev  fell  mver
 and  tho  ery  wa  Too  mv  excitement  t  orderfonden!
 Then  the  whole  bady,  the  d  uf  ice,  began  tn
 flow  ont,  and  a  thonsand  voice  n  to  ask  iere

 are  we  floating  to  When  will  all  break  to  pieces"  By
 this  time  the  i  ergs  had  reached  Ihe  Gulf  stream,  and
 they  were  molten  into  the  bo  if  the  Arlantie  Ocean
 The  warun  is  tho  eternal  Spi  Tlie  jrebergs  are  fii
 gid  Chrisftans.  The  warns  Gulf  Stream  is  a  great  revival

 Tha  Ocean  into  which  everything  »  wlis  the  at
 wide  heart  of  lfe  pardonin  I  sympathizing  God

 Forson  News

 PeLearapnin.  In  the  II  Common  the  adiress  i
 raplf  to  the  spdech  from  the  Tlrono  was  passed  afier  th

 lisenssion  of  same  opposition  amendments:  Mr,  Chamh

 lains  amendment  demanding  ths  immediate  submissian
 J£  a  resolution  dealing  with  the  House  of  Lords  wne

 jected  by  a  majority  of  only  fourtear

 twenty  millions  o!

 wus  advocated  but  not  carried

 T'ha  spentir

 a  Government  scheme  of  light  railw:

 Very  severa  wenther  hus  heon  periemoed  in  England
 and  Scotland  and  parts  of  Burupe

 The  surrender  of  Weiha  i  ampl  The  Japa
 iéa  torpedo  fintilla  has  destroyed  most  of  the  Uline
 warships.  The  Chinese  1  sailors  havo  bi
 liberated,  hut  the  ufficers  bea  deperted  before  beits  ru

 leased.  The  Chin  attacked  H  1  Manelın  ut
 were  repelled  with  heavy  lo  as  has  now  asked

 |  „Japan  to  send  envoys  to  Port  Art  a  weet  the  vicer
 |  “Lei  Hung  Chang  for  the  disonssiou  af  paice  praposal

 OornLtEny  Exruosm  FRAN  By  an  expl
 firedamp  in  a  colliery  at  Montee  nines  fifty
 were  killed  and  many  others  ho

 TREACHEROUS  KAMEIRS  t  r
 cover  of  a  flag  of  truce,  attacked  a  foreo  of  Portuguese  ir

 the  viċinity  of  Delagoa  Bay  itheas!  riéa,  And  )
 ed  seventy  of  them

 Mair,  Contraors.  Ehe  Brit  propose
 extend  the  mail  contrac  VO  Yyoar  P'he  P.  and
 Orient  companies  state  that  t  ra  nnt  posed  to  e
 ply  with  the  d  r  I  al  rence  at  H
 that  they  shall  dismiss  |  from  shiy  rl  are

 ing  from  Feb  le  tl  are  ott  ir
 contraeis  and  tc  a  allir  yf  their  shiy
 Calomho,  but  they  declina  té  tliet  o  án  ún
 hanced  spoved

 P  l  ie  Pi  f  Ashnry
 Publish  f  n  Mission
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