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Message from the Vice-Chancellor

The "Symposium on Library and Information Science - 2024 (ETAKAM-2024)” marks a
significant event as part of the Golden Jubilee celebration of the University of Jaffna,
commemorating 50 years of academic pursuit and dedicated community service. This
symposium provides a unique opportunity to explore the transformative power of libraries in
shaping the collective future.

The theme, "Knowledge Empowerment: Libraries as Catalysts for Excellence," encapsulates
the vital role libraries play in today's rapidly evolving world. Far beyond being mere
repositories of books, modern libraries are dynamic centres of learning, innovation, and
community engagement. They empower individuals by providing equitable access to
knowledge, fostering innovation, and supporting lifelong learning,

The journey of library services of the University, which began with the establishment of the
Jaffna Campus of the University of Ceylon in 1974, is a testament to growth and adaptability.
From its humble beginnings with collections focused on the humanities and sciences,
primarily built through donations from Tamil Pandits and scholars, the library has evolved into
a comprehensive resource centre. Today, it boasts eight branch libraries and a special unit for
Tamilology collection and has embraced digital transformation with automated systems,
digital repositories, and archiving units that preserve and disseminate unique collections,
including valuable ola lcaves and hand written manuscripts.

This evolution reflects the library's commitment to meet the diverse needs of its users while
upholding the fundamental values of access, fairness, and intellectual freedom. The
establishment of digital repositories and archiving units demonstrates a forward-thinking
approach to preserving cultural heritage and making it accessible to a wider audience.

The Golden Jubilee celebration of the University, especially for the library brings an
opportunity to reflect on past achievements and envisage future innovations. The library's
Journey from a core collection built by donations to a fully automated system with enormous
collections and digital capabilities is inspiring. It showcases the potential for growth and
adaptation in service of the university community and beyond.

At the juncture of this golden year symposium, I extend my gratitude to all who have worked
tirelessly to make this event possible. The organizing committee, esteemed speakers, and
participants bring their unique qualities to create a harmonious and enriching intellectual
experience. This symposium serves as a fertile ground where new ideas can take root,
collaborations can flourish, and knowledge can grow exponentially.
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May this symposium inspire all participants to envision new possibilities for libraries as
catalysts for excellence and knowledge empowerment. The insights gained and connections
forged during this event will undoubtedly contribute to the continued evolution of library and
information sciences, benefiting not only the University of Jaffna but the wider regional
community.

Wishing everyone a meaningful, inspiring, and productive symposium.

Prof. S. Srisatkunarajah
Vice-Chancellor and Professor in Mathematics
University of Jatfna.
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Message from the Symposium Chair

It is with great pleasure that I extend a warm welcome to all of you for the “Symposium on
Library and Information Science - 2024 (ETAKAM -2024)", to be held on September 12-13,
2024, at the University of Jaffna. This symposium is a significant event that brings together
professionals, academics, researchers, and students from around the globe to share insights,
innovations, and advancements in the field of Library and Information Science (LIS).

As we gather to discuss and explore the latest trends and challenges, I encourage you to engage
in meaningful dialogues, exchange ideas, and forge collaborations that will shape the future of
our profession. The knowledge and experiences shared during this symposium will
undoubtedly contribute to the advancement of LIS and inspire new approaches in our work.

Thank you for your participation, and I look forward to the fruitful discussions and outcomes
that will emerge from this gathering.

Dr.(Mrs.) K. Chandrasekar
Librarian (Acting)
University of Jaffna.
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Message from the Symposium Convener |

Itis a great pleasure to welcome the participants, distinguished speakers, and esteemed guests
to the "Symposium on Library and Information Science - 2024 (ETAKAM-2024)" organized
by the Vithiananthan Library, University of Jaffna. This symposium is part of the Golden
Jubilee celebrations and the centenary of the first Vice-Chancellor of the University, Professor
S. Vithiananthan,

The theme, "Knowledge Empowerment: Libraries as Catalysts for Excellence"
underscores the vital role of libraries in community development and lifelong learning. The
program features keynote speech, project presentations, library exhibition, and a theme
seminar on "Libraries for Community Development".

Gratitude is extended to the speakers, sponsors, and all contributors who have made this
symposium possible. Special appreciation goes to the dedicated organizing committee the
team at the Vithiananthan Library, whose steadfast support and meticulous efforts have been
instrumental in making ETAKAM-2024 a distinguished and impactful event.

It is hoped that this symposium will serve as a catalyst for building new partnerships,
generating innovative ideas, and contributing significantly to the field of library science.

Let me wish a fruitful and intellectually rewarding symposium.

Dr. S. Ketheeswaren

Convener

Symposium on Library and Information Science - 2024
University of Jaffna.
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Message from the Symposium Secretary

I am deeply honoured to serve as the Secretary for the “Symposium on Library and
Information Science - 2024 (ETAKAM - 2024)” which coincides with the Golden Jubilee of
the Library and University of Jaffna. On behalf of the symposium committee, I would like to
extend a warm welcome to you all.

This year's symposium, themed “Knowledge Empowerment: Libraries as Catalysts for
Excellence” stands out as we have invited abstracts focusing on ongoing or recently completed
projects in university, public, schools, and special libraries at the local, national, and
international levels.

I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to everyone involved — our General Chair, Professor
Sivakolundu Srisatkunarajah (Vice Chancellor, University of Jaffna): Symposium Chair, Dr.
(Mrs) K.Chandrasekar (Librarian (Acting), University of Jaffna); Keynote Speaker, Mr.
Sundar Ganesan (Director, Roja Muthiah Research Library, Chennai, India); Valedictory
Speaker, Emeritus Professor Pon. Balasundarampillai (Former Vice Chancellor, University of
Jaffna); Chair of Theme Seminar, Dr.R.Maheswaran (Librarian, University of Peradeniya);
Invited Speakers of Theme Seminar, Session Chairs, the dedicated Organizing Committee,
Pannel of Reviewers, Authors, Presenters, Participants, Sponsors, Book Exhibitors, and all my
library staff. Your unwavering support is the foundation of this Symposium's success.

As we come together for this event, 1 am filled with optimism and excitement for the
contributions we will make towards the development of our region and our nation. I am
confident that our collective efforts will help forge a brighter future for the field of library and
information science.

Mrs. L. Umashankar
Conference Secretary

Symposium on Library and Information Science - 2024
University of Jaffna.
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Message from the Editor

['am pleased to present the message to the proceedings of the “Symposium on Library and
Information Science - 2024 (ETAKAM 2024)” held on the 12” and 13" of September 2024 at
the Library, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka.

Implementing innovative projects in libraries is crucial to contributing to their evolving role in
society. It is not just about keeping up with technological trends. It is about enhancing the
library's ability to serve its community effectively and ensure equitable access to information.
Creative projects allow libraries to meet the evolving needs of their users in a better way.

The ETAKAM - 2024 highlights the significant benefits of implementing innovative library
projects. The projects being presented at the Symposium cover a diverse range of specialized
topics, reflecting the breadth and depth of projects implemented in libraries. The Proceeding
contains twenty-two (22) extended abstracts of innovative projects. I strongly believe that the
participants will get inspiration and new experience in implementing innovative projects to
improve the services of their libraries. I encourage you to engage fully with the presentations,
ask questions, and make the symposium interactive for fruitful discussions.

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the editorial committee members for their
untiring support in making this proceedings a success. I would like to take this opportunity to
express my deepest gratitude to all the participants, presenters, and organizers. Your
dedication to advancing knowledge and your commitment to excellence have made this event
possible.

[ wish the Symposium on Library and Information Science - 2024 a grand success.

Mrs. K. Murugathas

Editor

Symposium on Library and Information Science - 2024
University of Jaffna.
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aTeutTeUOiiogGens SLLenLDLILGHEDeT ASTLIL DLW GbuGsHgaudiannal Lesnwnerrserer
efluprissit WOMILD UsdLULYbBeneT aungecusiuiisd Lfpald sHoeusd UFEUTHESELD SLLDEUDELD.
LjeosmLDwINena6feoT LemLLILGSHemeTLl QLUNGILDEEST e LD SHEISaLD sHeTLLSSD Sleunmieneri
uGLUMLEYSGLUGSHS erememflosaensslsd uAGaIDDLD QWS SIS LuC BeTengl.

ghsaGeal LAGIHDLD AFUILLL Lsenownengsslier sreyseneanail. Geods soaeer Slees
ShaucuTRIBsT HemLoGLD FHeTULRGlD Seuhmieneanybd el ereurertiiogsensdled OGTLIHS!
Bemerrsgisesnerer wppwd. mreonffluFsefler sreysefismer L GEWETHL LOGHOD FIIHS
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Le0emLoWIneTya6rietT S&6ueds6iT LDDMILD LemLLSaslener Sememsgibasmeiencd, sreoGeaur Lgdled
Eeomiensl LeenLowneTFEaiieT ellugrisenst L BulleoT SlenetTH Il LIS0enLDWNeTTa&6T ailLphisemnsT
W e eren ssugnes alfleyudGsze. @6, gl cupamsefgy TEaLD HHEUEDEDL LILIGDTTETTS6T
eI BNesEled OUDNISaEN6TeN suFHaener GLOLOLIGHHED, QUMLPHE! CUIBLD PSS LeenLowneTysefesr
UsmLULSSET LDDDILD Sleuisel FMIHS eunLbéena GDlliysbsenen eripHal eulpailsd oL (BLoedengl 66l
geafll aupaum sefl@Id Sheuewri UGS SIW QFwPUTBEsT aTHTETOSH HU LM &EHS &6
ufiBgiemrsenm@LD.

BDQYFOSTDE6IT: eTevtTeTtiiLoSS6MLD, LOSDLIWETTE6T, SheuemriLBHSeD, SLOLBILIGD . eumpsenas euyenmy

2_STHEISnenr
Rueff, B. (2024). Dealing with post-excavation data: the Omeka S TIMMA web- database. Peer
Community Journal, 4. 1-14. doi:10.24072/pcjournal .366.

Tomasevic, A.,Lazic, B.,Vorkapic, D.,Skoric, M.,& Kolonja, L. (2017). The use of the Omeka platform for
digital libraries in the Field of mining. Infotheca, 17(2), 26-49.
https://doi.org/10.18485/infotheca.2017.17.2.2

sCawenswy, & (1939). Fepr (s SWDL yevsuf sfigw. Hmwsst DpHSHLD.
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RDOFFOUPBMETU UTSBGID SNTAT BMNS BN GHEND,
apeOlNid &mentl UNGIEN S5end
.5t ., 8.0nwudwe’, @.¢0usq ’, &.556H7CFs)"

SifipsLd

weflser Sifflena LATHE OETETISNEG STEHRBEDETL LILGTLGHHIQSHS WETY, LUSULGSHSLILLL
sefoewr, &6, 2 _(Geon®miseT, DImiseer &ened, ulenL OMILD usLLGESSIULL elsomigsefsr
Gsned eTe0TLET STLPEIBHENBEMTES LIWSTUBESSUULL60T. Se0miena suFeomnled, LIsTHienL & SHTeomisered
Sifflemey LEITHE OBTETOISDEG 66Tt HHEBH6T, SHFNERTHET. 2 BeNssH HHBHET. QENEOFFEUREHET
STEOTLIENT ENLPEIAUSHEGU LWETUBSHSLILL(B6Temetr. LSO LD, USESNOTUSID HAHMTEGEemed
sralgluunausmeruiiar sumansBun®G. FgOLWEHILD UpSSD SigdlallLg. usasnerusnn
mTDpnesaTLenelled SiFar OGMIOHIL LSS 2_seail|L T pene&seulpsefed Sbhs 6616 HIEDSETTS
OlFAed LFlLiaaLULLLe. ereflignid, QemeFaeaupsaficd SNETILLILL SIEDATHE HHEUDSEHL SiFded
aupelilehemen. SiHGIL6UT, gemeFsaupsefeor ungisniL, ugmofiy esr_yieb Gurdluerey ssuebd
asgIHHLILLeTDeme. Bpeme, Seomensuied usenuirésausdls SdHs gepeFseaugsafier
ercovrenofibems Heo Spuiipmisenns Gewmbg il Ler. G@Ld, Suhns MNTTHSRIS6TITTEID,
sneomlemed Lonhosdleormeyd, 2 uifued snpefiseflomaild, Sernssosurrsefiermegid, LHMILD
8pnswen unauHETUOTEID QEDEFSHaILEST SILSUMLEES UEBHOTDENLmW Slausneldss
SnIQUIBNE 2 _6TTengl. ereoTGey, LedBeum SLriseiigd AsMsHLSELD EHEILIETET QHEDEDFFEURBEDET
Cugyd Gerafsgil UNEETSHEID, Seubniar o st sssems 2 Miuwennulsd ShaieRmLGHS
aglienes sheSHulaTHHES QIPRIGaISID SUALLNGLD. Sihs auensulisd. WMPLLMCHT LS
&LPS [HIE0BLONETS “BHensIWNT sMisSAGaser BLbilbsnas Helubsde B 2 galuller S mreossHeod
STEUUTLLGEETTD QeneFsHalpsenaTl LUTHGGLD snTefisanens HUILNBE. SeunHmier UNSsiysH
QBN OLMBSSLONE HLalpbamsssnst GnasTeTasH&fiL aFsLHLLLD aramn 202086
SrodsHEEeE. SF0sunnlLsHaT dpold genFsalpseisd Homsemey gnuEHEs HeTm
sngeflsenst HeUTLUIS@ILD. QeneFsHalpsenerl UTEBIILSHEGLU 6UTSSomer umgLbufu,
2 _uiifwed, oMb Spsmuert aufipsmmssmen SaTRIGTERTUEILD (Poéu CHTEsMmIsS Sl
Sampge.

QFWnHIILL Si(LpeonHs LI LPeDDE6T

WMPUUMEDTL  Leb&emensaLps alsFnarbsear H1os Shauanssniussse 24,607 Qene&
FEUPSEDET 2 6TeML&E 207 &LEGS6T WIUAULIpSeTed UngHisnsaslul (G eubgeiener. Sel Qenes
FaupEeT BHENsSHNES HOTasTepLILNS aPREILLLma aar SfwiuGsng. Sel
GeunemeFaa.pHEHHETET LLIWDH Llaysenst 1982-1994 sneolu@Hluleh Hrespns sLemwmbriu

"Corresponding Author: &.S@iggn, HIeVSD, WTPOLTERIL LGOBENEVGSIPSLD, B6VHIMS.
Email: thanujal807@gmail.com

! sraugelwedgimp, alghepTen b, WIHIUTEIL LSMeOGSPEHLD, @e0kms.
* 'Brevsd, WMDHLLTENL LsOSMmeGHSD, BeEMmS.
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&. WPpmeGeust SleuiseT sWfisg SmbsgILeT. 199286 SLuLpuin Lge senen 2_eTenL &l med
eflugiiuCipwisd gstrempuid Geuefiull G SdmhanT. SbmmeeluriuliguiGeo Samicueny SaiBaunenes
FEUREEHESNE0T SHEDIGHMEMIL QULPHIE aiBAang. aaflanb. gevesseupseier urmofiilg
agnLied Gurlueney SeueTd OFQISHSULIL I HsSaTlsemeD.

202086, BeiGaunemend saupseflenr ungemiy wombd upmofliys esrifulsd eFEwnHriiL
(WpeUTELDMAIREUTSITT)] WITLD LISh&HenedshaLDE BlIeunssHSNe HTessHlemed cuLprasiUL I bhass. S560r
egm_gFflurs GpesneremiulL (puhfeeflesr Uwemes 202084 Sheoti® L TgLbeTeisd
Erdwneme Gibs seNElE Wwenflonmerr Sleuiser (B LeXTEsT, HevsT, SeEbameayl soGums
wargrgnefler sgeveugl LWEDTED HIEOSHL) LOEMOGEHPE ENOS556S QIBMESHE KIS
2o SUITEHETHSE GENEDFFHEIREEDET HHSHLD C\FIIHD, USLILEGEESSED, LHMILD ugmofiiy agmLiriesd Srewr®
mren uuipALuLLeom @etiilenenr FLTSHUIGHESTT. Seupned Lfib@enrsslul L &sHsafiy wpennGw
8pmreossde HHEUTE BevL(psopulsd 2 eleng. BH5meard OSMLIhHE. SHEUCTTTESMLILSSHSED
GuetorluL (B sudBLD GemeFFaIssTsd UTELenU gHUGSHEHID Snretissmens setipfleus Ol
HEUTLD OFQBHHULLLE. SFOTCUNE. QepeFsalpsefsd GeuplL, LpFH®T OMILD Lehenasafier
BNEHLD GTEITLIEN SleusHnedilsaiiuL (B & (hbaeor.

gleulipsafsd GuetorlUl G eubld QeneFsalgseile Lehsnssallar snésb SleugnaflsslulLeng
QBMLIHS WIPLLNENIL LeO&mOssLDs sreuraiuc Hiennulsr@Ler Sanemihgl LEhenesens
SaTmsnanIHe. SlaunNlar ressams sLEUUESHISD SMTLTD Spuesst GpesnsTenL
uG&letTment. GLoILD, REDEESaURSETD LyEhms Fressams BLELLGSEENE (PTED6TL Shiiey
sefled ufibgienyaaiulL. Swhens dpelenssener LLETLGSS Goadls Spuiaser GnesTeTeTiILL
eyeitemeur. LpFflmefleomed eemen&aeulpsmaiied ahUBLD unBlybssT asmLiieid Gedls Spuiayssr

GomeisneienLILIL 6 6iTem6DT.

eFwHII_L SiewL a6 LoDOILD eflsLliL|enrsei

WMPULINETTL  Leb&6mens&EDE llSHILTTHESET RIssHSaT Speucrsaniussded urmoiésiul (G
QLD GemenFaallsemeT LUTEGETn snrenisefed weswiors smeoflene (Oeulub, mIUUSET),
LyFHE6IT LOHMILD L GHenSE6lT ETEITLIENT SIEmLILITENLD SMesorLLLL 60T, STeoBlened ASTLL6, HressHenr
&MlssasMm ugdeamw Geaflapllp. Qeuluwn, mrrluuger GureTm snpewllesmsr &L EUUMLIRED
UGS HUUBHEDT LPeDLD QEmenFa6RS6Tsh ahLBETD UMTEULIGSDET GeDDLILSHESTET [HLEULRSENES
&6t GpesneireruuL Bererer. GEID, QeveFsaupsefed sueTdpL Lehenssefler nglflast
SUDUULE, Sleuhenn SlenLiumend sneumild eUMGBLE Shlieysnl LfiGerssmerssr GonasmeTemiIUL (B
uBEOTDET. SIB5S BLLLNG, Qenedseupsafied sriurer, Spmpuremrd Guremn uFfsefermed
ghuGslen ungluysaseneT &L BULESSIEUSDE BLELIgEensS6T GLDNHASMETENLILL 6Y6TemeoT.

wyayenguLd ufibgienrBEnLD

S5a5wHPILLSHHe0T Lemns WMPLUTETIIL LSSENEDSSLDS FHIESHH0 2 66T QEnEFaeUIpGsTeD
unglueny gpUBGSEILL snpefeeners SeRTLNGE, SeuDlelbhs Qenesseaupseafles epeoLl
Uy dlassmeni Ungisnsg UFMoMAiuSHEGL EILNHSSLDTEN eULLPEDDESEIT 6nSBWITETLILIL 6Y6TET60T.
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Seofipul oo BineuermiseiLgde uomofilubn sneTuLGHTD QepaFsHaupsmsT GrsfHs
ungisnsgl. Sleunenm edljanes shaHullanmsd enawellusHETar BHLeugsemasullsner wrp
UEDEBEMEEELPE HTeosED Gomesnerer GeuewrBLD. GLDgILD, GeneFsHaipseesT UNGSMiIY, LFTLDFiL),
SIFDIGEHE LDONID SHUIE) BHLEURSEDBHSEBEHNET SHEURTSSTULS SIEDOSTTN] WILD LSS
BLpHSHH0 2_(HeumssliLL Eeuentr(BLD.

FUDQYFEFTDSHET. QEMEDFHEURSET, ShEUGTTLILNSISILIL, WTLDILITEUUTL LSS &ELPELD

2555 eneur
Buddikasiri, P.A., & Madhumali, A.R. (2018). Idea and status about conservation for organic
cultural relics in Sri Lanka. Journal of the Centre for Heritage Studies, 113.

Kim, Y.H., Choi, K.H., Hong, 1.Y., Lee, J.M.,, Kim, S.J, Jo, CW., & Jeong, S.Y. (2020).
Investigation of microorganisms deteriorating ancient ola leaf manuscripts.
International Journal for the Preservation of Library and Archival Material, 41(3), 119- 129,
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BneGslLib: mpSsIDIGEnssnar GsFw grbul 1puieh
st GFsbeurmagn

SifkpsLd

mredeflupiuligwed eraitugl enpsUULL WHDID SeuefiuiiLiu’ L. SheusmrhisenenLw elugrhiseT
SiLm slw UL pwed sepeT (peppWneT gupm senwliled swrflé @ asupurLnsGeu
ausnUnIGSLLL BeTengl. Slcucuensuisd, Seomiensuiar G5 HMHUL W Smiser, HLOLD, Shhideo
SheUCIITRISEHESTET Hsbelluplulipweons Seomens GHAL HTos ShelctoTaunsssd Fenuuilsrmed
auefiuii Lul (b sumHlaTngl. S6CsAw DL Lpuisdled Semiensuish aeuefuiiLUuED Slemeotsg SLOLD
HedsEHLD 2 eeunmrsLLGeuHlsiened ergnild aflbiTsenipld UIMAILD (peiTensusslLLE aubBSDE.
GLogyiLd, SIDITHENTET EMFLDET GMAFOFLIR. GBLOUALY BH6TS COFHABIHEN. 6ILL. eTéHen. &.HLImEN,
AedemeDiLYT OFDEUTTFET, QUIST 61D Hl.&.eupsInmeT HHCWHar Hes Bosdus HEDDENT
mMOUCWesGsn Batnieueny FpSg Sesd SpuleuneTisenmed SLog Spieysefied GuiLLILL
LUG&leTmerT. B5Femsi FLpedled, FPSHLOLD HIedsenssne saflurarasnm Gafiu HMHULIRWssleT
Gaemeu FewianeonsGey LD SyuleuneniseT aFuled 2 iUl eubSIsTeTenLenil SewTd
SIS 2 _6ITEMgl.

"B LLD" ereiLd GleusiuiLmergi, Seomienauigib LeoLbeLwT BErEseNgib eeusful Ul L FpSE
BULp Sheuscormuseiisor afiLpmisemen 2_aiemL Sl 65 HredeflugULLIWIeNs BLES 22 Sheot(Ba6Ts
Seuafuil iU’ (B eugbdleTngl. SeusfiuliUulL FpSEiSH SULD Breb&s6T SlenaiSensiLLD, Qb ABNGH6S
1000 mTehEsiT sTetTm eTemTevuiisensuieh ulpwisdiGerB@s mreGsLLgler SigliuenL. CBrssLmELD.

QFDHIL L SiLpeoniamil LgLpeDmEelt

SpUbusFled. Seomienswigerer Fresmiseis) HTOCHTQSSTOT FIHEILDNS HNETEUIRSHLPNS
199086 HAsglewy, OMILD Ship WNmseaTs &® Sspsems “BHrOGHLLLL" eeusfoubso.
&sopneidled 50 Speucmmisensana mIoaluss sseusserLar Oeusfleurs OHmLm Sl
8rrgdemsuilent euafii®, asnGLUTATWTET LeobOULTOL T SemLiulL g, Wetens 200284b
ShemnpedlBHE OEMEHHE 1000 FpsHE SUILD [HTeds6T 6reiTn cuemsuiled, 2024hLb ShewT([B usn 17
egngglseiled 17,000 mresehsster mreoalurs soeusdser GMIULUEDIL|LET SheustoriuGHsl
UL (BeiTeenT. 18EheuEI OBN@HbHNeT OBMGLLL LetlissT sHCUTE SLLbaubr aidEdarper. 85 Qb
Gains mMDULRWeETD. SMIE ulueuGssluL GeTer Heofl mredast (Monographs) eremeuwyib
esiells FreslGUUTLESELD 2 L LGSSIULalsene. Aeuefuiliger auandlssd Hetend Hmd Heo
Upsomisst mneoColLsdled Gaisgis aamstenluLalsensd. £ _gnpeorons, HewrGUITSHIHGET,
EUEDTLLMIG6T, SIFALIULTS soaewpsEl Urdsst. g, geflugle) mrnsser, Snieicul Best
sTeiTueT 85651 ULl Cersgis asneTeniLLailsdenean.

“Corresponding Author: aien.Qsebsurrggm, BTl S0 SpeuaTmIEsT WHDID DpTTUIES
Blensowid, gesdlw @gmsdund. Email: noolthettam.ns @ gmail.com
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GlUdhLOLTEDMEDT &EDECUL (BSH6T, GHMUENTHS LDOJTHET, FEhFlenassen ereTueTayd E5HasnGLlLilsd
sailfsaiuGerenen. Spuilenid, sefl Sheuewnones smHIL cuensuilsd QeuefiufiLliuligmseELd
Fehdemaaaiett ADULLDETHET B565MEULIEHsMe SLLbaLbnieTener. GLogyLb, Hed sedREULBHSEHLD,
(EHMUENTES LDEDTEETELD HEOTHITED TEDILD QUEDNSHESET SILIFISHS SnlQUISTE0T HEOTSILITET SILDERIS GTHL 60T
SeuafleuBG SlpLUsTE Slemey Wrey Sgasnglyssefled CGrrszmse asnearemiiul Geferenr.
EMe0GaLL SHler 15&aug asn@Hulaknhs SFsaunesGLnng fo Wannssailar mreaiurs
HE6UESEHL) S565MELLSs6a e SenevurssiiuL(BeTemeot.

OI5gILetr, BHETOGCEH LS sTGHseNed 2 eTeunmrmslul (BeTen FLPGSEUT HOSEHHE eeilails
Up@aa, &6 erelemensETbLD eusnImiGHLILL ailsbene. GLogid. G1lssas M mrede Wb Ll ser
GlsuefleupLbBungl Slemey UsIsHBWT, SHHHSAGWT Qeusfleudsd sumiiflgplusred, wphrlgd
Caupul L mredlued SHHaIHEMET Slenel OENETTRBLUSTRILD GUSs6euTdE mradler usGaum)
uglliaEensd &mi® @G udlalosasHar S S b6 dleaTner.

SFwDILL SlenLayssT hpILD allsliepgse

8sasunplL LG ElenT SlemLeuns Sgleueny 17.550 grllyengwLerner mredlued uleyselr
GuneasnsireTiuL (BeTemenr. Seunnilsd 1880-1899 aneoliuGulled ceueflouns 15 mred&EHLD, 1900-
1948 sreoLuEHD Geuaflaubs 320 mHMEsEHD. 1949-1960 sneoluggulsd ceuefleubs 379
EHM6b&EBLD, 1961-1970 snelugFulsd ceueflauss 1.424 mrsb&EenD, 1971-1980 snelugHuied
Qeuefleuss 785 mIeOSEHLD, 1981-1990 sneoluGHuled euefleunbs 1.492 HMEOSEHLD, 1991-2000
sneoUugguile aeefllabs 3.354 mI&EHLD, 2001-2010 sneoluugduled euefauns 5.631
BIEDEEHLD, 201-2020 snrolugduled aalafleunss 4.235 mIeds&eEHLD, 2021-2024 snelugGHuisd
Gsustileurbs 936 MHTEISEHLD SlLmIGHlsoTnerT, Saunniled 477 HTebseT Syetor® eflupLd GudiL UL g
aeusflufl_Liu’ @Gsmenemid GUILLILE555E!.

udley eFLIWLULL 17,000 &heueooimisefled, Seodaul flaled W G 6,812 SLeEUTOIHRIGST
8Lieupmietenerr. &5 ufley OFUWILLL 6IHH SheuemTRSeMsT 40 FoHeisLNGL. SHed
seaflemssst (1,.850), AnEenss OsMNGHesT (1.300). BreusssT (973), BILEMsT (329) ereitUenm
2 sitenLrRiG&letiment. AmieuT SeosbBlugmal OUNDISS euenpuled, 732 mreaGer 17 agnGHlsshaiLd
udley Qsus smipwsmukEHEas. @& Onss ude| eFlWiULL SyeleRiEes 4.3 FHeliHLNEGLD.
FPSEIL LFlILessF & pedled, (pipemibiiner mied AeuelliGseflear udeysst SIPD Mlemeoulsd
mEreGslLl uFleyssr. feo WSl Slaugnefliyssmer Gwmesnsier FL&G 2 _5eysleoTneor.
8FaswPNL L HFlenenr 199086 Fehdlens augalled asmmdw Geusmenuilsd mleosiiu Gurjssmes
Julped SMIETUTLONS Mg, FHensLLESHSH6D, soeucd Ceaflll, waseflar Fopass Absenarsd GoMeomISsT
agm_inied ued@Geum Uipsfemetrasi erglitelanememULILLeor. HHGUNE 33 SpevvtBEe HLES Hlensoullgibd
8B Unsflememasmenr eeusiGeum LLmseflgid eugeumseflayd eagljesnsier Geueoorigul
BlemenemLoBIL &revoTLILBEIEOTDEI.

SfasunrlLLw PeaTaorGssiulL Geuenerullsd Sseneanr “auisHss HIHULIQWED* 6reiTm
suelsHG6TETTEG6 Ma|EnT FpassHieTIned SlLss (PuDAsEILLLE. erafigld. (peneTaul Sips:
fFaTenaTl U EanesEWRsESe sUlbssempullar Cuondflupre SmBsCung. SienpeTT
S sanet GLDHESTETEHLD SLDE! LDNETEUTHEHEE, FLpSS SeosdwLd unrl Shla|s &L BenTHener
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e LfibHIePTSEBbLD
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Bihdlerng. 8361 Gadw FHwner Sleufwld, sefisgHauwpd 33 ShewiBos HLHSI6TeT Sarenmiu
BlemeouiigiLb (LpLpemLpILnS £ _eotpliLL eXlebemed eTetTugl LAGHS cUbSSSADGIILE. HIedEHLLLDNEOTSI
FDSSLILD FApaSHET OUNGFNFTEETES SHSUILLE. SIHEET (PATCOTBEHEHIF AFaSNES FLDSF
BLOLDF FelpsLD (LpetTeuTGeusin(BLD.

siglisnenggdled, Sepwhfunerg BneenpuiuGssSlULLETS WIHDLD eubnl, Hraidbeieeor.
LDMILD HITRIMBEUDD SH6ueh FNSTHIS6MeT allupmissmeTub 2_sien. e, HLOLP ooyl oL BLosDeoNE]
mpsslpfler gemenu awmfl enibs eeualliGsspenyd SpeuaTULGSHSEERWSTES L6l
efifleuenLw GeueotiBd. G&MSs MimieuetTowiongsed AL, Hreosmssr, GeusfuilLreritss,
sl aneniieet, seafufieomenissT, SpuleuTemTHeT, WHMID OSTLITLEDLW [HDI6I60THISereor
@5semwpLyl eupluL Gelewi®L. Gu@id, Fpssulpiseflar Aeueflui@ser QHTLTUMeT
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setflleflowiuGsg. cloud-based wewpenwulled Geslluger aped PlapElene CGsLene
BOGUTHSRUGILET, BERTLEM FLHUMLeOLILD 2 il OFUISOSTETEN WIPWLD. OIBHSILET, PSS!
B mrebsst agnLitumen HMHGFERlILSsamen sLQAWILPLLEISNE SemensulgIeTsT HTeHms6
mEMeOGHLL GHlement Hred AFfleys@iiu 2 _FTHgIeneTur FIHEIONS LUWETLUGSS (psoreuy (Beusttr(BLd.
SiBgILetT, Seomiensll LeseneEspaRS6ND Hog She|l uplfihGsnn mressmens CsbGausnE
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FpeyFeenpeer: mreoGHLLLD, HreoafuguuLIwed, FPSSLOLDT eueluiGasi
D515 FIED 60T
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QULLDNGMEDOT [5i1 GUeND EBMLAUNGT LeGEUD)] EUEDSIITET ShEUSTITRISENSTILILD, SHHEUDBHEDEIIILD
2 _eienLsdlyeer SFCenemeuliLLb aignLimuner efluiiliewnTey SeelufieoneTiTaeT, SbUICUNETITESST,
LD BEMEHHLPE LDMEUTENTSET LDSSlulled LD BLoedeOng GUNGIDESeT WGFulgd gnuGsHsuuL
GeuemiiBLD. BLDGYILD, L|EDEHLOETT EhEUETOTRIGENEN LDL (BLDEOEONEI, GULLDMEGTEUOT [Hi 6U6NLD E\BMLITLITEOT
genarw GeueliGaeneriyh S&8swemauliiLsdled LFHGuHDL OFUSDHEGD Seunrinsmer
Sgmsenen afllflunsGasnél wupdaser GumesnsTeriuLGeusrG. azfleplaneaw
SFsFUuBHENS WD LOSEDSESLDE HIOSSIIDImLL ensgnsHn SFEaemeulitiLgoler
URL&® Sewemoriy gnuGssLULGsTeTg. &5CFosmauiligens agniisfiuns SneopuuGsHd).
ugmofiugnHE CHenaULNET SHDETHEEn6T QIETTHEISEEN6TaSNE Heos Speneufluiien o uuiiDdssi
QUPRISLLGEISIL T, HEDDETT SHSSITRIGHETD URIGUDDIUSHSTET CUMULLGSEBLY TOUGSSS
ABNBLLE! [HE0TEHLD LIWGHELD.
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Migration of Bibliographic Data to Koha
at the Women's Education and Research Centre

S. Ketheeswaren

Introduction

The Women's Education & Research Centre (WERC) in Colombo, Sri Lanka, undertook a
project to migrate its library management system from WINISIS to Koha on March 31, 2024.
This transition aimed to modernise the library's operations and provide a more user-friendly
experience for patrons. However, the transition revealed limitations in the existing WINISIS
data, which required additional processing for optimal functionality in Koha.

Project plan and Methods

Following the methodology proposed by Cong and Xiaoyi (2009), the data migration process

necessitated three key steps, such as:
Data Extraction: The project began with extracting 5,238 bibliographic records from
the WINISIS system. These records represent the core information about the library's
collection.
Data Transformation: The extracted data was not directly compatible with Koha's
data structure. Therefore, the bibliographic records were transformed into a format
compliant with Koha's MARC standard, which is a widely used library cataloguing
format. This transformation ensured the smooth transfer of bibliographic data into the
new system.
Data Loading: Once transformed, the data was loaded into Koha. This process
successfully populated the new system with 4,626 bibliographic items, representing
the library's holdings.

Findings and Discussion
The initial data migration successfully transferred bibliographic records to Koha, providing a
solid foundation for the library. However, missing fields mentioned below from the original
WINISIS data hindered Koha's full potential.
Publication Information: Incomplete details on the place of publication, publisher,
and publication date hinder resource identification.
Physical Description: Missing information on the physical extent of items, such as
pages or volumes, limits catalogue browsing.
Item Details: The absence of crucial details like item type, status, collection code,
acquisition source, cost, volume number, and URI restricts functionalities like
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searching, inventory management, and item tracking. The migration date was used as
the acquisition date for all records due to missing historical data.
These gaps limit Koha's effectiveness for searching, browsing, and managing collections
(Mole & Ofodu, 2017). Further, identifying and merging duplicate records could not be
performed during data cleaning due to these missing data. Duplicate entries can lead to
inaccurate data and inconsistencies within the library catalogue (Singer, 2009). Hence,
effective utilization of Koha's functionalities requires populating these missing data fields.

Conclusion and Suggestions

While the initial data migration successfully transferred bibliographic data to Koha, additional
work is necessary to optimize the system for WERC's needs. Manually editing records within
Koha will be necessary to populate the missing data fields and unlock the system's full
potential.

To ensure Koha's successful implementation and enhance its usability at WERC, three
recommendations are proposed.
Staff Training: Train staff on manual data entry in Koha to populate missing fields,
enrichthe catalogue, improve search capabilities, and identify duplicate records.
Duplicate Record Management: Conduct a comprehensive check for duplicate
records and merge identified duplicates to ensure data accuracy.
Data Enrichment Projects: Undertake projects to add details like author data, subject
headings, and digital resource information to enhance the discoverability and usability
of the library's resources.
Addressing these data limitations and implementing these actions will help WERC leverage
Koha's full functionalities, creating a robust and user-friendly library management system.

Keywords: Library data migration, Koha, WINISIS, Women's Education & Research Centre
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Automation of St. Francis Xavier's Seminary Library
at Columbuthurai, Jaffna, Sri Lanka

A.G.Saverimuttu”

Introduction

The St. Francis Xavier's Seminary Library, a vital resource established forty years ago,
specializes in Theology and Philosophy. Housing approximately 28,000 books, including
encyclopaedias, subject dictionaries, multi-volume Bible commentaries, atlases, and various
theological journals. [t plays a crucial role in theological education. Before automation, readers
could only rely on the author card catalogue to find specific books. Since other card catalogues
were incomplete, browsing the shelves was often the only effective method for locating books.
Additionally, when a book was borrowed, the Library Assistant had to manually record the
details on the Reader's Card and mark the return date on the book's slip. Recognizing the need
to modernize and improve the library's efficiency, the Seminary Council initiated the
automation project in June 2021 with a budget of Rs.1.5 million. The primary objectives were
to streamline library processes, enhance service delivery, and make resources more accessible
to students and staff.

Project plan and Methods

The project commenced with an introductory session by Dr. S. Ketheeswaren, Deputy
Librarian of the University of Jaffna, who continued to guide the automation process.
Partnering with Tech2Lib, a Sri Lankan company specializing in library automation, the
library secured a cost estimate and subsequently obtained a subsidy from donors in Rome. Due
to economic challenges, the project required a revised budget of Rs.1.8 million in 2023, The
Tech2Lib company has provided the library with a tailor-made software programme and
server connectivity to initiate and maintain an automated library system. This software is
based on the Koha open-source integrated library management system (ILS). The library
makes use of a cloud server, for which annual fees are paid. Three additional Library Assistants
were hired; they were given initial training about library cataloguing using automation.
Further, they had weekly refresher training sessions where they presented problems
encountered while trying to catalogue various types of books and other resources. They
focused initially on the Lending Section, followed by the Reference Section and journal issues.
Identity cards with barcodes have been issued to the students and the staff members of the
Seminary to automate the borrowing process.

‘Corresponding author: A.G.Saverimuttu, Francis Xavier's Seminary, Columbuthurai, Jaffna, Sri Lanka.
Email: ags_saverimuttu@hotmail.com
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Findings and Discussion

The automation project has led to significant improvements in library operations. The Lending
Section, consisting of around 16,000 books, has been fully processed, and work on the
Reference Section and journals is ongoing. The present cataloguing work began in May 2023,
and has been going on for one year and three months as of 08 August 2024. Already the library
catalogue is available for readers as an OPAC, and students and staff have expressed
satisfaction about the ease of searching for specific information about books. Implementing
barcode scanning for loans has simplified the borrowing process, reducing manual errors and
saving time. The training of Library Assistants and the integration of technology has facilitated
a smooth transition to the automated system. The project highlighted the importance of
adequate funding and resources in successfully implementing library automation.

Conclusion and Suggestions

The automation of St. Francis Xavier's Seminary Library represents a significant
advancement, enhancing functionality and service delivery. This modernization effort
underscores the critical role of technology in maintaining the relevance and efficiency of
library services, demonstrating the potential for other libraries to undertake similar
automation initiatives. The Seminary Library has enhanced the knowledge empowerment of
its members through the automation process, and improved in its role as a catalyst for
excellence in theological and related studies.

Suggestions are given as : Expand the automated system to include digital resources and online
access; Implement continuous training programs for library staff; Ensure regular maintenance
and updates of the automation system; Seck additional funding sources for further
enhancements; Incorporate user feedback mechanisms to continually improve the library
experience.

Keywords: Library automation, Theology library, Library management, Digital
transformation, Library services
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The Establishment of ‘Musicology Corner’ at the
Sir Ponnampalam Ramanathan Faculty of
Performing and Visual Arts Library

P.Poologanathan*

Introduction

The Sir Ponnampalam Ramanathan Faculty of Performing and Visual Arts (SPRFPVA)
Library is one of the seven branch libraries under the Library system of the University of
Jaffna, serving over 700 students and 70 staff members. Despite having a collection of 1,500
non-book materials (such as CDs and DVDs) related to musicology, the library's existing
infrastructure and technological facilities were insufficient, rendering these valuable resources
largely inaccessible. Furthermore, the library lacked an appropriate space where students and
faculty could effectively engage with resources, particularly for learning from live
performance recordings and accessing online storage. These gaps in accessibility necessitated
the establishment of ‘Musicology Corner’ at the SPRFPVA Library project, which aimed to
enhance the infrastructure, thereby enabling the effective use of these resources. The project
was funded with LKR 16.53 million from the Kandiah Karthigasen Tamil Music Trust Fund,
with the primary objective of transforming the library into a more conducive environment for
accessing and utilizing non-book materials.

Project plan and Methods

The project was meticulously planned and executed during the period from September 2021 to

March 2023under three major activities, each targeting different aspects of the library's

infrastructure and resource accessibility.
Developing a Conducive Reading Environment : This activity focused on
refurbishing the library to create a more welcoming and conducive space for students
and staff. The refurbishment involved aluminium partitioning, electrical installations,
painting of bookshelves, installing curtains on windows, fitting iron grills, setting up a
CCTV system, and air conditioning. These improvements were essential for enhancing
the overall ambiance and security of the library, making it a more attractive space for
users.
Procurement of Equipment and Furniture: To enhance the functionality of the
library, a range of equipment and furniture ware procured. This included desktop
computers, UPS systems, headphones, printers, laptops, computer tables, chairs,
reading tables, glass-fronted almirahs, armchairs, CD racks, counter table, and
executive tables and chairs. These additions were crucial in modernizing the library,
enabling users to access digital resources and comfortably engage in their studies.

“Corresponding author: PPoologanathan, Library, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka.
Email: poologan @univ.jfn.ac.lk
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Procurement of Reading Materials related to Performing Arts: As part of the
effort to expand the library's collection, 300 printed materials related to music, dance,
and art & design were acquired. Additionally, the existing collection of 1,500 non-
book materials were organized and accessioned for usage. This activity significantly
enriched the library's resources, ensuring that users had access to a comprehensive
range of materials related to performing and visual arts. Each activity was carefully
aligned with the overall goal of improving the library's accessibility and resourcefulness.

Findings and Discussion

The project successfully achieved its objectives, transforming the SPRFPVA Library into a
modernized library, which facility equipped with the necessary infrastructure and resources to
support musicology studies. Approximately LKR 5.8 million was invested in the refurbishment,
creating a conducive reading environment that attracted more users. The improved atmosphere
and security have made the library a more desirable place for students and staff. The procurement
of equipment and furniture, costing nearly LKR 5 million, was a major step in enhancing the
library's functionality, The new technological resources, especially the desktop computers and
UPS systems, have been pivotal in providing users with access to digital materials, broadening
the scope of study and research opportunities. The acquisition of 300 printed materials and the
organization of non-book materials, supported by a budget of LKR 3.3 million, significantly
expanded the library's collection and usage. Since the project completion in March 2023, the
Library has witnessed a significant increase in user visits, from 6000 in 2022 to nearly 9000 in
2023, approximately. Additionally, there has been a notable increase in borrowing activities.

Conclusion and Suggestions

The establishment of the ‘Musicology Corner’ at the SPRFPV A Library marks a significant
milestone in enhancing and accessing the academic resources available to students and staff.
The project has successfully addressed the infrastructural deficiencies that previously
hindered access to valuable non-book materials, making the library a hub for musicology
studies. Since its completion in March 2023, the “Musicology Corner’ has become an integral
part of the library, with extensive usage by the academic community, thereby reinforcing its
importance in the educational landscape of the University of Jaffna.

To further enhance the utility of the ‘Musicology Corner’, several improvements could be
considered: Regarding the increased usage of the facility, expanding the space and acquiring
additional equipment would better accommodate more users. Additionally, upgrading the
current internet facilities is essential, including connecting the *Musicology Comner’ with the
Lanka Education and Research Network (LEARN). A separate network installation dedicated
to the library is recommended to ensure a successful and stable connection with LEARN. These
enhancements would ensure that the library continues to meet the evolving needs of its users.

Keywords: Musicology, Visual arts, SPRFPV A Library, Infrastructure
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Environmental Awareness on Bolgoda Ecosystem
through Library Services

T.M.Seneviratne', C.L.Jayawardena’

Introduction

Environmentally literate individuals who deeply understand the complex human interactions
with their surroundings could immensely facilitate environmental conservation and
sustainable development. Libraries can serve as documented information providers for the
above purpose by presenting them user-friendly and readily available approach. Similarly,
traditional library interactions with its users could be expanded focusing on the environment
and valuable ecosystems. This project presents an attempt to elevate the environmental
awareness on Bolgoda ecosystem for engineering undergraduates at the University of
Moratuwa utilizing the library induction sessions during three consecutive years.

Bolgoda wetlands consisting of two large freshwater lakes and an interconnected river system
considered to be the largest of its kind in Sri Lanka, with its footprint on Colombo and Kalutara
districts. It is a sensitive ecosystem mainly due to the spatial arrangement neighbouring
industrial zones, garbage dumps and variety of human activities with respect to its
biodiversity. Bolgoda has been listed as one of the “Threatened Lakes of the Year 2018” by the
Global Nature Fund in addition to being “One of the natural wonders that one must see before
youdie”. Despite protective, preventive, and rectification measures that are in place reinforced
by policies, rules and regulations, the damage to this valuable ecosystem seems ongoing.
Hence, developing neighbouring community awareness including the students at the
University of Moratuwa seems a timely requirement. An attempt was made with this regard
since February 2022 by initiating a pilot study focusing fresh engineering undergraduates with
the objectives of to develop interactive library induction sessions enabling the undergraduates
to develop environmental awareness and the Bolgoda Ecosystem; To evaluate the impact on
library induction sessions focused on environmental awareness; To identify creative avenues
that a library could facilitate environmental awareness with reference to the Bolgoda
ecosystem; To encourage and provide opportunities for undergraduate to engage with
environmental awareness and protection focusing the neighbouring Bolgoda lake; Enlighten
undergraduates on United Nation's Sustainable Development Goals (UNSDG's) and
community responsibilities towards sustainable consumption of natural resources.

"Cormsponding author: T.M.Seneviratne, Library, University of Moratuwa, Katubedda, Moratuwa,
SriLanka. Email: thusharims@uom.lk
*Department of Earth Resources Engineering, University of Moratuwa, Katubedda, Moratuwa, Sri
Lanka.
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Project plan and Methods

The information retrieval regarding the Bolgoda ecosystem was conducted for undergraduates
since 2022 (three consecutive years to date for the student intakes 0f 2021, 2022, and 2023) to
the Faculty of Engineering, University of Moratuwa, during their library induction sessions. A
two-fold approach was followed in this study to achieve the above objectives aligned to
increase environmental awareness through effective sharing of information and library
resources. A selective bibliography was published initially on the Bolgoda ecosystem
compiling and categorizing available literature on the Bolgoda ecosystem. Both published and
unpublished sources via web-based information retrieval systems in the library were utilized
for this purpose. Secondly, undergraduates were advised to conduct a literature search on
Bolgoda ecosystem during their library induction sessions adhering to a provided guidelines
which included specific topics. This information retrieval was followed by an interactive
discussion and feedback sessions in addition to students undergoing pre and post
questionnaire surveys.

Findings and Discussion

The activity reveals positive student engagement and increased awareness based on student
feedback. In response to a Likert Scale survey, 792 undergraduates from the 2021 intake
indicated that the activity significantly improved their awareness and attitude towards the
Bolgoda ecosystem. Awareness categories of "Poor" reduced from 36.05% to 0%, "Fair"
decreased from 14.01% to 5.44%, "Satisfactory" increased from 13.61% to 24.49%, while
"Very Good" and "Excellent" awareness levels rose from 4.08% to 45.58% and from 12.24%
t0 24.49%, respectively.

When Dervin's sense-making framework, which involves seeking, encountering, and using
information to address an information need with respect to ambiguous and complex real-world
situations, was applied to 496 undergraduates from the 2022 intake, it was revealed that 98.3%
of undergraduates selected a topic relevant to the complex situations in the Bolgoda ecosystem
and were able toretrieve 98.3% relevant documents and 89.5% of appropriate document categories.

Additionally, the results of a Wilcoxon signed-rank test carried out for pre-test and post-test
assessments on facts about the geography, ecology, biodiversity, and socio-economics of the
Bolgoda ecosystem for 906 undergraduates from the 2023 intake showed a significant
improvement in knowledge after the library induction session. Undergraduates have
commented that the library resources (selected bibliography and feature articles) facilitated
the information retrieval process on all three occasions.

Conclusion and Suggestions

This project transformed a traditional library induction session to an interactive and
informative episode for students. The attempt has positively influenced in developing of
environmental stewardship among patrons. This confirms that the libraries could advocate
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sustainable practices by appropriately utilizing their resources and programs to empower
communities in sensitive ecosystems such as Bolgoda. Furthermore, fresh undergraduates
mostly new to the environment that consists of Bolgoda and with a higher probability to spend
much of the time within or near by the university premises for at least four years of their
academic activities could positively influence the environmental protection in the region by
effectively sharing their knowledge with the community through their daily engagements.

Further suggestions can be made to enhance the environmental awareness on Bolgoda
ecosystem: Establishment of a disciplinary digital repository as a specialized online platform
for storing, preserving, linking and disseminating scholarly works while functioning as a
centralized hub where researchers can access and share a wide range of digital content;
Promote undergraduate research on Bolgoda utilizing the current body of knowledge and
ensure the project outcomes to be accessible to the community for decision making and
eliminate repetition of the work; Promote an inclusive strategic management approach based on
scientific principles and rational decision-making with respect to SDG's, no.6 (clean water and
sanitation), no.11 (sustainable cities and communities), no.13 (climate action), no.14 (life below
water), and no. 15 (life on land).

Keywords: Library induction, Bolgoda ecosystem, Environmental awareness, Bibliographies
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Enhancing Literacy and Uncovering Hidden Talents
in Sri Lankan Prisoners: A Project in Welikada Prison

H.W.K.Sajeewani’

Introduction

People are imprisoned for committing a criminal offense and punished after being convicted in
front of the law. It is one of the responsibilities of the prison administration to rehabilitate and
socialize the imprisoned people after transforming them into decent. Education, rehabilitation,
and effective use of time can be used as a method for socialization. The optimum rehabilitation
process can be done by developing literacy skills, spiritual harmony, and artistic skills of
prison inmates. This can contribute to their reintegration into society and overall public safety.
The objectives of the project were to improve literacy skills among inmates; to identify and
develop their hidden personal skills that can lead to suitable employment opportunities after
release; to develop the self-confidence of the inmates; to strengthen community and family
relationships with the inmates by having positive attitudes towards them in the entire society.

Project plan and Methods

In the discussions held with the Prison Commissioner and Control and Rehabilitation Officer
at the Welikada Prison Headquarters, it was introduced that there are inmates with different
talents. Among the inmates introduced in this way, an inmate who could write books and has
written manuscripts for several books was identified. Interviews and conversations were
conducted with him. On the approval of the Commissioner of Prisoners Administration/
Rehabilitation and Skills Development, five manuscripts were submitted to Nanila
Publications Institution. They agreed to publish one manuscript first after submitting the
manuscripts to a panel of writers at their publishing institute. Nanila Publications Institution
published the manuscript of the novel as a book, titled “Anusaya Aasawa”(2019). The
publishing institute organizes awards for the books published by them every year. This novel
was also nominated for the same awards. The panel of judges recommended this prison
inmate's novel as the best novel published by the publishing institute for that year.
Accordingly, this book won the “Nanila Prakashana Award” for the best novel among the
novels published that year. Plans for enhancing literacy skills to assess individual needs;
Provide tailored education programs; Hire and train skilled educators; Incorporate
technology; create a supportive learning environment; Engage inmates in program design and
promote family and community involvement, are in progress.

‘Corresponding author: H.-W.K.Sajeewani, Gampaha Wickramarachchi University of Indigenous
Medicine, Gampaha, Sri Lanka. Email:kusala@gwu.ac.lk

56

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Proceeding of the Symposium on LIS - 2024 (ETAKAM-2024)

Findings and Discussion

It was revealed that it is essential to direct prison inmates to a proper rehabilitation system.
Thus, the hidden talents of prisoners were identified. It was realized that the development of
the inmates' reading, writing, and literary arts skills was taking place and there was a
remarkable growth in the interest and effort shown by the other inmates. By participating in the
ceremony of receiving the best novel award, for his book, personal motivation, and self-
confidence developed in him, and he was respected by society and his family.

Conclusions and Suggestions

By setting an example to other prisoners, it was possible to recognize that they too have talents,
self-strength, and self-confidence. This made it clear that prison inmates also have many
opportunities in society and that they too are valuable members of society. It was concluded
that this writing work also helped to remove negative thoughts, frustration, unease about
society, etc.

Projects like these, not only improve the inmates' reading, writing, literary, and artistic skills
but also teach them essential life lessons. It is appropriate to implement such programs to
convince that they are also indispensable people in society and can contribute to the social,
cultural, and economic development of the country by introducing projects that can identify
the talents of the inmates in all prisons, giving them proper guidance for that, and taking
necessary steps to convince them that education can transform their lives.

Keywords: Hidden talents, Prisons, Literacy skills, Information Literacy, Sri Lanka
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South Eastern Regional Library & Information Network (SERLIN)
of Sri Lanka

M.M.Mashroofa"” , M.M.Rifaudeen * , M.C.M.Azwer * , A.M. Nahfees *,
S.L.M.Sajeer* and M.J.A. Saajith °

Introduction

South Eastern University of Sri Lanka (SEUSL) is located in the Ampara district in which the
public, school, and college libraries function with poor infrastructure, human resources, and
information sources. The libraries of SEUSL are fully fledged libraries with enriched
collections of print and electronic resources, modern information services, space,
professionally qualified library academics/ professionals, paraprofessionals, a digital library,
an Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC), and automated Library Management System. As
a community outreach, SEUSL libraries extended their services to the libraries across the
Ampara district by establishing a Library & Information Network under the umbrella of
SEUSL libraries. This network has been named as “South Eastern Regional Library &
Information Network (SERLIN) of Sri Lanka”. According to Chatterjee (2016), “Information
/Library Networks refer to collaborative systems developed by the cooperation of multiple
libraries or information centers. These networks can be local (LAN) or wide area (WAN),
connecting institutions within a small or large geographical area respectively, to pool
resources and provide access to a wider range of information sources”.

The main objective of this project is to bring all the libraries in Ampara district to a common
platform to share the available resources, expertise and services among members of the
network.

Project plan and Methods

The special senior staff meeting of SEUSL libraries held on 29" September 2022 and decided
to formulate this network. Formal approval was obtained from the University, before
implementing the project.

Librarians of schools, colleges, public, and administrators such as Zonal Directors of
Education, Secretaries of Predeshya Saba and Municipal Councils, and Principals of Colleges
of the coastal belt of Ampara have been invited for a brainstorming session through which all
stakeholders were given a clear picture about the network. Name of the network, objectives of
the network, future activities were discussed and executive committee of the network was
formed as the result of the brainstorming session.

l'C.oJr‘Jr‘ee.s,tcvc;vndi:}z‘{a; author: M.M. Mashroofa, Library, South Eastern University of Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka.
Email: mashroof@seu.ac.lk
*44%¢ 1 ibrary, South Eastern University of Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka.
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The web page for SERLIN was created and linked; Financial, economic, environmental, and
social sustainability were discussed; Included strategies and activities in the SEUSL Libraries'
strategic plan; Membership applications were circulated and recruited member libraries to
SERLIN; SERLIN was officially launched at the 27" Founders Day celebration of the South
Eastern University of Sri Lanka, held on 25" October 2022.

Findings and Discussion

On the establishment of the SERLIN network, the following activities were accomplished:
Two capacity-building programs were conducted by the SEUSL Library for the
SERLIN member libraries; with the support of YM Trust Australia, 2,399 books were
donated to 29 member libraries of this network; SERLIN members were invited to
'Book Talks'and an exhibition conducted by SEUSL Library.

Another book donation will be conducted in November 2024 and all necessary arrangements
have been made. All member libraries are requested to collect materials to preserve the cultural
heritage of the Ampara district. Consequently, preservation and conservation techniques will
be implemented. Individual digital libraries will be established in the interested member
libraries to preserve the rare materials.

SERLIN has proposed to promote the Oluvil Public Library and develop it as a'Model Public
Library' for the region as one of the activities for the year 2025/2026. Furthermore, initiatives
have been taken to train staff of the member libraries on KOHA open-source library
management system.

Conclusion and Suggestions

Libraries of the South Eastern University of Sri Lanka have a responsibility in developing the
regional libraries across Ampara as the libraries located in this area are poorly equipped, with
less facilities, poor infrastructure, and managed without qualified staff. Implementing a
network among the libraries of Ampara district is well underway, at present. Considering the
status of these libraries, SERLIN network has planned its activities and proceeding with great
success.

Ampara district still has several rural villages that have less opportunity to enjoy and utilize the
state-of-the-art facilities which exist in urban areas. So far, libraries in the coastal belt (Tamil-
speaking area) have not been included in the project, and as the next step, this network should
be extended to other areas, too.

Keywords: SERLIN network, SEUSL, Information services.
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