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+%* Peri, a unique and unforgettable close-to-heart friend
of over six decades.

Although | feel a pang in the heart at the loss
of a dear friend of more than six decades, pleasant
feelings also fill my heart in going down a cherished
memory lane, recollecting my close friendship
with “Peri” as he was fondly called by his close but
comparatively large circle of friends.

Like me, many will deeply feel his departure.

| first met Peri when | joined St. John's College,
Jaffna in 1958, to which my father got me admitted
after the race riots in Colombo in that year. He was a
hosteller and |, a day-scholar. From day one, he became
close to me and | noticed that he had many such close
friends, always jovial and mixing freely. Thereafter,
after a short break we happened to meet again at the
Ceylon Law College for our Law Studies. Here too, we
had pleasant times with some close friends belonging
to all races and religions, enjoying practical jokes

played on each other and holiday trips together to
many parts of the Island that was Ceylon (now Sri
Lanka).l have vivid pleasant memories of our holiday
group visiting and having meals at Peri’s home in one
of our jaunts to Jaffna.

At Law College we were also closely associated
in working for the Law College Hindu Students Union.

There was an inevitable break brought about
by the 1983 Black July Race Riots when he shifted to
Jaffna and | and family to Chennai in India. However
from 1987 onwards, our close contact and friendship
recommenced, when we began practicing our legal
profession in partnership with our other close friend
Mr. A E Pararajasingham (Para) in Colombo. So |
well knew and understood Peri and, the core of his
character.

Almost everyone who came into contact
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with him, sans race, religion, status in life, became
his friend. By nature he was humble and exuded
friendship, always and all around.

| have pleasant memories of attending his
wedding in his home village in Jaffna with our close
friends. We were surprised to find some unexpected
Sinhalese friends too, who had travelled all the way to
Jaffna to attend the happy function. Peri was a right-
hand man to me in most of my family functions, always
at hand and ready to render any needed assistance.
Likewise he was also a trouble shooter whenever
any friend had personal or professional problems or
difficulties.

He stood by his friends during happy times
and as well as periods of trials and tribulations.

Beyond the legal fraternity, he was able to
befriend almost all those with whom he had to deal
with in discharging his duty as an Attorney-at law and
Notary Public, in the Registries of various Courts, Land

Registries, Kachcheries, Municipalities and other
offices in many Districts, North, East and South, from
the lowest cadres to the highest in office. Admirably
he had an inborn characteristic of being ably befriend
anyone everywhere and at anytime.

Peri and | and few other colleagues in the
legal profession, led by Mr. S C Chandrahasan (son
of Thanthai Chelva) were deeply involved in lending
legal assistance to Tamil youths who were detained
under the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA), by filing
nearly 300 Habeas Corpus actions in the courts. For
this purpose Peri and | and other colleagues visited
the detainees, with Court permission, continuously
during many week-ends, at the Welikade Prisons and
Panagoda Army Camp. In so doing Peri had to sacrifice
his personal and family duties and commitments.

One of our close and intimate friends was Mr.
Thangathurai, former FP/TULF Member of Parliament
for Trincomalee/Muthur, (who we fondly called
Thanganna). When he was an MP, Peri and | met him
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at least thrice a week after work, in his MPs’ quarters
near the Parliament and discussed the then current
political situation and helped him with suggestions
for his speeches and documents. Our close friendship
continued even when he was not an MP.

With all these he was also deeply affectionate
towards his family. | knew his family, extended
family and relatives well just as he did about mine.
Like his parents and family, he was a born and strict
vegetarian; he was deeply religious and observed
many Hindu religious rituals and fasts, particularly
the “Kantha Shasti Viratham”.

Deep love and admiration for Carnatic music
was inborn in him. He knew closely and intimately
many leading Carnatic vocalists and instrumentalists
in the country. He and |, led by our Guru, Gatam
Vidvan Guruvayur K K Atchuthan, were deeply
involved in the Music Society “lllankai Theagarajah
Gana Samajam”. The Samajam conducted Annual
Music Festivals called “Theagaraja Isai Vizha”

annually for five days at the Wellawatte Manikka
Vinayagar Temple in Colombo for many continuous
years. Peri and | spent days and nights along with our
Guru and others in organizing and conducting these
annual festivals which were looked forward to by
thousands of “rasikas” and some of the programmes
were relayed live by the then “Radio Ceylon”.

A very striking feature in Peri’s character is the
total absence of ego in his inner self. In a nutshell, a
great and sincere noble soul was Peri,

Peri, we miss you deeply but take solace in the
definite belief and conviction that you will be at the
feet of Our Lord enjoying eternal bliss.

Ranganathan Srinivasan
Attorney-at-Law
Australiya
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EX ,ArLegm'wice of the Voiceless TAmilians

Mr. Selvadurai Perinpanayagam, a Senior
Attorney-at- Law in our society, fondly called by
us as ‘Periyamama’ from our childhood, a social
concious humanitarian legal defender of the socially
oppressed Tamil speaking people; very fluent in all
the three languages, an intense lover of fine arts
and aesthetics, well versed in the knowledge of
the all legal procedures with chapter and verse,
fully aware of each and every complicated articles
in the book of law, above all a legal voice of the
voiceless Tamilians, hailed from an extremely social
conscious family at Vathiry in Vadamaradchy.

Actually there is a long generation gap
between Mr.Perinpanayagam and myself. So
I am not deserving to write about his past
achievements. Anyway | feel it is my inevitable duty
and responsibillty to record a few words about him,
to the best of my childhood memory power.

Mr. Perinpanayagam was not only my
close relative but my next door neighbour also. A
beloved step brother of my mother and lovable
brother-in-law of my father. He had great respect
for my father but both would be behaving as
close friends. He would often visit my father
and behaving a friendly talk with him in fluent
English. | used to be much impressed by his clear
cut English pronunciation and his way of speaking.
Both would be discussing for a long time about the
news items of the ‘Daily News’ English newspaper.

I would be closely listening to their
conversation and picking up lot of legal terms
by heart from their talk. His cut and dried English
pronunciation, from the bottom of his throat,
like Mr.G.G.Ponnampalam had always been a
great motivation to me, to develop my English
pronunciation skills and to become a Teacher of
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English later in my life. It had made a great impact
on my mind and created a strong desire in me to
learn English.

Mr.Perinpanayagam had close contacts
with the leading Tamil Lawyers of his time,
such as MrS.JV.S.Chandrahasan, Mr.Srinivasan,
Mr.Sivasithamparam, and Mr.CV. Vivekananthan.
Mr. Perinpanayagam being one of them, made
a great contribution to win many political cases,
filsed against the Tamil speaking people. He was an
important Defence Counsel in the Trial-at-Bar case
‘procedure against the TULF members of Parliament
around 1977.

Such a wonderful personality of our Vathiry
society, breathed his last on 02.03.2021 at is ripe
age of 84. It is not only a great loss but also an
irreparable loss for our socially oppressed and
suppressed society as well as for the politically

repressed Tamil speaking people of Sri Lanka.
Let us pay our ultimate salute to this great

gentleman and pray for his great soul to rest in
everlasting peace and bliss.

- Ratnasabapathy Uthayasankar -
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