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As a Member, Deputy Mayor, and ‘M&yem: . J<hato been closely
associated with the Jaffna Municipal Council “during almost the whole
period which this Silver Jubilee celebrates. The council has had its normal

share of vicissitudes, but on the whole, it has good reason to be proud
of its work during the past twenty five years.

The basic Municipal services have always been| main agg_z/dgsﬁici_e_utiy;.; 3
QOur city is one of the cleanest, and healthiest, i
large mileage of roads well cared for and well lighted. This is an opinion

that is often corroborated bv our many visitors from other parts of Sri
Lanka, as well as from other paite_of the world.

There aro other achievements, however~-in which we take sDecial
pride. We have already provided pipe-borne water to more than half the
town. The rest of the town will soon have its water suppr¥- The magnitude
of the effort can be appreciated only by those who know the drinking water
resources of the Jaffna peninsula.” We have cleared slums wndened roads
and changed the lay out of the esplanade and the Bazaar. ~We have
continually improved electric supply and lichting. We have completed
schemes, built a Model Market and Public Library of which any city
be proud. We have provided Clinics and Dispensaries, Parks and Pla®
grounds. Our Stadium will soon be one of the best in 8ri Lanka. It hag
been of much satisfaction to me personally, that it was given to me, to play
a leading part in all these special achievements. :

Ther‘e aré many more things to do and much room for impro;rement.
In this Jubilee year 1 am proud to be leading a team of councillors whose
only aim and ambition in life, is service of the people.

Our rates are still comparatively low and our revenue inspite of
some fresh taxes, still quite inadequate. OQur ratepayers must bear with
‘us if we continue to ask for more.

It is very fortunate that we have to-day, in the person of Mr,
Felix R. Dias Bandaranaike, a minister who is a statesman. Local Government
everywhere in Sri Lanka, has gained immensely by his intelligence and
foresicht, his enthusiasm and drive, his broad-mindedness and fair play.
‘The Jaffna Municipal Council owes a great deal to him.

The Souvenir carries messages from the revered person of the Prime
Minister and from her Cabinet Colleagues who have always beon very good
friends of this city and its people. It also carries messages from some
of our very good friends who live in our mids:. It contains some very
interesting articles written by contributors who are recognised authorities
in their subjects. There are also detailed reports of the work done by
various departments of the Municipality. I am sure that the Souvenir
will be well received.

ﬂlﬁrec! 0. Q)uraiuppalt
Mayor of Jaffna.
@,,,
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()ﬂessage
grom
Ohe g)residenf

d am gla-c[ to send this %essa-ge #or the Souvenir s be
pu“i.s,mcl in conneclion with the Silver gu-&ilee Oelebrations mﬂ the
()ﬁunfcipa.l’f Oeuncil drﬂ {(}a#ﬁna.

It was 25 years ago that the Oown 05@ ;}agﬂrﬂna aequirecl the
status ci-p a %zmioipa-lilq. s constitubion was an important
milestone in the evolution 050 Local (gouern:nenf in the country «
premier Local [ma(q in the Worthern Drosvince. On this occcasion
4 ccngvaluia’e the citizens oaﬂ the town and their representalives on
ifs record acﬂ achievement. yaﬂcﬁna. is the home oqﬂ a pe@ple whe have
inherited a rich literature and culture and in Leeping with the
aspiralions dﬂ the peﬂpte, it has leen possiue ggor the %Zunicipa.l
Council ts erect and equip perlmps one mﬂ the best %unicipui

[-il’wuries i Lhe wum{rq.

While congraiulaﬂng the @ilq Fathers cﬂor the progress al-
rpaa!q made in all splwres a# its aclivilies, 4 lmpe that the enth-
stasm generafecl c!um'ug the 25th anniversariy celebrations will be
harnessed «ﬂor ﬁurﬂwr improvement agﬂ the @ihf lyq augmentling the
present waler 'supplq scheme and lu; prom'c!ing a sumﬂace a’rainuge'

SCIIE"’IG.

I am lmppq fo send miy gooa‘ wishes to the %aqor, e
WMunicipal Councillors anu the cilizens of gmﬂ#nu on this cccasion
snﬂ its Silver gul’ailee-

9. Gopallawa

President
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Colozbe, 18th Juneg;ﬁg?#.

I an very pleased to ﬁeﬁﬁ_thia nessage on
the cccazion of the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of
the Kunicipal Council of Juffna. Pweatyfive years.
iz an impervent lespdmark in the history of an
instituticn. It is elso a time for celebration

gs woll a2 a time for reflection.

The Jeffna Municipsl Council must no doubt
be having many achievements t¢ celebrate, including

a long period of dedicated service to the peopls

of Jaffna.

£% the same time, anniversgaries guch as this,
ars suitable occesions te review the pest with &
view to learning from any mistakes or shortcomings
that might heve come t¢ notice,; sund to plan the

future in even a better and realistic wauner,

: I congratulate the Jaffna Municipal Council
on this historic cccasion, snd do hope that it would
dedicate itself, with even greater zeal than in the
past, to the service of the people of the area.

S ST domana e

FRIME MINISTER.
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F@lze f.'}ﬁin[-s!er o,g \@u“irz #Jminisfméfan, i)acal @oﬂemmeni
and cqfome ?fom'rs

Zam!aq the cilizens 690 (r!mfiﬁna '?ﬁu.nicipal Osuncil
area celebrale o hisloric event, uviz., the cmnple!idn cuﬂ 25

yyears :_uﬂ service as a munfcipu[ Council:

ga‘;@{i’na %unidpal Oouncil area has pﬁpu-la-fion ﬁ'fﬁ
107,663 acc-orc!fnc; fo the 1971 census of populﬂficm-

({)wing to the (JP["G\{PJ services rendered [w the @Ef{;
Fathers, it has been possi“e fo provide inesl a# the moders

amenities such as a modern I:'[wam;, a new central nmrkef s

a Oocwn (?{a”, elecfm‘cifq.

;}aﬂm has been the centre mﬂ administralion Lﬂor the
Worthern Provinee Jor over a century and ils growth  sul-

sequm-n‘ lo ils ge”ing elevaled o %unieipal status is remark-
able.

I am veriy lr.apps; te nole that the maqor and
the COouncil are maLEng every eﬂﬂm‘f to Leep the @iiq onﬂ
> yuﬂﬂna clean and {idq. Ohis entails a ok of work ‘s’q Ahe
- WMayor and the o#ﬂieials. I beust that the %u-uicipul Fluthe-
rities witL ulmaqs continue to  maintain ,u'glt standards
c(]{eeping the @Elq clean and tidy from  the point ﬁ# view
O£ pulv;ic health and acsthelic Lm;ufq is the imperalive
responsilailifq 0£ every L eeal ﬂu”wrih;-

_ Ohe waler Su-pptq scheme in yaﬂﬂna serves onlq a

limifecj aben - and ‘!ia! f oo Juring rosfm'cfec{ lmuns. c(’t s

“imporlanl that the (Qmmciﬁ addresses its mind urgen”q to
- this pressing pra“em and ?ﬂ;im[s a solution very earlq.

Felix Re Dias @umlarauuquée

Minister of Public Administration.
Local Government and Home A ffairs.
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WMy Mo £6DIg
Winistey mﬁ Dullic Pdministralion, :
Local Qovernment and Home A daips.
Col smbs-7. yulq 11th, 1974

His Worship the Mayor,

Yaflna 1. O

Oown Hall, }mﬂ#nm

%m- C)&orskif’f
QDHicia[ Disit o ﬂJa”na

Tth jiu[g to Oth j!l[g 1974

& am wriling to eonvey the sincere lhanks of my wile and.
mqse#) ﬂm- the warm receplion and lavish IwSpifulifq given lo us
clm-ing our recenl visit to ganﬂnﬂna. Ohe arrangements were enﬁrelq

exce”ent and I thank Yyou nﬂor the hard work thal you must have

put in to make the programme a Success.

Wiy wi#e and cg,were.uerq in;_::pressed by ”:e_clean[iness.ol Your
cily. Ohe standard was indeed ner.._q.lt_ig’t,-:aml J wish that the other
Urban cenlres oﬂ the cowsitry will fake your cily-as a medel in 4his
respect. 4 lmpe that such Iugh standards -bﬂ eleanliness will ke

maintained Lq your cily in the ':ﬂu{ure.'foo.

d was very pleasetl with the requ response given lm the
Qouncillors and you to my request that 20 per cent of your lmclgeled
revenue should be spent on development. I have noled that your
COouncil has a_la.-em.f_q allocated 16 per cent g@cr Jvm‘[(spmenf purpeses
and that it will strive to increase that amound te 20 per cent in the
near fulure. %i”l.e#.ﬂecfive\-ﬂinanciul management _mﬂ that tupe Lhe
Usuncil can _ﬂace the iulur_e with the ulmost canlﬂiaf@nc&

I count it a great ,p_riﬂil-qge to have parlicipated in the Silver
guéitee celebrations o# your municipa[ Couneil. %aq the .@ihl of
guﬂrﬂnu _prosper and may the cily administration continue fo provide
amenities which caler to the enm&om‘, cenvenience and mel#ure oﬁ ils
citizens.

Your sincerely,

Minister o f Public Administration,
Local Government and Home A ffuirs,
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%essage

from

6!19 {minisﬂof o,ﬂ zgrrigaﬁion, @m&er & g&g!mmqs

I have great p!auszwe in  ISSUing @  Imessage oiﬂ
greetings o lhe ya:ﬂﬂna mzmicipui Council on the occasion q@

its silver ju&i!ee celebrations.

%Lg association with %Nm dales back to the perimy
when J was a student af St Joha's.  Ohen a# course,
ga:ﬂﬁna fown was nol adminislered éq a %unicipat Oouncil.

Since ga-ﬁﬂna reached municipal stalus in 1949 the
Jeuelﬂpmenf eﬂ the tswn has been remarkable. gaqﬂﬁna torn
boasts Gqﬂ a (ﬂin_e nelwork orﬂ mmo[s, very woll uminfainecl;

her e!acfrfcifq su-ppl{q and distribution sysfom is  so  well

managea’ that (he guﬂ-ﬁnm %unicipal Oouncil  has  becosne
one ozﬂ the _@eqlon (glecfricifq Board's best customers. Hecord-
Englq, the @eqfon (gleclricifq' Roard is now plunniug {o
establish mlclifidnal sub-stations within the mu.nicipul limils
to #m'féer improve IHze oleelrical supplq and  disteibulion ouﬂ
the {fown.

Ohe remarkable Jeﬂelopmenf of gaﬂﬂna, our Ino;«”wrn
capifa[ cily, devives censidera“q .ﬂrom the dedicated sons oﬂ
ga-ﬂﬂn@ ‘who have come -ﬁurwaﬂcl to serve the Muuicipa.lilq
as cily geaflwrs. I wish the Silver ((}ulailee Oelebralions aﬁ
the gaﬂﬁnu Miunicipal Qouncil all success.

Waithripala C’enanuqu’:o_
Minister of Irrigation, Power & Highways



Qﬁessage

Jfrom

Ohe '{}ﬁini;l’sr a‘! @arliameniarq Tdﬂﬂairs & ijwés
and @Aioﬂ Qovemmen& Q@Aip

Ohe ga-ﬂnﬂnu @eniusulu has a speciut
p[aca in my hearl because J had my education
there. d am therefore Specia”q glml that J
am: able 1o send this message on the 'occasion
of the Silver Jubilee 09@ the ,(}mﬂnpna municipwl
Qouncil .

((ylaﬂﬂnu has had a wvery nﬂine reputation
ﬁor Cgports and I pre that when the time
comes aﬂﬁr you to celebrate your @}olden ﬂulu'lee

Hour. C‘jporfsn-nen will hold a pre-emineni position

in the Island.

C(K. {B &ainaqu!}a

Minister of Parliamentary A ffairs & Sports
and Chief Government Whip



message

Srom

@oﬂsmmen£ ﬂgem‘, yaﬂﬂna Distriot

1 have great pleasure in sending this message to this
souvenir, which marks the Silver Jubilee of the Jaffna Municipality.
I am happy to note that the celebrations will include Agricultural,
Industrial and Cultural Exhibitions, which I am certain will he of
great educational value.

On an occasion like this it would be appropriate to look
back over the period of these twenty five years which have rolled
by, and 1 am =sure, it would be gratifying to note the outstanding
achievements of the City Fathers. The living monuments which
stand out to mark this vista of time, are the Housing Schomes. the
Medical and Sanitary Services, the Parks and Playgrounds, the
Public Library, the Open Air Theatre, the Model Market and the
Stadium. It would be a fitting bouquet to the Mayor and the City
fathers, if I ropeat the glowing tributes paid by foreign and local
visitors that Jaffna is one of the cleanest cities in the Island.

When ono dips into the chronicles of the past. one scans
the names of very able and distinguished City Fathers, who have
contributed in no small measure towards the building up of this
Clity. 1t is significant to note that the Mayor Mr. Alfred Duraiappah
has played a dynamic role ip the shaping of this city from about
the begining of this quarter century continuously either as a mem-
ber or Mayor. It would be no exaggeration if | were to say that
it is due to his indefatigable offorts and sustained interests in the
affairs of the Council, that he has earnod a prominent placa in the
history of the Jaffna Municipal Council.

1 therefore take this opportunity to congratulate the Mayor
and the City Fathers for their life of sacrifice and unstined devotion
in the cause of the poople and wish that the Jaffna MllulGlpdlhy‘
will grow to be the model of cities in Sri Lanka.

WIMAL AMARASEKERA
Government Agent, Jaffna District.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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message

Sfrom

C‘Lparinéanded oﬂ @olioe, yaﬂﬂna @iuision.

On behalf of the Police of Jaffna and myself, [ am pleased
to salute the Jaffna Municipality on its Silvor Jubilee Celabra tions.

Jaffna Municipality has earned a great raputation for keeping
the city clean and providing some excollont services. Under the
dynamic leadership of His Worship tho Mayor Mr. A. T. Duraiappah
it continues to uphold its traditions. In the short period I have
been acquainted with the Jaffna Municipality 1 was most impressed
with the diligence, devotedness, the efficiency and spirit of service
with which its employees led by the Mayor and the Commissioner
are working, This was bast demonstrated in the manner in which
it tackled the Cholera epidemic which threatened to be endemic
here and led by that dynamic lady Mrs. Duraiappah the Health Chief
of the Municipality, by sustained efforts completely stamped it
out within a few months. The way thoy quickly reacted and-set
about proventive measures is indead an exampls to the other lo-
cal authorities in the country.

We are glad to be associated with its Silver Jubilee Calabra -
tions which have bean organised with customary efficiency and
javishness in providinz the best to please its citizens,

I wish the celebrations all suaccess.

J. D. N, ARIYASINGHE
Superintendent of Police, Jaffna Division,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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message

from

@Ereoﬁor oﬂ (’%\f/ucah’-on, Worthern GQegion.

It gives me great pleasure to send this mossage of feli-
citations to tho Mayor and the Souvenir Committee on the occasion
of the Silver Jubilee Colobrations of the Jaffna Municipal Chaneil
I wish to thank the Organisers for giving me this opportunity
to associate myself with this happy cvent.

Every ratepayor of the jaffna Municipal Council will endorse
the splendid progress the Council has made during the last 25 yoars.
The Mayor and the Council have done a lot for the welfara of the
peopls of the arca. 1 am surs that the yeomen service randered
by every one connected with the conduct of the Council during
the last 20 years will bo writ large in letters of gold in the annals
of the Local Govt. institutions in Sri Lanka. Special mention must
be made of the significant contribution made by the present Mayor
to raise the status of the Jaffna Municipal Council to the proasent
elevated position. The genial and amiable personality of the Mayor,
Mr. A. T. Duraiappah has no doubt gone a great way in winning
the confidence of the ratepayers of the Jaffna Municipality. I also
wish to refer to the excellent services to School Health, and the
traffic arrangements made by the Mayor in and around Schools
within the Council limits.

1 wish the Mayor and the Members of the Council every
succoss in the future and | do hope that the Municipal Council
will continue to be a model Council for others to follow.

- T. MANICKAVASAGAR
Director o f Education, Northern Region

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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THE CITY OF JAFFNA

A BRIEF HISTORY

THE ORIGINS 7

The northern part of Sri Lanka now
roughly covered by the district of Jaffna
{abbreviated form of Jafnapatam, from the
Tamil Yalppana pattinam) was known in
the early days as Nagadipa (Tamil Nakativu
Sinhalese-Prakrit Nakadiva). There is reason
to belicve that it was onc of the many
small kingdoms fouand in the island in the
earliest period of its history and was among
the first to be absorbed into the Anura-
dhapura kingdom. The governor of this
region, and possibly even the earlier
independent ruler, was known as Diparaja
{a title which seems to have survived in the
Tamil Tipaitaraivan Sussegwer of the
medieval inscriptions), that is, the ruler of
{(Magaldipa, The Sammohavinodani, a Pali
work, refers to the son of a ruler of
_ Anuradhapura who was sent to rule over
Nagadipa with the title Diparaja, This prince
it is stated. was blind in one eye (this
may be the origin of the legend of the blind
ruler of Jafima, popular known as Yalpati).
A Diparaja is also mentioned in one of the
pre-Christian cave inscriptions from Mihintale.
The seat of government of the rulers and
later adminisirators of Nagadipa is not known.

No archaeological excavation has been
undertaken in- the preseat city of Jaffna.
The only surviving remains of early, that
is pre-Portvguese, buildings here comprise
two inscribed stone pillars and some stone
bricks with lotus and other motifs carved
on them. On one of the inscribed pillars is
- a Tamil record of the
while the other carries an inscription of
the fifteenth century. Since the Portuguese
are konown to have carried stones from
structures several miles away to build their
fort, church and other edifices in the
present site of the Jaffna town one cannot
be certain that these remainsg are from
buildings erected there in early times,

eleventh century

~

Dr: KARTHIGESU INDRAPALA
University of Sri Lanka.

Until the foundation of an independent
kingdom ia the north in medieval times,
there is no evidence about Juffna” or any
other “ place that served as the northern
capital. This medievel kingdom, better known
as the Jaffna kingdom, was founded some-
time in the first half of the thirtesnth
century. A place called Cinkainakar (Sans-
krit Simha—nagara, the Lion City) seeas
to have been the capital
when it was founded. This plicz was” un-
doubtedly the capital of the kingdom when
the Ariya-cakkaravartti dynasty was ruling
there in the fhurteenth century. The early

works of Jaffna, such as the Cekaraca-
cekara = malai, Cekaraca - cekaram and the
Taksina « kailaca - puranam, make it very

clear that Cinkainakar was the seat of the
Ariya-cakkaravarttis, The only Tamil ins-
cription in the island mentioning an Ariva-
cakkaravartti of Jaffna 2lso refers to

of this kingdom

Cinkainakar as his seat. This is aninscription

from Kotagama (Kegalle District).
fifteenth century this city is refzrred to in
its abbreviated form of Cinkii in the ins-
criptions of Arikesari Parakarama Pandva

(1422—1461) of South Iadia. It is clear
from  these references that Cinkai or
Cinkainakar was the capital of the Jaffna

kingdom in the early period of its history.

The later chroniclss of‘]aﬂ"rm; howevar

do not mention Cinkiinakir as the capital

of the kingdom. Yalppani -vaipava - malai
and Kailaya - malai give Nalur as the
capital of the first Ariya-cakkaravartitis who
are usually referred to in these works as
Cinkai  Ariyaps, that is the Ariyan rulers
of Cinkai. But Naliur is not mentioned
in any of the earlisr Tamil works or in
the inscriptions, It has, therefore, been
suggested that Cinkainakar was the first
capital and Nallur the second, established
in the fifteenth century after the conquest
of the kisgdom by Sapumal Kumaraya

€342
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{(Tamil-Cenapaka Perumal), the Kerala prince
from the Kotte kingdom who ruled as viceroy
of Jaffna and later became King of Kotte
under the name Bhuvanekababu (VI). On
the other hand the Sinhala literary works
of the fifteenth century refer to the seat
of the Jaffna rulers as Yapa-patuna (the

Sinhala form of Yalppana-pattinam). The

fourteenth century Muslim traveller Ibn
Batuta states that he visited an Ariya-
cakkaravariti at a place called Battala, which
some have attempted ro identify with Puttalam
on the western coast of the island. But
‘the topographical details furnished by this
Muslim traveller show that this place was
somewhere to the north of Manmpar. It is
quite possible that Ibn Batuta was referring
to Yalppana - pattinam, Pattinam has the
variants pattanam and pattalam. Tn fact
the Portuguese historian Fernao de Queyroz
gives Jaffna-en -putalam as a varaint of
Jaffna - patao by which name Jaffna was
referred to in Portvguese, What is more
interesting is that he refers to Kolumpu-
turai, the port area of Jaffna town, as the
*port of Patalao which is also called Columbo.’
Iin another place he refers to this port as
Patanao, a pame often used for the whole
of the Jzffna town, not only in the period
of Portuguese 1ule but even in modern times.
It appears that 1bn Batuta’s Battala, like
Queyroz’s Patalao, was only a variant of
the abbreviated form Pattanam which stood
for Yalppana - pattinam. In that case lbn
Batuta’s evidence may indicate that already
in the fourteenth century the capital of
the northern kingdom was known as Yal-
ppana - pzitinam. On the other hand, it is
possible that the Muslim traveller met the
ruler of Jaffua at a place which was not
the capital.

Twe Tamil sources of the fifteenth
century from South India refer to a place
called Yalppana - nayan - pattinam which is
identifiable with the capital of the Jaffna
kingdom. One is an inscription of A. D.
1435 from Tirumanikuli and the other is
the literary work Tirrupukal.

’ The Portuguese sources inform us that
at the time of the arrival of the Portuguese

in the island, that is in the first decade
of the sixteenth century, the seat of the
rulers of Jaffna was Nallur, But they refes
to the kingdom as that of Jaffna - patao an
obvious Portuguese form of Tamil Yalppana-
pattinam or - pattanam. This Tamil form is
to bs found in the granis of the seventeenth
century issued by the Setupati rulers of
Ramnad (Ramanathapuram in South India).

Thus, we have Cinkainakar, Yalppana
pattinam and Nallur being mentioned in
ihe literary works and inscriptions as the
capital of the Jaffna kingdom. Whether
these three namecs refer to ihe same place
or not has b:zen a matter of some contro-
versy. But a comparative study of all these
referesnces shows thai these names were
applied to the same city or to places very
close to each other and that after the
Portuguese intrusion the section whzre the
palace of the last kings was situated came
to be exclusively known as Naliur while
the section occupied by the Portuguese came
to be known as Jaffna - patao. This latter

place formed the nucleus of the modern town,

EARLY DESCRIPTIONS

It is possible, therefore, that the ori-
gins of the city of Jaffaa date back to ihe
time of the medieval Tamil kings, if not
earlier. [t apppears that the main buiid-
ings of the city at that timz were near the
sea, presumably somewhere in the region of
the preseat fort. The Kotagama Tamil inscrip-
tion refers to ‘Cinkainakar with its rising
and resounding waters’ (Ponkoli nir Cinkai-
nakar), an obvious indication of the fact
that it was . close to the sea. That the Jaifna
kings had a fortified structure built at the
site of the present fort was remembered even
at the time of the British conquest, nsarly
one hundred and eighty years after the fall
of the kingdom. Robert Percival, who was
in Sri Lanka at the tims of the British
conquest, stales:

** The king of Jafnapatam built a smail
fort here against the incursions of
the Moors and Malabars, It was taken
by the Portuguese in 1620 and lost:
by them in 1658.”
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The incursions ofthe Moors and Malabars
seem to refer to the South [ndian invasions
of the fifteenth century.

Prior to the fificenth century, no des-
cription of Jaffna is available in our sources,
In the fifteenth century, the Sinhala sandesa
poems give a brief description of the city
but this is mainly poetic and is, therefore,
unreliable. The Kokila Sandesaya, for inst-
ance, describes it as a city with rows of
large, tall buildings and gateways very much
like Kinnaresvara’s beautiful city of Alaka-
manda famed in legend. The Tamil chro-
nicles of Jaffna do not give any description
of this place. From the information given

in these sources, it appears that Sapumal
Kumaraya, the prince who sacked Jaffna
in the middle of the fifteenth century,

rebuilt parts of the city, The Yalppana-vaipava-
malai which refers to him as Puvanekapaku
(Bhuvanckabahu, the name he adopted later
when he became ruler at Kotte), credits him
with the building of the new city. A Tamil
inscription, datable to this period, was fouad
on a stone pillar built into the floor of a
later building at Main Strect, Jaffna. This
architectural member may be from & structure
erected in'the time of Sapumal Kumaraya,
Unferiunately the record is fragmentary,

The Europeans who frequented Jaffoa
from the beginning of the sixteenth century
have left us more reliable accounts of the
place. In the sixteenth century, the king of
Jaffna held his court in Nallur, which the
Poriuguese describe as the only city in the
kingdom. When the Jaffna kingdom feil at
the beginning of the seventeenth century,
there were inm Nallur, besides the palace of
the Tamil ruler, the renowned Hindu temple
of Kandaswamy, the Vira-ma-kali-amman
temple. some 'other Hindu temples, a Cath-
olic hermitage under the invocation of Our
Lady of Victory as well as some store-houses
and fortifications. The area surrounding
the present Jaffna Fort was at that time
*the town and praca of the Portuguese,” The
Pcrtuguese had puiled down some of the
earlier structures here, including a mosque
which was overlooking the quay. This mos~
que was destroyed in 1614 and on that spot

was ouilt a church—a new church of Qur
Lady of Victory which came to be known
later as the church of Our Lady of Mi-
racles. Kolumputurai was the port. Bat-

- ween Kolumputurai and Nallur tkere was

a stockade which alone appe:rs to have
retained the name Cinkainakar (the Chungui-
naynar of the Portuguese). The fort area is
no doubt the oldest section of the present
Jaffna city proper.

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

In 1619 the Portuguese for the first
time succeeded in annexing Jaffna to their
Asian empire. But on account of the cone
tinuing Tamil opposition to Portuguese rule
they were not in a position to use Nallur
as their capital, This resulted in the choice
of the present site of the town ‘of Jaffna
as the Portuguese headquarters. Filipe de
Oliveira, the Portuguese officer who was
in control of Jaffna after the annexation,
began on the fifteenth of August 1620 to
build a small fort euclosing the Franciscaa
church of Our Lady of Miracles in the
place which is now occupied by the enlarg-
ed fort. When this fort was built the
Portuguese forces at Nallur were withdrawn
to this place. But it' was in 1621 that de
Oliveira transferred the capital from Naliur
to the new towa of Jafanapatao. This place
was easier to defend as it could be reinforced
by sea.

The fortification of the new town come
menced only in 1624. The real foundation
of the modern town may be said to have
been laid in that year. None of the build
ings of the time of the Jaffna rulers seems
to have been spared and the nucleus of
the modern town consisted of only the
structures erected by the Portuguese. Among
these were some churches, including the
renowned Franciscan church of Our Lady
of Miracles, ths Misericordia (a charitable
institution for the relief of the poor and
the sick, the education of foundlings, or-
phans and the buarial of the dead ) founded
by de Oliveira, a hospital, the house of the
Captain-Major, threec convents founded by
the three Catholic orders and a Franciscan
College. While the work on the foriification
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was in progress there was a termpest” in
1627 which caused much damage to the town.

Férpao de Queryroz has left an account
of this tempest and the following are excerpts

from this:

_ +In the year 1627 on the 20th of Febru-
ary in the waning of the Moon du:ing
the summer on that coast, thick clouds
were seen to lower with fearful dark-
pess; they were borne at the same
time by contrary winds on the Saturday
tefore the first Sunday of Lent, and
by night the storm burst with raging

' winds and such high tide as to sweep
over the land; and this storm lasted
tiil two o'clock in the afternoon of
Sunday, when it abated to some extent...
It went on the whole evening and night,
again deluging the land and laying low
the buildings. On the following morn-
ing, the wind... blew steadily north-east
and with greater fury devastated what
remained, being accompanied by a heavy
bailstorm... By 10 o’clock of the day
ihe wind turred west with such force,
that the waves of the sea dashed on
the walls, windows and verandahs of
ike neighbouring houses, shaking them
and destroying them by the force of
¢he waters, Men rushed out of them
in fright and heedless of their wives,
and wives heedless of their children
and of themselves, in the garb in which
they happened to be and disordered
by the wind, shouting in the streets and
beseeching God for mercy. The wind
flung them against the walls, sometimes
on the ground, and they fell fainting
and unconscious, The soldiers assisted
them as well as they were able, and
helped them to retire, some to the
Misericordia and others to the house
of the Captain-Major, and the rest to
the Church of Our Lady of Miracles,
where their wailings added to the storm
and their tears to the innundation .
In the Church what was most feared
was that the roof might come down,
but God prevented the peril, the tiles
flying away like leaves of trees, and

the ceiling being strong, new and weil
fastened, swung thrice as if wishing
io follow the tiles, in such sort that
they could not stay in the open ror
be safe in the Church.... the waves (were)
sweeping over the land... Wond=rful to

- say the waters held back near the Porch
of the Church and there divided: on
one and the other side of the Church
submerging the Church-yard, Hospital
and Jail. Many went out with water
up to their throats te seeck some high
ground...”

This incredible storm wrought much
havoc over Jaffna. The forfification of the
town was resumed after the storm. After
de Oliveira, his successor Lancarote de
Seixas continued the work ani it was complet-
ed only in 1632. It appears that under
the Portuguesethe town did not grow beyond
this fortified area, except for some residences
just outside. The Portuguese did not enjoy
suffi-ient peace for any expansion of the
town to iake place. There were several
attacks on the town before its final capitula-
tion to the Dutch in 1658, These attacks
must have resulted in considerable damacze
to the town We find that as early as 1637,
only five years after the fortification work
was completed, Lopo Gomes de Abrew was
busy rebuilding part of the walls,

However, by 1658 it was one of the

largest and strongest foris that the Portuguese -

had in Asia. It was larger than the fort

- that the Dutch had buiit in the capital of

their Asian ewpire, namely Batavia (modern
Jakarta, capital of Indonesia). Iis walls
were of unusual height and thickness. Ths
Dutch author Baldacus, who was in Jaffna
at the time of the Dutch conquest, has left
the following description of the fortified
town :

... Being now returned to Jaffnapatan
. we considered the probabilities there.
We saw that the fort was nof to be taken
by storm, owing to the unusual height
of its walls, nor was it to b2 effccield
by mines, owing to its rocky soil when
dug out a little, nor was it to be levelled
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with the thunderings of our cannon
owing to the triple thick walls, which
would not yield to the heaviest of our
cannon shots... The Fort of Jaflnapa-

tam is a square surrounded with strong

high walls~.. it i1s larger than the Fort
of Batavia.”’
When the Duich occupied the town,

‘the church and the houses (were) repaired,
and the place (was) planted with 2 or 300
coconut trees.” They also pulled down many
of the dwelling houses which stood too
close to the canal and the fort. During
the period of Dutch rule the main build-
ings; in the town were the houses (huys) of
the various administrative officials such as
the Commandeur, Capiteyn, Coopman, On-
der Coopman, Predicant, and the Krank-
bezoeker. There was a large church in the
fort. As in the Portuguese period, there
were also churches in Vanparpcnnai and
Chundikuli, but these were not part of the
town at that time. :

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

The Duich no doubt enlarged the town
and by the end of the ecighteenth century
there was, besides the main fort, a section
without any walls called the Pettzh (Tamil
peitai - outer - town) or Black Town which
was very populous. The Britisher Robert
Percival, who, as mentioned before, was in
Sri Lanka at the time of the British con-
guest {1796), gives us the following descrip-
tion of Jaffna:

““The fort and town of Jaffna, the capital
of the district, stands at the distance
"of some miles from the sea, but com-
municates with it by means of a river
pavigable by boats ...... The fort of
Jaffna is small, but exceedingly neat
and well built. The Pettah or Black
Town without the walls, which is of a
quadrangular figure, is large and more
populous than that of Trincomalees
Since Colombo was taken possession of
- by the English, several Dutch families
have quitted it, and taken up their
residence in the neighbourhood of Jaffaa,
as the latter place is much cheaper and

better supplied with all the necessaries
of life, several of which are scarcely
to be procured in the other paris of
the island.”

But the best description of the town
as it stood at the end of the eigiheenth
century has been left by James Cordiner,
who was there in 1800:

““The fort and town of Jaffnapatam
are situated towards the northern extre-
mity of Ceylon, in 9.47° of north lati-
tude, and 80'9" of cast longitude. The
former is regularly built in the fizure of
a pentagon, with five bastions; and is
furnished with broad ditches and exten-
sive placis. It appears to be the most
modern, and is by far the neatest and
best censtructed fortress in Ceylon. It
is at the same time extremely clean, and
in a state of good repair. One side
runs parallel to the strait which sepa-
rates the peniosula of Jaffna from the
rest of Ceylon: the other sides are
environed by an open and well-cultiva-
ted plain. A large square occupies the
centre of the fort, the interior of which
is a plot of grass enclosed with neat
rails, and bounded by streets of ex-
cellent houses shaded by majestic irees.
On one side of the squsre stands a

large church, of Dutch architecture, built.

in the form of a cross, on a plain
similar to that of the church of Wolf-
endal et Colombo. At right angles to
it are situated the commodious mansion
of the commandant, and other public
buildings employed as oflices for the
purposes of government. The third
side is composed of comfortable house
‘rented from the Dutch by English
officers: and the fourth, which contains
the gate, is wmade up of barracks for
private soldiers. The only other street
within the fort runs parallel to the back
of the west side of the square: being
more obscure, it is inhabited by mecha-
nics, and the lower orders of the
commurity. - Some large buildings, ap-
parently designed as barracks and maga-
zines, lie ungccupied facing the ramparts,
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“On the same side with the church
stands 2n exiensive and well replenished
farm-yard, laid out by Colonel Barbut
completely in the English style...

«At the distance of half a mileto
the eastward stands the pettah or
outer-town, containing several thousand
inhabitants, the greater part of whom
is composed of Europeans, mixed with
various darker shades, occasioned by
their intercourse with natives. All the
streets are of a proper breadth, one
balf of them running parallel to one
another, and the other half intersecting
them at right angles. The houses are
peat and clean, and the outer walls
completely white, From their pure
appearance, we were impressed with an
idea that they had all been whitewashed
on the morning in which we entered
the town. But the same comfortable
aspect always prevails. The principal
street runs through the centre of the
town, on the high road from the fort
of Jaffnapatam towards Triocomalee,
It is finely shaded on each side bv rows
of large trees, towering above the house,
which are only one story high, but
raised a few steps from the ground on
a paved terrace: all the roofs are
covered with red pantiles, The greater
part of the verandas or porticos are
supported by pillars of wood painted
green: some of them, however, are
formed of stone, or bricks and fine
mortar. Almost all the Dutch families,
which formerly resided at Trincomalee,
have remioved to this place, which afford,
them cheaper living, and more agreeable
retirement. The country around is
fruitful : a constant bustle pervades the
daily markets; and a regular trade
with the opposite coast of India affords

many opportunities of improving a small
fortune,

**Avother protestant church stands
a little beyond the town, dignified by
the title of St. John’s. It is a coarse
building in bad repair, and is set apart
for the accommodation of mnative

Christians. Close to it is one coraer
of an elegant and spacious garden laid
out by Colonel Barbut. The gravel
walks, the borders and plots of flowers,
- the beds of vegetables, the arrangemeant
of the bushes. and smaller fruit trees,
‘are planned according to the Euglish
taste, while the outside ¢f the wallsis
surrounded by 1wo species of majestic
palms, the characteristic trees of
India...”

NINETEENTH CENTURY

Under the British, Jaffna town began
to grow as a provincial capital. The
outer-town or Pettah became more imporiaat
and the fort receded into the background.
In 1800 it was already having ‘several
thousand residents and the measures adopted
by successive officials, chief among whom
were Colone! Barbut, P. A. Dyke and
W. C. Twynham, helped the growth of this
town to the position of the second largest
in the island under the British,

The opening of new schools, churches,
streets and government departments early
in the ninsteenth ceztury gradually changed
the appearance of the town, At the beginning
of the century there stood an orphanage
and a Lutheran Church at the site of the
present Jaffna Central College and this
property was bought by missionaries in

1816 and turped into an English school
and chapel. That was the school, opened
in 1817 as the Jaffna Wesleyan E£nglish
School, which later became the Jaffna

Central College. Close to that was built
in 1823 the St. Peter’s Church which still
stands there. Similar schools and churches
were soon built in many parts of the town.

At the commencement of its rule, the
British government established a postal
system for the conveyance of official letters
and a post office was set up in Jaffaa, too.
Lc}ters were conveyed at the beginning by
paid runners. Very soon Jaffna was connected
l.ay a road to Colowbo and this kelped the
introeduction of mail coachss, The appointment
of Govermment Agents to the provincial



capitals from 1833 was to help to a great °

extent the development of these capitalss
In Jaffna the Government Agents P. A. Dyke
{who was first appointed Collector of Jaffna
in 1829 and later administered as G. A.
from 1833 to 1867 with a brief break in
i843} and W. C. Twynham (who was first
Dyke’s understudy, later succeeded him
in 1867 and continued till 1895) contributed
much to tbe development of the town.
Dyke went to the extent of buying land
with his own private means to lay the Old
Park and spent many years beautifying it.

By the middle of the nineteenth century
a hospital which grew into the present
Government Civil Hospital had been built.
At the beginning it was not a government
concern but was run by the Jaffna Friend-in-
Nez=d Society. It was taken over by the
government in 1906 and was opened in 1907
as the Government Civil Hospital, By the
third quarter of the ceptury the town had
become very congested and several sanitary
rroblems had cropped up. Cholera was one
of the diseases that spread at this time and
there was a major epidemic in 1866-67. The
nature of this epidemic could be gauged from
the fact that in 1857 there were 10,0¢4 cases
of cholera in the Northern Province of which
6862 died, In a sense this was a blessing
in disguise, for it soon helpzd to improve
facilities in the Jaffna town. The Cholera
Commission of 1867 recommended, among
o her measures, the opening of four sanitary
roads for the ventilation of a crowded quarter
of the towa mezinly inhabited by Muslims.
The adoption of these measures was expedited
as a result of the outbreak of small-pox
in 1871. By 1872, two of the sanitary roads
had been opened, namely, the road from
the Moors Quarters from Mutsanti to

Navanturai and the road from Santayar-

Madam to Muisanti in extension of the
Cheniyar Street. Some of the small lakes
that spotted the town, such as the
Paddankaddi-kulam opposite the Convent
and the Kaluttaruttan-kulam, were filled up.
The Villundi swamp, south of Navanturai,
had been cleared of the thick jungle that
grew on it and filled up. A new burial
ground was provided for the Muslims in

Vannarponnai and the old one at Periva
Pallivasal was closed. The extension and
widening of the road called Pachchuvalaik-
kara - teru as well as the extension of the
First and Second Cross Streets northward
and of Rasavinthoddam Road southward
were carried out, A road was opened east
of the Small Bazaar and St. John’s Road
was extended northward. Steps were also
taken to sink public wells and to build a
few public latrines. The rapid growth of
the town in the third quarter of the century
could be seen from the population figures
for 1866 acd 187!. In 1865 the population
of the town was estimated to have been
around 20,000 By 1871 it had increased by
almost 75 per cent, the figure being 34,634,

By the end of the century most of the
sanitary problems seem to have been solved
and the town once again looked clean and
beautiful. J. Ferguson who visited it in
1891 has given us the following description:

*‘The town of Jaffna appeared to advan-
tage as we approached it from Batticotta
{(Vaddukoddai) in the early afternoon.
In contrast to the expanse of lowlying
fields and bare tidal shore to the west,
the fort looked quite commanding in
position. Looking at the flat and
apparently stoneless country comprised
in the pepinsula, surprise may be felt
as to where the materials, especially for
the walls, were obtained to construct
the Jaffna fort. The native town in its
many admirable streets looked the perfec-
tion of cleanliness, though the continuity
of close fencing, preventing the free
circulation of air, could not bat bz
objected to in the case of the dwellings of
Hindus and Moormen. There is no want
of open spaces, however, on the fort and
esplanade side of the town. The latter
looks well with the ‘Longden clocktower’,
though the timepiece like its founder is
inclined to ‘wait-a-bit’ or ‘bide-a-wee’
occasionally®. Inside the fort the most
conspicuous object is the old Dutch
Presbyterian Church, after the pattern
and very much of the size of Wolvendal
Facing the esplanad= are the Anglican
and Wesleyan churches. and close to the
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latter the headquarters of the Misgion,
in 2m ancient Dutch residence, This has
been added to from time to time in
order to accommodate the very exten-
sive educational establishments for both
boys and girls, with a training institu-
tion for teachers just over the way...”

{*Sir James Robert Longden, Governor
1877-83, who won the nickname of ‘Wait-
a=bit’ Jimmy because he postponed all
demands for improvements.)

ITWENTIETH CENTURY

At the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury an important development took place
and that was the introduction of the railwavy.
In March 1902 a line was opened from
Kankesanturai to Chavakachcheri through
the Jaffna town and in September it was
extended up to Pallai. In 1905 it was linked
with Apurzdhapura and thus ths northern
line from Colombo was completed. Arother
important development that took place
around this time was the sciling up of the
first Local Board for the Jaffna town,
After 1861, a Rcad Commiitee set up under
the Thoroughfares Ordinance No. 10 of
1861 had been functioning as a kind of
local authority for the town and was en-
trusted with the maintenance of roads, the
rest house and other public places. On Ist
July 1906 the first Local Board was set up
under the Ordinance No. 13 of 1898. This
board had the Government Agent as the
ex-officio chairman with two official members
and three unofficial eleced members. The
board had the power to rate property and
to levy special rates. It received a grant
from the government for the improvement
of public services. == 3

Despite these developments, the face of
Jaffna does not seem to have changed much
for some time after the third quarter of
the mineteenth century. H. W. Cave has

left us the following description of the town
in 1908,

”Jaf.'fna, the capital of the Northern
Province and the seat of its adminig-
tration, is ab extensive and well ordered

town of about 35,000 inhabitants. fis
climate is warm, equable and dry. Tha
Dutch, who adopted this peninsula as
‘one of their chief settlements. regarded
it as particularly healthy. an opinion
which is endorsed by its present rulers...
At present it possesses  too little ac-
commodation for the visitor, there being
only one hostelry—the rest house - and
that is in a warm situation but is
spacious and comfortable, and suffices
for short visits...There is no town in
Ceylon which still bears on its features
the impress of the Duich occupation so
completely as does Jaffna This is doubt-
less owing to the architecture of its
most promifgent buildings—the fort and
the bungalows...Other remain: of Dutch
architecture in Jaffna are the buildings
in Main Street where the gables and
the verandahs will especially claim
notice.”’

At this time the town was well known
in the island for some of its traditional
crafts. One such craft was weaving. The
Chenivar caste, residing in Cheniyar Street.
Vannarponnai, made excelisnt clothss of
pretty patterns which wer: used as ‘camboys
by Sinhalese women. They also producad
pretty sirees for the Tamil women Their
products won thes first prize at an All
Ceylon Exhibition. Dyeing, brasswork, jewell-
lery, carriage-building and basket=weaving
were some of the other (raditional erafts
that were carried on in Jaffna. chiefly at
Vannarponnai. Brass temple=utensils made
in Jaffna wers taken to South India The
Jaffna jewellery kept at the Al Ceylon
Exhibition referred to above won two prizes
At the same exhibition a travelling cart
made in Jaffoa won a silver medal. The
baskets made at Vannarponnai were consider-
ed superior to those made at Kalutara
which were among the best kmown in the
island,

Several improvements were made to the
town in the first quarter of this ceatury.
A system of regular street lighting W;S
introduced in this period. We fi1d that in
1919 fifty ordinary street lamps  were
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regularly lit till 10 p. m, and that two Wells’
incandescent lamps were bought and put
up at the Grand Bazaar at a cost of
Rs. 700-00. By that year 454 acres out of
ihe 614 acres of lagoon that came under
the Karaiyur Reclamation Project (begun
in 1885; had been filled. In 1921 46 eating
houses, 10 buskeries, 3 aerated water manu=-
factories 3 dairies were licensed for the
first time. In the same year another im-
portant step was taken to raise the status
of the town, namely, to bring it under an
Uiban District Council.

URBAN OISTRICT COUNCIL

In May (921, C. Arulambalam, one of
the three unofficial members in the Local
Board of Jaffna, raised the question of
establishing either a Municipal Council or
an Urban District Council for Jaffna. In
July a motion to establish an Urban District
Council was proposed by the Government
Agent, the ex-officio Chairman, and was car-

ried. On 1st January 1923 an Urban District
Council was established in Jaffna under ths
Local Government Ordinance N». 1l of
1920, In 1940 this was changed into an
Uiban Council, undsr the new Urban Coun-
cils Ordinance No. 61 of 1939. Nine years
later, on ist January 1949, Jaffna was
declared a municipality,

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

The last twenty-five years have scen much
development in the city of Jaffna, Several
new buildings, such as the Public Library,
the Post Office, the Railway station, the Open
Air Theatre, the Veerasingham Hall aad
the Model Market, which havs all become
important landmarks in the town, have
been erected during this period. Fashionable
residences have also com2 up in several
parts of the town, The Municipal Council
has been making a number of improvements
to the town. These have helped to change
the face of Jaffna to a eonsiderable extent.
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The Yattna Man

Dr. JounsoN: Sir, the noblest prospect that
a Seotsman ever sees, is the
high road that leads him to

London.

I do indeed come from
Scotland, but I cannot help it.

BOSWELL :

Dr. JouNsoN: That, Sir;, I find, is what
many of your countrymen
cannot help.

The Jaffna man is regarded, not only
by our friends in the South, but also by
our numerous friends in Burma & Malaya,
and now in Africa & England and in
New Zealand, in the same manner in which
Dr. Johnson regarded Boswell and his
countirymen.

The atiitude is one of envy, admiration
and even affection, but the tone is patronising
and superior. [ am sure both the Scotsman
and the Jaffna man, have always taken
both this attitude and the tone, with a
knowing smile.

Environment seems to have had as much
to do with the character of the Jaffna man
as his heredity. His age old struggle to
turn what is geographically described as
desert land into the green and smiling garden
it is today, has moulded his character. He
had to be secif reliant and enterprising. He
had te be industrious and thrifty. That
was how he survived and that was how he
thrived.

He did not rest satisfied with mere
economic survival. He was always conscious
and proud of the heritage he brought from
across the Palk Strait. He cultivated his
wind and soul with the same tenacity and
determination with which he cultivated the
niggardly soil in which he found himself.
Jaffna became the home of orthodexy and

curicusly enough, Jaffna became the home .

S, R. KANAGANAYAGAM

of the avant - garde. You had only to say
that you came from Jaffna, and all South
india showered their high regards and
affection on you.

That was the Scotsman from Jaffna who
moved out. You could not blame him for
moving out. Nature was SO much more
bountiful and life so much more easy in
the lands to which he moved out. It is
almost a century now simce he started
moving out in large numbers.

Wherever he went, he took with him
his distinctive character and values. It was
the British Empire which needed his services.
He followed their flag to the most inaccessible
corners of Burma & Malaya. He braved
the thickest of tropical jungles and he
braved all the deadly varieties of Malaria
Nothing daunted him. He was again self
reliant, enterprising and industrious. He
learnt new languages. He work:d hard at
methods of administration so foreign to his

traditions. He was efficient and reliable.
He was above everything, loyal. He
prospered.

He did make attempts to live a little
more comfortably. The qualities of self
denial were so ingrained in him; he was
by nature so spartan, that his attempts at
enjoying himself invariably looked ridiculous
to his friends in these foreign lands, In
despair, he gave up trying.

He sent all his savings back to Jaffna.
He saw to it that his brothers and his
cousing, his sons and his nephews got an
education far superior to his cwn, He found
dowries for his sisters and cousins, his
daughters and his nieces. He built large
and rather ugly houses.

He could have done more with his money.
He would have gore very far if he had
thought of investments in agriculture and



industry. He did very little in this direction,
His money, however raised the price of
limestone in the peninsula and brought
general prosperity to everybody in it.

The generation that followed these
hardy and adventurous emigrants distingui-
shed themselves in all branches of learning and
made names for themselves in all professions.
This generation also learned to live more
comfortably aod to enjoy luxury This
generation also produced a lot of soft and
~ flabby and colourless children.

Recent times have not been kind to
- the Jaffna man. At the moment, he cannot
belp feeling betrayed and isolated. There

are also a Iot of prophets of gloom ali
round him. That only gets his goat.

There are signs that he is again turning
obstinate and defiant. It is difficult to put
the Jaffna man down. He has always becn
one of the more active agencies of the
Life Force. Inspite of all discouragement
he is moving out once again to fresh fizids
and pastures new. He is also making fresh
fields and pastures new in all that unpromis-~
ing soil which lies south of the peniasula.

The Jaffoa man is still hardy; and he
has not lost his sense of direction. May he
always remain the Jaffna man hs has beeg,
these hundreds of years.
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A QUARTER CENTURY

OF EDUCATION.

The Silver Jubilee of the Jaffna Municipal
Council is a fitting time to review the pro-
gress of edacation in the area, to assess
the gains, and to indicate
the future. With the introduction of Free
Education in 1945 came a rapid expansion,
The enrolment in Schools increased from
an average of about 150 pupils in each
school to a 1000 or more; the Staff also
increased from an average of fewer than 10
in each School to 50 or more; and the
number of teachers qualified academically or
professionally, too, has kept pace. In 1960,
the taking over by Goverument of most
4ssisted Schools helped and reinforced the
cihanges, and also equalized educational
standards in the Schools. That Free Edu-
cation has helped many who would not have
thought of higher education in the older
set-up, and that consequently we are moving
towards an egalitarian society, cannot be
doubted,

The use of the mother tongue as the
medium of instruction led to the ‘‘explo-
sion of consumer demand’’,—one of the
tkree explosions of these decades; the other
two incidentally, are explosion of popul-
ation and explosion of knowledge, all threz
being closely connected. The explosion of
consumer demand in education implies that
more pupils want more education — more
want Sciemce education, more stay on for
Advanced Level Studies, more enter the
University and the professional courses. To
meet this explosion of demand, the Schools
kad perforce to be up-graded and better
equipped—with libraries, laboratories, work-
chops, etc. and provision for much extra-
curriculatr activity. Without claiming to be
a Cliometrician, one can confidently say

guide-lines for

K. Posranampillai

that during this quarter century the numb-r
of qualified teachers has trebled, probably
quadrupled. The consequent wide diffusion
of education is causing rapid social chanze
the barriers of class and caste are weakened
or falling; the younger gensration as a whole
is better informed and also more conscious
of its rights; and leaders are being throwa
up with different kinds of background. And
herein lies danger, unless the leaders have
the right training and values.

Students of history will tell us that whea
great changes take place, Goveram:nts are
often unprepared. administratively and finan-
cially, and our country has been noexception.
While the floor space, equipment, ‘and the
number of teachers have undoubtedly ia-
creased greatly, they have yet fallen short
of optimum needs and standards. Such un-
preparedness is inevitable, for no one can
forecast accurately the nature or the extent
of the changes. As a result of such un-
preparedness, there have not been enough
teachers to keep the classes at optimum size,
some classes haviag as maay as fi'ty pupils,
Secondly after the take-over in 1969, the
teachzrs, both Heads and Assistants i1n the
Government Schools, as msmbsrs of the
public service, have been transferred periodi-
cally. These two factors,—large classes and
periedical transfers — have weakened the
effectiveness of the education imparted. And
it should be remembered that education is
not merely the imparting of knowledge,
(like the facts of history, geography or
sciznce) and ths training of skilis (like
skills in speech, writing and wmanipu'ation
of members ) but also the inculcation of
such imponderables as the right attitudes,
values and ideals,
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Tt is necessary to understand clearly what
is meant by these imponderables if one is
to realise their importance in education.
Among the right attitudes are the attitudes
to fellow men, especially those in need or
distress, the attitude to work, etc. Fultoa
Oursler tells the story of a young Receptionist
in a small hotel giving up his private room
to an elderly couple, who having gone the
round of all the hotels in the'town, found
themselves without accommodation, and with
no where to go. The elderly couple were
Mr. Waldorf Astor, the wealthy owner of
botels in the United States and hie wife.
Astor was so impressed by thsz helpful atti-
tude of the young receptionist that he mads
him Manager of Waldorf Astoria, the newest
and most luxurious of his hotels. In con-
trast to this attitude of the receptionist is
that of a young pupil who having gained
admission to a school by his excellent per-
formance at the wriiten test, nevertheless
caused great disappointment, when at thc
Inter—House Athletic Mset, he delibsrately
slowed down in a race and let others over-
take him. When asked why he slowed down,
he confided to his friends that he did not
want to be called upon to turn up regularly
for athletic practice!

The meaning of right values is brought
out by the story of the young man who
resigned from the General Clerical Service
and joined the Public Works Department
as an ‘overseer’—on a lower salary scale,
His explanation was that as an overseer he
would have more income. That the earnings
in his new place of work would be illegiti-
mate did not matter to him. His values were
wrong. Moaey, however got, was more
important than honesty, integrity, security,
etc.

Mahatma Gapdhi, in his book **My
Experiments with Truth’’ speaks of his life
as spent in the pursuit of the ideal of truth.

'ha ideal had been inculcated in him by

his. mother.

Now, these imponderables are not always
taught, are oot examinable, are not measure-

selecis  the
appointed. The continuitylin the same Schoo!

able, but nevartheless they are of vital im--
portance to character-bailding, and to the
quality of life of a family, an institution,
a community, nation, Aay sound educational
system must provide for the incualcation of"
these impounderablss. They are most ofieq.
caught from the ethos tha moral

climate,
of the place, whether it bz a family. or
school or community. This 1s what the
Greeks had in mind when they spoke of

education’ as the influence of mature miads on
growing ones. The eifective influence may
be taat of iadividual teacher over a time.

it should be evident that for the ethos,
the moral climate, as w:ll the maturs miads
of the teachers to be influential, or effective
the ethos, the ciimate must b: conatinuous:
if the ethos chaages from time to time, or
if the emphasis on the impondszrable variz:
the influence wiil be less effective. Hence:
the undesirability of frequent transfers of
teachers. The Education Authority of the
London County Council, was ‘anxious to
raise the standard of its Schools. The appoint-
ment of highly qualified teachers did not
bring the desired result. Later when it was .
realized that periodic transfer of teachers
resulted in a lack of concern for the pupils
and that teachers and pupils could not get
to koow each other, the practice was dis--
continued. with perceptible results. Now a
teacher is appointed to a School, and he
contipues in it, unless he goes on promotioa..

Another truth that bscame accepted by
the London Education Authority was the fact
that for the ethos of tte School Community
to be effectively eduecative, the membzrs of
the educative community, that is, the teachers
should. subject to honest differences, speak
with one voice on fundamental matters.
This' realization led to the practicc of
tbe Heads . ‘of Schools also havieg,
the right to. select their teachers. Though
the  appointment is by the Authority, the
Head @f the School receives the applications
teaciner, and has him or her

of the Headmaster and Assistants, and the
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act that they work as ateam, resulted in vision and wisdom shown in planning what

~admittedly greater educational effectiveness. may be called *boulevards’ and .‘avenues’
in the Esplanade area and Hospital Road.

I ord Sankey, an English Chancellor noted It used to be said in England in the days

“for his wisdom, once, observed, ‘“*Wise men when Joseph Chamberlain was Mayor of
learn from other people’s experience’’. Cin Birmingham, “What Birmingham thinks today
we in JaTaa and in Sri Laska lzarn from L.ondon thinks tomorrow.?” Can the leader-
the experience of the Londen County Council ship of the :Iaﬁna Mun.wlpal thmcil persanade
Educatien Authority, which bhas the same the Education autho.rlty of Sri Lanka to use
number of pupils as in our whole country ? British experience 12 education to tha
Any visiter to Jaffna will be struck by the country’s advantage.
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Youth and the Changing Patterns of

Employment in the Town
Cmel'q Revd. Fr. 0. A. g. “m“'Mu.rm-x-nqagmn

=

=
=

at the times changz and we also
change with them might appear. to some
a trite and hackneyed saying. The trath it
enshrines is as much applicable to the
context of youth today as it was in the
days of Marcus= Tullius Cicero. Twenty
five years in a Municipal set-up have
enabled us to see for ourselves the mental
attitudes of wvarious persuasions, talents
and educational attaioments adapting them-
selves to a changing milieu, With the dawn
of Independence, the requiem was sung
over Colonial rule, A new type of economy
had to be built up, geared to the needs of
a country bent on self-reliance and self-
sufficiency:

Young mea bora and bred in the town
have, since then, witnessed the change-
over from Capitalism to Socialism, Privilegs
and prerogative now tend to be at a dis-
count, With the rapid growth of education

and free-education at that the school
master is verily abroad. The scramble for
jobs has now bzcome more and more acute

and the young man in an urban environment

has to encounter problems much graver
than those of his rural counterpart. The
President of the National Youth Service

Council in a recent address put the finger
on the sore point when he stated that there
was no such problem of modern youth
except in so far as the question hinges
round the gainful us=z of time and the
availability of gainful occupations. The old
behaviourist pattern of the craze for white-
collared jobs still persists in town society
and the parents themselves are the warmest
protagonists of this senseless theory. Little
regard is paid to individual talents
and tastes and the siress laid is more on

the glamour of professional  appoint-

ments than on the profitable use of tims
and on congenial occupations. Young men
with nothing on their bands naturally seek
ouilets for their pent-up energies in fun
and frolic and even in acts of vandalism
This sorry state of affairs need not conti-
nue if they can divert their ensrgies into
channels of activity that are knocking at
their very doors,

The solution is not far to seeck Both
parents and children should now submit
to a transvaluation of values. Their think-
ing should be completely overhauled. Young
men are no doubt accustomed to the dis~
tractions of urban life. They set much
store by the inducements and frills of
modern sociecty. Yet in the attemptto rea-
lise themselves, they should wrench then:-
selves away from past associations and
venture out. The suburbs offer numerous
opportunities for gainful employment. Agri-
culture and industry opsn out new vistas
of employment. Industrial progress and
agricultural pursuits are now gravitating
into the rural areas. What is needed is a
change of heart. Deep-seated prejudices
with tegard to professional life must give
way to a proper assessment of the needs
of the iadividual and of the countrv at
large Youth schemes galore ' have been
Jaunched by thz Government Iastances ar=
not wantiog of school drop—ouats who have
teasibly got back to the land, and reap-d
the reward of their Jabours by earning
considerably large incomes. When a h ghly
educated young man has got into overalis
and works in a modern factory or wields
his mammofy with the sweat of his brow
as he toils and moils in his plot of land
it is a consummation devoutly to bz wished.
For, herein lies his opporiunity, herein
his Destiay.
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“‘Durayappah Stadium’”’

This brief note is an attempt to
give a short account of the present ‘‘Alfred
Durayappah Stadium’’ by one, who as a
representative of the Jaffna Hockey Associ-
ation was privilegd to serve on the Com-
mittee of the Jaffna Stadium Association
for a considerable period of time.

Situated as it is on a historical site,
the Stadium has become a permanent
feature of the Landscape of Jaffna, and
serves as a monument to the efforts of
a band of devoted men who gave of their
time and knowledge so that a long-felt
need of the town could be fulfilled.

It was Mr. Alfred Durayappah, who
initiated the idea of a Stadium for Jaffna,
as early as 1959: In fact, the Stadium
was his dream-child. But it was left to
Mr. Jack Van Sanden, S. P. Northern
Province Mr. A. S. Marianaygam, A.S.P.

Mr. S. Sivagnanam and the late Mr.
V. Sathiananthan and other dedicated
workers to translate the ‘‘dream’® into

actuality. That they were able to complete
Stage 1 of the project in about two years
(1965) bears testimony to their enthusiasm,
zeal and capabilities!

The Police Grounds was then Jaffna’s
“OVAL” and it was vested with the
Jaffna Stadium Association chiefly through
the efforts of Mr, Jack Van Sanden and
Mr, Alfred Durayappah, then Member of
Parliament for Jaffpa.

The “*OVAL’’ was bowl-shapped and

Mr., A S. Marianaysgam  was entrusted
wilth the wuneviable task of having the
grounds levelled. He set about it with
his wsual enthusiasm and diplomaecy and

to under-
taks the work, free of charge! Yes, *where
thera was Mari, everything was free”.

persuaded Messts. Brown & Co.

S. RAJASINGAM

The task of laying the
turfing it fell to the lot of the grounds
Committee headed by Mr. K Rasiah. He
was assisted by Mr, E. K. Kumariah,
his Assistant Secretary. Messrs. N. Nade-
san, Executive Engineer,
samy, Surveyor and Upali Ranasinghe,
Architect, provided the expertise.

grounds and

The entire project was financed by

‘public donations and monies collected from

the proceeds of the THINAKARAN
SPORTS FESTIVALS & CART RACES. The
common people from all parts of Jafina,
flocked in their thousand to partipate in
and witness these festivities and contri-
bute their mite towards the completion of
the project which from its very inception
was a PEOPLES’ PROJECT. In retrospect
one cannot but recall the contributions
of Messrs. P. A, Pragasam, J P, R.
Elyathamby (‘‘Savari Thambar’’), without
whom no cart-races could be run in Jaifna,
Mr. K. Sivagnanam and Mr. J. M. Raja-
ratnam. All personnel of the Jaffna Police
Force and members of the Armed Services
were also associated with the project and
did yeoman service.

Somewhere in 1965, if my mamory serves
me right, the Stadium Comumitiee was pro-
mised a substantial sum of money by the then
Hon’ble Minister of Sports & Nationalised
Services, provided the Commitiez handed the
entire project over to the Jaffna Municipal
Council. The Committes at its last meeting
vnanimously voted to do so in the
interests of the public

larger

The project came tc a
couple of years but i
note that
parapet walls have r

fences snd

standstill for a
it is now gratifving to
Stage 1f has b:gun;
splaced the barbed-wirs
work .on. the Pavilion

wurr el
WOrx oI

which
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hegan last year is nearing completion, and
everything seems to augur well for the future,

Jaffna needs a swimming pool.
wicket, hockey pitches, basket-ball, volley-ball
and net-ball courts, an 800 metre cinder
track and facilities for indoor-games Provi-
sions for all these and many mor: are there
in the earlier plans and it is my conviction
that it would be incorporated in Stage II
of the project now underway,

i‘%‘

_—T e mamee=

=

Hd i

11/1 e _neiad Gﬁgﬂ,
QordCus): 7130

——

Neeaeaae

a turf

ﬁ Dol 1 QUITpHL ST
¥ EESTHHT 2 LIS HIGHGT
®  SHOUIT MU HGT
w  ouiy G2mortiL|d &t
ﬁ- ’Mu&lm@ LT L1500 Fn ey OCaid BT

OFTDID o HIGT F30 0T @@@m&@&@m
GBI OHTATEHOLID

@mer ALY,

e e i et e e e e e e

The wheel has now come full turn and
we have once again Mr Alfred Durayappah
at the helm of affairs in the Jaffna Municipal
Council, and it is our wish that he would
help to fulfill what he had visualised some
fifteen years earlier, so the Stadium which
now bears his name, will be the centre of
inter-communal and inter-racial harmony and

that it will alse help to foster NATIONAL
UNITY, THROUGH SPORTS. ~
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REVIEW BY

THE MUNICIPAL COMMISSIONER

I have been privileged as Commission-
er of the Jaffna Municipal Council to issue
this Review for publication in the Sou-
venir ‘on the occasion of the 25th Anni-
versary of this Council.

The Municipal €ouncil can proudly
boast of many valuable achievements. It
has performed invaluable services to the
City by providing essential civic amenities
and services that are required for the wel-
fare, comfort or convenience of its citizens.
It was during this period that the Jaffna
Water Supply Scheme was inaugurated. The
history of a Water Supply Scheme for Jaffna
is said to be the oldest on record of the
W ater Supply investigations carried out since
Ceylon became a Crown Colony. The first
stage of the scheme was completed in 1963.
The second stage of the scheme, which was
under careful investigation and study by a
team of experienced Engineers drawn from
the Water Resources Board and the Water
Supply and Drainage Department during
the Mayoralty of Mr. T, S. Durairajah, is
being implemented under: the direction of
tbe present Mayor in office Mr. A. T.
Durayappah. It is expected that within the
next two years the second stage would be
completed, and it would be able to pro-
vide additional sources of supply of water
to the citizens of Jaffna.

Major housing schemes like the Guru-
nagar Housing Scheme, Thundy Housing
Scheme, Narikundu aad Passaiyoor Housin‘g

Schemes were completed during this period,
and these schemes have provided satisfactory

settlements for slum dwellers ‘and others
living in the coastal belt.
One of the major construction = works

which had been engaging the attention of

 the %Cc)uncil for a considerable number of

years, viz. the construction of an up-to
date model market was undertaken in 1969

and completed in early 1972.

Considering the fact that one of the most
urgent and long felt wants of the Town had
been fulfilled, thisindeed can be considered
to be a remarkable Other
noteworthy construction works include the
Open Air Theatre built in 1962, the Public
Library (2 storeyed) built in [1966, the
additional office block built in 1971, Exten-
sions to Slaughter House in 1972. the Muslim
College Road in 1972, the Library Stack
Room in 1973, and the Pavilion (First Stage)
at the Durazyappah Stadium in 1974:. New
Market at Passaiyoor, Navanthurai. Grand
Bazaar Fish Market, Ariyalai (Old and New),
Muthiraisanthai, Columbuthurai and Pannai,
were also constructed during this period.
Apart from all

achievement.

these major construction
works, several new roadways, playgrounds,
public latrines and wells were constructed

in various Wards in the City.

The Electricity Distribution
which has for sometime past
unsatisfactory state is being improved by
the erection of additional

Scheme

been in an

transformers
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Maintenance and repair works have
been started 'and it is expected that this
scheme would be in a position to provide

better and improved supply of electricity
to the citizens ;

Preliminary work in connection with the
zoning of the Town and surface drainage
has been wundertaken, and there is every
prospect that these schemes would be im-
plemented very soon.

The standard of environmental sanitation
of the Town has greatly improved in spite
of the inadequacies of scavenging vehicles
and equipment, Active encouragement has
bzen given by the Council for the construction
of water seal latrines, and the conservancy

work is no longer a serious problem.

The Maternity and Child Welfare work
public health work have been
New maternity homes

and VEry

satisfactory. clinics,

g_!_\z’f
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western and ayurvedic dispensaries have been
opened in some parts of the town.

The present income of the Council is
In the nzighbourhood of Rs. 8,300,000/--as
against Rs. 1,280,000/- in 1949. The inade-
quacy of income to match the rising costs
in expenditure items has been presenting a
serious problem which has to be tackled no
only by the Council, but‘also by the Govern-

ment, if the services are to be provided

efficiently.

I take this opportunity of most sincerely
wishing the Jaffna Muuicipal Council every
success in all their undertaking and severa
years of distinguished service to the Town,

A.'l'' SUNDARAM B.Sc (Ecom.) Lond.

Municipal Commissioner,
Ja fina.

R



FINANCIAL REVIEW BY

MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTANT

I have great pleasure in submitting this
brief report on the financial administration
of the Jaffna- Municipal Council on the
occasion of its Silver Jubilee Celebrations.
Reports of the various Heads of Depart-
ments would deal with the major improve-
ments and achievements of the Council. As
such, I do not think it necessary to repeat

them.

1 am of very stiong opinion that in

the administration of this Council’s affairs
financial prudence have always prevailed.

The Council' maintains two separate
accounts, one for the Elsctricity Depari-
ment and, the other for all other fuactions
called the General Account

I give below a comparative statement
with an interval of five years starting from
1950. I have included the 1972 figure as the #
figures available in the Jubilee Year. :
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10,521,000-00

General
Year Recurrent Capital Total
: Expenditure Expenditure Revenue
1950 ~ 728,000-00 145.000-00 841,350-00
1955 1,040 500-00 75,350-00 [,155.800.00
1960 : 1,878 900-00 368,000-00 2,659 000-00
1965 2,128, 060-00 114,750-0¢ 2 §99,750-00
1970 3,233,600-00 552,720.00 3.904,250-00
1972 . 3,755,300-00 341 500-00 4,933,300-00
. Electricity
1950 391,000-.00 93,500-00 452 000 00
1955 . 632,610-00 i8,000-00 748 100-00
1960 1.238,400-00 i47,500-00 1,i70,290-¢0
1965 1,540,100-00 160,650.00 1,617,700.00
1970 1,999.800-00 160,200-00 ' 2,039,900-00
1972 2,567 000.00 316,100-00 2,778,475-00
It will be seen from the above figures, General
that the Revenue of the Council has increased
by 6 times from the base yaar. Total Capital Revenue
Year Outl ntributi
The Council has been  improving its 9 = Comithajion s
S ) 5 : e 1950 1.669 14500 ,471 550-00
services ‘by providing a fair proportion of 19 s
: ; , 35 2,263,670-00 1,923,340-00
1ts revenue towards Capital Expenditure , 822
i i : : 1960 4 264,000-00 2 822 000-00
also. Igive below a statement indicateating 1963 7.274.000-00 '£00.
the total Capital Outlay as indjcated by 1970 9517 An: 3:592.550.00
the Balance Sheets of the respective years:- 1972 ke 2,986,500-00

6,096,200-00



“the figure for

Electricity

1950 856,770-00
1972 3,06,200.00

53 880.00
1,847,775.00

The Council has been financing its
activities by obtaiaiag loans from L. L, &
D. F. and during the period of 25 years,
loans amountiug to Rs. 2,797,375-00 and
Rs. 422,58-00 have been obtained in res-
pect of the General and Electricity Sections

respectively as indicated in the statement

given below:-

General

Year . L. & DJE. Redeemed

1950 279 450.00 35,500-00
¢ 1972 2,492 635-00 618,640-00

Electricity

1950 421,650-00 376,350-00

1972 253 455,00 962,125-90

There had been a fair contribution from
the Central Covernment and during the
period of 25 years the Council has received
aboat Rs. 1,472,000-00 as granis for various
Capital Expenditures.

As regards the Revenue ofithe Council,
1950 and 1972 are given
below under 3 broad classifications :-

1950 1972
R ates 215,500.00 1,326,200-00
iither 323 350-00 2,373,350-00
Govt. Grants 302,500-00 1.233,750-00
841 350-00 4,933 300-00

It would be seen thit during the year
1950, 64% of the total revenue was derived
from local sources and in 1972 it had
increased to 75%.

As regards the expenditure,  Health
Services have always predominated and the
Expenditure for 1950 on this score was
Rs. 347,800-00 whereas during the year 1972
it was Rs. 1,360,000-00. Similarly expenditure
on Public Lightning too has increased. it
was Rs. 40,200-00 in 1950 and Rs
in 1972,

335,000-00,

This Council can easily boast and be
proud of the fact that it settles the bulk
supply bills to Ceylon Electricity Board
promptly and the dues are being kept
within the permitted limit of 3 months bills.
As a matter of fact. it has never defaulted
in any of its commitments.

The Council has decided to obtain a
loan of Rs. 5 lakhs -in order to improve
the distribution system of the Electricity
Scheme.

Out of the remarkable achievements of
the Council, the following are very important
and their ‘financial costs are givea below :—

\. Water Supply Scheme=Rs. 3,218,000-00

The Council had to bear two thirds
of this expenditure by raising a loan
from the L. L, & D. F. and the balance
was met by the Central Gouvt.

2, Central Market=Rs. 1,608,000-00 .

This was financed by obtaining a loan
of Rs. 1,200,000-00 from the L. L, & D. F.
and the balance was met out of Coun-
cil’s funds, The next stage of the market
project is to be taken up shortly at
an estimated cost of about Rs 6. lakhs.

3. Public Library— The Library has been
constructed and improved from the Li-
brary Trust Fund which is administered
by the Council and from the Council’s
funds. The total capital expenditure
on the Library is around Rs. 73,000-000 ,
Out of this amount, about Rs. 475,000-00
was met from the Library Trust Fund
and the balance from fthe Council's
funds.

4. Durayappah Stadium— The total Capi-
tal Expenditure on this as at 31-12-78
is about Rs. 2 lakhs, out of which Rs.
50,000,00 was received as grant from
the Ministry of Sports. The work on
this project is proceeding and an addi-
tional estimate of about Rs. 125,000-00
is before the Council for approval of
expenditure during 1974,

5. Cash Balances— At the end of the
year 1972, the Council had fixed depo-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



’
LR
\

sit investments of about Rs. 6% lakhs.
It would be seen from the statement
of Revenue above, that the Revenue derived
from the property rates have inereased by
6 tines. However, the rate percent levied
by the Council remained at 1247 until 1973.
The Council has decided to increase the
percentage by 2%, with effect from 1974. In
fact it should have been rasied by a higher
percentage and this was the view of the
Central Government as well. Apart from
this property rate, a levy of 2% is being
levied as water rate on those areas benefit-
" ted by the water service.

As stated by me earlier, the Council
‘have always tried to match its expenditure
for an year against the revenue of. that
year and saving a small proportion of the
revenue in order to stablise its financial
position. However, the continuance of this

policy is expected]to be diffcult in view

of the fact ‘that the Council had to bear
additional expenditure due to the payment
of consolidated salaries in 1969 and the
payment of special allowances in 1973 & 1974.
The additional burden on the Council fin-
ances on the first item was arcuud Rs,

350,000-00 and the other Rs. 6 lakhs ap-
roximately making up a total sum of Rs.
950,000.00 per annum.

-

The question of reimbursing either the
whole or part of the latter expenditure is
under consideration by the Ministry of
Public Administration, Local Govt, & Home
Affairs. Apart from ‘it, the Ceniral Govt.
is reviewing the whole structure of Local
Government Financ:, Unless the problem
is solved satisfactorily it may be diffizult
to continue the present services, It is more
so in view of the rising costs and corres-
ponding reduction in the purchasing power
of money. It ‘may, however, be hoped that
financial prudence would still prevail in
the administration of the Council’s affairs.

[ take this opportunity to state that
these achievements could not have been
realities if not for the cordiality and un-
derstanding beiween the Mayor and Coun-
cillors on the one hand and the officers
and employees on the.other hasnd.

I wish the Council prosperity in the
years to come,

K. SIVAGNANAM
Munici pal Accountant
Jaffna.
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New Services Rendered
b

; o
Che Yatina Municipal Qouneil

HEALTH
1. Night - cleansing service
2. No - litter zone
3. Veterinary Service
4 Ambulance Service

Health Education
Market Sanitation
Family Health Pilot Project

= o Wt

WORKS DEPARTMENT

Water Supply Scheme - Stage I
Model Market - Stage I
Moor Market

- Municipal Farm

ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT

1. Wyman Road - Sub-station

2. Three New Sub-stations :
- Nallur
- Kannathiddy
- Gurunagar

3. Improvement of Distribution Service

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Opening of Children Library — New block
Opening of Libraries inwards
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Sri Pathmanatha Stores,
105, K. K. S. Road, Jatfna.

Dealers in : Silverwares, Brasswares, FPresentation Gifts.
Sports Goods, HEvershine Guaranteed
Gold covered Je.welleries‘
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P. GANG@D&GEDE

P. 0. BOX 1073

COLOMBO-1 |

suppliers of Stationeru of all
Local Bodies Throughout
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JAFENA.
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A Product of Sanitos Laboratories
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ol Drink Elephant Brand Soft Drinks
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illai & Bro.
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182, Bankshall, Street,
"~ COLOMBO - Il

T’phone: 26493
£ 24779
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Textiles

Lingam

52, MAIN STREET JAFFNA.

For all Occasional Sarees & Suitings
All Other Reguirements of Textiles
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Subhas Cafe & Bakery
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J. M. C. Silver Jubilee Celebrations

From

it

K. NAGAMUTHU & Sen

TEXTILE MERCHANTS

48-50, Grand Bazaar,
JAFFNA

Tele: 7475 Grams : “MUTHUS"
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Space Donated By

RAJU BUILDING,

67, & 69, Kasturiar Road,
JAFFHA.

Phone No ; 372 Grams : “RAJU”
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Importers, Wholesale & Retail Dealers in Textiles

BRANCHES :—

*  JAFFNA
*  POINT-PEDRO
* KILINOCHCHI

ijecialisé i :-

Telephone Brand
LRVKER PRLAYRKERY SARIUES

90, 2nd Cross Street, Telegrams : CHEAPSIDE" 3

COLOMBO-1 | Dial: 22621
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Co-op Ceramics Shop

POWER HOUSE ROAD,
JAFFNA. : :
5 e

for
CERAMICS WARE

CO-OP HOUSE WIRING AND

PLAM DRAWING BRANCH"

Rlectrical Wiring - Repairs
and Drawing of Plans

UNDERTAKEN BY

HIGHLY QUALIFIED
TECHNICIANS

73/3, HOSPITAL ROAD,
JAFFNA.

Chie f Organisers of
NATIONAL

® COUNTER
Opp:- RANI THEATRE i

BUY A SWEEP TICKET

AND WIN A PRIZE

Pisic i
Lotteries Board == THE JAFFNA MUNICIPALITY

INQUIRE AT :

Co-op Town Shop

29, MAIN STREET,
JAFFNA

i for
GIFT ITEMS, TEXTILES

SPORTS GOODS, Eic. Etc.

Co-op Rural Bank

——| SAVINGS, LOANS,

z_..__ﬂ.ﬁ_._uu_.._mm _HH_-_..E. | PAWN BROKING

«— @

Society Lid.

74(3, Hospital Road,

CO-0P

Co-op Hardware | __ JAFFNA.
STANLEY ROAD, | %m_o_ |
e — JAFFNA. .
BUILDING MATERIALS, |—=— Eim_._m at Your Service
PAINTS, LOCKS,
WINDOW GLASS ETC. : _ _ _ _ i
C0-0P ho|0t Printers
Grand Bazaar Branch| . z».“wmww_wpmmﬂ
POWER HOUSE ROAD, il =
Jor

JAFFNA.

Textiles, Consumer Goods
Presentation Articles Esc

QUALITY PRINTING

r . Eam

Gas Filling Station

(Adjoining Veerasingham Hall) ik
K. K. S. ROAD,

== JAFFNA
for
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS
Co-op Milk Shop
. 74/3, HOSPITAL ROAD,
g N JAFFNA.,
for

STERILIZED MILK,
GHEE, BUTTER .
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National Mosaic Works

Manufacturers of Quality Terrazo Tiles

SHOW ROOMS : FACTORY
DAYARAMS, High Level Road
& 338, Galle Road, Navinna,
% Wellawatte. Maharagama.
el
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S. SULAIMANKANDU & Bro.
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% RADIO PEOPLE 2
g 5 & 7, Momsac Building 2
= g
:’3 Stanleg Road ;
JAFFNA. G
§§ Telephone 5 265 Grams : “JABAANS”. g

2 A R R A A A R I A A A A A R TIAIANIRIAN RUSRUMNNIRTL RN mmg

A OIEENENENENESENENENENENENENENENENTENENENTENENTENENENENENTEN %)@@ﬁﬁ

% C)&L”w %esf @omplamenis
\% ﬁrom
3

2 GANESHANANDA STORES
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% Proprietor: V. Sundarampillai

% Dealer in:  Timber, Furniture,

% Household Utencils and Tiles,

% Transport Agents

% 244, Hospital Road, Jaffra.

% PHONE : 427
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Kanesan Stores

28 K. K. S. Road,
JAFENA
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] ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS Z
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= oDS B
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