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Storaze ﬁ" F@Mﬁgwaﬁn@
in Madhya Pradesh

o EYIF?QQ;‘?'ESEOR SHAKOOR KHAN
s raculty o f Commerce, Bhopal University, Bhopal and
\ RAM NIVAS SHUKLA
“A. grain of wheat or rice js
a grain of gold”. The provi-
sion of adequate and suitable
storage accommodation -

! on to pre=
serve this gold forms an if};m-
gral part of the preblem of
gﬂiqlent marketing of food-
rains. Some of the ﬁ‘(i
ré Lhe Vst
dlfﬁculg problems of cﬁia:;cr:t
marketing arise from the need
to store‘ farm products. be-
cause to ‘save more food’ is as

important as to ‘grow
row s
A grow more

Functions of Storage

According to Clark and
Weld, < The storage functions
is to hold goods in order to
bring about an adinstment
betwpen the time of their pro-
duction and use”’. .
. While aceording to Kohls
The functions of storase 50:
that of having the praduci
avgxlable at the desired time
It is the function which matcﬁ':
es the pattern of production to
the pattern of consumption
from the stand point of time’’,

Conditions Which Make Storage
Necessary ‘

In every countr idd
y the middle-
Ten who hold up a part of the

produce soon after the harves:
for sale in the later season are
COI]'SldCI'ed as profiteers and
looked upon with distrust and
suspicion, but the service
which they render is as iT;l-
portant for the producer as
for the consumer. By holding
back a part of the surplus in
the peak marketing season the
?zxdd.lemep prevent a sharp
all in prices of commodities
so that the producer’s share
Increases and by letting out
produce from the store in lean
scasons when the prices are
likely to rise sharply, the
check the rise and briné ab'ou}t]
some stability in market piices
which bepefit the consumers
immensely. Thus a well orza.
E‘axled {syslcm of storage is a
stinct gain to '
and th:gz:onsu.mc:rt.he e
The important conditions
which mike storage neceséary
to marketing are the condi-
tions which make necessary an
adjustment beiween times and
pla.ces of production and times
and places of consumptiono
These are as follows :— .

(i1 Products maturi i
Produc ing durin
a short season of the gear ari
held over if they are to be con-

gaflwBLie

. sumed in other seasons and

even in other years.

(ii) The sale of abnormally
large quantities of 2 product
at one time may create a glut
in the market and bring down
the market prices. If the goods
can be stored the price will
often be steadied, and losses
to holders can be reduced or
avoided through the realisation
of a higher price in the subse-
quent months of the marketing
season. ,

(iii) A surplusin one market
must sometimes be stored un-
less transportation facilities
can be secured to take it to a
more promising market,

(iv) ractories and dealers
must store surp'us supplies
and merchandise for meeting
consumers’ demand from time
to time. It thus helps in ad-
justing the total supply to the
total demand for products.

(v) Farmers and traders pledge
commodities with the banks
and warehouses for their finan-
cial requirements.

(vi) Lastly, storage is a useful
and often essential adjunct to
the performance of each of the
other marketing functions.

Farmers need storage for the
purpose of withholding crops
for reaping better prices in
future and also for the purposes
of financial advances to avoid
distress sales Traders need
storage to store surpluses of
the peak season for carry over
to the lean season to meot the
demands Jf the consumers.

Goygrament also need storage

29

for the maintenance of buffer
stocks for distribution among
the consumers from time to
time to counteract the rising
prices during off season and
days of secarcity. They also
need storage for open market
operations of foodgrains un-
der price support measure to
put a check on the uneconomic
fall in prices during the peak
marketing months.

Methods of Storage (in villages)

Like other States, in Madhya
Pradesh also, ‘produccrs in
village have necessarily in store
quantities of foodgrains which
they retain on their holding for
domestic consumption, seed or
for sale at some future date.
Different types of receptacles
are used in the State for this
purpose’”. Some of them have
been described below :—

(i) Receptacles made of Mud : —

Granaries made of mud with
cowdung and thusa as binding
material, commonly known as
Kothis. Generally these are
fixtures inside the house of the

farmer. They generally vary
in size and shape. Usually,
they are rectangular or conical
in shape. The capacity of a
Kothi ranges between one q‘l,
to five qtls. Grain is always
stored in bulk.

(i) Kotha:—

Some upper category of far-
mers who carry appreciable
quantities of foodgrains for
sale during the lean months,
generally set apart a portion

-
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of their own Houses . for the

conservation of produce. Such

| | storace dccommniodation termed
as Kotha is either made of
masonry construction or of
thatched mud. ‘These Kothas
are used for bulk storage.

(iif) Receptacles made of plaited
straw, split bambeo etc :

Such type ofstorage are com-
monly known as Bukhari, The
capacity of Bukharis ranges
between 40 to 100 gtls. ' They
are mostly used in the Halwa
and Nimdr regions of the
State.

(iv) Underaround Storage -

The farmers in Madhya Pra-
desh who have large siocks of
foodgrains conserve them in
underground pits locally known
as ‘Khondi’ or ‘Banada’. Ban.
das dre circular in shape and

. constructed entirely upder the
ground in places where the soil
1s clayey and fairly impervious
o water, A khondi is kachha
While a banda is lined with

 burnt brick ‘or! ordinary mud
o masonry. The capacityof these
| Branaries varies. A pit 8 feet

e B R B

~ordinary holds about 100 qtls.
Of grain. ‘ ;
- Methods of storage in market s
~More than 50% of the sur-
plus of foodgrains findsits way
to ,the;mz_;rkat Just after the
baryest. The question of stor-
age in the markets, therefore,
#88UTLS special importance,

In markets, godowns ‘are

»

PR

g;‘enerally masonry-built with
flagged floors and corrugated

_1ron or tiled roofs. The pro-
duce is generally stored in
. bags, ‘

Augmentation of storage accom-
modation in Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh being the
' largest State in the country is
surplus in respect of foodgrains
and some of the important
cash crops. As such, scientific
storage of foodgrains is as im-
portant as any other activity
in the agricultural field. Prow
duction and preservation both
are equally important. If the
produced grain is not well pre-
served, all the efforts aimed at
food selfsufliciency ‘would be
‘of no avail. i
Trading community, State

and the Central Government,
State and Central Warehous-
ing Corporations and the Mar-
keting Corpor: tions are play-«
ing an important role in the
augmentation of storage ac-
commodation = in  Madhya
Pradesh,

(1) Godowns owned by traders . —

Storage accommodati on
owned by the traders in Ma-
dhya Pradesh is extremely elas-

tic and varies from time to

time. Any kind of covered
accommodation is pressed into
service, as occasion arises 3 ins
cluding Frooms ' in dwelling
houses. Thusit is very diffi~
cult to say with exactness
about the | storage ‘capagity

available with the traders in

the markets, It is, however,

m&Gw Guib

‘éstir‘nated that 'on an average

rth of
bout 20 lakh tonnes wortt
gemi pucca and pucca godowns

_are available with them in the

State.
(i) Government owned storage

| accommodation —

ntire storage accommoda-
tioF;L constructed by the Central
Government in Madhya Pra-
desh have been handed over to
the Food Corporation of India
from November, 1966 on an
ownership basis, following its
establishment in the af{t:gg.
imilarly the storage ac -
illi)ndlatio)rlx owned by the Sta’te
Government in Madhya Pra&
desh has been partly hande
over to thc Food Corporation
of India and partly to the State
Warehousing Corporation ml
Madhya Pradesh on rgntg
basis with effect from June1969.

(Positioh in M. tonnes ds on 31-12-71)

(ii) Storage accommodation w{ned
by the Food Corporation of Enfdaa "
- » of the important func-.
tiooﬁfr;l(dof the Food Corporatmiri
of India is to undertake S'(ias
entific storage of ["oodgraufD
and assist the Govermmﬁnt{f ;
the maintenancs of bu tfle
stocks for supply among ;
consumers to the deficit poc 0
ets. With this aimm 10 vxac_a
the Food Corporation of” Ip t1
has chalked ont a progxqm?f
for the construction of SCIG?‘l
fic storage in | the coudq ry;
Food Corporation of In 13.11;
known as the best agency ?yga :
able in the State for the scien
tific storage of f odgrains, '
The figures given be{owﬁg1v<=:
an idea of the storage gé:,cﬁne
modation ava‘xlable with th
Food Corporation of India 1n
Madhya Pradesh.

Jin M.P. :

Storage accommodation available with the F.C.1 M.
bl Under con- Total storage
Division Hired Owned struction accoén;n(;;;ianon
21250 : )
13,821 34,000 ; L
ggzgxr 90,268 25,000 50,000 i
Jabalpur} ys5415 20,000 35,000 (a
%ewfﬁ- 771,042 38,450 85,2%% e
Galglior 24,793 25,000 22,000 oo
In‘Zlore 20,207 Nil 1(_),_~ 4 i

Total M.P.2,41,546 1,42,450

e

ta-

From the date of the €s i
blishment of the Food Cmp_or‘
ation of India’s Unitin Madhya
Pradesh, it is working as the

pure

Government aswell as the Con-

tral Government, for the pur.
pose of State Tradm'g of food-

hase Agent of the State
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grains. As such, whatever
quantities of foodgrains are
purchased in the State under
the Food policy in force, are
stored by the Food Corporation
of India as per orders issued
by the Central and the State
Government from time to time,
In this way, the Food Corpora-

tion of India does not come in
direct contact with the farmers
in so far as preservation of
foodgrains and other agricul-
tural commodities are concern-

ed. Itisonly the Warehouse
Corporation which comes in
direct contact with the farmers.
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