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1. To Vadhryasva when he worshipped her
with gifts she gave fierce Divodasa, canceller
of debts. Consumer of the churlish niggard,
one and all, thine, O Sarasvati, are these
effectual boons.

2. She with her might, like one who digs for
lotus-stems, hath burst with her strong waves
the ridges of the hills. Let us invite with
songs and holy hymns for help Sarasvati who
slayeth the Paravatas.

3. Thou castest down, Sarasvati, those who
scorned the Gods, the brood of every Brsaya
skilled in magic arts. Thou hast discovered
rivers for the tribes of men, and, rich in
wealth! made poison flow away from them.

4. May the divine Sarasvati, rich in her
wealth, protect us well,Furthering all our
thoughts with might

5. Whoso, divine Sarasvati, invokes thee
where the prize is set, Like Indra when he
smites the foe.

6. Aid us, divine Sarasvati, thou who art
strongin wealth and power Like Pusan, give us
opulence.

7. Yea, this divine Sarasvati, terrible with her
golden path, Foe-slayer, claims our eulogy.

8.Whose limitless unbroken flood, swift-
moving with a rapid rush, Comes onward
with tempestuous roar.

9. She hath spread us beyond all foes, beyond
her Sisters, Holy One, As Surya spreadeth
out the days.

10. Yea, she most dear amid dear stream, Seven-
sistered, graciously inclined, Sarasvati hath
earned our praise.
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11. Guard us from hate Sarasvati, she who hath
filled the realms of earth, And that wide tract,
the firmament!

12.  Seven-sistered, sprung from threefold
source, the Five Tribes’ prosperer, she must be

Invoked in every deed of might.

13. Marked out by majesty among the Mighty
Ones, in glory swifter than the other rapid
Streams, Created vast for victory like a chariot,
Sarasvati must be extolled by every sage.

14. Guide us, Sarasvati, to glorious treasure:
refuse us not thy milk, nor spurn us from thee.
Gladly accept our friendship and obedience: let
us not go from thee to distant countries.
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1. This stream Sarasvati with fostering current
comes forth, our sure defence, our fort of iron.
As on a car, the flood flows on, surpassing in
majesty and might all other waters.

2. Pure in her course from mountains to the
ocean, alone of streams Sarasvati hath listened.
Thinking of wealth and the great world of
creatures, she poured for Nahusa her milk and
fatness.

3. Friendly to man he grew among the women,
a strong young Steer amid the Holy Ladies. He
gives the fleet steed to our wealthy princes, and
decks their bodies for success in battle.

4. May this Sarasvati be pleased and listen at
this our sacrifice, auspicious Lady, When we
with reverence, on our knees, implore her close-
knit to wealth, most kind to those she loveth.
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5. These offerings have ye made with adoration;
say this, Sarasvati, and accept our praises; And,
placing us under thy dear protection, may we
approach thee, as a tree, for shelter.

6. For thee, O Blest Sarasvati, Vasistha hath
here unbarred the doors of sacred Order. Wax,
Bright One, and give strength to him who lauds
thee. Preserve us evermore, ye Gods, with

blessings.

faf empHSTT aiHanh aiFall 6 Fravald), FTAVMTAN GObdIEUITEDT
BBTSHES Famiai

1. auflag_Gerr! 5 wassTar aVGSTSSTS®S BF)
saflar pHCa LA&Gs YDmeverereuerTil (3)(Hd
@b FpavaiBls@l urT@®EpmL. afayL Ger! B
Congluileun  yalluleperar  Freveudlenw Gus
@D BTG beHLULL (Herer avCsHmLomisGerT(®)
GumbmeyLb.

2. QpFlw FrevaglGu! 2 cireienL w1 LoFeHLOWITED
waflsr @)halls 2 ewreysemen, Ljaluiled GFmdul
QVILD 2 GTT6rT S FeFeMGTLI LITGIS@GLD 16, 6THISENGTS
sauahs Hi& Gamarerayib. LOhS HidFHatear ACHHS)
wrer B YallF CFvaTHrFGF OFaSms
2jofl&sa LD,

3. LOBIFGTLONGT FTeVaS GTHIFEHFHG LOBIFETSHMD
QefiiLmens. GDOWHDIF CFILIGHLD, 2 6uT
@als Smua@swTear GCsal, ermisemer bl
Qsmeateumerns. B @wssHleflwmesd  CumhmL
e g Gumed @UGuUmups  auSlaji_evTed
GumhmliLL_ayLb.

4. Loewerailsenar ail(HLOLLIGITH@HLD, L|S6V6UTHEHGT
@B LOLLIGITSHGIHLD 2 SSHLD SITGOTLD eI ILIGU TIHGHLOITGHT
BITEISET DIUCHGT (e (@) IGILIT(LY &I FT6 QUITEHGST
eLp&HComiLp.

5. sgaveurGer! 2 aTan/ewL i ()6 FeHaIL[aTaTEHE
WLD FSS GULPEIGLIGHAIUILDTET eevsGaTT(h
GTRIS@HEDL_ILI LITGUSGUIITII (9)(5%5aLD.

6. BTEIS6T 2 cwTenauL /LD, Lilgenggenwiujb G\Lim FTev
QUITGHTIGT FRUBISATTG) LIS (HLILIZILD HeHaTaI(H
GLD LjevaTmauGLomest Lomirenlt GLosdensls GLimpmi
Gaumomss.

1. I sing a lofty song, for she is mightiest, most
divine of Streams.Sarasvati will I exalt with
hymns and lauds, and, O Vasistha, Heaven and
Earth.

2. When in the fulness of their strength the
Pirus dwell, Beauteous One, on thy two grassy
banks, Favour us thou who hast the Maruts for
thy friends: stir up the bounty of our chiefs.

3. So may Sarasvati auspicious send good luck;
she, rich in spoil, is never niggardly in thought,
When praised in jamadagni's way and lauded as
Vasistha lauds.

4. We call upon Sarasvan, as unmarried men
who long for wives, As liberal men who yearn
for sons.

5. Be thou our kind protector, O Sarasvan, with
those waves of thine Laden with sweets and
dropping oil.

6. May we enjoy Sarasvan's breast, all-beautiful,
that swells with streams, May we gain food and
progeny.
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g The Sivathond
Ivathondan -
e To the Heart that yearns, the Lord draws nigh o
i Volume: 88 (September - October 2024 ) Issue : 9-10 &
S All IS THAT b
e Have you not seen that One Supreme, Fa
Who permeates the eye that sees?
*_ Are you not able to observe *-
That which is female, male and neuter?
Lo Can you not perceive that it is That, o
A Which has become both earth and heaven? Fa
Is it not clear and evident
*‘ That holiness and beauty too are That? 1’
Qb Do you not know that it is That, @b
Which stands as father and as mother? A
et Will you not reflect and mark
* That you and I are also That? *
i Will you not notice and rejoice i
Qb That ripe and raw fruit — both are That? P
e Can you not think and understand Fan
That That appears as fire and wind?
* Will you not take the medicine *'
b That makes the mortal immortal? Pub
Can you not see abiding inseparably with you e
Fla The Lord, who on the burning — ground!
* With ghosts and spirits dances? *
Qb ALL IS PERVADED BY BRAHMAN Qb
&len e
Refrain Peace, Perfec Peace -
} All is pervaded by Brahman *‘
Qb Let all men with devotion @Lb
Proclaim this till their dying day. -
e Peace, perfect peace.... -l
* Wherever you are placed, Siva, Siva *
i There will abide the abounding fragrance of Siva .
P Peace, perfect peace.... QLo
Fan Tani timi timi tari kida kida sem - Fau
The knowledge that we are That is our armour
*‘ Peace, perfect peace.... 1’
b Tottintat ta ta ta tari kida - @b
Why all this toil and trouble? Everywhere is Siva, Siva!
Flan Flan
Peace, perfect peace....
l.. When both macrocosm and microcosm are seen as That, 1-
To render service is the proper thing. =

Peace, perfect peace..

*‘ P Hau * QLD Flau }
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ASHTHAVAKAR

o

While the Pandavas were wandering among holy
places in the forest, they come one day to the
hermitage of the personages immortalized in the
Upanishads. Lomasa told Yudhishthira the story of
that place.

Uddalaka, a great sage and teacher of Vedanta, had
a disciple named Kagola, who was virtuous and
devoted but had no great learning. So the other
disciples used to laugh and mock at him Uddalaka,
however, attached no great weight to his disciple’s
lack of erudition but really appreciated his virtues,
devotion and good conduct and gave his daughter
Sujata in marriage to him.

The couple was blessed with a son. A child generally
inherits the characterization of both the parents, but
fortunately the grandson of Uddalaka took after his
grandfather rather than his father and knew the Vedas
even while he was in his mother’s womb. When
kagola made mistakes as he often did in reciting the
Vedas, The child in the womb would twist his body
before he was born. These crooks earned him the
name of Ashtavakra which means “Eight-crooks.”

Kagola, one ill-fated day provoked a polemical
contest with Vandi, the court scholar at Mithila, and
having been defeated was made to drown himself.

Meanwhile Ashtavakra grew up to be a towering
scholar even in his boyhood and at the age of twelve
he had already completed his study of the Vedas and
the Vedanta.

One day Ashtavakra learnt that Janaka, the King
of Mithila, was performing a great sacrifice in the
course of which the assembled scholars would, as
usual, debate on the sastras, Ashtavakra set out for
Mithila accompanied by his uncle Swetaketu. On
their way to the place of sacrifice at Mithila, they
came across the king and his retinue. The attendants
of the King marched in front shouting: “Move away.
Make way for the King “Ashtavakra instead of
moving out of the way said to them.

“O royal attendants, even the King if he is righteous
has to move and make way for the blind, the
deformed, the fair sex, persons bearing loads and
brahmanas learned in the vedas. This is the rule
enjoined by the scriptures.”

The king, surprised at these wise words of the
brahmana boy, accepted the justness of the rebuke
and made way, observing to his attendants: ‘What
this brabmana stripling says is true. Fire is fire
whether it is tiny or big and has the power to burn.”

Ashtavakra and swetaketu entered the sacrificial
hall. The gate — keeper stopped them and said, “Boys
cannot go in, Only old men learned in the Vedas may
£o into the sacrificial hall”

Ashtavakra, replied: We are not mere boys. We
have observed the necessary vows and have learnt
the Vedas, Those who have mastered the truths
of the Vedanta will not judge another on mere
considerations of age or appearance.”

The gate-keeper said: “Stop. Have done with your
idle bray. How can you, a mere boy. have learnt and
realized the Vadanta?”

The boy said: “You mean I am not big like an over-
grown gourd with no substance in it? Size is no
indication of knowledge or worth, nor is age. A very
tall old man may be a tall old fool. Let me pass”.

The gate — keeper said: “You are certainly not, nor
tall, though you talk like all the hoary sages. Get
out.”

Ashtavakra replied: Gate-keeper, grey hairs do not
prove the ripeness of the soul. The really mature
man is the one who has learnt the Vedas and the
Vedangas, mastered their gist and realized their
essences. I am here to meet the court Pandit Vandi.
Inform king Janaka of my desire.”

At that moment the King himself came there and
easily recognized Ashtavakra the precociously wise
boy he had met before.

The king asked: “ Do you know that my court
Pandit Vandi has overthrown in argument many
great scholars in the past and caused them to be cast
into the ocean? Does not that deter you from this
dangerous adventure?”

Ashtavakra replied, “Your eminent scholar has not
hitherto encountered men like me who are proficient
in the Vedas or Vedanta. He has become arrogant

Digitized by Noolah:andomainowith easy victories over good men who

noolaham.org |[@axanaham.org

24




Henrpeni_ai

not real scholars. I have come here to repay the debt
due on account of my father who was defeated by
this man and made to drown himself, as I have heard
from my mother, I have no doubt I shall vanquish
Vandi. whom you will see crumple up like a broken-
wheeled cart. Please summon him.”

Ashtavakra met Vandi. They took up a debatable
thesis and started an argument, each employing his
utmost learning and wits to confound the other. and
in the end the assembly unanimously declared the
victory of Ashtavakra and the defeat of Vandi. The
court Pandit of Mithila bowed his head and paid the

THE DEVI - SUKTA VAK ON HERSELF

I move with Rudras and with Vasus, I move
with Adityas and all — Gods by my side,
And both Mitra and Varuna I support

As I do Indra, Agni and the two Asvins,

| and all this | Eé%@%@h
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[ uphold Soma, the destroyer of the foe,

And I sustain Tuastar and Pushan and Bhaga;
Irewardwithwealththemanwhoofferssacrifice
and the devout worshipper pouring the Soma.

I am Queen the gatherer — up of treasures,
theKnower,thefirstamongtheHolyones,

The Devas have established me in many places
Me who live on many planes, in many a form,

The man who sees, who breathes, who hears what’s spoken,
through me alone obtains his sustenance;

There are those who dwell by my side but know not
Hear,whohasthearing:Itelltheethesacredtruth.

Yes, I my Self say this — and these my words
Must needs be welcome to the Devas and men
One whom I have I make mighty — make of him
A Brahmana, a Rishi, a gifted man

For Rudra I stretch out the string of his bow
toshowthefiercehateroftheholyman

And for the People I engage in battle,

and through the earth and the heaven I spread

And on its summit I bring foith the father
my home is within waters, in the ocean
From where I extend to all existing worlds,
and Yonder heaven I touch with my forehead

And it is I who, like the world, breathe forth,

and set all existing world in motion;

Beyond heaven and beyond the earth am I
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penalty by drowning himself in the ocean and going
to the abode of Varuna.

Then the spirit of Kagola, the father of Ashtavakra,
gained peace and joy in the glory of his son. The
author of the epic instructs us through these words
put in Kagola’s mouth.

“A son need not be like his father. A father who is
physically weak may have a very strong son and
an ignorant father may have a scholarly son. It
is wrong to assess the greatness of a man on his
physical appearance or age. External appearances
are deceptive.”
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