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Australian Prime Minister Visits
Sydney Murugan Temple

ANTHE SAIVA R

www.thennadu.org -20- ASTA® - 2A1Fd BHBiHeT 2024



aspEblipran Aawoub. osmssdlsh, wmplursomb.

Siva P.Ketharan
English Editor — Thennadu

Thennadu Tamil Atheenam (Madam) — Australia
+61 49949 3300, ketharan@thennadu.org

How do you know a Tamil person is Tamil?
They will tell you. That is the extent of the im
mense pride and respect that we Tamils shower
our language and culture with. It’s a millennia-old
culture with values that have stood the test of time
and hence, certainly should have a Tamil Heritage
Month in January in Australia which is home to
around 100,000 Tamils nationwide. Tamil is the
oldest language and culture in the world and calls
for recognition. Its ancient values align with the
cultural values of Modern Australian society and
would benefit all parties if such a month is de-
fined in the Australian calendar. Tamil Heritage
Month will aim to preserve and propagate the
ancient Tamil language and culture for the next
generation of the Tamil diaspora within Australia
whilst also setting a precedent for other nations to
follow suit. Additionally, it also aims to celebrate
the Tamil language and literature and facilitate
and encourage research on the antiquity and con
tinuity of the literary heritage.

Declaring Tamil Heritage Month in January the
Tamil month of Thai would immensely preserve our
language within Australia. Tamil’s linguistic history
spans over two millennia, with ancient texts such as
Tolkappiyam, which not only detail the language’s
grammar but also reflect the social and cultural life of
the time. For the Tamil diaspora, including younger
generations born and raised outside of native lands
the preservation of our language is essential for

TAMIL HERITAGE MONTH AUSTRALIA

maintaining a connection to their heritage, identity,
and cultural values. For the next generation living in
the diaspora, Tamil Heritage Month could serve as
a powerful educational and cultural resource, en-
suring that children and youth are not only exposed
to the language but also inspired by its beauty and
historical significance. This could include cultural
events such as Melbourne and Sydney’s Pongal
Festivals held every January where young people
can learn and engage with the language and
culture, in a meaningful, interactive way.

During Tamil Heritage Month, the community
could host exhibitions, performances, and work-
shops that bring Tamil arts to life for people from
all backgrounds. Bharatanatyam, a classical dance
form known for its elegance and expression, and
Carnatic music concerts could introduce audiences
to the deep spiritual and artistic dimensions of
Tamil performance arts. In addition to performanc-
es and exhibitions, interactive workshops in these
art forms would invite community members of all
backgrounds to experience Tamil culture firsthand,
allowing for a richer appreciation of its depth and
history.

In conclusion, declaring an Australian Tamil
Heritage Month would be bountiful in recognising
the great efforts of the Australian Tamil diaspora
to the nation and will aid in preserving the
language and culture of our people.

-21-
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The Nainativu Nagapoosani Amman Temple
(pulleondiey msLyFes Sibwesr Gamuled , a globally
revered site of spiritual and historical impor-
tance, is located on Nainativu Island, just off
the coast of the Jaffna Peninsula in northern
Sri Lanka. Known for its deep cultural roots,
the temple draws countless Saiva devotees,
tourists, and religious enthusiasts due to its
unique architectural and cultural significance.

Historical Significance

The temple is also closely associated with
the Naga serpent, representing fertility, pros-
perity, and the cycle of life, a symbol much
respected in Saivam. A statue of the snake,
as old as 8000 years old, stands centred and
tall in the middle of the temple. Each year,
colourful festivals and vibrant rituals are held
at the temple, drawing crowds who come to
participate in the spiritual celebrations, adding
to the lively atmosphere that permeates the
site. Nainativu Nagapoosani Amman Temple has
a respected history, marked by both resilience
and worship. The historical stories have been

www.thennadu.org
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Nainai Nagapoosani Amman T emple

documented by etching
it in meticulous detail on
the temple’s chariot.
Each engravement
tells the tale of each
hardship the temple
has faced. This also in-
cludes its destruction
during the Portuguese

Nianthri Vijekumaran

invasion. Despite such Grade 9,
events, the temple stands | StMargarets Grammar

today as a cherished site
where devotees believe Amman once resided,
voffering inspiration to those who visit.

Cultural Significance

The temple's architecture, characterised by
its colourful style, it is a remarkable example
of South Indian temple design. Its intricate
structures and vibrant arches showcase the
artistry and devotion of the Saiva faith. Beyond
its aesthetic appeal, the temple’s significance
lies in its association with the goddess Naga-
pooshini Amman, who symbolises fertility,
protection, and rebirth. As the only location
in Sri Lanka believed to contain a part of Am-
man's divine scattered body, the bangle, it is
considered a highly sacred place. Nainativu
Nagapoosani Amman Temple is one of the
64 Shakti Peedam of Saivam, and is the only
temple in Sri Lanka to hold that honour. The
temple is reputed for its Veduvak Thiruvala
and Thepa Thiruvula.

Located 23 miles off the coast of Jaffna,
the only means to reach Nainatheevu island
is by ferry. Although the commute may be
challenging devotees undertake this journey
appreciating the richness of spirituality at the
temple. Despite the distance and the effort
required, the Nainativu Nagapooshini Am-
man Temple remains a cherished symbol of
Saiva cultural heritage, embodying centuries
of devotion, tradition, and resilience.
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An Introduction to the Periya Puranam,

Chromcles of Devotion’

Periya Puranam, the Tamil literary master-
piece, is more than a historical record; it’s a
profound testament to faith and devotion that
has resonated across centuries. Penned by the
revered poet Sekkizhar in the 12th century,
Periya Puranam immortalizes the lives of the
63 steadfast devout Saivite saints, known as
the Nayanar/Nayanmar. These figures, drawn
from varied walks of life— poets, potters,
hunters, toddy drawer, washer, fishermen,
weavers, kings and many more—embodied
an unwavering devotion to Lord Shiva, illumi-
nating the path of Tamil Saivism with tales of
immense sacrifice, fervor, spiritual discipline,
leading to intense personal transformation
and miraculous deeds, effectively destroy-
ing any and all concepts of self-worth and
personal merit regarding spirituality, which
stem from constructs like casts, pedigree and
stature of nobility.

Originally titled Thiruthondar Puranam,
meaning “Epic of the Blessed Servants,” the
text was later revered as Periya Puranam, or
“The Great Epic,” for its encompassing repre-
sentation of Saivite devotion. This masterpiece
follows the path laid out by (Nambi Aarurar)
Suntharamurthy Nayanar’s Thiruththonda
Thokai, an 11-verse compilation listing the
devotees of Lord Siva. Sekkizhar expanded
upon these verses, in conjunction with the
www.thennadu.ory

'~ Thiruthondar Thiruvan-
' thathi, penned by Nam-

| an epic that honored each

L al liberation, claiming it’s
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biyandar Nambi, creating

saint’s journey to spiritu-
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2023 Batch,
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place as the finale of the
12 Thirumurai system of
the Saiva clan via 4253
pristine Tamil versus.

Origins and Influences of Periya Puranam.

At a time when war was but a tale and Tamil
literature and culture flourished as one, Sek-
kizhar was appointed by the Chola king Ku-
lothungan Il. Due to the king’s persuasions
with texts of other competing religions like
Seevaka Chinthamani, the fifth of the ‘Five
great epics’, Sekkizhar sensed the urgency
of the lack of great enough original Saivite
Tamil epics, birthed in the land and ways of
Tamil people themselves. He saw the ruling
potential of the dynasty and the spiritual po-
tential which fueled it, diminish as the King
himself was heeding to the calls of concepts
of Shrinkram and materialistic fascinations of
mundane life. With the ideology that paththi
(Bhakti) should be the only waking thought
for any devout Saivite, let alone the King of
the ceremonious Cholas, he parlayed with the
King regarding solutions and actions upon this
matter resulting in an agreement where he
was requested to deliver an epic, worthy of
such reverence and grasp, that it solely was
enough to place the other works of literature,
how ever great, on the back burner.

After he cited the lives of the saintly 63
having risen and attained from Tamil soil, the
court was moved considerably to the point
where the King himself requested Sekkizhar
to pursue the completion of this epic full time,
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releasing him from his ministerial duties. What
emerged was an epic that not only narrates
but also glorifies each saint’s journey equally
as much as the fruit of their toils. Periya Pu-
ranam itself was inspired by the gathering of
Shaivite devotees known as Sivanadiyar, and
their description in Thiruththonda Thokai.
This congregation took place in Thiruvarur,
a significant spiritual center, where Suntha-
ramurthy Nayanar recited the names and
praises of the Nayanars in the 11 versus.

The saints of Periya Puranam are cele-
brated for their extraordinary acts of faith,
ranging from material renunciations to heroic
demonstrations of loyalty to Shiva as a small
snippet of the large spectrum on which they
fall. These stories serve as timeless examples
of devotion, inspiring generations of Saivites
and enriching Tamil literature with a spiritual
heritage as intended by Sekkizhar.

This introductory piece begins our journey
into these lives, exploring the saints not only
as religious icons but also as figures whose
lives intertwined with the social, political,
and cultural fabrics of Tamil society, explor-
ing the origin and limits of sacrifice, sense
of self, attachment, pain, carnage, devotion,
materialism, spirit, spirituality, gender, norm,
faith, servitude and surrenderance, through

= | *:'l' pg
i

intense encounters. In forthcoming articles,
we’ll delve deeper into each saint’s life,
unraveling the personal sacrifices, mystical
experiences, and timeless messages embed-
ded in their stories.

The Saints and their Devotion

The Nayanars’ paths to Lord Shiva varied
but converged in their unfaltering devotion.
They represent a diverse mix: from kings like
Pugazh Chola to humble devotees like Kan-
nappar, a hunter who offered his own eyes to
the deity, and female saints such as Karaikkal
Ammaiyar, revered as the “Mother of the
Paththi (Bhakti) movement.” This diversity
underscored a revolutionary idea in Tamil
literature: caste, occupation, or gender could
not limit spiritual elevation or the potential
for divine union.

A/
J/
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The ensemble of the saintly 63: (Individual saints)

1. Tiruneelakandar 22. Kurumbar of Perumizhalai | 43. Kaliyar

2. lyarpagayar 23. The lady of Karaikal (Ammaiyar) | 44. Sathiyar

3. Marar of Illlayankudi 24. Apputhi Adikal 45, Ayyadigal The Kadava King
4. Meyporular 25. Thiruneelanakkar 46. Kanampullar

5. Viranmindar 26. Naminanthi Adikal 47. Kariyar

6. Amarneethiyar 27. Thirugnanasampanthar 48. Nindraseer Nedumarar
7. Eripathar 28. Kalikkamar of Eyars 49. Vayilar

8. Enadinathar 29. Thirumoolar 50. Munayaduvar

9. Kannapar 30. Thandi Adikal 51. Kazharsingar

10. Kungiliya Kalayanar 31. Moorkar 52. Indankazhiyar

11. Manakkanjarar 32. Somasimarar 53. Cheruthunayar

12. Arivattayar 33. Chakkiyar 54. Pugazhthunayar

13. Anayar 34. Chirappuliyar 55. Kotpuliyar

14. Moorthiyar 35. Chiruthondar 56. Pusalar

15. Murugar 36. Kazharitrarivar 57. Mangayarkkarasiyar
16. Rudrapasupatiyar 37. Gananathar 58. Nesar

17. Thirunalaippovar 38. Kutruvar 59. Kochengatcholar

18. Thirukkuripputhondar 39. Pugazh Cholar 60. Thiruneelakanda Yazhppanar
19. Sandeswarar 40. Narasingamunayar 61. Sadayanar

20. Thirunavukkarasar 41. Athipaththar 62. Isaignaniyar

21. Kulachirayar 42. Kalikkampar 63. Suntharar.

The other nine groups, categorized as
saintly, are:

1. Sivachariyars who take abode in Chidam-
baram (Thillai Vaazh Anthanar)

2. Poets who aren’t slaves to falsehood (Poy-
yadimai lllatha Pulavarkal)

3. Humble devotees (Paththarai Panivarkal)
4. Those who sing only the Lord’s praises
(Paramanaiye Paduvarkal)

5. Those with their mind always dwelling on
Lord Siva (Chitthatthai Sivanpale Vaitthavarkal)
6. Those born in Thiruvarur (Thiruvarur
Pirantharkal)

7. Those who practice worship thrice daily to
Siva (Muppothum Thirumeni Theenduvarkal)
8. Saints who adorn the sacred ash all
over their body. (Muzhu Neeru Poosiya
Munivarkal)

9. Saiva devotees, wherever they live.

www.thennadu.org -25-

(Appalum Adi Sarnthar)

This epic does not just record the saints’
lives but emphasizes the unifying power of
devotion and the default state of inclusivity
of the Sivanadiyar and the broader Saiva clan.
Each story reflects the principle that even
everyday acts, when dedicated with pure
intent, are elevated to divine acts of worship.

The Periya Puranam remains a corner-
stone in Tamil spiritual literature, not only
as a chronicle but as an inspiration for
generations. It has been recited and celebrated
for centuries, reinforcing Tamil devotion
to Lord Shiva and the undying legacy of
these saints. Through this series, Thennadu
aims to honor these spiritual forebears and
celebrate their contributions to Tamil spiritual
and literary traditions.
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Miracles of Saiva Saint

Thirugnanasampanthar Swamikal

Thirugnanasampanthar was a Saiva poet/
saint, who lived in the seventh century CE.He is
one of the most prominent saints amongst the
63 Nayanars. Sampathar’s entire collection of

Sampanthar sang a hymn that goes as follows:

OIS L INTIpULD 1oL SISTBTAPLD DT QiT

HEDL 2 @L LDENEVLDSHEIT HIEDEOT 6T LDBILDaIT,

ysafl SaniuaL Bain Sas utLajb ObGai,
ST ULT FL BbBAPIRWSH QIT L0,

CasaDT® eNPland UTGIT ObLPHL GO AIDVIZIENT
ST BHIDT ST AUTHBI, @MDLD Blarml, SuBeo
BHNS1 SafLD YITanaT SWEIG LD0TF FadmeaIai® Hamm
enPled aumPled Gufled Lufled HEBLOLMDUZSIGW.

Maathar madappidiyum mada annamum annathu oor
Nadai yudai malaimakal Thunaiyena makilvar
Puuthavi inappadai nindru isai paadavum aaduvar
Avar padar Sadai nethumuthiyathu oor punalar
Vethamodu ezhisai paaduvar aalkadal venthirai
Irai Nurai karai poruthu vimmi ninru, ayale
Thathu avil punnai thayanku malar siraivandu Arai
Ezhil pozhil kuyil payil tharumapurampathiye.
Sivan feels happy in having the daughters
of the mountain who has a gait like the ten-
der swan and the lovable tender of a female
elephant, as his companion. Dances when

hymns about Lord Sivan is called “Thiruk
kadaikappu”. These were later collected || .

to form the first three volumes of the | LS

Thirumuraikal — one of the principle
texts for Saiva Sithantham philosophy.
Sampanthar once travelled to Tharuma

P.Abiram
SG

the groups of army of putam stand by
his side and sing.The foam of the white
waves of the deep sea dash against the
shore and increase in size. His place is
Tharumapuram which has beautiful gar
dens where the bees with wings hum

puram near Karaikal. Tharumapuram
was the birthplace of Thiruneelakan-
da Yazhpanar‘s mother. Thiruneelakanda
Yazhpanar’s relatives said that Sampanthar’s
hymns were spread all over the world due to
Yazhpanar’s Yazh. Hearing these comments,
Yazhpanar credited Sampanthar and asked
Sampanthar to sing a song he would not be
able to accompany on his Yazh.

-26-

noisily in the shining flowers of the mast-
wood tree which shed their pollen in
the neighbourhood.

Yazhppanar was unable to accompany
Sampanthar’s hymn on his Yazh, so he tried
to break his instrument out of anger. Sam
panthar controlled him and told him that the
songs he sang through lord’s grace could not
be contained by mere instruments.

To be continued...
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Why and How of Creation-

Example

Last month Summary :

Sivakan, a 8 year old kid, was talking with
his friends about Vinai, however his friends
could not fully grasp its meaning so he told
them Vinai manifests in three forms, past,
present, and future actions which shape the
soul's experiences across multiple lifetimes.
The cycle of birth, death, and rebirth is gov-
erned by the consequences of one's deeds,
with Sivan guiding the soul through these
experiences to reduce the burden of accu-
mulated karma.

Today's topic for discussion is how the world
was created and why it was created. | started
narrating about the potter in our village.

'You might have all seen the potter in our
village making the pots. What are the instru-
ments he uses to make the pots? A big potter's
wheel and a long pole are his instruments. He
brings wet clay from the pond nearby, kneads
it with more water to a desired consistency.
That kneaded clay is placed in the center of
the potter's wheel and the wheel is rotated
with the long pole.

He shapes the clay into a pot supporting
it with his hand, while the wheel is made to
move faster. Here, the cause is the clay and
the pot made from it is the effect. This clay
is the primary cause also known as material

cause. Two other causes are also required
www _thennadu.ory
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of Potter

for making the pot. The instrumental cause
is the wheel and the pole. The efficient cause
is the potter himself. Out of these three caus-
es even if one cause is absent, the pot, the
effect cannot be made at all.

The same is true with the world where
the Uyir (Jivas) are born. For creation of the
world, The Lord Almighty, like the potter, is the
efficient cause (Nimiththa Kaaranan). Just as
the potter's wheel and the long pole served as
instrumental causes in pot making, creation
of the world too has two instrumental causes.
The Lord Almighty's will (Aanai), also termed
as His inseparable Saththi (Shakti), is one in-
strumental cause. The other is the good and
bad deeds (Vinai) performed by the Uyirkal
(Souls / Jivas) as ordained by Saththi (Shakti).
The primary or material cause is Maayai out
of which the effect, the world including the
jiva's bodies etc. is affected.

Let me restate this once again. We saw that
in the process of pot making, the material
cause is the clay; the secondary cause is the
potter's wheel and the efficient cause is the
pot maker, all the three are essential. In the
same manner, maayai is the material cause;
the two-fold deed (Vinai) performed by the
Uyir (Jiva) is the secondary cause. Both are
essential for the creation of the world. The
one who affects the manifestation of the world
from its cause, is the efficient cause, the Lord
Almighty. Both the Maayai, and the two-fold
deeds (Vinai) are also eternal entities just as
Lord, the efficient cause is eternal.

Now let us see why the world is created
by the Lord. In the above example the potter
creates the pot for his own sake, to earn his
living. But why does the Lord Almighty cre-
ate various bodies etc. for the souls? What
is the reason behind it? What benefit does
he gain out of it? The Lord Almighty is of the
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nature of infinite Bliss. He is omnipotent and
everything belongs to Him. His creation is for
the sake of the souls, out of compassion for
them and not for His own sake 17

The Uyirkal (Jivas) are in bondage - in the
darkness of ignorance about the creator, the
Lord Almighty. It is called Aanavam. It atomises
the soul's intelligence (Anuthvam) thereby
incapacitating it to function. But the Lord is
compassion incarnate by nature. Hence out
of infinite compassion for the souls, He pro-
vides the body, the world etc. so that they
are given the opportunity to free themselves
of the bondage of ignorance'.

The friends were listening with awe and
wonder. They were surprised to hear such a
simplified explanation of an intricate, delicate
topic of profound importance with a simple

example of a pot maker. With the satisfac-
tion of understanding the 'why and how of
creation of the world' everyone dispersed
from there.

Saiva Philosophy Reference: The takeaway
of this story is that creation is a compassionate
act by the Lord, who serves as the efficient
cause, shaping the universe for the souls’
benefit. Like a potter making pots, the Lord
uses Maayai (material cause) and the souls'
accumulated Vinai (karma) as instrumental
causes. This creation enables souls, bound
by ignorance, to work through their karma
and progress towards enlightenment under
the Lord’s guidance.

Reference: Saiva Siddhantham — A Way of
Life by Kovai Kizhar

Today on the 13th of November 2024
Cumberland’s Greens Clr. Sujan Selventhi-
ran proposed a motion for Tamil Heritage
Week within the council from January 13th
to 19th 2025. This is an astounding initiative
undertaken by Councillor Slevan, and the
entire Tamil community applauds and ap-
preciates his efforts. The council approved
the motion enabling the conduct of many
Tamil cultural programs and workshops
to ultimately promote and maintain our

www.thennadu.org

Tamil Heritage Week Jan 13 - Jan 19th
By Cumberland Council Sydney

culture. Mr.Ketharan Partheepan, President
of School of Tamil Philosophy also got to
speak for this motion as a member of the
public and voice his wholehearted support
for ClIr Selvan in his ambitious initiatives. A
special thanks must be also given to Cum-
berland Clr. Suman Saha who seconded
and supported this motion continuing his
immense support for the Tamil community
of Western Sydney.
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