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Parameshvara College
M.Vithilingam

In 1920, at the Annual Conference of Hindu Youth at Keerimalai, over which Ra-
manathan presided, a popular appeal was made to him for the establishment of an
institution for the higher education of Hindu boys, on much the same lines as his
institution for the higher education of Hindu girls. Ramanathan, though alive to the
magnitude of the appeal, and its heavy financial implications, readily and graciously
assented. No man ever laboured more strenuously through life for the uplift and
advance of the country’s youth or placed greater or more sanguine trust in them
than this hardy veteran of Ceylon politics.

It would not be to make a tall claim for Ramanathan to say that he is in line with
the great educational thinkers and benefactors of all time, the Rousseaus and the
Wycliffs, the Tagores and the Gandhis, men who devoted their best thoughts and their
best energies to the consideration of how best they could reform and regenerate
human society and arrived at conclusions that time has not set aside, viz. that human
society can best be transformed and revitalised by a sound system of education, that
such a system of education is the greatest boon that society can confer on its youth.

Ramanathan’s speech in the legislature on the occasion of his moving the Ordinance
to declare the Constitution of Parameshvara College represents the essence, the
quintessence of his philosophy of education, the aims and ideals that led to the
foundation of Parameshvara College. Hence the need to quote it at some length: “The
College was founded in 1921, in consequence of the earnest desire of Hindu parents
in and out of Ceylon who feel that the kind of education that is being given to their
boys and girls in the English schools established by the Government, or conducted
by private associations with the help of Government grants, is not at all satisfactory.

“They want something more than a knowledge of the perishable things of life, too
much of which is pressed on the attention of students as if there was nothing else
worth considering and attaining. The results of this one-sided system of education
are painfully manifest in all parts of the British Empire and elsewhere. The great
difficulties experienced by administrators in governing the people in Europe, the
United States and other places are due to the fact that the curriculum of studies
prescribed in the universities and schools of the West, except in theological circles,
are confined to the things that relate to the perishable side of life. Everywhere the
complaint is that boys and girls are not as they were some fifty years ago. Formerly
there was some peace reigning in their hearts. They respected their elders in their
homes and societies and the rulers of the country in Councils of State and on political
platforms. They were willing and ready to put in practice the principles they had
been taught at their homes and schools. They loved to be self-controlled, obedient,
thoughtful, and helpful to others. They spurned selfishness and irreligion. There is
now a vehement desire for the gratification of the senses at any cost, an extraordinary
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regard for pleasure, and a proportionate contempt for
duty. The principles which make life a thing of beauty
and a joy for ever have all been forgotten.

‘During the last five or six decades the old methods PARAMESHVARA
of instruction have disappeared, especially as to ethics COLLEGE
and religion. Even teachers in great colleges do not
know how to teach God and morality, owing to fierce
controversies which have been raised round them, and
which have discredited them in the eyes of those who
have seceded from ancient traditions. People want to
know who God is, where God is, what is the reason of
the difference between things which are permitted, and
what relation does pleasure bear to duty. Such questions,
if not answered intelligibly, produce a doubtful and
controversial state of mind, which ultimately leads to
materialism and atheism. If one believes that there is
nothing beyond what we perceive by the senses, and that there is no life after death,
the conclusion is easily reached that one should seize every opportunity to please
oneself in every plane of the sense. The meaning of pleasing or enjoying oneself is
to gratify every desire or passion that creeps into the mind. The result is a life like
that of butterflies, dogs, cattle, and other animals, which have no codes of religion
and ethics, and which have no power to hear and understand them.

“Such boys and girls, men and women, are satisfied with the things immediately
before them, and care not to aim high or live holily. They do not know the radical
difference between virtue and vice, or right and wrong nor the reason of the existence
of the grand spiritual forces called Religion and Morality. They think that they may
do whatever their likes and dislikes prompt them to do, if only they are not detected,
taken up by the police, tried in a court of justice, and shut up in jail. They feel that,
provided they avoid detection and punishment, they may easily pass for respectable
people. To them [ would say that Religion consists of those principles and practices
which relate to communion with God and the attainment of actual knowledge of
God, and that the chief obstacles to such union and such knowledge are indulgence
in selfishness, unrestrained gratification of sensual desires, and the preference of
pleasure to duty.

Now Sir, parents in this country, and indeed in all other civilized countries, greatly
regret the evil days that have fallen upon them, and are earnestly craving that the
ancient traditions which have prevailed among us and produced really good men
and women, really good citizens, may be taught in our schools, under the protection
of the Government.

“Some sixty years ago, Professor Huxley assured his large audience in the United
Kingdom. that he could not commend the education imparted in its schools and
colleges, for the simple reason that it could not convert a bad boy or girl into a good
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boy or girl. His testimony has been found to be true by succeeding generations. They
have watched the course of events which have made for disorder and spiritual ruin,
and they are anxious that something must be done at once to enable youngsters to
learn and live the right life.

Right thought, right speech, and right action still exist among a limited number
of men and women in Christendom and other fields of religion. They are most
anxious that the youth of the country should save themselves from the perils of
selfishness and sensuousness combined, called worldliness, and that, while the
nature of the perishable things that surround us should be taught to their children,
a serious effort should be made to inculcate also some of the principles relating to
the imperishable things known as God and Souls, and to teach the part which Evil
plays in the destruction of humanity.

“Hindu, Buddhist, Christian, and Mohammedan sages have all taught the principles
of imperishable or eternal life in order to save human beings from the dangers of
worldly life. They emphatically assert that the Life-Eternal is not something high up
in the skies, but is attainable in our own hearts, amidst our worldly surroundings,
and that a knowledge of the principles and practices of Eternal Life is the only
safeguard against the corruptions which beset our path on earth. Therefore, our
duty is clearly to bring afresh within the reach of our children the great traditions
which have been crowded out of our schools and colleges by the advent of what is
called ‘modern civilization.”

“I have thought for many years that it was my duty to help Hindu parents in this
country and India to attain their hearts’ wish. This is the reason, why Parameshvara
(College) Vidyalayam was founded. Vidyalayam means a house of learning, and
Parameshvara means the Most High. Thus Parameshvara College means the house of
learning of the Most High. Any student who is admitted there will be given facilities
to know something more of life than the perishable side of it. He would know that the
Spirit within the mortal body, and God within and beyond us, are the only imperishable
things which we should labour hard to attain, at least as hard as we labour for the
perishable things of the body. In our endeavour to attain the Imperishable, we have
first to discover the individual Spirit which is in the body, and then come to know
God who is in the Spirit. The Spirit is therefore called the Temple of God. Unless boys
and girls are taught these truths early in life, and helped to prefer the principles and
practices which relate to the discovery of the Spirit in the body, and God in the Spirit,
they would be engulfed in the vortices of selfishness and sensual desires. They would
naturally sink more and more into corruption, and become terrible sufferers here
and in the lives to come.

“The chief aim of Parameshvara College is to save our boys in this way and to make
good citizens of them. By reminding them of our Spiritual Traditions, we hope to
make them real assets to us and to the British Empire. Our late Governor, Sir William
Manning, attached the highest importance to Spiritual Traditions. He spoke of them
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just before departing from the Island. He attended a function at Zahira College,
Maradana in March last, and addressed those who were assembled there as follows:

Now, one passage in the speech of the Head Master struck me as being one not
only of great importance, but one as bearing very largely upon the desirability of
education under Muslim precepts, and that is this. There is now in Ceylon the means
of educating the Muslim youth without the sacrifice of belief and ideals sacred to
I[slam. I can only tell you how I agree with that sentiment. You have hitherto not had
a secondary school where your children will be educated without the sacrifice of
belief and ideals which are sacred to your religion. Now this being the sole Muslim
secondary school at present in existence in this Island, I can only hope that it will
receive your support. My own opinion is that the Muslim community is worthy of a
great school. That feeling should be cherished and encouraged in every way by the
Government of this country. [ very sincerely hope that the Muslim youth of this country
will be trained in the tenets of the Islamic faith, and will obtain in this college that
education which will enable him to become prosperous and worthy and that, when
in later days they recognize the benefits they have received from this college, they
will exercise that great tenet of your religion which is Charity and will come forward
in their more prosperous days to help all that appertains to Muslim education.

“How broad, Sir, are these views! How good of this staunch Christian Governor
to speak so sympathetically of the religious ideals of the Muslims, and to lay the
foundation-stone for a building to be raised for the glorification of such ideals!
How different is the conduct of some other educationists among us, who think that
they should support their own religion only, and that every other religion on the
face of the earth must be undermined and damned! These narrow-minded persons
believe that God does not exist in the heart of every man, and that, when some non-
Christian religionist is addressing himself to God who is within and beyond him, he
is worshipping the devil. This hatred of other religions and opposition to the works
of other religionists, have had a most degrading effect. There is only one God for all
nations. He is the only Lord of all hosts who can be worshipped by human beings. The
methods of worship in the case of the great religions of the world may be different,
but the object worshipped is identically the same.

“It is said that the education imparted in schools enables an outgoing student
to find a livelihood for himself. Between the ages of six and fourteen, there is time
enough only to make him read, write and work simple sums in arithmetic, but the
training for a clerkship or other vocation for earning a living wage is possible only in
later years, say, between fourteen and nineteen. education that is required to gain a
livelihood, so as to keep body and soul together, requires a knowledge of such things
as are taught ordinarily in our schools, but Education in the proper sense of the
term, implies something that is systematically neglected by our educationists. | am
sure that Honourable Members will agree with me that the most important side of
Education is the training of the boys and girls to lofty ideals of character, perfection
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in work, heartfelt devotion to God, and loyalty to the King. This is expressly declared
in the draft ordinance before us to be the policy of Parameshvara College.

“What is meant by lofty character? Man is in bondage to Evil, and the most urgent
problem in life is to extricate the soul from Evil and its subtle corruptions. If the
instruments of knowledge and action, given to the soul by God, be not carefully
trained and strengthened in early life to prefer always the needs of the soul to the
cravings of the body, they will not be able to resist the promptings of Evil to do the
very things they should not do in the interests of the soul. If these instruments fail
to protect the little leaven of love and light that is in every man, and to develop them
successfully, first into neighbourly love, and then into philanthropic love, and then to
Godly love, they are said to be possessed of ‘bad character’. The marks or features or
characteristics of our inner being, having suffered disfigure- ment by evil, are spoken
of as low or wicked. But, if our instruments of knowledge, the chief of which are the
five senses, the mind, attention, recollection of sound doctrine, right reason, and
determined will, do not deviate from the path of duty laid down for us by sanctified
sages, we are said to be possessed of high or lofty character.”

“It will thus be seen that the formation of good character requires sense-control,
mind-control, abundant study and thoughtful action. In every country we have a small
percentage of men who are congenitally gifted with good character, with a strong
predisposition to avoid Evil and follow the dictates of duty. This congenital gift is
the result of past lives lived according to law, but there is a much larger percentage
of people who wish to be good, and yet are unable to struggle against the impulses
of Evil. What is the kind of education to be given to them that will lead them out of
the mazes of wickedness? Is the nature of evil and its subtle ways ever explained to
them? Is God’s design as to the uplifting of fallen people ever unfolded to them, at
home or at school, in the early part of their lives, when alone ethical and religious
lessons can take root, flourish, and fructify? Has anybody taught them that pain,
poena or punishment, was ordained by God as a remedial measure against Evil? In
Western countries, on both sides of the Atlantic ocean, there are famous preachers
who confound evil with pain, who say that evil and pain are identically the same. They
teach that passion and animal desires in Man are so deeply rooted in human nature
thatitis impossible to efface them, and that all we can do is to wisely direct the higher
desires and endeavour to find peace in the culture of one’s own personality. Can this
wise direction of the higher desires and this cultivation of character be effected under
the present system of education which thrusts aside religion and ethics?

“Until our boys and girls are taught to realize the great truth, that indulgence in
any desire, not permitted by law, conduces to debase one’s character and brings about
spiritual ruin; until they learn that the desire for gratifying each of the five senses
should be carefully limited and controlled, lest the mind, running promiscuously with
the senses, be spoilt by the mire of sensualism; until it is strongly impressed upon
our boys and girls that an impure mind becomes the ally of Evil, and the enemy of
the soul; until they clearly understand what the principles and practices of Eternal
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Life are, and how such truths
only can free the soul from the
beguilements of evil, they would
continue to be creatures of sorrow
and mischief to themselves and to
the society to which they belong.
So far as regards the formation of
high character.

“What is perfection in work?
This is absolutely necessary for
self-improvement and social
improvement. Every Official
Member who has a seat in this
Council, by virtue of his being a The earlier appearance of Prameswara College
head of a department, will bear
testimony to the fact that he earned his position by labouring hard to excel in the
work entrusted to him. Whether it is thinking or speaking or writing, or whether it
is supervising, directing or organizing, his one desire was to do his very best. From
this point of view of excelling in work, he has known what officers working under him
as assistants or clerks are excellent workers, what officers are indifferent workers,
and what officers are bad workers. Perfection in work is not to be obtained except
by taking infinite pains, and endeavouring to complete and polish up in every detail
the work in hand. “Excellence in hand work is a prelude to perfection in mind work,
and that again leads to intellectual and spiritual perfection. In the great design of God
which we see prevailing in the constitution of all bodies-mineral, vegetable, animal,
and human-we observe that every cell and every aggregate of cells is beautifully
made and correlated. We have to copy the example of God in regard to the works
entrusted to us in this life. We should not draw any distinction between what are
called little things that come to our hands. In the case of everything, our duty is to
turn out excellent work, and we shall have our reward, which is steadfastness of
purpose, poise, purity of heart, and prosperity in peace.

“These qualifications lead us nearer and nearer to God. We become devoted to God.
The habit of giving our whole attention to perfection of worship begets the feeling,
all the while, that God exists, mercifully rewards us for works of loving-kindness,
and punishes us for our works of hate. Without a full acknowledgement of God and
a constant fear of wrong-doing, there can be no extrication of the Soul from Evil. The
more and more the power of Evil is resisted by us, declines in us, the more clearly
shall we see the reality and greatness of God.

“I need not say much about the ideal of loyalty to the King set forth in the Ordinance,
because we still make much of this virtue. If the throne and its surroundings are
disturbed, there will be confusion in society, and many great dangers will stare
us in the face. I am glad to say that there is not a single school or college in Ceylon
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which objects to loyalty to the King. In the draft Ordinance relating to Parameshvara
College it is laid down as a stern duty, to be observed by students, teachers, and the
Board of Directors.

“Section 10 of the Ordinance lays down clearly that, in addition to the usual
curriculum of studies, the religious traditions of the Hindus should be carefully taught
to every Hindu boy there. There are some Christian teachers in the college, and boys
belonging to any religion are admissible there. The Hindu religion inculcates that
the souls of boys and girls and men and women, of whatever faith or race, are all
children of one and the same God; that parents as well as teachers are trustees of
God; that God exists in the heart of every human being; and that all the affairs of this
world must be interpreted in terms of the prevailing power and grace of God. When
our thoughts, divorced from the limitations of the body and its surroundings, are
thus established in God, our sages declare that we have passed from the kingdom of
earth to the kingdom of God, from the things of perishable life to imperishable life
or the Life Eternal.

“I'move, Sir, the first reading of the Ordinance to incorporate Parameshvara College.”

An idealist who was also a hard-grained realist, he aimed at building an institution
which would serve as a synthesis, a meeting-point of two great cultures, the ancient
culture of the East, with its emphasis on humanistic learning, on the study of religion,
philosophy and ethics, and the present- day culture of the West with its emphasis on
the material sciences, an institution which would bring into being a race of enlightened
citizens who would at once be a glory unto God and a pride unto the country; moreover,
an institution which would serve as a model for the rest of the Island. It was never
his intention to build one on popular, stereotyped lines, for he felt that education,
as then imparted, had failed to achieve its great purpose. The purposelessness, the
idleness, the general sense of drift, the lack of a sense of spiritual power that he saw
in the average youth distressed him profoundly. Irreligion, rampant materialism,
sensuality, uprootedness, and all their progeny were sapping the life-blood of the
nation. He was anxious that students should be given a national outlook, educated in
the national spirit. There is a national heritage, a tradition of values which education
should help to conserve and into which the children should be initiated. Under the
impact of foreign political domination and of the alien influences it brought to bear
on many fields of national activity, all the precious heritage of culture and spirituality
to which this ancient land is heir, tended to recede into the background. It was to
restore the people to their roots, to wean education from the many accretions that
had grown around it, to reorientate it and render it more living. more real, more
man-making that Parameshvara College was founded.

In any scheme of education he formulated, he assigned the foremost place to the
building of high character, for he felt that in no other period of its history did the
world stand in so sore a need of high moral and spiritual standards as in the present.
The greatest tragedy of the age as he saw it, as the most virile thinkers of the age saw
it, was that man’s growth in knowledge of the material sciences far outstripped his
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growth in spirituality and morals with results that have disfigured and deformed
man, inherently divine, potentially angelic, into a beast of prey living. on the spoils
of another. Education should seek to develop man’s higher nature, to release the
creative, constructive impulses latent in him, the forces of mutual love and goodwil],
of compassion and fellow-feeling, of justice and kindly dealing and glorify the while
between him and the grave. Education that fails to foster these virtues, to achieve
these great and noble ends defeats itself. He shared Ruskin’s view of education, viz.,
“Education does not mean teaching people to know what they do not know; it means
teaching them to behave as they do not behave.” His views were in accord with those of
another idealist and educational reformer, the poet-philosopher Rabindranath Tagore,
who bemoaned overfar the educational trends of his time with their over emphasis
on things material and mundane to the detriment of all things moral and spiritual,
and sought to recapture at Visvabharathi the ideals and practices of education that
made ancient India the home of true spirituality and high culture, and the Mecca of
scholars from many lands outside. In defining the aims of his school the poet said,
“We must make the purpose of our education nothing short of the highest purpose of
Man, the fullest growth and freedom of soul. It is pitiful to have to scramble for small
pittances of fortune. Only let us have access to the life that goes beyond death and
rises above all circumstances; let us find our God, let us live for that ultimate truth
which emancipates us from the bondage of the dust and gives us the wealth, not of
things but of inner light, not of power but of love. Such emancipation of soul we have
witnessed in our country among men devoid of book-learning and living in absolute
poverty. In India we have the inheritance of this treasure of spiritual wisdom. Let
the object of our education be to open it out before us and to give us the power to
make the true use of it in our life, and offer it to the rest of the world when the time
comes as our contribution to its eternal welfare.”

Ramanathan was a firm believer in the value of residential schools and colleges
where the pupils grow up under the fostering care of teachers wedded to high ideals,
living the life simple and the life spiritual. One of Ramanathan’s main objectives in
founding his twin educational institutions was the revival of the guru-kula-vasa system
of education so much in vogue in ancient India, which had done much to raise the
intellectual, moral and spiritual tone of early Indian society and place India high in
the estimation of the ancient world. He said, “It has been universally admitted that
the more residential centres are established, the better it will be in regard to the
improvement of character and in regard to other accomplish- ments which such
centres must necessarily give. This system prevailed among us in India and Ceylon
centuries and centuries ago. It was called the guru-kula-vasa, the teachers and the
taught residing in the same place. The boys remained until they were passed as fit
to enter upon the duties of married life. When the pupillary stage was passed, the
boy would go out into the world, settle down as a good citizen. The usefulness of the
residential system, was universally acknowledged.”

Ramanathan condemned in no uncertain terms a system of education which
dispensed with residence, required five hours attendance at school and for the
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remaining ten hours or more of waking life, let children follow the natural bent of
their minds, let them roam at will, haunt cinema halls and consort with disreputable
folk, becoming thereby a menace to themselves, their kinsfolk and to society at large.
He says, “We have now got used to sending our boys for about five hours a day to
a college or school, and letting them do what they like for the remaining eighteen
hours, of which eight are devoted to sleep. For ten hours out of school they are under
the control of nobody, and they do just as they like. This sort of thing was spoken of
by a Hebrew prophet of old, when he said, They are all gone like wild asses, alone,
to Babylon. These boys go about without the least knowledge of God, thirsting for
sensuous pleasures. The remedy is residential schools. Sir Anton Bertram, our Chief
Justice, says that there is no college worthy of being called a college unless the boys
are made to enter into residence at the college. That is what has made England and
other European countries the powerful places they are for good, and also for bad.
They are the redeeming features in European civilization. The English boy who has
resided for a term of years with self-controlled and wise teachers knows that it is
his duty to stand up for what is good, for what is honourable, for what is right and
straight.”

Ramanathan knew full well that the new venture would mean a crippling burden on
his material resources already heavily depleted by his numerous earlier benefactions.
But it had, nevertheless, to be accomplished. And doing things piecemeal or doing
them in a small way, was never his way.

It is interesting to note that everything that he undertook and accomplished,
bore invariably the stamp of stateliness and magnificence. He never set his hands
to anything without counting the cost beforehand, so much so that it is hard to find
anything, big or small, which, when once undertaken, remained incomplete or was
done perfunctorily. Many knew him as a great statesman and scholar, a renowned
philosopher and religious teacher, a great jurist and lawyer, an orator par excellence, but
few think of him as a great builder, one of the greatest his age and country produced.

At Thirunelvely, on the outskirts of the city of Jaffna, he acquired an extensive
tract of land twentyfive acres in extent, for the purpose. Its proximity to the Northern
capital and its lovely rural setting added to its appeal. The crammed, tumultuous
and dust-ridden atmosphere characteristic of many modern centres of learning
repelled him profoundly. It is in an atmosphere of calm and reposeful quiet, amidst
the beauty and excellence of natural scenery that the human intellect and the spirit
in man blossom and fructify. This was one of the convictions he passionately held
and nobly exemplified in his two colleges.

The project was an extremely ambitious one, as all his projects were. However,
building operations commenced and what had but a couple of years before been a
stately edifice on paper now became a reality on hard earth. The quality of the material
used was of the finest and best, for Ramanathan, be it remembered, built not for a
time, but for all time. No detail of the operation escaped the close and vigilant scrutiny
of the founder. The result, judged by contemporary standards, was a magnificent
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structure, grand in conception
and sound in execution. As the
unaided achievement of a single !
individual, it evokes the praise !
and admiration of posterity.
The College was named after
Parameshvaran, the Almighty
ruler who was all-in-all to the |
great founder. Of the many
priceless gifts which the great
states- man and leader bestowed |
on his people, his twin educational
institutions are by no means the |
least. Though built and equipped
soon after World War I, when the
cost of building materials and equipments had soared to dizzy heights, the college
lacked absolutely nothing, for such was the express wish of the founder. With its
stately buildings, its spacious playing-fields, its broad walks and breezy lawns, and
above all its temple dedicated to Lord Parameshvaran, the college stands there,
an imperishable monument to the love he bore for his people, his prodigious self-
sacrifice and his unbounded confidence in youth. The Rt. Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri,
the great Indian scholar and statesman, who visited the college and was amazed to
see the lavish use of Burma teak wood on the building exclaimed, “Ramanathan has
paved the college with gold.”

The earlier appearance of Prameswara College

One remarkable characteristic of his was a passion for thoroughness in planning
and execution; never was there a more devout adherent of the maxim that whatever
is worth doing, is worth doing well, or that other admonition: “If you want a thing
done right, see to it yourself.” He never believed in doing things by proxy. This man
every bit of whose time and energy was needed for work in higher spheres, in the
pursuit of religion and philosophy-his foremost passion through life-in national
activity of great constructive and creative value, would not even in the infirmity of age
entrust the supervision of important matters to his paid assistants. He would want
to see everything for himself. It used to be said that he had eyes as penetrating and
far-ranging as a powerful search- light. At a glance, he could see the rights and the
wrongs of things, the flaws and blemishes in any structure or in any of its component
parts. Once, when Parameshvara College was building, Ramanathan wanted to go
up the building, desiring to see things for himself. Those around him, dissuaded
him, as he was then running high temperature. But this indomitable man, brushing
aside all their fears and admonitions, climbed up a bamboo ladder, saw all things
for himself and then climbed down. Such was his devotion to anything he set out to
do and such his passion for excellence in its execution. When the temple in Colombo
was building, he subjected every piece of granite in the grand structure to his own
microscopic scrutiny. The smallest flaw in any, though chiselled at immense cost, led
to its outright rejection.
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This passion for excellence, for doing a thing as best one could, for stretching one’s
resources as far as they could go, permeated every act of his life, big or small. It was
all-pervasive. He habitually saw the vision of excellence before his mind’s eye and
strove all his life to live up to that vision. He once said, “Excellence of work ought to
be the day and night dream of men, not for the material rewards it may bring, but
because the world is a training ground or gymnasium for the healthy development
of our faculties, and every endeavour should be made to emancipate ourselves from
ignorance, especially from two of its deadly forms, passion and prejudice, so as to
reach, morally and intellectually, the highest point which an environment will permit
us to obtain. Such, I take it, is the true meaning of ‘success’ in life.”

Parameshvara College is a monument to his personality no less than to his
philanthropy. It does not sprawl, it does not peter out, it does not war with itself in
clashing forms of incompatible, incongruous architecture; it is nowhere half-done.
[t is a complete entity, solid, square-set and individual.

[t was one of his long-standing regrets that the main building at Parameshvara
could not be crowned with three magnificent domes, a central dome and one on
either end. His architects and engineers had assured him that it could be done; but
as the work advanced, they felt diffident about the foundations. In sheer despair, he
summoned the best experts and they too shared the same view and the idea had to
be dropped.

In a brochure entitled “The Aim of the Students at Parameshvara College” he said,
“Parameshvara College was founded to bring inexpensively within the reach of Tamil
boys the blessings of a sound education, which combines the best of British learning
with the wisdom of the Sages of India and the classics of its literature in Tamil and
Sanskrit, in order that every boy, who is bad, may have a chance of becoming good;
who is impelled by mischief and passion, may control them and be helpful in good
works; who looks on like cattle and will not work, unless prodded, may be alert and
take an abiding interest in the welfare of others; who is vulgar and rude, may be
refined, who is narrow-minded and prejudiced may be sympathetic and tolerant;
who is unable to see a situation or its development, may spot it at once, trace the
causes of its origin and tendencies, and organise measures for remedying the evil, or
promoting the good that may be working in it; who is not precise in thought or clear
in expression, may think and speak lucidly, who unthinkingly apes the costumes and
manners of foreigners may be made to establish himself and his people on the ideals
and practices which have come down to us from ancient times, most suitable to our
needs and to the conditions of the land of our birth; who is running about from pillar
to post restlessly, may maintain his ground and work for the uplift of himself and
the nation to which he belongs; who is afflicted with promiscuous desires and vain
thoughts, may concentrate his attention and effort upon the main business of life,
which is heartfelt devotion to God, perfection of whatever work one has undertaken
or been given to do, and the realisation of all such aims as may secure for the people
both temporal and eternal happiness.” “To bring inexpensively within the reach of
Tamil boys the blessings of a sound education “-that was the main note in his gamut.
In all his national endeavour, educational or otherwise, the claims of the poor were
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ever uppermost in his thoughts.
Education tended to become &=
expensive, aristocratic, exclusive,
class-ridden, the preserve of a §
privileged few, while the poor §
were complacently allowed to §
languish in ignorance, squalor
and neglect. It should be made
inexpensive and brought within
reach of the poor, for education
is the grand cure for the many
ills that afflict human society.
Among the primary functions of
the College, he laid the greatest *
emphasis on the teaching of The earlier appearance of Prameswara College
religion and the development of character. The Temple was to facilitate children’s
worship of God, which was, with him, the first requisite of education and life and
formed an integral part of Collegiate activity.

I TR

He moreover built a hostel capable of accommodating many hundreds of boarders
and provided that only vegetarian meals should be served in it. To ensure a regular
supply of provisions for the hostel, he founded a farm of four hundred acres at
Kilinochchi.

On 22nd August, 1921, the opening ceremony of the college was performed by the
founder. Mr. S. Sivapathasundaram, the veteran educationist, scholar, philosopher and
acknowledged authority on Saiva Siddhanta philosophy in his time, was appointed
Headmaster of the Lower Department. In the following year, the Higher Department
was opened with Mr. (later Sir) A. Mahadeva, M. A. (Cantab.) Bar-at-Law, as Principal.
Able lecturers, English, Indian and Ceylonese were appointed to the Staff, and work
was carried on under the founder’s personal guidance and supervision.

So intense and so profound was his love for the College that he would visit it as
often as the pressure of other duties permitted him. was a delight to him to be in the
midst of growing youth, to share their joys and sorrows, listen to their problems and
perplexities, to guide and instruct them in good living and to do all in his power to
promote their intellectual, moral and spiritual development. It was his practice over
anumber of years to give model lessons to various classes and to supervise in person
the work of his teachers. He provided a liberal supply of scholarships to ensure that
poverty was no barrier to higher learning at Parameshvara.

We can picture to ourselves the Grand Old Man in his declining years attending to
every detail of Collegiate activity, plodding through account books, struggling against
paucity of funds in a supreme endeavour to ensure Parameshvara’s future stability
and well-being. No wonder then that during his life-time the College made steady
progress and took its place among the foremost institutions in the Island. Parents
from far and near sent their children to be educated at Parameshvara.
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Parameshvara College was designed to be a centre of higher learning, a cradle of
Tamil culture, a home for the spirit of the Tamil race, distracted and torn by centuries
of subjection to alien rulers. In an age which suffered itself to be swept off its feet by
the overpowering current of Western thought and learning and spurned all things
national and indigenous, it was the special glory of the Ponnambalam family to have
held the citadel of Tamil culture and tradition intact, in apostolical succession to the
great Navalar. No other family soaked itself so completely in it or drew nutriment
from its rich and varied wealth of moral, spiritual and philosophical thought. It was to
save this wealth and transmit it to posterity untainted and undiminished by impious
hands that Parameshvara College was born.

The founder confidently believed that Parameshvara would before long blossom
forth into a Northern University and dispense higher learning for all who would seek
it for their sustenance. If his princely endowments to Parameshvara, scattered in
many parts of the Island and in diverse forms, had been carefully husbanded and the
incomes, scrupulously secured during the half century that has glided by since the
great leader returned to his Maker, a full-grown university with liberal provision for all
courses of academic study, could with no aid from any other source, have sprung into
existence and quenched the nation’s thirst for higher learning during a period when
myriads of eager and ambitious youth are dying of it. But unregenerate man willed
otherwise. Had the great man risen from his Samadhi and revisited Parameshvara
some years before the University authorities stepped in in time to save it, would not
coals of fire have been heaped on his hoary head to behold the ravages that time and
man'’s neglect had wrought on his dearly-cherished off spring?

How high his hopes and expectations! How low, their fulfilment! Surely, we are
unworthy of our sires of old, unworthy of the great trust they reposed in us, unworthy
of their precious legacies to us, unworthy of the splendid ideals of service and self-
sacrifice they set before us, unworthy of their solicitous concern for our future
happiness and well-being. Rampant materialism and selfish individualism have been
the undoing of our tribe. While it is customary with peoples in other lands to build on
the frail foundations laid for them by their forbears, it has become the accepted norm
of human conduct among us to despoil and turn to our personal and private advantage
the rich endowments of great benefactors of an earlier generation. Ramanathan, an
exempler in the administration of public trusts, is a standing reproach to this class
of inhuman and unabashed parasites who pillage and plunder public benefactions
and defeat the very purpose for which those pious benefactors made them. It is a
matter for great gratification that the Ramanathan Trust has in recent years been
reconstituted and placed in safe hands.

The Ramanathan Library, a rich store-house of rare books, with a reference section
reputed to be the best in the Island-one of his rarest treasures-which formed a part
of his bequest to Parameshvara, having been filched by two generations of trusted
custodians, is today in shambles. At a remove of well-nigh half-a-century, it is most
painful, even heart-rending to reflect upon the immensity of sweat and toil, of
sacrifice and self-denial that went into the building and endowing of Parameshvara,
to picture to ourselves the physical, mental and moral strain the greatleader endured
in his declining age and the increasing stress of his dwindling resources. already
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far exhausted by a long life of prodigal giving, in a supreme effort to give his people
a seat of learning worthy of their great and ancient heritage, at whose life-giving
springs their children and their children’s children could drink to their hearts’
content, and play and frolic at will to their souls’ satiety. Faced with the necessity
of giving Parameshvara College a modern and well-equipped laboratory to cope
with the growing needs of a scientific age, and confronted with the problem of high
prices soon after World War I, he mortgaged his home Sukhastan to a bank for Rs.
50,000/=. The mortgage was never redeemed and the considerate creditor brought
the property under the auctioneer’s hammer, only after the great benefactor had
passed out of the visible scene. Such indeed was the love he bore for his people, such
his anxious solicitude for their continued greatness and well-being. When this tragic
fate that awaited Sukhastan became widely known, a proposal was put forward that
the Tamils should as a people, raise a Fund, discharge the debt and make Sukhastan
a national memorial to the great leader. Unhappily, no response was forthcoming
and the proposal was dropped.

Some years ago, the Old Girls of Ramanathan College, smitten by a sense of
ingratitude to the great benefactor who first opened up for them the gates of higher
learning and helped conserve the ancient culture and traditions of Hindu woman-
hood, resolved to build a monument worthy of his great name and end for all time
the reproach that for decades had assailed them. The monument was to take the form
of a statue, erected in front of the municipal buildings, Jaffna. Much noise was made
about it and subscription lists moved round. [ comforted myself with the thought that
Ramanathan was at long last coming into his own, coming to be recognised for what
he really was, and continues to be, our greatest leader and benefactor of all time,
that the Tamils had after long years of neglect waked up to a sense of duty and piety
to the great ones of the past, that a new and memorable era was opening for them.

Many months later, passing by the municipal buildings, | happened to espy something
that resembled a statue. Curiosity awakened, [ ventured to draw nearer and nearer
to it and read the inscription on the pedestal. To my surprise, I discovered it was
the much-talked-of monument to the illustrious leader. It was more than a statue.
It was a caricature of that tall, stately and astounding personality. Moreover, there
was hardly any trace of bronze or marble one commonly associates with statues. On
inquiry, I learnt that as many as half-a-dozen bags of Kankesan cement and as many
baskets-ful of river-bed sand had gone into its composition.

[ thanked Providence I had lived to see a statue, though in truth a caricature, of
the heroic leader,; in the Northern metropolis, half-a-century after he had departed
from us; thanked the proposers and executors of this pious project, admired the
exuberant generosity and munificence of us Tamils, our readiness to do honour to
the great dead of all time. Any wonder, then, that there has in the past decades been
a total and utter bankruptcy of talent and leadership, a total and utter poverty of
men of genius and vision who could see far ahead of their time and lead a people to
their rightful destiny. Leadership, alas, thrives in more congenial soil. It is a matter
for satisfaction that the government of Srimavo Bandaranayake has since made
Parameshvara the Northern Campus of the University of Ceylon.

Ramanathan of Ceylon The life of Sir Pohnambalam Ramanathan, 1977
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ApLiumrs QL bQuDDEeT. @) IS TN LI FEHTHET, aUTWILILITL 19 Fs
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BmigsLiL Gererer. engFault QUM &%.8.GevrsSlerid “‘eFal pHABSaT” 6TegLD
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. 11.5CewrgadlmigmpLd, Gl L&SSLTSEF QFwHUL B au(bE@TDETLT. 6TesggLD
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wbFod QUi gyb o Failwmuilpd@Lb.

FLOTT @Q)(BLSI HYeWTHSETTE Yeoill LITHLD GHeITHS SL_eoowmhmw LgioLsf
(- SRTHFUTLES &BSF6T (F)eauTent(h) erOeT LoTSLh @uiay GLibieTarT. eufler
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Fb MIGwTLY. FETL_GD QULPBIKIGTTTHGT.

@)GIGUBL_LD LOFTSLOT 219 F6TGT G (HL),eNFSSIGTLD LOTGRT 6UTH@hSH@ LOGTSE T TFFemuw
Yafss Hlaror@Lb. srevevuiled FenL_Lpm 9LCaussslerLiler wmewnreugsenent_Gw
Cuats Cumiiguyib, Fmdar CGum g uyib, ail. LmeFts Cuim’ig uib pewr_ QLbHDET .
@eunmleb LpHeaTenLo avgrard GILIbHD LomTesTeUT H@hHGLI LIRFSET aupmigLl GLHmaT.
L&HTSLOT HThSwig Fefler QurarGmfls OsTE@HOwmern HFAL_ L H eTeveuT
Lomewt aU(hH@GLD alBCumHGSLILL L&) memevuiled e ST HenevenLouiley
ReOLIHSHSE TDHLITL B8 Lom@ILI(HE Fnl L QomeTn) BevL_QUDD S . HFHdnl L GH60
uewry S F. semtuBl Lerever jeuisenLb, srhdledeow Griled sewr® Liphws S
PBOLITHTSET HauTsHenhd CFmnOuTfleurhhers. oSarLiler FribsL,auenrLd S)b.
FERT(LPFTSSTLD jouTHener Fmshss FCFF wrauengub LA LPaNSS ).

wsT Hagnsd B slearssled YFAHw@Hd wrewreiHd 2 1 i 9 g Gy
FrsCagavalrib QFerm 2md@ pevl_GLnm aLh uT®Selh usiGUDDeTT. aeverGuwimry

60l YevwsHled aurfl LTHF@pLaT FaugrsLliflevw 9 maig SSerT. HauTTSS)H
eFgar Lomesrauflen,_Guwi oewmpb Hl F_S@GLD 20155 BIH6TS SHTRT(HLD U UileD

47
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QFUI ) (1pL9-5560 CauewT(HILD 6TEUTLI &I YHLOBIHET . MIFGTDGT MGG HS HlifleviwisaflarTey
Css55:52lub Yso HflevwselaTTed s LOTLSMSULD 6L _WeVTG) LG LISl
Gupriy Caugrswmisaer s nidlarpuiywmed Haursrfluisersd Q)elalTenr(GLb
Gavewr_puresmuibmi. eTarGos ewau$s YHLolb bl (3)bS () TewTenL_uLb F6vb S/
QFLIg56) Couenr(R oL Gl QLbDmTLD. @)senerwimb s CosHlpm Quiflwrmensdsled
FLOUIBST LTTenTLD (LpSevmal g LimL 1460 CaugsGpn sanpsdCahrmiss DG evFaud gienn
aflarmi & 616 Wi (LS Fm MIF@THTT. TaTCaU ML HLD, wFaGLOAUF: MFaILD
®USFCLOUF: WGUSSHTSLITLD, HFQULD, HF6UTSLTLOBAY] : 6TTD HTLOGTLOSD &HIF
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#CovrasFlarmed enFaldslar GLocumert s el miLbleveney, arsearenLouilarTGe engasGLo
SUFLDLIBSLOTGT G, GHFUFLOWILD GTGHTD HTFGRTLIOLIWIT QUbS &l eWFaUPSSTHE) %@L
F(55SID @) FICanr@Lb. s 5ails Bleveveniou/ib @) &iGal GMl&ELD.

@aiarGp s allains FmsSwnsamars OFul g (Pl &Sl GLOLIBISET 2 & FIaUTFTLD
QFi1 5 2 sHel) 2 & FlauTFaLd, @)L ens FTs5H), LmseTTEIauTSLD CFII S 4TSS
TS H60 Couewr(BLb.

g s aileurss Fflevwsear QFIwbCmg Lgmwenr afl" B H60w mewnrddbled
(ugenI&@) wrIsew STrenTsSlerr ey QarumFarDd (Lpseil HFeowFer pL_dhELb
Curs auren$@ aIeLILISS5SS5Gev enTLoserr (3)(hSH60 Cauemr(BLD. 6THHTHISSHIeYLD
LOGRTLOS @IS & @)L _LILITHS B0 @)(HSH60 QFTGLILIL L &)|. LOGRTLOSHGT CLPGT M)
srflwmsefled @)L 11msib QFrebeulii’ L&l Fmalg) eTiig Guwiehled @)L _LiLimsLb
Qe pusdlaid YATarssSaih Jorss) a@&GLCUTSIL QbS epermi
sTRwmSeey aurens@ QL _LILTssSle) wevarall @)BhHsH60 Cauewi(BLb. QETLITFGTLD
wpsedlw Fflevwger pL_s@Lb CUTS Lhayais@ aeliLsss5 G @) mpbse GLmLiL@GLD.
a0 Fflevwseafled allaursd pHedlw FL_miIGHeNeVb LOBIFEW STTeRTSSIET LierL|
Quewr @)L _LILT&SSe) @)BhSH6 6TaveVTs KFleMGGLD TATM 2 WTTH, Qbs allay
wEHene eV LTTSHS C\HTETEHSE 2 6Vs FLOLINTSTUILDTEG LD.

BHaebaed

9 per ey CmGearmdFaurd GFuised Gouswr®rd. CL_mGermdFalld 6T6drLI )
B BYEhFL YGLD. aTenns:Cs GlFuial ZiLpessT(®) Hevir LomipTeaT GIFUIG FHI(LPEUT(R.
OpFTfGUINGFaIb

vggmer Aeunsnflwmy psers eTebeurd AaunFmRuisHens@GL @) T Fribser
2 & GlurFard QFuISSeT LTl &aumd) FbBlISTTD YHeDdSTT LOGWTL_Lid S)60
yFmflwiser eraGevmengujib @)hEHSFOFUIS LY,enF, STLDLLGULD, FhBGLD, LiewTeiT,
TS flsh Qemausmars CFul g CFL Fement, aevSTLb, 2S5 WD LpHedluier
QTS & HauTsepen_w YFTauTsseamsl CLbn SaTLier yeviibselHdhdLD
6760 BT (h & GLD auabd s &) gih, Lewrd (ppellweaTajd QHTHS FH 9aUF FeDarTiLd
FHCsmauILBSS) AaGLBLOTEIL 1w HeSHHETHESMSLI CLDH ) 2 WIITTHeTTS,
PaurFrRlugsener unsE FHSLOML HaUTHTS Q)00 H5G MPdHIF CFarm
afly, BilgFrsd Qumsed Cauewr(HLb. aUTH@hdbE HHWTHTVSSe0 GLTFeaTLD
pBevreT auFs) QFIFameGILI FLOTTTSEILD TG M| Fa MIGULT.

anrLcomiGapasLd

Aeuast, QyLbLimerT, LUFQUTTELPTSSFGT (LpSOTHI 6TeVVTF HauTLAH@hSGLD GDISFHLILIL L
&6V LoGWTL_GUTLI Gy LD (LpL-UJLD QUGN THEHLD GVBLIGTLD (LpFG6) GWAUDGVT HGVUF GBLIGH LD
auengu/Lb 2 arer eauGleurh BmehLd HLGaysb ApliLimssF QFuigsey Gouewr(hLb.

6B LOGRTL_GULD : S)FLIgoyLb eTedT My QL. 9FHTeudy 45 HreT Fevi 48 [BTeiT 6T68 MILD
Q& meTeufy, 2 SHLOLD 45 [BIT6IT G(h LOGHTL_GULDTGLD. Q)bSLI LITHTILONS 2 SSLD, LoGHLOLD,
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2ISBLOLD, 61681 W) QFTVLILIRHGTD SlarssHentssns eTarGal 23, 12, 10 BT 6TaT () 555
FETEHHTEAYLD AoV QFTaTUTTSHGT. S 48, 45, 40 TRIHGID FHeTEHHTH@YLD
2 $5L0, L0SSHILOLD, SLOLD YFHaLD HTL Hafle) ewr_eTLCayssens LY Ts5H) OlFul S
Q& mTeiTeu HI(LpewT(B), auFsHerd uFdleowls QuTmis HiF GCFWILIBHeUSTEGLD, Fevir
esir_erLiCaus (LpLy aumer SarsSleh FHevsSraamFTLCayspib evevs FrHTLGCay
spib (psdwer GQFuig @uey 2 hFal (pgediwerajd CFUIalS QUILPSFLOTGLD. @)HeT
ety @ o FrLpger. 2.6 glaursear saumdlsGs QFuigse Galeuwr(pLb.

Qs tgsmrwrs Cagnsn alFlseilsd ammdwig GuwuriGays Hflevwsamar
pevpLiLig. QFiIg (pHILIGILID @)epaustr SBaiar W BHE.
oI oML GapasiLb

2Jay_Lpgareh FTddw Comay Bleumgewt, 9GHTy, Fwarw LpHevmet GLImBL (BLb
GuTGayseh O\FIIg LevenaTenL e QLIT(HL LD Heuflwib QFuiw Calewriy wi g
oewir_eumLiGaysLb.

wanTanai BGaMBaTD

@LuTGaysssmaib GeULILIGSTEILD THUL L L0aDTHEOS BleuTdduiler GLimmL
LIS, TLOGRTLOITGST @l TGWITGITGS LIGVSTT LIVSTLDLYL6VTS) 5 Causereh Gl g LiTmLosss
TMLSFGT eVl 2eniiTHeT (LpelGIITTHEnS5SHeSS5e60.

RUD SSNG
SITMDRHMNDH

Fpmlsaiens el Csaemssendsd HYLGausb o HFaID (LpSHeOeTaIHEDD
QFeIUWITS BL_THHIB6V. FHTTLoSHeeTereuTHer 6T60BUMTHLOTS GILIMTEIFGE, LOGHL
Cum®seb el Caverallser CLimevsF GFUI G euenTmIGSH60, S(BLPEOD R FHIS6 9)FHeuT
Ueiry spsLgmentid pFedw Lgmenrmsenar CaHraledled Ly HFyls QULITBET o mHeD
o LipBlwrgd OFuige), Gopuiy oewr_evriGaysLb (LpLguLb auenTdHELD Gaug LTI mweTLD
Gapaumgib (LpHedws Ly 560, sl HULNTTISSar QF IS (LpHeilw C\FIIS6 QYeviidd)e
@ evmeuer FTBBlSS Wb ewr_ujb QUITBL BHF QFuISeTELD.

wperGaraveur yevws GLbumNGayds LocviT

2_6iTenLd Hlemmbs 2 _HSHLDE0T SHEITLIMIY 2 _WITEHT60T 6DMILIETOT SlIhFFemL LM
S6ITEMLIleONS &(HEDEUITEFTI| &6UoTLDEDITLIMYE &600TLMILI Llevoflé@Ld snsevoflgmeoT Lime
GUETEITEDMIT EUWIMGIE LIBLPEUM eTNIHEOLIMY 611665 M] 6)60ITEmLDLSE Sh&LDS! LIl
LI6b&6EmED 2_6mMI5S LIGOTTLILIMIY 6TemLDLILIGT0T Q& MeuoT LMkl slemevriiuimioll LievoflGeumd win@Lp
- GLDbyeuT
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WIMLPLILITERTL LIDSHEe0SBLDS L35\ HIanLDaITulled

SauTet HHHFTI

[BIGRITHENGVS FI6OD,
WITHLILITGRTL LIGDHEDGVEHHLOSHLD.

‘urpLb (pewpsaner QLeTds 2 HLSSwmsa b LewrLm " ® GLomgensseaergLb
2CHCBILD LIGHILIML 19 696iTd HL_L_e9L0&H@GLD OFWDHLITHHHET 2 6OL_I%THa LD
SLL_L_miar 2 airerer - Gevrmi CaFmur.

SLL_L_S5H60 6TTLI G| )15 FoLPFHSBIGT QUITLYSES (Lpewm Lo MILD 2Lp&Hliich gjauTalilesr
QupioreTrIGeTTHa D LewUTL (B Qe fluwmsefler srenrilg CSmL_FLm ey
oar Gorseb aflatmGHauGCGsT® b CHFdSlar QLITHauTar LewTLTL (B aTLD,
mpEes (Lpenuiles T BISaTTSLD 2 OTeTS). LOGHTSET ST QUTLHEIG)LIGEISH6 6T auLf)
SATESHTATOHTT DL wWTeTlILBRSSLILL L QeuaflulleneT ULy auenLod &% G\ meiTeudeur
ageTODeTeyLb SL L L _&FHemev QFmarer iLiBHlern &).”

‘GLL_L &M’ T LIGLD HL 1L _L_BI&HaTdh FHL (HSH6 6Tari S LoL " (hLOGT D)
serarfls Hewp, QarQuUT@pL. &Lt L dsemev Cumearp e Ceaum HewmHerley/Ld
LwRTL@SSLIUL B UGBS TDS. “WFe Tevape augsn” (S L L &FHme) eTey/Lb
9 mHlev urgsens Lilgmerdw GLomPlulledlsb 5 HL_etT aummibli s G\FT6L 6T6wTLI S/L_68T
HCrsas5Fle0 “arkhitekton” LigLb “arkhi” (Master) Loj myb “tekton” (Builder) Guimairm ()
QFmhaefer @eenTiiLins QmsHan . Ghléss FCrss CaursFOFmeedlhg @) enenTwimer
T555m5CIW QevsSaned gn b “Architectus” 6TepiLb LISUPLD OVFTERTLY. (BS5HGITD .
Qaunnedl s aubs Lgmeardws Ggmeievrar “architecte” eTapiLb GFTaD “Ga(h HL_L_L_SHlair
SL(DLoTaTseSs FL L LA QF QFwevrn miLieus ereniib QUThenard: Q% Tesi(Herer ).’

‘GL_HLOTTEIG®eTd HL-_(HeuH/LD alg auenLoliLiGLomer Lulpd SL 1L 1L dsemev’
GTRTLILIRLD. GUIILTS UAGSHS5555 SL L L _BSHeTTeles LTéHeEhLLTaILOTS el GULD
whmib &L 1L_ewoliy Cureamaihenn @aTHerenTLiLSTS Q) héHGLD et ‘Gailiovg’
YFTTEH Fn AN F.* FLL_L_SHO 6TGTLIG SL_L_L_BIF®6TH HL(R6U gL _ar LoL " (HGLo
WL PUUESSLIUL TS SLBHLomerlt QUMb S (PLOTGTLD, Jal” (B HL_(h)LOTGUTBISGTTG
LDTST QUL QUGDLDLIL|S6T, BlevSCHTHNS SL L I HHM6V 6TTLIQIDEDUILD LG LD.
CprésLb HH&bam L aug auLs, Qeuad eTarLiauDedm 2 (HSHfL) QF LG LTHYIWEHLOSSEYILD
BISAPLD. i SIL_6¥T HL_(HLOTGTLD LOL " (HLOGHT) (G5 Lp@GTIT F5LGD ) &l DJGWLOGHLILIL 19 (hHEGLD
YLOQIL_LD GTGITLIGS QLD SL L | GFHeO6VSH dn MISGTTHLI LITTHSLILIL . GeuesLy Wenal.
SLL L 550 QST HTIIpLy TS FnmISevarud G&Tewry (FHGLD 6TTLISDG
Ugrarflig S 1_1L_55e6v@hT &Y STILFWIT Famith “eafuilair HLp o (BHH6IT 6Ly auEISHeT

Lank Jon, Desai Madhavi, Architecture and Indipendence, 15.

Mallgrave, Architectural Theory, 23.

Gsug).

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/architecture, ‘What is Architecture’.

B W N e
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Apliyp o erergomer Fflwimet ALy eumdihg Lgomesi._Seagd Q& mesiy (Hdh@LD”
GTGID H[5EHMB T(HS FISHTL L _TH FnD(LPLY-UJLD.”

GLL LGSV el Ls s, afleheprartd Gumerpeumn miL_ et
Qam_iLQsmeral g Cuimed GleuelGeun 2ewIGLpednsHaiich Qanedm aUTHEHEITLD:
1. HE6VEHT HEVT.S QIIDEHSIITET YDDEVIL_GT HL_L_L_SSeV&HE I HEDFHELOSH G LG
Ysadslpawar QaallliLGsse, 2. sanfls Guearglsallwe, ailehehTarm sHer,
afleh@prar LpevpuiiicvHenL o Geuelemwsd &L L_emdHe0, 3. FHlwimar S Lo _6v,
QLY QULISSHE, eLPLIGILIT(HL _FemarT (Q)enenidHel, QeuDnn@ GCLOGVTS GVEIHTTEIHEaTS

ST F QFIS6D, 4. SL L 1 1D SL 1L LI 1L SHFTQT LIWGTLITL 19 UEHOGTLI LTS
QFIBeIL_aiT QTS SLomar Gauef (LpaHTanLod Fiaidensd CF Ty (FSH6, 5. LpHlich
QeI " 14 ewerd GVFTeRTLY-(5HB6V, LITTEOGUILITOTT SL_L_L_GenbLl LITTH@EGLCLIT S
Guoevglaiomer myLiflener aupmid) gypdwm Csrpmliur@seamer GeuaflliL®s560.
Q)GUUTDHITET 9JeIG(LLeODHGNGT 919 LILiewL_uileV/Lb HL LI SHeeVHaarT auTHeHeTLD’.

QurgaTss HL 1L 1L ssmewrarsg Crrssid Hmgk QumipsGUTsEE, Bevar,
sevall, awewflsin, wnmih Csmifled Femm erers Lied Coum auens LGS SLILIGLD.
L& S6T QUTLDAUSDSTET Loas % (LpasrCarhms HiL_eT mlayd FlewnH@nb aumuiGomif)
wrysaflarmeb QFwepepsaflarmeyd gupmiseniwd GO mL_mialuwGLmsg
SLL_L_1D S (HS6 Q(h SGUIITSE 2 (HAUTETS/. LDSFGT QUTLDAISDFTEGT (B)GVGVMEISH G L,
QY TFTH@HSHTGT LOTONGHHEFHGIHLD, UGTSHEHeVSHeVBIF@HLD LoD MILD QUM HISHL L_L_BIFH6T
LIV@LD 2 (heUTHSHLILIL 19 (hHGLD 6TaTLISIe) @uwiLbleVama.

SLL_L_BIS6T L6V LIGSHewerd Q& menriq (BLLieniLb 6Ths 06T HL L _L_&5Hlew /LD
LpSEW Y5TS “Hlenpaumuiled” FTeRTlILIBLD. BTG ‘P af(h) VeV gy HL L 1L SHler
BIpaLILGH e HL 1L Sdler LpsliLjeulf) miempaumuiled” eTar 9emLpdsLiLiBILD .
R ‘umuiled’ 9eveV g ‘BIewLpUTUIIG)’ GTETLIG HOUTHETTE GHLPLILIL L Q)L_SFDE
DUV G HBDGET BIDLPAUSDFTET (5 LGSNWITSGLD. @)BD& HIL 19 QUTF6), FTem6V
2J606V G LITeng e1ar Gou miQILIWITSH@HLD 2 e9T(B). 24TLbLISH FauT evev g Gauedluiled
2 airer @enL_Glavaf 9ebev gl Gemareniwid &GS @) FO1FTe LIIGTLRSSLILL (R Lieery
STLOTHDSS6V BlewLpaumuilevSer Hef QT HL _(PLOTGTLOTS LOTDHDLOGHL _5SHEHT.

BIoLpauTuleVSH 6T EMLOGSLILIBILD QULPSHLOTET. S| LITTLDLIFIILOTS LD&SH6N, GUTHETIBIHET,
QT F6iT Lo MILD GIEVEIG ST GTGTLIGUD MISSHTET FIMLHE 9J6bav g Qauafl G miausHs Tear
QLOLILITES STewrILL L6y, LIDFTevSSle) @)emar LITFIFTLIL), HEFTTLD, QUITBeTTSTT
9Lallps8) Cumetn LVCeu gy FTyemTriIGeneT BILAESSLD LLILIBRSSLILIL L FjL_GT 2611_&
wmhpSEHCHHL 2JeVEISTT CoUeneuLILIT(REL_LGST6UTEHa LD LOTHDHLOGHL_[hEH6T GTGOTGUTLD.
slevpauruilevser eweu FL 1 L1 et GBrésib, LWETUT®R 6TerLeuD midhCHL
L1cVGau mi IS LILIB G LILIB G DarT.

5 Bosug.
6  Mallgrave, Architectural Theory, 25-27.
7 Wikipedia.org, “Gateway”.
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LoFleVSHOTTE) GHLOLILIL L BHTSSlGT aumuiled
[BEOL_LITenSHFH6TIG eumiley

afpsaflar mienLpeumuiled

P w N R

Gam_an_uflasr mievLpeumuiled erarts Licvaunemd GmIiSl_evmib.® Q)b miewLpeuruilsddher
QLDGGLD QUPSFHLD 6TTLI G| BT HSGBHT(H g Q)L SSDH_1b Caumiu’L_srs
9jenLowievib. gllareaned @)enas S mrib, GOuI®), GLomif), HeTFFTLD, LiGwTLIT®)
2e1_FLD LOHMILD FHM6TEH HL L4 WeUTH6T eTarLicupmlesr GeuefiLim®EHermsGeu
<9 GOLD5 B/ GTGITGIT.
QauaiGaumy prRFefed miewLpeuTuiledser enL_, erevenev, GamLgLb, aumuilhGasmiygLb
wpnith Qeaupnm) eaenearey erer Lic)Caum Blewavgafled euariyFF e b Sl 6T aTeT.
2 STIILOTS HievLpaumuilebFeamard &mld@Lb eTeanev (Barrier) erairii g “afluflic Fib g
UTTSSLILGESTD S SToUH Hewau HL_cvFer Cuimerp Ljaflufluied yLbFEISTTC
9V G/ @)edmiTanTenLo Q\HTERTL BTBHHET, O TFTEIFHBEISET, LOTHIGVEISET, (TGTLICIDDITC
B sL1L@Hlerpesr™. GQLLDLITTET BTH N6 LodFHaT afleVm GSaT LoH MILD
QumapL et B 19 H& 2-6TCarwyb GeuaflGuwiuib CFauewnsS HL_BHLILIMHSD HIUSDHFHTH
6TEUEEVSHL_HLILITHIHET 2 aTeraT. Qewauulb Y TibLiGsled GMILILITS pafarsSnd
pHuL L sreliu@ggluiled menpaTuiledFHer eTanilb T5555)C LITTSEHLILIL L 6.

2aiaurGp mempaumuilencvd Gmlé@Lb LwnmiGmm, GFreevrear “Gainn) aienarey”
TRTLIGILD (pSFwiomers. @QFOFTTaTS Lewen,_w CrmupL_er GFTL_JLjeoL_iw
SNS HIQULDTET HLL_L_&5H6M6V QUeEH &6 QETDTGLD. CTTLOFTHET 6TL" DIeVHETSHGL_LD
QBHS QFFL L L &SI SFAUMLOS S (H5HFTLD. 6TL . M) HGTFHET & mi%HeiT
BHIEIF@h&HEG aUTuleFHaT 66V Gl HlewLpauTuileser erer ailifleurs evmsfdbsri "L
RDEOD QUGHGTEHEATIGHL_I UTUNGOHENGTLI LILGTLRSSGTT. ‘R (LPFHHILILDTGST HLIGHT
QaargallILSDEHTEH VS P06 GOILILNL_S555 BHLheO6 BleweTe) on MIaISDHEHTSH
QDSGSLILIL L LTS’ YGLb." @Qaluemaeralled oh aur' L GLocOauemaray Lom mjLb
FHITHILPRLI LiGS) TRTLIGT (Lp&ENLI . MISOTTHS HTETLILILL_aoT. 9jSasr GlauaflLiLjmib
VRIS TT CauemaliLmRenl_w FGFApLmIGar, s0aL B&ar, OGML_[TLjeoL_ul
FEeVSGIT GTTLIUDDITE) VmISHSHLILIL L_6oT. Q)aUDMIGTL_THLI LITTHGIITATTH@hSE
ue QFuigswars G HalldGLd pSHTHa Db CITLD LOGTETTHef6T FITHMaTHeT,
Qeupplwmerysefler QFwevser, Gumi Qeupmlger CLITETD LIV SL_bSSHTeV O\LI(EEHLOHEHGHT
Blevaray L HausTHayb YIF HSFHTrsHler Guluf_masab Qe pienpemuiledser
QdL&GSHLILLL_aT. @)Feears COsTL_TbGs 2 wbsmHley/D 2 6TeT LIV B&IEISH6T60
Comwmelws umesilulevmer Geumh) aUeHaTa BT FL L _LILiL" I 6T, iBenetd O\FTL_[Tb &l

S0 % CHeneudsCaHhL aulg aueoLOLILIG) LIGV LDMHDEIGEGTWLD Q\FUISGTLT.

8 Etymonline.com, “Gateway”.

9 Traugott, “The Insurgent Barricade”, 36-37.

10 Rodgers, “Roman Architecture: An Expert Guide to the Glorious Classical Heritage on Ancient Rome.
South Water”, 56-59.
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L _1b.01: The Arch of Titus, Rome, 81C.E,
https://www.walksinrome.com/blog/the-arch-of-titus-rome.

sraleuTpmuileb WmILTFASSETOL ey YL FuTerTHer S midhehd % Ter
QFrps Geumn aemarasear 2 (hauTdhGager elpevld Crmiomesflus LoTL]%eEhL_ 6T
SEIGEaT Q)emenrd &% Gsmarer (pwaTmery. O SmL_[Fb 5 16 YLD [BITDHMDTEwT1q 6ur
Q) migluileb Qe Qaub aUeHaTayHeNeT ENLOWISSHBSSTET S LOTHDLOGHL b S/ (3)TTew)audk
CamenL_sor, CHeumevwmIseT, BEHT TmiGHear Cumetn QUITEHS HL L I BI%SeTewr
&L @ewenrssLiLL L e, Ybsaiansuile 2 ewGsmEed 2 aTer fev LpdhkiL
miepeuruilebs@psamar o rgenroms: Brandenburg Gate (Berlin), Gateway of India
(Mumbai), Arc de Triomphe (Paris), Buland Darwaza (India), Catharin Palace Gate (Russia)
Curermeupenmd GMILILNL_eurTLD.

Qe @uary) separulesaflar aamsliLTRsalle) @arnTs Q)b 5%
Gamailsvsafar Camrms@pd (LpsHLTeTsl eTaTevriD. ()b 51%Casralledlar aumssD
u@gHuiled YmsAGHLILL L @ BewpeliLGdwmer CHmLTomeTd Samail_L
umenfls Camallebseflar pésdlw ybFwmE. Camalled euerTsmsHafler 6Tebeneveir
aAlayu@sSSLILL B CEmygmFer 9ewdSLLESarpert. 6O\&aret) ks wmalle
@uepLbumevres CHmLTmISeT Q)b 5% CHralesenssTear aumuilevsearTsaLb £ev FLoewmTs
Gamallevsendsarear aumuilebserTseayb Lt i’ L . CHmLTLD 6TaTLISET (LpenmGis
C&T eTaiTLI G ‘QTFenaTuLd’ LimLD 6TeiTL Gl ‘Bleneveumuiled’ smel sl HLhlébs (LpLgwims
Blewevwimes aumuiley ererayLd GLim@paTLIGLD.

11 https://ncert.nic.in/textbook/pdf/kefal06.pdf, “Temple Architecture in India”.
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A Lopiar comsiisicng of owe Sery.

UL 10.02: Gamuggdler Csmpmib, &.10) 12 941b BT HDTESI(®),
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gopuram.

Camygsdler Cambpid LPpHESGSUINBLOL_& & LI6V6V6 LOGTET TSN HTevdSley
QB5Cs YowsFlear LGHWTS Qo 2 (FauTaTS GTTeUTLD. HSHTald O\FEISH6D,
LDITLD (LPSHGUITGT (LPDHLIL L_&HTeVd SL L L SHHen6v 2e1_FmIFHefDEGLI LISGTHS H606n6VLI
LTI 1§ D@ Q& TemT(®) 6ubSeLOUIGHL ) LIGDeVauTHTeVS SLOLPBTL 19 60 BenL_GlLiHm
p&HEW LomHmEISeNe) RETDTGLD. @)SETTeOSTET FDHL_L_L_ LoFLIGT (LpaiTGearTiy FH@neT
LIGVGURUTSHGT (LPSGTGDLOIITGTOUTHETTSHS HTeRTLILIRG SIL_6T Q)auTHafeT FTevdSBleD
@ w565 Osaraflsgul urenfluilevmer Csmallsbsear Camhmib G\LIHD SIL_GT LI 1LY WTS
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Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan

C. Shanmuganayagam

Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan designated as ‘the greatest Ceylonese of all
times’ by D. S. Senanayake, the first Prime Minister of independent Ceylon, was
born on 15th April 1851, and passed away on 30th November 1930. He dominated
the public life of this country like a colossus for well over 50 years during the last
quarter of the 19th century, and the first quarter of the 20th century, as aptly stated
by Dr. CW.W. Kannangara, a senior Cabinet Minister. His 75th death anniversary
fell on 30th November 2005 and his 155th birth anniversary will fall on 15th April
2006.

He was a lawyer par excellence, a legislator of the highest probity championing
the causes of all communities in the Island and a highly cultured philosopher-
statesman, as envisaged in Plato’s ‘Republic’ and a devout spiritual seeker. He was
enrolled as an Advocate in 1873, and enjoyed a lucrative practice at the Bar until
1886.

The Governor nominated him to the post of Unofficial Member of the Legislative
Council in 1879, on the retirement of his illustrious uncle Sir Muthucoomaraswamy.
(who himself was an international figure, having been knighted personally by Queen
Victoria at Buckingham Palace in London, for his services to the comity of nations,
and who was the father of Ananda Coomaraswamy, the well known international
scholar). Ramanathan functioned as an Unofficial Member of the Legislative Council
until 1892 and was hailed as a doughty fighter for the rights of all communities in
the Island.

He was then appointed by the Governor as Solicitor-General in 1892 and functioned
as such until 1906, and acted as Attorney-General on several occasions during this
period. He availed himself of this period of service as a senior Law Officer of the
Crown to introspect and produce very illuminating writings on Christian and Hindu
spiritual themes. The Governor at that time Sir Henry Blake was so impressed with
the depth of his spiritual writings, that he gave him one year’s leave from 1905 to
1906 to go on alecture tour of USA to deliver talks on spiritual topics at the request of
over 200 signatories to an invitation, calling upon him to enlighten the intelligentsia
in the United States, in the wake of Swami Vivekananda'’s spiritual awakening of the
people of America 12 years earlier, in 1893 at the World Parliament of Religions.

Earlier during his tenure of office as Solicitor-General, he was nominated by the
Government to represent Ceylon as a delegate to the Golden Jubilee celebrations
of Queen Victoria in 1897 at London. At the request of Lord Salisbury, the Prime
Minister at that time, he delivered an eloquent speech at the celebrations, dressed
in his immaculate long coat and turban, which was greatly appreciated by all
present. Lord Salisbury described him as the most accomplished speaker in the
British Empire and the Queen awarded him a gold medal on the occasion. It is
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interesting to note that this appellation was subsequently conferred on Srinivasa
Sastri of India in the 1930’s, when he was known as ‘the silver-tongued orator of
the British Empire’.

Ramanathan entered active politics again in 1911 on being elected by the people
as the first Educated Ceylonese Member of the Legislative Council of Ceylon by a
sweeping majority. [t was a historic event, as he was the very first candidate to be
elected to the Legislature of the country by an all-Ceylon electorate, prior to the
introduction of universal franchise in. 1931 under the Donoughmore constitution.
He was re-elected to this seat in the Legislative Council in 1916 and held it until
1921.

Ramanathan was not only steeped in Hindu and Christian mysticism, but was
deeply involved in the revival of Buddhist activities in Ceylon. He was responsible
for the Government declaring Wesak a public holiday, and was closely associated
with Col. Henry Olcott, the co-founder of the Theosophical Society, in promoting
Buddhist education in schools. Olcott had said ‘From the time Buddhists of Ceylon
began to take into their own hands the education of their youths, we have had a
staunch friend and co-operator in the person of my friend Mr. Ramanathan, the
Solicitor-General of Ceylon'.

Sir Baron Jayatilaka, the Head of the Cabinet in the State Council, referred to
Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan on one occasion as ‘the greatest man Ceylon has
produced during the past 50 years. (The writer had the good fortune of meeting
Sir Baron at a Colombo University Students’ Union dinner in 1940 where the writer
as the Chairman happened to receive and toast Sir Baron as the Chief Guest at the
dinner).

A. Ratnayake, President of the Senate, (whom the writer knew personally, as his
home at Frankfurt Place, Colombo, was the venue for several ]. Krishnamurti group
discussion meetings organized by the writer) once described Sir Ponnambalam
Ramanathan as ‘the father of Ceylonese Renaissance’.

Ramanathan himself has been reported earlier as saying, about his dedicated
service to the people of Ceylon: ‘Take the Sinhalese nation. I have served the race all
my life. In my twenty-eighth year I entered the Legislative Council and never once
have I thought myself to be a member of the Tamil community only [ supported
the Sinhalese interests and every other interest and treated every subject with the
same sympathy and desire to do the best for all communities. I knew through and
through the men and women of the Sinhalese community of all classes. They have all
the characteristics of a great people. They are decidedly considerate and peaceful’

It is reported that during the widespread and prolonged Sinhalese-Muslim Riots
of 1915, the British Governor came down with a heavy hand on the Sinhalese
community and declared Martial law and ordered the Police and the Army to arrest
and imprison several prominent Sinhalese leaders. Among those imprisoned were
D. S. Senanayake, D. R. Wijewardena, Dr. Cassius Pereira, E. T. De Silva, FR. Dias
Bandaranaike, H. Amarasuriya, A.H. Molamure and several others. It is said that
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some other leaders were shot without trial. Ramanathan thereupon came to the
rescue of the Sinhalese community and fought hard and long against the tyranny of
the British Government.

Anagarika Dharmapala who was in India at that time wrote to Ramanathan
thanking him for his valiant efforts in pressurizing the Government to do justice to
the Buddhists of Ceylon, both in and outside the Legislative Council, and requesting
him to persevere with his agitation. Ramanathan then made a special trip by ship
to England, in October 1915, braving the German submarines that were attacking
British ships at that time during World War 1, and made cogent representations
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies in London and to several British
Parliamentarians and politicians, and had the Governor and the Army Brigadier
recalled and replaced, and all the Sinhalese leaders duly released from prison.

When he returned to the Island, Ramanathan was given a hero’s welcome at the
jetty by a grateful public, A. E. Goonesinghe and Lionel (later Sir John) Kotalawela
and a few others went on board the ship to receive him and later as A. C. Seneviratne,
a prominent Sinhalese, related ‘No horses, but relays of men thirty number drew his
carriage through the streets to his residence at ‘Sukasthan’, Ward Place, Colombo, as
a mark of deep gratitude’. Among these grateful men who drew the carriage were
some of the elite in the Sinhalese community.

As regards to his personal life, Ramanathan married Chellachiammal, daughter
of Nannithamby Mudaliyar, a wealthy businessman of Colombo, in 1874 and had
two sons Rajendra and Varnadeva. He was awarded the prestigious title of C.M.G
(Commander of the Order of St. Michael & St. George) by the Imperial Government
in 1889, and was made a King’s Counsel in the legal profession in 1903. He was
conferred a Knighthood by the Imperial Government in 1921. After the death of his
first wife, he married in 1906 an English lady by the name of Miss. Harrison, who
was his devoted secretary during his American lecture tour and who later came to
be known as Lady Leelawathy Ramanathan, and was Principal of the Ramanathan
Ladies College in Jaffna for several years after Sir Ramanathan’s demise. Their only
daughter Sivakamy later married Natesa Pillai, a very cultured person of Indian
origin, who became a Member of Parliament in Ceylon, (and whom the writer had
the good fortune to meet and get to know personally).

The Ponnambalavaneswara Temple at Kochchikade, Colombo, was originally built
by Ramanathan’s father in 1856 out of brick and mortar. Ramanthan demolished it
in 1906, and he built a new splendid granite temple with delicately carved rockstone
pillars and images on this site between 1907 and 1912 at a cost of two million
rupees. He also later built two small temples at the Ramanathan Ladies College
campus at Chunnakam and at the Parameswara Boy’s College campus at Tinnevely,
Jaffna, both founded by him, the great Philanthropist that he was.

The writer, who is now 86 years old, had the good fortune, as a schoolboy of 11
years, to listen to one of the last talks of Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan at the
Saiva Maha Sabha hall at Kandy in 1930. One still vividly remembers the stately
turbaned figure of the speaker beginning his English speech with a rendering of
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Saint Manickavasagar’s famous Tamil hymn: ‘Muthineri Ariyatha Moorkarodu
Muyalvenai’ and explaining how the saint ‘in an ecstatic mood marvels (Achovey),
at the way the Lord so graciously purifies his mind of all the dross and grants him
ineffable joy and liberation.

The Island, April 12, 2006

Sri Pon. Ramanathan, Lady Ramanathan and daughter Sivagamasunthari
(Picture taken during their Malayan Tour)
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1.

The Memorandum of

Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan
K.C.,C.M.G., M.L.C. Ceylon.

on the Recommendations of the Donoughmore Commissioners
appointed by the Rt. Honourable the Secretary of State for the

Colonies, to report upon the Reform of the Existing Constitution. of

the Government of Ceylon (1924-1930).

Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan's Memorandum on the Reform of the Constitution of the
Government of Ceylon, as proposed by the Donoughmore Commission and amended by
the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

The people of Ceylon did not call for the appointment of a body of British Commissioners

who had no experience whatever of its indigenous communities, to come to Ceylon and
formulate a scheme of government to suit their real needs and aspirations. It was Sir Hugh
Clifford who wrote a despatch to the Secretary of State for the Colonies (the Rt. Hon. Mr.
Amery) and suggested an inquiry into certain impasse conditions which were alleged by him
to prevail in and out of the Legislative Council of Ceylon.

This despatch was not laid before the Legislative Council, though an unofficial Member
moved that it be tabled. Had it been produced, the unofficial Members would have onsidered
them carefully and stated their views upon the intsraised. But they were not given the
opportunity. It will be remembered that His Majesty's Order in Council of 923 declared by
Article 62 that the Council elected in terms of it should endure for a period of five years only
from the date of the publication in the Ceylon Government Gazette of the return of the first
Member elected at the general election, and the Duke of Devonshire, who was then Secretary
of State for the Colonies, explained to Governor Manning, in his Grace's despatch dated 22nd
January, 1924, the reasons for this limitation of the Council's life, as follows: "It is eminently
desirable that the constitution be stabilized for a period sufficient to enable the new Members
to gain experience of its working and to form, after full inquiry, conclusions as to the lines
best adapted for its development.'

In view of this pronouncement, the unofficial Members of the Council naturally expected
that, at some reasonable time before the end of the five year period, they would be called
upon with all the experience gained by them of the working of the Council between 1924 and
1929 to state whether they were content with the existing constitution and, if not content, in
what respects they would require it to be altered. In these circumstances, it would have been
well if Mr. Amery had apprised them of the difficulties that were reported to have arisen in
Ceylon owing to the conduct of some of their colleagues in the Standing Finance Committee.

Soon after receiving Sir Hugh Clifford's despatch, Mr. Amery appointed a Special
Commission of Inquiry, consisting of Lord Donoughmore, Sir Matthew Nathan, Sir Geoffrey
Butler, and Dr. Drummond Shiels, to go to Ceylon and report upon "the working of the
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existing constitution, and on any difficulties of administration which may have arisen in con-
nection with it, to consider any proposals for the revision of the constitution that may be put
forward, and to report what, if any, amendments of the Order in Council now in force should
be made."

Are these terms of Mr. Amery's reference to the Donoughmore Commission, dated 6th
August, 1927, in accord with the promise of the Duke of Devonshire, or are they different?
Mr. Amery is the best person to answer this question, because he was in possession of
all the papers con- nected with it, including the despatch of Sir Hugh Clifford, (which he
declined to lay before the Legislative Council). But, fortunately, we, too, are in a position to
answer it, because Sir Hugh himself has disclosed its contents in an article on Ceylon, which
appears in the fourteenth edition of the Encyclopadia Britannica. He states there why, having
served as Governor of Ceylon between November, 1925, and June, 1927, he was obliged to
"recommend the appointment of a Commission to examine the situation and to report as to
the measures that could be best taken to surmount the impasse."

Comparing the terms of reference of Mr. Amery to the Donoughmore Commissioners with
those suggested by Governor Clifford, we see that both violate the solemn promise given by
the Duke of Devonshire (in his despatch to Governor Manning dated 22nd January, 1924) to
the unofficial Members of the Council that, before the period of five years fixed by the Order
in Council elapses, they would be given sufficient time to enable them, with all the experience
they have gained of the working of the constitution, to form after full inquiry conclusions as
to the lines best adapted for its development. This promise was upheld later by Mr. Amery
himself by his telegram read in the Legislative Council (by the Colonial Secretary on the 5th
of November, 1928) that he would not take any steps to give effect to the recommendations
of the Special Commission until this Council had had full opportunity of placing its view.

In his article on Ceylon, Governor Clifford traced the development of the impasse situation
in the island in 1927 to certain formidable causes which, if believed to be true, left to Mr.
Amery no other alternative but to appoint a Special Commission as asked by Sir Hugh.
The terms of reference, however, did not preclude the Commissioners from examining the
unofficial Members as to the truth or falsity of the causes which were alleged by him to have
brought about the crux in the island. Nevertheless, they do not appear to have informed or
examined them about the charges.

I enumerate the alleged causes urged by Sir Hugh for the appointment of a Commission, in
order to show how very mistaken he was in regard not only to the standpoint of view of the
unofficial Members but also to the sentiments of the people whom he maligned, owing to
his deficiency in peace, poise and tactfulness. No one can accuse him of unworthy motives.
He fully believed that his convictions. were right, but the intensity of one's convictions is no
proof of their correctness. It is my duty, as the elected leader of the unofficial Members of
the Legislative Council of Ceylon, and as the Father of the House whose public services for
fifty years were celebrated in June last (1929) by all its members, including the Governor, to
respectfully submit to the British Parliament that the solemn promise of the Duke of Devonshire
should not have been violated; that the appointment of the Donoughmore Commission was
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10.

due to mis-statements made to Mr. Amery by Sir Hugh; that the recommendations of the
Donoughmore Commission, being quite unconstitutional and unprecedented, should not
be accepted and embodied in the form of an Order-in-Council; and that the Reform of the
Constitution of the Government of Ceylon on Parliamentary lines should be made the subject
of'a Bill and laid before the Parliament for discussion, following the procedure adopted in the
case of the reform of the Government of India and the passing of the Government of India
Act of 1919.

I beg now to describe the mis-statements made by Sir Hugh Clifford to Mr. Amery which
diverted the proper course of development of political reform in Ceylon, according to the new
policy which was announced by Mr. Montagu to the House of Commons on the 20th August,
1917, as settled by a Coalition Cabinet and accepted by the British Parliament as a "pledge
and assurance opened to India by Britain herself." His announcement was as follows: "The
policy of His Majesty's Government, with which the Government of India are in complete
accord, is that of the increasing association of Indians in every branch of the administration,
and the gradual development of self-governing institutions with a view to the progressive
realization of responsible government in India as an integral part of the British Empire." This
resulted in the Government of India Act of 1919.

Such being the trend of political thought operating in the minds of His Majesty the King, the
British Cabinet and the Houses of Parliament, the Duke of Devonshire, who was Secretary
of State for the Colonies, felt it to be his duty to help Ceylon to go forward in the same
direction. From 1912 to 1921 the Legislative Council of Ceylon consisted of 11 officials and
10 unofficials, of whom 4 were elected and 6 were nominated. From June, 1921, to August,
1924, in pursuance of the imperial policy, the officials were 14 and the unofficials 23, of whom
20 were elected and 3 were nominated. But on account of the vociferous claim made by the
different communities in Ceylon for a larger development of Home Rule, like the cry raised
in India at that time, the Duke of Devonshire offered, in 1923, to Ceylon 12 officials and 37
unofficials, of whom 34 were to be elected territorially and communally, and 3 nominated,
and promised that, at the end of five years, he would give the unofficials an opportunity to
express their opinion on the necessity for a further reform with ministerial portfolios. In these
circumstances, the Donoughmore Commissioners ought not to have declared that, "judged
by the accepted standards of Parliamentary practice, a constitution as that of Ceylon provided
in the Order-in-Council of 1923 is a reductio ad absurdum," a senseless proceeding. On the
contrary, it was a natural and necessary development quite in accord with the imperial policy
prevailing at that time.

It is now time to consider the imaginary and far- fetched causes alleged by Sir Hugh Clifford
in justification of his desire that a Commission should be appointed "to examine the situation
and report on the measures that could best surmount the impasse.' A careful study of them
will convince any thoughtful reader how difficult it is for the central authorities in England
to govern a distant country, situated thousands of miles away, by relying too much on the
man at the spot to do his duty discriminately and efficiently, of observing the true condition
of affairs and reporting the real causes that created it. The conclusions of Sir Hugh as to how
the supposed impasse condition arose were as follows:-
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(1) The revival of Buddhism in the last twenty years for political rather than religious. purposes.

(2) The substitution of vulgar abuse of the tenets of other creeds for the toleration of ancient

Buddhism.

(3) The acquisition of wealth by the Karawa caste [the tribe living along the seashore] and their

endeavour to break the monopoly which the highest caste or Goigama aristocracy had till
then enjoyed of representing the Sinhalese interests in the Legislative Council.

(4) The ill-feeling based on caste prejudices and upon the angry passions which such prejudices

aroused, and the consequent racial animosity which then began for the first time.

(5) The first scheme of Reform worked out in 1909 by Colonel Seely, then Under-Secretary

(6)

(7
®)

)

of State for the Colonies, and accepted by Governor McCallum, in spite of the protests of
his Executive Councillors and the obvious inapplicability of Mr. Seely's scheme to local
circumstances.

The first election of a representative of the Educated Ceylonese, which was fought purely on
caste lines, when a high caste Thamil was chosen, with the aid of the high caste Sinhalese
votes, and from which time caste prejudice proved to be a stronger passion than racial bias.

The growth of unrest thus created and maintained with vigour during the, world war.

The outbreak of the riots in all the districts occupied by the Sinhalese in 1915, owing to a
religious fracas between the Buddhists and Muhammadans at Gampola.

The misapprehension of the situation by Governor Chalmers and the Colonial Secretary
who, through want of Colonial experience, failed to deal promptly and firmly with the
disturbances by using their trained civilian officers and the police, allowed martial law to be
proclaimed, surrendered their responsibility to the General Officer Commanding the Troops,
who had been in the island for only one month, and suffered him to adopt measures for the
suppression of the riots, which have left behind them a bitter legacy of grievance and hatred.

(10) The strengthening of the hands of the local politicians by mismanagement of the riots and

11.

by grant of a series of legislative reforms during the Governorship of Sir William Manning,
the final instalment of which in 1924 definitely vested all financial control in the hands
of thirty-six unofficial Members, and the administrative responsibility in the hands of the
Governor only, who could not discharge it save by the goodwill of the unofficial majority
in the Legislative Council, or by the exercise of his power of veto, which could be easily
countered by a refusal to vote supply, in which case the constitution would be practically
suspended.

It is singular that in this narrative of the causes which, in the opinion of Sir Hugh Clifford,
had brought about the alleged impasse condition of our Government, he does not speak at all
of the Standing Finance Committee of the Legislative Council of Ceylon, which was the fons
et origo of all the troubles between the Government and some of the unofficial Members ever
since it was introduced in 1912 by Sir Hugh himself from Jamaica. At the time he moved
its introduction into the Rules and Orders of the Legislative Council of Ceylon in 1912, I
doubted its suitability to our country, bat he was sure it would work well. So, the Rules and
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12.

Orders Committee adopted it. I called attention
to this great source of danger at a full meeting
of Council and did not find a supporter. It was
evidently a thing of joy to some of the Members
who love to poke fun and to sport the free lance.
Why did not Sir Hugh, when he returned to
Ceylon twelve years afterwards as Governor
and found what troubles had been caused by
some Members, candidly acknowledge his
grave errors? Why did he labour hard in his
despatch of 1927 to shift the blame on to others-
the King and his Privy Council, the Secretary of
State and the whole body of Cabinet Ministers?
Why did he not tactfully bring round such
Members of the Legislative Council as were
given to speaking too openly and wounding the

feelings of the heads of departments who had
to appear before that Committee to support the
Budget proposals or to object to the proposals
of the elected Members? It is generally believed that he was afraid that the irate Members

Sri Pon. Ramanathan

would hold a public meeting in the Town Hall and move for his recall, following the example
of the sturdy men who in 1913 adopted at a public meeting and forwarded a memorial to
the Secretary of State praying that he be not permitted to return to Ceylon as its Colonial
Secretary or Governor.

It is not true that the revival of Buddhism was undertaken for political rather than religious
purposes some twenty years before his article in the Encyclopadia was written. In my speech
delivered in the Legislative Council of Ceylon on the 5th December, 1888, forty-two years
ago, on the "Better Management of the Buddhist Temporalities of the Island," I dwelt on the
condition of the Buddhist clergy and the endowments as they were in 1717, when the kingdom
of the Sinhalese passed into the hands of a Thamil dynasty, and showed how careful the new
rulers were in maintaining inviolate the endowments made by the Sinhalese kings and by
themselves, for supporting the Buddhist priests and their dagobas, viharas and pansalas, and
for teaching the principles of the Buddhist religion and other Shastras to the people in every
village school, and how Governor Mackenzie refused in 1840 to sign warrants as provided in
the Treaty between the British Government and the Kandyan chiefs of 1815 (for appointing
Buddhist incumbents and lay officers to manage temple affairs), and how Lord Torrington
the Governor of Ceylon, in his despatch dated 10th May, 1849, to Lord Grey (which is to
be found among the Parliamentary Papers laid before the House of Commons Committee
in Ceylon) summarised the situation in these terms: "For a long time various petitions have
been presented to me from priests in some of the Temples complaining that they were utterly
unable to obtain their dues, or indeed any of their rights to property; that they were suffering
great distress and hardship; that their property was being ruined and their temples going to
decay, simply for the absence of any power to control or command their people or receive
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their presents." Owing to these complaints, the Secretary of State, Sir John Parkington, by
his despatch of 4th December, 1852, requested the Ceylon Government to relinquish its
right to appoint the Buddhist incumbents, and authorised the appointment of a Committee of
Buddhist chiefs to elect their own President and supervise the management of the Buddhist
Temporalities.

13. The revival of Buddhism under the British Govern- nent thus began nearly eighty years ago,
and was still further strengthened by the Ordinance which was passed by the Legislative
Council in 1888 under the Governorship of Sir Arthur Gordon, afterwards Lord Stanmore.
In the mean while, Colonel Olcott, the founder of the Theosophical Society in India, arrived
in Ceylon in 1882 and electrified the Buddhist clergy and laity by lectures in different parts
of the country, none of which was concerned with political affairs. They were all about
improvement of national schools, restoring of temples and monasteries for the priests, and
the avoidance of the five great sins-killing of man and animals, theft and misappropriation,
consumption of intoxicating liquor and other stuffs, fornication and adultery, and telling of
lies. All the Buddhist inhabitants in Sinhalese districts were jubilant and resolved to these
vices and make straight for Nirvana or Freedom of the Soul from corruption, as taught by
Gautama Buddha 2,500 years ago. Great meetings were held in the larger villages of the
Western Province, to which long processions of men, women and children, holding flags and
showering flowers, went, headed by caparisoned elephants, and eagerly heard the lectures of
eloquent speakers who denounced the establishment of arrack and toddy taverns and opium
booths and the deriving of incomes by the sale of licences on the part of the Government.
The civilians who flourished in 1927, including Governor Clifford, the Members of the
Executive Council, and the Agents of the Government who knew little or nothing of the
measures of uplift which had been organized from the days of Lord Torrington, believed that
the revival of Buddhism was mainly for politcal purposes and was hatched by emissaries
from Germany. So, when the great European War broke out in 1914, and was followed by
the riots in the Sinhalese districts, they jumped to the conclusion that the crusade against
drink and the income derived by the Government from drink was an anti-Government move,
and they ordered about forty leading Sinhalese gentlemen of high rank, literary attainments
and religious fervour to be arrested in their bedrooms before dawn and shut up in the prison
cells reserved for the criminal classes. Sir Hugh Clifford was at this time in British Guiana
lording over its primitive tribes and chiefs. When he was offered the Governorship of Ceylon
in 1926, he avowed that he felt like "Rip Van Winkle " who had been sleeping for years.
When he awoke he found himself in Colombo, where he heard of the ten gossipy causes of
the unrest and of the dead set against the Government, and dished them up as true history
for the benefit of the Colonial Office in London and the readers of the latest edition of the
Encyclopedia Britannica. It was all false history from beginning to end, due to his want of
knowledge of Sinhalese and Thamil, which did not permit him to hold intimate intercourse
with the natives of the country in their respective homes, his desire to be in constant touch
with the British in their exclusive clubs, playgrounds and bungalows, and his fatal habit of
romancing for writing novels to amuse people who hate solid literature.

14. As regards his allegation that the first election of a representative of the Educated Ceylonese
was fought on purely caste lines, when a high caste Thamil was chosen, and that from that
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time caste prejudice proved to be a stronger passion than racial bias, I am able to state, from
long continued observation and personal experience, that this cause, too, is quite fallacious. I
was the first "Educated Ceylonese Member" elected in January, 1912, for reasons other than
considerations of caste. Dr. (now Sir) Marcus Fernando set about canvassing for this seat soon
after the Order in Council of 1910 came into effect. Five years earlier, I had retired from the
Solicitor-Generalship of Ceylon, and was busily engaged on educational work, which had for
its object the conversion of the people from denationalisation and from the consequences of
too slavishly following the ideals of modern times which were being inculcated in almost all
the schools of the island, to the exclusion of faith in God, ethical conduct, loyalty to the King
and respect for elders. Irreligion, unrestrained indulgence in the the pleasures of the ridicule
of ancient traditions, and constant cultivation of the spirit of controversy had gradually
undermined the sanctity of home and society to such an extent that lectures on the higher
aspects of life, and the establishment of schools and colleges, equipped with responsible
teachers sufficiently able to stem the current of materialism, agnosticism and atheism became
vitally necessary. All my time and resources were devoted to this work. In this state of things,
good and true men, who had for many years observed the growth of evil. generations in our
midst and the decline of the power of the Legislative Council to find suitable remedies, were
compelled to ask me to resume the leadership of its unofficial Members which I had held
since 1879 with complete satisfaction to every community. I informed them that I was not
prepared to abandon my educational work and enter the field of competition with opposing
candidates, unless they stood together and carried on the campaign against all comers. They
agreed to this course and requested me to deliver lectures in certain centres on political
subjects of general interest, such as the History and Nature of the Franchise, the Duties of
Voters, Candidates and Elected Members, the Different Methods of Governing a People,
and the Goal to be reached by means of Sound Administration. I readily assented to this
educational work. The people's recollection of my past life, of the work I was carrying on
after my retirement from the Solicitor-Generalship of Ceylon, and the illumination which
they professed to have received from my political lectures, did not prove beneficial to my
friend Dr. Marcus Fernando, though he had obtained the signatures of a large body of voters
several months before my name was advertised by a large and influential committee of
members in the principal newspapers of the island. As between me and my only opponent,
the voters in my favour, who numbered about one thousand in excess of those who voted for
my opponent, were not ruled by considerations of race or caste. Indeed, Mr. (afterwards Sir)
James Pieris, who belonged to the same religion and caste as Dr. Fernando, eschewed these
biases when he wrote to the Secretary of State for the Reform of the Legislative Council
as early as 1909. How, then, could Sir Hugh say that, from the time of the election of the
Educated Ceylonese Member in 1912, caste prejudice proved to be a stronger passion than
racial bias?

Now that I have exposed the falsity of the causes assumed by Sir Hugh and adduced to Mr.
Amery, in support of his application for a Commission of Inquiry, it must be admitted that it
ought not to have been granted. Besides being irrelevant, the causes set forth matters which
were purely imaginary and had no foundation in fact.
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15. But unfortunately the application was granted, and the Commission went to Ceylon, examined
witnesses, and returned to England, without informing the unofficial Members what they had
heard and read of their conduct towards the Government officials who were obliged to appear
before them in Finance Committee, and without asking them whether they would offer any
explanation about these grievances. They chose to give judgment against them, assuming
as correct the statements made by Sir Hugh Clifford in his confidential despatch, and those
made by certain officials also in confidence. They have all been disproved, and therefore the
recommendations made by them for improving the present constitution of the Legislative
Council should not be taken and read as a State document, nor be embodied in an Order- in-
Council, as announced by the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

16. The Commissioners assert that the unofficial Members had reduced the existing constitution
to an "unqualified failure" (p. 28 of their Report).

17. Governor Stanley repudiated this statement in his despatch to the Secretary of State (Mr.
Amery) dated 2nd June, 1929, in the following words: "I am not sure that the term failure is
properly applicable at all. . The conclusion which I have formed from a survey of the conditions
and facts as they present themselves to my mind is that, considered comprehensively, the
operation of the present constitution has proved a qualified success, rather than an unqualified
failure (para. 7 of Governor's despatch).

18. Equally unjust was the supposition of the Donough more Commissioners that the Executive
Council, "once supreme in practice and in public estimation, now finds itself of less importance
than the Finance Committee of the Legislative Council" (p. 26). His Excellency the Governor
emphatically disproves this conclusion also, as follows: "The Commissioners seem to me to
have been misinformed in their statement that, in the last five years the tendency has been
for the Executive Council to be less frequently consulted than formerly. I have before me
figures showing the number of references to the Executive Council for each of the years from
1923 to 1928. They are, in 1923, 1,047; in 1924, 1,101; in 1925, 1,257; in 1926, 1,545; in
1927, 1,850; and in 1928, 2,237. The Executive Council is very fully consulted by me, and it
exercises a very potent influence on the Government's policy and decisions. I am not aware
of the grounds on which the Commissioners base their conclusion that all important business
has been diverted from the Executive Council. cannot recall a single instance in which I have
caused the Finance Committee to be consulted before I referred a question to the Executive
Council, and in papers which have come before me I have seen nothing to indicate that
such a practice was habitually or ordinarily followed by my predecessors (para. 11 of the
Governor's despatch to Mr. Amery).

19. Nor could the Governor agree with the criticism of the Commissioners that "not only was the
Finance Committee permitted to concern itself with details of administration which were
outside its legitimate sphere, but it was definitely encouraged by the Government to do so."

The Governor "is convinced that it was not the intention of the unofficial Members," as
stated by the Commissioners, to" undermine executive authority in the country, or discipline
in the public service." And as regards "the sense of uneasiness and insecurity created among
officers of the higher ranks of the public service," he pointed out, that "their apprehensions in
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so far as they related to material terms of employment, were caused rather by things which
were said, than by things which were done, and that no class of public servants had in fact
suffered any loss of pay or of leave or of Pension rights through any action of the Council,
but on the contrary, these conditions of service, where they had been altered, had generally
speaking, been improved" (para. 16).

20. His Excellency moreover said: "Knowing the Ceylonese, as I do, to be by nature a courteous
and kindly people, I should find it difficult to believe that the unofficial Members in Finance
Committee could have intended to treat heads of departments with the grave discourtesy'
attributed to them on p. 23 of the Commissioners' Report. So far as I have been able to
ascertain, such incidents have been of comparatively rare occurrence. Experience has
shown that, for the purposes of most of the business which now comes before the Finance
Committee, the requisite explanations can be given by the official Members of the Finance
Committee, and the attendance of heads of departments is necessary only when technical
or very intricate questions are involved" (para. 17). And he observes: "The Commissioners'
description of the general attitude of the unofficial Members towards the Government has
been too sweeping. That attitude has been critical always, perhaps hypercritical, but not
continually hostile. On balance, I should say that co-operation had outweighed opposition,
and I should be ungrateful if I do not acknowledge this " (para. 18).

Lord Passfield, in his despatch dated 10th October, 1929, and addressed to Governor Stanley,
admitted in para. 3 thereof, that the Special Commissioners had "laid undue emphasis on
the difficulties of working the existing constitution, and that the sum-total of achievements
during the preceding four or five years reflected credit on the enthusiasm and goodwill of the
Members of the Legislative Council to co-operate with the Government."

Thus ended ingloriously the frontal attack of the Commissioners on the unsuitability of His
Majesty's Order- in-Council of 1923 owing to the supposed hostility of the Members of the
Standing Finance Committee to the Government.

21. Their second attack against that gracious Order was as regards its concession to different
majority and minority communities by means of adequate representation to each of them
in such a balanced manner that a majority community might not dominate over the rest. It
was wisely provided that the Legislative Council should consist of 37 unofficials, of whom
3 should be nominated by the Governor and 34 elected, of whom 23 are territorially elected,
and 11 communally elected, namely, 3 elected to represent the Europeans, 2 to represent the
Burgher community, 2 the Indian community and 3 the Muhammadan community and 1 the
Ceylon Thamil community in the Western Province. And on the official side, 12 heads of
departments took their seats to protect the power of the Government in regard to legislation,
administration and finance jointly with such of the unofficials as were in sympathy with
it. There were 220,000 voters registered as properly qualified by literacy or possession of
property or of income to return Members; and the 23 territorial constituencies were distributed
among the nine Provinces of the island as follows: 5 constituencies being assigned to the
Western Province, 3 to the Southern Province, 5 to the Northern Province, 2 to the Eastern,
2 to the Central, 2 to the North- Western, 1 to Uva, and 2 to Sabaragamua Provinces, and the
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Members they elected were generally as able and courteous as any found in the better classes
of legislatures in the western world.

The Commissioners readily acknowledged their worth in the following terms: "The distinctive
features in their case have been their keenness and enthusiasm, and their determination to
acquire at all costs a real knowledge of all that concerns the machinery of Government.
industry and the appreciation which they have so markedly Their displayed have been most
praiseworthy....

Their general ability and their keen grasp of affairs made a deep impression on us, and we
have no hesitation in saying that the educated element of the Ceylonese people, of which
they are typical and representative, provides as fine a material as could be wished, for the
realization of the country’s political progress” (para. 29 of Commissioners’ Report).

After this loud praise of the fitness of the different instructed electorates to choose their
respective representatives for the realization of the country’s political progress, and the
full acknowledgment of the ability, industry and enthusiasm of each and every one of the
members whom they had territorially and communally elected to serve in Council, under
His Majesty’s Order of 1923, one would expect the Commissioners to stand by the system
of territorial election for the majority communities, and communal election for the minority
communities of Ceylon. But they projected two interlaced novel ideas for the consideration
of the Secretary of State, which, though seeming real to them, were in fact as fallacious
as any that had been flaunted before in their Report. These assumptions were that, though
the constitution created by the Order-in-Council could work efficiently in an atmosphere of
mutual assistance and goodwill (pp. 19, 20), yet the belief of the unofficial Members that
they regarded themselves as a permanent opposition to the Government (p. 20) “left them on
the horns of a dilemma,” which in logic means an argument in which the adversary is caught
between two difficulties presented to him, each of which is conclusive against him.

In explanation, the Commissioners said: “Had the unofficial Members been divided into two
or more parties, each with clearly defined principles, they would naturally have tended to
vote against each other, and on the majority of issues the Government would doubtless have
been able to secure support. . . But the elected Members were individualists, untrammelled by
party ties and free to vote as their judgment at the moment dictated. Their attitude therefore
could not be calculated in advance.

Thus, in an atmosphere of uncertainty and instability, the only constant factor was the general
desire to make political capital out of the short comings of the Government and to add to its
embarrassment.

Apart from their responsibility to their constituencies, they were free agents who possessed,
if called to account for their actions, a convenient scapegoat ready to hand” (p. 21), namely
the Government.

22. The Commissioners’ reading of what was in the minds of the unofficial Members was
altogether wrong. It was not only inconsistent with the great certificate which they had
given to them, but also contrary to the national standpoint of view of Hindus, Buddhists
and Muhammadans. In Ceylon as well as in India, where Dharma or Righteousness is
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the dominant note of life and the standard by which thoughts, speech and acts should be
governed and marked off, some as injunctions and others as prohibitions, the people have
been always taught from their childhood upwards, that they should avoid partisanship, and
cultivate open-heartedness, in order that their judgments and works may be in accord with
the godly attribute of Righteousness. The Commissioners and their forefathers have been
in the habit of idolizing the party write which manifested itself in the 17th, 18th and 19th
centuries in the form of Toryism, Whigism and Radicalism, now known as Conservatism,
Liberalism, and Labourism. It is consoling to find that, in the British Isles and in many other
lands of the western world, devotion to truth and to one’s conscience is still preferred to party
cries and fetish bonds, and that the words “Britons never shall be slaves interpreted not as
subjection to foreign rule, like that of the Romans of old, but as Freedom of the Spirit from
unrighteousness or wickedness. The Commissioners are no doubt grandees of the British
Empire, but they do not appear to know definitely the principles and practices that lead to
the attainment of Eternal Life, and infinite Love and Peace, when only misunderstandings
and misinterpretations, differences and antagonisms, will cease. Then only will fumbling
rulers realize that they are Trustees of God and dare not misuse His power for obstructing
and crushing the right of smaller nations, races and communities, to live according to their
own laws and customs.

As one who has sat and served in the Legislative Council with the present Members and
with the fathers of some of them, I beg to state that I can bear testimony to the fact that not
one of them ever made or desired to make a scapegoat “ of the Government of Ceylon, for
the reason that they have been under its protection for over a century and have been always
deeply loyal to the British Throne.

23. The other horn of the dilemma, which was stated to the Secretary of State as conclusive
against the unofficial Members of the Council, was as follows: “If they acknowledged their
co-partnership [with the Government in the Finance Committee], would they not be regarded
as having abandoned their claim to management? If they refused their co-operation, would
they not lose that education and training in the arts of government which made so strong an
appeal to them, and forfeit that confidence which His Majesty’s Government had clearly
shown in their moderation and sense of responsibility? . . . To accept an instalment only [of
the reform proposed by the Secretary of State] even under protest might weaken their case in
public estimation, and might even deprive them of the right to continue their campaign which
was based largely on the deficiencies of the Government.’

The answer to these “dilemmas “ is that the assumptions put forward by the Commissioners are
ingenious figments of their brain, for never did the unofficial Members entertain the thought
that, as members of the Finance Committee, they were co-partners with the Government in
the administration of the country, or could be regarded as having abandoned their claim to a
more enlarged reform of the constitution of the Government of Ceylon.

24. These inconclusive dilemmas are the foundation on which the Commissioners desired the
Secretary of State to grant universal suffrage to the people of Ceylon, in order that the
uninstructed masses, numbering two millions of men and women of 21 years of age may
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compel the 65 Members chosen by them to own their mastery and be answerable to them for
their conduct in the State Council.

The Times, published in London on the 30th October last, had a trenchant editorial on the
scheme offered to Ceylon, which has been widely appreciated by disinterested thinkers in
Ceylon, India and England. It is as follows:

“The Commission, which included the fresh and adventurous mind of the late Sir Geoftrey
Butler, looked elsewhere (than in the British Parliamentary system) for a model, and, finding
guidance in the practice of the London County Council, recommended that, instead of a
ministry and an opposition, the Ceylon Legislature should divide itself up into a number of
committees, each of which would be concerned with a particular public department.

Subject to safeguards vested in the Governor and to reservations in the constitution,
these committees, acting through their chairmen, would find themselves in charge of the
Government, and, being responsible, they must be responsible to somebody.

“Taking the bull by the horns, the Donoughmore Commissioners decided that they should be
responsible to the whole population, and recommended adult suffrage for women as well as
for men, on the ground that to give people votes is to provide an incentive for other people to
take an interest in them!”

25. Under the existing system, an elector must know how to read and write English, Sinhalese, or
Thamil, and must be in the possession or enjoyment of a clear annual income of not less than
Rs. 600; or must be the owner of immovable property, either in his own right or in the right
of his wife, of the value of not less than Rs. 1,500, after allowing any mortgage debt thereon;
or must be the occupant as owner or tenant of any house or other building situated within
the electorate of the annual value of not less than Rs. 400, if situated within the limits of any
municipality, local board, etc., or Rs. 200 if situated elsewhere.

26. These registered voters in 1924 numbered 205,000. But the adult males in 1928 were
approximately reckoned at 1,200,000, and the adult females at 1,000,000, making a total of
2,200,000 possible electors, of whom 200,000 may be said. to be literate and possessed of
property qualification. The remaining 2,000,000 adults in Ceylon fall within the category of
ignorant persons, who cannot think, speak, or act rightly, and who may be easily misled and
urged to evil deeds by crafty men.

These crafty professional politicians are poor and needy, and live by their wits. Most of them
have only a smattering knowledge of English. Since 1924 their number has grown vastly.
Eyeing eagerly the monthly allowances payable to the unofficial Members of Council, they
are awaiting the day when they and their henchmen may enter it and seize its machinery
for their own selfish ends. They are the men who are travelling to many parts of the Island,
trying to collect ignorant and impassioned people for taking possession of meeting places
arranged by men of light and leading for the special purpose of conferring with voters on the
existing register. Having gained mastery of the situation, they hope to succeed in drowning
the voices of the legitimate electors and getting their own resolutions forcibly carried as the
“opinion of the country.” Notwithstanding the police pro- tection sought by the promoters of
the meetings of the lawful electors, it has been found impossible in some places to conduct
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the meetings towards the end for which they were called. False reports have been often
prepared and sent to the newspapers about the “opinion of the country” being in support of
the recommendations of the Commissioners.

27. The prevalence of mob mentality is now a serious question. It is the same as “the bawling,
hustling and smashing class” which Matthew Arnold in his Culture and Anarchy spoke of as
“the populace” in the British Isles and the rest of Europe. Its menace in Ceylon in the near
future will be much greater than it is now, and if the new register of voters on the basis of
universal suffrage is ordered and published in due time, it will enable them on the polling day
to bring by thousands the profane crowd to the booths and outvote those who are possessed
of literacy and property qualifications, for, while it will take a whole day to transport in motor
cars and other conveyances about two thousand of the present voters, the newly enfranchised
ones will gladly walk in companies from midnight to morning many miles to register their
votes in support of their plausible friend, in the expectation of his putting through Council
shorter hours of work, higher wages, relief during unemployment, old age pensions, etc.,
irrespective of the financial condition of the Island. the ability of employers of labour to bear
the charges sought to be imposed on them, or the inequity of taxing the people generally for
such purposes. The day will soon come when many of the present Members will themselves
be turned out and their seats filled by mob leaders who have unthinkingly held up the
universal suffrage as “the birthright” of every man and woman of 21 years of age.

The birthright of every man is the land or country in which God has caused him to be born,
the family in which he should live and learn his language from his parents and other teachers
and should receive his lessons in worldly knowledge and in religion or the principles and
practices that relate to the extrication of the soul from its entanglement in vain desire. The
birth right of every human being is the territory, the family, the language, the tribe, the society
and the religion into which he has been ushered by God. But he has no right to select the
rulers of his country in his 21st year, unless he acquires sufficient knowledge to befit him. for
that duty.

28. It is not known to professional politicians nor, alas! even to men like the Donoughmore
Commissioners, that universal suffrage should be granted only after elementary education
has been universally established by means of free schools built by the Government and
staffed by trained teachers, and that, if such suffrage be given before such education has
benefited the masses, it would be impossible to carry on good government, except by drastic
measures, which will be resisted in Council by the crafty representatives of the masses, and
outside it too in many places by disturbances which the limited number of the police cannot
quell. The operations of agriculture, trade, and industry would suffer by the terrorism of
fiends flourishing their clubs, knives and pistols. Universal suffrage in the hands of the two
millions of uneducated, undisciplined, and reckless people will be the ruin of Ceylon.

Things are not so in Great Britain. Universal suffrage was granted there some years ago
after many generations of compulsory education and discipline taught in schools, workshops,
stores, offices of traders, merchants, and professional men under the careful supervision of
business men, so that the advice and example of many millions of good and true men and
women will hold in check the smaller array of lawless creatures. Since the grant of universal
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suffrage, compulsory education in government and private schools has been steadily kept up.
It must also be remembered that in Great Britain the vast majority of the people live in towns
which are well equipped with the forces required to keep order and maintain peace, not to
speak of the huge territorial and regular troops who may be utilised at a moment’s notice by
means of the grand railway system and other transport services available there.

In the 23rd Volume of the Encyclopedia Britannica will be found an article on “Representation
in relation to Education.” The following words in it deserve our best consideration:

“Itis noteworthy that John Stuart Mill, the philosophical radical whose work on Representative
Government is a classic on the subject, and who regarded the representative system as the
highest ideal of polity, made a good many reservations which have been ignored by those
who frequently quote him. Mill’s ideal was by no means that popular government should
involve a mere counting of heads, or absolute equality of value among the citizens.

While holding that no arrangement of the suffrage can be permanently satisfactory in which
any person or class is peremptorily excluded,” he insisted on certain exclusions.” Thus he
demanded that universal education should precede universal enfranchisement, and laid it
down that, if education to the required amount had not become universally accessible, and
thus a hardship arose, this was a hardship that had, to be borne.” He would not grant the
suffrage to anyone who could not read, write, and perform a sum in the rule of three. Further,
he insisted on the electors being taxpayers, and emphasised the view that, as a condition
annexed to representation, such taxation should descend to the poorest class in a visible
shape,’ etc.

“He was in favour of a form of plural voting, so that the intellectual classes of the community
should have more proportionate weight than the numerically large working-class. Equal
voting,” he repeated, is in principle wrong, because it recognises a wrong standard, and
exercises a bad influence on the voters’ mind. It is not useful, but hurtful, that the constitution
of the country should declare ignorance to be entitled to as much political power as
knowledge.’

Our educational situation at present in Ceylon gives compulsory education to about 400,000
pupils. About 600,000 more of the school-going age are standing out altogether, because the
Government has no money to build Government schools for them, and no trained or even
certificated teachers to teach them. It will take about thirty years more to befit the people of
Ceylon for universal suffrage.

29. The introduction of universal suffrage even in countries like Australia, where compulsory
education has been kept up efficiently and where such students have always sought a living
in well-conducted farms, workshops and offices, has been followed by most unwholesome
situations, owing to causes not connected with universal suffrage, but to a heavy rise in wages
and taxes. When the British Government found it neccessary to introduce conscription in
England for the purpose of raising an army large enough to face the Germans, the Australians
resolved that they should not submit to conscription in their country without a referendum
to the people. A vast majority preferred the more patriotic course of going voluntarily to the
battlefield and playing their part in most dangerous situations, such as Gallipoli and in the
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very front of the joint armies in France. They returned home covered with glory and decided
to pay out of their own resources the full cost of the army they had raised and equipped in
defence of the mother country and themselves. They introduced universal suffrage amongst
themselves long before it came into force in England, but unexpected consequences arose
from the compulsory increase of wages and taxes, which threatened seriously the prosperity
of their States.

30. By the laws which their Governments had to make at the dictation of the labourers in power,
the employers of labourers were compelled to pay basic wages to their employees. A common
labourer on a farm had to be paid £2 12s. 6d. a week together with board and lodgings, and
the sheep-shearer received about £2 a day. In the towns, a labourer got £4 5s. a week without
board and lodging. The universal suffragists next demanded that white labour should be
substituted for coloured labour. So the Chinese, the Japanese, the Indians and the South Sea
Islanders, who helped the owners of farms and industrial workshops, stores, quays and ships
with cheap labour, had to go. In this way, the profits of agriculturists, industrialists, merchants,
traders and others who need the services of common labourers, skilled artisans, clerks and
other assistants, have greatly diminished, while the Government, who had borrowed many
hundred millions of pounds to pay the war expenses, have found it extremely difficult to meet
their engagements in London, especially as the Home Government was unwilling to accom-
modate the Australian States with further loans on account of interest, transport of produce to
England for sale, customs duties payable there, storing of goods, agency charges, etc., which
the owner was unable to pay, and which therefore had to be arranged through the Agents-
General of the different States. These financial troubles have for some years been causing
great trouble to Australia, which has never stinted money on the education of the masses and
classes and the training of them to business.

What then would be the fate of the different races in Ceylon, where only a very small
percentage of the people have received elementary education, where the vast majority of the
people have not learnt to manage their own affairs properly, and where the public revenue
does not permit the Government to build and equip schools for six hundred thousand children
of the school-going age, who are now idling away their time or amusing themselves in the
streets? Universal suffrage for a people who have not been given universal elementary
education and sound training in business methods will assuredly lead to the filling of the
Legislature with speculators and schemers, skilled in robbing Peter to pay Paul.

The Donoughmore Commissioners have sinned before God and man by urging the Secretary
of State to declare to the world at large that Ignorance is entitled to wield as much political
power as Knowledge.

31. Among the many other reasons for rejecting the recommendations of the Commissioners. |
would now submit that they have failed completely to visualise the great danger that will
accrue to the British Empire and to Ceylon alike if its present economic and strategic situation
is allowed to be disturbed by the political power of the ignorant multitude.

The capital of Ceylon is Colombo, which lies along its western coast for about ten miles. The
harbour ranks as the third port in the British Empire in regard to the tonnage of the ships that
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call there from different parts of the world. It affords security not merely for the British ships
carrying merchandise and passengers from North to South and East to West, but also for the
warships which, ply between the great bay of Colombo, which is protected by breakwaters,
and the naval bases established at Trincomalie, which is a natural harbour on the east coast
of Ceylon, and the bases established at Madras and Singapore for guarding against possible
invasions by Japan and China, urged by the intrigues of Russia and by the States of North
and South America, and for protecting the Federated Malay States, Australia, New Zealand
and the Pacific Islands in the east, and for helping Aden, Bombay, Suez Canal, Zanzibar,
Mauritius and South Africa in the West. From this point of view, the strengthening of the
naval base at Singapore is of the highest importance.

What would happen if the merchant ships and warships which frequent the harbour of
Colombo find that the Government of Ceylon has passed into the hands of a vulgar crowd
of uninstructed and passionate body of voters following the lead of professional politicians
who are bent on getting themselves returned to Council? Will not the mercantile ships avoid
the port? Will it not cease to be a transhipment port or a distributing centre for the East and
the West? Will it be possible to maintain the economic and strategic position of Ceylon, if the
rabble were allowed to assume charge of the machinery of the Government?

Might not the coming Government say that the methods hitherto adopted for stemming the
growth of unemployment have not been successful, and that, as claimed elsewhere, the true
remedy is for the State to provide shelter, food and dress for every family in the country,
and education also up to the eighteenth year, by compelling other people who are in a better
position to pay the taxes imposed by the new legislation?

The richest country in the world cannot afford to keep up this system of relief. It would
make the recipients of such help to pander to idleness and the lusts of the flesh. The work of
improving ourselves and our fellow men by the Hiligent use of the limbs and instruments of
knowledge and ction given by God should never be slackened, for, right work lone hourly
and daily under the guidance of godly men leads to the development of righteousness, purity
of reason and will, readiness to face calmly any contingency, clear understanding, and the
power to convince gainsayers. The real remedy for unemployment is the inculcation of love
of the life simple, less use of machinery, more work for living hands, the transfer of such
peaceful people to rural districts with the means necessary for cultivating an area of land and
maintaining a draught bull, cow and calf. This process of redemption is slow, but in course
of time it will be rich in results.

Just as Christianity rose from small beginnings and brought within its fold many hundred
millions of devotees, those who love the life simple will have the blessing of God, but those
who adopt the saying, “eat, drink and be merry, for to-morrow we die” must be prepared to
meet the doom which befell the Corinthians and the earlier Chaldeans, Assyrians, Grecians,
Romans and other epicureans. India alone of all nations has continued to live for millions
of years through faith in God and the life simple practised as a fine art. Ceylon, among the
English-educated natives, the conditions which the gentler classes of the British deplore here,
have prevailed for several decades, but a large proportion of them, hearing and understanding
the ancient traditions, have gladly returned to their simple national ways.

138



32. I would add here that Lord John Russell, who introduced the Reform Act of 1832 in the
House of Commons, expressed the hope, in his History of the English Government and its
Constitution, that those who would grant further reforms, as time progressed, should bear
in mind the great danger of granting universal suffrage without the necessary qualifications
similar to those adopted in the appointment of judges and juries for the disposal of criminal
cases. His words were as follows:-

“A man’s life and liberty are as valuable to him as his property, yet no one contends that the
judicial body and the jury in criminal trials should be selected by universal suffrage. On the
contrary, the greatest care is taken to place on the judicial bench men qualified by learning
and experience, and to form the list of the jury out of a portion of the community whose
station in life affords some security for their average intelligence, information and honesty.
Similar care ought to be taken to entrust to a portion of the community, qualified by honesty
and intelligence, the mighty power of selecting the House of Commons.”  So far of the
illegality and dreadful consequences of introducing universal suffrage in Ceylon.

33. Equally illegal and sorrowful is the political extinction, recommended by the Commissioners,
of the Burgher, Muhammadan, Indian and the Western Province Thamil constituencies.

The three European constituencies were also extinguished. Sir Thomson Broom and
Messrs. Wright and Philpot signed the Memorandum, dated 21st February, 1922, which was
presented by all the minority communities to Governor Manning, and in which they prayed
for communal representation. Their wishes were acceded to by the Secretary of State. The
present three Members, Messrs. Villiers, Cary and Brown, accepted their seats in the Council
on the basis of communal representation. The Commissioners have recommended that these
three seats also should be extinguished.

When asked why these three Members did not demur to the political extinction of their
respective communal constituencies, the answer given was that the Commissioners had
suggested, of their own accord, that the Europeans ought to have at least six nominated seats,
and that they, the Members, felt assured that the Governor’s nomination would be exercised
in terms of the wishes of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce, the Planters’ Association, and
the Union of those of the Europeans who were not planters or merchants. An adroit move
to obtain the general support of the Europeans to the novel and experimental scheme of the
Commissioners!

What offence have the Burgher, Muhammadan, Indian and Western Province Thamil
constituencies committed to deserve their ignominious treatment to be deprived of the work
of winning the love and esteem of the people by unceasing devotion to their welfare? These
communities and their trusty leaders have always been loyal to the King and helpful to
the Government in its endeavour to administer the country soundly. It is wholly unjust to
abolish their constituencies and enable indifferent men, versed in the art of currying favour,
to get themselves foisted into nominated seats. Such calamities happened in the days of
Governors Ridgeway (1896-1903) and MacCullum (1907-1912) and have intensified the cry
for electorates, territorial and communal.
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Communal representation was granted to these communities by the Order-in-Council of
1923, which provided that there should be 12 officials and 37 unofficials, of whom 3 should be
elected territorially and 11 communally, and nominated. This constitution placed the Ceylon
Legislative Council on a par with the House of Commons, which has the power of proposing
legislative measures and making the Government answerable to it for the executive acts of
the Cabinet appointed by the King to carry out the administration of the country. The then
Secretary of State, the Duke of Devonshire, as the mouthpiece of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment, gave a distinct pledge, in his despatch to Governor Manning dated 22nd January, 1924,
in the following terms:-

“So long as the several communities in Ceylon remain convinced, as they appear now to be,
of the divergency of their interests in many important matters, so long must some provision
be made for the maintenance of communal representation in the Legislative Council.”

In an earlier despatch to Governor Manning, dated 11th January, 1923, his Grace said :-

“I am in accord with the opinion expressed by you that, in view of existing conditions, and
of the grouping of population in the Colony, representation must for an indefinite period be
in fact communal, whatever the arrangement of the constituencies may be; and that, if all
elected Members were in form returned by territorial constituencies, they would none the
less be in substance communal representatives. It appears to me to be clearly established
that in Ceylon the organisation of society is communal, and that, if this fact is not clearly
expressed, one of the essential considerations on which my decision must be based might be
obscured.

“It is also clear that the principle is generally accepted in Ceylon that the time has not come
for the creation of a system under which all elected Members of the Legislative Council
should be returned by territorial constituencies. Under such a system, communities which,
besides being considerable in numbers, play an important part in the political, economic and
social life of the Colony would run serious danger of either not being represented at all or of
being most inadequately represented.

“The Ceylon (Legislative Council) Order in Council of 1920, under which the existing
legislature has been constituted, provides that it shall consist of 23 unofficial and 14 official
Members. The selection of these 23 unofficial Members has been so arranged that, while every
community shall be represented in the Legislative Council, and while there is a substantial
unofficial majority, no single community can impose its will on the other communities if the
latter are supported by the official Members.

If, on the other hand, these unofficial Members had been elected by purely territorial
constituencies, the Sinhalese community would almost certainly have been in a majority
(disproportionate even to their numerical superiority in some respects) over all other sections
of the Legislative Council, including the Government. It would therefore appear to be clear
that adherence, pure and simple, to the territorial basis of representation would be strongly
opposed by all communities except the Sinhalese, and I am satisfied that the former are
sincerely persuaded that their vital interests require serious limitation of the territorial basis
of representation. Careful perusal of all the materials submitted for my consideration goes to
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prove that it will be many years before the mass of the electorate develop a political instinct
sufficient to rise superior to racial and religious divisions, and this fact appears to have been
fully recognised in the course of the debate on the Hon. Mr. James Peiris’s resolution.”

34. In his Grace’s despatches of 1923 and 1924, the distinction between the Kandyan Sinhalese
and the Sinhalese who occupy the maritime districts does not appear to have been recognised.
These two sections have been assumed to be homogeneous. The Kandyans complain that in
the Order-in- Council of 1923 they should not have been classed together with the seaboard or
low country Sinhalese who had been subject to the Portuguese and Dutch rule. The Kandyans
claim separate constituencies for themselves in the Kandyan territory.

According to the census of 1921, the Kandyan Sinhalese numbered 1,088,000 persons, and
the Sinhalese on the sea- board numbered 1,929,000 persons. The distribution of the maritime
Sinhalese and the Kandyan Sinhalese in the different provinces of Ceylon, according to the
Census of 1921, is given in the following table :--

The figures given in this table have to be increased by about 10 per cent., for, nearly ten years
have elapsed since the Census of 1921 was taken. The present total of the maritime Sinhalese
may be set down at 2,000,000, and the Kandyan Sinhalese at 1,200,000.

The table shows that the Kandyan Sinhalese predominate in five provinces, and the maritime
Sinhalese in two provinces only. In the Western and Southern Provinces there are about
1,700,000 maritime Sinhalese and 14,500 Kandyans. the Central, North-Western, North-
Central, Uva and Sabaragamuwa Provinces there are about 1,063,500 Kandyans and 229,000
maritime Sinhalese.

The Kandvan Sinhalese are the descendants of the people who had been ruled by a line of
Indian princes, the first of whom Vijaya, came with 700 followers from Simhapura in the
north-east of India, and settled at Anuradhapura in north-central Ceylon about 500 years
before the Christian era. The later kings, owing to the invasion of the Thamils from South
India, described in the Maha Vamsa as “the dreaded Thamilar,” shifted their capital to several
places, and the last king, Shri Vikrama Raja Simha, reigned in Kandy until he was taken
prisoner by the British Government and sent to Velur in South India. From Vijaya down to
Rajasimha, the kings, their wives, their relations and other members of the royal household
were all Hindus, worshipping the Hindu deities and preserving the same customs as to dress,
jewellery, social and religious observances. They spoke their own language, which was
Thamil and Telugu, and in addition the Sinhalese, which is a mixture of a Prakritha language
spoken at Simhapura with Elu, the ancient language spoken in the land of their adoption.
Necessarily, the Kandyan Sinhalese and the Thamils had many things in common with each
other. The masses of the Sinhalese in the Kandyan districts have been Buddhists since the
establishment of Buddhism in Ceylon, about 250 B.C., by two great missionaries from India,
who were the son and daughter of Emperor Asoka. But as all Hindus in Ceylon and India
consider that Gauthama Buddha is an Avathara Purusha of Maha Vishnu (the second of the
three divinities of the Hindu Triad), and make offerings to Him in the Buddhist Viharas or
temples, as willingly as liberal Buddhists go to Hindu temples and make offerings to the
Thrimurthis, the brotherly relationship between the Hindus and Buddhists has always been
well maintained.
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35.

36.

The Kandyan Sinhalese refuse to be called “Ceylonese.” This term originated with the
circumstances which led in 1912 to the establishment of “the educated Ceylonese seat” in
the Legislative Council, reserved for the representation of diverse native communities, as
distinguished from the European community which had the Planters’ Association of Ceylon
and the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce to protect their loantinterests. The Kandyans say
that their history, their trricetions and their aspirations constitute them as a distinct nat.
by even as Wales is at the present day, of which Mr. Hamiltob- Fyfe said: “There is all
over this little country, which is” more distinct from England than Scotland or Ireland, a
recognisable Welsh appearance and manner. Seven-tenths of the nation speak Welsh in spite
of the attempt to supplant that language by English, and only use English when they are
obliged. The Kandyans ask, what is the language, the history, the religion and the culture of
the heterogeneous communities which have been recently called “the Ceylonese nation?”
Mere occupation of land and living to eat, drink and be merry is not nationhood. Its principal
feature is deep attachment to a glorious past and the preservation of its precious memories
and possessions, by which a corporate self-consciousness is kept alive and invested with a
peculiar dignity. It is this mental attitude that will successfully resist the invasion of foreign
ideals and degrading practices.

And, as to the suppression of the three electorates granted to the Europeans by the Order-
in-Council of 1923, the explanation given in Council that the three European Members
consented to this proposal of the Donoughmore Commissioners for two reasons : firstly,
because they had been offered at least six seats to be filled by the nomination of the Governor;
and, secondly, because they felt assured that such nomination would be in terms of the
recommendations made by the Chamber of Commerce at Colombo, the Planters’ Association
at Kandy, and the union of the general body of Europeans domiciled in Ceylon.

Sir Cecil Clementi, the much-esteemed Colonial Secretary of Ceylon, who afterwards
became the Governor of Hong Kong, addressing the Council of the latter Colony, spoke as
follows on the unsuitability to Hong Kong of a scheme like the one which the Donoughmore
Commissioners proposed for Ceylon: “I am firmly of opinion that universal manhood
and womanhood suffrage, general elections, by-elections, partypolitics, the wiles of the
demagogue, and the arts of the hustings could do nothing but harm in Hong Kong.”

And General Smuts, in one of the Rhodes Memorial lectures delivered at Oxford, said that
Africa wanted today wise and far-sighted native policy, and that if a policy could be evolved
which would promote the cause of western vilisation in Africa without injustice or injury to
what is typical and specific in the African, a great service would be rendered to the cause of
humanity. Nothing could be worse, abid he, than the application of principles which would
detheicanize the African and turn him into a pseudo-European. marifrica was to be redeemed
and was to make her own con- Kanution to the world, she must be made to preserve her ity
with hered own past. That should be the new policy which would be in line with the traditions
of the British Empire. This great Empire did not stand for the assimilation of its peoples into
a common type, and for standardisation, but for the fullest and free-est development of its
peoples along their own specific lines, and this principle applied not only to its European but
also its Asiatic and African constituents.
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And he further observed that this new orientation of African policy had its origin in South
Africa, and that its author was Cecil Rhodes, the father of the celebrated Glengrey Act.
Gradually the system of native councils and native self-government, through their own
tribal chiefs and elected councils, had been extended from one native area to another in the
Cape Province, until to-day about two-thirds, or roughly over a million, of the Cape natives
came under this system and managed their own affairs according to their ideas under the
supervision of European magistrates. They amended their customary native law, and found
useful ex- pression for their political energies. After the new system had worked successfully
in the Cape for 25 years, he thought the time ripe in 1920 to extend it to the whole of the
Union, wherever the advance of the natives might justify the step.

It was confidently expected that before many years passed, the whole native population
in the African continent would be in charge of their own affairs under the supervision of
the Europeans, and that the several European nations which had formed settlements and
appropriated different parts of it by force of arms, would cease to look upon the natives as
enemies, but would treat them as allies, without having to maintain expensive establishments
of military and civil officers.

37. In India the old Panchayath system, or bodies of five (pancha) elected officers for settling
disputes on the spot and regulating the affairs of the village, speedily peacefully and
inexpensively, was adopted by the Moghal Government, which was satisfied with the
collection of the customary taxes through its native revenue officers. But the new system
propagated by the Portuguese, French and English in Indian territories acquired by them,
first as traders and then as fighters and winners, led to the centralisation of all affairs of
administration in the hands of the alien rulers, and so snapped the chain of authority and
shattered the responsibility of the headmen and left the people of the country leaderless,
discontented and unruly. The tanks and irrigation channels, which had been maintained
voluntarily under the call of the village authorities fell into disrepair, and the paddy fields,
for want of sufficient water, did not yield the required quantity of rice for consumption. Nor
could the heavy taxes imposed by the new rulers, for maintaining large civil and military
establishments, be paid by the people, except by drawing on their savings or raising loans.

38. The protection of existing communities and their respective customs is indeed the prime duty
of government; and now that the people have realised by bitter experience that many of the
officers recruited from abroad for Ceylon have misunderstood the wishes and needs of the
people, and proposed measures of so-called improvement which did not at all suit them, they
have been crying for many a long year to be entrusted with self-government, and the King,
with the advice of his Ministers, has graciously offered them a Legislative Council with a
large majority of elected members to pass laws and to catechise the Executive Government
as regards their conduct of public affairs. He has also given communal representation as the
only remedy available at this period for the wise administration of the country.

39. Nevertheless, the Donoughmore Commissioners have the hardihood to despise the Orders of
the King, the written instructions of his ministers, the opinions of great practical governors
like Sir William Manning and Sir Cecil Clement, and of imperial statesmen like Cecil Rhodes
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40.

41.

and General Smuts, and to assert in cold blood that communal representation is a “canker”
which must be rooted out.

Have they not heard of or read the famous statement made by Prime Minister Gladstone in one
of his Mid- lothian campaign speeches, which I was fortunate enough to hear in Edinburgh
nearly 45 years ago, while seated on the same platform with him, that he expected every
Englishman to be an Englishman, every Scotchman to be a Scotchman, every Welshman to
be a Welshman, and every Irishman to be an Irishman? And why did he say so?

And why did he say so? It is because, in the history of progress among nations, it is found
that each nation has been given its own leaders to guide them to the highest developments of
love, light and patriotism, that the story of a country is the story of its leaders, and that unless
the leaders and the led function in their own appointed circle, it would be very difficult to
move the people forward. In the home, our parents are our dearest leaders. In schools and
associations and in society, those who have best served us face to face are our safest leaders
whom we delight to follow. Even so, unless each of the communities, which are blessed vith
ancient traditions, rare lingual and literary treasures, and with a series of doughty deeds done
with amazing ability and honour, bear in mind the glorious past and imitate their great sires,
they will sink into insignificance.

It is refreshing to remember that the British Parliament has provided for communal
representation in the Government of India Act of 1919 and that the statutory Commission,
presided over by Sir John Simon, recommends the continuation of such institutions.

It now remains to show the unworkability of the scheme proposed by the Donoughmore
Commissioners. needs a clear statement of the scheme itself.

This Instead of the present constitution of the Legislative Council, they recommended the
establishment ofa State Council, consisting of 65 members elected for territorial constituencies,
3 ex-officio members, performing duties as Chief Secretary, Attorney-General and Treasurer,
and certain members to be nominated by the Governor up to a maximum of 12, if he should
consider such members necessary to make the State Council more representative.

The State Council, thus composed of 3 ex-officio members, not more than 12 nominated
members and 65 elected members, aggregating 80, were to be invested with the dual
functions of making laws and administering executive affairs. To deal with legislation, the
State Council was empowered to hold a legislative session, and to deal with administration it
was empowered to hold an executive session.

The Departments of Government, instead of being supervised by the Colonial Secretary,
were to be divided into ten groups, and 3 of them were to be left in charge of the Chief
Secretary, the Attorney-General and the Treasurer, who would be called” Officers of State,”
and would have the status of Ministers, but their functions would be advisory in respect of
the 7 groups of Departments placed in charge of elected Ministers.

On the opening of the State Council, the Speaker of the House would be elected by the
members who have been elected for each constituency, and under his direction, the elected
and nominated members would divide themselves into seven Executive Committees, one for
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each group of Departments, and each committee would elect its chairman. for appointment
by the Governor as a Minister. And these chairmen were to be responsible individually, not
collectively, for the administration of the Departments assigned to them, but they would be
collectively responsible for financial measures.

The executive duties of the Government was to be carried out by the standing committees,
and their reports would be submitted to the State Council sitting in executive session, for
confirmation. In the same way, legislative measures will be reported to the Council sitting in
legislative session, by the Chairman of every Executive committee, at whose instance they
were prepared.

Both the legislative and executive actions of the State Council would require the assent of
the Governor, and the Governor would be specially charged by Royal Instructions to refuse
or reserve assent to measures which infringe certain well-defined principles.

The activities of the seven Ministers with their standing committees were to deal with the
following subjects: (i) Home Affairs, (ii) Agriculture, (iii) Local Administration, (iv) Public
Health, (v) Education, (vi) Public Works, and (vii) Communications.

(1) The Department of Home Affairs was to deal with the management of the police, prisons, fire
brigades, mines, factories, labour (including Indian immigrants), workmen’s compensation,
insurance, statistics and all matters of internal arrangement not allotted to other Departments.

[The words, “workmen’s wages and “insurance,” have not been explained, but they are of
portentous importance, because the system of “basic wages” and “doles “ payable by the
Government in Great Britain, Northern Ireland and the Australian States has produced great
financial difficulties in these countries, as shown at page 18, para. 29.]

(i1) The Department of Agriculture was to deal with agriculture (or food production), irrigation,
forestry, veterinary services and fisheries.

(ii1) The Department of Local Administration was to deal with local government, lands settlement,
survey and local option as to sale or prohibition of intoxicating drink and other pernicious
stuffs.

(iv) The Department of Health was to deal with medical and sanitary services and research,
medical education, hospitals, asylums and charitable institutions, public analyst, quarantine
and housing.

(v) The Department of Education was to deal with ele- mentary, secondary, technical and
university education; museums, libraries and galleries, archaology and printing.

(vi) The Department of Public Works was to deal with public works and electrical undertakings.

(vii) The Department of Public Communications was to deal with railways, posts and telegraphs,
ports and harbours. In addition to these seven departments to be managed by the Ministers
and their respective standing committees, there would be three departments under the Chief
Secretary, the Treasurer and the Attorney-General.
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(viii) The Department of the Chief Secretary was to deal with External affairs, Maldive Islands,

Defence (including volunteer corps), Drafting of legislation, Public service ad- ministration,
discipline, appointments, transfers and audit.

(ix) The Department of the Treasurer was to deal with (a) such executive duties as the following:

42.

custody, collection and payment of all moneys derived from customs, excise and salt;
preparation of annual budgets and estimates and of supplementary estimates, investment
of state funds, management of the public debt, loans to local authorities, etc.; and (b) such
of the supervisory duties as financial examination of all departments, including contracts,
stores, financial regula- tion of public services, strength of establishments, leave regulations,
salaries, pensions and allowances; and (c) advisory duties such as imposition of taxation
and raising of loans, expenditure proposals of departments, exchange questions, financial
relations with municipalities and other local bodies.

The Department of the Colonial Auditor was to be placed under the Chief Secretary, though
as regards the auditor’s work, he would be responsible to the State Council.

The present Executive Council was to be abolished and a Board of Ministers was to be
instituted.

This Board would consist of seven chairmen of the standing committees and the three officers
of the State. The Chief Secretary was to be the ex-officio chairman of the Board. One of the
Ministers was to be elected the Vice-chairman of the Board.

The State Council was to elect from amongst its members a chairman and a Deputy chairman
of committees, each of whom will be qualified to act as a Deputy speaker.

The Speaker must be responsible for the general ad- ministration of the State Council and
for the management of the buildings. He will be assisted by a staff of officers who might be
specially recruited, engaged and paid by the Speaker or by officers seconded from the civil
and clerical services.

The Board of Ministers would be free to summon a legislative sitting of the Council by
putting down bills as the first order on the paper, or an Executive sitting by giving pre-
cedence to the consideration of reports from the executive committees.

The Speaker should be vested with power to regularise the length of questions asked or
provide machinery for the censorship of questions (p. 59 of Commissioners’ Report).

Under the head entitled “Division of Responsibility between Ministers and heads of
Departments,” the Commissioners recommended as a guiding principle that the head of a
department should be supreme in the routine administration of his duties, but they added that,
while routine might be left to individual Departments, certain general definitions common
to the administration as a whole should be worked out and embodied in the “General Orders
of the Government for the guidance of officers serving under executive committees ““; that
these definitions should apply not only to the measures for which the sanction of a committee
should be obtained, but also to those measures which would require the confirmation of the
Council and ultimately of the Governor; that the framing of the General Orders must be
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entrusted to persons who have an intimate knowledge and experience of the inner workings
of the various Departments in Ceylon; and that the Government should at once (26th June,
1928) be invited to give this question their attention, in order that whatever rules might be
considered appropriate might be defined and approved before the introduction of the new
constitution.

43. But the Governor, having carefully considered for many months the proposed division of
responsibility not only between the Heads of Departments, but also in their dealings with
the State Council, and, through the Council, with the Governor, Executive committees and
their Chairmen, came to the conclusion, set forth in his despatch of 31st March last, that it
would be undesirable and impracticable to issue “ General Orders” on the subject, because
neither the Chairmen nor the members of the Executive committees could be subjected to
the disciplinary measures to which officers to whom “General Orders” now apply; that the
matters to be dealt with were so diverse that they could not be suitably covered by one set of
instructions, whatever the form of those instructions or the sanctions attached to them might
be; that considerable revision of, and additions to, both the General and Financial Orders
would be necessary; that the instructions to the executive committees as regards the conduct
of their business should be laid down in the Order-in-Council itself, such as their supervision
over the departments entrusted to each, the delegation of powers to each departmental head,
the necessity for approval by the whole Council in executive session, and of the decisions
of each of the committees; that it would be impossible at this stage to distinguish between
matters of “major” and matters of “minor” importance; that the development of a sound
practice in this respect should be left to the good sense of the Council itself; that, as to the
procedure to be followed by the Executive Committees in the conduct of their own business,
in the laying of business before the State Council and in the case of orders to heads of
departments, the instructions might be issued in the shape of standing orders of the Council;
that he, the Governor, would ask the Committee which was now preparing draft standing
orders for the Council as a whole to proceed with the drafting of standing orders for executive
committees; and that they would be subject to amendment by the State Council.

The Governor further pointed out that the Commissioners appeared to have intended that
“General Orders” should be issued defining the authority of Executive Committees over
Departments and limiting the powers of interference by committees in matters of “routine
administration.” He said that this class of instructions or general orders presented to him the
greatest difficulty, because the efficient working of the new constitution depended largely
upon the proper framing and due observance of them.

44. He explained that the initiation and maintenance of proper relations between the committees
and the departments under their charge would clearly depend very largely upon the good sense
of the members of the Council, and in particular upon that of the chairmen of the committees
; that to attempt by hard and fast rules to limit the powers of the committees to interfere in
matters of administrative detail would be contrary to the spirit of the constitution, and would
assuredly arouse feelings of resentment which would militate against its successful working;
and therefore, while the limits of the powers of the Executive Committees should be defined
in the Order-in-Council, any attempt to regulate the exercise of those powers by definite
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instructions not susceptible of amendment by the State Council would be impracticable and
impolitic.

45. The Governor therefore proposed to the Secretary of State that he would frame a statement
of procedure for Executive Committees based upon, and supplementary to, the relative
provisions of the Order-in-Council; that this statement would be issued in the first instance
by the Governor but would be liable to revision by the State Council, though such revision
would not receive the approval of the Governor if it infringed either the spirit or the letter of
the Order-in- Council, and that a statement similar in nature to the Standing Orders in that it
would ultimately depend upon the authority of the State Council.

This despatch met with Lord Passfield’s approval and was ordered to be published for general
information (Sessional Paper No. 10 of 1930).

46. Referring to the decentralisation of the Colonial Secretary’s present control of all departments,
the Commission pointed out that the grouping of government departments, the providing of
office accommodation and secretarial staff for the chairmen of each Executive Committee
and the multitude of minor questions, to which so comprehensive a transference of work and
responsibility would give rise, should be carefully thought out, plans made and organisation
for the change to the new system completed well in advance of its introduction. The
Commissioners declared that, as they had been com- pelled to recommend the simultaneous
adoption of measures of administrative devolution with those of constitutional reform, it
was obvious that great risks would be run if these measures were carried out with incautious
abruptness, and the conduct of public business handed over to inexperienced Ministers with
secretarial staffs to whom the conditions would be, if not equally strange, at least sufficiently
unfamiliar to cause embarrassment.

47. The Commissioners recognised the dangerous situations which would arise if important
questions submitted by a Minister for the decision of his Executive Committee were opposed
by a majority, in which case he might have to resign. Then another Chairman would have to be
selected by the committee for appointment by the Governor and the committee reconstituted.

In this connection, it is necessary to refer to paragraph 16 of Lord Passfield’s despatch of
10th October, 1929, where he suggests a modification of the method of electing members
of Executive Committees, which was proposed by the Commissioners. According to his
method, each member who may be returned to the State Council should nominate, in respect
of each of the 7 committees, 3 members to serve on each committee, and such of those
members as may receive the largest number of nominations, if willing to serve, shall be
declared elected.

If out of the 58 members of the State Council, 35 agree to pull together, they can determine
the composition of the committees in such a manner that there will be a majority of men
belonging to their own circle in each committee, and when this is done, the Ministers of the
Committees will necessarily be members of that circle, which will control the machinery of
the Government; and if there is a sufficiently strong personality or a triumvirate who could
command the return of 30 or 35 members to the Council, he or such riumvirate will have the
mastery of Ceylon.
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48. Coming next to the position and powers which the ommissioners wished to assign to the
Governor, they said nat the transfer of responsibility from the Governor to the representatives
of the people must be safeguarded by (1) additional reserve powers being given to the
Governor, and (2) the presence of State officers to offer expert advice and criticism to the
State Council. The Commissioners proposed to retain in the new Constitution the provisions
of Articles 47, 48 and 49 contained in the Order-in-Council of 1923, and the provision of
Article 13 of the Royal Instructions of 1920, and confer them all on the Governor, together
with the following additional powers (p. 75):—

(1) The power to refer back to the Council for further consideration any Bill, the provision of
which may appear to him to be undesirable, and to suggest such amendments as he may
deem expedient;

(2) The power to certify a Bill which involves an “important question of principle,” in which case
the Bill shall not be deemed to have been passed by the Council unless it shall have secured
the votes of two- thirds of the members;

(3) The power to attach to his assent a condition that an Ordinance shall be withheld from
operation for such period as he may prescribe, but in any case not exceeding six months.

They said that he might exercise these powers at his unfettered discretion, and that the
constitution should provide that in each instance he should render a report of his action to the
Secretary of State, who would be responsible for advising His Majesty to accept or over-rule
the Governor’s decision. They proposed in addition that the Governor should be vested with
power to enact laws himself, if the Council refused co-operation in matters which he might
consider to be of paramount importance in the public interest.

49. The present Council has hotly contested this power which was included in Article 54 of
the Order-in-Council of 1923. The Commissioners admit, at p. 76 of their Report, that the
procedure indicated in the said article will not be appropriate to a Council in which the
elected element has been enlarged and the official element reduced to three officers of the
State. Nevertheless, they consider that the Governor should be given the power to enact
legislation by himself absolutely, and that no voting on the Bill should be required.

50. As the present Executive Council, which the Governor is bound to consult, is to be abolished,
the Governor will in future have no formal Council to assist him. The Commissioners say:
“He will thus remain in the position of a supreme arbiter, impartial and independent.” But
what is the value of his judgment, if coming from a far-off country, or the nature and character
of the man whom he occasionally meets at prize-distributions, dinner-parties, opening of
hospitals, clubs and the like? The Commissioners seem to think that the knowledge of social
and political conditions which prevail in England and which one is able to gather during
a hurried tour through some parts of the British Empire, qualifies one to solve unerringly
complicated problems of deep interest to native races in Ceylon. This is a delusion..

51. A British General, some time after his arrival in Ceylon, said that he felt no difficulty in
deciding military questions, because his orders had to be obeyed, and that, possessing such
experiences of military methods of action in different parts of the British Empire, he came

149



to Ceylon and found himself in a new rdle as a member of its Executive Council, obliged to
give his opinions to the Government upon questions of civic life, and did not know how to
proceed to a right decision for want of actual experience of local circumstances. He said he
had never realised before how difficult it was to govern an Eastern country like Ceylon, with
a training which he had had previously. It was quite clear to him that he would have to wait
for some years and to be in constant touch with the people in different parts of the country
before being able to form correct opinions and confidently express them. It would not do for
him, he said, to move along with his European friends only, and accept as truth the statements
made by them in regard to the problems of the day.

52. Sir Anton Bertram, who had been Attorney-General of Ceylon for many years and served with

53.

great distinction as its Chief Justice for many years, wrote in his work on The Colonial Service
as follows, commenting upon the Donough more Commission’s Report: “Under its scheme,
the ordinary machinery of Colonial Office Government will cease to exist; the Governor will
no longer be responsible for the administration of the island. He will not have a Colonial
Secretary; he will sit apart with a private secretary of his own, exercising from time to time
a power of veto or suspension, and not otherwise emerging into public affairs. The Colony
will no longer have a Colonial Secretary, in whom administration is concentrated, but only
a Chief Secretary whose function will be that of a political adviser to Ministers and standing
com- mittee Members. The Attorney-General will no longer draft legislation.

“Where, under this situation, does the Government of he island reside? Not in the Governor.
Not in the Board of Ministers. There is no Prime Minister. There is indeed a Vice-Chairman
of the Board of Ministers, who is to be called the leader of the State Council and be its
mouthpiece, but he has no control over his colleagues. Nor can it be said that the Government
is in commission, distributed among the chairmen of the several committees. These
committees decide by a majority vote, and a chairman may have to issue orders and put
forward proposals with which he personally disagrees.”

In his own humble opinion, he said, the proposed constitution would work better if the
legislature were less numerous, if the committees were smaller, if the Board of Ministers
were a real Cabinet, and if the Governor himself presided.

As regards the various objections raised against the committee system, Governor Stanley has
admirably summarized them in his despatch dated 2nd June, 1929, as follows:

“The principal criticisms passed on the system within and without the Legislative Council
may be said to take exception to it either as unworkable, or as likely to cause undue delay in
the transaction of business, or as derogatory to the status and incompatible with the proper
functions of a Minister, or as embarrassing to Heads of Departments in the discharge of
their duties and in their relations with Ministers, or as conducive to the substitution of
compromises and bargains for a clearly defined policy, or as unjustifiably expensive, or as a
check upon the development of a full sense of responsibility, or as an impediment to further
constitutional evolution towards the desired goal” (para. 39).

And in para. 41 of the same despatch, he candidly admits that “he cannot guarantee success”
in regard to the practicability of the system.
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54. 1t is asked, wherever men of poise and sound judgment flourish, men who are not entangled

in the meshes of their own fads and fancies, why these speculations and obviously wrong
forecasts should be adopted by the Secretary of State? Why this loyalty to four “adventurous”
men, who, however great in their own country, are subjecting the native races of Ceylon to
a most dangerous experiment,” which Lord Passfield himself has characterised as novel and
involving changes too far-reaching to be inaugurated in opposition to the consensus of public
opinion? (Paras. 2 and 12 of his despatch, dated 10th October, 1929.)

In para. 24 of his despatch to Governor Stanley, Lord Passfield expressed as follows, his final
intentions in the event of the present Legislative Council accepting or rejecting his proposals

“If the Council are prepared to accept my proposals, the drafting of the necessary Order in
Council and other instruments will be put in hand.

“In the meantime you should proceed to appoint a Redistribution Commission, which
should submit recommendations for dividing the island into the required number of electoral
districts, to revise the General Orders so as to provide for the division of responsibilities
between Ministers and heads of Departments and other correlated matters, and to appoint a
committee for the revision of the Standing Orders of the Council.

“If on the other hand, the Legislative Council should maintain their opposition to the
proposals of the Special Commission, the matter will require further consideration, and in
that event, it would probably be desirable for the Council to be dissolved, and for a new
Council to be elected under the existing constitution.”

55. When the Report of the Special Commission was published simultaneously in England and

(1)

Ceylon in 1928, the unofficial Members considered the proposals and resolved to oppose
them in Council. The debate on the report was fixed for the 27th September, 1928, and the
first motion on the Agenda related to the allegation of the Commissioners that the unofficial
Members had treated Government officials very badly. The following resolution was passed
by a majority of twenty-eight :-

“This Council protests against the action of the Commissioners in recording a finding that
Government officials were subjected to attack, ill-informed criticism and obstruction, and
have been left bewildered and disheartened, and that not even a feeling of security in their
own posion is now vouchsafed to them, without giving an opportunity to Members of this
Council to controvert or explain the particular facts and incidents upon which that finding
was based, and they repudiate that finding as really groundless.”

In Group II were motions relating to government by Committee, election of Ministers and
divorce of administrative from legislative functions. The following resolutions were passed
on these subjects :-

“That the Council is of opinion that Government by Executive Committees of the State
Council as proposed by the Donoughmore Commission is not suited to local conditions, and
is unacceptable to the people.” (Carried by a majority of fifteen.)
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(2) “That the Council considers inadvisable the proposal to create an Administrative as well as
Legislative State Council working by standing executive committees.” (Carried by a majority
of one.)

(3) “That the Council recommends that all the duties and responsibilities proposed to be assigned
to each committee and Minister should be assigned to a Minister elected by the Legislative
Council.” (Carried by a majority of twelve.)

(4) “That in the opinion of this Council, Ceylon is fit for responsible self-government of the
Dominion type.” (Carried by a majority of five.)

In Group III were motions relating to the powers of the Governor. It consisted of three
motions. They were as follows:-

(1) “That the Council declares that the proposed addition to the subjects in the Royal Instructions
in respect of which the Governor’s assent may be refused to legislation, except in so far as
may be necessary to render discrimination against communities or religions impossible, is
unnecessary and retrograde, and that the proposal should not be adopted.” (Carried by a
majority of twenty-one.)

(2) “That the Council is further of opinion that the proposal that the power to enact legislation
should rest absolutely in the Governor himself, and that no voting on a Bill be required,
should not be adopted.” (Carried by a majority of eighteen.)

(3) “That provision for requiring the prior consent of the Governor or the Secretary of State for
any class of legislation is objectionable in principle and calculated to subvert the authority of
the Legislature and should not be adopted. (Carried by a majority of eighteen.)

(4)” That it is the opinion of the Council that the reserve powers of the Governor are too wide
and are incongruous in a scheme purporting to grant a measure of responsible government.”
(Carried by a majority of seventeen.)

(5) “That the Council is of opinion that, as regards administrative and executive functions,
the Governor shall occupy a position similar to what is obtaining in the self-governing
Dominions, in respect of those Departments placed in charge of Ministers.” (Carried by a
majority of two.)

In Group IV were many motions relating to the franchise. They were as follows:-

(1) “That the Council accepts the recommendations of the Donoughmore Commission as
regards the extension of the franchise to females, subject to the amendment that the age
for qualification as a voter should be twenty- one and not thirty.” (Carried by a majority of
twenty-five.)

(2) “That the Council accepts the recommendation of the Donoughmore Commission as regards
the extension of the franchise, subject to the following amendment: that every voter shall be
able to read and write one of the following languages, English, Sinhalese or Thamil.” (Car-
ried by a majority of three.)
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(3) “That the Council urges the necessity for registration of voters being undertaken by Government,
and that registration be not restricted to those who apply for it only, as recommended in the
Report on the Constitution.” (Carried by a majority of one.)

(4) “That in the rerrangement and redistribution of the territorial electoral areas, every revenue
district, though not possessing a population of 50,000, should form a unit for the election of
a member, and similarly any area which by reason of its economic and social affinities might,
with advantage, be constituted into an electoral ‘unit.” (Carried by a majority of seven.)

56. When the foregoing thirteen resolutions had been passed against some of the recommendations
of the Commissioners, His Excellency the Governor sent a message dated 14th November,
1928, to the Legislative Council informing it that the Secretary of State had authorised him
by telegraph to lay before the Council certain observations regarding the resolutions which
they had passed. The Governor candidly explained how it was that the Secretary of State
interposed while the debates and divisions were going on. The Governor said he had been
reporting to the Secretary of State the results of the voting in the Legislative Council upon
the several motions grouped under heads II and III, and that he received the Secretary of
State’s telegram when the discussion of the motions grouped under head IV had been begun.
He thought it desirable to avoid any semblance of intervention in that discussion, and was
writing this message (dated 14th November, 1928) for presentation to the Council by the
Colonial Secretary (Mr. A. G. M. Fletcher) as soon as the voting upon the motions grouped
under head IV had been completed.

The Secretary of State’s telegraphic message ran as follows:-

“In my opinion, the recommendations must be regarded as a whole, and while no doubt
modifications in detail will be necessary when effect is being given to them, I shall not
be willing to accept any amendments in principle which would destroy the balance of the
scheme.

If it appears that a substantial majority of the inhabi- tants of Ceylon would not be willing
to agree to a trial of this scheme as a whole, I might feel compelled to re-open the con-
sideration of the whole question of any constitutional change at all. In that event, it would
certainly be necessary to proceed in due course with the election of a new Council under the
Order in Council of 1923, to allow time for further consideration of the situation.

“If effect can be given to the recommendations of the Commission, I should propose to
take steps for a short extension of the term of the existing Council, if necessary, pending
preparation of the preliminary measures.

“I fully concur in the conclusion of the Special Commission that the grant of complete
responsible government is under the present conditions quite impracticable, and I can hold
out no hope that failure to accept the scheme of the Commission will in any way tend to
expedite the possibility of such a goal.”

57. This message roused the indignation of most of the unofficial Members. They asked, how
could the Secretary of State rush into the House during debate and division time, after the
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g manner of King Charles I, and try to interfere with
the exercise of their rights and privileges conferred
by constitutional documents? Moreover, how
could he ignore the body of voters registered in
accordance with His Majesty’s Order in Council
of 1923 and ask them to consult the in- habitants
¢ of Ceylon with the view of ascertaining whether a
substantial majority of them will be willing to agree
to a trial of the scheme as a whole? Where was
the machinery for carrying out this suggestion? It
was possible for the unofficial Members to go to
their constituencies for a mandate in which case
the Government ought to have undertaken the
trouble and expense of organising a referendum to
the registered voters. The idea of a referendum to
such of the inhabitants of Ceylon as were outside
| those in the list of qualified voters was wholly
fl unlawful and unjustifiable.

This hint to the uninstructed and
undisciplined people, who were naturally prone
to “bawling, hustling and smashing,” offered an
excellent opportunity to a handful of professional

Sri Pon. Ramanathan

politicians to obstruct or swamp duly qualified voters from holding their meetings in a few
places.

58. Another unfortunate turn of affairs was given by the Governor himself. In his message about
the cablegram of the Secretary of State, the Governor stated to the unofficial Members that
it had occurred to him that honourable Members might perhaps desire to discuss the position
with him in a less formal manner than would be possible at an open meeting of the Council.
Should this be desired, he would be very ready to afford an opportunity to the unofficial
Members to meet him either in a body or, if they should prefer it, by a small but representative
delegation, on the understanding that the conversations which might take place would be
confidential and without prejudice, and that any conclusion which might provisionally be
reached would not be deemed to commit honourable Members, unless it were embodied in
an unofficial motion and accepted by the Council.

Many Members, out of courtesy, went to Queen’s House, and some who did not care for such
tactics kept away.

The reasons for this informal conference at Queen’s House, and its results for the day are
described by Sir Herbert Stanley in page 9 of his dispatch to the Secretary of State, as
follows:- “It had seemed to be conceivable, though I was not sanguine, that even then some
of the inter-communal disagreements which were the chief obstacles to a comprehensive
consideration of the scheme as a whole might have been capable of adjustment through
an informal and private ex- change of views in the tranquil atmosphere of Queen’s House.
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Presumably such a reconciliation or compromise of difference was not felt by the unofficial
Members to be feasible at that juncture. At any rate, the remainder of the debate took its
course on the previous lines, and the conversations which I had afterwards with unofficial
Members as individuals or groups were negative in result.”

The results were indeed negative, for never before was the tranquil atmosphere of Queen’s
House so shaken as on that memorable day by vehement disputes between the Governor and
his colleagues.

After this failure to adjust at an open meeting at Queen’s House, the Governor received
different parties of unofficial Members and others on different days, and had private
conferences of a confidential nature, which enabled him to recommend, from a diplomatic
point of view, certain proposals which would make the more ambitious of the Sinhalese
leaders to compound with the main recommendations of the Donoughmore Commission.

59. In holding private interviews with different parties of unofficial Members of Council on
different days in regard to matters about which they had already expressed their views
publicly in Council, the Governor was unconsciously violating an important constitutional
principle that he, as the representative of the King, had been deprived of the of being present
at ordinary sittings of the Council, lest he should restrain the free expression of opinion on the
part of unofficial Members, or make them servile to him and untrue to their constituencies.
Our constitution forbids the Governor to interfere with the performance of public duty on
the part of Members, because such interference will assuredly lead to the demoralisation of
political life and corrupt the manners of the people. Great writers on the English constitution
have said that even the Sovereign is not entitled to ask or to know the individual opinions of
members who are ranged under parties; and that Ministers of the Cabinet should not divulge
the individual opinions of their colleagues to the Sovereign and he should not seek to know
them.

60. How could the different communities in Ceylon, each speaking its own language, each
worshipping God according to the traditions handed down by its sages, each enjoying its own
prescribed shelter, food and dress and its own fasts, feasts and social customsbe commanded
to throw everything into the meltingpot, and take the consequences as they come from day to
day? What are to be their ideals? What are the injunctions and prohibitions as regards their
conduct? What doctrines shall they teach boys and girls, young men and women? Who are
the arbiters to standardise thought, speech and action for one and all? Shall we lead a God-
less, soul-less life, making money anyhow to pander to the senses, to disregard the calls of
duty, to love fun, frolic and mischief? Or shall we labour hard under proper guidance and
gain the ordained heritage of humanity, which is knowledge of God and devotion to works
of lovingkindness, or heartfelt duty, as distinguished from pretended or hollow kindness?

61. The Governor and Secretary of State seem to be greatly impressed with the demands of the
self-styled “Ceylon National Congress” and the Ceylon Labour Union which desire to speak
on behalf of all the races of Ceylon.

They claim the right to dictate to one and all, as if they knew the goal of life and the way to
it.
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The Ceylon National Congress came into being out of the spirit of admiration for the
activities of the Indian National Congress, but owing to the excessive eagerness which the
Indian National Congress displayed in its struggle for getting the Dominion Status, it has
been declared this month (July, 1930) to be an unlawful assembly by the Government of
India. The Ceylon Congress has done nothing to deserve this drastic treatment at the hands
of the Government of Ceylon, but a few of its leaders have endeavoured to make political
capital out of the fact that the Sinhalese-speaking communities consisting of different tribes
residing in the low-country and the up-country, and numbering about three millions of souls
are well spread out in seven out of the nine provinces of the Island. When these leaders saw
the possibility of acquiring home-rule or self-government with Ministers, portfolios, plump
salaries and abundant patronage, they attempted to exclude the minor communities from
an adequate share of representation and administration. A great cleavage occurred between
them and the leaders of the minority communities in 1920, which has not been healed up to
date, and now in 1930 another split has occurred, but this time it was among the Sinhalese
themselves.

62. The Kandyan Party, consisting of about one million souls, desire, as the oldest body of
Sinhalese which had a Kingdom, to stand aloof from the Maritime Sinhalese. (See para. 34
in pages 24, 25.).

And the Maritime Sinhalese are split into many parties. The largest of them includes the good
and true Sinhalese who will not recognize the Congress leaders because they do not care for
the clamour of people too ambitious to be able to appreciate the just needs of others, and
prefer the peace and order which have come to their country through the rule of the British
Government.

A smaller party is the one headed by Messrs. R. L. Perera and E. W. Perera, and which
seceded from the party of the newly elected President of the Congress who accepted the
Donoughmore Commissioners’ recommendations subject to certain amendments proposed
by it. Thus we have four Sinhalese parties now: the Kandyan, numbering about a million
people; the good and true low-country Sinhalese, numbering about a million; the Congress
party of last year (1929), consisting of 32 executive members and a few delegates from,
certain associations in certain townships, numbering about 150 people; and the Congress
party of this year, numbering together about 100 people. It must be admitted that there are
some individuals in the Congress parties of 1929 and 1930 who, apart from the Congress,
have enjoyed the esteem of the public until they became partisans for personal reasons, such
as those anticipated by the Duke of Devonshire quoted already in para. 33 at p. 23 of this
Memorandum.

As regards the Ceylon Labour Union, it sprang up much later than the Ceylon National
Congress. It consists mostly of “coolies” or hired labourers working at the Harbour of
Colombo, and in the stores of the merchants who do business in the city of Colombo and
ship their goods to different countries. Disputes between these coolies and their ployers
regarding wages and hours of work had created strikes and interferred with the sailings of
the ships in due time for some years, when a man gifted with clear vision, tact, and the
power of expressing himself lucidly was needed for mediation between the employers and
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labourers. Mr. Goonesinghe offered his services for a consideration, said to be at the rate
of one and a half rupee per month payable by each coolie to the labour fund. It is estimated
that there are about 6,000 coolies availing themselves of this arrangement. When leaders of
the Labour Party like Col. Wedgwood and Dr. Shiels arrived in Colombo, this Labour Party
greeted them heartily, and they departed with the impression that the Labour leaders and the
labourers, whom they saw crowded together in certain places, are proportionately as large in
Ceylon as the Labour Party in the British Isles. But the fact is otherwise. The labourers in the
villages of the Island are controlled by their own leaders and may be reckoned by hundreds
of thousands, standing apart from the labourers engaged in the harbour or stores of Colombo.

63. As regards accepting or rejecting the scheme as a whole, this suggestion came first of all from
Col. Amery. It was communicated by a telegram to the Governor, which was laid before the
Legislative Council on the 14th November, 1928.

Governor Stanley invited Members to Queen’s House to consider this proposal in a less
formal manner at a private conference confidentially. They met, but the meeting broke up in
confusion.

Thereafter, certain Sinhalese Members went back to the Governor and speciously argued
(1) that the enfranchisement of Indians in the same manner as the enfranchisement of the
Sinhalese and other communities would be a menace to the Sinhalese, in that the immigrant
coolies numbering about 700,000 would join hands with Ceylon Thamils number- ing
about 500,000 and weaken the political preponderance of the Sinhalese, and (2) that the
enfranchisement of the Indians should depend not only upon five years’ residence, as
recommended by the Commissioners, but also on their being made subject to the duty of
declaring, before registration, that they would adopt Ceylon as their home and renounce their
Indian citizenship, the protection of the Indian Government, and the rights conceded to them
under the Estate Labour Ordinances of Ceylon.

The Governor recommended to the Secretary of State the desirability of accepting these
modifications, because he believed that the majority of the unofficial Members, who were
Sinhalese, would agree to accept not only universal suffrage, which they had previously
condemned as wanting in literacy qualification, but also the rest of the Donoughmore Com-
missioners’ scheme. This was the quid pro quo compromise effected between the Governor
and the Sinhalese Members at the conference.

64. But the Governor does not appear to have realized that such a proposal runs counter to
the policy which His Majesty’s Government had approved and laid before the Imperial
Conference held in 1923, as follows:-

“In Ceylon, under a revised constitution about to be issued, qualified British Indians will be
eligible for the franchise and for election to the Legislative Council in the same manner as all
other British subjects.”

The Governor’s proposal has been strongly criticised in the Indian Legislative Assembly as
unjust, and the Government of India has informed His Majesty’s Government accordingly.
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65. Lord Passfield, who had his mind fixed on Mr. Amery’s dictum that the Commissioners’
proposals should be accepted or rejected as a whole, and who knew very little of the real
needs and wishes of the people of the country, contentedly observed, in para. 10 of his
Despatch, that the prospect of the general acceptance of the scheme would be remote if
the modifications recommended by the Governor were not announced, and that those
modifications appeared to him to be not unfair in themselves, and to be likely to command a
large measure of acceptance.

66. Apart from the unconstitutional inter-meddling of the Governor in public questions, it is
worth considering whether there is any sense in the contention that the Donoughmore
Commission Scheme should be accepted as a whole, or rejected as a whole, on the ground
that any amendment thereof would destroy the “balance of the scheme.” (See Mr. Amery’s
telegram communicated to the Legislative Council by the Governor.)

We know that the balance is an instrument for weighing bodies by means of two scales attached
to a beam or lever whose needle in the middle, if it stands perpendicularly, shows the
weight of any commodity placed on one scale to be even with a measure placed on the
other. In terms of this definition, what does the phrase “balance of the scheme “ mean?
There is no comparison possible between the several parts of the constitution devised by the
Commissioners. Accounts may be balanced, so anything weighable may be balanced.

There is also the well-known principle called “balance of power,” which the Duke of
Devonshire had in view, when he considered the question of adequate representation needed
for the majority and minority communities, in order that one or two parties may not outvote
the rest and dominate them. But that expression-" balance of power “-has been known to
constitutional lawyers since the 17th century.

“We see,” said Fénelon, “that all nations are striving to outdo their neighbours. So each must
be perpetually on guard to prevent the excessive aggrandisement of those that surround it.
For the expansion of one nation beyond a certain limit disturbs the balance of the system of
which it forms a member. Anything which upsets or disturb the general system of Europe is
dangerous indeed, and drags after it infinite evil.” This is the principle of balance of power,
which the statesmen of Europe of the seventeenth century unconsciously used, and in modern
times have consciously used.

But neither this expression nor the “balance of scheme “ can be applied to the Donoughmore
Commissioners’ Scheme. For they have abolished communal representation, introduced
territorial representation universally in terms of the rule that 50,000 to 90,000 persons should
have a representative, and described one after another the provisions necessary for the reform
of the Constitution of the Government of Ceylon. There is nothing in this scheme to balance.
On the contrary, it has destroyed the fine adjustment of political power thought out by
Governor Manning, the Duke of Devonshire and the Cabinet of 1923 and sanctioned by the
King. In these circum stances, it is idle and unmeaning to say that the Don Commissioners’
Scheme should be accepted or rejected as whole for the fancied reason that any amendment
of it would destroy its balance.
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67. The present Secretary of State has incautiously taken up the error of his predecessor, repeated
it as sober truth in his despatch to Governor Stanley, and instructed him to lay the Cheme
again before the Council for acceptance or rejection as a whole.

So, the Acting Colonial Secretary (Mr. F. O. Tyrrell) moved in Council as follows: “That it
is desirable in the interests of Ceylon that the constitutional changes recommended by the
Special Commission on the Constitution, with the modifications indicated in the Secretary
of State’s despatch of 10th October, 1929, should be brought into operation,” and said, “I
do not intend to speak on this motion, Sir, because it has been decided that official Members
shall take no part in the debate, except in so far as it may be necessary to remove any
misapprehension on points of fact.”

68. The division taken on 12th December last (1929) disclosed that 19 unofficial Members were
for accepting the motion, and 17 for rejecting it, and that most of the Sinhalese Members
who had emphatically denounced the Committee system and other recommendations of
the Commissioners at the meetings of the Council held in October and November, 1928,
supported the scheme.

The division was very narrow. For altering the constitutions of private associations and
mercantile companies a much broader division is usually required. In the case of political
constitutions, like those of Australia, Canada and the Union of South Africa, a two-thirds and
sometimes three- fourths majority is needed.

69. Lord Passfield himself said in para. 2 of this despatch dated 10th October, 1929: “It is clear
that the success of the proposals must depend largely on the goodwill with which they are
approached by those who are likely to be mainly responsible for their execution. It would
clearly not be expedient to inaugurate such changes in opposition to the consensus of public
opinion.” There was no consensus or unanimity in this division of the representatives
returned by the 200,000 voters on the existing registered list. As already pointed out, the
Secretary of State could not have meant that more than two millions of the people whom the
Commissioners thought of enfranchising could be consulted by the Government without an
organization sanctioned by the Legislature for a proper referendum to them.

70. Supposing it is arbitrarily argued that if a bare majority is all that is needed for radically
altering the constitution of the Government of Ceylon at the will of a Secretary of State
or a Cabinet, and that, too, without any discussion of any amendments that any unofficial
Member may propose, the answer is, that really and truly there was a majority for rejection.
because the speech delivered by Mr. Corea in Council on the 11th December and the speech
delivered in Council by Mr. Wickramanayake on the 12th December show conclusively that
their votes for the acceptance of the scheme were not free votes, but were brought about by
the coercion of the illiterate and unprincipled men who had forced themselves into meeting
places intended for electors who are now on the register. Their speeches, together with the
speech of Mr. Kannangara, expose the intimidation practised upon them. Notwithstanding
this terrorism, Messrs. E. W. Perera and Kannangara voted for rejection, but Messrs. Corea
and Wickramanayake declared that, though they conscientiously believed that the amended
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scheme would endanger the best interests of the country, they were obliged by the crowd of
non-voters, who threatened personal violence, to vote for acceptance of the scheme.

Moreover, the late Vice-President, though willing to vote for rejection, did not vote at all
because he said that he had not gone to his constituency to get a mandate from them as to
how he should vote.

Further, three of the acceptors were Europeans, and the reason why they consented to the
suppression of their communal electorates has been already stated in this memorandum.
Besides these three European representatives, a fourth European, who had been returned
to Council as a representative of the Sinhalese, Thamils and Muhammadan voters in the
North Central Province, voted for the acceptance of the Reforms, against the mandate of his
constituents.

71. Sir Anton Bertram, in his book on “The Colonial Service,” pointedly said: “It will be thus seen
that the scheme was carried by the votes of the representatives of the European Community,
and that the majority of the representatives of the permanent population of the Island
confirmed the misgivings which they had previously expressed.”

72. On the strength of an illusory majority, measures are being taken to prepare a new Order-in-
Council to give effect to the proposals of the Donoughmore Commissioners as amended in
certain respects by the Secretary of State.

73. In closing this memorandum, I respectfully submit that the proper method of settling the
reform of the Government of Ceylon is by the introduction of a Bill in the House of Commons
as set forth at the end of para. 8 in page 3 of this memorandum, so that the merits of each
proposal may be fully discussed and decided by the Parliament. I know of Many Members
in Parliament who are prepared to urge that this subject should not be dealt with as a party
question at This booklet will help them to demonstrate the great dangers of partisanship in
politics.

Printed by Vacher & Sons, Ltd., London, 1930
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The Contribution of
Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan
to the Study of Comparative Religion

S. Ambikaipakan

Though [ was aware of Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan’s interest in religion for
a long time, it was the opinion expressed by two great authorities on Agamanta
that opened my eyes to the greatness of his scholarship in religion in general and in
comparative religion in particular. One was the opinion expressed by H.W.Schomer-
us, the German missionary who worked in South India and whose German book
Der Saiva Siddhanta, published in 1912, is the most exhaustive and accurate pre-
sentation of Saiva Siddhanta in a European language. This is what he says in his
introduction to the book:-

“P.Ramanathan propagated Saiva Siddhanta in the United States and published
commentaries on the gospel of St. Mathew and St.John and on the Psalms based on
the standpoint of Saiva Siddhanta. Moreover he presents Saiva Siddhanta in his book
The Culture of the Soul among the Western Nations.”

Incidentally I may mention that Kalaipulavar K. Navaratnam got Schomerus’s
book translated into English by Dr.Arthur Fitz who was a librarian in Batavia, and
who was librarian of Parameshwara College for sometime at the end of World War
II. This translation is being serialised by me in the English Magazine Saiva Siddhanta
published by the Saiva Siddhanta Maha Samajam of Madras.

The other was the opinion expressed by V.V.Ramana Sastri in his introduction to
Nallaswami Pillai’s work, Studies in Saiva Siddhanta. This is what he says:-

“On the purely expositional side, the doctrines of Agamas have found a reverent
and apt interpreter in the scholar sage Mr. P. Ramanathan, whose writings it is not
possible to surpass either in this peninsula or abroad for either clarity of thought
or directness of appeal”.

Vedanta & Agamanta

At this stage it will be useful to understand the difference between Agamanta and
Vedanta. Vedanta means the end of the Vedas and deals with the teachings based on
the Vedas, and Agamanta means the end of the Agamas and deals with the teachings
of the Agamas. What has been written in English from the time of Swami Vivekananda,
Max Muller and Paul Deussen up to the day deals mostly with Vedanta. Even standard
books on Indian Philosophy written by Dr.Radhakrishnan, Dr. Das Gupta and Prof.
Hiriyanna deal with Vedanta and there is scant treatment of Agamanta in these books.
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The difference between Vedanta and Agamanta is brought out by Ramana Sastri
in the same article referred to by me above:-

“The Agamas contend that they constitute the truest exigesis of the Vedas and
their origins are certainly as ancient as those of some of the classical Upanishads.
If the fire-worship be regarded as the ritual inculcated in the Vedas as the outer
symbolism of spiritual truths, the temple worship may on its side be also said
to assume a similar importance in regard to the Agamas. The Agamas bring in
temple worship as only a further concomitant of fire-worship, the one being an
ancillary adjunct to the other. The only difference they introduce in the elements
of fire-worship is the deletion of animals as objects of sacrifice”.

After explaining the difference between Vedic and Agamic rituals, Ramana Sastri
says the following on the hold of the Agamas on the present day Hindus:-

“For the rest it will be seen that in India at the present day, there is hardly a Hindu
that does not observe some kind of temple worship or another, which points to
the conclusion that the Agamas have had in one form or another a universal hold
upon the continent of Hindu India, and their influence tells”.

It is only now that interest is being taken in the systematic study of the Agamas.
Special mention must be made of the work done in this field by the French Institute
at Pondichery. It has collected all the available Agamas and published the Raurava
Agama with a French translation.

Family Heritage

Ramanathan can be said to have inherited the interest in religion from the members
of his family. His father Mudaliar Ponnambalam, called ‘Dharmavan’ because of his
charitable disposition, founded the Sivan Temple at Kochchikade which was later
built of granite stone (g@masad fmriuanf), by his son Ramanathan. Ramanathan’s
maternal uncle, Sir Mutucoomaraswamy may be said to be a pioneer in the field of
comparative religion. He translated not only Harichandra and Tayumanavar into
English but also Dathuvamsa, the chronicle of the Tooth Relic, and the Sutta Nipata
containing the discourses of the Buddha. Sir Mutucoomaraswamy’s Synopsis of
Saiva Siddhanta published in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Ceylon in
1857 may be considered to be one of the earliest, if not the earliest account of Saiva
Siddhanta in English.

A New Influence

[t was when Ramanathan was at the height of his professional and political career
thata new influence entered his life. It was at this time that he came into contact with
his guru Arulparananda Swami of Tanjore. This Swami was the great-grandfather of
the late Dr.S.Natesan and before he took his Diksha name of Arulparananda Swami be
was known as Illakanam Ramasamipillai and is mentioned by Dr. Swaminatha Iyer
in his life of his teacher Meenakshisundarampillai. He was well versed in the Hindu
sastras and a person of great spiritual attainments As a result of coming into contact
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with this sage, a radical change took place in the life of Ramanathan. He introduced
him to his brother Sir P.Arunachalam and both of them gave up their western ways
of life. Under his guidance they took to the study of Hindu Sastras beginning with
Tayumanavar. I have seen the notes taken by Arunachalam when he studied the
Sivagnana Botham under this Swami.This is what Ramanathan says about how he
prepared himself for the higher life:-

“I can say only now that have found higher work than what is done at the Bar or
in the Legislative Council. The moment that the higher work became clear to me
[ felt that my time was being wasted in the Law Courts and in arena of politics.
You, my friends, know I have had for some years little time for visiting my best
friends. I am at work throughout the day and the far into the night not upon
official work which I have felt myself urged to. So  have gone on for some years”.

The result of Ramanathan’s learning can be seen in the many commentaries and
the other books he written, especially the commentaries on the Bhagavad Geta and
the Gospelsof St. Mathew and St. John.

Tamil Commentaries

[ shall first deal with the commentaries in Tamil. He has written commentaries on
the Aaththi Soodi, Tirukkural Payiram and the Bhagavad Gita in Tamil. Unfortunately
Ramanathan has used a Sanskritised style called Manipravala style in writing his
commentaries and this makes them difficult reading for those who are not familiar
with Sanskrit. The title given to the commentary on the Aaththi Soodi is Lessons on

Dharma Sastras (siwersgr um_ib) The sub-title is ‘Explanation of Aaththi Soodi
Mantras’. Ramanathan says that Dharma Sastras serve as a light to those who groping
in the darkness of ignorance. They tell them what should be done and what should
not be done. It is significant that Ramanathan calls the words of the Aaththi Soodj,
Mantras. Mantras are sacred utterances of the Rishis and the mere utterance of these
words have a powerful effect on those who utter them and on those who hear them.
Ramanathan seems to be the opinion that Mantras need not necessarily be in Sanskrit.

In the course of his explanations Ramanathan gives utterance to profound truths.
The following is what he says of the mind. The mimd will be purified to the extent
it thinks of good deeds. Just as the minds of men of great understanding are full of

peace and calm (swwor @@pssed) so the minds of little understanding will not be at
rest and will be attached to something. When they are not attached to something
they will go to sleep.

Though the Aaththi Soodi was meant for children, the commentary of Ramanathan
makes it a useful guide even to adults.

Ramanathan has written a commentary on the first four chapters of the Kural
called Payiram. This contains a long introduction of twentyone pages and deals
with the birth of Tiruvalluvar, his native place, his wife and his age. This also deals
with the contents of the book and also with Hindu Dharma. Though his commentary
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may not be acceptable to modern Tamil scholars, as it is mostly based on Sanskrit
sources, it contains a wealth of information and is worth persual. Ramanathan’s
catholicity of outlook is brought out when he deals with the birth and parentage of
Tiruvalluvar. After stating the traditional accont of Tiruvalluvar’s birth according to
which Tiruvalluvar’s father was a Brahmin and his mother a pariah, he goes on to
say that it serves no purpose to go into the parentage of great and learned men. Wise
men look to the spiritual attainments of great men and not to the castes into which
they were born: “Gssib eraialls Casranismard QSTewrL_MaILD, DDTE GTHRIGET LGS

”

LM DILITL_eoL_wTLoeh 945 CsssdleeraiBdhE@Ld mlena)ib ereniiw/Go Cprdhs Geuesr(BLb

This book is of special value as it contains laudatory verses by eminent Tamil
scholars like Arasan Shanmuganar, Kanthasami Kavirayar of Madurai and Ka
Namasivaya Mudaliar and these show in what esteem Ramanathan was held them.
This also contains the speech delivered by the late Mr.V.V.Srinivasa Iyengar, High of
Madras, when he proposed Ramanathan to the chair at the Tirukkural conference
held in Mylapore on June 1917. This speech is virtually a contemporary assessment
of Ramanathan’s services in the field of politics, religion and education.”

Though the Bhagavad Gita is considered to be the chief scripture of the Hindus in
most parts of India, yet it has never been very popular among the Saivites of South
India. This is what Nallaswami Pillai writes in his introduction to the translation of
Sivagnana Botham published in 1894:-

“Inspite of the great praise that is bestowed on the Bhagavad Gita, the Tamil reader
knows nothing of it, and it is only recently a Tamil translation has been got out.”

The prejudice against the Gita may be due to two reasons. One of them is that
some people consider it as a Vaishnava scripture because it has been preached by
Krishna. Secondly it has been depicted in the Sivagnana Siddhiar Para- pakkam as a
book that preached killing because Krishna urged an unwilling Arjuna to do his duty
by fighting his enemies. Conditions would not have changed much among the Tamil
reading public when Ramanathan published his commentary in 1914, though the
English reading public would have come to know more about the account the Gita
on account of the writings of Swami Vivekananda, Tilak and Aurobindo. Ramanathan
was the first Saiva Siddhantin to write a detailed commentary on the Gita,” Though
all his commentaries both in English and Tamil have a Saiva Siddhanta background
he writes them in a manner acceptable to religionists. His Commentaries have a
universal appeal because they were written with rare spiritual insight. About the
Gita he says it teaches how to get rid of fear, sorrow and desire. There is no greater
guide than this book to spiritual aspirants. From first to last teachings are based on
spiritual experience.

Why Ramanathan wrote the commentaries on the Gospels:

The greatest contribution of Ramanathan to the study of comparative religion is
his commentaries on the Gospels and his Lectures on the Culture of the Soul among
the western Nations. The reason why he took to the exposition of the Gospels is well
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brought out in the last chapter of Western Pictures for Eastern Students. The Chapter
is entitled “The True Missionary Spirit”. It is said that Ramanathan like Jesus and Paul
had and one and the same God to preach to every nation and he made God intelligible
to each religionist by means of the very religion in which he was born and bred. The
Gospels of St. Mathew and St. John were first expounded to Miss R. L. Harrison who
later became Lady Ramanthan and it was she who took down with assiduous care
all that Ramanathan spoke when he expounded the Gospels to her. The title page of
the Gospel of St. Mathew is as follows:-

The Gospel of Jesus according to St.Mathew as interpreted to R. L. Harrison in
the light of the Godly experience of Sri Parananda. This was published in 1898.

The title page of the commentary of St.John gives the following information:-

An Eastern Exposition of the Gospel of Jesus according to St.John being an
interpretation thereof by Sri Parananda in the light of Gnana Yoga-edited by
R.L.Harrison.

This book was published in 1902. It may be mentioned that Ramanathan was
known as Parananda at that time.

The case of Madame Pickett is vividly described in the same book. Mrs. Pickett, an
Australian lady, became interested in Eastern religions through Theosophy and came
to the Eastin search of a teacher. In Ramanathan she found her ideal teacher and she
with great persistence requested Ramanathan. to accept her as his pupil. When the
question of the book to be studied was taken up, she wanted Ramanathan to teach
her the Gita. Ramanathan suggested to her to begin with the study of the Bible. To
this she said “What is there in the Bible?  have given that up many years ago. [ want
something better”. To this Ramanathan replied, “If you know your Bible well. you
would not want much Believe me, that is the best reading for you now. After you have
learned something of it, we shall see whether you still think ‘there is nothing in it’
After going through the Gospels of St.Mathew and St.John with Ramanathan all her
doubts were removed and she became an ardent preacher of the Gospels according
to Ramanathan in Australia.

Key to Ramanathan’s Interpretation

The key to Ramanathan’s exposition of the Gospels is found in his Lectures on
the Culture of the Soul among Western Nations. In these lectures he points out that
the western nations had suffered as a result of the different interpretations given to
the Gospels by theologians and intellectuals. He makes a reference to the four great
Councils held between the third and fifth centuries to settle speculatione about the
person of Christ and functions of Christ. Thess Councils did not come to any satisfactory
conclusion. He quotes Cardinal Newman'’s opinion on this subject :-

“Every article of the Christian creed, whether as held by the Catholics or by the
Protestants is beset with intellectual difficulties and it is a simple fact that for
myself I cannot answer these difficulties”.!®
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Cardinal Newman was saved because of his inborn faith. The dissensions about
the fundamental doctrines of Christianity led to the rise of atheism, agnosticism and
materialism in Europe and America. The rise of the anti-religious movements had a
disastrous effect on society. As what Ramanathan has said on this question cannot
be improved, [ make no apology for quoting him in full:-

“A person actuated by self-love is a menace alike to the household and state. Mere
intellectual education makes the self-lover skilled in the art of doing without
compunction what others of fine feeling are ashamed or have not the heart to do.
He is often a clever rogue great in evading detection. When selfish persons take
to economical life and deal with the creation and distribution of commodities
necessary for the maintenance and conduct of the body, they adulterate foodstuffs,
resort to mean devices in production, and charge excessive prices for the articles
made or carried. Others resort to what is called ‘pooling’ in America or the
sweeping together of commercial interests so as to form monopolies or trusts
the profits of which go to enrich them at the expense of the ordinary consumer.
They raise and lower prices at will and care not for the fate of the petty trader.
Not content with the advantages enjoyed by then they invade the political arena
and buy up largely the elective power of the people. They then press on all sides
upon the government and endeavour to control legislation at their will. In the
field of education too, their powerful influence is in the ascendant. They form
the largest portion of the nation, and their taste for reading is all in the line of
sentimental and sensational amusement. Consequently those who are engaged
in the production of books, magazines and newspapers find themselves obliged
to write and publish what is funny, fanciful and thrilling to the serious neglect
of the higher life of humanity. The materialism of the age has affected the very
teachers of spirituality. Many and wealthy are the churches and learned eloquent
are the preachers, but the congregations and the rulers thereof have to don and
their sunday clothes. The constituted leaders of religion do not appear to have
a hold on the people and they are all with the exception of a few, drifting to the
perils of a life devoid of a goal. As to the Scientists, who are nobly labouring in
Colleges and other places their discoveries have been applied to the further
materialisation of the country by sensuous seekers of the almighty dollar”.**

Again in article that Ramanathan contributed to the Hibbert Journal, (Vol. 7)
on The Miscarrige of life in West he says. “Western science is ignorant knowledge”
Rene Guenon, the French Philosopher whose influenced Dr.Ananda Coomaraswamy
a great deal, must have been so impressed with this view that he has quoted it in his
book East and West.

“A Hindu summing up most concisely the opinion of all the Orientals who have
come across it, has said most justly: “Western seience is ignorant knowledge”. This
expression is in no way a contradiction in terms and this is what it means: it is, if
one insists, a knowledge that has some reality, since it is valid and effective in one
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relative domain; butitis a hopelessly limited knowledge, ignorant of the essential, a
knowledge which, like everything else that belongs in particular to western civilization,
lacks a principle.”

Having said all this he asks the people of America and Europe not to despair and
shows them a way to come to a correct understanding of Christ. “As the unwritten
traditional interpretation of the words of Jesus have been lost to the nations of
the West, the only way of restoring the ‘Spirit’ or the true meaning of the words of
the Bible is to secure their interpretation by able ministers from the East who are
now living, and on whom the effulgence of His grace has been shed. They are called
Jivanmuktas (the liberated ones) or Jnanis (knowers of God). They are the anointed
of God. The Western nations of the world know of only one Christ, but India knows
of scores in each generation, busy saving seekers from the perils of atheism and
leading them to God. May they restore to the Western nations the key of knowledge
(Luke XI-52) the key to knowledge of God-and interpret truly the teachings of Jesus,
and the earlier sages of Judaea”.

Ramanathan came in the line of sages mentioned above. His commentaries exhibit
not only his vast learning which is astonishing because of the cross reference given
therein, but also his deep spiritual insight He speaks as a man of God, as one with
authority.

Gospel According to St. Mathew

Now we will have a look at the Gospel of St. Mathew as interpreted by Ramanathan.
When Jesus met Mathew for the first time, he was working at the Customs collecting
taxes for the Government. When Jesus asked him to follow him, he immediately
without a second thought, gave up his job and followed him. This is what Ramanathan
says about this: “Though Mathew was engaged with the important work of collecting
revenue for the government, yet the moment the call came (Mathew XX-16) for worldly
renunciation, he left all and followed Jesus without a word of enquiry. So ripe, so
quick (John V-63) so awake (I Cor XV-34) was the soul for spiritual instruction. No
man can come to me except the father draw him (Jolin VI-64). Mathew’s coming to
Jesus was thus simply and shortly the will of God founded upon the ripe condition
of Mathew’s soul” (Page 74). In Hindu terminology he was a gf;Ft Md;kh.

[tis said in Chapter VII of the same Gospel when Jesus had ended his sayings, the
people were astonished at his doctrine for he taught them as one having authority.
It was the people who marvelled at the teaching. To them “the sons of men” the
mysteries of the Kingdom of God were never before openly declared (Eph III 5).
But the doctrine itself existed long before Jesus was born. So Jesus said elsewhere:
“My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent me” (John VII-16). It was God’s doctrine
which Paul explained “Was kept secret since the world began” (Rom XVI- 25, PS LXX
VIII-2). What Jesus did was to proclaim upon house-stops what he had heard in the
ear (Natt. X-27) and realised in actual experience”.
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He taught them with the authority of one who has a personal knowledge of what
he says, and not like scribes who taught the letter of the law without understanding
the spirit of it. (Gospel of St. Mathew pages 84-85).

What Jesus heard in the car was Sruti (eternal truths-) and he had realised them
through anubhava. One’s anubhava is the highest authority.

Chapter VIII gives an account of the miracles performed by Jesus. Jesus performed
these miracles as part of his ministrations and not to exhibit his powers. This is what
Ramanathan says in this connection:-

“Except for the miracles performed by Jesus, his acceptance as Christ would have
been all but impossible-as Jesus has been explicit in teaching, ‘I can of mine own
self do nothing’ (John V-30). The miracles must be taken to attest the greatness
of God and the servantship of Jesus”. (Page 66)

He further says:-

“The possession of men by evil spirits is not of un-common occurrence. The
power of controlling and exorcising them is attainable by methods well-known
to proficients of what is called the Mantra Sastras. But that power is often found
to exist naturally in men who have become sanctified in spirit”: (page 71)

Gospel According St. John John
St.John occupies a unique place among the Apostles, Ramanathan says:-

“John the disciple whom Jesus loved stands on a different footing. He must be
considered more than a historian of Jesus because like Jesus he bears the original
testimony of the Kingdom of God. The life (called the light of men in John 1-4) he
declared “was manifested and we have seen it and bear witness and show unto you
that Eternal Life which was with the Father was manifested unto us” (John 112).

Ramanathan explains the first line in St. John’s Gospel :-
“In the beginning was the word. The word was with God, and the word was God”.
in the light of the Hindu concept evolution and involution of the Universe. He says:-

“The phrase in the beginning implies a previous state which never had a beginning,
where there stood God only without a visible (knowable) second. This is the
state of absoluteness or non-differentiation, for in that there is nothing from
which to distinguish God. The moment the word appeared, it became possible
to distinguish it from God - The Greek word used by St.John is Logos, which was
translated into Latin Vulgate as Verbum which is actually the same as Sanskrit
Vak used by the sages to India to denote that most spiritual and yet inaudible
voice or sound which preparatory to evolution arose in the being of God-not as
note, or succession of notes, but as an overspreading power. The word was with
God-The soundless voice, the silent guide, that is in all creatures, does not stand
independent of God, but has always abided in Him and is not to be severed from
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Him. The word was God-The Illumining Power is not different from God, but is
a part of Him and therefore the power that inheres in the infinite allknowing
Be-ing and disappears unto It-even as in the mental sphere thought arises from
and sees in consciousness, or as in the material sphere a cloud appears from the
sky, or etheric space and disappears into it.” (Pages 1,9, 11)

Of the three causes that operate in creation Ramanathan says:-

“God is the moving or active cause of the Universe. He made the power go further
from Him, and through it he evolved the world. Therefore power (called the Holy
Spirit) is the instrumental cause of the Universe and he evolved the world out of
Darkness, which is the material cause. It is by the operation of these three causes

that the making of all things happened (page 14). In Tamil fITs; - ALlsssmrevwrb, F55)-

SIS S TTGRTLD, LOTEOIWI - (LPBMHTTGRTLD.
Ramanathan further says:-

“Itis usual with the sages of India to speak of the Holy spirit as fecund or feminine.
God is our father, the Holy spirit is our Mother. The two in one form the Godhead”

(page 14).
Ramanathan explains St.John’s view of the realised soul in the following words:-

“The mysterious fellowship in actual experience was denoted by Jesus by the
words ‘I (the perfected son) am in the father, and the father is in me (John XIV
I1) It is co-existence in indivisible union, owing to the union being intimate and
inseparable’. He said in another place, ‘I and the Father are one’ (John X 30). These
happy experiences convey the deep truth that the perfected spirit enters into union
with the ever perfect, spirit and remains in inseparable fellowship with it in love and
righteousness unto eternity”. The above description of the realised soul is what in
Saiva Siddhanta is called advaita union. Here advaita means not two as againsta the
Vedanta concept which explains Advaita as one. The Siddhanta concept of Mukti is

also called yeraraflu Blensv Or @ e _pHm Blenev.
The Culture of the Soul among Western Nations:

[ have had occasion to refer to this book earlier in this paper in dealing with the
correct interpretation of religious texts. This book is based upon the lectures he
delivered before the Monsulvat School of Comparative Study of Religions and other
learned societies of America. Myron H. Phelps of the New York Bar and Director of
Monsulvat School who was chiefly responsible for Ramanathan’s visit to America
says the following as to how this book came to be written.

“It was at the request of some of these friends, who desired to have in permanent
form a few at least of the priceless jewels of wisdom which they had heard from
his lips that the manuscript of this volume was prepared and left with the writer
of these few lines to be given to the world”.
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This may be said to contain the quintessence of Ramanathan’s teachings. Though
itis popularly considered as an exposition of Christianity in the light of Hinduism it
may be said to deal with what Aldous Huxley called Perennial Philosophy.

The chapter on Key to Knowledge is the most important one in this book. It deals
with Jnana Marga or Jnana Yoga and Jnanis or Jivan muktas. According to Saiva
Siddhanta, Jnana Marga is the last of the Margas, the others being Sariya Marga, Kriya
Marga and Yoga Marga. The Jnana Marga is for those who are tired of the so-called
enjoyments of the world and thirst for the sanctification of the spirit. These go in
search of a guru who will lead them along the path of knowledge:

“He is found mostly in secluded places from Cashmere (Kashmir) to Cape Comorin
(Kumari) living in the utmost simplicity. Some are so dead to the world as to go
wholly unclad seeing nothing but the reign of God everywhere. To them (and
every other Jnani) men, women, and children are all alike without any distinction
whatever of sex, age, colour, creed or race. Some Jnanis are often mighty in
attainments (Siddhis) but power by itself is not considered their distinguishing
characteristic.”

The Jnanis lead their disciples step by step to the final goal of spiritual experience
and this has been dealt with by Ramanathan in his pamphlet: The Mystery Godliness.
Dr. G. U. Pope, the famous translator of Thiruvacagam bought this pamphlet to the
notice of Dean Inge and he has quoted him in his book on Christian Mysticism. [ give
below what Dean Inge has to say on Ramanathan and the paragraph quoted by him
as they are appropriate to this context:

“But since no one who remains a Christian can exhibit the results of this theory in
their purest form,” I shall take the liberty of quoting a few sentences from a pamphlet
written by a native Indian Judge who I believe is still living. His object is to explain
and commend to Western readers the mystical philosophy of his own country:-

“He who in perfect rest rises from the body and attains the highest light, comes
forth in his own proper form. This is the immortsl soul. The ascent is by the ladder
of one’s thoughts. To know God, one must first know one’s own spirit in its purity,
unspotted by thought. The soul is hidden is worn off. becomes visible to itself.
This stage is called knowledge of the soul. Next is realised knowledge of god. Who
rises from the bosom of the soul. This is the end progress: differentiation between
self and others has ceased. All the world of though and senses is melted into an
ocean without waves or current. This dissolution of the world is also know as
the death of the sinful or worldly ‘T, which veils the true Ego. Then the formless
Being of the Deity is seen in the regions, Consciousness is wholly distinct from
through and senses; It knows them; they do not know it. The only proof is an
appeal to spiritual experience.”

In the paragraph quoted above Ramanathan deals with Atmadarsana and Siva-
darsana. The liberated soul partakes of the glory of God, known as Saccidananda,
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existence, knowledge, bliss. Therefore it is not correct for Dean Inge to say “In the
highest stage one is absolutely inert knowing nothing in particular”

Foreword to an English Translation of Devara Hymns

At the request of his friend Nallaswamipillai, Editor of Siddhanta Deepika,
Ramanathan wrote a foreword to an English translation of two decades of hymns of
Tirunavukkarasu by Mr.Balasundara Mudaliar, M.A. Ramanathan calls Tirunavukkarasu
‘the king of sacred diction’ and adds:-

“His sayings like those of Tiruvalluvar show how the deepest spiritual truths
may be expressed in simple Tamil without the aid of Sanskrit words”.

The decades of hymns are those beginning with “ordleh afenerib” wer ‘LirauwpLd

ufluyd uppp CGauemr®afr” Ramanathan says that these hymns show the way to the
reclamation of man from the way of sorrow, called Pravrithi Margam. Pravrithi
Margam is called bay by this saint and the result of this way of life is vividly described
in the verse:-

Unblushing men, what have you done
You lead a life but wretched, base

Mere tale is it to grave you go?

If he that saves forsakes you all,

You earthlings grow the country’s scorn.

The way out of this life of sorrow is to follow the Nivrithi Margam, the way of
withdrawal from the world, and cultivate love of God. When one follows this path of
devotion and detachment, one will become pure in spirit and devoid of all sorrow,
immaculate and eternal. This way is well expressed in the following hymn.

From hold of moral blame and sin,
0! ye who would be truly free
Adore the holy feet of Him!

Our Dancing Lord, and think of Him
With love and joy. The watcher will
With you abiding grant His Grace.

Ramanathan’s books, especially his commentary on the Gita and the Lectures on
the Culture of the Soul Among the Western Nations, are his best gifts to humanity
for the gift of Jnanam is the highest of all gifts. The two books mentioned above are
worthy of being studied by all interested in the study of Hindu religion and Hindu
civilization. The Ramanathan Trust will do well to reprint them.

The Contribution of Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan to the study of Comparative Religion, 1976
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“Something More Than a Knowledge of the

Perishable Things of Life”.

A Study of the Educational Ideals of
Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan!

The educational philosophy of Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan,? first elected

representative of the “Fducated Ceylonese™ in the Legislative Council, sometime
Attorney-General of the Island, founder of the Ceylon National Association3

1.

The present essay is the fifth in a projected series of papers in which an attempt is made
to examine the development of “a tradition of radical protest” against the system of
colonial English education that was prevalent in Sri Lanka during the late 19th and early
20th centuries. The first four papers in the series are as follows: “Strangers in their
Own Land”: An Outline of the Tradition of Radical Protest Against English Education
in Colonial Sri Lanka”, Navasilu, The Journal of the English Association of Sri Lanka,
No. 1, 1976; “English Education and the Estranged Intellectual in Colonial Sri Lanka:
The Case of James Alwis (1823-70)", Modern Ceylon Studies,Vol. 6,No. 2,1976 (in press);
‘“A Generation of Spiritual Bastards and Intellectual Pariahs: A study of Ananda Cooma-
raswamy’s Attitudes to Colonial English Education in India and Sri Lanka”, Sri Lanka
Journal of the Humanities, Vol. 1, No. 2, 1976; and *‘Decoration Before Dress:
A Study of Sir Ponnambalam Arunachalam’s Attitudes to Colonial English
Education in Sri Lanka™, The Ceylon Historical Journal, Vol. 25, 1975 (in
press).

Ponnambalam Ramanathan was born on 16th April, 1851, in the home of his maternal
grandfather, Gate Mudaliyar Arumuganathapillai Coomaraswamy, the first occupant
of the Tamil seat in the Legislative Council as newly constituted in 1833. Ramanathan’s
parents were Gate Mudaliyar Ponnambalam and his wife Sellachchi. The latter was the
sister of Sir Muthu Coomaraswamy, the great orientalist and statesman, and father of
Ananda Coomaraswamy. (For further details regarding Ramanathan’s ancestry, pa-
rents and birth, see M. Vythilingam, The Life of Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan, Vol. 1,
Ramanathan Commemoration Society, Colombo, 1971, Chapters 1 to 5). Having
received his education at the Colombo Academy (now Royal College), and Presidency
College, Madras, Ramanathan qualified as an advocate of the Supreme Court in 1873.
The following year, Ramanathan married Chellachiammal, second daughter of Nanni-
thamby Mudaliyar, and settled down at “Sukhhastan”, his Cinnamon Gardens residence.
On the death of Sir Muthu Coomaraswamy (his uncle) in 1879, Ramanathan was nomi-
nated by Governor Longdon to represent the Tamil speaking peoples in the Legislative
Council. From 1894 to 1896 Ramanathan was the Acting Attorney General of the Island.
From 1911 to 1916, and again from 1917 to 1920, he was the first elected representative
of the “Educated Ceylonese” in the Legislative Council. From 1921 to 1924, he was
again a nominated member of the Legislative Council, and from 1924 to 1929 the elected
representative of the Northern Division of the Northern Province—an almost unbroken
period of 50 years as a member of the Island’s legislature. His death occurred in Novem-
ber 26th, 1930. The zenith of Ramanathan’s political career was reached in 1915, when
Ramanathan espoused the cause of the Sinhalese and fought the British administration
for justice protesting against the excesses and atrocities committed by the authorities
during the period of the riots and martial law in 1815, In this connection,
see Ponnambalam Ramanathan, Riots and Martial Law in Ceylon, London,
1916.

The Ceylon National Association was founded by Ramanathan in the 1880s (E. F. C.
Ludowyk, The Story of Ceylon, Faber and Faber, London, 1967 p. 227); the Association
grew out of the Ceylon Agricultural Association founded by C. H. de Soysa to help
Ceylonese agriculturalists (E. F. C. Ludowyk, The Modern History of Ceylon, Weiden-
feld and Nicholson, London, 1966, p. 129).
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and the parliamentarian,* religious scholar, philosopher® and orator par
excellence of early 20th century Sri Lanka,b may fittingly be epitomised
in his own favourite phrase, ‘‘something more than a knowledge of the
perishable things of life.”” Moving the first reading of ““‘An Ordinance to Dec-
lare the Constitution of Parameshvara College, Jaffna’’ in the Legislative Coun-
cil, Ramanathan declared: ‘““Hindu parents in and out of Ceylon. .. .feel that
the kind of education that is being given to their boys and girls in the English
schools. . ..is not at all satisfactory. They want something more than a know-
ledge of the perishable things of life, too much of which is pressed on the at-
tention of students as if there was nothing elseworthconsidering and attaining.”?
The main purpose of the present paper is to discuss in some detail the “‘philo-
sophy” of education that emerges from an examination of Ramanathan's
speeches and writings, and Ramanatnan’s practical application of his theories
and beliefs in setting up two educational-institutions during the latter part of
his career in Jaffna—Ramanathan College (for girls) and Parameshvara Col-
lege (for boys). This study would also enable us to place Ramanathan in his
proper place in the important “‘tradition of protest’ against colonial English
education in Sri Lanka, a tradition that had been inaugurated as early as the
1830s by such eminent Englishmen as George Turnour and D. J. Gogerly, and
continued later not only by a succession of native scholars, statesmen, and
social reformers like James Alwis, Ananda Coomaraswamy and Ponnambalam
Arunachalam, but also by a host of Iesser-known Sinhalese nationalists, intel-
lectuals and literary men like Piyadasa Sirisena, John de Silva, Arumuga Nava-
lar, Anagarika Dharmapala and Kumaratunga Munidasa.

It has already been shown elsewhere? that the system of ‘‘English Edu-
cation’” in Sri Lanka, with its almost exclusive stress on English language and
literature, and western culture was, contrary to popular belief, subjected to con-
siderable criticism during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and that both
distinguished native Sri Lankan intellectuals and statesmen as well as non-
native (principally British) scholars and educators were able, from its inception,

4. S. Namasivayam (in his The Legislatures of Ceylon, 1928-1948, Faber and Faber, Lon-
don, 1951) describes Ramanathan as “‘a vigilant critic of government, and, during a per-
iod when criticism required some courage, he labelled governmental acts on the floor
of the House as acts of mis-government. Together with a few other unofficials, he was
ceaseless in the pursuit of information for the purpose of ventilating grievances.” (p. 27).
Sudhansu Bose, who edited a volume of the speeches delivered by Ramanathan from
1879 to 1894 in the Legislative Council, comments on Ramanathan’s “extreme readiness
in debate, marvellous command of words in English, and singular freedom from fear
and favour, ill-will and anger.” (Selected Speeches of Ponnambalam Ramanathan, Vol.
1, 1879 to 1894, Ceylon Daily News Press, 1929, Editor’s Note). M. Vythilingam,
Ramanathan’s recent biographer, describes him as *‘a parliamentarian of the highest
calibre, perhaps the greatest that ever graced this country’s legislature.” (Op. Cit., p. 4).
S. Arasaratnam describes Ramanathan’s agitation for the release of the Sinhalese leaders
indiscriminately arrested and detained during the 1915 riots as “one of the earliest at-
tempts at political activity against sections of the government. . which provoked people
like Mr. {(D. S.) Senanayake to enter the arena of nationalist politics. .and convinced
nationalist elements of the need for co-ordinated agitation if they were to make a mark
on the colonial government,” (S. Arasaratnam, Ceylon, Prentice-Hall, Inc., New Jersey,
1964, p. 1967). .

5. Ramanathan’s published works include the following: Riots and Martial Law in Ceylon
1915, London, 1916; The Culture of the Soul Among Western Nations, London, 1906,
Special Report of Crime in Ceylon, (Sessional Paper No. 8, 1898); and Memoran-
dum on the Recommendations of the Donoughmore Commissioners.

6. Sgome )of Ramanathan’s early speeches have been edited by Sudhansu Bose (see fn. 4
above).

7. Debates in the Legislative Council of Ceylon (Hansard), 1925, Colombo, 1926, p. 181,
8. See the four papers referred to in fn. 1 above.
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to grasp clearly the pernicious aspects of the system of ‘“‘Colonial English
Education’ that had been imposed on the Sri Lankans by their overlords.
This dissatisfaction gradually (but clearly and inevitaoly) percolated from the
representatives of the British themselves down to the relatively better-educated
and more percipient natives (who were themselves, ironically, the most dis-
tinguished “products’’ of the colonial system of English education that they later
debunked and castigated). Thus, in the late 1860s, for example, James Alwis
took up arms against the then-prevailing system, labelling it as ‘‘a most perni-
cious system of education now carried on among my countrymen.''® Ananda
Coomaraswamy, too, hardly minced-his words when he asserted that ““a single
generation of English education suffices to break the threads of tradition and to -
create a nondescript and superficial being deprived of all roots—a sort of intel-
lectual pariah who does not belong to the East or the West, the past or the fut-
ture.””'® Ramanathan’'s own younger brother, Ponnambalam Arunachalam,
described the inefficacy of the system in terms as unequivocal as the others
mentioned: ‘““Our youth are unable, after a dozen years’ study, to write or speak
English correctly or to feel any interest in any good English literature. . They
remain strangers to Western culture, however much they may strive, by adopti-
ing the externals of Western life—dress, food, drinks, games, etc.—to be ‘civili-
sed’ in the Western fashion.”!! Though thus united in a broad campaign of
total and unequivocal protest against the contemporary system of English edu-
cation, Alwis, Coomaraswamy and Anrunachalam each evolved his own, often
highly individualistic, concept of the nature and content of education. Each
of them also worked out for himself a practical scheme or programme for the
reform of the educational system of Sri Lanka. As will be shown below,
Ponnambalam Ramanathan, too, although he belonged unmistakeably to this
“Great Tradition’ of radical protest against English education, was, in matters
of detail, highly individualistic in his approach towards the nature, content and
aims of education in Sri Lanka. He was no mere “‘disciple’” or follower of any
of the reformers mentioned above ; moreover, Ramanathan was no pure idealist
—he was indeed the most practical-minded of the educational reformers who
comprise the tradition of radical protest, for, unlike Alwis, Coormaraswamy
and Arunachalam (whose ideas remained purely on the plane of theory), Rama-
nathan was fortunate enough to translate his ideals, at least partly, into con-
crete reality during his lifetime. He achieved this by establishing two colleges
in Jaffna, Ramanathan College and Parameshvara College, through his own
initiative and after sacrificing a large slice of his personal fortune.

Like Alwis, Coomaraswamy and Arunachalam, Ramapathan received
the best type of colonial “English Education” available at the time. As
Ramanathan himself declared, he was, like Coomaraswamy and many others

9. James Alwis, Memoirs and Desultory Writings, Ed, A. C. Seneviratne, Colombo, 1939,

p. 17.
10. Ananda Coomaraswamy, The Dance of Shiva, New York, 1957, pp. 155-56.

11. Speeches and Writings of Sir Ponnambalam Arunachalam, Vol. 1, Cave and Co. Ltd.,
(n.d.), pp. 261-62.
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of his generation, not only brought up and educated in a truly British atmos-
phere, but also trained to be a loyal British subject.’2. Having completed his
primary education at home, Ramanathan was sent to Royal College!3 from
1861, and studied his lessons in the distinguished company of C. A. Lorenz,
the Nell brothers, William Gunatilake, and his (Ramanathan’s) own brothers,
Ponnambalam Coomaraswamy and Ponnambalam Arunachalam!4. In
1865, their father, Mudliyar Ponnambalam, sent his two elder sons, Coomara-
swamy and Ramanathan, to Presidency College, Madras, for graduation.13
Ramanathan was then in his thirteenth year. The two brothers were left to
their own devices by their father, who gave them Rs. 1000, a Persian horse,
a passage to Madras through Rameshwaram, together with ‘guidance from
God.”” Though somewhat perturbed by being thus ushered forcibly to
manhood, Ramanathan was also evidently gratified by his change of school so
early. Even at this youthful age he had grasped clearly the essential hollow-
ness and poor quality of the English education he had imbibed at the Colombo
Academy, for he said later: “Though by no means proficient in English or
in any of the departmeats of knowledge commonly taught in English schools,
I was able to see that the teaching offered in the first educational institution
of dthe Ilssland--the Colombo Academy where I was reading—was of a poor
order.”

It was, perhaps, the kind of education that Ramanathan underwent at
Presidency College (one that appears to have been radically different in many
ways from colonial education in Sri Lanka) that laid the foundations for his
non-conformist views with regard to colonial English education. Under
the benign Principalship of Dr. Thompson, the college, though founded “‘for the
purpose of imbuing the Indian people with a love for the learning and culture
of their rulers, and generally for the propagation of all that was good and

12. Of his Western (mainly British) upbringing and his admiration for British traditions of
justice and fairplay, Ramanathan himself said: “England, Sir—my heart melts at the
sound of England. I feel that my whole life has been protected by England. T have
from my infancy upwards been bred by England, taught by England, benefited by Eng-
land, and I am deeply grateful for it not merely for the benefits which I have personally
received, but for the reputation it has for justice, humanity, mercy and honour. How-
ever painful my duty may have been, I have discharged it because of the great and good
who are standing up for the glory of the British Empire,because they want us to do our
duty, in order that England may continue from generation to generation as the greatest,
the best and the noblest country on the face of the earth.” (Quoted in Zeylanicus,Ceylon—
Between Orient and Occident, Elek House Books Ltd., London, 1970, p. 159).

13. The present Royal College was then known as the Queen’s Academy. Its headmaster
was Dr. Barcroft Boake.

14, For further details regarding Boake's stewardship of the Queen’s Academy and Rama-
nathan’s schoolmates, see Vythilingam, op. cit., pp. 79-80. Vythilingam quotes Dr.
Isaac Thambyah, who writes of Ramanathan: “‘He confined his reading largely to novels.
Happening to come across Madame de Stael’s saying, “Novel-reading bleaches one’s
mind,” (Ramanathan) betook himself with oriental avidity to more substantial reading.”
(Op. Cit., p. 80),

15. Mudaliyar Ponnambalam’s decision to send his two elder sons abroad was based as
much (or even more) on moral grounds than on purely academic grounds. Cf. Rama-
nathan’s own remarks in one of his speeches later: “We had a number of friends from
outside our society coming in and instilling into us ideas that created irreverence and
frivolity in our minds. My father looked at these things with sorrow and told me and
my brother Coomaraswamy, “Sons, you are in great danger in Colombo. You must
go out of Ceylon to a country where many more things are to be learnt than could be
learnt in Colombo. Are you willing to go?” We said, “Yes, father!” (Vythilingam,
op. cit., p. 80).

16, Quoted in Vythilingam, op. cit., p. 82.
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greatin the civilisation of the West,’’17 did not ignore indigenous Indian culture.
Presidency College in fact fostered the study of Sanskrit, the Indian languages,
Indian History, Eastern philosophy and Indian religions. (The staff, compri-
sing English professors and Indian scholars, represented a synthesis of all that
was best in the West and the East.) Facilities were freely available for physical
development too, in the form of activities and games such as athletics, riding,
wrestling and boxing. Ramanathan was active in the debates of the Union
where he developed the forensic powers that were to stand him in good stead
in later life as a lawyer and parliamentarian. He won the English essay prize,
drawing from Dr. Thompson the eulogistic remark that, as far as he knew,
no other undergraduate ‘‘wielded the English language to better effect than
he.”’18  Unfortunately, however, Ramanathan’s carreer at Presidency College
was cut off prematurely; Mudaliyar Ponnambalam, alarmed by reports regard-
ing his elder son Coomaraswamy’s ‘“‘youthful excessses’’. was compelled to
recall both sons to the Island without ceremony. Ramanatban thus left Madras
without a degree, having just passed his Intermediate Examination in Arts.

Back in Sri Lanka, Ramanathan, vnder the guidance of his uncle, Sir Mutu
Coomaraswamy, (perhaps the most influential personality in Ramanathan’'s
intellectual development), became an apprentice student-at-law under Sir
Richard Morgan, the Attorney-General. Two years later he was called to the
bar as an advocate.!® .

Thus Ramanathan, though he never attended a British university like his
brother Arunachalam,?® enjoyed at least the best colonial education that
Sri Lanka and India could offer. His experiences of the educational systems
followed in the two countries without doubt led Ramanathan to ponder seriouvsly
upon the subject of colonial education quite early. The fact that education
was the foremost “‘national’’ problem in his mind early in life is attested also
by the fact that during Ramanathan’s initial years as a member of the Legisla-
tive Council,2! his mind was engrossed by educational matters. Shortly
after he took his seat as the representative of the Tamils in the Legislative
Council, Ramanathan moved a motion entitled ““On the Necessity of making
more efficient the Department of Public Instruction” (on 19th November
1879). In proposing this motion, Ramanthan was perhaps impelled by the
thought that Sir Mutu’s mantle had fallen upon his own shoulders. Sir Mutu
had, in fact, already inaugurated a reformist movement in education himself—
in 1865, he had brought up the subject of colonial education before the Council
and had even succeeded in getting a Select Committee appointed to inquire into
the School Commission and the educational wants of the country.?2 Thus
when Ramanathan succeeded his uncle as the representative of the Tamils

17. Ibid., p. 84.

18. Ibid., p. 87.

19, Ramanathan was examined by Sir Edward Creasy and Mr. Justice Charles Stewart in
1873. Sir Edward was the Chief Justice of the Island from 1860 to 1877.

20. Ponnambalam Arunachalam was educated at the University of Cambridge.

21. Ramanathan was appointed the representative of the Tamils in 1879, on the death of
his uncle Sir Muthu Coomaraswamy. The latter had occupied that position upto tha
time. g

22. The Select Committee, with Sir Richard Morgan as Chairman, sat for two years, and in
1867 presented an elaborate report (Sessional Paper No. 8, 1867) with certain far-reach-
ing recommendations-—among them, the abolition of the School Commission, the estab.
lishment of a state department of education with a responsible Director at the helm, and
the revision of the Grant-in-Aid Scheme. See Vythilingam, op. cit., p. 122.
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in Council, he no doubt felt morally obliged to carry forward the reformist
movement that Sir Mutu had already commenced. In a spirit of adolescent
bravado mixed with an adult sense of responsibilty, therefore, Ramanathan
moved in Council the necessity of placing the Department of Public Instruction
on firmer foundations, almost immediately after entering the Legislative Couan-
cil. He asked whether the Memorandum of the Director dated 12th May
and referred to by him in his report for 1878, would be acted upon.

In his first important speech on education, the first of a series that marked
his tenure of office as the representative of the Tamils, Ramanathan stressed
two important points: the responsibility of the state for the education of its
future citizens; and the ridiculously and criminally low sums of money then
spent on education. Said Ramanathan on 19th November 1879: “I don’t
think it necessary to dilate on the obligation of the government to educate
the people. I think that will be conceded, but I do wish to press on you, Sir,
the fact that capital invested in education is reproductive.”’23  Both these ideas
were new and revolutionary in the contemporary colonial context. Having
next quoted Sir Charles Macarthy and C. A. Lorenz in support of his content-
ions, Ramanathan went on to assert, in a tone of bitter self-reproach:

We who speak of ourselves as rolling in wealth are the niggardliest in our
cxpenditure on so noble a cause as education. ... Nothing is more uni-
versally admitted than the principle that the Government should pro-
vide for the education of the masses. The wealthier classes of Ceylon,
absorbed in their own pursuits, do not think of the educational wants of
the poor....The future policy of the Government should be to spend
largely on the promotion of vernacular education.?

Thus, early in his political career, Ramanathan stressed not only the need
for a state-sponsored and-controlled system of education not merely for a rich
elite but also for the ““masses” ; he also drew the attention of the authorities to
the need for the use of the vernacular, as opposed to the exclusive use cf Eng-
lish, as the educational medium in the upper forms. Thus Ramanathan was
one of the earliest advocates of the use of swabasha in education in Sri Lanka.

Like James Alwis before him, Ramanathan saw quite clearly the insepara-
ble connection between contemporary English education and Westernisation
with its attendant alienation of the English-educated from his own country-
men. A knowledge of English only made the Sinhalese youth hanker after the
more superficial features of Western civilisation, not its really sound elements:
‘At present the great ambition of the Sinhalese youth, who has picked up a
smattering of English in the Anglo-Vernacular schools, is toassume the external
phases of Western civilisation only, without caring to aspire to those really
sound elements of it which made that civilisation valuable.’’25

To Ramanathan, the ultimate and most obnoxious consequence of pur-
suing English education as a status symbol was, of course, the estrangement of
the intelligentsia of the country from the ordinary masses, and the decay and

23. Select Speeches of Ponnambalam Ramanathan, p. 11.
24, Ibid., p. 13. ’
25. ibid., p. 14,
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suppression of traditional customs, religions, cultures and ways of life, espec-
ially the pursuit of agriculture as a life-calling. Tt led, finally, to the degrada-
tion of life, and to the loss of personal happiness as well as individual income.
Ramanathan evoked vividly the radical transformation (for the worse) in the
pitiable recipients of English education thus: ““When the Sinhalese youth comes
to know a little English, his mind becomes unsettled. He discards the plough,
the honourable and useful calling of his auncestors, idles away his time or be-
comes a petition-drawer or clerk on a miserable pittance. This is not as it
should be.”’26

Not only did Ramanathan thus debunk the system of English education in
the late 19th century; he also pointed to the self-obvious remedy: ‘“The Govern- -
ment has hitherto devoted large sums of money towards instructing the youths
of the country in elementary English education and neglected to give them the
opportunity of entering upon a higher course of study in their language. The
future policy of the Government should be to spend largely on the promotion
of vernacular education.”’?” Thus, like James Alwis before him, and Aruna-
chalam and Coomaraswamy during his own generation, Ramanathan, a youth
still in his twenties, championed the cause of swabasha as a medium of instruct-
ion and as a field worthy of higher learning, over three-quarters of a century
before the indigenous languages were made the media of education in the Island.

Like James Alwis, Arunachalam and Coomaraswamy, Ramanathan ap-
portioned the blame for the social ills stemming from the faulty educational
system between the colonialist ruler and the subject-peoples. While the British
rulers were certainly to be blamed for their jaundiced policy of ignoring the
languages actually used in the country, the Sri Lankans were equally culpable
for the criminal neglect of their own mother-tongues and traditional cultures.
In a public speech on “‘The Denationalisation of the Sinhalese” delivered in
1904, Ramanathan dramatically and sardenically high-lighted the tragic plight
of the Westernised, English-educated Sinhalese, tracing it to its deeper causes:

“First and foremost, (the cause of the denationalisation of the Sinhalese)
is the utter neglect of the use of the Sinhalese language amongst those
who have learned to speak English. .. .1 have asked these denationali-
sed Sinhalese gentlemen, ‘Will you tell me what constitutes a Sinha-
lese man? Not knowing the answer, they have remained silent. I
then asked them, ‘Do vou take delight in speaking the beautiful Sinha-
lese language at your homes, and among your friends when you meet in
railway carriages and other places, and on public platforms?' They
feebly smiled.’’ 28

Ramanathan concluded this revelatory account of the (to him inexplicable)
behaviour of his countrymen in a tone cf ironic and pathetic self-resignation:
“Ah me! If Sinbalese lips will not speak the Sinhalese language, who else is
there to speak it?’2° Thus to Ramanathan, as to Coomaraswamy and to

26. Ibid.

27. Ibid., p. 15,

28. From a speech by Ramanathan on *The Denationalisation of the Singhalese”, delivered
at Ananda College, Colombo, on 3rd September, 1904, quoted in Vythilingam, op. cit.,
p. 479 .

29. Quoted in ibid. .
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Arunachalam, superficial westernisation was the inevitable corollary of
English education, the two together leading to the destrucnon of everything
that was valuable in indigenous culture

Quite logically, to Ramanathan, the rising tide of westernisation and de-
nationalisation could be stemmed only by a colossal attempt at a realistic self-
examination of their unenviable plight by the Sri Lankans themselves. He
constantly felt and urged that ‘“Every Sinhalese man, every Tamil man, who
knows what he is about, should raise his voice and protest against the denation-
alisation that is going on in this country.’’30 Chastising the Sinhalese in indig-
nant vein for their perverse refusal to learn and use their own mother-tongue,
Ramanathan went on to define the national-minded Sinhalese as follows: “The
man who speaks Sinhalese....without any admixture of foreign language,
who can roll out sentence after sentence in pure Sinhalese, charged with sober
sense, inspiring and grand to hear is a Sinhalese man indeed.”’3! Ramanathan
thereafter proceeded to call every man who could not speak his native tongue a
“‘pariah”,32 a non-Sinhalese, and sounded the death-knell of the entire Sinhalese
race in the following words: *““(If you). . . .cannot or will not speak your native
fanguage on public platforms, in railway carriages and in drawing-rooms, and
will not stand up for your national institutions, then 1 say none of you deserve
to be called Sinhalese, 1,800,000 Sinhalese will soon dwindle to nothing. The
nation will be ruined, and we must await with trembling knees the early destruc-
tion of the Sinhalese language.”’33 This was, indeed, a warning first sounded
by James Alwis in the late 1860s, and by Coomaraswamy and Arunachalam
during the closing years of the 19th century.3¢ Thus, to Ramanathan, as to
Alwis and Coomaraswamy, the basic and most urgently-needed reform in the
contemporary educational system was the change of the media of instruction
from English to Sinhalese and Tamil.

A careful reading of the speeches and writings of Ramanathan indicates
that although he never attempted to formulate a full-fledged and self-contained
theory of education, his educational thought and reformist activities in later
life imply a coherent grasp of certain fundamental tenets of education. It
is clear from numerous comments on education in his writings and speeches
that Ramanathan had pondered deeply on the subject of education in general
as well as on the history of traditional education in the East, and on the unsuita-
bility of the colonial system then in vogue in India and Sri Lanka. Ramanathan
had acquired (probably through family tradition and upbringing, his stay in
India and his extensive reading) a deep knowledge of the traditional (Sinhalese
and Hindu) systems of education. The extent and depth of Ramanathan’s
study of the traditional Hindu and Sinhalese systems of education3’ are revealed

30. Quoted in ibid., p. 481.

31. Quoted in ibid., p. 482.

32, Note the common use of the word “‘pariah™ (‘outcast’) to designate westernised and de-
nationalised Sri Lankans by both Ramanathan and Coomaraswamy Coomaraswamy
described the English-educated youth in India and Sri Lanka as ““a nondescript and super-
ficial being deprived of al] roots—a sort of intellectual pariah who does not belong to the
East or the West, the past or the future.” (The Dance of Shiva, New York, 1957, p. 156).
Emphasis added.

33. Quoted in Vythilingam, op. cit., p. 482.

34, For details, see the papers on James Alwis, Ananda Coomaraswamy and Ponnambalam
Arunachalam, mentioned in fn. 1 above.

3s. Rarna.nathan described the Sinhala-Buddhist system of Pansala (temple) education as

““a copy of the pathasala system indigenous to India.” (Select Speeches, p. 35).
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quite clearly in his speech on the ‘“‘Proposed Revised Code of Education for
1881 and the Grant-in-Aid-System’’, delivered in the Legislative Council on
6th December, 1880, in which he outlined, vividly though briefly, the traditional
Hindu system of education prevalent for ages in India and in the Jaffpa
peninsula. While conceding at the outset that the education imparted in the
school of the hereditary village teacher could not be termed by any means
“high or liberal’’, Ramanathan showed that such traditional education had
nevertheless served its purpose quite adequately during the time and in the
environment in which it had been used. With obvious approval Ramanathan
quoted the following excerpt from the characterisation of the system of tradi-
tional Hindu education from a report of the Director of Public Instruction
of Bengal: ““It (i.e., traditional Eastern education) was not education at all in
the proper sense of the word, but rather instructionin some of the most necessary
arts of life”’.36 It was ‘‘so eminently and intensely practical that it neglected
everything that had not immediate reference to the daily concerns of a villager’s
life.”’37 According to Ramanathan, the ancient Sinhalese and Tamil peoples
of Sri Lanka had always set store by education of this highly useful, “‘intensely
and eminently practical’’ type.

In clear eulogistic vein, Ramanathan went on to describe some of the
features of the ancient educational system practised during the reign of the
ancient Sinhalese kings: “‘It is mentioned of King Vijaya Bahu I1{, who reigned
in 1240, that he established a school in every village and charged the priests
who superintended them to take nothing from the pupils, promising that he
would himslef reward them for their trouble. Such was the policy of enligh-
tened Sinhalese sovereigns, the policy of bringing free education to the very
doors of the people.’’38 Free and state-controlled mass education was apparent-
ly not, therefore, something unusual or revolutionary in the Sri Lankan context.

State-sponsored and state-controlled education for the masses, in Ramana-
than’s opinion, could only be achieved through a system of small government
schools:

““The wealthier classes of Ceylon, absorbed in their cwn pursuits, do not
think of the educational wants of the poor, nor are the labouring classes
sensible enough or able to help themselves. It is therefore the duty of the
Government to urge the masses to educate themselves and also to contri-
bute largely and freely to the cause of such education. The circumstances
of the colony permit of such education mainly by means of small schools,
and the withdrawal of the grants from such schools will seriously affect
the educational opportunity of the people.’’3°

Ramanathan opposed vehemently the Government’s attempts at the time to
reduce the number of schools (by closing down small schools). The state’s
hopes of establishing larger schools with better teachers and tighter discipline
Ramanathan surmised, was only “a vain hope.”’40 “What is immediately,

36. Select Speeches, p. 35.
37. Ibid.

38. Ibid., p. 36.

39. Ibid., p. 37.

40, Ibid., p. 38.
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required,’” he asserted, ‘‘is a network of small schools throughout the country.
The people of this country do not appreciate education so greatly as to send
their childien to distantly situated large schools.’’4!

To Ramanathan, the contemporary system of colonial education was
unsatisfactory in several other important respects. Its gravest limitation was
that it was weighted heavily towards the material aspects of life, not towards
the religicus and spiritual, which the orthodox Hindu valued very highly.
This lop-sidedness, asserted Ramanathan, was an inevitable consequence of
the slavish imitation of a foreign and alien educational system: ‘“The curriculum
of studies prescribed in the universities and schools in the west, except in
thedflogical circles, are confined to the things that relate to the perishable side
of life.’" 42

Ramanathan proceeded to describe how the adoption of the western
system of education had led, within a half-century, to dire consequences. It
had wrought a complete moral, ethical and spiritual change in the younger
generation, and directed their minds to a striving for sensual gratification.
Indeed, it had reversed completely the system of life-values upheld throughout
the ages by tradition, custom and religion. Ramanathan’s apprehensive
vision of a newly-emerging immoral and irreligious generation emerges in
passages such as the following:

“Everywhere the complaint is that boys and girls are not as they were
some 50 years ago. Formerly there was some peace reigning in their
hearts. They respected their elders in their homes and societies and the
rulers of the country, in councils of state and on political platforms.
They were willing and ready to put into practice the principles they had
been taught at their homes and schools. They loved to be self-controlled,
obedient, thoughtful and helpful to others. They spurned selfishness
and irreligion.’’ 43

What the new ‘‘English education’” brought in its wake was the reversal of
the virtues mentioned and an attendant growth in the sensual aspects of
life: ““There is now a vehement desire for the gratification of the senses at any
cost, an extraordinary regard for pleasure, and a proportionate contempt
for duty. The principles which make life a thing of beauty and joy forever
have all been forgotten.”’44

To Ramanathan, the greatest loss suffered by pupils as a result of the decay
of traditional education was the neglect of morality and religion. He com-
plained bitterly that even teachers in “‘great colleges,” ‘‘do not know how to
teach God and morality.”’45 To Ramanathan, education was essentially the
pursuit of the truth, which could be achieved only through religion...i.e,
through faith in God, the universal creator. Education was one pathway to
the Divine Truth, and therefore all education had ultimately to provide answers
to the people’s questions on God and the universe:

41. Ibid.,

42. Debates in the Legislative Council of Ceylon (Hansard), 1925, Colombo, 1926, p. 182.
43. Ibid,
44, Ibid.
45, lbid.
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“People want to know who God is, and what is God doing for us, how
are we to know God, and what is our duty towards God. They also want
to know what is Ethics or Morality, on what is it founded. What is the
reason of the difference between things which are permitted and things which
are not permitted, and what relation does pleasure bear to duty. Such
questions, if not answered intelligibly, produce a doubtful and controver-
sial state of mind, which ultimately leads to materialism and other sin.”’46

Thus, the neglect of religion, morality and ethics in 19th century education led,
ipso facto, to the production of a generation who had lost faith in moral and
religious values, and whose sole purpose was to

“‘seize every opportunity to please oneself in every plane of the senses.
The meaning of pleasing or enjoying oneself is to gratify every desire or
passion that creeps into the mind. The result is a life like that of the
butterflies, dogs, cattle, and other animals, which have no codes of religion
and ethics, and which have no power to hear and understand them."’47

Religion and morality were thus the cornerstones in Ramanathan’s con-
cept of an ideal liberal education. He did not, however, conceive of educa-
tion being (of necessity) religious in the narrow sectarian sense. To Ramana-
than, all major world religions were at bottom alike, in that they all upheld the
same fundamental set of moral and ethical principles, ‘‘the principles of imper-
ishable or eternal life....(which are taught) in order to save human beings
from the dangers of worldly life"’48 as he described them. All religions em-
phatically assert that the “‘life eternal is not something high up in the skies, but
is attainable in our own hearts amidst our worldly surroundings, and that a
knowledge of the principles and practices of Eternal life is the only safeguard
against the corruptions which beset our path on earth.”’4® The function of
educators and education was therefore ‘‘to bring afresh within the reach of our
children the great traditions" which have been crowded out of our schools and
colleges by the advent of what is called modern civilisation,”’3% Elsewhere,
Ramanathan showed that the chief aim of education was to enable youth to
save themselves from ‘‘the perils of selfishness and sensuousness combined,
called worldliness.””5! A sound and effective system of education would
(while giving the pupils a knowledge of the nature of “‘the perishable things of
life’’) have to make a serious effort to “inculcate also some of the principles
relating to the imperishable things known as God and Souls, and to teach the
part which Evil plays in the destruction of humanity.”’52

When Ramanathan spoke of ‘‘the Life Eternal’’ and “God,” he was not
restricting himself to any one god in the Hindu pantheon or to the Christian
God. To him all religions were different aspects of a single universal faith,
and God was really an abstraction, though identified and worshipped under
specific names and guises in the different religions. This notion finds explicit
statement in the following passage:

46, Vythilingam, op. cit., 122,
47. Ibid.

48. 1Ibid., p. 183,

49, Ibid.

50. 1Ibid,

51, Ibid,

52, 1Ibid.
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“There is only one God for all nations. He is the only lord of all hosts,
who can be worshipped by human beings. The methods of worship in
the case of the great religions of the world may be different, but the ob-
ject worshipped is identically the same.*’53

Only an ideal system of education which gave a predominant place to the
inculcation of religious, ethical and moral principles could produce ‘really
good men and women, really good citizens’’, the ideal products of a satisfactory
system of education. The chief object of education, according to Ramanathan
was, therefore, to make good citizens of pupils, and by ““reminding them of our
Spiritual Traditions,. . ..to make them real assets to us and to the British Em-
pire.”’5% In other words, ‘“‘education’” was synonymous with the building up
of good character, and cultivating in pupils “‘lofty ideals”” as Ramanathan des-
cribed them in this passage which epitomises his philosophy of education:

“Education in the proper sense of the term implies something that is
systematically neglected by our educationists....The more important
side of Education is the training of boys and girls to lofty ideals of charac-
i(er, perfection in work, heartfelt devotion to God, and loyalty to the

ing.' 85

According to Ramanathan, however, the development of a “‘lofty charac-
ter'’ was no easy or simple process—it could be attained only through a rigid
control of the senses as well as of the mental faculties, supplemented by
“abundant study and thoughtful action.”” Goodness of character, the avoid-
ance of evil, was no inherited or congenital trait for the majority of the people
in any country. For the masses, therefore, what was required was ““a kind of
education. .that will lead them out of the mazes of wickedness.”’56 It was the
business of education to teach boys and girls that “indulgence in any desire,
not permitted by law, conduces to debase one’s character and brings about
spiritual ruin;” that “‘the desire for gratifying each of the five senses should be
carefully limited and controlled lest the mind, running promiscuously with the
senses, be spoilt by the mire of sensualism;”’ that “an impure mind becomes the
ally of evil, and the enemy of the soul’’57 and that there are certain principles
and practices of Fternal Life a knowledge of which is indispensable to all men
and wemen.

The second essential feature of a good educaftional system, according to
Ramanathan, was the inculcation of the value of ‘‘perfection in work.” A
perfectionist himself all his life, Ramanathan believed that nothing really worth-
while could be achieved without hard work and infinite pains: “Perfection in
work is not to be obtained except by taking infinite pains: and endeavouring to
complete and polish up in every detail the work in hand.”’58 Yet again, physi-
cal work could not be divorced or separated from mental activity, nor could
intellectual excellence be attained without spiritual perfection. Moreover,
there was no distinction between so-called *little things” or ‘‘great things”

53. Vythilingam, op. cit., p. 184.
54. Ibid., p. 183.

55. Ibid., p. 185.

56. 1bid.

57. Ibid., p. 186.

58. Ibid.
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which men are called upon to perform: “in the case of everything,” declared
Ramanathan, ‘“‘our duty is to turn out excellent work, and we shall have our
reward which is steadfastness of purpose, poise, purity of heart, and prosperity
in peace’’59—for the great God, the Creator of the Universe, has provided man
with excellent models and examples of structural perfection, beauty and co-
relation of the various constituent parts.

The third of the main ideals of Ramanathan—loyalty to the King—was
obviously dictated by the contemporary social milieu into which Ramanathan
and his contemporaries had been born and in which they had to live. Rama-
nathan and his generation had to live, willy-nilly, under the yoke of British
colonialism at a time when there was not even a distant prospect of self-govern-
ment or swarqj and it is not surprising that Ramanathan was obliged to pay
lip-service to loyalty to the king and the British Empire. In asserting the
neccessity of this ““virtue’’ of loyalty, Ramanathan declared (with his tongue
in his cheek, perhaps): “We still make much of this virtue. If the throne
and its surroundings are disturbed, there will be confusion in socicty, and many
great dangers will stare us in the face.’ 60

Ramanathan was quite explicit regarding the subject of educational re-
form and the necessity for educational “experts’’. From his youth to the end of
his life Ramanathan never had any doubts regarding the necessity for overhaul-
ing the educational system of Sri Lanka. Just four years before his death, in
1926, Ramanathan said ‘“Some effort should be made to recast our system of
education upon better lines.’’61 Speaking on the subject of educational ex-
pertise in the Legislative Council during the debate on “The Educational Policy
of Government,”” on February 25, 1926, Ramanathan emphasised the view
that mere book-learning or familiarity with the writings of the philosophers
could not make an “‘educational expert’; instead, the ““expert’”” needed was a .
man of practical experience:

“Because a man is familiar with the writings of Plato and other philoso-
phers he is no expert. The expert we want, sir, is a man with a ripe un-
derstanding, who having the power to act independently of likes and dis-
likes, is pure in heart, and has a clear perception of the goal of education,
which is God. That is the man we want. He must also be a man with a
world-wide practical expsrience of the affairs of human nature. We do
not want a man who is simply learned in books. ' 62

This passage again shows that Ramanathan was no ivory-tower idealist with
his head high in the air, that he was an idealist-cum-realist of the best type.

59. Vythilingam, op. cit., p. 186.

60, Ibid.

61. Debates in the Legislative Council of Ceylon (Hansard), 1926, Colombo, 1927, p. 379.
62. Ibid., pp. 374-75.
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Like James Alwis,63 Ananda Coomaraswamy6¢ and Arunachalam,85
Ramanathan too had to re-define the place of English vis-a-vis the indigenous
languages, Sinhalese and Tamil, in the Sri Lanka educational system. Rama-
nathan accepted the general view that “‘there ought to be a proper balance
maintained between English and the local languages’’, but inquired how such a
balance could be maintained when the Department of Education was not pro-
viding any facilities for the promotion of bilingualism. An advocate of bilin-
gualism as the panacca for many of the administrative, social and psychologi-
cal ills of contemporary Sri Lankan society, Ramanathan pressed for the resto-
ration of the native languages56 to their rightful place of equality in status with
the official language, English:

I for one cannot condemn the deeper study of the English language.
I would say that the local language, Tamil or Sinhalese, should be taught
to the same extent. .that sort of bilingual facility is essential and should be
developed. I should like a Tamil or Sinhalese man born here to know
English as well as his own language. Thus we may be great co-operators
in the work for the good of this Island. The production of this bilingual
facility in our schools, would ke good for Ceylon and for the rest of the
British Empire.87

And this bilingual facility, said Ramanathan, should “go on from the lowest
stage of a school up to the highest.”’68

In Ramanathan’s view, the preservation and fostering of the native litera-
tures, cultures and customs of the various communal or linguistic groups in
Sri Lanka, too, was one of the vital functions to be entrusted to the country’s
educational systems; as Ramanathan put it, each race should safeguard its tra-
ditions, language and literature. ““There is no other way for its leading men to
teach, uplift, and preserve their people. We must be loyal to our ancient tra-
ditions and customs. . ..Every right-thinking man would say, ‘Let us preserve
those ancient traditions’. . We¢ must really encourage the efforts made by our
members to bring about a revival of her ancient traditions.”’6® Here, once
again, Ramanathan was treading the beaten track already followed by his pre-
decessors, Alwis and Coomaraswamy.

As has already been shown, the hallmark of Ramanathan’s ideal system of
education was the primary role that the “spiritual’” or religious element would

63. See the paper on James Alwis mentioned in fn. 1.

64, Coomaraswamy’s attitude towards English vis-a-vis the native language of the pupil is
exemplified by the following comments: “Do not think that T am at all opposed to the
study of English in addition to the mother tongue; on the contrary, the people of India
will do well to take every advantage of their opportunities of becoming a bilingual people
..Let him. .know well his own tongue and also English..” (Ananda Coomaraswamy,
‘Anglicisation of the East’, The Ceylon National Review, No. 2, July 1906, p. 185).

65. Ponnambalam Arunachalam too advocated bilingualism for the Sri Lankans, as indi-
cated by statements such as the following: ‘“Every Sinhalese or Tamil should be compelled
to devote some time to the systematic study of his mother tongue, so as to be able to speak
and write it correctly.” (P. Arunachalam; The Census of Ceylon, Vol. 1, Colombo, 1902,
p. 133; Describing the study of English as “‘a subject of essential importance to us,”
Arunachalam declared that “‘a knowledge (of English is necessary for the earning of a
living—but more important still it is our only avenue to Western culture.” (P. Aruna-
chalam, Speeches and Writings, Vol. 1, Colombo, n.d., pp. 260-61).

66. Debates in the Legislative Council of Ceylon (Hansard), 1926, p. 375.
67. Ibid., p. 378.

68. Ibid.

69, Ibid.

190



play in it. Pupils under this ideal system should be trained to ““prefer always
the needs of the soul to the cravings of the body.”’ 70 Only such a spiritual edu-
cation could wean young people away from ‘‘indulgence in selfishness, unres-
trained gratification of sensual desires, and the preference of pleasure to duty7!
—wbat Ramanathan characterised as ‘‘a bondage to evil and its subtle cor-
ruption.”” The cultivation of love (which would ideally be threefold) should
be the ultimate goal of such an educational exercise—*to protect the little leaven
of Jove and light that is in every man, and to develop them successfully, first
into neighbourly love, and then into philanthropic love, and then to Godly
love.”’72 1In short, the spiritual bias in education was for Ramanathan a sine
qua non for the ‘‘direction of the higher desires’’—but, unfortunately, the colon-
ial system of English education which *thrust aside religious ethics’’73 was
woefully incapable of achieving such a lofty aim.

[t is for crucial reasons that Ramanathan, when he introduced his
motion to establish Parameshvara College included a section in it laying down
clearly that, in addition to the usual curriculum of studies, the religious tradit-
ions of the Hindus should be carefully taught to every Hindu boy there. How-
ever, Ramanathan was no religious fanatic; perhars to prove beyond doubt his
religious tolerance,’* Ramanathan employed some Christian teachers in addit-
ion to Hindus at Parameshvara College, and also made it possible for boys
belonging to all religions to gain admission to the school. Ramanathan poin-
ted out that Hinduism was in fact an all-embracing and tolerant faith which
“inculcates that the souls of boys and girls and men and women, of whatever
faith or race, are all children of one and the same God, that parents as well as
teachers are trustees of God, that God exists in the heart of every human being,
and that all the affairs of this world must be interpreted in terms of the prevail-
ing power and grace of God.”’’> Indeed, Ramanathan was himself the perfect
embodiment of the broad, humane tolerance typical of the Hindu religion.

In keeping with the basic tenets of his educational philosophy (based as it
was in large measure on local traditions, especially the spiritual traditions, as
shown above), Ramanathan paid only passing and secondary attention to the
necessity for education to be employment-oriented. In any case, said Rama-
nathan, it was not really practicable to make education” enable an outgoing
student to find a livelihood for himself’’ at the primary stage between 6 and 14
years of age. If at all, such job-orientation, ‘“‘the training for a clerkship er
other vocation for earning a living wage’’76 would be possible only in later years,
say, between 14 and 19 years. However, Ramanathan clearly subordinated the
type of “education that is required to gain a livelihood, so as to keep body and
soul together’’77 to the other ideals of his that have been outlined previously.

Ramanathan differs from the other prominent representatives of the tra-
dition of radical protest against English education in Sri Lanka from another
crucial point of view. He and he alone was capable of translating his precepts

70. Debates in the Legislative Council of Ceylon (Hansard), 1925, p. 185,

71. Ibid., p. 182.

72. Ibid., p. 185

73. Ibid. ]

74. The fact that Ramanathan had no religious fanaticism is also exemplified by his scholarly
studies of other religions, especially Christianity. (e.g. The Culture of the Soul Among
Western Nations, 1906).

75. Debates in the Legislative Council of Ceylon (Hansard), 1925, p. 187.

76. Ibid., pp. 184-85.

77. Ibid., p. 185.
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into tangible form though only towards the tail-end of his career. Ramana-
than, who had early in political life confined himself to the criticism of the
status quo in education, ventured farther afield than Alwis, Coomaraswamy and
Arunachalam, by taking the practical step that was unfortunately beyond the
reach of any of his compatriots. He established two educational institutions
by his own efforts, grounded on the theoretical foundations that he had built
up gradually over the years. These tangible symbols of Ramanathan's edu-
cational ideas and ideals were Ramanathan College (for girls) and Paramesh-
vara College (for boys), both in Jaffna.

On his return from his lecture tour of America,’8, Ramanathan decided
to ‘‘devote (himself) to national work amongst (his) countrymen and whatever
resources were in (his) hands, (he) hoped to devote to the service of his country.”
He continued: ““I am afraid that to my own generation, I cannot be of much
use, but I certainly hope to be able to do some good at least to some of your
children and children’s children.””® The idea of founding a national Buddhist-
Hindu college in Colombo, to serve as a model for other institutions which it
was part of his plan to establish in various parts of the island, however, had
been conceived by Ramanathan as early as 1890. Such an educational institut-
ion would, he believed, provide facilities for the higher education of the Bud-
dhist and Hindu youth against a predominantly Buddhist and Hindu back-
ground, and ultimately provide a common haven for Buddhist and Hindu cul-
ture—the essential foundation for a united Sri Lanka. However, Ramana-
than’s hopes were dashed to the ground at the initial stage as a result of a serious
split between the leaders of the two communities on the question of manage-
ment. When the plan thus proved abortive, Ramanathan turned his attention
to the establishment of an institution of higher learning for Hindu girls in Jaffna.
Ramanathan turned to practical educational reform in preference to purely
political work, after he had realised the ephemeral nature of all political acti-
vity. Ramanathan explained the way in which he took to the founding of
colleges as follows:

“The idea of founding a college for girls has been in my mind for about
10 years. . ..Great as political work is, I am not satisfied with the results
attained through labour on the platform. It is mostly of ephemeral value
and does not deeply affect the real welfare of the people in their everyday
life. I think purely educational work is far more important.’ 80

After a lapse of several years caused by the difficulty of finding a suitable
site,81 the foundation stone for Ramanathan College was laid at Chunnakam
by Ramanathan himself, on 3rd June 1910. The buildings, which were com-
pleted in 1913, were formally declared open on 20th June 1913.82 The staff
was representative of the best aspects of the cultures of the East as well as the
West. Ramanathan provided a synopsis of his philosophy of education when
he defined his aims and objectives of establishing the College as follows:

78. For details reéérding Ramanathan’s lecture tour of America in 1905-06, see Vythilingam
op. cit., chapter 35, pp. 509-33.

79. Ramanathan, quoted in Vythilingam, op. cit., p. 541.

80. Ramanathan, quoted in Vythilingam, op. cit., p. 545.

81. Considerable opposition had to be faced from the Christian missionaries who believed
that Ramanathan was attempting to oust them from their strongholds in the Jaffna
peninsula. For details, see Vythilingam, op. cot., p. 547.

82. The principal of the college was an English lady, Mrs. Florence Farr Emery, a product
of Cheltenham Ladies’ College.
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“To give the girls such a training as would make them not only thorou-
ghly efficient at home and in society without being denationalised, but also
devoted to God, loyal to the king and desirous of the welfare of the people;
and to embody in practical form the ancient Indian system known as Guru
Kula Vasam, wherein the privileges of residence and constant association
with cultured teachers was deemed essential to the development of the
moral, intellectual and spiritual qualities of the pupil.”83

As becomes quite clear in the final sentence of the above quotation, Ramana-
than’s system of education was based largely upon the traditional Indian system
called the Guru Kula.8* It was this same system that had been revived by
Rabindranath Tagore in his Vishvabharati university at Shantiniketan in India.

The curriculum at Ramanathan College included training in the Jidna
Sastras, Dharma Sastras, Puranas, and Itihdsas, and “ancient legends of God's
mercies and national stories of famous dynasties intended to illustrate sound
principles of political and social life.”’85 With the very young, ‘‘a combination
of the ancient Tamil system with the (German) Kindergarten and the (Italian)
Montessori systems’'86 was to be used. English, too, was to be taught, side by
side with Tamil. Thus Ramanathan’s practical education scheme was eclec-
tic, and drew freely upon the traditional as well as on the best and most up-
to-date educational methods, techniques and theories then current in the West.
In no sense could it be said that Ramanathan was conservatively harking back
to a decadent tradition.

Nor did Ramanathan disregard completely the necessity for education to
be (at least in part) employment-oriented for, within the premises of Ramana-
than College he set up a Saiva Training School for girls who, after completing
their collegiate education, chose to become teachers.87. The College also had
a farm of its own at Kilinochchi, which supplied provisions for the school.

Religion at Ramanathan College was considered to be at the heart of edu-
cation. Morning and evening worship at the College temple was consi-
dered an integral part of student life. The entire atmosphere and way of life
at the school was the traditionally Hindu one, above all, Ramanathan himself
was personally present at religious gatherings, and directed the students and
their teachers in worship and joined in the singing of hymns of the Saivite saints
in the traditional manner. Ramanathan wished the products of Ramanathan
College to become models of the best models of Hindu womanhood, as exem-
plified by women like Sita, Savitrl and Damayanti. Of course, Ramanathan’s
concept of the woman’s place as being legitimately in the home (where of neces-
sity she was the sole mistress) was more traditional and orthodox than ““‘modern”’
or ‘“‘revolutionary’’.

The other concrete symbol of Ramanathan’s ideas in education was Para-
meshvara College, Jaffna, for boys. On June 18, 1925, Ramanathan (now
Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan, Kt., K.C., CM.G., and Member for the
Northern Province, Northern Division in the Legislative Council) moved the
first reading of ““An Ordinance to Declare the Constitution of Parameshvara
College, Jaffna, and to Incorporate the Board of Directors of the said College’.

83. Ramanathan, quoted in Vythilingam, op. cit., p. 550.

84. The Guru Kula system is referred to in several Jataka tales.
85. Ramanathan, quoted in Vythilingam, op. cit., p. 551.

86. Ramanathan, quoted in Vythilingam, op. cit., p. 551.
87. Vythilingam, op. cit.,p. 553,
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The lengthy and inspired speech that Ramanathan delivered on this occasion
was a synopsis, as it were, of allthat Ramanathan had thought, written and prac-
tised during a lifetime of devoted service to his nation and to the Tamil com-
munity. The need for education to impart to pupils and citizens ‘““something
more than a knowledge of the perishable things’’, Ramanathan’s constant Jeit
motiv regarding education, runs through his epoch-making speech. Address-
ing the Speaker of the Legislative Council, Ramanathan once again reiterated
his lofty aims and ideals in establishing Parameshvara College as follows:

“I have thought for many years that it was my duty to help Hindu parents
in this country and India to attain their heart’s wish. This is the reason,
Sir, why Parameshvara Vithyalayam was founded. Vithyalayam means a
houst of learning, and Parameshvara means the most high. Any studest
who is admitted there will be given facilities to know sometbing more of
life than the perishable side of it.’’88

Parameshvara College was expressly designed to ‘lead (children) out of the
mazes of wickedness, through an appropriate spiritual training and develop-
ment”’, and as a model which could ‘“‘widely direct the higher desires and
endeavour to find peace in the culture of one’s own personality’”, to enable
pupils (ultimately and ideally) to pass from “the kingdom of earth to the
kingdom of God, from the things of perishable life to imperishable life or
the Life Eternal.’’8% It is with such phrases that Ramanathan fittingly con-
cluded his impassioned speech on this important occasion.

The fact that Ramanathan was no mere ivory-tower educational dreamer
with his head in the clouds may be further demonstrated by reference to the
sentiments expressed by him a few years later, on the occasion of the debate and
battle regarding a site for the establishment of a University for Sri Lanka. On
that occasion, he sided firmly with that group of legislators in Council who sup-
ported the Buller’s Road site (i.e., the champions of the Colombo site as op-
posed to those who advocated a hill-country site). Significantly, Ramanathan,
the educational realist that he was, preferred human beings to beautiful but
inanimate Nature as agents and instruments of education, for he showed that
the ivory-tower seciusion of the salubrious hill-country (Peradeniya or Dum-
bara) would hardly be conducive to serious education. Speaking in support of
the Colombo site, Ramanathan said:

“If we want the ability to uplift peccant humanity and draw them up
from the vanities, crudities and wickednesses of life, inspiration must be
drawn from the best men by being in the midst. What is there at Dumbara
to equip our boys effectively for the best manner cf performing the various
duties of life in society and in business circles? Can going down upon their
knees and contemplating the clouds and the falling streams help them in the
contemplation of life and in the perfection of actions? %0

To our own generation with its hindsight, the above sentences with their charac-
teristic tone of ironic and sarcastic venom today seem replete with a deep sense
of farseeing prophecy.

Ramanathan was, therefore, not only an educational idealist but also a
highly practical educational reformer of rare calibre. Unlike most other re-
presentatives of the tradition of radical protest against colonial English edu-
cation in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, he was fortunate enough to see

88. Debates in the. Legislative Council of Ceylon, 1925, p. 183.
89. Ibid, p. 185.

90. Debates in the Legislative Council af Ceylon, 1927, Debate on the site for the Ceylon
University, Oct, 27, 1927, p. 1575,
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his ideals translated (at least partly) into reality. Unfortunately, however, he
did not live sufficiently long to witness the final fruition of his life-long endea-
vours: he died on November 26, 1930 a few years after he had established
Parameshvara College.

The following passage in which Ramanathan outlined his objectives of
founding Ramanathan College may be taken as an epitome of his aims and
ideals in k:ducation in the specific context of late 19th and early 20th century
Sri Lanka:

“Every effort will be made to create in the pupils an intelligent devotion to
God, loyalty to the king and public spirit, to foster national ideals, and
promote the harmonious development of mind and body. In these courses
of instruction, particular attention will be paid to impart to the students,
by a graduated series of lessons, the principles of the Saiva faith and all the
ideals and practices necessary for the maintenance of the national life of
the Tamils. Every endeavour will be made to revive interest in Tamil
literature, music and other fine arts.”’?1

The present account of Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan’s ideas and ideals
of education indicates that he was thinking, writing and acting firmly within the
context of the ““tradition of radical protest’’ against colonial English education
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries in Sri Lanka, a tradition which has been
defined and described in more detail elsewhere, for at the same time, however,
Ramanathan was not a blind follower or disciple of any one of his predecessors
on the tradition, nor a complete conformist (to traditional Hindu educational
ideals). Ramanathan's concept of an ideal Sri Lankan education carries its
own special and individual flavour, although (as has already been pointed out
above) his views and ideals show obvious marks of cross-influence and fertili-
sation from several others who preceded him in the tradition (especially James
Alwis and Ananda Coomaraswamy).

Thus Ramanathan was, without doubt, writing in a well-established tra-
dition of protest when he (like Alwis and Coomaraswamy) opposed unequi-
vocally the status quo in contemporary English education, as described in the
first part of the present paper. While he spoke in almost the self-same voice as
Alwis, Coomaraswamy and Arunachalam in pleading for the restoration of the
indigenous languages (Sinhalese and Tamil) as the principal media of instruct-
ion, for the cultivation of bilingualism, and for the recognition of the cultures
and traditions of the pupils in the educational structure, Ramanathan distinctly
differed from the others named above in that he highlighted the religious (or,
more appositely, the “‘spiritual’’) and moral limitations of the prevalent system
of colonial education. This was an aspect of educational policy that had been
largely ignored by the earlier representatives of the tradition. The hallmark of
Ramanathan’s philosophy of education was the necessary centrality of reli-
gion and spiritual development—the axis round which all education worthy of
its name should revolve. It was only a spiritual education of the type that he
advocated that could ultimately produce citizens of unimpeachable “moral”
character, persons who would lead the nation to spiritual regeneration, and,
through the latter, give birth to an ethically immaculate and therefore viable,
nation, a nation that would not be lured away into ruin by its concentration
upon the merely ‘“‘perishable things of life.”

SARATHCHANDRA WICKRAMASURIYA

91. Ramanathan, quoted in Vythilingam, op. cit., pp. 151-52,
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Qil_wiBISeend g s rer Calew(RLb. SLONLPEHSG Q)(BbSI bS FLO 2bBev S/ Blenevenii
B5GL e LICTTenentenw @.Cs. 51" 48 Farg YewBHS Fnl L SBe0 Q& Tew1(HaUpLD
punHews sal@uy s fuilar QsTL_S55T0 YRISSSUTTS W @)auT L%
puiors Gauewrg & QEmenr_mi. aghsliL_mg Blevevuils 20-1-56 @)6b STib aukls S
b HSIAL Lugalenwd HImbESHIL_6T SLOLD LEHEhESG L% 2 (hHhsLomer Gaueur(®
Gamenarub RSB TT. BaT (h LGS @)ermib CrrésLmeg)’

“If there is to be an imposition of a language on us against our will resist we must and resist we
will carry on the struggle on the best approved lines of moral resitance. I don’t believe in violence.
I do not belive in uttering or mouthing slogans which might simply rouse the passion of the people”

FHlwmer Absevar LpFliamed GO L @ Blapena g erliwen allever
QYEDL_WSTRTHTEV, 6THTH SIS b LUsailevwd FIDbBSS6 eLpeULD, LIL L 1D LiGal 6Teirn
2 EIG) 2 WTaFHEHEEG QLILITG SLbewio BlMiSHs Gsmenr_ GLBeLD @)aI(5HSE
2 ewi(p). Awhs ASSTHES AllSSHHT ST TATLIMS Q)bS QP BlEWELILITL 19 60 T
GTTSH@GLI LIGVLILIRS SIH DT

@aume_w @)enL_wimrs puDFWTCeSTET WTPLILITERTL LIGOSESLPHLD 2 (BLI
QuppG. @auTs HTSSe @evevraill L _meb QeuF wewpailn@LiLiler $)mpLog)
eV FLomGeur LIGRTL_MIBMISST @)UT FTOal BlenaTalTSHINTTIHET. QR(h S ailSsTe
@.05.5.F 9mFS50T ST TS T&H5L" S senevalluiler wFllienus QUDDTT eTeTnTey
R OGS YHLOLIGLD 6T FIGWERTS HTSHTLOTET S 6TATLIGHS BTLD HbH)S5%H Gauenr(Lb.

T Qw5 Qe Aplilueseer QuHld s WA LPES eTmFHL" G 1941 - 51ib
QY ewr(h&afleh Fevevioment] ApLiL) LA @)evenr_er LIFL e&F&H@ eTbewLoll LiflajL_evr
vullpmiailss YA Grsdled “@aibarmpaer” ears CsHODaTS &Hi6vE ELD
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BCL_Farmul pebeTFTRITII QUbSeLD SafIGCLLLCL DI, QeuenT BaTDTS 9Mb S
Q& marereyLb aumuILiLIONSS Sl LILILILIT 6Teualene) STTLD @)euT 2 eirarid Caefleprmi
verFgsemerOuer SLOLACGCW 2a01)d HéH)SS S

FevlILsmrid, Lnprerm Qs aigern QevdsenTd SnaTmiie) eTaT 6Tk
&% Slpuiled STaT QauhdsGL Ljevenn Qeemev? QlaienTsd SHLTDH emaidd b
QFmevGevm, QuTGart LblLfleh (@)evenev@uwiaTeuriD. L GILIL| S alleTésnmisear (3)euT
BWb S FauSSH% Fnmitb Qump s OouwifledT&@GLb. Q)aUT 2 eRTT6 6T 6TLDGHLOW/LD
Spalls Q& mer@hLd. eubLT - Lglwauy, Aplwser, Quluser - QeTevalTT Heaid S
wHpss Avwser L ssefe) auenrBsarmed CFamflssii "L QafliGsar, Guiflwiser
@osuiled CFafsasLIL@LD ST HS0Csar - Qb allarsssamsds CHmenL_&a%TaTedley
R Gnaer 500FuTHS gl Qufluser Caigyiwom? APlw et GaigmiLom?
erairm Gaerailuiled QBb s 4TmiIg BB SH Osmenr_ard. e LB GLmmenard
G IDQIITLD &I DJQUT 2 GTATHSTET eTAIIGTaY G(h GLpBeSWml L AEHn S). &dlehs
LOGU[T LIGH TG TamiT(B) U(HL_BISH@HH@ @5 (e LLHGLD. @)LDLOGTHEGTLI LITTLILISDHST
5Gau (B ABHLPdNFSGH CHTewL_&HTaTedle) LOneLILITEIGTRT Q)L_$5D&GsH O\FaTn
FTSBBb.SF LITTS S LIGTEISTESLOL b S LG 6TLD(LPL_GT LD e LIaUSenS L1 LIK)Th Sl
Q& TewT(®) 2Y6uT LomesTalwTTA BTLD 806U(BLD SLOLPL GV (@) BEIFLIGOG [BILIb B FEOQISHSHS
I L9 WIGITFGTTII GOLOBSEOLD &Wb I FbCHTafSSTIFHaT. (3)SSSHI (15 9MleyLiLjL_Lb
QFuI%5 Q\BEhFSMSLI LITTLILIG ) ).

Q)auir 2 @TaTLh (LPLPRIGHS LD Blevmd &I ailevauelL FHLIGHGTUITSLI LiThS 61 ailL_uwiLb
Q@ TLOBTSET TS (h FEISS LFTVTHS FHLp Calewr(RDGIOGTLISTLD. 219 HFHLg
LOTERTaUT 6TLD @aU(h&HGLD Qe ey allfis 1% dn MIGUT. “6cTELGVT 2eMEHNe0)Hb HiLD
@anFGuwimed erbCprpd CHL RS GCFTeanrCGL (@)hHs Cauewr(HLb. ” jauT 2 arafl
2 wirey e sTevsSn@L Lier BleopCeaundlw &I alarefleh 2 eirafl 2 6TaTLD 26I6I6TaY
2 Wb -

e, QbH sivemssesin_smsus Qe G Qo 510 b g6
QupgliinysgNuairmi GsergallésiiuL_mr. @aur @uibmlu ‘F&bseamev GleuewrLim”
2/GRTERTTLOGHGVL LIGDEHENVS HLpFHSBI60 27mCHMl ).

FIBSS SLODPFFRISGLD, HBLOLITSHE BL_bS wFaufSS TS FLOTELD QaupPDSGH
ST LTSI @)auT Ypmli 2 eogser QLD Lrgm el L1 Qb per. gy mFleuLb,
SOLp, au_Quomyf) eparmleyid GUI(BLD LjGUEDLOIGHL_WIaIT. HeeVd HaT@hFuidSeD
L6V QYuIeFeT (QeUTTed STLILIL L _GT. STLOLIT YHGT(LPLD BN BLILIGTHSTET 9B 6oT(LpLD
@aumper_w Fowll Lenievws GFergailsser. @)eVEIENSLI LIGVSMVSSLPHLD, Q)evdhbiL
STBISI UL 1L Gevg el His5 CFerraildsgl. 195160 wmpLiLTenSSled BL_ bS5
afliprailesr fmri) GLELbLImeb @)euT QFWHLIL L _T6) @)aUT LjGUenLOWauT T S LOGIGHTLI
LIGV&meEHLpaLD AL FOFTHOUT e QDD HLpdd Sl LisSS FILILGSHD GeueGalm)
QUGHTGRTLD HTGY/LD, 05 BSTBSH HEWEVEHGTTE) BETDTHLI LIL 6oL $L 1L LI L 6% LOGYS
wrenflésd pGL_sUilatenarwieuiser Qe YblewaF evabsalT FevF, eTenLiLs
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udlgssalr fevd. @Qevm 2 enriewal FssaT Hevd, &CTTHCWers HrhleTs Hevs.
GTGUGVIT [HlenGUEEMGTILD 9JGHTL{L_GVT DLOSWIMUIILT LGS TARLIL|L 68T FLOLOTS 61w LA T Th %
Qb5s OsTHlerT emeugddler eTeveneuileOeuT LOFILILIGTTE FI 2 TeTSSDLLL 19 LG
LITTH@GLD SYGTLIT LIGVT @Q)6TmiLh 2 6.

@ omoprser seveurf Leueralpm Loevi, 1990

BB &i. BCL FLT6Tem6T
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SOBINDBDH BHFHIOT IDTALBID AFTHIHI
GFT AUTET. DIHAVNTFEVLD

FHBTCFHTT Lf SHyevr

& wricnauier Cadw afrgsefle wpdbdlwiomereu CFi G)LITGHTETLDLIGULD 9J(hERTTFGULD
ey, wp wredliumews CFibs CaL_ ipseiimiy eTar yenipdslii "L GLTaTaTLbLIGY
WpSAOWTHEGLL CFeuTFs) gbewowmhsGd (CFr ps H% @G myHemidluller
FCFm5f) eLpaitprey g LoFerTs 1853 9yib yewr(® GFL1G) b omgLh 14 9yib Had)
<oy mpsrr. GorgFrid) wpsedlwry, Ci. Qumer. @) omioprser 4HCwimT @)aur s
FOFTHTIHGT.

oentL_avr, LTHled parmisafeerer allgSwm warpmseaticy 1860 9yid gy ewrig 6v
Qu@ph a1 19w QUAGTETLDLILD (BT TFVS Sler &muiomioerTrmer GFy.
S Si5@GLorgaauTLOuiler sewrsmeniiCaGu @eur G\&mipLbLile euarihsmi. GFmupLbLy
Comwed 9&sL_ 1 Ysmals $HCUTSeTer Cpmued Hevarfluiled Hars FHevalenwd
QasrL_hsmr. @m@ Heval sHm Cumg 1870 Qe @ument LjevenioliiflflenevuyLb
Qup i, everir_er GHLbLflgh LIVFeESLpSE ST FlewpeL” Hevaurflulle) SemeuLomenilis
UL L 1b Qupprm.

LayewrGL_ayaT LjevenLoliLiflflenevls QL my senflesElevib LT THeT @)evdhdliLdEley/ib
Awps HssHewarts Qupmmy. 1870 @)6h 4 EIFeV FTAUFETFTGULI LIGUGDLOLILIFIEnFL]
Qb ny CabLNflL” gdleyjeirer evmevr " sevarfulled 2 wigsrib H6val GLpF GlFaTTy.

1883 9y1b gyewirLy 6v omasflliimenwdF CFIhs HLofleumuib Lpsedlwmier Lgevailw mesr
QFTFewTLD eTRTLIIENTS F(HLoenTLD QIFUISTT. HUTFH@hSSGLI LISCORUTHGT CLPaU(HLD
L&60ai 6T @aU(HLOTS 6TL_ (DS GLpbensHeiT LIMbSETLT. eLpdd LeTenaTILITET LIgLOMb/TLIGH
GTRTLIQIT SLD SHLILIGTTT @mUILSDHE LpeTGL HTELOTGTT. @)eDaTil Li%e0a T T6T
@ mopTHer 1939 L QewTIg 6D HTGULDTT. LODEODW LISSTTSTeT CFT 9)(HERTTFGLD
L&TGHauT. GCFT QY HemTTFLD YeuTsHefear Lgevails@per @)magmar avfiog) LoCamaveuf)
QFHgFAmSHUpLD, S)Log LoGaTaTLOewT GV LISLOBTSEILD (F)euiT @Q)DLILISDS (LpeTGL
smevehQFary alllL_my. evifingd) Lgiomeus) LggTefmsHD, Hmog HeurerhsLb
SLbewLIwT, S)BLog) FpsH BL_Tmem HCwTy generw LigeailwTmea.

QuirereribLIGVLD (HewTTFeLD @) mElevmhgled Liflev [ yseayb 1875 eriigedled
Hafleb CGFavar 2 $5CwTss5Csraleh H5H) GQLIDD (LPSH6) (Q)QEIGHFHIITTHALD (@)6UEIGNS
FlpoLilewrmiy. 1913 b yenir(® auewy rFmmis Caamaiuiled LebGaum 2 wi Lgalsear
UFSSTT. pSe0led YTFTEIS YSIIT YNIAWSSS6D Liewilwmhpli @)eu Hewrig
ST FID BHORTDSFD QSTL_[TbH Qevniesuilar L LGFHsaflewparar
b &oaT pE Fefleyd eyauerTsHLl LenflyfbSTT. @)aleue)LaILd &TTenTLDmS
w1 _Gseriifled wreu L BHUSWTSS SL_LowTH LD FHSTLILILPLD @)a(HdHESS

210



HevL_55 5. 36 LSS LWGTLBSS ‘Aaileh FL_IL_F HH&HSHLD’ 6TaTD BIHGV
@euir erpSleTITIT.

w1 FFILS) LSal ablss Fmewsslevs et HLICLITH CHFTSLL LTS Q) (HbS
Cor i CamiLear @Qeuengls Lgeurery pmwsoms (1888-1902) Blwibdsmy.
LOCal 1 FISWIFFHBISHEHL_GTTET GL4-Faor LBIILTL (B (pempuilevar ymlLpsLiLBRSSer.
Quugalleow wdss sTesHCuCWw FL L seuuled 25F)Cursliupmnp
2 miliflergrsayb aflermileT.

1913 9y1b yewi(®) el 60 40U anugleh ympenTTFeLd 9 TFTEIS Craneuuilel b s
@uie) QubpTy. @QeuTg < rsTms Cremaieowls LTFTL 19 eobsTD Gemigh LoGTaTT
LBIABQDTLD 9TenToenaTuileh el Fl Qauhsb@ CFT LIL L LD aupmiFleT.

Q&L Lenfluile Q) Hb S euiay QLDDSS QB TL_[T1b 5l (HETTFVLD 9 T&uIcdled
BIdPHSTT. FL L Blesuent FeoLuiled Cair Gumer. Qrmioprses@L Lier o plillerrms
QBpSTT. pFrms CFeveuuiled Liewilwimm miLb #mevé ) GevBuw gwirmedws (Saevresm”F)
2 eTeume 2 BBl GLIHDITL.

1915 gawauf] 29 gyb F&k Qsmflevrariseiar Gobim” 1y D&HTSH Feips CFemeu
FRIGSDHGT 2 (HaUTSHQTTT. ST HevevaugTsajb QummpiGuppmi. 1915 b
Qewr® Ariser, Lpavedib sewairsmss COSTL_Tb5 CHAw Quiss 9rfwedeyid
Sarava FHLBSHerTir. 1917 opHmib 19189410 Hewi(® 19-FLOLIT LoTSmIFHene) ChF
Q&S THWSHTSH @)1 LOTHTHHET GLPHISG OVFUISTL.

1919 eOar 25 gib H5F) Qevmienss Gsmiflevmars CaomallhsHF Fmisshams
2 (FUTSGHIGTTIT. QST SEWVMUTTH (BT TFVUPLD OFwevTargms GLIf. FHbSI(LpLD
ugsGubmery. @) FFmisd 1920 Qe @)evrienss Gsmplevmeny FoGLoareTions GlLiwy
LwrHoLd QFnILIL L &,

1919 g FibLijy 11 Q)6 YypewrTFVSSar (LpwbHAullesTmed @)evmensuilesr (LpSHeTa H
G @QuissLorar Qevrienss CoAw STrbrad 2 (FUTSSLILL L . SGT (LPSHTaI S
SalTTaHa LD 1919 1pseL 1922 aueng GLIMTGTRTLOLIGULD (HeRTTFVGLD GTHLOGTSTHS
Qsflay Qeuiwiiu L my. sulliprseer CoFlw STEETHL_GT (3)eO6UTLILIS DS TGT
CuFasarisamsuile @QauGr pBaurmss QsThbLL L _m. eTpd Sl auig aileh QLILIBHLD
RETMILD DHFFTSSI_LILIL" L F).

1921 y1b Yyewr(p) efm rfluich FrFlpsssHler 2y Litien_uilevrer GsTseaileh
@QamrupibLy AL LNTdBE)S sausens Caiy. Geibad Liflab, Fwogallsdlw Gumern
ABIF6TS SEeVaUTSHET QULPEIAIL UITSHE DIBFHear BleannCaupmrssmed Qevmienss CsHi
STEHgHelmn5 CeaelGuwplerTy. 1921 gsaviged SLOPT ewL_wTar TFiicnev
Blavevb) mis FiLb auensuiled SLOLPIT LOFTLGT FeOLIGHI 2 (KAUTSEIGTTT. BT HEHGUGMLOLI
QummilieoLiub D Mm% O\ HTesTL_ITT.

ey 1924 9yib yewi®) goevreufl 9 b FFF) g 71 Yaug auFled LoGlewT
werm " Fuwibioair yevwils LTGHFSEle STeuLoTaTT. (3)euT g LoemaUTT S F®H GFuwiw
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P WTSQSTRTDTGLD. Q)euT S FosSflevwger Liev dsaflar (paraievevuileh GlamipLL)
Qg wreTsSled BlenpGeumlenr.

1930 9y1b YR TL1T60 3 YLD F)FH) HYTFTEIF FeOLI HLDSTaRTSS60 ($HCLITESIL
@arrug) QFwesib) CsFrdugumd ywamTFausSlar GalamraaFfleney Smb s
@GSLILL L &. @Qarg 2 GaluL_msear Corued sevaurf] Fups CFemeus
FBIFHLD, @Qevmienss Casflw FTHISTHar Samevenin 9eIaIVSLD eTarLaIDPI) Slmb )
@usGHLILL L_aT. CLITTSEETLI LIGVSMEHSHLPF LOGRTL _LILD RETIIDE {(HEwTTFVSS)eT
QWD FL L L1 g).

@aur @uibm FLowl BICOSHET QUIBLOTH):
* ARevel in Bliss — mujLomes &eumihlger Lm_evsefleb Fevaupmlesr QompOLiwiriiLy,
1895.

*  AFew Hymns of Manikka Vachaka and Thayumanavar — @8. w;,. GLimis jeuys@nL_air
@ ovewrs H QomflOUWTSS LoTenfsHeuTFsHfler gD &mu)LomeTefe b
LITL_eV&aei, G\Fesremest, 1897.

e Studies and Translations from the Tamil - yuiays@pd GLomyblGLIwITLILSH@EHLD,
O FeTTEnGIT.

* Studies and Translations, Philosophical and Religious - &L ®ewrs Osm1@d), wpsh
ugy:1937, womy ugliy: 1981.

*  QureraTLbLIGVLD Y(HeRTTFeILD jauTHafer edaili FAGETF F(H&bsLb, Beuredluy, s
&. GamwaEbsrl Levaugmed QFuiwer peol_uiled erupsLiLi’ Rererd).. (#G8sF
BT 19 wiLh, wiTpLiLiTeserib, 1928)

Qe Haily FH&CHTEUWITST, FEOGTL LD, SN HALBSTHMILILIGL, @hTaTedTHL L LD,
Umprenr i eTarcaHBed b &b GomHOLwiiiLF Q& SlererT.

RUPSHLD, 2 GLPLIL], FDEOLD (LpSEII TEUGVTS: &ERTBEVEISG@EHLD 6a(HmEICHh HewLowiL
Qupm, L GIDFafle) FRLL RLPSS 2 SSLOT AUTTAUTT. HTFIIG) GHTHNSHGS
CHemauuITa 6T606VTSH eI FuwmsenLD G\ Tewr_alT. @amend augemnmled LicbGeum
LSaIFaT aUHS FI LOSHSGTIGT UTLLSS eT(LPFHSGHTH Y TLILIGRALILIL_aT CQFweTDHHIW
Qavmiesuiar Csw seevaigmear G GLITETETLDLIGULD 9J(KERTTFGLD 6T6H MILD LOGHDIITS
Qs 5 G Lb.

Sewrggar: E — Paper Friday, September 17, 2021 - 12:10pm
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Saiva Symbol of Super Culture

R. N. Sivaprakasam
Editor, Hindu Organ

Growing up gleefully to reach the memorable Mile - stone, the Seventy fifta
Anniversary, pleasingly identified as the PLATINUM JUBILEE, the RAMANATHAN
COLLEGE for girls that patriotically establi- shed by the foremost exponent of oriental
aspirations, PONNAMBLAM RAMANATHAN, has convincing cause for exultant joy at
this epoch making event of rare rejoicing.

Recalling to our minds the contextural circumstances that led to the establishment
of this ennobling educational institution, it would become clear that the illustrious
Founder had only fulfilled his duty as a man of religion.

As the first elected representative of this country in its legislature, by the verdict
of voters comprising only of the educated, Ponnambalam Ramanathan was bound
to look into all matters pertaining to the real welf- are of the people, certainly with
emmphasis on education.

Here was the thinker, who had an illustrious tradition as a guiding star. His
spiritual inside was such as to lead him along the lofty path of dedication. He had the
blissfull benefit of sitting at the revered feet of Arulparanantha Swamikal, in whom
the disciple had later found the man of wisdom whose enlightenment was a source of
instruction. Fathoming the wide expanse of spiritual literature, devotee Ramanathan
drank deep at the fountain of Vedic knowledge and Agamic exposition. Freshened
with the spiritual vitality obtained from an earnest exploration of the entire range
of religious philosophy, Ramanathan lost no time in identifying the venue of his
endeavours to lead the people in the right direction. And the fi.st of his initiatives
was the establishment of a College for Girls to enable them study peacefully what
was beneficial to their souls and profitable in worldly life.”

And that is that splendid gift, that lofty seat of learning, the temple of traditional
Tamil Culture - RAMANATHAN COLLEGE FOR GIRLS. Here is a magnificent monument
that stands sentinel keeping guard over Saiva Culture.

The holy ball of prayer in the upper storey of the College where the IDOL of
NADARAJA PERUMAN keeps on indicating the vibrant dance of the Universe, with
the bewitching spectacle of divine Mother Saras- wathy Thevy, at the entrance up the
staircase, enlightens the student girls and the teaching staff every morning.

Such is the splendour of this seat of learning. It becomes appro- priate to state
here how the writer has acquired intimate knowledge of the growth of this College
and the greatness of the Founder.

My mind is able to speed back across the past seven decades and remember
the mirthful days when I had to escort my niece to the Ramanathan College. The
mischievous lad of barely seven years of age that | was, [ soon became a pet of the
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Principal Incidentally I would have strayed into the portals of the residence of the
awe-inspiring Founder.

Later when I had the luck of being one of the first batch of students of the
Parameswara College, the awe-inspiring Founder by and by ceased to stike awe but
continued to be inspiring. As the first and perhaps the only Scholarship holder of
Parameswara College, | was fortunate in getting closer to authorities, particularly
as senior prefect.

Even as a student I had enjoyed the privilege of acting for absentee teachers.
It so happened that Mr. Selvamanickam, the Class Master - form Il had to be on
compulsory leave for a fortnight owing to his contracting an infectious disease. I
was the obvious choice to make up for his absence. One memorable morning, the
awe-inspiring Founder had caught me, the acting teacher, unawares as he, on his
usual round of in- spection had spotted the Second Form, buzzing with rambling
noice. Sensing the awkward situation, a member of the regular tutorial staff rushed
with the surprising news to make me run up to the class and face the music. Coming
face to face with the intellectual giant, I could not but be stricken by amusement at
the be- spectacled eyes rolling side - ways the spectacular pair of lips was arranging
the punching phrases of indict - ment. But my wits stood me in good stead and the
charge of neglect of duty was withdrawn. However. the dramatic duel or words
continued. Now it became a novel experience. The lesson for that day was a chapter
in Thirukural and I the acting teacher had to answer a volley of questions, deep and
discerning. It was then that my revered father Namasiwayapulayar’s exposition of
the Kural, gave me inspiration that made me a hero of that hour. Suffice to say that
no more elaboration is necessary on this point.

From the first Principal of this College, Mrs. Florence Farr Emery. to the fine
lady now presiding over the affairs of this institution, Srimathy Kumarasamy, [ have
known the long line of Principals, quite intimately It has been my privilege to deliver
the Founder’s memorial address on one occasion and to address such functions on
many others.

More significant is my personal pride that my only daughter had received her
entire education, primary and secondary, in this College of my choice as dictated by
my sense of duty. Her attachment to this institution was further enlivened by her
serving it as a teacher till she was given in marriage. | make mention of these personal
references merely to lay emp- hasis on the fact that those who understand the noble
ideals of the Foun- der of this institution for the fair sex will not fail to make their
own contribution to its growth.

@ omoprser seveurf Leeralpm weviT, 1990
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FFLDAPLD USBID Lmpuw FLbuUbSHID

JIPTEO (1P, GHTEILILIYSHTFID

B s 750550 aupLd pesflousemer mLp BT BL_ar OFm_fi GLbmelTser
Hevabvglwi T, Fevdhw, Fieu L m, ower LpSelGuimsy. ower LpgsedGuimr. ()euTs@her
LevevBlwT “Flig flaglseper™ emald. 9eugsl auflsCosmearnesGar &GLer @) rmalemrer
YFw @ waupLb. GCUTeT, whayTser SevevalaTTuilBba, @)bd FLOBTL DL Tk
yfb s, Aaudlgrer Campeww@upm, aL_glanss Féuresi ugal GQumpmprer
GT@T I LIgTewT QBSTF mrevser g miFlarmer. Camuilebseafleh BlFHLPLD LOGRTL 6V L)enF
wpslwaunmled GCLTmaT auL_Flensd B&LTVS eLpTSHINTS DaId i, HFaTLD,
eLpeuLh elpd g (Lpsedlwet DG S, ‘@b GGUImL BLo:’ eTeT YTFHS S Y HLOBIFHET
L85 I auhauenS Q6T mILD BIEIS6T Hewr(R au(hEleaTCmmib. &CLIeaIs@s SLbLil (Lpevm
e @Qureuentenati Lipmn Qeiall_S&leh g miaug LOlendw muilen/ib, a6 LIFLD
FaULISST 616811 &L, HenL_Fulled aumaneterLwms @)(bb S, 6TeV6VT BT(BHEHTNGVI(Lp6iTET
eTeveVTF FoumeuwmiFeneytd AeuLilgmenesd CaFaild &, FiopH au@d GLIHLD LISa])
QUID MIGTATITGT GTGTLIGILD 6THIFZET 2 aTanmIFefe) LBlbH H_s@Gb Gufli evFe FLows
2 ewTenLOWIT@Lb. @)Traienrar wenarall wewrGL_msHCuwm Smeungsls QLB LiHLp
uen_ssaser GQuiflw Aauisengwmis aflermidwaier CFuies HesHTHLD aUTIGHL
Qupp FUSLTSTH@HT RPHSSWTHL CuTDPLIL@UET Hailisd) auTpais), Her
uissraursu @) rraee)isGs aflSm 1y wrss Hapbsaier. FeuflTmer 2euer
QurmL_® BFLpsS Smailearum_cigaer @) Teni(h). RaTn 9eev HL_c0 LOLOeDF BL_b S,
FL_WeVG HL_bSSTHEW Fpaflevarm_ed Lopewpuwl g, djeuer Ceuent(®HCamenddTmiH),
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The Worship of Muruka or Skanda
(The Kataragama God)

Sir Ponnambalam Arunachalam

T here is on the South-east coast of Ceylon a lonely hamlet known as Kataragamal in
the heart of a forest haunted by bears, elephants and leopards and more deadly malaria.
The Ceylon Government thinks of Kataragama especially twice a year, when arrangements
have to be made for pilgrims and precautions taken against epidemics. Hardly anyone
goes there except in connection with the pilgrimage. General Brownrigg, Governor and
Commander-inChief, visited this desolate spot in 1819 at the close of military operations
in the Uva country, and seven decades later Sir Arthur Gordon (afterwards Lord Stanmore)
who attended the festival in July, 1889. Sportsmen are drawn to this region by the fame
of its sport, but Kataragama itself is outside the pale of their curiosity. Few even of our
educated classes know its venerable history and association.

It was already held in high esteem in the third century before Christ, and is one of
the sixteen places said to have been sanctified by Gautama Buddha sitting in each in
meditation.2 The Mahavamsa (XIX. 54), in enumerating those who welcomed the arrival
at Anuradhapura of the Sacred Bodhi-tree from Buddha -Gaya in charge of Sanghamitta,
the saintly daughter of the Indian Emperor Asoka, gives the first place alter the King of
Ceylon to the nobles of Kajara-gama, as Kataragama was then called. It was privileged
to receive a sapling (ibid, 62) of which an alleged descendant still stands in the temple
court. About a third of a mile off is the Buddhist shrine of Kiri Vihare, said to have been
founded by King Mahanaga of Mahagama, cir. 300 BC.

Kataragama is sacred to the God Karttikeya, from whom it was called Karttikeya
Grama (“City of Karttikeya”) shortened to Kajara-gama and then to Kataragama. The
Tamils, who are the chief worshippers at the shrine, have given the name a Tamil form,
Kathirkamam, a city of divine glory and love, as if from kathir, glory of light, and
kaamam, love (Skt. kaama), or town or district (from Skt. graama). By Sinhalese and
Tamils alike the God Karttikeya is called Kandaswami; by the Sinhalese, also Kanda
Kumara (Kanda being the

Tamil form of Sanskrit Skanda and Kumara meaning youth), and by the Tamils
Kumara

Swami, “the youthful god”. More often the Tamils call him by the pure Tamil name
Murukan, “the tender child”. He is represented in legend, statuary and painting as a
beautiful child or youth. The priests worship him with elaborate rites and ceremonies,
the rustic with meal and blood offerings, the aboriginal Vedda invokes him also with
dances in the primitive manner of the woods. The philosopher meditates on him in
silence, adoring him as the Supreme God, Subrahmanya — the all pervading spirit of the
universe, the Essence from which all things are evolved, by which they are sustained and
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into which they are involved — who in gracious pity for humanity takes form sometimes
as the youthful God of Wisdom, God also of war when wicked Titans (Asuras) have to be
destroyed, sometimes as the holy child Muruka, type of perennial tender beauty, always
and everywhere at the service of his devotees.

“In the face of fear,” says an ancient and popular verse,3 His face of comfort shows.
In the fierce battlefield, with ‘Fear not’, His lance shows. Think of Him once, twice He
shows, to those who chant Muruka.”

“A refreshing coolness is in my heart as it thinketh on Thee, peerless Muruka. My
mouth quivers praising Thee, lovingly hastening Muruka, and with tears calling on Thee,
Giver of gracious help-hand, Oh warrior! With Tirumurukarruppadai Thou comest, Thy
Lady in Thy wake.”4

The scene of his birth is laid in the Himalayas. His birth and exploits are described
with poetic embellishments in the Skanda Purana, an epic poem which in its present
Sanskrit form dates from about the fifth century and in its Tamil version from the eighth.5
“ Dearest,” cries a Tamil poet of the 1st century, “whom the cool blue waters of the tarn
on great Himalaya’s crest received from the beauteous hands of the peerless one of the
five (elements, i.e., Agni, god of fire) and who in six forms by six (Naiads) nourished
became one.”

Though born on those distant northern mountains, his home now and for over twenty
centuries has been in the South, and his worship prevails chiefly among the Tamils. He
appears to have been the primitive God of the Tamils and to have passed with them to
the South from their supposed early settlements in North India. He is now little known
or esteemed in the North, where he has given way to other gods, as the Vedic gods Indra,
Varuna, Agni gave way to Siva, Vishnu, etc., and as in Greece, Uranus gave way to
Kronos and he to Zeus.6

Skanda had a great vogue in the north for centuries among the Aryan, Scythian,
Mongolian, Hun and other invaders who succeeded the Dravidians, and, intermingling
with them, became the ancestors of the present inhabitants. In an Upanishad of about the
ninth century B.C. he is described as giving spiritual instruction to the rishi Narada and
is identified with the great sage Sanatkumara (Chandogya Upanishad, VII. 262).7 The
image of the God Skanda appears in the coin of King Huvishka who in the beginning of
the second century of the Christian era ruled over an empire extending from the Central
Himalayas and the river Yamuna to Bactria and the river Oxus.8 In the third century,
the great Sanskrit poet Kalidasa wrote his classic poem on the god’s birth (Kumara
Sambhava, “Birth of Kumara”). In the Meghaduta (Cloud-Messenger) of the same poet,
the hero, an exile from home, in sending a message to his sorrowing wife, bids the cloud
halt at the god’s shrine on Mount Devagiri (near Ujjain).

“There change thy form and showery roses shed
Bathed in the dews of heaven on Skanda’s head,
Son of the crescent’s God, whom holy Ire
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Called from the flame of all-devouring fire,
To snatch the lord of Svarga from despair
And timely save the trembling hosts of air.”

In an interesting Sanskrit drama of the first century (attributed to King Shudraka
and known as the Mrichchakattika, “The Little Clay Cart”, in which the scene is laid in
Ujjain [Editor’s note: Mrichchakattika has since been attributed to Kalidasa]) the god
is invoked by a Brahmin burglar as the patron of his tribe,9 for he is the god of war and
they are soldiers of fortune waging war against society by operations akin to mining and
sapping in war. At the present day, in Bengal, he is worshipped one day in the year during
the Durga puja festival, and especially by those desiring offspring.

But wherever Tamil influence prevails, he is held in preeminent honour and dignity.
The Tamils regard him as the guardian of their race, language and literature and are
bound to him by special ties. He is reputed to have arrived in Lanka (Ceylon) in a
remote age when it was a vast continent — the Lemuria, perhaps, of the zoologists,
stretching from Madagascar to near Australia — and was ruled by a Titan, the terror
of the celestials. In answer to their prayers, the god was incarnated as the son of the
Supreme God Mahadeva or Siva. He led their hosts to Lanka and destroyed the Titan
after mighty battles, his lance seeking the foe out in his hiding in the ocean.10 The Titan
was then granted forgiveness for his sins and was changed into a cock and a peacock,
the former becoming the god’s banner and the latter his charger.11 These events, with
their moral significance of the expiation of sin, are yearly celebrated by festivals and
fasts in Tamil lands in the month of Aippasi (October-November) ending on the 6th day
of the waxing moon (Skanda Shashti). On such occasions, the Tamil Kandapuranam is
read and expounded with solemnity, also at times in private houses, such reading being
deemed efficacious, apart from spiritual benefits, in warding off or alleviating disease
and danger and bringing good fortune.

The lance, the instrument of chastisement and salvation, is understood to typify his
energy of wisdom (jnana sakti, somewhat corresponding to the Christian Sophia) and
is often the only symbol by which he is worshipped in the temples. In others, he is
represented with six faces, or aspects of his activities, and riding a peacock with his
consorts, Teyvayanai (Skt. Devasena) and Vail who are regarded as his energies of
action and desire respectively (kriya sakti and ichcha sakti). The former was daughter of
Indra, King of the celestials, and Valli was a Vedda princess whom, according to Ceylon
tradition, he wooed and won at Kataragama. She shares in the worship of millions from
Kashmir and Nepal to Dondra Head, and the priests (kapuralas) of Kataragama proudly
claim kinship with her. He deigned, according to theologians, to set the world a pattern
of married life, for the due discharge of its duties leads to God no less surely than a life
of renunciation.

In the Tamil epic the poet introduces a courting scene in which occurs this appeal:

“Highland maid of Kurava clan, could that I were the pool in which thou bathest, the
perfumed unguents thou usest, the flowers thou wearest.”
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It recalls Anakreon’s lover12

“I would be a mirror, that

you would always look at me.

I would be your dress so that

you would always wear me.

I would like to be water so that

I could bathe your flesh.

I would be a perfume, dear,

so that I could touch you.

And I would be the ribbon at your breast and the pearls about your throat.
And I would be your sandal

that I might be trodden by your feet.”

Some of the stories of his birth and childhood seem to have traveled far west and left
traces in the religion and literature of ancient Greece. He is said to have issued from the
frontal eye of Siva as six sparks of fire. They were received by Agni, God of fire, and cast
into the Ganges, from which they passed into the Himalayan lake Saravana and there were
transformed into six babes. These were suckled by the six nymphs of the constellation
Pleiades (Krittika) and became one on being fondly clasped by the Goddess Uma. He has
many names: the Tamil Pingala Nigantu gives 37. Some of them are derived from the
incidents [ have mentioned: Agni-bhu, fire-born, from the manner of his birth; Gangaja
or Gangesa from the association with the Ganges, (Tam. Kankesan, which gives the
name to one of our northern ports, Kankesanturai, where his sacred image is said to have
been landed in the 9th century)13; Saravana Bhava, born in Saravana, a Himalayan Lake
(Tam. Saravanamuttu, pearl of Saravana); Karttikeya from his foster-mothers Krittikas
(the Pleiades); Skanda, the united one, because the six babes became united into one.14
The more probable derivation [Editor’s note: the scientific etymology] is from the root
skand, to leap.

Skanda would then mean the Leaper of his foes. He is also called Shanmukha (Tam.

Sanmukam or Arumukam) as being six faced. Being the one and only Reality, he
is called in Tamil Kandazhi, which is explained as “reality transcending all categories,
without attachment, without form, standing alone as the Self.”15

It is as such that he is adored at Kataragama, no image, form or symbol being used
(see Infra). Kataragama thus holds a unique place among his numerous places of worship
in India and Ceylon.

The worship of Skanda has suffered no decline in Ceylon from the introduction of
Buddhism 24 centuries ago. The “Kataragam god” (Kataragama Deviyo) has a shrine
in every Buddhist place of worship, and plays a prominent part in its ceremonials and
processions. In the great annual perahera of Kandy, he had always a leading place;
Buddha’s Tooth, now the chief feature of the procession, formed no part of it till the
middle of the 18th century, when it was introduced by order of King Kirti Sri Rajasingha
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to humour the Buddhist monks he had imported from Siam. The town of Kalutara on the
southern bank of the Kalu Ganga appears to have been specially associated with the god
and still retains the name Velapura, “the City of the Lancer”, the lance being his favourite
weapon. The opposite bank of the town is called Desestra Kalutara, i.e., Deva Satru or
the enemies of the gods. These names are perhaps relics of an unsuccessful movement
to limit his jurisdiction to the southern half of the Island, the defeated opponents being
pilloried by his votaries as demons. His shrines, however, are now as common north as
south of the river: both among Buddhists and Hindus he is the god par excellence.

King Dutugemunu in the first century B.C., according to ancient tradition, rebuilt and
richly endowed the temple at Kataragama as a thank-offering for the favour of the god,
which enabled him to march from this district against the Tamil King, Elala, and, after
killing him in battle, recover the ancestral throne of Anuradhapura. Dutugemunu’s great-
great-grandfather Mahanaga, younger brother of Devanampiya Tissa, had taken refuge in
the Southern Province and founded a dynasty there, and Anuradhapura was for 78 years
(with a short break) ruled by Tamil Kings, of whom Elala (205-161 BC) was the greatest.
Dutugemunu conceived the idea of liberating the country from Elala. While his thoughts
were intent on this design day and night, he was warned in a dream not to embark on the
enterprise against his father’s positive injunctions, unless he first secured the aid of the
Kataragama god. He therefore made pilgrimage thither and underwent severe penances
on the banks of the river, imploring divine intervention. While thus engaged in prayer
and meditation, an ascetic suddenly appeared before him, inspiring such awe that the
prince fainted. On recovering consciousness, he saw before him the great god of war
who presented him with weapons and assured him of victory. The prince made a vow
that he would rebuild and endow the temple on his return, and started on his expedition,
which ended in the defeat and death of Elala and the recovery of the throne.

The incidents associating the Kataragama god with Dutugemunu’s victory naturally
find no place in the Buddhist chronicle, the Mahavamsa, which glorifies him as a zealous
champion of Buddhism.16 The tradition is confirmed by a Sinhalese poem called Kanda
Upata “Birth of Kanda”, for a MS. copy of which I am indebted to Mudaliyar A. Mendis
Gunasekara. Stanzas 41 and 46 show that King Dutugemunu invoked the aid of the god,
and received his help and built and endowed the temple at Kataragama in fulfillment of
his vow. The royal endowment was continued and enlarged by his successors and by the
offerings of generations of the people and princes of Ceylon.

This old and once wealthy foundation has for years been in a woeful plight, from
loss of the State patronage and supervision which it enjoyed under native rule and owing
to the corruption and dishonesty of the Sinhalese trustees and priests in whom, under
the Buddhist Temporalities Ordinance, its administration is vested. Its extensive estates
have mostly passed into other hands, the property that remains is neglected, the temple
buildings are in disrepair, and the daily services are precarious. The Hindu pilgrims,
however, continue to flock in thousands, pouring their offerings without stint and wistfully
looking forward to the day which will see the end of the scandalous administration.
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It is possible now to travel from Colombo comfortably by train to Matara and by motor
to Hambantota and Tissamaharama. The last stage of about 11 miles beyond Tissama
harama is over a difficult forest-track and an unbridged river, the Menik Ganga, which in
flood time has to be swum across there being no boats. In the thirties of last century, when
good roads were scarce even in Colombo, my grandmother walked barefoot the whole
way to Kataragama and back in fulfillment of a vow for the recovery from illness of her
child, the future Sir Muttu Coomara Swamy. The hardships then endured are such as are
yearly borne with cheerfulness by thousands traveling on foot along the jungle tracks
of the Northern, Eastern and Uva provinces and from India. Nearly all are convinced
of the god’s ever-present grace and protection and have spiritual experiences to tell or
other notable boons, recoveries from illness, help under trials and dangers, warding off
of calamities. I once asked an elderly woman who had journeyed alone through the forest
for days and nights if she had no fear of wild elephants and bears. She said she saw many,
but none molested her. “How could they? The Lord was at my side.” The verses cited on
page 111 express the passionate feeling of many a pilgrim.

An old Brahmin hermit whom I knew well, Sri Kesopur Swami, was for about three
quarters of a century a revered figure at Kataragama. He had come there as a boy from a
monastery in Allahabad in North India in the twenties of last century. He attached himself
to the Hindu foundation (next the principal shrine) of the Teyvanai Amman temple and
monastery. This institution belongs to a section of the Dasanami order of monks founded
by the great Sankaracharya of Sringeri Matham (Mysore). The lad after a time betook
himself to the forest, where he lived alone for years, until he was sought out and restored
to human society by a young monk, Surajpuri Swami by name, whom also I knew. The
latter was a beautiful character, pious and learned, and with a splendid physique. He
had been a cavalry officer of the Maharaja of Cashmere and, being resolved on a life of
celibacy and poverty, found himself thwarted by his relatives who pressed him to marry
and assume the duties of family life. Failing in their efforts, they brought the Maharaja’s
influence to bear upon him, whereupon he fled from home and traveled as a mendicant
until he reached the great southern shrine of Rameswaram, well known to tourists and
a great resort of pilgrims. There (he told me) he received a divine call to proceed to
Sri Pada, the “Holy Foot” (Adam’s Peak of English maps), which the Hindus revere
as sacred to Siva and the Buddhists to the Buddha. Here he was ordered to proceed to
Kataragama, where he would find a hermit in the forest whom he was to wait upon and
feed with rice. This he did and brought the hermit to the temple. He soon gave up rice or
other solid food and confined himself to a little milk; hence he was known as Pal Kudi
Bawa. A very saintly and picturesque figure he was, revered for his childlike simplicity
and purity, spiritual insight and devotion, and much sought after for his blessings. He
died in Colombo in July 1898 at a ripe old age.17 His remains were taken to Kataragama
and a shrine was built over them by his votaries. His pupil Surajpuri survived him only
a few months and died in November 1898.

The old hermit told me of a saintly woman named Balasundari who lived there. She
was the eldest child of a North Indian Raja, a boon from the Kataragam God in answer to
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a vow that, if blessed with children, the firstborn would be dedicated to his service. The
vow was forgotten and a stern reminder led to her being brought by the father while still
a child and left at Kataragama with a suitable retinue. She devoted herself to a spiritual
life. The fame of her beauty reached the King of Kandy, who sent her offers of marriage,
which she rejected. He would not be baulked and sent troops to fetch her to the palace.
But, said the hermit, the God intervened and saved her. He brought the British troops to
Kandy, and the King was taken prisoner and deported to Vellore in South India.18 This
was in 1814. The lady, thus saved from the king’s rough gallantry, lived to a good old
age, loved and revered, and died at Kataragama after installing Mangalapuri Swami,
who died in 1873 and was succeeded by my venerable friend Kesopuri.19

In 1818 arebellion broke out in the Kandyan provinces, excited by the chiefs smarting
under the loss of rights and privileges guaranteed by the Kandyan Convention of 1815.
The rebellion was suppressed with severity, especially in the Uva province, which (as
Mr. White, C.C.S., states in his Manual of Uva, 1893) has scarcely recovered from the
effects.

It was towards the end of these military operations that General Brownrigg, the
Governor and Commander-in-Chief, visited Kataragama. Dr. John Davy, F.R.S. (who
was on the medical staff of the army from 1816 to 1820 and on the Governor’s staff
during this tour) has in his “Account of Ceylon” (published 1821) described the tour in
Uva and the visit to Kataragama. The Sinhalese Kapuralas were believed to be active
participators in the rebellion. The custody of the principal temple was taken from them
and delivered to the Hindu Monks, and a military guard was left to protect them. When
the guard was removed some time later, the Kapuralas resumed forcible possession of
the temple. The Hindu monks, whose abbot impressed Davy greatly, continued to be
in charge of the Teyvayanai Amman temple and monastery. Speaking of the journey to
Kataragama, Davy says (p. 403):

“All the way we did not see a single inhabited house or any marks of very
recent cultivation, nor did we meet a single native; dwellings here and there
in ruins, paddy neglected, and a human skull that lay by the roadside under a
tree to which the fatal rope was attached, gave us the history of what we saw in
language that could not be mistaken.”

Of Kataragama itself he says:

“Kataragama has been a place of considerable celebrity on account of its
Dewale which attracts pilgrims not only from every part of Ceylon, but even
from remote parts of the continent of India, and is approached through a desert
country by a track that seems to have been kept bare by the footsteps of its
votaries.”

The God, he says, is not loved but feared, and merit was made of the hazard and
difficulty through a wilderness deserted by men and infested by wild beasts and fever.
From the forlorn and ruinous condition of the place, Davy anticipated that in a few
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years the traveler would have difficulty in discovering even the site. The anticipation has
not been realized, though over a century has now passed; the pilgrims are in fact more
numerous and zealous than ever.

Robert Knox, who in the seventeenth century spent 20 years of captivity in Ceylon, in
his Historical Relation of the Island of Ceylon published in 1861 in London, in speaking
of the Eastern Coast, says:

“It is as I have heard environed with hills on the landside and by sea not
convenient for ships to ride; and very sickly, which they do impute to the power
of a great god which dwelleth in a town near by they call Cotteragon, standing
in the road, to whom all that go to fetch salt, both small and great, must give an
offering. The name and power of this god striketh such terror into the Chingalayas
that those who are otherwise enemies to the King and have served both Portuguez
and Dutch against him, yet would never assist either to make invasion this way.”

In the great Perahera at Kandy, in Knox’s time, there was no Buddha’s Tooth, but
“Allout neur dio,20 God and maker of Heaven and Earth, and Cotteragom Deyyo and
Pottingt dio,21 these three gods that ride here in company are accounted of all the others
the greatest and chiefest.” Davy himself says (p. 228): “Of all the gods, the Kataragama
God is the most feared...and such is the dread of this being that I was never able to
induce a native artist to draw a figure of it.” This unwillingness was rather due to the
fact that at Kataragama there is no figure of the god. He is not worshipped there in any
image or form. A veil or curtain, never raised, separates the worshippers from the Holy
of Holies, where, according to the best information, there is only a casket containing a
Yantra or mystic diagram engraved on a golden tablet in which the divine power and
grace are believed to reside. It is this casket which in the great festivals of July and
November is carried in procession on the back of an elephant.22

The history of this tablet, according to a native tradition reported to me by Kesopuri
Swami, is that a devotee from North India, Kalyanagiri by name, grieved by the god’s
prolonged stay in Ceylon, came to Kataragama to entreat him to return to the North.
Failing to obtain audience of the god, he performed for 12 years severe penances and
austerities, in the course of which a little Vedda boy and girl attached themselves to
him and served him unremittingly. On one occasion when, exhausted by his austerities
and depressed by his disappointment, he fell asleep, the boy woke him. The disturbed
sleeper cried out in anger, “How dare you disturb my rest when you know that this is
the first time I have slept for years?”” The boy muttered an excuse and ran pursued by
him until an islet in the river was reached, when the boy transformed himself into the
God Skanda. The awe-struck hermit then realised that his quondam attendants had been
the God and his consort Valli. Prostrating himself before them and praying forgiveness,
he begged the God to return to India. The Goddess in her turn made her appeal (Tamil:
mankiliyappiccai) and begged that the god might not be parted from her. This the sage
could not refuse. He abandoned the idea of the God’s or his own return and settled down
at Kataragama where he engraved the mystic diagram (yantra) and enshrined it there for
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worship in buildings constructed or restored with the help of the ruling king of Ceylon.
When in due course the sage quitted his earthly body, he is believed to have changed into
a pearl image (muttu lingam) and, is still worshipped in an adjoining shrine under that
name (Muttulingasvami).

His pupil and successor was Jayasingiri Swami who received Governor Brownrigg
at Kataragama and is admiringly described by Dr. Davy. He mentions as a special object
of reverence the seat of “Kalana natha the first priest of the temple”, Kalana natha being
Davy’s variation of Kalyana Natha alias Kalyana Giri. The seat is still very much as
Davy described it:

“The Kalana Madam is greatly respected and certainly is the chief curiosity at
Kataragama; it is a large seat made of clay, raised on a platform with high sides
and back, like an easy chair without legs; it is covered with leopards’ skins and
contained several instruments used in the performance of the temple rites: and
a large fire was burning by the side of it. The room, in the middle of which it is
erected, is the abode of the resident brahmin. The Kalana Madima, the brahmin
said, belonged to Kalana Natha, the first priest of the temple, who on account of
great piety passed immediately to Heaven without experiencing death and left
the seat as a sacred inheritance to his successors in the priestly office, who have
used it instead of a dying bed and it is his fervent hope that like them he may
have the happiness of occupying it at once and of breathing his last in it. He said
this with an air of solemnity and enthusiasm that seemed to mark sincerity and,
combined with his peculiar appearance, was not a little impressive. He was a tall
spare figure of a man whom a painter would choose out of a thousand for such a
vocation. His beard was long and white; hut his large dark eyes, which animated
a thin regular visage, were still full of fire, and he stood erect and firm without
any of the feebleness of old age.”

The Ceylon King who helped the saint Kalyanagiri in the construction of the temples
is, according to tradition, Balasinha Raja which, I take it, is equal to Bala Raja Sinha.
The earliest kings of the name Rajasinha were Raja Sinha I (1581-1592) and Raja
Sinha II (1634—1684), the patron of Robert Knox. There were four others of the name
(with prefixes) from 1739 to 1815, when the dynasty came to an end. Considering the
longevity of my friend Kesopuri Swami, who spent 70 years of his life at Kataragama
and was probably 90 at his death, that Kalyanagiri was reputed to be a much greater yogi,
as also his successor Jayasingeri, and that the practice of yoga is known to be favourable
to health and long life, Kalyanagiri may be assigned to the time when Rajasinha II was
administering the kingdom for his father Senerat, i.e., before 1634.

The Government Agent of Uva, Mr. Baumgartner, in his report to Government on
the pilgrimage of July 1897, mentions that Tilden R.M., who made an inventory of the
temple property for the Provincial Committee, found nothing in the casket, the G.A.’s
authority being the R.M.’s son, Taldena Kachcheri Mudaliyar, who had so heard from
his father. It may be that the R.M. expected to find an image and did not notice the thin
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golden plate on which such diagrams are engraved, or the priests may have hidden it as
too holy for a layman’s view. Davy speaks of the “idol being still in the jungle * (p. 421)
at the time of his visit in 1819, having been hidden away during those troublous times.

II

The earliest account of the worship of Muruka is to be found in an ancient Tamil
lyric, the delight of scholars and often on the lips of others, even if not fully understood.
To appreciate its significance, religious, historical and literary, some idea of the early
literature of the Tamils is necessary.

Ancient Tamil history has for its chief landmarks three successive literary Academies
established by the Pandyan Kings of South India, who were great patrons of literature
and art. In this institution were gathered together (as the Académie Frangaise found by
Cardinal Richelieu in 1635 and copied in other European countries) the leading literati of
the time. The roll of members included royal authors of note and not a few women who
were poets and philosophers. New works were submitted to the Academy for judgment
and criticism, and before publication received the hallmark of its approval. The Academy
was the jealous guardian of the standard literary perfection and showed little mercy to
minters of base literary coinage.

The first two Academies go back to an almost mythical period and their duration
is counted by millenniums. The Tamils having a good conceit of themselves and a
passionate love (equaled in modern times, I think, only by the French) of their mother
tongue have assigned to it a divine origin and made their Supreme God Siva the president
of the first Academy and his son Muruka or Skanda a member of the Academy and the
tutelary god of the Tamil race. Both deities are represented as appearing on earth from
time to time to solve literary problems that defied the Academy. The seats of the first
and second Academies (old Madura and Kapadapuram) were the two first capitals of the
Pandyan dynasty, and are said to have been submerged by the sea.

The Pandyan kingdom was already ancient at the beginning of the Christian era. In the
4th century BC Megasthenes, ambassador of Seleucus at the court of King Chandragupta
at Pataliputra, speaks of the country as ruled by a great queen called Pandaia. Then
and for some centuries afterwards, the Pandyan country covered the greater part of the
Madras Presidency, and included the native states of Mysore, Cochin and Travancore,
and was bounded on the North by the sacred hill of Venkadam (Tiruppati, 100 miles
northwest of Madras) and on all other sides by the sea. The southernmost point, Kumari
(Cape Comorin of the English maps), is called after the “Virgin” Goddess Kumari,
another name of Uma or

Sivakami, consort of Siva,
“Mother of millions of world-clusters, Yet Virgin by the Vedas called.”
Her temple crowns the headland as it did in the time of the Greek geographer Ptolemy

(140 AD) and earlier...In the “Periplus of the Erythrean Sea” (cir. 80 AD), a manual
of Roman or rather Egyptian trade with India and a record of the author’s observations
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and experiences as merchant and supercargo, it is stated, “After this there is in the place
called Komar, where there is (probably a fort or a temple) and a harbour where also
people come to bathe and purify themselves...it is related that a goddess was once
accustomed to bathe there.” The worship at the temple and the bathing in the sacred
waters of the sea still continue.

At the time of the first and second Academies, the land extended far south of Kumari,
which was then the name not of a headland but of a river. South of it up to the sea
were 49 districts whose names are given and which were intersected by a river called
Pahruhi. All these are said to have been swallowed by the sea. There are poems extant
written before the submersion as e.g., Purananuru 9, where the poet wishes his patron the
Pandyan King Kudumi long life and years more numerous than the sands of the Pahruhi
river. Traces have been discovered of a submerged forest on this coast. Was this part
of the submerged Lemurian continent referred to at p. 113, or a later submersion? One
or other of the submersions which destroyed the first and second Academies may have
been identical with that recorded on the opposite coast of Ceylon in the Mahavamsa Ch.
XXXI as having occurred in the reign of Kelani Tissa (cir. 200 BC) and which, according
to the Rajavaliya, destroyed “100,000 large towns, 970 fishers’ villages and 400 villages
inhabited by pearl fishers.” This may be deemed an exaggeration, but the Meridian of
Lanka of the Indian Astronomer, which was reputed to pass through Ravana’s ancient
capital in Ceylon, actually passes the Maldive Isles, quite 400 miles from the present
western limit of Ceylon. An earlier submersion in the reign of Panduwasa (cir. 500 BC),
is also recorded in the Rajavaliya.

Only the names of the poets of the first Academy and fragments of their works have
come down to us, and one whole work of the second Academy composed in the earlier
period, with extracts from a few works and the names of many others. The surviving
work, Tolkappiyam, is a standard work on Grammar (a term covering a much wider
range than in

Western languages) and supplanted the Agastiyam, the grammar of the first Academy.
The Tolkappiyam still holds a position of pre-eminent authority, and is of peculiar
interest to the antiquarian and historian by reason of the light it throws on the customs
and institutions of the ancient Tamil land. Many works of a high order of merit are
extant of the third Academy, including the well-known Kural of Tiruvalluvar (which has
been translated into many Western languages) and the poem Tiru-murukarrup-padai, a
translation of which is given in this book.

The author Nakkirar lived about the first century, and was a member of the third
Academy, which had its seat in the third Pandyan capital Madura, Ptolemy’s “royal
Modoura of Pandion” and still an important religious literary and commercial centre.
It was about this time that the first recorded embassy from the East reached imperial
Rome. It came from a king of this line and is referred to by a contemporary writer
Strabo (cir. 19 AD). In opening his account of India, he laments the scantiness of his
materials and the lack of intercommunication between India and Rome; so few Greeks,
and those but ignorant traders incapable of any just observation, had reached the Ganges,
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and from India but one embassy to Augustus, namely from one King Pandion or Porus
had visited Europe (Geog. Indica XV, C.I. 73 et seq.). The name Porus was apparently
a reminiscence from the expedition of Alexander the Great. The embassy to Augustus
Suetonious attributes to the fame of his moderation and virtue, which allured Indians and
Scythians to seek his alliance and that of the Roman people (Augustus, C. 21). Horace
alludes to it in more than one ode. Addressing

Augustus, he says,

Te Cantaber non ante domabihis

Medusque et indus, te profugus Scythes

Miratur, O tutela praesens

Italiae dominaque Romae  (Od. iv. 14).

“The Spanish tribes, unused to yield,

Mede, Indian, Scyth that knows no home

Acknowledge, Sword at once and Shield,

Of Italy and queenly Rome.”

A similar reference is made in the Ode to Jupiter (Od. 1.12).

The Tiru-murukARRup-paTai is a poem of the third Academy, and commences the
anthology known as the Ten Lyrics (pattup pATTu) and is in praise of god Muruka. It
belongs to a class of poems known in classic Tamil as ARRup paTai, literally “a guiding
or conducting”, from aru, way, and paTutu, to cause. Various kinds of this class of poem
are mentioned in the Tolkappiyam. A poet, musician, minstrel or dancer, on his way
home with gifts from a patron, would direct others to him and make it the occasion f or
singing his praise. Or, as in this poem, one who has received from his patron-god many
precious spiritual boons tells others of his good fortune -- and how they too may win it.

“If, striving for the wisdom that cometh of steadfastness in righteous deeds, thou with
pure heart fixed upon His feet desirest to rest there in peace, then by that sweet yearning
— the fruit of ancient deed — which spurneth all things else, thou wilt here now gain
thy goal.” (vv. 62-68).

This is the central idea of the poem. He is regarded as in his essence formless and
beyond speech and thought, but assuming forms to suit the needs of his votaries and
accepting their worship in whatever form, if only heartfelt. This is indeed the normal
Hindu attitude in religious matters and accounts for its infinite tolerance. All regions are
ways, short or long, to God. “The nameless, formless one we will call and worship by a
thousand names in chant and dance,” the Psalmist Manikkavachakar cries. God, under
whatever name or form sought, comes forward to meet the seeker and help his progress
onwards through forms suitable to his development. “They who worship other gods with
faith and devotion, they also worship me,” it is declared in the Bhagavad Gita (IX, 21).
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The merit claimed for the Hindu religious system is that it provides spiritual food and
help for the soul in every stage of its development; hence it is significantly called the
Ladder Way (Sopaana Maarga).

The God Muruka has many shrines and modes of worship. Some of them are described
in this poem, which thus serves, as its name indicates, as a “Guide to the Holy Muruka.”
The shrines are all in Tamil land. The first shrine mentioned is Tirupparankunram, a hill
about five miles southwest of Madura.

“He dwelleth gladly on the Hill west of the Clustered Towers — gates rid of battle,
for the foe hath been crushed and the ball and doll defiantly tied to the high flag-staff are
still — faultless marts, Lakshmi’s seats, streets of palaces.

“He dwelleth on the Hill where swarms of beauteous winged bees sleep on the rough
stalks of lotuses in the broad stretches of muddy fields; they blow at dawn round the
honeydripping neytal blooms and with the rising sun sing in the sweet flowers of the
pool as they open their eyes.” (vv. 67-77).

The other shrines specifically named are Alaivai (‘wave mouth’ v. 125), now known as
Tiruchendur, a shrine on the southern coast about 36 miles from Tinnevelly; Avinankudi
(v.176), now known as Palani Malai (Palani Hills), about the same distance from
Dindigul and a well-known hill station; Tiru-Erakam (v. 189), now called Swamimalai,
a hill about four miles from Kumbakonam. Each of the shrines with its appropriate
incidents and associations is the subject of a little picture-making a sort of cameo or
gem strung together in this poem forming a perfect whole (vv. 1-77, 78-125, 126-176,
177-189). Three of the shrines are situated amid mountains and forests, for they are
dear to Muruka. One section (vv. 190217) describes his “Sport on the mountains” and
another (v. 218 ad fin.) describes him as dwelling in “fruit groves” and worshipped by
forest tribes. The shrine of Kataragama is understood to be included in the last. The poet
enumerates many other places and ways in which the god manifests himself: festivals
accompanied with goat sacrifices and frenzied dancers, groves and woods, rivers and
lakes, islets, road-junctions, village-meetings, the kadamba tree (eugenia racemosa),
etc., and lastly wherever votaries seek him in prayer (vv. 218-225), recalling Jesus’
saying (Matth. XVIII, 20) “where two or three are assembled in my name, there am I in
the midst of them.”

Muruka would thus appear to be a deity in whom were amalgamated many legends
and traditions, many aspects of religion and modes of worship, primitive and advanced,
and to embody the Hindu ideal of God immanent in all things and manifesting himself
wherever sought with love.

Muruka means tender age and beauty and is often represented as the type of perennial
youth, sometimes as quite a child. There is in Vaithiswaran temple near Tanjore an
exquisite figure of the child-god. He is also worshipped in the form of a six-faced god,
the legendary origin of which form I have already given (pp. 115). Verses 90-118 describe
the part played by each face and each of his twelve arms and show that this form was a
personification of various divine aspects and powers.
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“One face spreadeth afar rays of light, perfectly lighting the world’s dense
darkness; one face graciously seeketh his beloved and granteth their prayers;
one face watcheth over the sacrificial rites of the peaceful ones who fail not in
the way of the Scriptures; one face searcheth and pleasantly expoundeth hidden
meanings, illumining every quarter like the moon; one face, with wrath mind
filling, equality ceasing, wipeth away his foes and celebrateth the battle sacrifice;
one face dwelleth smiling with slender waisted Vedda maid, pure-hearted Valli.”

He is thus worshipped as the god of wisdom by those who seek spiritual enlightenment,
as the god of sacrifice and, ritual by ritualists, as the god of learning by scholars, as the
giver of all boons, worldly and spiritual, to his devotees. In punishing the Titans, his
divine heart (according to the commentator) seemed for the moment to deviate from the
feeling of equality towards all his creatures. But the punishment was really an expression
of his fatherly love for his children. In the same way the wedding of Valli by the god was
to set to mankind a pattern of family life and duty.

End Notes

29 miles from Hambantota, 87 from Badulla and 10-1/2 from the nearest post town Tissamaharama:
situated on the left bank of the Menik Ganga, which rises in Maussagolla Estate, 13 miles from Badulla.

2The fifteen other sacred places are: 1. Mahiyangana (Bintenne in Uva on the right bank of the

Mahaweli Ganga), 2. Nagadipa (said to be in the Northern Province), 3. Kelaniya (near Colombo), 4. Sri
Pada (Adam’s Peak), 5. Divaguha (perhaps the same as Bhagava Lena near Adam’s Peak), 6. Dighflvapi
(Nakha Vihare in Batticaloa District near Sengapadi), 7. Mutiyangana (in Badulla town), 8. Tissamaharama
(in Hambantota District) with the six following places in Anuradhapura city, 9. Mahabodhi, 10, Mirisvetiya,
11. Ruwanveliseya, 12. Thuparama, 13. Abhayagiri, 14. Jetavana, and lastly 15. Selacetiya (at Mihintale
near Anuradhapura). 3

Ancumukan tOnRi IARumukan tOnRum Vencamari lancalena vVEREnRu — nenci LorukAninaikkil iruk Alun
tOnRum MurukAven RetuvAr mun 4 OrumurukAvenRennuLLankuLiravuvantuTanE VarumukAvenRu
vAyveru vAniRpak kaiyinnE TarumukAvenRu tAnpulam pAniRpat taiyanmunnE TirumukARRup
paTaiyuTanE varun cEvakanE 5

The Sanskrit epic Skanda Purana, which is said to contain a hundred thousand stanzas, has no existence
in a collective form. Fragments in shape of sanhitas, kandhas, mahatmyas are found in various parts of
India. The Tamil poem by Kachchiappa Swami of Kanchi is said to be based on the first six kandhas of the
Sivarahasya Kandha, the first of twelve sections of the Sankara Mahatmya of the Sanskrit epic, and is a work
of high literary merit, Wordsworthian in chaste, simplicity of style, but with an elevation and dignity rarely
attained by him. 6

There is trace of an earlier God than Uranus in the Woodpecker God Picus. See Aristophanes, Birds, 645
et seq. 7

The instruction, extending over many pages, ends thus: “The venerable Sanatkumara showed to

Narada, after his faults had been rubbed out, the other side of darkness. They, call Sanatkumara Skanda, yea,
Skanda they call him.” 8

Vincent Smith, Early History of India, p. 271. 9
Extracts from the burglar’s soliloquy:

“Here is a spot weakened by constant sun and sprinkling and eaten by saltpeter rot. And here is a pile of dirt
thrown up by a mouse. Now Heaven be praised! My venture prospers. This is the first sign of success for
Skanda’s sons. Now first of all, how shall I make the breach? The blessed Bearer of the Golden Lance has
prescribed four varieties of breach (here follows their description and the choice). I will make that... Praise
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to the boon conferring God, to Skanda of immortal youth! Praise to him, the Bearer of the Golden Lance, the
Brahmins’ God, the Pious! Praise to him, the Child of the Sun! Praise to him, the teacher of magic, whose
first pupil I am! For he found pleasure in me and gave me magic ointment,

With which so I anointed be,

No watchman’s eye my form shall see;

And edged sword that falls on me

From cruel wounds shall leave me free.” Act I1I. 10

Called Taraka by the Sanskrit poets, but Sura or Surapatuma by the Tamils, who give the name Taraka to a
younger brother. 11

The peacock is therefore a sacred bird in India (as in Egypt and Greece) — a fact, the ignorance of which
brings British sportsmen into collision with the people. 12

Perhaps I should say “Anacreontic”, for most of what has come down to us as “Anacreon” are imitations
that bear in the dialect the treatment of Eros as a frivolous fat boy, the personifications, the descriptions of
works of art the marks of a later age.

13 Yaazhpaana Vaipava Maalai (Brito. p. 11).
14 From Kandapuranam, CavaraNappaDalam, 20-21:

“In Saravanai’s waters her child’s six forms she (Uma) lovingly clasped with both arms and lifted and of his
six beauteous faces and twice six shoulders she made one form, she, the mistress of the triple world.

As the diverse energies of our Father, at the involution of all things, become one as before, so the twelve
forms of Gauri’s son became one and he received the name Kandan.” Uma is the consort of Siva and his
inseparable energy (sakti), through whom alone He (regarded as the absolute) acts. Joined to Sakti, Siva
becomes Sakta (i.e., able to act), without her he cannot even move, sings Sankaracharya in a famous hymn.

15 Kantazhi — oru paRRukkOTinRi aruvAkit tAnE niRkun tattuvankaTanta porul (naccinArkkiniyar).

16 Like most Ceylon Kings he was more of a Hindu than a Buddhist. An ancient MS account of Ridi Vihara,
which he built and endowed, states that on the occasion of its consecration he was accompanied thither by
500 Bhikkus (Buddhist monks) and 1,500 Brahmins versed in the Vedas (See paper read at the R.A.S.B.
in June, 1923 on “Palm Leaf MSS. in Ridi Vihara”). Throughout Ceylon history, the court religion was
Hinduism, and its ritual and worship largely alloyed and affected the popular Buddhism and made it very
unlike the religion of the Buddha.

17 He had for over a year been residing in Colombo in order to complete an elaborate trust deed in respect
of the temples and lands in his charge. This deed he executed on 9th March, 1898 (No. 2317, J. Caderman,
N.P.). Its preamble gives the history of his long connection with the temple and the nature of the succession
from of old.

18 My grandfather A. Coomara Swami, Raja Vasal Mudaliyar, of the Governor’s Gate and member of the
Legislative Council on its first establishment (representing there till his death the Tamils and Muhammadans
of'this Island), under the orders of the Governor and Commander-in-Chief General Brownrigg, escorted the
King and his Queens to Colombo (then a very arduous journey) and had charge of the arrangements for their
stay here and their embarkation for India. In the year 1890 at Tanjore, in the Madras Presidency, I had the
honour of being presented to the last surviving queen of

Kandy. In spite of very straitened circumstances, she maintained the traditions and ceremonial of a Court.
Speaking from behind a curtain, she was pleased to welcome me and to express her appreciation of services
rendered to her family since their downfall. A lineal descendant of the Kings of Ceylon held, till a few years
ago, a clerkship in the Registrar-General’s department, a living testimony to the revolutions of the wheel of
fortune.

19 See also his petition to the Government Agent, Uva, 23rd August 1897, where most of the facts are
recorded. I am indebted to the Government Agent, Uva, for access to the document.

20 Alutnuwara Deiyyo, represented in the procession, according to Knox, by a painted stick.
21 The Kataragam God and the Goddess Pattini.

22 Compare the mystic chest employed in the celebration of the mysteries of Dionysus.
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A Star from the East an Appreciation of the
Bhagavad Gita

Juvan Mascaro

Juvan Mascaro, (1987 - 1987) a Spanish scholar and a well-known translator, came
to Parameswara College at the request of Sir Pon. Ramanathan and served as a Vice
Principal there from 1931 -1933. He mastered the Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita and
Dhammapada and translated them into English. This article is an excellent testimony
of his sound knowledge on the Bhagavad Gita'

- Editor

.

In the Scriptures of the world we find words of Eternity: they are beyond a past
or a future, and instead of growing old they get life from the life of centuries. In sci-
ence we build on the work of the past: we can speak of a progress in science. But in
art and literature, in wisdom and spiritual vision we cannot speak of a progress as
obvious as the progress in science. This is why we go to the Scriptures and words of
wisdom of the past. New visions can follow old visions with the unfolding of man’s
evolution; and these illumine his path and their music is the song of his journey.

In the Scriptures of ancient India we find a spiritual humanism: it was not based
on man alone, but on the Spirit of God in man. We see it at its highest in the gospels
of the Upanishads; and in the words of the Bhagavad Gita.

What is the central idea of the Upanishads? It is an affirmation, the supreme
affirmation of a Spirit in the universe abiding in man as the very essence of his
consciousness and life. That Spirit is called Brahman. Its three characteristics are
pure being, pure consciousness and pure joy. We are in the regions of idealism. Only
the Spirit of the Universe truly is: all comes from Him.

The most sacred word in the Upanishads is OM. One of its meanings is an affirmation:
YES. As in the ‘I AM’ of the Old Testament, man found faith in a positive element in
the Universe. The essence of all that which lies within the range of vision and beyond
our mortal eyes is positive, not negative. It is a YES. At the other side of the scale of
values there is a negation. It is NA, ‘no. When the sage is asked if God is this or that
he answers ‘neti, neti’, ‘not this, not this’ He is beyond.

What is the Spirit? The Kena Upanishad answers:

‘What cannot be spoken with words, but whereby words are spoken. Know that
alone to be Brahman, the Spirit; and not what people here adore.

‘What cannot be thought with the mind, but whereby the mind can think. Know
that alone to be Brahman, the Spirit; and not what people here adore’.
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Where is the Spirit? The answer is given in the same Upanishad: ‘He is seen in
Nature in the wonder of a flash of lightning. He comes to the soul in the wonder of
a flash of vision’.

What is the nature of that Spirit? In the Mundaka Upanishad we find: “There the
sun shines not, nor the moon, nor the stars: lightnings shine not there and much less
earthly fire. From His light all these give light; and His radiance illumines all creation’.

How can man become conscious of that Spirit?

‘He is known in the ecstasy of an awakening’ says the Kena Upanishad. And in the
Chandogya Upanishad we find these words of cosmic greatness:

“There is a Light that shines beyond all things on earth, beyond us all, beyond the
heavens, beyond the highest, the very highest heavens. This is the Light that shines
in our heart’. 3.13.7

“There is a bridge between time and Eternity; and this bridge is Atman, the Spirit
in man. Neither day nor night cross that bridge, nor old age, nor death nor sorrow.

‘Evil or sin cannot cross that bridge, because the world of the Spirit is pure. This
is why when this bridge has been crossed, the eyes of the blind can see, the wounds
of the wounded are healed, and the sick man becomes whole from his sickness.

“To one who goes over that bridge, the night becomes like unto day; because in
the worlds of the Spirit there is a Light which is ever- lasting’. 8.4.1

The light of the Upanishads became life and love in the Bhagavad Gita. From the
silence of the mountains, or from the soul-stirring dia- logues between seers and
kings who were saints, we come down to to our world of men, the world of daily
work and struggle, of joys and sorrows, of forgetfulness and remembrance, and of
relations with other men and women, with other wanderers on the common pil-
grimage of life. In the Upanishads we have words of light for a few. In the Bhagavad
Gita we hear words of life and love for all.

There is, however, a radiance in the centre of the Gita that reminds us of the light
of the soul in the Upanishads. It is wisdom, supreme wisdom, JNANA, seen by true
philosophers, those whom Plato calls ‘lovers of the vision of Truth’. For the Bhagavad
Gita, this JNANA, spiritual wisdom, spiritual vision, is in truth the Light of God:

‘Even as burning fire burns all fuel into ashes, the fire of wisdom burns into ashes
all works’. 4.37

Here the light of wisdom becomes the fire of purification; and then all work is
done in wisdom, the selfishness of actions is burnt, and any- thing done becomes a
holy offering.

Later on we are told of a darkness that covers the light of wisdom, but:
“Those who work through wisdom for the destruction of ignor- ance, in them

wisdom shines like the sun, and in its light they see the Supreme’. 5.16
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When later on we behold the field of life, even as Arjuna was be- holding the
battle-field of Kuru-kshetra, we hear that:

“There is a Light of all lights that shines beyond all darkness. It is wisdom, seen
by wisdom, the end of wisdom, that lives in the heart of all’. 13.17

And when Arjuna hears from Krishna of that pageantry of great- ness thatin some
measure reflects the divine being he hears these words:

‘Know thou that whatever is beautiful and good, whatever has glory and power
is only a portion of my own radiance’. 10.41

The light of Krishna that shines in the Bhagavad Gita is the light of Brahman in the
Upanishads; and in their greatest prayer we hear: ‘From darkness lead me to Light.

Whilst JNANA, the light of the Spirit, shines in the very centre of the Bhagavad
Gita, we find that it is love, BHAKT], that transforms light into life. And Bhakti, love,
is the bond of union between man and his God. Socrates tells us that love is the
messenger between the gods and man. In the words of St. John of the Cross: ‘Itis love
alone that unites the soul with God’. Saint Teresa in her homely way says that ‘What
matters is not to think much, but to love much’, - No esta la cosa en pensar mucho,
sino en amar mucho - ; but she also says that ‘The love of God must not be built up
in our imagination, but must be tried by works’. These words are in the spirit of the
Bhagavad Gita.

It is interesting to consider the different ways how the gospels of Christianity
and the gospel of the Bhagavad Gita deliver their spiritual message. The Gospels are
more dramatic and human: the Gita is more lyrical and philosophical. In the Gospels
we have life. From the mysterious kings of the East who, led by a star, went to adore
the child who was born from Mary, up to the Roman centurion who saw the cosmic
tragedy of the death of Jesus on the cross and who said “Truly this man is the son of
God’, we have a unique variety of men and women. We see them in their daily life and
in their home sur- roundings, yet all of them in relation to the central divine person
of Jesus the Christ. Jesus says ‘I am the way’, he calls himself the son of God, and by
adding that the Father and the Son are one he implies that he is God. He never says ‘I
am God’ or ‘[ am the Father’; but he does say that ‘He that hath seen me hath seen the
Father’. In his human nature he is a man amongst men and he prays to the Father of
us all. He implies that he is an incarnation of God on earth; but this supreme spiritual
fact is left in the borderland of mystery wherein the soul can wander in meditation.

Because of his historical vagueness, the Krishna of the Bhagavad Gita lives all
the time in the borderland of spiritual mystery. He affirms that the Eternal in man
and the Eternal in the universe are one, that Atman and Brahman are one. He also
affirms that the Highest in the Universe is revealed in him, in a man, in Krishna; and
that the revelation of the Eternal in man takes place in time, in man’s history; and
we hear the voice of Krishna:
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‘Although I am unborn, everlasting, and I am the Lord of all, I come to my realm
of nature and through my wondrous power I am born.

‘When righteousness is weak and faints and unrighteousness exults in pride then
my Spirit arises on earth.

‘For the salvation of those who are good, for the destruction of evil in men, for the
fulfilment of the kingdom of righteousness, I come to the world in the ages that pass.

‘He who knows my birth as God and, who knows my sacrifice, when he leaves his
mortal body, goes no more from death to death, for he in truth comes to me.

‘How many have come to me, trusting in me, filled with my Spirit, in peace from
passions and fears and anger, made pure by the fire of wisdom!

‘In any way that men love me in that same way they find my love: for many are
the paths of men, but they all in the end come to me’. 4.6-11

The identification of Krishna with the Highest is found in his own words: ‘Nothing
is higher than I. All things have their peace in me like rows of pearls in a necklace’.
7.7. Arjuna says “Thou art all’; but if we mean by pantheism ‘a doctrine that God is
everything and every- thing is God’ the doctrine of the Gita is not pantheistic. Krishna
says: ‘All this universe of things that are seen comes from me, whose form is unseen.
All beings have their roots in me; but my roots are not in them’. 9.4. In a verse already
quoted he says: ‘Know thou that what- ever is beautiful and good, whatever has glory
and power, is only a portion of my own radiance’. 10.41

Krishna is a God of Love; and he tells Arjuna that because he loved him he has
seen him: ‘Not by the Vedas, or an austere life, or gifts to the poor; or ritual offerings
can I be seen as thou hast seen me. Only by love can men see me, and know me, and
come unto me’. 11.53-54

Before the end of the poem Arjuna is told that there is a love supreme. This love
is the reward of a pure mind beyond the storms of human passions; and it gives to
man the vision of the Supreme. The vision is the grace of God; but we are left with
the suggestion that the grace of God is the reward of the love of man.

And the voice of Krishna in the Bhagavad Gita sounds like the voice of Jesus: ‘Tam
in the heart of all: if a man loves me, whereso- ever he may abide, this man abideth
in me’. 6.31. Later, in the centre of the poem, we hear again eternal words: ‘This is
my word of promise, that he who loveth me shall not perish’ 9.31

We find spiritual light and love in the Bhagavad Gita; but there is far more. In
the history of human thought we find in the Gita the seeds that later on grew into
the great philosophical systems of ancient India: the poetical Vedanta, the scientific
Samkhya, the psychological Yoga. There is a deep power of thought in the Bhagavad
Gita, be- sides spiritual experience; and it can soar into metaphysical specu- lations
that rank amongst the highest ever reached by man. This is why this wonderful poem
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gives never ending food for thought, whilst the Love that in it is found can move the
heart of a child and the mind of the greatest thinker.

The Bhagavad Gita is above all, however, a book of Light and of Love; and also a
book of Life. Spiritual men of all times have spoken of the Spirit as Life. They have
felt a new light in their minds and a new love in their hearts, and their life has been
a new life. In their souls has taken place a death and a resurrection.

The word perhaps most used in the Gita is KARMA, and Karma first of all means
work, and work is life. The love that we find in the centre of the Gita can lead to
light or can lead to life: to a life of work in love. We all have to die our death, and we
all have to die alone: no one can die for us when the final moment has come. In the
same way, we all have to live our life, and we have to live alone: no one can live our
inner life for us. In our secret inner life we can, however, walk on the path that leads
to bondage or on the path of liberation. We thus hear in the Bhagavad Gita the voice
of an inner God that says:

‘Offer to me all thy works and rest thy mind on the Supreme. Be free from vain
hopes and selfish thoughts, and with inner peace fight thou thy fight’. 3.30. And later
on: ‘Whatever you do, or eat, or give, or offer in adoration, or sacrifice in austerity, do
it, Arjuna, as an offering to me’. 9.27. It is the same voice of Paul to the Corinthians:

‘Whether therefore ye cat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of
God’ I Cor. 10.31

In harmony with the sublime idea that all our work in life should be an offering
and a prayer to the Highest, we have in the Bhagavad Gita the idea of human duty. In
the eyes of God nothing is too humble, nothing is too great. Salvation is for all when
our work is done in the Highest:

And do thy duty, even if it be humble, rather than another’s, eve if it be great. To
die in one’s duty is life: to live in another’s is death’. 3.35

The sense of one’s own duty must come from one’s own inner light, as it is beautifully
expressed in a prayer of Ramanuja, the medieval Indian mystic and thinker:

‘Grant me, O Lord, the grace of service, of service in Love and in Thee’.

The place given to reason in the Gita is very high, since reason is the touchstone
of our ideas. One of the most interesting doctrines implied in the Gita, and one that
should greatly appeal to the modern mind, is that we are not to do what the Gita says
if at any time it contradicts our higher reason. It not only says ‘Come unto me as a
refuge’, 18.66; but it also says ‘Go and take refuge in reason’, 11.49, meaning thereby
that the light of the highest reason is also the light of God. But nothing could be further
from the spirit of the Gita than a mere intellectual conception of life. Divisions which
are indispensable for scientific thinking become dangerous when applied to life:
division may be- come disunion, and life is much more than a scientific study of life.
The botanist and the poet may both be looking at a flower; but the poet sees it not
in his mind alone: he sees it in his heart. And thus Wordsworth could say:
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“To me the meanest flower that blows can give
Thoughts that do often lie too deep for tears’.

Before we have grammar we must have living words; and before we have theology
we must have spiritual experience: before we have an interpretation of life we must
have life.

The central idea of the Bhagavad Gita is harmony: between man and God, between
man and man, between man and nature, between the higher and the lower in man.
The Bhagavad Gita is itself a harmony of light, and love and of life. This is so perfect
in the poem that according to the temperament of the reader he may stress one of
the three, and not see that the three are in One.

The Gita calls us to a life of inner heroism. The passions must be the servants of
the soul, even as the soul must be the servant of God. There is a peace that can face
life and death and that soars like an eagle over the commotions and passions of the
sea of life. A strong will is deep and silent. Once the mind is set on the Highest it must
never go back. We are thus told that “The mind that has resolution is one’, 2.41; and
“The man who doubts has neither this world nor the world to come’, 4.40. In the
powerful words of Jesus: ‘No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking
back, is fit for the kingdom of God..

The path of the Gita is the middle way, the ‘narrow way, which leadeth unto life’.
In the words of the Katha Upanishad, the path is ‘narrow as the edge of a razor’. On
one side of the middle way we have the path of the fanatic, and on the other the
path of the man who doubts. They are wide paths: it is easy to fall into fanaticism
or into indifference. The path of man of Europe in the past has often been the path
of fanaticism; and now it is often the path of indifference. It is easy to be a man who
doubts and has no faith, or to be a fanatic who has no doubts at all. A faith that allows
the full play of reason, that indeed tells us that we must take refuge in reason as much
as in God, is rare. This is the faith of the Bhagavad Gita.

The God of the Gita wants us to take hold of life and not life to take hold of us.
The Yoga of the Gita is a communion of love, but it is also a life of harmony. Such a
life has its roots in Eternity: in such a life there is inner peace. The seer of the Spirit
is able to take hold of life. In the words of the Upanishads ‘He is not moved by evil:
he removes evil. He is not burned by sin: he burns all sin. And he goes beyond evil,
beyond passions and beyond doubts, for he sees the Eternal’. Brih. Up. 4.3.

According to the Gita, the fight for the spiritual Yoga, if it is felt to be a fight by the
yearning soul, must take place with inner peace, ‘vigata-jvarah’ 3.30, when ‘one’s fever
is gone’. The practice of the spiritual Yoga follows therefore the laws of all practice:
we learn to run by running, to write by writing, to love by loving. Concentration,
meditation and contemplation are learnt by practice. Teachers may help us or hinder
us: books may lead us to the right path or may mis- lead us. This is why the Gita
places experience above theory:
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‘When thy mind leaves behind its dark forest of delusion thou shalt go beyond
the Scriptures of times past and still to come.

‘When thy mind that now is wavering in the contradictions of many Scriptures,
shall rest unshaken in divine contemplation, then the goal of Yoga is thine’. 2.52-53

The Yoga of the Gita is not a science but an art, and in art there is always love.
Modern man likes to speak of ‘controlling nature’, in- stead of loving nature, and of
helping nature to fulfil itself into per- fection. A mere scientific study of man and
nature will never under- stand nature and man.

It is obvious that there is a great disproportion in our modern world between
the scientific progress of man and his moral and spiritual pro- gress: man becomes
master of nature, but not master of himself. And unless man is master of himself he
cannot be the servant of God.

The man who is master of himself is described in soul-stirring words by Hamlet:
‘Since my dear soul was mistress of her choice,

And could of men distinguish, her election

Hath seal’d thee for herself: for thou hast been

As one, in suffering all, that suffers nothing;

A man that fortune’s buffets and rewards

Hast ta’en with equal thanks: and blest are those
Whose blood and judgement are so well commingled,
That they are not a pipe for fortune’s finger

To sound what stop she please. Give me that man

That is not passion’s slave, and [ will wear him

In my heart’s core, ay, in my heart of heart,

As1do thee’ Hamlet I11.2

Such a man indeed has power. [s this power at the service of his God, of the Highest
he sees in himself? Or is it at the service of his selfishness? There are bound to be
different visions in different men; and good men may have opposite opinions on
the same subject. There are bound to be different ways of life; and on the path of
life men may find themselves in the way of each other. But it is love that resolves all
discordance, as Thomas A Kempis so beautifully says: ‘Magna res est amor, magnum
omnino bonum; quod solum leve facit omne onerosum: et fert aequaliter omne
inaequale’, - ‘Love is a great thing, ever a great good: alone, it makes light everything
heavy; and it bears evenly all that is uneven'’.

We thus find in the Bhagavad Gita that light and love are inter- woven with life:
the mastery of one’s own self through prayer and meditation is only a means to the
vision of the Highest, not an end in itself. And it is a means to help the soul to be
filled with love. The harmony of light, love and life is perhaps found at its highest
in the VI Chapter of the Bhagavad Gita. Let us quote 32 verses, even if this means a
long quotation:
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‘He who works not for an earthly reward, but does the work to be done, he is a
Sanyasi, he is a Yogi: not he who lights not the sacred fire or offers not the holy sacrifice.

‘Because the Sanyasi of renunciation is also the Yogi of holy work; and no man
can be a Yogi who surrenders not his earthly will.

‘When the sage climbs the heights of Yoga he follows the path of work; but when
he reaches the heights of Yoga he is in the land of peace.

‘And he reaches the heights of Yoga when he surrenders his earthly will: when he is
not bound by the world of his senses, and when he is not bound by his earthly works.

‘Arise therefore! And with the help of thy Spirit lift up thy soul: allow not thy soul
to fall. For thy soul can be thy friend, and thy soul can be thine enemy.

“The soul of a man is his friend when by the Spirit he has con- quered his soul;
but when a man is not lord of his soul then this be- comes his own enemy.

‘When his soul is in peace he is in peace, and then his soul is in God. In cold or in
heat, in pleasure or pain, in glory or disgrace, he is ever in Him.

‘When, happy with vision and wisdom, he is master of his own inner life, his soul
sublime set on high, then he is called a Yogi in harmony. To him gold or stones or
earth are one.

‘He has risen on the heights of his soul. And in peace he beholds relatives,
companions and friends, those impartial or indifferent or who hate him: he sees
them all with the same inner peace.

‘Day after day, let the Yogi practise the harmony of soul: in a secret place, in deep
solitude, master of his mind, hoping for nothing, desiring nothing.

‘Let him find a place that is pure and a seat that is restful, neither too high nor
too low, with sacred grass and a skin and a cloth thereon.

‘On that seat let him rest and practise Yoga for the purification of the soul: with
the life of his body and mind in peace; his soul in silence before the One.

‘With upright body, head, and neck, which rest still and move not; with inner gaze
which is not restless, but rests still between the eye- brows; with soul in peace, and
all fear gone, and strong in the vow of holiness, let him rest with mind in harmony,
his soul on Me, his God supreme.

“The Yogi who, lord of his mind, ever prays in this harmony of soul, attains the
peace of Nirvana, the peace supreme that is in Me.

‘Yoga is a harmony. Not for him who eats too much, or for him who eats too little;
not for him who sleeps too little, or for him who sleeps too much.

‘A harmony in eating and resting, in sleeping and keeping awake: a perfection in
whatever one does. This is the Yoga that gives peace from all pain.
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‘When the mind of the Yogi is in harmony and finds rest in the Spirit within, all
restless desires gone, then he is a Yukta, one in God.

“Then his soul is a lamp whose light is steady, for it burns in a shelter where no
winds come.

‘When the mind is resting in the stillness of the prayer of Yoga, and by the grace
of the Spirit sees the Spirit and therein finds fulfilment; then the seeker knows the
joy of Eternity: a vision seen by reason far beyond what senses can see. He abides
therein and moves not from Truth.

‘He has found joy and Truth, a vision for him supreme. He is there- in steady: the
greatest pain moves him not.

‘In this union of Yoga there is liberty: a deliverance from the oppression of pain.
This Yoga must be followed with faith, with a strong and courageous heart.

‘When all desires are in peace and the mind, withdrawing within, gathers the
multitudinous straying senses into the harmony of recol- lection, then, with reason
armed with resolution, let in quietness the seeker lead the mind into the Spirit, and
let all his thoughts be silence.

‘And whenever the mind unsteady and restless strays away from the Spirit, let
him ever and for ever lead it again to the Spirit.

“Thus joy supreme comes to the Yogi whose heart is still, whose passions are
peace, who is pure from sin, who is one with Brahman, with God.

“The Yogi who pure from sin ever prays in this harmony of soul soon feels the joy
of Eternity, the infinite joy of union with God.

‘He sees himself in the heart of all beings and he sees all beings in his heart. This
is the vision of the Yogi in harmony, a vision which is ever one.

‘And when he sees Me in all and he sees all in Me, then [ never leave him and he
never leaves Me.

‘He who in this oneness of love, loves me in whatever he sees, wherever this many
may live, in truth this man lives in Me..

‘And he is the greatest Yogi he whose vision is ever one: when the pleasure and
pain of others is his own pleasure and pain.’ VI. 1-32

These great words are lamps of fire that burn to the glory of God. The spiritual
words that we find in the Scriptures and books of wisdom of the world illumine one
another. In them we find the cosmic greatness of Hinduism, the vast moral issues
of Zoroaster, the joy of reason in Truth of Buddha, the spiritual victory of Jainism,
the law of love and infinite deep simplicity of Tao, the practical spiritual wisdom of
Confucius, the poetry of Shinto, the concentration in the one God of Israel, the white
radiance of Eternity of Christianity, the glory of God of Islam.
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The Bhagavad Gita is one of the most universal of the books of Light. To those who
want thought it gives thought; to those who want love it gives love; to all it gives a life
lived in the good and the beautiful, and the highest of all possessions, the possession
of oneself. It goes beyond the infinite variety of life, and in a vision serene sees the
oneness of this stupendous poem of the universe. It is the vision of Dante when at
the end of his inner pilgrimage he could say in his Paradiso:

‘Nel suo profondo vidi che s’interna,
legato con amore in un volume,
cio che per 'universo si squaderna.

La forma universal di questo nodo
creo ch’io vidi, perche piu di largo,
dicendo questo, mi sento ch’io godo’.

‘Within its deep infinity [ saw ingathered and bound by love in one volume, all
the scattered leaves of the universe.

“The universal form of this complex whole I think that I saw, be- cause as I say
this I feel my joy increasing’.

It is the supreme vision of the Bhagavad Gita when Arjuna sees the Oneness of
the universe, and the poem sings:

‘If the light of a thousand suns suddenly arose in the sky, that splen- dour might
be compared to the radiance of the Supreme Spirit. And Arjuna saw in that radiance
the whole universe in its variety, standing in a vast unity in the body of the God of
gods’ 11.12-13

This vision of universal oneness may still be far from us, as it is the end of the
journey; but if the sun of Love shines in our souls partial visions of beauty shall be
ours. In them divisions disappear: we see people and things in our hearts, and we
love them and they give us their love. The Bhagavad Gita, this song of Life and of
Love, can help us in our wandering; because the Bhagavad Gita is not a book: it is a
Spirit. In the darkness of our night it is a star that comes from the East leading us
unto the light of a new morning.

To which I may add: that the star that comes from the East may also come from
the West. It comes from that region of Glory where there is neither East nor West.
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—KESSINGER'S RARE REPRINTS—

‘The Spirit Of The East Contrasted
With The Spirit Of The West

ALecture
(1906)
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ellumgiD
NAME/DEPARTMENT

TOTAL
V.C’S OFFICE
PROF.(MISS).V.ARASRATNAM 67,000.00
MISS.S.SENATHIRAJAH 5,000.00
MR.M.SARAVANAN 1,000.00
MR.S.NISHANTHAN 1,000.00
HISTORY -
PROF.SATHIASEELAN.S 50,000.00
PROF.KRISHNARAIJH.S 50,000.00
PROF.PUSHPARATNAM.P 50,000.00
MISS.A.SASIKARAN 10,000.00
MRS.A.SUGANTHAN 19,000.00
MRS.ARULANANTHAM.S 50,000.00
PROF.ARUNTHAVARAJAH.K 60,000.00
MISS. VEERASINGAM. S. 40,000.00
MR.RANJAN.A. 2,000.00
MRS.NISHANTHAN.K. 2,000.00
MRS.SAJITHARAN.S. 12,000.00
MIIS.SASIKARAN.A 10,000.00
MRS.T.DINESHAN 5,000.00
MS.S.PUVANATHAS 5,000.00
GEOGRAPHY -
PROF.RAJESWARAN.B 50,000.00
PROF.SUTHAKAR.K 75,000.00
DR(MRS).UTHAYARASA.S 100,000.00
MRS.VIPULAN.P 60,000.00
MR.RAVEENTHIRAN.S 50,000.00
DR.PIRATHEEPARAJAH.N 50,000.00
MR.KAPILAN.S 50,000.00
MR.S.THASARATHAN 30,000.00
MR.PATHMANATHAN.P 5,000.00

269



MRS.MAWLEEESAN.N.
MISS.PONNAIAH.B.
MISS.BALACHANDRAN.C.
DR.A.ANTONYRAJAN
MR.S.RAVI

MR.R THANUSHAN

HINDU CIVILIZATION

MR T.SELVAMANOHARAN
PROFVEDANATHAN.M
PROF.(MRS).PAVANESAN.V
DR(MRS).SRIMURALEETHARAN.S
MR.CHANDRASEKARAM.P
MR. RAMANARAJAH. S.
PROF.MUHUNTHAN.S.
MISS.T.PERANANTHAM

MRS. NAACHIYAR SELVANAYAGAM
MRS.LINGKESH.S.
EDUCATION
PROF.(MRS).SATHIASEELAN.A
PROF.(MRS).RASANAGAM.J
DR.NITHLAVARNAN.A

MR. SATHIYAKUMAR.M
DR.VIJAYABASKAR V.
MR.SHARVESWARA R.
MR.I.SARVESWARAN
ECONOMICS
MRS.RAVISHANKAR.V
MR.UTHAYAKUMAR.S.S
PROR.VIJAYAKUMAR.S
PROFR.SANTHIRASEKARAM.S
MR.KOVENTHAN.S.
MR.L.REGINOLD
PHILOSOPHY

PROF. GNANAKUMARAN. N.
MRS T.GORDEN
DR.KAJAVINTHAN.K
MRS.RAJKUMAR.A
MR.SIVAKARAN.N
MRS.SIVAKARAN.M
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2,500.00
25,000.00
25,000.00

1,000.00

3,000.00
10,000.00
20,000.00
52,000.00
50,000.00

103,000.00
61,000.00
70,000.00
75,000.00

5,000.00

5,000.00

5,000.00

100,000.00
50,000.00
40,000.00
30,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00

100,000.00
70,000.00
72,000.00
70,000.00
80,000.00

5,000.00

2,000.00
50,000.00
20,000.00
60,000.00
45,000.00
65,000.00
35,000.00



MR.S.NIROSAN
MR.T.THILEEPAN
LINGUSTIC
MISS.S.SRIKANTHARAJAH
MRS.SRISATKUNARAJAH.S
MR.WIMAL.S

MISS. MOHAN. S.
MRS.S.SENTHURAN
DR(MRS).YOHARATNAM.V.S.
MRS.NAVAKULAN.K.
MRS.KARTHIKEYAN.S.
E.LT.U

MRS.RAVINDRAN.S
DR.SARAVANAPAVAIYER
DR.SUNTHARESAN.V
DR.RASAKUMARAN.A
MISS. SUNTHERALINGAN. T.
DR.K.SIVAJI
DR.K.SANMUGANATHAN
MR.V.PARANTHAMAN
DR.S.K.KANNATHAS
DR.T.KARUNAKARAN
MR.T.ARUNAKIRINATHAN
MRS.I.THANUSIYAN
MR.K.PARAMALINGAM
MRS.S.RAJASHANTHAN
DR.K.SHARIGANESHAN
MRS.S.JANARTHTHAN
MR.M.SULAXSHAN
MR.K.NITHTHIYANANTHAN
FINE ARTS
DR.KRISHNAVENY.A.N.(MRS)
DR.RATHITHARAN.K
PROF.SANATHANAN.T
MR.AHILAN.P

DR.(MRS).KARUNAHARAN.N.

MRS.STEPHAN.K.
MISS.RASAN.T.
DR.K.SITHAMPARANATHAN
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35,000.00
15,000.00
10,000.00
50,000.00
42,000.00
25,000.00
20,000.00
25,000.00
30,000.00
10,000.00
25,000.00
50,000.00
50,000.00
40,000.00
20,000.00
10,000.00
5,000.00
1,000.00
5,000.00
24,000.00
1,000.00
500.00
500.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
500.00
500.00
25,000.00
15,000.00
25,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
4,000.00
4,000.00
5,000.00



MRS.T.AINGARAN

POLITICAL SCIENCE
PROF.MANIVASAGAR.AV
MISS.T.NARENDRANATHAN
MR.THIRUCHCHENTHURAN.S
MR.VIGNESWARAN.T
PROF.GANESHALINGAM.K.T.
MR.SIVARUBAN.M.
MISS.PATHMANATHAN.V.
DR.PUSHPARAJAH.N
MRS.GUGATHASAN.J.

LAW

MRS. SAYANTHAN. T
MRS.PAKEERATHAN.V.
MRS.MATHAN.K.
MISS.BAKKIYANATHAN.S.
MISS.THAMBAIYA.N.
SOCIOLOGY
DR.SRIKANTHAN.S
MR.RAJESHKANNAN.R
MR.SIVAKANTHAN.S
MR.SASIKUMAR K.
DR.JEEVASUTHAN.S.
MR.BASKARAN.N
DEAN/MANAGEMENT& COM
MR. NAGA JEYAKUMARAN.. K.

MRS.GARIGARAGANAPATHY.N.

MR.SURESHKUMAR.I.
MR.KOGULAN.T.
MR.SIYANTHAN.K.
MR.THINESH.R
MR.KIRUPATHIRAN.T.
MR.JATHEESHAN.T.
MR.ACHCHUTHAN.Y.
ACCOUNTING
MR.ARULVEL.K.K
PROFVELNAMPY.T
MR.BALAPUTHIRAN.S
MRS.MURALEETHARAN.P
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5,000.00
50,000.00
20,000.00
40,000.00
35,000.00
25,000.00

1,000.00

1,000.00

7,000.00

7,000.00
45,000.00

1,000.00
15,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
50,000.00
40,000.00
30,000.00

2,000.00

5,000.00
10,000.00
50,000.00

3,000.00

1,000.00

5,000.00

5,000.00

1,000.00

5,000.00

2,000.00

5,000.00
50,000.00
50,000.00
25,000.00
33,000.00



DR.SRITHARAN.V
PROF.NIMALATHASAN.B
PROF.PRATHEEPKANTH.P
MR.A.AJANTHAN
DR.RAMESH.S.

MR.ANOJAN.V.
MISS.RAJAKULANAJAGAM.N.
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
DR.(MRS).ANANDASAYANAN.S
DR.(MRS).THEVANANTH.J
PROFVIJAYAKUMAR.R
PROF.(MRS).YOGENTHIRASA.R
DR. (MRS).BALAGOBELS
DR.SUBRAMANIAM.V.A.
MR.PRATHEEPAN.R.
PROF.(MRS).KENGATHARAN.L.
MRS.PRATHEESH.T.
MRS.DIMON FORD.J.S
HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
MRS.SIVASKARAN.T
PROF.(MRS).RAVEENDRAN.T
MRS.RAVEESWARAN.M
DR.SARAVANABAWAN.A
PROF.THEVARAJAH.K
PROF.(MRS).MAHENTHIRAN ALOYSIUS S.M.C
PROF.KENGATHARAN.N

MR. MAYURAN. L.
MR.PRATHEES.T.
MISS.YOGESWARAN.T.
MRS.MITHULAN.R.
MRS.NIROJAN.J.
MRS.KARTHIKAIBALAN.K.
MARKETING

MR.RATNAM.E

DR.M. Karunanithy
DR.RAJUMESH.S
PROF.(MRS).SANMUGATHAS.S
PROF.S.SIVESHAN
MR.KUMARADEEPAN.V
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45,000.00
50,000.00
50,000.00
30,000.00
10,000.00

3,000.00

5,000.00
35,000.00
40,000.00
60,000.00
55,000.00
45,000.00
15,000.00

5,000.00

5,000.00
45,000.00

5,000.00
75,000.00
75,000.00
50,000.00
55,000.00
50,000.00
75,000.00
75,000.00
60,000.00

2,500.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00

5,000.00
50,000.00
50,000.00
90,000.00
40,000.00
25,000.00
50,000.00



DR.(MRS).SANGARATHAS.D.
MATHS & STATS

MRS. SHANMUGANATHAN. G.
PROF.SRISATKUNARAJAH.S
MRS.SATKUNANATHAN.N
MR.LAHEETHARAN.A
DR.PRASANTHAN.R

MFR. MATHANARANJAN. T.
DR.KEETHESAN.B
MR.KHOKULAN.M
MR.SELVARAJAN.S
MR.MURALEETHARAN.B
DR.K.KANNAN
DR.S.ARUMAIRAJAN
MR.ANNANTHAKRISHNA.M
MR.KOKULABALAN.K.
DR.ARIVALZAHAN.S.
PROFVIGNESWARAN.R.
MR.KAJENDRAN.J.
MRS.DUWARAHAN.J.
MR.N.VARATHAN
MRS.KANTHARUBAN.N.
PHYSICS
PROF.KANDASAMY.K
PROF.RAVIRAJAN.P
DR.(MISS). UBEENTHIRAN. S.
DR. PATHMATHAS. T.

DR. THEVAKARAN. A.

MR. PRASANTHAN. K.

MR. SENTHURAN. S.

PROF. VIGNAROOBAN. K.
Mr.M Thanihaichelvan
MR.SASIRUBAN.A.
MR.PIRABAKARAN.T.
MR.MATHIAMUTHAN.T.
MR.JEYASEELAN.K.
MR.THUSHYANTHAN.K.
MRS.AYNKARATHEEPAN.T.
MR.MOHANARAMANAN.T.

5,000.00
10,000.00
1,100,000.00
75,000.00
85,000.00
75,000.00
50,000.00
70,000.00
55,000.00
75,000.00
25,000.00
40,000.00
60,000.00
25,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
100,000.00
1,000.00
20,000.00
30,000.00
1,000.00
50,000.00
150,000.00
60,000.00
100,000.00
60,000.00
50,000.00
40,000.00
80,000.00
70,000.00
500.00
3,000.00
500.00
500.00
3,000.00
1,000.00
3,000.00
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MR.DIXITHJANAGAN.R.
MR.THARSAN.V.
MR.SUBAS.J.
MR.ARULKUMARAN.M
BOTANY

PROF.SEVVEL.P
MRS.NANADAKAUMAR.J
MRS.RAVIMANNAN.N
MRS.NIRANJAN.K
DR.KRISHNAPILLAI.N
PROF. KAPILAN. R.
DR.(MRS).RAJKUMAR.G
DR.VENGADARAMANA.A
MR.SABANANTHAR.N.
MR.THAVARANIJITH.A.C.
MR.RAGULAN.B
MR.JEYAKUMARAN.K.
MR.VIJAYAKUMAR K.
MR.JEYAKUKUMAR.K.
MR.JASHOTHAN.PT.J.
MRS.SIVABALASUTHAR.M.
MR.JALAGOBAN.T.
DR.JEYASEELAN.E.C

DR(MRS).CHRISTY JEYASEELAN.T.
MISS.NITHTHIYANANTHAM.S.

MR.SUREN.K.

ZOOLOGY
DR.GNANESWARAN.R(MRS)
MRS.RAJAN.N
DR.ESWARAMOHAN.T
MR.GAJAPATHY.K

MRS. SSIVAKUMAR. P.
DR.SIVARUBAN.A(MRS)
MISS. KANDASAMY. G.
MR.V.JEGATHAMBIKAIPAGAN
MR.E.AMIRTHALINGAM
MR.S.THANGARAJAH
MRS.K.NIRANJAN
MR.S.SUTHAKARAN

275

1,000.00
3,000.00
500.00
2,000.00
52,000.00
15,000.00
52,000.00
40,000.00
53,000.00
52,000.00
22,000.00
43,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
50,000.00
50,000.00
50,000.00
20,000.00
24,000.00
40,000.00
20,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00



MR.R.SIVAKARAN 21,000.00

MR.K.RATHANGAN 1,000.00
MR.K.KAJALAKSAN 25,000.00
MS.A.ARUNTHAVASELVAN 1,000.00
MR.P.PATHMARUBAN 1,000.00
COMPUTER SCIENCE -
DR.THABOTHARAN K. 40,000.00
MR.SHRIPAREN.S 40,000.00
DR. RAMANAN. A. 30,000.00
MR. SARVESWARAN. A. 30,000.00
MR.S.SUTHAKAR 35,000.00
DR.MAHESAN.S. 15,000.00
DR.CHARLES.EY.A 10,000.00
DR(MRS).MAYURATHAN.B 9,999.99
MR.VISITHAN.V 2,000.00
DR.SIYAMALAN.M. 10,000.00
MISS.JEYAKUMAR.S.T. 13,333.32
COMPUTER UNIT -
MRS.SURENDRANATHAN.V 23,000.00
MR.ANANTHAKRISHNAN.K 40,000.00
MR.VINOHARAN.V 29,000.00
MR.SIVARAJ.S 19,999.99
MRS.BALENDRAN.P 5,000.00
MR.SIVAKUMAR.R. 5,000.00
MR.SIVASKARAN.S. 10,000.00
MR.KOBIKRISHNA.P 6,000.00
MRS.ARAVINTHAN.S. 5,000.00
MR.ARAVINTHAN.V. 1,000.00
MR.NADANATHEVAN.M 2,000.00
MR.JEYAKARAN.P 500.00
MR.SUTHAKARAN.S. 1,000.00
MR.KAJAN.K. 1,000.00
MR.JEYAKANTH.A. 1,000.00
MR.KOKULAN.A. 1,000.00
MISS.JEYACHANDRAN.K. 1,000.00
MR.JEYENDRAN.K 1,000.00
FISFERIES -
DR. KUGANATHAN. S.(MRS) 30,000.00
MRS. SATHYARUBAN. S. 20,000.00
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MR. GUNAALAN. K.

MR. HARICHANDRA. K.
TAMIL
PROF.SHANMUGADAS
PROF .S.SIVASUBRAMANIAM
PROF.K. VISHAKARUBAN
MR.E. KUMARAN
MR.ARUNDAHARAN.K.
MRS.NANTHAKUMARAN.S.
MR.THANANJAN.T.
MR.T.AJANTHAKUMAR
MR.S.SERANSAN
COMMERCE
DR.S.ACHCHUTHAN
MR.P.PIRAHALATHAN
MRS.K.INTHUSHA
MRS.SABINA DINESH
SIDDHA MEDICINE
DR.(Mrs).S.Pancharajah
DR.(Mrs).v.Sathiyaseelan
DR.(Mrs).T.Thileepan
DR.S.Sivasannmugarajah
DR.(Mrs).K.Sounthararajan
DR.V.Sanmugarajah
DR.S.Sivaghanam
DR(MRS).THILEEPAN.T.
DR(MRS).A.SRITHARAN
DR.S.SIVASHANMUGARAJAH
MR.R.THAVARAJAH
CHRISTIAN & ISALAMIC
DR.(REV).PAUL ROHAN .J.C.
MRS.SURENDRARAJ.M.W
REV.RAVICHANDRAN.M.V.E.
MR.SUBAKAR.V.
TRANSLATION STUDIES
MRS.SIVAKUMARAN.M.
OBSTETRICS & GYNAECO
MRS.GNANABASKARAN.S.
MRS.SUKIRTHAN.T.
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20,000.00
20,000.00
100,000.00
90,000.00
20,000.00
25,000.00
5,000.00
50,000.00
1,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
12,000.00
5,000.00
100,000.00
10,000.00
20,000.00
60,000.00
90,000.00
85,000.00
50,000.00
50,000.00
50,000.00

20,000.00

500.00
15,000.00
10,000.00
15,000.00

2,000.00

1,000.00

5,000.00
2,000.00



DR.GURUBARAN.K.
MR.T.NANTHUJAN
MR.S.RAGURAMAN
PHARMACOLOGY
DR(MRS).SUNIL NAVARATINARAJAT.
DR.(MRS).GURUBARANLY.
NURSING
MR.SATHIYASEELAN. M.
MRS.KAMALARUPAN.L.
MRS.THABOTHARAN.D
MRS.JEGAPRAGASH.V.
MRS,SATHTHIYABABUT.
MR.NANTHAKOBE.T.
MISS.BALACHCHANDRANT.
MRS.KOPISHANT.
MISS.UTHAYAKUMARY.
MISS.KANAKARASA.N.
PHARMACY
MR.THIRUKUMARAN.A.A.F.
MR.KALKIL.P.
MR.THUVARAKGAN.S.
DR.(MRS).SRIKOKULAN.S.
MISS,SIVARAJASUNDARAM K.
MRS,.PURUSOTHTHAMAN.A.
MISS.SIVAGNANASUNDARAM.S.
MISS.SAMBAVATHAS.S
MISS.HARIDAS.C.S.
MISS.GANESH.L.

MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENCES
MR.SACIHARAN.S.
MR.THARSAN.S.

MISS THAVARASA K.
MRS.JOHN GNAKARUNYAN.T.
MISS THILLAINATHAN.K.
MRS.SHAMIL MAFRAS.F.S.
SAIVA SIDDANTHA
MR.CHANDRASEGARAM.P.
MR.SELVAMANOHARAN.T.
SANSKRIT

10,000.00
2,000.00
10,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
500.00
1,000.00
20,000.00
5,000.00
2,500.00
1,000.00
500.00
1,500.00
1,500.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
5,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
100,000.00
30,000.00
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MRS.JEGANATHAN.S.
MR.PADMANABAN.S.I.
MR.KALITHASAN.A
MR.S.NAVANEETHAKRISHNAN
DR.BALAKAILASANATHASARMAN
SPORTS SCIENCE UNIT
DR.KETHEESWARAN.K
DR.SABAANANTH.S
DR.B.ATHILAN

LIBRARY
DR.(MRS).CHANDRASEKAR.K
MR.NAVANEETHAKRISHNAN.S
DR.VISAKARUPAN(MRS).M
MR.KETHEESWARAN.S
MR.SIVALOGANATHAN.S.
MR.LINGARAJAH.S.
MR.GNANENDRAN.K.
MR.SIVAKUMAR.S.
MR.JEGATHEESWARAN.K.
MR.MAYURAN.G.
MR.LIYASUTHAN.T.
MRS.SIVASHANGAR.M
MRS.SAKTHIVEL.S
MR.MAHIRAN.S
MR.NIRAINTHAN.N.
MR.POOLOGANATHAN.G
MRS.JANEN.T
MR.SARAVANAN.K
MISS.KATHIRKAMANATHAN.K
MR.JEYABALAN.S
MR.PIRASANTH.G
MR.KESAVAN.Y
MISS.BALAKUMARAN.L
WELFARE

MR. KATHIRKAMANATHAN. R.
MR. VIJENTHIRA. N.
Mr.S.Aingharan
MR.C.ANTONY RAJAN
MR.S.SATHYAN
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10,000.00
15,000.00
1,000.00
30,000.00
15,000.00
25,000.00
35,000.00
20,000.00
70,000.00
50,000.00
40,000.00
70,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
4,000.00
5,000.00
3,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
20,000.00
5,000.00
25,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
15,000.00
30,000.00
50,000.00
5,000.00
30,001.00
1,000.00
3,000.00



MR.N.ARIKARAN 3,000.00
CHEMISTRY -

Dr.K.Velauthamurthy 64,999.99
Dr.G.Sashikesh 48,000.00
Mrs.R.Senthooran 30,000.00
Dr(Mrs).J.Prabagar 39,891.46
Dr.(Miss).S.Rasalingam 30,000.00
PROF.P.IYNGARAN 50,000.00
MR.LAKSHMAN.A. 2,000.00
MR.UTHAYAKUMAR.P 1,000.00
MR.THANESWARAN.A. 1,000.00
MR.NANTHAKUMAR.S. 3,000.00
DR(MRS).SENTHILNANTHANAN.M. 9,999.99
MR.SATHEESAN.S 2,000.00
MR.THABESAN.A. 2,000.00
MRS.YOGENTHIRAM.N. 2,000.00
DR.(MRS).YOHL.S. 9,999.99
MR.MANORANJAN.N. 1,000.00
MR.SENTHILNATHAN.G. 2,000.00
MR.ARUNPIRASATH.R. 1,000.00
MR.ARAVINTH.K. 1,000.00
MR.ITHAYAKUMARAN_.K. 500.00
MR.KARTHEEPAN.R. 1,000.00
MR.THIVAS.S. 1,000.00
MR.CHITHIRANGAN.M. 2,000.00
DR.SELVAKUMAR.S. 9,999.99
DR.MANJCEEVAN.A. 10,000.00
CoDL -
Mr.T.Athiyaman 35,000.00
MR.PATHMANATHAN.P 1,000.00
MR.YOGESWARAN.T 2,000.00
MR.NIMALAN.S 2,000.00
MR.DACIKARAN.S 3,000.00
MR.T.RATNAKUNASINGAM 1,000.00
MR.THUSHYANTHAN.P 2,000.00
EXAMINATION -
Mrs.A.Sivaneswaran 30,000.00
Mr.K.Gnanabaskaran 20,000.00
Mr.N.Thavarajah 5,000.00
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MR.RAVICHANDRAN'.S.
MR.YOGESWARAN.S.
MR.SEVARAJAH.S.
MR.KANAGARAJAH.K
MR.AHILAN.N
MR.KAILAYANGIRIVASAR.S.
MISS.KUMARU.S.
MR.NAGENDRAN.K.
MR.SIVARUBAN.T.
MR.DILIPGUMAR.L.
MRS.AJAKIREEVAN.N.
MR.SATHOORSHAN.S.
MR.QUEENRAIJ.N.
MR.UTHAYAKANTHAN.K.
MRS.SATSORUBAN.N.
MR.DILEEBAN JOY.B.
MR.THIWAHAR.V
MRS.RAGULAN.S
MR.AUTCHUTHAN.K.
MR.VAISHIGAN.P.
MR.THAYAPARAN.I.
HOME ECONOMICS
MRS.R.VIMALKUMAR
OUTSIDE MEMBERS
Velayutham Velnithy
Ms.S.Balasingam
University staff union
DrV.Gunabalasingam
Mr &Mrs. Thangarasa
Mr.S.Gowrytharan
Mr.S.Suthakaran
Karappiddy Pillaiyar Kovil
ESP.Nagaratnam
Mrs.Sarveswara
Mr.S.Srikantharaja
Mr.S.Loyana
Mr.PVimalananthan
Mr.K.N.Mugunthan
Mrs.R.Renuka

2,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,500.00
4,000.00
1,000.00
10,000.00
2,000.00
5,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
500.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
5,000.00
2,000.00
500.00
5,000.00
1,000.00

10,000.00
5,000.00
1,000.00

116,700.00

10,000.00
5,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00

25,000.00

250,000.00
5,000.00

10,000.00
5,000.00

50,000.00

20,000.00
3,000.00
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Mrs.D.Thushanthini 5,000.00

Miss.A.Mathuvanthi 1,000.00
Mr.S.Kasinthan 1,000.00
Prof.P.Balasundarampillai 200,000.00
Ms.K.Namagal 15,000.00
Late.Eng.Devarajan 5,000.00
Prof.S.Raviraj 100,000.00
Mr.V.Govinthapillai 25,000.00
Mr.R.Jeyamugananthan 1,250,000.00
T.S.Kumarasamy & Kanagamma Family, Jegatheeswaran Family 100,000.00
T.S.Kumarasamy & Kanagamma Family, Vijayakumar Family 50,000.00
Kumarasamy Akileswaran Family 50,017.00
Kumarasamy yogeswaran Family 25,000.00
Kumarasamy Karunadevi Poopalarajah Family 40,203.00
Kumarasamy Subanthiradevi Shomuganathan Family 25,000.00
Kumarasamy Kalpana Chanderasekar Family 59,780.00
UOJ Old Students Association Canada 350,000.00
Department of Geography 5,200.00
Arudselvam Family 10,000.00
Sajanutha and Saranja 2,000.00
MR.M.VIMALATHARAN 50,000.00
MR.M. RAGUNATHAN 20,000.00
MS. BAVATHARANI 50,000.00
REGISTRAR’S OFFICE -
MR.S.SENTHITCHELVAN 100,000.00
MR.V.KANDEEPAN 50,000.00
MRS.R.SARANGAN 2,000.00
MISS.A.SAYANTHAN 2,000.00
MRS.S.MIKUNTHAN 2,000.00
MISS.T.SEEVARATNAM 2,000.00
MR.S.AMUTHASUTHAGARAN 5,000.00
ESTABLISHMENTS (ACADEMIC) -
Mrs.S.Kumarasamy 30,000.00
MR.N.SAHAYANATHAN 1,000.00
MRS.K.SENTHINATHAN 5,000.00
MRS.S.SELVARAJAH 1,000.00
MRS.S.KUMARASAMY 30,000.00
MR.K.NAGULAN 1,000.00
MRS.T.JASEETHARAN 1,000.00
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MR.N.NIMALAKANTHAN
MR.K.VIJIHARAN
MRS.M.MUGUNTHAN
MR.S.NARTHANAN
MISS.ATHANGARAJAH
MRS.N.SURIYAVASS
MRS.T.MATHUBALAN
MISS.P.POOLOGANATHAN
MRS.T.SENTHUR
MR.S.K.PRABAKARAN
MRS.V.ELANKUMARAN
MRS.R.SUTHAKARAN
MRS.K.UMAKARAN
MR.G.NIROKESAN
ADMINISTRATION
MR.R.SIVANESWARAN
MR.V.ANANTHAN
MR.S.M.JAYALATH BANDARA
MR.R.VIJAYARUBAN
MRS.L.MAHENDRAN
MRS.T.SENTHURAN
MR.M.GANESHALINGAM
MISS.G.RAVEENDRAN
MR.J.GORDEN

MR.K. THANGARAJAH
MS.K.THIRUNAVUKARASU

ESTABLISHMENTS (NON ACADEMIC)

Miss.S.Kumaru
MRS.R.SIVASHANKAR
MR.K.NIROSHAN
MRS.B.JEYANTHRAN
MR.N.JEYAKUMAR
MISS.M.NAVARATNAM
MRS.M.MURALIBHARATHY
MR.V.GOBINATHAN
MR.A.J.CHRISTY
MISS.A.KRISHNAN
MR.V.CHRISTINATH
MRS.P.LAMBODHARAN
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1,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
3,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
3,000.00
2,000.00
5,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
30,000.00
2,000.00
25,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
5,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00



STAFF DEVELOPMENT CENTRE -

MR.T.SUTHARJAN 1,000.00
CAPITAL WORKS AND PLANING -
MR.N.RAJAVISAHAN 55,000.00
LEGAL & DOCUMENTATION UNIT -
MISS.J.BALACHANDRAN 2,500.00
MRS.N.GINOPAN 2,000.00
FINANCE -
MR.P.PATHMARAJ 2,000.00
MR.S.VALLUVATHASAN 5,000.00
MR.R.SATHIYENDRA 2,000.00
MRS.T.ARULNESAN 10,000.00
MR.R.VASEEKARAN 1,000.00
MR.A.SIVANADARAJAH 10,000.00
MRS.F.JENIN 1,000.00
MR.A.X.REMILSON 1,000.00
MR.G.LAVAN 1,000.00
MR.T.SIVARUBAN 5,000.00
MR.Y.SANTHARUBAN 1,000.00
MRS.T.PATHMANATHAN 1,000.00
MR.K.RAMANAKARAN 1,000.00
MR.S.VIJEYARAGAVAN 1,000.00
MR.S.SIVAPALAN 5,000.00
MRS.P.ELILALAGAN 1,000.00
MR.N.ATCHYUTHAN 2,000.00
MR.S.AJANTHAN 1,000.00
MR.M.VICKNESWARAN 1,000.00
MRS.D.THARSIKAN 5,000.00
MRS.H.M.G.HARSHANI 500.00
MRS.A.JANARTHTHANAN 1,000.00
MISS.G.BASKARAIYER 1,000.00
MR.K.SURESHKUMAR 15,000.00
MR.TVISUVARAJH 5,000.00
MISS.A.R.A.NALLAIAH 5,000.00
MISS.S.VIGNARASA 2,000.00
MR.S.KUMARESAN 10,000.00
MR.A.JEEVARA)J 1,000.00
MRS.B.SAYOORAN 2,000.00

STORES & SUPPLIES -
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MR.S.SASIKUMAR
MR.LYOGARASA
MR.P.PIRATHEEPAN
MRS.K.THIRUKUMARAN
MRS.M.THASHEEVAN
MISS.S.PUSHPARAJAH
SECURITY
MR.K.NAVARAJAH
MR.T.PREMKUMAR
MR.K.SATHIYATHEESAN
MR.B.SAYANTHAN
MR.R.BASKARAN
MR.M.SRITHARAN
MR.Y.KUMARESAN
MR.S.HARIHARAN
MR.K.KAPILAN
MR.S.SUTHAN
MR.K.NATHAN
MR.S.RAJKUMAR
MR.M.CHANDRAKUMAR
MR.A.RODNEY MARSHAL
MR.J.A.KILBERT EDMAN
MR.T.THUSYANTHAN
MR.P.KARUNANITHY
MR.S.JASITHARAN
MR.S.SASITHARAN
MR.G.ARULPIRIYAN
MR.VVIJAYAKUMAR
MR.R.RAMESH
MR.P.DIMALRAIJ
MR.LY.LORANS
MR.Y.SUSEELAN
MR.U.KANDEEPAN
MR.P.KESAVATHASAN
MR.B.GAJANTHAN
MR.K.KIRUBANANTHAN
MR.N.VUITHARAN
MR.D.SUKIRTHAN
MR.P.MURUGAVADIVEL

285

1,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
5,000.00
2,000.00
500.00
5,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
5,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
5,000.00
1,000.00
1,500.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
1,500.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
11,000.00
1,500.00
1,000.00
5,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00



MR.S.RONAAL JASMIN
MR.T.SURESH
MRS.S.G.RAVIKANTHAN
MR.PVENUJAN
MR.K.AKILESAN

DEAN / AGRICULTURE
MR.K.Venugoban
MR.G.GUBERAN
Mr.S.Elangeswaran

Mr. D.AT.Amirtharaj
MRS.S.P.KANGANAMKE
MR.M.RAJENTHIRAM
MR.KVIJEYAKANTHAN
MRS.S.PARAMASIVAM
MR.VVASANTHAKUMAR
MR.A.NAGULENTHIRAN
MRS.N.SRIKANESHAN
MR.S.MAHENDRAN
MR.S.SATHEES
MR.VVIMALATHASAN
MR.T.KOKULAN
MR.VVINOTHAN
MR.T.SUGANTHAN
MR.S.SRITHARAN
AGRONOMY

PROF.(MRS).S.SIVACHANDIRAN

Mr.L.Pradheeban
K.Jayavanan
N.Venukopan
MRS.K.NISHANTHAN
MR.S.KETHEESWARAN
DR.S.SELVASKANTHAN
MR.K.KALEEPAN
MR.K.LINGKESH

AGRI - BIOLOGY
PROF.G.Thirukumaran
S.Terensan

AGRI - CHEMISTRY
PROF.(MRS).N.Gnanavelrajah
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1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,500.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
3,000.00
1,000.00
500.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
3,000.00
50,000.00
40,000.00
40,000.00
10,000.00
25,000.00
1,000.00
20,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
50,000.00
20,000.00

50,000.00



PROF.S.Vasantharuba 50,000.00

DR.(MRS).S.SIVAKANTHAN 10,000.00
A.Shayanthan 20,000.00
AGRI - ECONOMICS -
DR.K.Soorriyakumar 50,000.00
ANIMAL SCIENCE -
DR.(MISS).J.Sinniah 50,000.00
DR.(MRS).S.Piratheepan 20,000.00
MR.S.Thatchaneshkanth 15,000.00
AGRI - ENGINEERING

PROF.(MRS).T.Mikunthan Family 1,560,000.00
MR.N.THANESWARAN 35,000.00
MR.M.PRABHAHARAN 22,000.00
DR.N.KANNAN 2,000.00
MR.S.YALIN 2,000.00
MRS.K.KUNASEELAN 2,000.00
MR.K.BAKEEKARAN 2,000.00
MS.N.THARMARAJAH 2,500.00
DEAN / ARTS -
MRS.A.SIVANESWARAN 5,000.00
MR.V.SASIKUMAR 1,000.00
MR.P.SRI ARULANANTHARAJAH 500.00
MR.M.NADARAJASINGAM 500.00
MR.K.RAMESH 500.00
MR.T.PREMACHANDRAN 500.00
MR.S.RAVICHANDRAN 500.00
MR.J.MURALIKRISHNA 500.00
MR.T.KANTHARUBAN 1,000.00
MR.K.JATHARSAN 1,000.00
MRS.A.REMILSON 500.00
MR.T.PIREMARUBAN 500.00
MRS.J.GOPITHAS 500.00
MR.T.SENTHOORCHELVAN 500.00
MISS.D.RATNAKUNASINGAM 500.00
MR.S.SHINTHUSAN 500.00
ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING -
PROF.A.Atputharajah 75,000.00
MR.AYNKARAN.J. 500.00

DEAN/MEDICINE -
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MRS.NALENDHRAN.K.
BIOCHEMISTRY

MRS.NITHIYANANTHARAJAH. K.

MR.SANTHIRAMOORTHY.T.
MR.THAYANANTHAN.K.
MR.SUTHARSAN.M.
MR.SASIKUMART.
MR.LAJEEPAN.J.
DEAN/SCIENCE
MR.NARENDRAN.V.
MR.SOMASUNDARAM.S.
MR.KRISDEEPAN. M.
MR.NISHANTH.M.
MISS.SELVARATNAM.K.
MRS.SUTHARSAN.G.
MR.SARMILAN.K.

DEAN/ ALLIED HEALTH SCIENCES

MR.VITROYA.M
MRS.THARMENDRA K.
MISS.VIJAYARADNAM.P.
DEAN/ TECHNOLOGY
MR.SRIRAGUBAVAN.P.
MR.ANUSIYAN.T.
MISS.SETHUPATHY.V.
MR.THIVAKARAN.T.
HEALTH CENTRE
MRS.MANORANIJAN.G
MRS.SURENTHIRAN.N
MRS.RAGUTHAS.N
MR.SASIKARAN.K
MRS.AINGHARAN.K.
MISS.PERAMBALAM.K.
MISS.THAMPITHURALS
MISS.GNANESWARAN.B
MR.P.UTHAYAKUMAR
MR.ANANTHAKUMAR.V
NEW HOSTEL | & II
MR.SARANGAN.S.
MRS.L.THILEEPAN
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1,000.00
10,000.00
3,000.00
6,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
1,500.00
5,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
4,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
5,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
5,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
3,000.00
5,000.00



MRS.R.BASKARAN
MRS.K.CHANDIRAKUMAR
PATHOLOGY
DR(MRS).A.SIVAKUMAR
MR.S.KALARAJ
MR.Y.KAJARUBAN
MR.A.THANANSAYAN
MRS.T.KAJENDRAN
SURGERY
DR.S.THURAISAMY SARMA
PSYCHIATRY
MR.JEGATHEESWARAN.K.
MISS.P.RAJENDRAM
INTERNAL AUDIT UNIT
MR.S.MAHARAJAH
MS.S.KRISHNAMOORTHY
MR.S.PRASHANTHAN
MS.V.MURUKESAMPILLAI
MS.M.SARVANANTHAM
CIVIL ENGINEERING
MR.R.DIVAKARAN
MR.M.RAGIKARAN
MR.M.VIGNARAJAH
MR.K.JOSEPH DHARMAR
MR.P.SOORIYAKANTHAN
MR.S.SUKIRTHARUBAN
MS.N.MAHENTHIRAN
MEDICINE
MRS.U.SRISKANTHARAJAH
DR.N.SUGANTHAN
DR.G.SELVARATNAM
DR.S.VATHULAN
DR.K.BALENDRAN

MUSIC

MRS.K.Karuna.
MRS.J.Nadesamoorthy
MRS.P.Kaneshakambar
MRS.S.Niranjan
MRS.J.Senthuran
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1,000.00
3,000.00
10,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00

5,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
2,500.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
100,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
2,000.00
5,000.00
25,000.00
10,000.00
30,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00



MRS.S.Arangarajah
MRS.S.Aravinthon
MR.G.Kannadas
MR.S.Vimalshankar
MRS.T.Mayuran
MRS.M.Jayatheesh
MR.N.Sanjeevan
Mrs. S.Srividhya
DANCE
MRS.S.Prabhaharan
MISS.M.Aruliah
MISS.A Kirupairajah

DR.(Mrs).S.Jeyakumar

Mr.K.Kajan
MRS.S.Tharmenthira
MRS.R.Ragavan
MRS.T.Thirunanthan
MRS.S.Gajanthiran
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10,000.00
20,000.00
7,000.00
5,000.00
10,000.00
3,000.00
8,000.00
30,000.00
10,000.00
50,000.00
100,000.00
20,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
18,000.00
10,000.00
17,402,625.72



OidheTd S
Wb unitens) &F@w& LTGAVEAITGT Gp60WILD
LI6OT &85 ITII600T 618-6D6M 60TIT185 61T

%’gg' efuyd (&1 (20F:

01 ey Geuenev 2,387,375
02 BhSH UL ID SIewIdHFH60 700,000
03 BJTOBTSHET, HTaIeVT Feney DIHLDSHSHE0 3,242,000
04 B wlECaETUID SIS SH60 3,500,000
05 MmEUTaUT, DIDLDEHT, HEUSHETHD DIHLOSHFHE0 3,660,000
06 CLPGUGIOSTEN  LIGIITIQ60EEbBTE LIGINID SIHLDSS60 500,000
07 SIHSHMT SHEGLILLD DIeHLDSHFH6E0 2,300,470
08 (petT eWIL Ll Blev o widzse0 Geuenev 312,070
09 STewr o el HFH UFsH Galemev 3,140,000
10 QUFHG LDGWIL LI, [BLTET LIGHIQenSHHBTE LIGIGHID SIGHLDGHH60 900,000
11 wei1 CaMT LSHIMID SIHLDSHSH60 1,960,000
12 6uFhg el eutuled G&ETUTD SienLDdH6e0 2,020,000
13 FetGL erdaUIT  SIeHLDG FH60 397,500
14 VW H(HEBHE] DIDLOSHFH60 1,675,000
16 Q6uGITEMET  SI9& 60 900,000
17 Gamyyld, 6ushs LEWIL LD, BLITT SFHHSTEID SIeHLDHDH60 9,200,000
18 Foueafelr 108 SHTERIL 6UBIHET 438,000
19 BaTUy H60FHBHIHG 1,160,000
20 o epevld, Heehdll DMBEH HH6) 485,500
21 LNeTeneTuIny, (LPJH6IT, HeldbaFHd 707,000
22 ubGsm LD Pipe eaummis 153,950
23 UhCHMLLID LRSImIGE6T Gameieleie] 205,000
24 FeiBLerOeuIT,  FLOWGTUTHET BHTEO6] 2 MBFeud 425,000
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25 WHSET auelTel OFuleuTener &lenev 285,000
26 STewILmoewfl 250 &.8) 1,125,000
27 o 6 afd GzyGam GumL 2,396,250
28 10y Geujsselt ey 80,000
29 SIHBM  BHS 1,518,500
30 Gamyyid B USSP FULD GurL 40,000
31 GuwenL&@ S(HEIHED 900,000
32 Gl & HHHIED UHHH 200,000
33 6uFhg LeawL L Gsd FmT 12,000
34 Wledtamyll QUIM(BHL_&6iT 1,049,524
35 wieliaslevsEhEHG W Siifeaiu Bar 1,760,967
36 HPHG USS CBTL LMD DISBB 104,320
37 UbCHTLLF OFevey 255,000
38 Y1) !.DGUO'TI_IJL'D wBEID gmenw ufleuty Gguleumiseer 1,250,000
BBH6B6I
39 GWTU1 Hewiyl SeNLDSHH 39,000
40 eLpeVETOHTEID  emeuuiiehaen Geouenev 300,000
41 10He0 SeVHIBTY BGalemevdE, 2,545,000
42 s anged FB DlgHd 100,000
43 UgID Bauemevd6lT BT6LA]T, HaISHSTHID 210,000
44 wLliueell &5 SigsHs 200,000
45 AlBTWST, (LPH&eT, Leflban® (LPEITHI6evLD 300,000
46 6uFhG LDGWIL LD, BLITET, FewiGL&oury el LHHS 300,000
47 LNeTenemuwimy, (PHEH6T, 6uTFed (LUl 302,500
48 uglo Beueneusst BFTOFHHSHT DeUT6U]T 135,000
49 oL Lienefl SpRIsed S (B 100,000
50 Gamgll UBID STEUT LITELSHT 330,000
51 Gamyy eutged LY GeauenevdE, 340,000
52 elg sliuge] GFuiul 48,500
53 uedlpWl ewlldbaml B Camygd BlgdHs 80,000
54 Yeogw LI(bmis 56,800
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55 UHGHTLLLD LoewiLnfishe 342,400
56 wenfldaml b CaTyrb mHreT Gouemnsn 18,700
57 Geuell aid euemerey HLL 610,000
58 BTeU6VT, JLDBTHE Hleney SigdHsL (BLOTEILD 600,000
59 Gamyy wewil stand 360,000
60 Lenipul el BmIeeISBES 145,000
61 Hres Sewp Goml Ly 161,445
62 Lenlpu! euTsand SHmHd eufewid L& 80,000
63 HPHG uTgFed B S5 372,000
64 U hS LDGUILL 56| DIFS 140,000
65 QUTeWID L& 3,531,532
66 Weit CaB HmdHD 67,200
67 WHGHMLL 1D 177,000
63 Hewevd@ SH(HEIHED 700,000
69 &(HEIBeI6060 QU Gl L 130,000
70 femevs@ dpfled GFuIw 500,400
71 SHHBISTE0 H60FHHIHEG 70,000
72 UbGHTLL LD 72,600
73 Fen] H(HHSLD 150,000
74 Bamufled (PeTUSHBLD HEO LIFDHD 1,100,000
75 BTEU6VT, JTLDBTHE Hlemev LisOew LIFlHs 175,000
76 &uTaiBags OFev6|He6iT 4,825,870

CrsssF GFeve, 71,561,373
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