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Adolf Kramer of Cramer, ook Craemer, was reeds
prop., toen hij in 1706 op Ceijlon kwam. Hem werd al
aanstonds opgelegd, zich in de Malabaarsche (Tamulsche)
taal te oefenen; en bij heeft dan ook vercheidene jaren, van
1711 af, zich te Jaffanapatnam beziggehouden met de studie
daarvan en hielp tevens de predikanten, met name in 1715
den zwakken Ds. Jan Bruining, in hun predikwerk.
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“It is to be observed that in Ceylon they not only
speak the Cinghalesche but also the Malabaarsche lan-

guages, the former from Negombo to Colombo, Caleture,
Berbering, Alican, Gale, Belligamme, Matura, Donders etc.
But in all other parts of the Island which are contiguous to
the Coromandel coast, Malabaarsche is the prevailing lan-
guage. I have heard it often asserted by the inhabitants of
Jafna patnam that, that part of the country was times past
peopled from the Coromandel coast and hence the dialect

" of their fatherland (which is situated so close to Ceylon);

the probable accuracy of this account is borne out by the
circumstance, that in the interior of the country as Candy,
Vintane, Ballaney etc, the Cinghalesche is the only language
generally spoken ” '

(Description of East India.... P.287)
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