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Describing her first day back in school after a long absence, a teacher said

"It was like trying to soak 35 corks under water at the same time".
-Mark Tawin.
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Today, education must do something more than teaching and it must inspire
indiviual to make a difference.

-William &.Donaldson
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Child Abuse

A. Abdul Jabbar
Teacher of English

Children are the most valuable creatures in the world. They are the indispensable asset of
human beings. This concept consciously explains us the utmost value of this precious asset.
Since improper realization of this perspective has been increasingly growing in Sri Lanka and
all over the world in recent times, it tends to create a notion that leads to child abuse which
is in other words equivalent to the deterioration of the whole universe.

Child abuse has many forms such as physical, sexual, educational and emotional. Physical abuse
is a corporal punishment which ranges from minor bruises o severe fractures or death. Punch-
ing, beating, kicking, biting, shaking, throwing, stabbing, choking, hitting with the fist, hand,
stick or any other object, burning or otherwise harming a child would amount to the category
of physical abuse. Such bodily injuries are often considered to be a serious one regardless of
whether the caretaker or any other person intended to hurt the child or not.

Sexual abuse comprises of activities of parents, caretakers or any other person as
involvement in the form of fondling a child's genitals, incest penetration, rape, sadomy, homo-
sexuality, indecent exposure and exploitation through prostitution or showing of porno-
graphic materials to the child. This abuse creates the total deterioration of a child's moral
and cultural values in general making a child's life darker at the moment and in the course of
revolving sun.

According to scholars, education is considered to be the engine of human life through which
mankind acquires knowledge to fulfill their life requirements. Education thus must be
provided to children in particular from their childhood. Refusal of education to a child at an
early age, especially below 14 years of age in Srilanka adds up to educational abuse. It
becomes a punishable offence in the country with the amendments of compulsory educahon
of new legislation of Sri Lanka.

The other abuse in which a child is dragged is emotional. Emotional abuse is a pattern of
behaviour that impairs a child's emotional development or motivation of sense. This may in-
clude constant criticisms, threats or rejection of love, support or guidance. Emotional abuse
is often difficult to prove and thus the CPA (Child Protection Agency of SriLanka) may not be
able to intervene without evidence of harm to the child. Emotional abuse is almost always
present together with other forms of abuses identified as physical, sexual and educational.

Above all, children are employed as child labour in many parts of Sri Lanka and around the
world. Because of child labour has become an international issue, a large number of local and
international organizations have been making serious measures to protect the child in each
and every corner of the world.

In the context of SrilLanka, the rate of child abuse has tremendously increased for the last
two decades. Therefore, proper low and order is very essential to eliminate this intolerable
situation. Introduction of inflexible penalty methods in the system, inclusion of child abuse
discipline in general education, extension of knowledge with regards to child abuse,
establishment of child protection team in every nook and corner, conducting awareness
programmes for parents, relatives and adults, implementation of long term projects for
cognitive behavioural change through counselling and other measures may help us to prevent
this maltreatment. Otherwise, it is very difficult to see a healthy society and environment
in relation to child in future SriLanka and thus child abuse cannoT be rooted out in our mother
land for' ever.
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Primary Education

M.I Mahir BB.A, (Hons)

The primary Education is expected that the school should not only bring about

personal development but it should also contribute to social development. It gives
him cultural heritage on the young one and helps to build up life patterns
according to the prevailing social values, norms and traditions.

The formal school has been demarcated into three levels namely:
01. The primary.  02. Secondary and Tertiary.

The primary level is the first stage of formal Education in a child's life. The
duration of this period varies from country to country generally. It could be
described as period running from5-6 to 10 - 11years.

Two distinct factors should be kept in mind regarding primary education. First, the
formative years of a child’s school life are spent in primary section of the Primary
education has been made compulsory. Almost in every country for the secondary
education.

Research evidence prooves that this period is a critical for all education that
followed if the child is unsuccessful in learning during this period. Further he is
likely to be unsuccessful in later learning too.

There are seven objectives in primary education.

01. Learning to learn

02. Communication.

03. Values of society.

04. Personality.

05. Participation in a variety of activity.
06. Health and hygiene.

07. Preparation for later learning.

The economics contest of education is not encouraging as poverty level increases.
Therefore child labour becomes for able for household survival. As a result the
primary education in not provided for children in a proper way.

Sri Lankan primary Education has been facilitated by the free education field and
it is within the reach of even poorest of the poor through free school book free
uniform material, etc.

It has been made available to all school children, yet the parents of the disadvan-
tage child find the schooling of the child as an expensive items mainly due to the
low social - economics condition and their negative attitude fowards education,
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Growth of Aids in Sri Lanka

A.Abdul Jabbar
Teacher of English

AIDS which stands for Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome is a fatal disease caused
by HIV virus (Human Immuno-Deficiency Virus). This incurable disease was identified
for the first time in the world in America in 1981 when the doctors examined some young-
sters who had been admitted in the Los Angel Town Hospital for treatment. According
to the research of April 1998, it was estimated that more than 33 million people were
affected by the particular virus all over the world. As per medical reports, the only
solution to this problem is to avoid root causes of the infection of this virus through
education and awareness programmes. '

Although the AIDS was identified in Sri Lanka in 1986, the first Sri Lankan infected
with HIV was reported in 1987. The cumulative number of HIV infections reported
from 1987 to end 2002 was 455. Of these, 139 persons were diagnosed as having AIDS
and 108 were already deceased. In addition, 42 foreigners were also reported as HIV
positive during this period. According to UNAIDS estimation, 4800 persons were
living with HIV/AIDS by the end 2001. Under-diagnosis, under-reporting and delays in
reporting probably account for the difference between the reported number and the
estimated number. However, the reported data indicate an increasing trend in HIV
infection. Thus Sri Lanka remains a low prevalence but high-risk country for HIV infec-
tion.

In Sri Lanka, the National STD/AIDS Control Programme (NSACP) is responsibie for
the implementation and coordination at central and regional level in terms of activities
related to prevention and control of sexually transmitted disease (STDs) or AIDS. Since
the first indigenously transmitted HIV infection was reported to the NSACP in 1989,
several measures have been taken so as to control the spreading of HIV in the country
by adopting some major strategies such as early case detection and management, part-
ner notification, contact tracing, health education, counselling, condom promotion, s
urveillance and dissemination of information to the general public. One of the best
examples for it was the function of 20 full time STD clinics and 14 branch clinics cover-
ing the whole island during the year 2002.

The STD clinic system implemented in the country in 2002 provided much benefit for the
overall success of identifying the HIV victims or others affected by Sexually Transmit-
ted Infections (STIs). According to records, a total of 13,277 new persons were regis-
tered in the STD clinics during this year from seven provinces, namely Western, Central,
Southern, Sabaragamuwa, Uva, North Central and Northern. Of these, 6,550 (49%)
were diagnosed as having one or more sexually transmitted infections including six male
and two female HIV positive cases.
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In addition, a few private medical institutes in Colombo forwarded data on HIV tests
carried out by their laboratories to the NSACP. A total of 2, 62, 870 HIV antibody
tests were done by the NSACP, National Blood Transfusion Services (NBTS) and some
laboratories in the private sector respectively and the reported HIV seropositivity
_ rate was 0.19 percent during 2002. Therefore, the NSACP intended the necessity of
making general public awareness and implemented several HIV sentinel surveillance
programmes in order to make the people understand the causes of this disease. As a
result, an unprecedented improvement in the knowledge of HIV/AIDS could be seen
in the country. : '

However, as responsible teachers, it is our duty fo cultivate the habit of ensuring the
preventive measures that could protect our student populations from the devastation _
of HIV dissemination through proper education and awareness programmes. Absten-
tion from sexual relationship until marriage or restricting sexual relations to one part-
ner only after marriage, knowing the root causes that generate the HIV infection, avoiding
the use of unsterilised needles or blades to puncture the skin, evading the transition of
infected blood to our body, etc., may help us to safeguard from the infection of this
lethal disease. Therefore, the growth of AIDS can only be restricted in SriLanka if
the behaviour of individuals changed positively. : :
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A good teacher discovers the natural gift of his pupils and
liberates them by stimulating influnce of the inspiration
that he can impart. The true leader makes his followers
twice the men they were before

-Stephen Neill.
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T have always felt you capture the moment with kids. If
you feel called to teaching, it's one of the greatest calls
you'll ever have

-Tho.
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How I can contribute to peace and harmony

As Srilanka is a multicultural cbufn‘ry, it is possible to arise a great deal of
diverse contradictions among communities or ethnic groups. These contradictions
and racial discordance may increase step by step in the course of time and cause splits
and divisions among different ethnicities as happened during the last two decades in the
country. This is because of our misunderstanding in doctrines of other religions and the
people following such system of beliefs. Although there were some other factors that
contributed to this situation, this was the maximum reason that led our country to a 25-
year-war prevalence. It is therefore vitally important to weed out false notions and
prejudices on norms and values practiced by each and every ethnic group through mak-
ing incessant awareness and mutual exchanging of views to build up societal ties and
relationship. Here communication plays a tajor role in inculcating these norms and
values in minds of people from distinct races to restore everlasting peace and harmony
in the country.

Since English is a common language spoken by various people in Sri Lanka, it can be used
as one of the best media that links dissimilar communities. Through this magic medium
we can freely talk about the significance of peace and harmony to social, cultural and
economic development of the nation. We should disseminate this message to all stu-
dents, the younger generation in schools as they are our future leaders and administra-
tors. We can also use mass media for this peace restoring campaign. Writing articles in
simple prose to newspapers or performing TV and radio programmes on peace
related subjects may streamline the target.

There is a common opinion that students are as if like raw materials which can be carved
as required to produce up-to-date designs. As an Advanced Level student studying at
Sennel Zahira College, I can immensely contribute to peace and harmony of our
mother Lanka by telling the fellow students both the importance of gaining the knowl-
edge of norms and values of other religious creeds with tolerance and understanding
~ and the significance of bringing the eternal peace to the country for smooth coexist-
ence of all community. This, I think may some what contribute to the emergence of
peace and harmony in our motherland.

I. L. Fasmira
Advanced Level Student

Sennel Zahira College
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The teacher who is attempating to teach without inspring the
pupil with a desire to learn is hammering on a cold iron.

-Horace Manu
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