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Aiya (Father)

“Our light in this world”

“Those we love don’t go away,

They walk beside us everyday,
Unseen, unbeard, but always near,
Still loved, still missed and very dear
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AIYA (Father) IN MY EYES

Aiya was to me, what Mother Theresa was to the lepers of Calcutta.

Unfortunately I have been a sick child since I was a three months baby.

LREHE

With a hole in the heart and a skin ailment, I needed constant care when [
grew up.

The first impression of Aiya I could remember is, that of a very well built
tall man dressed in white national dress and with a Thalapabai pushing a
bicycle. That was the time he was working at the Post Office at Chunnakam,
I was 2 years old then, as he used to leave for work very early in the morning

i)
L

I get to see him only when he returns home. On his arrival the first thing be
would do is to go to his father, who was with us after suffering a stroke,
speak to him and then only I get picked up to be played with. He was so
devoted in looking after his father,

When 1 reflect on the life of Aiva I realize that he was destined to be looking
after and care for people. First it was me who needed his care, which he
continued for 53 long years, the last time he applied medicine to my skin
was on 6th January, just three days prior to his death. When his father died
in 1959 and my brother Rasa (Baskaran) was born, it was Aiya’s turn to
shift his atiention to Rasa as he was suffering with wheezing.

IR RILOCRELTOREOORELOT

o5&

Rasa’s sickness was so severs that Aiva and Amma shifted to Colombo and
Rasa was hospitalized at the Lady Ridgeway and Ragama hospitals. He
was finally cured with a lung operation in 1963. I can remember Aiya

Lo
o

returning from night duty at CTO and rushing to the hospital with Rasa’s
food and clothes many a day.

The best part of Aiva’s working life was when he took over as Post Master
Deniyaya in 1964 -1965. We were with him there, but then it was Amma’s
turn to be looked after by Aiya as she started to get Asthmatic attacks, they

became so frequent and severe that the Doctors advised that Aiya get a
15
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_ transfer to a place where there will not be any cold wind. He got a transfer
 to Mullaitivu in 1966. 2

From 1966 to 1990 our family was some what healthy and Aiva was able
to work away from the family and retire.

With the hostilities becoming unbearable and as Rasa was to get married
Aiya left Jaffna for good to Colombo in 1991

When he arrived in Colombo he was mentally and physically exhausted.
But he could never rest. With amma afflicted with diabetes, it was he who
was looking after her. But his trials were never over.

In 1992 T was down with cancer. The detection of cancer was a severe
blow to him. But he never gave up. He took me to Vellore hospital in Tamil
Nadu and nursed me out of my sickness; even cooking for me when I was
under chemotherapy. Aiya was both a mother and father to me during that
time,

His act of caring for others culminated in him looking afier Amma for 9
long years from 1994 to 2003, until her death.

Dl

-
i

Her death changed him a lot. He spent 2 lot of time in the temples and
caring for his grand children. The grand children were his focus since then.

FE10%, As

He used to check on their progress whether they are here or abroad.

As the child who had the fortune to be with him for 53 years, T know, his
one and only aitn was to see that his children lead a better life than he did.
What ever he did during his life was towards this end.

G ri:_( #gfmt‘@a

But I know, he was the most misunderstood person among our family circle.
May be because he never went about justifving what ever he did for his

0

family. He had the ability to read any person inside out and formed his son
impression . He never trusted any one in his life, both Official as well as

LD C)

personal.

S FEOCICHSICESICLSIX IV ISP 5
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He discussed his problems and tock advice from a group of selected friends
and relatives.

A few of the persons he often turned for advice were his brother
Ratnasingham, Veerasingahm master of Urumpirai, Murugupillai appu,
Valliperam Appu, Chelliah mama, Post Masters Veerasingham, Ratnarajah
and P.S.Thiagarajah, Mr.Chanmugam(Thyavu mama’s father-in-law), and
Mr. Viyayaratnam of Cross road, Nallur to name a few. He always respected
the views of my Grandfather and Grandmother, Sinnathamby appu and
Thayavu mama when it came to family matters.

Of lately he used to discuss matters with chokkan, Rasa and Kanthan may
be because my views are more radical than his on all issues under discussion.

Most of his friends may be surprised to know that Aiya is a good cook,
who managed to pass on that skill to all of his Sons. When we were bachelors
it was Aiya’s cooking that kept me and my brother Chokkan (Jeyapalan)
alive in Colombo. He was a very proud man. So much so he refused to
learn driving until he bought his own car.

He has been every thing to me for the last 5 decades and he was the friend
and grandfather to my Sons from the day they were born. My family was
revolving round him, even what to cook for dinner was decided depending
what he wanted for him,

We all have lost a father, a friend, a guardian and an Icon whom we never
thought that. one day we have to go on without him,

Funny thing about death, it does that — give new life to those left behind.

Aiya, departing, you left us, footprints in the sands of time.
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% My Aiya (Father), My friend & Guru

¢" Aiya was an icon of “This is how I live”. He managed this until his
s quick exit from this world.

" Both Aiya and Amma invested their time effort and energy on ali of
% us until their last breath. Amma’s heart would absorb anything and
w she was the anchor and buffer of Aiya’s life. He managed further 7
years without her by modifying his way of life.

Aiya had been a good Guru and a friend in my life, with whom 1
could share my happiness and sorrow. He always had the time, knowl-
edge and experience to discuss and advice on many issues at various
stages of my life so far. With his guidence we all managed many
difficult times in life.

Aiya also had the abillity to communicate and link with all three
generations of our family. Even on 2nd January we discussed many
things and he was full of vision for our family and the future of his
Grand children.

Aiya was a family man to the core, who I always followed and will
3 remember for ever. Aiya was a very loving father and an excellent
friend who was only a phone call away for me.

His un anticipated departure seems to be the final answer to his prayers
and God’s gift for his lifetime service, te his family and friends espe-

3 cially Amma’s last few years. I am sure he is very happy to be united
& with Amma and together will continue to guide us.

I thank God for the Gift of Aiya’s life with us.
WL will cherish the events and memories of Atya and Amma.

¢ Dr. K. Jeyapalan (Chokkan)
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I feel so lucky and proud to have grown up in the family life
2 both my parents have created. Their love for each other lasted
for 48 years and the strength of which gave such a strong family
security for all of us.

% Alya was the pillar of strength in our family. He was an
unrestricted source of security, guidance and wisdom, His
devotion and commitment to looking after us was so admirable,
I am still in shock since his sudden departure from our lives on

% the 9 January 2010.

Alya, come what may, you will always be my hero, and my best
friend. You will continue to inspire me, and give me strength
during times of trouble, wisdom during times of confusion,
laughter during every moment, and light and warmth always.
You were the best.

I miss you, Aiya, and I always will. But remember the profound
$ peace and dignity on your face, and the light in your eyes, and |
® trust that you have gone to a better place together with Amma.
Know that in spirit, you and Amma will live on forever in the
g hearts of all of us whose lives you have touched.

L)

Your loving son
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My Grand Dad (Patta)

I have only met Patta a few times, but every one of those times were
memorable.

He was such a friendly man and always seemed so happy to see me.
He was full of life and a pleasure to be around at all times. I kave not
been back to sec him recently but have spoken to him on the phone,
as recently as New year, :

I'love to speak to him on the phone even though it is never for long.
He shows that he really cares when talking to me and always asks
‘how are your studies going?” and tells me about my horoscope. He
was such a wonderful man and looked up to by all his children and
grandchildren, even those who did not get to see him so often.
Lalways knew he was a great man and well loved by the way my dad
locked up to him and talked about him. He loved his father and was
always speaking to him when he got the chance and sent things home
regulariy.

He idolised his father and loved him with all his heart. It was such a
shock when Patta left us so suddenly, but T think that we are all relieved
that he did not suffer. He lived a very happy lifc and has a family that
loves him. [t was a shock that he left us when he did, but I am glad
he is with Patti now.

We can all remember him for the joyful, loving, family man that he
was. He will always be remembered by all his family.

Rathan Jeyvapalan
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“The world is a stage. &
all the men and women merely players. Z
They have their exists and their entrances: @

And one man in his time plays many parts”.
{The Seven Ages of Man-William Shakespeare)

3 )

Dear Patta,
You have been with me for nearly two decades, shy by two vears. You
have played many different roles in making me what I am.
You were the first and perhaps only one who would be keenly listening
to what I say, though now all do so after you have left.
I always think that old people talk things out of agony, but when I talk
toyou I find that I am wrong. You always talked to me with an enthusiasm
5 ofachild, always inquiring about things you don’t know and sharing endless
; things with me that you knew,
Our relationship was not a normal relationship between a Grandfather
# and a Grandson.
It was more or less a kind of relationship between a tutor and his student.
¢ You were always there to guide me.
I am quite amazed that you had knowledge about cach and every
dimensions of life, perhaps it’s because of your age.
You taught me how to lead a life without depending on anything but
self.
There may be inspiration for me to do various things in life.
But there is none other than you for an inspiration in how to lead a life.
Where can we find a person who envisaged a future for his grand
children? Where can you find a man who lived on his own until his last
& breath?

)

nl
)
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I admire you as a man of personal dignity and a human being with a

Eg kind heart.
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& Though you are no longer with me, you have left many things to me
which I will carry within me wherever | 80 and share with others as you
did with me and also know what they have to share with the same enthusiasm
vou had in knowing things,

When I think about you and the things we had done together. I am
reminded of a poem I read somewhere:

SOSIOC)

%

9

DI C) FN(

The only joy and lachrymose blubber.
of his old age

(e he often said
was his grandson

&

He never shed a tear

&

Just waved one of his
small inimitable goodbves

G4

Their friendship to his Grandfather
straddled and was sad the old man
g) cight decades could not return his gesture. &
5 three generations. Adapted from >
2 They laughed. played, “Leave taking- by Cecil Rajendra™ 3
& quarreled, and embraced %
walched television together Vasanthan Sivakajan &
and while the rest had $

(Grandson)
little 1o say to the old man

the littlc fellow was

a fountain of endless chatter.
When death rattled

the gate

One Saturday afterncon and
took the old man awav
others trumpeted their

' grief in loud sobs
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My Patta

“People think that death is the end but we live on
through our legacy and my grandad lives on through
his children, grandchildren and the countless people
that he has touched in his life”.

Here we are all together

forever and ever
together

for ever... ...

Here we are all alive
- Sharing in our memories
We will survive

Sharing in our love for you
Here we are all together
to like forever

In our distant memories.....

Thanihan Jeyapalan

I o
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It hurt me to see you that way,

The more I think of you, I wished you could have stayed,
In my head I knew you had to go,

But there was a part of me that kept saying no,

When you were lying there with a smile on your face,
Although I was sad, I knew you were in a happier place,
I was staring at you waiting for you to blink,

But when you didn’t move I started to think, o
Of all the fun times that we had had together,
I knew that we would remember them forever,
Although we were two days late,

You can not avoid fate,

So as I sit here today,

Will you watch over me as I say,

“I know you loved me too,

So my heart will always be with you!”

Love always,

Harshini Baskaran
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g WE MISS YOU PATTA

&  We were blessed to have you as our Grand Father, Even

though we met you three times in Sri Lanka, we still
really fove you. Our Patta was a loving, kind, sweet,
generous man. The moments we spend with you were
magical and it will never be the same without you.
You are still with us wherever we go.

Love from

Maiura Jeyakanthan

Thivya Jeyakanthan (Grand Dasgliteis)
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