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President of Sri Lanka

I congratulate the Office of the Minister of State for Muslim
Religious & Cultural Affairs for taking steps to honour prominent
Members of the Muslim Community who have excelled in the literary and
artistic fields. This is the second occasion that such an event is being
organised.

The Muslim people of this country are an integral and vital part of
our nation. They enjoy equal rights including the freedom of conscience
available to other citizens under the Constitution. The contribution of
Islam to the advancement of humanity in general and to culture and
civilisation in particular is unique.

Islamic Education has always been liberal and equitable. It relies
both on formal and informal methods. The study of literature and the
liberal arts is an integral part of total education. These awards
therefore will contribute in no small measure to the fostering of Muslim
Education in its totality.

1 wish the Muslim Cultural Awards Ceremony every success.

PRESIDENT

9th January, 1992,
BAYTY UL FIIKMAR

al ;\_;.;\.' Nt — ) “- i In
i L /éq./ e .
U. L. ALIYAAR SAMMANIHURAL3
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MESSAGE OF THE

HON. D. B. WIJETUNGA
PRIME MINISTER

Honouring artistes when alive

I t is usual to honour artistes when they are no
longer alive. The Minister of State for Muslim
Religious and Cultural Affairs has to be
commended for departing from this practice and
honouring twenty-nine artistes and writers who
arc still actively contributing towards the
promotion of cultural activity. This recognition
will act as a stimulus and incentive lowards
further cultural promotion. An artiste can make a
greater contribution in whatever sphere he works,
when the country and community shows
appreciation and encouragement.

The Ministry of Siate for Muslim Religious &
Cultural Affairs has been created with the
specific purpose of promoting, fostering and
developing Muslim  Religious and Cultural
activities. One of the chief methods of spelling
this out in concrete terms is the recognition, that
the Ministry gives by way of encouragement. This
year 29 artistes are being honoured for the second
time. Creative and artistic talent can only flourish
against a background of recognition and
appreciation. His Excellency Ranasinghe
Premadasa, President of Sri lanka has been
consistently promoting a cultural revival from the

‘time he became Prime Minister.

1 am pleased to know that the Minister of State
for Muslim Religious & Cultural Affairs Hon. Al--
Haj A. H. M. Azwer, MP is honouring the
Muslim artistes and writers by hoiding this
Function.

D. B WIHIETUNGA

Prime Minister,
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THE MESSAGE OF
HON. W. J. M. LOKUBANDARA
MINISTER OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS
AND INFORMATION

A stimulus for blossoming of cultural genius

t is indeed a matter for gratification that the

Office of the Minister of State for Muslim
Religious and Cultural Affairs is awarding
recognition to 29 Muslim Artistes in diverse
fields. The Hon. Minister of State for Muslim
Religious and Cultural Affairs deserves
commendation for spotting hidden talent and
bringing them to limelight. Recognition of
talents, particularly among the Youth, stimulates
them for further and better creative elforts.
Culture as a living component could be fostered
only  through such  appreciation and
encouragement.

Muslims throughout the world have made a
momentous contribution towards the enrichment
ol human culture as a whole. Down the centuries,
their creative attempts in the fields of painting,
architecture, music and calligraphy have been

noteworthy and inspired artistes in general the
world over.

In Sri Lanka, a distinct and individual growth
of a Muslim culture is discernible. Distinctive
cultural patterns could contribute towards the
homogenecus growth of culture. As the common
adage has it: “Unity in diversity”. In fact, this is
the policy of the President His Excellency
Ranasinghe Premadasa that cultural genius of
each community should be given every
opportunity to blossom out in its fullest creative
expression.

I wish to commend all those concerned for the
holding of this celebration for the second time to
help the promotion of Muslim cultural and
artistic activities.

W. J. M. LOKUBANDARA,
Minister of Cultural Affairs and Information.
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SYNTHESIS OF SRI LANKAN FAMILY OF CULTURES ENRICHING NATIONAL UNITY

Hon. W. J. M. Lokubandara, M_P.
Minister of Cultural Affairs and Information

Hon. A. J. Ranasinghe, M.P. Hon. P. Kaviratne, M.P.
Minister of State for Information Minister of Socio-Cultural Integration

Hon. A. H. M. Azwer, M.P. Hon. P. P. Devaraj, M.P.
Minister of State for Muslim Religions and Cultural Affairs Minister of State for Hindu Religious Cultural Affairs
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EVER REMEMBERED

Marhoom, “Kalasoori” Al-Haj Mohideen Baig

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

i



8o He

CBENCER TCY
o 6® Cerd

D VO B §
Cimeolciafidce}

DEDSO S B GBS BB HBED
S5 COPBEd oEEad |
D) 6O DS, § eNISH OB
COMSHB BEYS 08 O 8O

QERRLsPed By Dlcne®
cOP D D SOHY ¢S
DEDSO @D ecB BB
el 068 eng §@HDGS
088 BcEEE KBS g8

SV ARRO ¢S ecsiend,

17



suyGeunL

urpQeurenr eurpsSsiBeir
QUETLDITEIT BT 6T

auBaTamnr aurpSgBeir n
GlUTEiTETT ST BT

sme auryp o wilt 555 Smeant eTriSsT

waTELS o Hsdr s®mSSTEHGW

aflmawhn sme b5 SmEHT Suamw

e Wimeirer GurGsrmy prd Cur HGeaurid
(urypGsureny)

wpevsibser QL bEBSTT eflgusris

waer wHSH sbens eurCeuhHBeirGnrid

&) airpd srd shHe Cleord@uedTL Ty

wEFCTTL_mwd i sdr DjenerGeurenrud

sy fryd seflury arGeuphBerEmrid

e rapl (s uenflQlEiu Brd eurpSHCerrd
(aurp@eureny)

18



WELCOME

Salute Salute we
On this day
Veteran artistes
Long live you may

The life breadth to artistes our President
We have followed your precedence

The stars adorning the sky of art

Are honoured today before they depart

Wijetunge Premier a friend to us you always are
We welcome you with joy we share

Minister Lokubandara is always there

Whenever the artistes gather anywhere

We welcome you and others here :

For all the time you had to spare

~-By-: J. M. M. Cassim
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AL-HAJ. MOHIDEEN BAIG -
SONGSTER FOR THE NATION

n 4th November 1991, Kala Suri Al- haj.

Mohideen Baig breathed his last. This
brought toan end a glorious role of over fifty years
in the firmament of music and musicology of Shri
Lanka, a role spanning the age of the song-halls,
the Golden era of HMV, Columbia and Qdeon
records, the time of the early Sinhala cinema and
the later age of the maturity and flourishing of the
Sinhala cinema song. ;

Mohideen Baig was born in the Salem District
of India on December 1918, so that when he died
he was on the verge of his seventy-third year.
Mohideen Baig was easily attracted to music, a
somewhat strange occurrence since members of

his family had been traditionally in the military -

and police service. Mohideen Baig picked up the
essentials of playing the harmonium (called in
Shri Lanka, the seraphina) from competent
masters of that craft. Also, he had the opportunity
of listening to the actors of the Tamil drama of
those times, for that was the only organized
entertainment then availabe and all actors had to
be expert singers, resonant in the case of actors
- and mellifluent in the case of actresses. All these

participation was fruitful for Mohideen Baig

when he decided to branch out in the career of
singer.

~ Hisarrival in Shri Lanka at the age of eighteen
was quite fortuitous. One of his uncles, who had
been in the Ceylon Police Force, had visited
. Mohideen Baig and impressed by his singing
voice had persuaded him to come to Shri Lanka or
Ceylon as it was called then. Back in the
Maradana Police Barracks, his uncle had trained
him in music. Later Mohideen Baig trained under
the family of the famous Urdu singers, Sheik
Ameer, and Sheik Fareed. By that time,
Mohideen Baig was a confident artiste and he
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-M M. M. Mahroof

came to the knowledge of late Professor
Mohammed Ghouse, the accomplished
musicologist and music director, who had trained
and directed so many of the leading singers.

Professor Ghouse introduced Mohideen Baig
to Radio Ceylon as the Shri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation was then called. Radio Ceylon was

~then not the fully-fledged, massive, many

channelled vast sound broadcasting centre as it is
today, putting on the air programmes in Sinhala,
Tamil and English and having such varied
services as Sinhala Service, Tamil Service,
Muslim Service, Education Service, City FM
Service, Commercial Services, Asia Service and
Middle East Service. Radio Ceylon was a small-
time affair and English, Sinhala and Tamil
programmes were broadcast on the same metre
band but at different times. However, the signal
call, *This is Radio Ceylon’ became familiar to
listeners both in Shri Lanka and abroad. Soon,
Mohideen Baig established his dominence in the
field of singing in Radio Ceylon.

Meanwhile, the middle Thirties of this century
was to become the Golden era of the gramaphone.
By buying a gramaphone with a bell-shaped horn
(this was later to be replaced by the compact
music-player) and a few records and a box of
gramaphone needles, one could be sure of
continual musical pleasure. Hence, the demand
for records was continuous. Two private firms in
Colombo were licensed by the makers of HMV,
Columbia and Odeon records to cut records from
Shri Lankan artistes. Soon, Mohideen Baig
appeared on these gramaphone records. The

voice of Mohideen Baig filled the air throughout .

Shri Lanka, from the drawing rooms of Colombo
Seven to the tea boutiques and houses of the
remotest hamlets in Shri Lanka. And the records



which Mohideen Baig cut, almost fifty years ago
still enthrall audiences and radio listeners when
these are broadcast over popular programmes
such as ‘Perani Rasangaya’ and ‘Amaraneeya

Geetha’. It is no smal! feat to entrance people
whose fathers were not born when the records -

were first made.

The late 1940s saw the beginnings of the
Sinhala film industry in Shri Lanka. Play back
singers were in great demand and they had to be
chosen with care, for the success or failure of the
early Sinhala films (and many of the latter ones)
depended largely on the popularity of the film
songs. It was no wonder that Mohideen Baig made
his ‘entry into the world of Sinhala playback
singing from the second Sinhala film itself. Since
the early Sinhala films were directed and
processed in South India, he made several trips to
that part of India.

Film-singing was new avenue for Mohideen
Baig, for his voice had to come through one of the
.actors in the screen. It is a tribute to the
versatality of his singing that he could sing for
many heroes, character actors, without becoming
associated with one hero in films, a situation
which frequently happens to the play back singers
on the Tamil screen in India. It is also a
remarkable achievement on the part of Mohideen
Baig that till the very last, he continued tosing as
a play back artiste, during a time span of forty-
five years of the Sinhala screen. His film songs are
well over six thousand. 4

His Excellency the President, Ranasinghe
Premadasa had declared that Mohideen Baig's
singing is an unique experience, Indeed, it is. For
who else could sing in Sinkala, Tamil, Urdu 2nd
Arabic, with perfect accentuation suited to each
language and with total vocal purity? Only,
Mohideen Baig could; and did so.

Mohideen Baig was a goo¢ man. He was liked -

and appreciated by all. He was made a
distinguished citizen of Ceylon. President, His
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Excellency, Ranasinghe Premadasa conferred on
him the title of Kala Suri. Mohideen Baig was also
in total rapport with his audience, There were
occasions in which the audience mobbed him and
pinned high-value currency notes on his shirt, rle
was cheered wherever he went.

Mohideen Baig's commutment to islam was
total. He had a voice resonant and strong encugh
to fill large halls with ease, and if necessary, ne
could dispense with instcrumentalists and even
microphones and still keep large audiences
entranced by the timbre of his music for hours on
end. He knew that this was a gift conferred on him
by Almighty Allah and throughout his life
Mohideen Baig never failed to render his
gratitude to Allah for this transcendant gift. He

lived 2 modest life and he was aiways to beseen in

the Maradana mosque during the set times of

prayer. Music was his vocation but he was a true .
Muslim from the first to last. That is a lesson to all

of us that while preserving our own identity and

cultural values, still we conld contribute ourshare

to the happiness and well-being of the entire

nation. :

The contribution of Muslims to the national
heritage is an unwritten chapter. But it is good to
notice that the achievements of musicians and
musicologists of the Mushm community, artistes
such as Professor Ghouse, M. Ahmad, A, R. M.
Ibrahim, Jowher Shah, M. A. Hasan Aliyar - arc
being increasingly realized by musicologists,
academics, intellectuals and the public of the
outer world of Shri Lanka. This isan aspect of the
cultural contribution of the Muslims to the
national cultural framework of Skri Lanka, which
serves to be remembered and recegnized.

' The funeral of Mohideen Baig was attended by
a huge concourse of mourners of a Il communities.
This is indeed a just appreciation of his bringing
joy to the lives of the naiion, a fact which must be
treasured and cherished at a time like ours, with
its troubles, tensions, tribulations. May Allah
grant to Al-Haj. Mohideen Baig, Jennathul Firdo-
use.
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HAJIANI ABDUL RAHEEM
KATHIJA UMMA (LUXM!
BHALI)

M rs. A, R. Kathija Umma well known by her
assumed name Luxmi Bhai hails from
Pottalpputur in Tenkasi, India. She attended a
Quran Madrasa for a short period,

From her early age she developed a keen
interest in music and drama and chose that field
for her career. She won much acclaim for her
performances, and was awarded the title of
- Kalasuri by the first President of Shri Lanka H.F.
J. R. Jayewardene.
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She retired from her active artistic carcer in
late 70s. Even then, at the reguest of H.E. the
President Ranasinghe Premadasa, who was the
then Prime Minister, she rendered the Sinhala
song “Desadesa Keerthi rathi mage
boomiyave” on Rupavahini.

maw

Luxmi Bhai was spiendid as an artistc in the
histrionic field. Her art transcended the limits of
any group and was acclaimed by ali.
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NIZAM CAREEM

; M r. Nizam Careem hailing from Dickwella

in the deep South, was educated at
Denham English School (Maligawatte)} and the
Heywood School of Fine Arts.

He comes from a family of artistes. An *A”
Grade singer with the SLBC, he started his
singing career with Radio Ceylon in 1952 and
performs on all three services of the SLBC.
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He bagged the first prize at the Ghazal
competition conducted by the Moors’ Islamic
Cultural Home in 1958, and has sung nearly 2000
Islamic songs over the SLBC. He has about 500
Sinhala songs to his credit.

Besides Clarinet, he is also a competent Tabla
and Dholak player.






SHVATE) TN, 671D, HLOMEVS 65T

@e);&:m&ﬂ LSS SIpES G  smsvinresfin
ullegph mreseafued g iCarrwmdy UL (iptd

FHEITLT, Gl_m mem Bem LIt SEmsVE S5 Bl

st wnl o Giudmeurt.

A wrTe sUrEmlrTd sy finflgund
(1948 — 1054} LB Ursw grasrres
Wargpbip Glurgy mrevsgSand (1954 — 1972)
2_safld sl Ts Bewkimss G5 BIE
Grmeser Femuafland (1972 — 1981) asdef
aGlarflurs Gurigy wrfaii, mpel e aflgpud
{1981 — 1985) venfl yFfdsau.

Beui soradirrefldy o FfiMurrss Qi bga
s sl EAewsBugs simpuilsh  =Gur®
Caremiri. angrfd mfps shas, Faurd
* sivevgiirr < &us
aubmiG@U Gl sad b s,

”

FRIHLE,

&@ﬁméﬁ

" Likgemaiiu wyETEadr

1951, Qusranang sl aimiéflé spssSer
JBrsitaErag siE eflpr, wripiorenTid
ELPEHT M Qg DI IG5
SBPTTmiE® wor wr@, urfley, Prrsirsiv
G Crslur  mrevss
17 b wrsrd,
e EEreflun

1867.

Fihis g Gler
Gltg,  Quhs

40

1874 Grewrag  @evewrflug  sfip
SwdBu wrpr®, GFsTansT

1977, omergsins prwss sis suGuaars
EMGSSTES, Urwsr, Guhe Gggiwef

* 1979, pravaraig Geveortflsg S

Bwafw wrpr@, Qsrepby

1981. migraly o eas s ST TiEIEF)
LT BT, O

1990. mpsreug Bsveonfug sbyp EwsRu;

Lok BB, Eipdissor

* Bubwrprigd Qursdrairaid Gsenyeud
SULPBIGCILIL. L Gt

(perusiiL S BevrFsmer s @tpafisir
SEsdgeaurrs (omemas amrQarrsd) @FevsomiBiu
BT smEGipellsr  Smaeurrs
SMNSSPSLD ] SOTEFTT DIEUsISeT Ysmiod & flssr
wiblu HEwrEmars G HUSSSUTTS, CHFw
s oufleflmsm)F HBIE S SOTT S
Qargouis  sllpd 21 FHenesurratl
uGaumy ugsaflsald) @mbsri,

FEni)
FBIE

UITL_FTame) BTV &sreur s BT 6D,
smieor s5ler senwpaflGu (Wrurews s Gaor)
uiuflst  (Gledisnas  wevalbsaiear  wryssr)

ST AS) o1 eTid. 61 Sedev, srfE 4. . g

(Bovisems

Y



(giland) HRBWweas T,  sTid.
Caafluii’L préssir@Lo.

awor s Pear

(g e8ab)
wrFlsns

* sduserr ©  wrsBmapenn
1975 — 77, ‘wi  qpevedhs ’
(gmem) 1978 — 79 9 Bweuh Heir
SFfwrraand s enowr blerri.

Q«raﬁ’s’n, alrGssf, Shsrwenfl apseiu
Blapsaignd udCeamy umer GeaeflufGasfigns,
Aoy werssigd QumbEsrensurar s,
prosalwd s @Gaorsst srpSuilHasnr.

Beviims arblarmeilulldy ardprHorewGas
Cuars @airg o s,
PgGlrusst  gelluriurSusirerer,
Qaranwvsasr Pullgnd  yeTenwd ST
o erwrL st B 1h GlLhHmisTere.

o_ M LT L 6D,
aflsurenT &

apeivsnd ambarrdlasmegst FRISt
smuwisy BeveorBu Bems aflpréser pLris
weirsririt. whpd GlFiiTLoy BrERWITT — aflgis
ur' Gé a8GsM semd Ty erpdseniis senevts
Gurysesd BLSH aowsTUFups  Suiis
Clriigeonowd [Barg gL  SOTEMT
&I HENATEGT DY (GLD.

@arg gememallurrer apsfor swré@sir
. 7. (srrs) erid. v’ (QLrpewGLr, SaTLir)
UL kisst  Quppent. ST,  JEHGSID
Quamssr FIfw sorsrenw, Ursw sdel
SSarh, sdeallu usflureat HEw ugellsmer
auBggan.

S@aows  SWHSET,
LIS VS SIS

Rawrgy  ysETt
2|Gfldsraild DEILITLOF
BmShuresr (G LoTaRTouT.

AL-HAJ S. M. KAMALDEEN

I-Haj S. M. Kamaldeen hails from Chilaw

where he had his early education at St.
Mary’s College. Zahira College, Colombo and
Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai, were other
institutions he attended.

He is a graduate of the University of Ceylon
and University of Toronto (Canada) and holds a
Diploma in Librarianship (Ceyion).

Having commenced his career as a teacher at
Zahira College, Colombo in 1948, he entered the

field of Librarianship in 1954 serving as Deputy
Librarian, Public Library, Colombo and as,

Assistant Director, Ceylon National Library
Services Board, Colombo until his retirement i}'i
1981. He also served as Education Officer, Borno
State, Nigeria (1981 - 85).

He is the author of the biographies of Dr. T. B.
Jayah (English) and Dr. A. M. A, Azeez. His
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other works include ‘_Barberyn'- *Thailanthin
Thalainagarile’ and a ‘Basic Manual for School
Librarians’.

He has also edited “Kalpana™ and “Young
Muslim” in English and contributed several
articles on his travels, Islamic literature and
Librarianship to local journals in Tamil and
English. :

He has broadcast several talks and feature
programmes over the Radio.

He has served on the Panels of the Arts Council
and Sahitya Mandalaya and as Chairman of the
Islamic Fine Arts Panel he promoted a number of
Islamic Cultural Activities.

He has attended many literary and library
conferences abroad. :
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AL-HAJ M. M. M. MAHROOF

I-Haj Meer Mohideen Mohamed Mahroof

of Colombo had his early education at
Hameedia School, Colombo and Zahira College,
Colombo.

A graduate of the University of Ceylon and
University of London, he is also an Advocate of
the Ceylon Law College.

He has worked as a teacher and administrator
and was Senior Assistant Director of the
Department of Muslim Religious and Cultural
Affairs (1981 ~ 1988).

He is the author of the biographies of Dr. T. B.
Jayah, 1. L. M. Abdul Azeez and Justice M. T.
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Akbar and the co-compiler of 'An Ethnological
Survey of the Muslims of Shri Lanka’. He has
also contributed several research articles to
international and local journals, in English and
Tamil. Journals to which he has contributed
include, among others, ‘Islamic Culture’.
(Osmania University), “Journal, Muslim World
League’, ‘Islamic Studies’, ‘Muslim Educational
Quarterly’, ‘Asian Affairs’, and ‘Hamdard
Islamicus’. His talks over the SLBC (Muslim
Service) have been highly commended. i

He has served on the Tamil Panel of the Shri
Lanka Sahitya Mandalaya.
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MATHAR MOHIDEEN ABDUL
RAHMAN

idhwan Abdul Rahman was born in Mannar.

In addition to being a Vidhwan in Tamil he is
also a graduate of the Madras University (India).
He has held appointments as a Tamil teacher in
the schools of Mannar District.

He has written a large number of poems in

Tamil and has received a governmental award for -
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one of his poems. He has published two books of
verses .called Tirukkur’an’ Kural and Ponmoli
Malai and also a collection of lullabies of the
Mannar region.. He has contributed several
articles on classical Tamil poetry. Several Tamil
plays have been written and directed by him,
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M. H. M.

M r. M. H. M., Shums of Dickwella was
educated at Dickwella Muslim Vidyalaya,
Vijita (Sinhala) Central College and is a graduate
of Colombo University. He began his literary
career in 1950 by publishing a Magazine entitled
“Thenmadi”. He has published several poems and
began writing verse libra in Tamil, since 1968. He
has experimented with concrete poetry in Tamil
and has written analytical articles largely on the
Inter relationship between Sinhala and Tamil
literature.
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He has written and produced several plays for
the Shri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation
including poetic Dramas and has won prizes for
singing and painting. He has contributed critical
articles on Tamil poetry. He has been interested
in Islamic folk arts and is an Annaviyar in
Kalikambu., From 1974 he has struck out as a
singer of Islamic songs.
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| ZUBAIR ILANKEERAN

r. Zubair Hankeeran, bornin Jaffna, is the

most senior and acknowledged writer of
Tamil novels. He commenced his literary career
in Malaysia as the Editor of Inamani. . Soon
after, he became a full time writer and had been
so for the last 41 years. Of his 27 novels, all have
appeared as serials in newspapers and periodicals
except the single instance of “Neethiye Nee Kel”
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which appeared in 1962. His literary contribution
includes a number of plays. He has been a very
successful Radio Playwright. One of his plays was
staged twice in Colombo, He was the founder
Editor = of the Tamil literary journal
“Marakatham”. He is also a skilled short story,
writer. :
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Y. AHAMAD

r. Yaseen Ahamad was born at

Valaichenai, E.P. He is presently Assistant
Director of Education (Valaichenai). He is a
graduate of the Peradeniya University and holds
a Diploma in Education from the University of
Jaffna.
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He began his literary career as a student. His
first Tamil short story appeared in “Ilampirai” in
1967. A number of short stories have come from
his pen. His novel which appeared in 1976 won
the “Sahithya Mandalaya” prize. He has wriiten
other novels and several articles as well.
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A. M. KAMIL MARIKAR

M r. A. M. Kamil Marikar was born at
Dharga Town and had his early education
at Al-Hamra Central School and Zahira College,
Alutgama.

Starting life as a government servant he
became a teacher at Hussainiya School,
Colombo, and later became a trilingual translator
in the Department of Cottage Industries. He
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functioned as a Programme Assistant in the
Muslim Service of Radio Ceylon from 1956 to
1961 and subsequently became a simultaneous

interpreter in the Parliament of Ceylon. Presently

he is attached as the Chief Translator in the Land
Reforms Commission. He has written several
articles on Islam in Sinhala, Tamil and English
and has published two books in Sinhala entitled
“Nomiana Vadan” and “Islam Deepan™.
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SHEIK ‘MIAN MOHAMED

BUHARY

Mr Mohamed Bubary of Colombo,
commenced study of vocal music under
Professor Mohamed Ghouse. He learnt to play
the Harmonium and Tabla as well. At the College
of Fine Arts, he studied Classical Music.

He was selected as a Radio Artiste in 1946
when the Broadcasting Station was at Cotta

Road, Colombo. Since then he has been singing
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over the radio in the programmes of the Muslim
Service. He sang Sinhala songs on the Sinhala
Service as well.

Mr. Buhary lost his voice in 1984 in an
accident. Thereafter he has been directing
musical programmes in the Muslim Service of
SLBC.
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. MRS. KHURSHID GHOUSE

M rs. Khurshid Ghouse is one of the most
accomplished singers and a composer in
Urdu. She was associated with her husband the
late Professor Mohamed Ghouse, the celebrated
Director of Music who has pioneered Musicology
in Shri Lanka.

From 1951 till 1971 she was an A Grade artiste
in Shri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation. She had
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composed numerous songs in Urdu. She has been
a visiting Lecturer in Urdu in the University of
Shri Lanka in 1960. She has conducted special
Urdu classes for Muslim children sponsored by
the Pakistan Embassy. She has also conducted
Urdu classes at Zahira College, Colombo.
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S. I. M. ABDUL JABBAR

Mr. S. I. M. Abdul Jabbar of Kalpitiya
studied at R.C. Tamil Mixed School,
Kalpitiya, St. Mary’s College, Chilaw aﬂd Al-
'Agsa Maha Vidyalaya, Kalpitiya.

He is a prolific writer of Radio Plays and has
contributed to a wide spectrum of Tamil literary
activities like stage dramas, feature programmes
and educational programmes.

. He has also been a teacher at Alethea School,

Dehiwela.
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- M. B. HUSSAIN FAROOK

r. M. B. Hussain Farook of Bloemendhal

Street, Colombo 15 is a T.V. and Radio
Producer. He has been associated with the
Independent Television Network from its
inception. He commenced his artistic career as a
singer in 1956 on the Radio Ceylon. Since then,
he has been a radio journalist and has conducted
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various featural programmes. He has contributed
articles to Tamil journals of this country.

When he was attached to the Times of Ceylon,
he was producing the Muslim page
‘MAGZANUL ISLAM’. He has visited several
countries on official coverage.

-
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MRS. MISHRUL

M 1s. Mishrul Haneema Ishak of Wellawatte,
& a born artiste was educated at Dehiwela
Central College and is a teacher at Hameed Al
Hussaini Maha Vidyalaya. She is also a
Programme Organiser for the S.L.B.C.

She developed asa  full-fledged radio artiste
through School programmes and now conducts
“Hmul-Islam” and “Muslim Kantha” in Sinhala.
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She has great interest in poetry and drama and
while a teacher at Gampola Zahira College
(1970-1984) she choreographed “Anarkali”,
“Story of Zahira” and “Amma”.
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AL-Haj M. H. FOUZUL AMEER

r. M. H. Fouzu! Ameer was born in

Colombo and was educated at Fathima
School and Hussainiya School, Colombo. While
being a teacher for 30 years he continued to
interest himself in various artistic pursuits. He
was introduced to Radio by his teachers. His
stage career started in 1958 at Hameediya
School. Under the guidance of late Zuhair
Hameed he became a playwright. His first play
“Bommalattam” was writtenin 1967. Since, then
he has written numerous plays for the stage, T.V.,
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radio ‘and school programmes. He also did
scriptwriting for films and composed songs.

He became a member of the Drama Panel of
Arts Council of Ceylon in 1971. Having resigned
his membership of the panel in 1974, he
submitted a script which was4djudged the best.
He has also written scripts for television dramas. -
His first T.V, Script was telecast in 1982.
Subsequently he has participated in several T.V,
Programmes.
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K. A. JAWAHAR

M r. K. A. Jawahar popularly known to the

public as Abu Nana was born in 1945 and
had his education at Al-Hussainiya Maha
Vidyalaya, Colombo.

He is a character actor par cxcellence and has
won a wide audience through his stage, radio and
T.V. appearances.

“Pillai Petra Rajah Oru Nayai Valarthar”,
“Sathikal Illyadi Paapa}’ and “Sakkaram” are
some plays which established his reputation.

Besides 2000 radio plays, he has acted in 15
Sinhala films and in teledramas.

il

ITN telecast “Abu Nana” in which he played

_the principal role was serialised for 3 years,

He is a singer too and one of his casettes has
scld over 10,000. “Baila Josi” is another casette of |
humourous songs.

He is the recipient of the Thinakaran Award
for the Best Supporting Actor 1969, Sahithya
Mandalaya Drama Festival Award for Best
Character Actor 1974-1975, Central ‘Bank
Drama Festival Award for Best Actor 1976.

He opted for acting as a Efcjfession a long time
ago and considers the late Zuhair Hameed as his
“Ustaad”. : ;
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MRS. GNEI RAHIM SAHID

rs. Gnei Rahim Sahid is a Radio Artiste.

She was educated at St. Mary’s Tamil
Mixed School, Bambalapitiya, which was also the
scene of her entry into the World of Art.

She was auditioned as a Radio artiste in 1963
and has appeared in various programmes in Tamil
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and Muslim Services of Radio Ceylon and the
Shri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation. She is also
asinger and a T.V. artiste as well. Though she has
not acted in films, her voice could be heard in Shri
Lankan Tamil and Sinhala films. She is also a
regular participant in the Muslim Women’s
programmes of the S.L.B.C.
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ZAIN MOULANA

SEYED SAKKAF MOULANA

r. S. Z. M. Seyed Sakkaf Moulana of
Maruthamunai, Kalmunai is a Tamil
trained teacher. His interest in Tamil literary
activities commenced while he was still a school
boy. He had himseif written and directed school
plays. While he was teaching at various schools in

_Eastern Province, he introduced the students into
‘the field of dramatic activities. He has produced

several plays and has received awards.
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He organized ‘a Drama Circle called
“Kalaikoodum” . at Maruthamunai, which
produced several plays. He took active part in
public speaking and had won awards including a
first prize for Tamil Oratory in 1961.

Muslim

He distinguished himself in

programmes of S.L.B.C.
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ABU THALIB ABDUL LATIFF

M r. A. Abdul Latiff counts many years in

journalism. As a student in the University
Entrance Form he edited the Golden Jubilee
commemorative number of the Colombo Zahira
College Magazine, “The Crescent”.

While at the Ceylon Law College, he joined the
New China News Agency (Peking) as its deputy
Colombo correspondent and left after sometime.
He stayed with the Novosti Press Agency for over
20 years and has written on international affairs
for Novosti.

He was the founder editor of the Muslim
weekly “Insan” 1967-1570.
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His poems in English have been published in
“Daily News”, “Sunday Observer”, “The Island™,
“Sunday Times” and “Tribune” among other
Journals. He has many short stories to his credit.

Of late he has written extensively on Muslim

" and Islamic themes.

He is the first Sri Lankan journalist to be
honoured with an Order by the Soviet Pariiament

_in 1985.
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AL-HAJ. A. H. ABOO UBAIDA

A!-Haj. A. H. Aboo Ubaida was born at
Mawanella and was educated at Hinguloya
Government Mixed School (presently Zahira
Central College), and Al-Hamra English School,

Dharga Town. He holds a Diploma in journalism

and short story writing from the Melborne
University, Australia. He entered the field of
journalism in 1953 and was on the staff of
Thinakaran and Ceylon Daily News. He is also a
skilled translator. Subsequently he became a
Publication Officer of the River Valley’s
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Development Board and later was Editor in the
Department of Muslim Religious & Cultural
Affairs. At present he is serving as a simultaneous
Interpreter in Parliament of Shri Lanka.

He founded the Muslim Journal entitled “Al
Hasanath” in 1971 and continued to be its
Managing Director for 10 years. In additionto his
own works, he had translated several books into
Tamil. He has also taken part in a number of
Isiamic Conferences abroad.
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AL-HAJ M.

]-Haj. M. P. M. Azhar, born in 1947 and
educated at Denham English School
(Maligawatte) and Neil Street Central Maha
Vidyalaya took to journalism in 1965 with his

appointment to the Editorial Board of “Pudumaik

Kural”.

After a spell with Dinapathi, he joined the.

Virakesari in 1974 and works as its Parliamentary
correspondent. He counts nearly 25 years as
lobby correspondent. He also works for the
S.L.B.C. and Rupavahini,
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He has travelled widely in India, Iran and
Dubai and has covered the War-front during the

ran-Iraq war. He also has the distinction of

having interviewed Imam Khomeini, Ali
Khameni and President Rafsanjani. He has
covered major international conferences in
Colombo for Virakesari. '

His published works include “Manburu’
Ramalanil  Manathukkiniya - Sindanaikal”
(1970). '
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AL-HAJ M. H. M. _
BAHAUDDEEN

Al-Haj M. H. M. Bahauddeen was born at
Kalutara and was educated there. By
profession he was a teacher, He has written a
number of articles and poems in Thinakaran. His
long standing association with Radio Ceylon
commenced in 1948, when it was situated at
Cotta Road, Colombo 8. :
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He has served the Ahadiya Movement for the
last 39 years and is a frequent speaker at Islamic
Religious functions. He has published Ahadiya
Malar.Ahadiya Mani Malai and Mutthu Malai.
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Work Experience: (1)

(2)

(3)

Tuan Alaldin Ibbon Saldin

Age: 83 Years
Date of Birth:  24th February, 1909

Painting and Sculpture

Studied painting, sculpture and moulding under maternal grand
uncle Guru Ramlan Sarap.

Bamboo, Rattan and Wood Handicraft

A family trade where he acquired his skills at the Factory of his
grandfather M/S.-A. C. Sumps & Sons, winner of numerous
National Awards and Medals by British Royalty.

Dancing

Pioneer exponent of various Indian, Malayan and Egyptian
Dance forms. Dance Teacher at Ananda Balika Vidyalaya,
Government Teachers Training College, University of
Colombo, Institute of Aesthetic Studies and many other
Associations, such as Shri Lanka Malay Association, Werk
Malay Association.

Director of Dancing and Choreography for around 20 British,
Malay, Sinhalese and Tamil Films.

Dance Director in Sinhalese Film “Puduma Lelie”-Raju.
Awarded Kala Bhoosana Award by his Excellency the President
Ranasinghe Premadasa for Contribution to the Cultural Art, 1st
December, 1987.

Awarded Medals—World War 1I: 12 Years Efficiency Medal
with Double Bar, Allied Defence Medal, Allied Victory Meda_l,

‘Malayan Star.
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LAFIR SAHEED

r. Lafir Saheed was born in Mawilmada,
Kandy. He became interested in the
performing Arts and his artistic endeavour took
him to India frequently since 1950. He was

appointed a teacher in his field at St. Anthony’s
College, Katugastota. He organized the cultural
programme for the Sixth SAARC Summit held
in Colombo. He has also taken part in stage plays.
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‘M. M. A. LATHEEF

M r. M. M. A. Latheef, born in Colombo
came to the stage through the late A.
Cader and has acted in a number of Tamil films.
He appeared in the film based on “Jeevana
Kandulu” authored by H.E. Ranasinghe
Premadasa, when he was the Prime Minister.

He has acted in a number of plays inclusive of
“Aahayap Pandal”, “Akarathy” “Abu Nana” and
“Carry on Director” under well-known Directors.
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In appreciation of his contributions to the arts
the then Minister of Hindu Religious & Cultural
Affairs 8. Rajadurai conferred the title of
“Nadippuch Chakkravarthy” on him.

His other cultural interest is Villupattu, a
Tamil genre, where a story is presented through
songs and music. He won much acclaim for the
Villupattu by his presentation of “Sainambu
Naachiyar Maanmiyam”; a poetical work by the
well-known poet late Abdul Cader Lebbe.
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SAARANAA KATYOOM

r. Saaranaa Kaiyoom of Iyocb Hlam,
Badulla, had his early education in
Badulla. Having studied at Government
Teachers College, Kandy, he became a trained
teacher. Since, 1990 he is serving as an
Instructor.
He entered the field of writing in 1960. His
publications include books for children and books
on Islamic themes.

He has participated in Poetry programmes
over the radio and has written several articles to
periodicals, and taken part in Educational
Literary Projects.
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MOHAMED IBRAHIM ANBU
MOHIDEEN

M r. Anbu Mohideen of Kalmunai is a
teacher at Kalmunai Zahira College. His
first poem was published in the Children’s section
of Thinakaran in 1960. His publications include
books of poems mainly on the life of the Holy
Prophet (sai). He has conducted many feature
programmes of Tamil poetry in the Muslim
service of the Shri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation.
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He has received prizes and certificates for his
literary contributions. He is also the recipient of
prizes and awards for Tamil oratory and a gold
medal for poetry at the Hijra celebration
organized by the Department of Muslim
Religious & Cultural Affairs in 1980. He 1s a
frequent contributor to the Muslim programmes
of Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation in several
fields of poetry including poetic symposia, folk
songs and poetic appreciations.
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ABDUL AZEEZ

AL-ASOOMATH

M r. M. A. Azeez Al-Asoomath was born at
Dickriya Estate, Matale and had his early
education at. Matale. He assumed duties as a
teacher in Elkaduwa Asoka Vidyalaya in 1960
and became its Principal in 1964.

Though his mother tongue is Malayalam, he is
more attached to the Tamil language and
literature. He is also proficient in English,
Sinhala and Malay languages.
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He entered the field of literary activities in
1958. His first short story and poem appeared in
Virakesari in 1964. He has written many short
stories and 3 Novelettes and has also published
“Pgobalam” a periodical for Tamil poetry. He has
conducted various literary programmes over the
radio, his recent programme  being
“Kavithaichcharam”, He is also conversant with
musical instruments such as Flute, Tabla and
Dholak.
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MUSLIM CULTURAL AWARDS - 1992
Saturday, February 15, 1992 at 6.30 p.m.
‘Sarasavipaya’, Maradana, Colombo 10

6.00 —

6.30 p.m. -
|
6.35 pm. —

6.40 p.m. —

6.45 p.m. —

6.55 pm. —
7.00 p.m. —

7.10 p.m. —

7.20 pm. —

7.35 pm. —
7.50 p.m. —

8.05 pm. -
8.10 p.m. —
8.15 p.m. —

8.19 pm. -

Arrival of invitees & Guests

Arrival of Chairman Hon. Alhaj A. H. M. Azwer, M.P,,
Minister of State for Muslim Religious & Cultural Affairs

Arrival of Guest of Honour Hon. W. J. M. Lokubandara,
M.P., Minister of Cultural Affairs & Information

Arrival of the Chief Guest Hon. D. B. Wijetunga, M.P,,
Prime Minister & Minister of Finance

Chief Guest garlanded and Guest of Honour welcomed by
students of Muslim Ladies College, Bambalapitiya at the
Hall entrance and proceed to the Hall

Quira’ath — Katheeb Jezuli Salahudeen followed by
‘Fathiha’ in memory of Marhoom Alhaj Mohideen Baig

Welcome song by students of Muslim Ladies College,
Bambalapitiya, Colombo 4

Welcome Address by the Chairman Hon. Alhaj Al H. M.
Azwer, M.P., Minister of State for Muslim Religious &
Cultural Affairs

Address by the Chief Guest
Hon. D. B. Wijetunga, M.P., Prime Minister & Minister of
Finance :

Presentation of Awards to 29 recipients

Address by the Guest of Honour Hon. W. J. M.
Lokubandara, M.P., Minister of Cultural Affairs &
Information

Releasing of Souvenir

“Kartak’, Navarasamani Mr. M. J. Lafeer Saheed
‘Solo’, Mr. M. H. Fauzul Ameer

‘Sinhala Song’, Mr. Nizam Careem
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8.22 p.m.
8.25 p.m.
8.30 p.m.
8.35 p.m.
8.45 p.m.
8.53 p.m.
8.57 p.m.
9.00 p.m.
9.04 p.m.
9.08 p.m.
9.13 p.m.
9.18 p.m,

9.23 p.m.

‘Sinhala Song’, Mrs. Luxmi Bhai
‘Duppatha’, Navarasamani Mr. M. J. Lafeer Saheed
Song in action, Mr. 8. . M. A. Jabbar

Item by Mr. R. A. I. Saidin

Humoraous Sketch, Mr. K. A. Jawahar ¥
Sinhala Kavi, Mrs. Mishrul Haneema : _ &
‘Islamic Song’, Mr. M. lllivas Baig
‘Ahadiya Song’
‘Harmeonius Solo’, Mr. S. M. Buhary
Poem, Mr. Anbu Mohideen
Urdu Song, Mr. Fahim Maujood
Salawath
National Anthem
&
4

Gt
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OUR THANKS

The Office of the Minister of State for Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs wishes to
render its thanks and gratitude to all who helped in the preparation, publication and
issue of this Souvenir, the officers and employees of the State Ministry, the Department
of Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs, all Ministries and Departments who helped
it.

Tt wishes to record iis thanks and gratitude to the Government Press for Printing this
Souvenir so well and neat, and at such short notice.

We would like to make particular reference to all those donors who have been
generous in their contributions to make this event a Success.
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Cover Design
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