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K. Chitravelu
(Fetd) Adm: Officer/Registrar, High Court

The Island of Sri Lanka was once upon a
time described as a ‘‘Land of Demon™ by a
Historian in his book: perhaps he has said so
in a metaphorical sense. The inhabitants of the
Island were the ‘Yakkas and Nagas’®, the abori-
gines of the country. The Yakka Queen, Kuweni
was ruling her clan and it was during this period
that the North Indian Prince Vijaya and his seven
hundred followers who were banished from their
Kingdom, landed in the North Western coast of
the lsland. They were supposed to have met
Kuweni and her people, intermingled with them
and started their living with them, in that part
of the Island. With the evolution of time thers
evolved a Royal Dynasty and the inhabitants
were continued to be ruled by them. The Royalty
and their subjects were, in subsequent periods
influened by the spread of Buddhism by the
deciples of the Buddha who came from India
from time to time and Buddhist shrines were
built for worship.

The inhabitants of the Northern and Eastern
parts of the lIsland largely consisted of follo-
wers of the Hindu religion. The existence of
Hindu Temples from time immemorial in these
areas, are landmarks that Indicate the presence
of Hindu population in these parts of the Island
from very early times.

“Thirukonamaiai”, the land predominently in-
habited by Tamil Hindus is known as “Trinco-
malee’” in its English version. The place names,
~Thirukkonamalai’, *'Thirukkonamamalai*, **Thiru-
kkonasalam’® are one and the same and are sy-
nonymous with the name of the ancient Hindu
Temple “Thirukkoneswaram”™ where the Temple
is situated. From ancient times, the Thirukko-
neswaram Temple and the Hindu population of
Thirukkonamalai area were interdependent in the
development of religious, social
affairs. The antiquity and sanctity of the Thitu-
kkoneswaram Temple complex needs no special
emphasis, which in fact are evidenced by reports
of past Historians as three main Temples, two
at the extremities of the hill overhanging the
sea and one in the middle at the highest point.

and cultural .

The Terp'es’ Holy fountain, the ‘’Pavanasa Thir-
tham’’ which now exists as a deep well, is
located at the Southern side of the hill. The
Holy Tree of the Temple (Thala Virudcham)
stili exists luxuriantly rooted in the rock at the
Northern extremity adjoining the present Temple.
Thus, it becomes clear, that the entire area and
extent of the hill is the property of the Thi-
tukkoneswaram Temple. The fame and glory of
the Temple was so great that a Portuguese
Historian in report described the Temple as the
“Rome of gentiles of the Orient......

An ancient Tamil Chronicle among many
others, records the fact that as far back as the
year 436 AD, a Chola King carried out large
scale renovation work and improvements to the
Thirukkoneswaram Temple complex. He is said
to have organised and established permanent
sources of supply of the daily requirements of
the Temple such as Raw rice, milk, oil, honey
flowers, earthen utencils firewood etc from the
Thampalakamam, Kaddukulam and Koddiyar Pattus.
The required man power for the performance
of the various services and duties at the Temples
daily and during special and annual festival
occasions were obtained from selected families
in the sa‘d Pattus (known as Tholumpu karar).
These said Pattus are the areas which now
comprise the entire Trincomalee District. The
daily requirements are enormous in quantities
and the customary mode of performance of
poojas and other ceremonies are laid down in
the Konesar Sasanam in detail. It, therefore,
becomes evident that the Hindu population of
the three Pattus and continuous and unterrupp-
ted connection with the Thirukkoneswaram Temple
throughout the years. These features establish
the fact that the Temple remained as a source
of inspiration to the Hindu population of the
area for the development of religious, social
and cultural affairs and at the same time inter-
dependent on such matters as stated earlier.

The Thirukkoneswaram Temple complex,
during the zenith of its religious splendour and

pristine glory, received its fatal blow of com-
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[lete demolition by the Portuguese forces on
the New Years day in the year 1622 AD. These
ruthless invaders buili a fort on the Southern
part of the Temple precincts, making use of
the debris of the demolished Temple consisting
of carved stone pillars, stone block eic. These
facts are borne out by the inscriptions relating
to the Temple still appearing on the stone
pillars that remain in the walls of the fort.
The main entrance to this fort named as Fort
Frederick on the the Southern side still re-
mains as the only way of entiy for the Hindu
Public to Thirukkoneswaram. The Portuguese
who committed this wenton act of destruction
did not hold on in Tricomalee for long. The
Dutch who succeeded them s&s rulers were not
different in their behaviour towards the Tamils
and their Hindu religion. They too, remained
in Trincomalee only for a short period. Despite

the destiuction of the original edifice, the Holy"

premises continued to be venerated by succee-
d ng generation of Hindus throughout the
centuries.

Under the British rule, the Hindu Public
were allowed worship without any restriction
and the Devotees reqularly congregated at the
Northern extremity of the hill where one of
tha main Temples once existed and continued
to worship and make offerings, which place
was called as Swamy Rock. Even during the
period of World War 2, when the rulers adop
ted strict security measures, the Devotces were
allowed access to the Swamy Rock on set days
with adequate safeguards.

The hopes of the Hindus, both in Trincomalee
and in the rest of the lIsland of sesing the
Temp'e of Thirukkoneswaram rise once again in
its p'ace, remained a dream till the year 1950,
In the month of August that year, seven statues
of the Deities and some other relics belonging
to the Temple were unearthed at a place not
too distant from Thirukkoneswaram when a well
was being sunk. The miraculous escape of these
statues from the vandelism and rapacity of the
Portuguese marauders and their discovery gave
the necessary impetus for the Hindu Fublic to
commence re-building the Thirukkoneswaram
Temple complex worthy of its origina! fame and
glory. Efforts continued and by the year 1963,

waLTGaps 1T

the Temple as it stands today at the Norihern :
extremity of the hill was built and consecrated
to the great del.ght and happiness of the Hindus
throughout the Island. Although a greater amount
of work still remains to be continued in respect
of the other main Temples and bui!dings, this
consecration created a relig'ous re-awakening
in the hearts and minds of the Hindu Public
of Trincomaiee.

Following the consecration, the rel gious
functions at the Temple were started to be
peiformed on a detaled scale with the custo-
ma.y six dail; poojas, special ceremonies on
ausp cious occasions and the annual Th ruvilia
Festival. The Pavanasa Trirtham we.|l was sancti-
f.ed, covered and kept f.ee from desecration.
The open groud on the Norihwestern side and
in front of the Thirtham well were frequently
cleared and preserved for the deities” process-
ions and Audiences duting ihe festival and the
water cutting ceremonies. The Temple functions
were carried out on these lines, providing fruitful
thoughts to the Devotees, reminicent of the
religious splendour that existed at Thirukkones-
waram in the past. This position lasted without
any serious impediments or difficulties during
the following 20 years from the time of con-
secration of the Temple.

In the year 1983, communal disturbances
broke out in the country and Trincomalee was
rated as one of the worst affected area. The
Thirukkoneswaram Temple too had to pay its
share in the upheavel. Daily functions at the
Temple got disorganised not to mention about
the special and annual festivals which too, were
not conducted according to schedule. A laiger
number of armed forces moved into fort and
the security measures were tightened. The situa-
tion became difficult for the devotees and pil-
grims to visit the Temple. 1The Priests and the
Temple servants vacated their quarters. In March
1986, some of the Deities installed in the outer
sanctum of the Temple were dislodged from
their positions and the go!d and silver plates
placed beneath were robbed by unknown persons.
There was fear in the minds of the Hindu Public
regarding the priceless statues of the Deities
that once escaped the sacrilege at the hands
of the Portuguese, would again face a perilous
state.
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¢ Temple and suggested them

¢ whose members
¢ meaningfu! suggestions. At the came time the

¢ cisms and cemplaints from

As time pessed, the situation gradually im-
proved. The then Government Agent, Trincomalee

t summoned a conference of the Hindu Organi-

sations and the Management Committee of the
to get together
functions at the

and recorganise the religious

t Temple and regularise them suitably for worship
. by Devoiees. The Hindu Organisations and sec-

tions of the Hindu Public, however, were not
able to do anything towards the improvement
or reorganisation of the Temple affairs without
the co-oporaticn of the Management committee
were not receptive to any

commitiee did not prove equal to the tasks
facing it on its own. No substantial improve-
ments were effected as regards proper conduct
of poojas and other functions. Conditions dete-
riorated to such a level that there were criti-
the Hindu Public
about the unorthodox manner the committee
continued to ccnduct the only ‘single’ pooja a
day with meagre offerings at the Temple.

the
the

In the latter part of the year 1992,
Governor of the North East Province and
Ministry of Hindu Cultural Affairs took the
initiat ve to effect some improvements to the
Temple huildings which were in a neglected
state and to perform the Maha Kumpap'shekam
with a view 1o re-commence proper daily, special
and annual functions at the Temple. The nece-
ssary funds were provided from the President’s
Fund, together from contributions obtained with
the efforts of the Ministry of Hindu Cultural
Affairs mostly from Hindu Organisations based
in Colombo. A Restoration Committee appointed
by these Authorities to aitend to this work,
completed their task in due time. The Maha
kumpapishekam took place on the 11th of
February to the happiness of all concerned and
the Hindu Public of Trincomalee are grateful
to the Honourable Minister, the Ministry Offi-
cials and the Governor of the MNorth East Pro-
vince for this accomplishment. The 45 Apishekams
that follow the Kumpapishekar: ceremony are
taking place at present. The annual Thiruvila
festiva! (Mahotchavam) is due te¢ commence on
the 5th of April with traditional Flag hoisting
and would end with the Water cutting ceremony
at the Pavanasa Thirtham well. It is obligatory
on the part of the Management to see that

T R M A N S R S R RN AN A et
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this Festival which is to take place after a
lapse of several years, is conducted properly,
paying heed to all traditional requirements and
fulfilling the desires of the Hindu Public in all
respects.

. At this juncture, the thoughts of the Hindu
Public fiash back to the dark days of the 17th
century when the Portuguese invaders broke
into Thirukkoneswaram Temple and ravaged its
edifice. The invaders occupied a greater part of
the percincts of the Temple. The succeeding
ruiers, the Dutch and the British too, continued
to keep this land space under their control.
Several buildings and ramparts had been built
by them in places where the other two main
Temples, shrines, pooja mandapams and Temples’
go-downs, once, stood. There had been no
opportunity for the Hindu Public to regain these
areas from the foreign rulers. In fact the Hindu
Public were in a “vacuum’' as regards resto-
ration of the Temples and proper worship arrange-
ments till the discovery of the statues of the
Deities of the Temple in the year 1850 as
mentioned earlier.

We are now an independent nation free from
the shackles of foreign powers. Our present
Government, through its Cultural Ministry has
tecognised the antiquity, fame and glory of the
Thirukkoneswaram Temple in full measure. The
generous contributions towards the restoration
of the Temple and its religious functions and
the valuable assistance given by the represen-
tatives of the Government on the occasion of
the Maha Kumpapishekam are fully appreciated
by the Hindu Public of Trincomalee. The Hindu
Public are, therefore, confident and hopeful that
the Government would in course of time exiend
its generosity further by making it possible for
the Hindu Public to regain the land, space and
amenities that the Thirukkoneswaram Temple
once owned and subsequently lost to the fore-
ign rulers. The Hindu Public have in their minds,
plans for the re-building of the other two main
Temples, creation of institutions like meditation
centre, Training schoo! for Hindu Priests and
Schelars (Kurukulam) Library and reading rooms
equipped with Hindu Chronicles and religious
books and a Cultural mussum. The last but no
the least is the need for a Hindu Pilgrims’ Rest
for this famous and reputed Temple, which
draws crowds of pilgrims and Devotees from
various parts of the country and abroad and
the stream of crowds swelis during the Festival
Seasons. -
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