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Qur vision
Creation of woman of human values with matriarchal leadership and self-
accomplishment.
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Our Mission

We will journey on as a fostering center for achieving the social recognition to the
female children lacking livelihood resources by providing base for sustainability,
protection, care, respect and education for self-accomplishment to face the social
challenges.
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The Temple
Tamil Pandit Dr. M. Kandaiyah, Earlalai

The temple of Durgadevi at Tellippalai is an object of more admiration than that of
veneration in the era of its recent development. The rapid growth and the fast
development of its edifices and the vivid colours and varigated beauties issuing
forth from them create a good solemn taste and an indelible mark of imprint in the
minds of pilgrims and devotees and as a whole the temple stands to be felt as a
marvel.

In early thought of saivism any spot where in a marvel is enacted is undoubtedly a
kshetra or a sacred spot or a field of divinity where in the process of an active
power is already on the working. The kshetrahood or sacredness of the spot in
reference i.e. the venue of the temple is to be traced to its very beginning that is
said to be roughly three hundred years back. It is said that a saintly person known
as Kathirkamer who himself is an ardent worshipper (upaasaka) of goddess Durga
in a chakra-mystic diagram-form took shelter in an Iruppai-Bassia Longifolia- grove
in ulukodai the exact site of the present temple. He installed the Durgadevi chakra
at his worship at the foot of a tree there and rested worshiping the same.

Generallyitis believed that the foot of a tree under which a saintly person could sit
in contemplation retiring from his worldly alliances, becomes a sanctified spot and
the tree itself is conceived as the haunt of divinity. It is quite evident from what we
witness that the well flourished ancient kshetras include a sacred tree with- in
their bounds and the tree too is venerated as Tala Vruksha the tree of the sacred
spot and when an icon or anything equvalent to it installed in the same spot the
sanctity of and divinity adds toit rises to an unimaginable level.
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The natural affinity of divinity with some of the material things such as the tree the
water spread, the ant hill and the mountain peaks claimed in the Baihatsamhita
and the Bhavishya puraana, the famous Hindu scriptures can be suggested as an
scriptural evidence to this fact. So it is not far, from truth if we account the quick
and steady development and the marvellous features of this temple to the contact
with the particular Bassia Longifolia tree through saint Kathirkaamer. Itis also to be
noted that four of the same kind of trees are still found in the temple premises.

The awe inspiring sight of the depth and vast spacious dimension of the temple
tank attracting the on comer with a long row of sculptural sacred pots set with the
traditional mango leaves and the coconuts, on all the four sides the small but well
looking difices in the miniature form of shrine rooms with pretty domesin the four
corners, the glittering long steps symmetrically laid with spotless white stones and
the well painted and fashionably shaped dome (vimaana) over the shrine hall
meant for the deity of Durgadevi's residence when the deity visits the tank forthe
festival of water-cutting ceremony, the admirably large and lofty size of the chariot
stand, the all enveloping excellence of artistic beauty manifesting in the rows of
carvings of the massive chariot, the imposing height along with the architectural
excellence and the sculptural embellishment of the majestic raaja gopuram
depicting the graceful functions of gods illustrated in the extent saiva puraanas, the
solemn beauty of the niches enshrined with Dvaaraganapathi, Dvaarasubrahmaniya,
the Sanganithi and Padu- manithi in the front wall to be found on either side of the
raaja gopuram and interposed with fashionable edifices are some of the salient
features striking the devotional minds and directing them straight to the darsan of
Durgadevi enshrined in the sanctorum manifesting in boundless grace.

The cleanliness of the various halls, shrines and the first praaha- ara-the circum
ambulatory passage of the inner temple-is maintained with meticulous care. The
vimaana-the single tiered dome over the sanctum sanctorum and the projected
shrine room of the mahaamandapam-the court room or pavilion of Durgadevi are
pleasant for look as they are adorned with the sculptures of lions in lying posture,
the divine goblins at the corners and the deified forms of Sakti one on each side.
The inner cavity of the vasanthamandapa shines also with a good fashionable
painting. The wall of mahaamandapam is laid with marble slabs. The walls and the
floor of Darsana mandapam the audience hall of the temple, are polished with
terrazo method of work. That which e Anshines all these beauties and rests behind
allthese as the beauty of beauties is the grace of the deity of Dugadeviinstalledina
most appropriate position in the sanctum sanctorum. The deity clad in red silk and
worn with golden diadem is remarkably wonderfull because due to the power
waves of which the entire temple system glows in lustre and is made so marvellous
aswhatis to be inferred from its history of development.
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The present is a time when the moral part of the temple rites and the temple
worship is almost neglected mainly because most of the authorities concerned are
uninterested in the true spirit and the true import of them and this draw back is
deeply felt in the orthordox section of saivism for sometimes. At this juncture the
temple stands, as if take it a challenge to fulfill the need of the time by way of
putting into practice the just and proper methods of rites and worship. Unlike the
average temples it has a domi- nant power over the host of priests working and a
mass of saivait worshipping here and get them passively involved in an intensive
performance of rites and a real and devotional worship respectively. The
systematic and efficient administration of the executive committee headed by
Pandit Miss Thangammah Appakutty and the harmoney found in the devotional
services of the youths in the name of volonteer corps-Thonder sabai-are to be well
attributed to the same. Thus this temple is to play its role in the upliftment of the
moral standared of the populace. Such is the bare minimum demanded from the
existence of a temple.

The scripture of saivism avowdly stress that any of the tiny default allowed to fall in
the temple rites and the worship will have its repurcussions very badly on the
public and it will readily affect the moral standared of the people. So it may not be
out of place to emphasise that a temple that has no power to keep up the mark, to
put in other words, if the temple is powerless to get them performed in purely a
religious perspective, has nothing to do in the name of good to the public.

The temple serves the society in a number of ways. It attracts every section of the
society, the poor and the rich, the learned and the unlearned, the beggar and the
affluent, and the young and the old and treats them all alike. It manifest a pristine
pure religious atmosphere in which a mass of saiva public finds solace forgetting
their distresses both mental and physical. It gives the necessary impetus to a good
number of men and women especially the youths to volunteer themselves for
selfless religious services. It provides facilities not only for religious worship but
religious lives. Strangely enough, even in the age of kali-notorious for unreligious
character. It gets the saiva youths easily involved in the fold of religious
characteristics. It contributes much to promote the art of music both vocal and
instrumental by way of giving more frequent chances than that are available
elsewhere, to musicians to serve this temple and honouring competent musicians
occasionally with valueable gifts.

This temple generously allows a good part of its abundance to be channelled
towards the propagation of Sivadharma within and without its bounds. It caters for
cows breeding, orphanage, a welfare centre for destitute women, regular classes
for religious Knowledge and devotional music for saiva children and youths, and
religious sessions for adults. It also maintains a centre of Learning (Gurukulam)
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meant for brahmin youths that can produce learned temple priests of good
demeaner and a well provided Feeding centre Annashaala within its bounds. It
makes good response to calls for Dharma from outside in the name of flood relief,
refugee reliefeducational needs and medical needs.

Of all the religious sessions held under the auspices of this temple, the red coral
Jublee of the saiva siddhamta mahaasamaajam of mylapore voluntarity called to
be held here was hailed supreme. This session was held continually for three days
in alarge scale demanding more than a lakh. It attracted agood number of eminent
learned pundits and religious adepts from South India and Sri Lanka and thousands
of the saivite publicare benefitted by it.

Out of all the extensive special agamic rites conducted by this temple, the
chandihoma, a famous sacrifice meant for Durga held in 3-5 July 1983 is plausible.
This homa that employed hundreds of priests headed by Prof. Dr. K. Kailasanathan,
consumed more than a cart load of samith-the sacred fire-stick, gallons of ghee,
heap of cereals and other accessories, bundles of cloth, and bouquets of wreaths
and garlands lasted for three days in an awe striking devotional atmosphere to the
atmost admiration of the devotees gathered in several thousands who actually
witnessed the same deity form of Durgaa illustrated in Durgaa sooktam of the Rig
veda when the flames of the sacred fire rose to lick the roof of the well decorated
pandal erected twelve feet high in the court yard of the temple for that purpose.

The two events just referred are meant to have contributed much to the
advancement of the religious as well as culturafatmosphereofthistemple.

The impact of the temple on the Saiva public seems to be very intensive. The
credence the public has on this temple is admirably great. They firmly belief in the
authoritativeness of this temple in healing their distresses speedily and effectively.
So they throng in flocks especially on Tuesdays and festival days and perform
intensive worship and they also take strenuous efforts to make this temple
fullfledged. They bring with them enough of things in cash and kinds as their offer
and makes the temple treasury self sufficient. Various things and accessories
needed for the performance of even the very extensive rites such as the
mahaakumbhaabhisheka and the chandi homa are found heaped in the temple
hall with a slight verbal notice. The expenses for the big construction works such as
the chariot, the temple tank, the raaja gopuram, the hall for nuptial ceremony 'etc’
easily and effortlessly met with voluntary donations. Voluntary services from
technicians of all vocation are available, here and such is the impact of the temple
onthe saiva public.

The propagation of sivadharma is an important factor in the curriculum work of a
temple. As it may be superficially felt siva- dharma does not mean the
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maintenance of the temple and promoting the interest of worship alone. It has a
lot to be included in it such as caring for the needies, the destitutes, the orphans,
the victims, the ignorants and the deseased in the society out of genune love for
the soul viewing it to be manifested by Siva. The Hindu scriptures repeatedly
emphasise such services rendered purely in the religions perspective form the
potential part of sivadharma. The most appropriate centre to do sivadharama can
be the temple alone. Because the religious perspective of viewing the soul Siva -
manifested will be more proper in this centre than elsewhere. We have already
noted how this temple cater for these things.

So it can be avowedly claimed that by means of all the aspects of progress this
temple advances to reach the upper most limit of the ideal of a Saiva temple which
is to be culminated from the history of the well flourished saiva temples of the cola
period the golden age in the history of tamils. According to reliable epigraphical
records it is suggested that the prominent temples of that period are not the
centres of mere worship but they are the un- failing sources of social as well as
spiritual excellence. Almost all the social institutions such as the schools, art
calaries libraries, feeding centres and even hospitals are provided by the temples
within their bounds. The temple at Thiruppathy on the venkada hill can be
suggested as a living example to this even today.

That the saivism provided for sivadharma having temple the centre for it reflexes
the all enveloping nature of saiva philosophy which instructs that whatever good
to be done to the humanity should be had purely in a religious atmosphere and
that alone would be conducive to one's realization of absolute truth which is the
highest level of human goal to which saivasiddhanta stands for ever.

Source: Sri Durga Devi Temple of Tellipplalai (Pages 8-13)
Published by: Sri Satkuru Pablications Indological and Oriental Publishers a Divison
of Indian Book Centre, 40/5, Sakti Nagar, Delhi, India; First Edition: Delhi 1991
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The Goddess Durga
Tamil Pandit Dr. M. Kandaiyah, Earlalai

The twin aspects of God as Siva and Sakti is a significant feature of saivism. How
Siva is thus Sakti is. It is an accepted truth expounded in traditional saiva treatises.
Though they are inferentially two yet there is no twoness to be found. Both of them
are inseparably one even as the fire and heat, jewel and lustre, and flower and
fragrance. Whatever aspect of divinity acclaimed to Siva is not without its share to
Sakti. There is no Siva without Sakti and no Sakti without Siva, even when it is
philosophically ex- pounded that Sakti is the manifestation of Siva, the being of
Siva in the manifestation, itselfisimplied to be.

The Sakti of Siva is named variously such as grace, power and energy. According to
philosophical and theological threatises it is established that the Sakti, though it is
formless like Siva becomes visible to seers and sages like Thirumooler in an
innumerable forms of manifestation to be named variously as Gowri, Kaali, Umaa,
Durgaa, Puvaneswari, Lakshmi, Saraswati, Rajesvari and Lalita all of them are one
and the same in essence. Though they are sometimes distinguished as higher and
lower deities for purposes of various functions attributed to them in the annuals of
ceremo- miral settings all of them are same in substance.

Saivism in its long history has been admitting the worship of Siva with Sakti being
an inseparable part of it. Yet to worship the ferent forms of Sakti as visualized by
seers and sages also how- ever bas become inevitable and even then the concept
of worship is mot worshipping Sakti alone. The inseparableness of Sakti with Siva
warrants that Siva is implied in the act of worshiping the Sakti effected a temple to
Nisumba soothithe killer of the demon Nisumba-an epithet of Durga. But it does
not mean that the wor- ship of Durga started in the 9th century itself. The deity
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worship by the individuals is much more earlier than temple worship. The
sculptors of lore had an special taste in engraphing the Durga forms. An sculpture
of Durga of the 7th century found in Maamalla puram the famous city of Arts in
south India is commended much for its expression of dreadfulness mingled with
calmness.

The ancient kshetras include at least a shrine room for Durga within their bounds
somewhere within and somewhere without the temple court yard, the inner
praahaara or the circum ambulatory passage. In some towns Durga is installed as
guardian deity and worshiped with due respect. In paddeecharam a reputed
ancient Siva temple Durgadevi is installed in the front hall within the temple and
honoured as the prominent deity of the temple. In Thiruvotiyoor Durga is installed
in the northernside of the inner praahaara and worshiped in the name of
Vaddapuri Amman with special rituals and festivals for fifteen days in a particular
season every year. In Thiruvaaroor, the prominent Siva temple in the Tanchoor
district Durga is installed outside the temple bounds in the name of Raaja Durgaa.
In Vedaaranyam she is worshiped in the name of Kaadukaal or Kaadukilaal
meaning the deity of the forest and it is held as a remnant of the habit of
worshipping Durga as the principal deity of the desserts as laid down in Thol-
kaappiam, the famous encyclopedia of Tamil Culture.

Durga is also worshiped in some other kshetras in her mani- fested form of Kaali.
The deified forms of Kaali worshiped in the Thraupathi Amman temple at
Kumpakonam and Chidamparam- Thillaikaali-are to be noted. Vide: Encyclopedia
in Tamil, Madras edition Book 3, page 623.

That Durga was worshiped as an absolute deity form in the Saiva land has come
down through both the Tamil canon and the Sanskrit Canon. In the canonical
literatures she is known as Kottavai, Kotti, Kumari, and Kanni. In the later
literatures she is mentioned as Imay akilavi and Kadumporkkanni, Kottavai-Kotta
+Avvai-Victory + mother means-The goddess of victory. Kumari and Kanni means
the virgin. Imaya kilavi means the old deity of the mount Himaalaya.
Kadumporkanni means the virgin. going on furious war. Through the Sanskrit
Canon she has been known as Thripura, Chandikaa, Chaamundi, Kaali and Durga,
Durga means the deity of the fortress or she who is difficult to be approached.
Chandikaa and Chaamundi means Victorious over the demons Chanda and
Chaamunda by name. The common feature of all these names categorically point
to Durga's Character of being ever victorious.

In Thirumurukaattuppadai, one of the canonical literatures in Tamil Lord Muruka is
invoked as vetti velpor kottavai Siruva!- the tender child of Durga known as
victoriousin the wars. The relationship of Durga with Muruka in the victory point of
view is brought out well in the legend of Vyaaghraasura. The theme of the legend is
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that goddess Durga and Lord Muruka once formed an array against Viyaaghraasura
who had the demon Mahisha as his alliant and in the ensuing war Durga killed
Mahisha and Muruka Vyaaghraasura. Vide the article Vyaaghraasura
sambaaramoorthiin the Sovenier published on 4-9-78 by the executive committee
of Durgadevi temple in commemoration of the chariot-construction. While
dealing with the said legend the author of the article nicely brought to light the
inner secret or the special significance of why the deity of Muruka from Maavidda-
puram should visit the temple of Durgadevi on the occasion of Mahaanambu
festival falls in the month of September year after year.

Of all the accounts of Durgadevi that has come down through Sanskrit Canon the
one which is found in the Maarkandeya purana is celebrated. A chapter under the
title of Devi Mahatmya in that purana contains 700 verse-form mantras known as
the 'Saptasati' meaning, that which contains seven times hundred. The Sapta- sati
is celebrated as the best for chanting and meditating on Durga and the other best
use of it is to be observed when itis used in the elaborate sacrifice the chandihoma
where in it adds much to the devotional flavour to be prevailed in the officiating
priests and the worshipers participating in the homa ceremony. The saptasati is
taken also as complimentary of the enchanting of the mystie formulae known as
Navaakshai which is said to be the best to invoke the grace of Durga. The
Navaakshari mentra renders as 'Aum- Aim Hreem-Kleem-Chaamundaayai Vicce'
meaning | know god- dess chaamunda as the very form of the threefold, base-form
mystic formulae Aim, Hreem and Kleem.

The saptasati is of immense value for so much as it expounds almost all the divine
attributes and marvellous power of Durga- devi through simple legends easily
appealing even to less cultured minds. The all embracing character and the all
enveloping feature of manifestation of Durgaa are well defined in this portion of
Maargandeya puraana especially in mantras 273-339 chap. 5. The axiomatic truth
that the in and out of the entire soul cavity is exclusively filled in and moved by
Durgadevi, the chandikaa is well portrayed in this section and thereby its excessive
power of creating devotional atmosphere in the worshipers mind is enormous.

The bulk of different manifestations of Durgadevi seem to form a good part of Hind
a pantheon and this is mainly attributed to the saatvic raajasic and thaamasic
nature of grace. She assumes in view of her gracious acts of liberating the good,
protecting the passionate and destroying the vicious types of men respectively. (To
destroy means the destruction of the bad qualities prevailing in one but not the
soul). The most dreadful form of Durga is said to be Thamasic which may be seen to
have several hands-eight, ten and even eighteen-wielding deadly weapons and
also with terrible facial features such as knitting eye-brows and daring look. The
form of Durga, the expression of which may be in a complex of dreadfullness
mingled with calmness is said to be raajasic. The sculpture of 7th century at
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Maamallapuram refered to above can be suggested as an example to this type and
that which is manifesting in a solemn beauty of calmness is called to be saatvic. Itis
also interesting to note that one and the same of these three forms may act
differently on different worshiper as to get him gifted with what he deserves,
provided his worshipis just and proper.

Of the three forms mentioned above the one installed in our temple at Tellippalai is
Saatvic. Its facial expression is calmness, It has the bare minimum of four hands
wielding the couch, the discuss the trident and the skull sometimes Sakti is
identified with Vishnu and called Naaraayanee and always claimed to be one with
Siva. It is remarkable that our deity here is born with the attri butes belonging to
both Vishnu and Siva. It is a form rarely me with in the bulk of deity forms of Sakti.
The conch and discus are of Vishnu and the rident and the skull are of Siva. Th
significance of these four attributes amounts to the special featur of our deity. The
conch reveals Sakti's attachment with pranava which is expressed in the couch by it
form and sound. The discus: signifies her being the wielder of power. The rident
mentions that she is an embodied form of Icchaa Kriyaa and Jnaana the volitior
conation and cognition respectively. The skull stands as a sign of her being even
after everything is reduced to its final stage of perish and thereby it is she who
causes the destruction on behalf of her Lord Siva. Totally all these amount to show
that our deity is non other than Paraasakty and she is Durga parameswari. The
solemn calmness and graceful lustre radiating from the face of this deity may
increase an insatiable thirst for worship on Her devotees.

Source: Sri Durga Devi Temple of Tellipplalai (Pages 1-7)
Published by: Sri Satkuru Pablications Indological and Oriental Publishers a Divison
of Indian Book Centre, 40/5, Sakti Nagar, Delhi, India; First Edition : Delhi 1991
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FRIS QuapruTD safsTuilalsaildr uaLiydsseis
SWIDT uarunGLd esmpallucond: i BwTHE
GuomAfuT. HCarFar ﬂaurrénj;m@frj;gﬂ
Gugmffwi topmith Hapdd) i1 & sevevaui

FDMIGOT LoH DiLh AilBHEGSTLDLIGH LPBTENDS HIal feVS
WHTLPLILITGRITL! LIGUSEPEUSLASHLE

1.0 @ 1mlapasib

Qheapse LceumuilTi eI RS@E5E (Lpeirar Gy UTPFGSHTET aUTP@IILIGH
QovssansLlvar aGs S, AUSGSSSET LIg QUTLDGS, HL L GOUDSHLII 1
LeRTLTL_ (B, BISFHRISMNeDaT 2 6D W QT O GITHLOTET Qeroms LA Garib
Crrés iL@ausn@, HUITEESHILGMSHE@GL Liswkran_ul SO @evsHusmt
ol GFLfliLjib, & 51 Oleglayib, yevar auflirs QuubLi‘ii®Ib eurhpailuiey
BEOL_(LPODS@HLD (LPSTLOS FTTGRTIONS GHLOM & 67T 6T S, LIGHT6HL_ WL
SLOPIFET 4% Lopmith Lp aumpailwed LpBlu Qsefleume, £ _romes FibHenar
Lfigellenasuyh, HHSSW6 2 BauTdsddamearnib Gl TaniTy (BES®IT eTRTLISHS
AUTS@HOL U LIGDL_LIL)S6T ST piserTs yevwdlarpar (alsdumerssar,
1982: Gaugyi'nfeirenar 1985). Govslumselsr aumullevna wéaafer Liewim),
BASISLD, uTpdbens wpep, pib, afgb, ey, s, 9" Fupewm, Cuimyr,
STHGV, DfevTLy, Lianilay, Giawheay Cumaipeupplens 2iflb.5 Qamerar (Pl Hevrm .
@e0wrm " (lliad), sp19. 8 (Odyssey) Guirerm vpeniouirer gLofler (Homer) $Crss
Qevsdlumser Gunaim sms Qaosfunsend s G@marawumersTsay
yonger sLilipiseiar ydeyFmr Levenioullener <UD &I CFTNUSDE YBTT
SOESNITHRYLD, HEDL_WITeTLOMSH@ LD 2jeniob gfererer. etarGay ([Glevey &FmTevLh
SLpgID CUThISISS o AueTainsah, yuiaFerss Clsm_fFhHs oL
LBSSLILIRLSHUUTFaYLD STaTLILIHSGTHET. “LIswnren_u SLOLDIT LiwILIm(R) :
R Y eI pann” erardan Len_ L e Guigmfifuiir LITGUSB&ILD SLOLPIT
saflar eugemny, UewrLTL B Bsmevmsefleer yevendlarp Cuma o Fms
SiowenseTs Sl Qevsfuimisar o gib GeisAaTneT srarm @ Heirerir
(unesBSTb, 2015). g aurevmmy RIS SL_F FTeV BlHLpaysaien
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Cler@Ly @, augermiser Warandliyésg o L@ESsUUL. Galewig.
wenarGur. Beraurdis@ o LRSSLILGSGETD CUTs LNTeIL_Ww @TeTH
plevar pafar $rev Absenat LILSE@5L_ e @ULIRSUN LpTesiLiBeaisbhaErer
umicLgser sremriiue Gos GFiflpgl. Syewar saliéEs (P LTSSHIE Fal_.
gplalued o wdled yHw smssiseflar Csmhpmsesd, wrL auflwsmasr
H(5S 515567 Lo DISSSLIH @I SHILD, HDTHS AP WiTS Gith, CHeaULILITE 2 ani_wi
G dai. HMaigG pailwey Fhumer oyGrrésfunes FmsHwe wprenT
plowewsGer LSl Fms HiFafsr CoThHpdFI5E Y LILHL_WTOTSTH YLD
HGVD) B GTEOTL &Y LOMISHLILIL_TSH o cosrantoBi.

FhI% HTeVSBlenarrs sme) g e uilsd aegweny GFuised eTamis 2
ailwed aueriiss pafer @Glaaedlsd b mish Figarb eraTpIeLh, Fhs @)evdduim
AT 6TeNE GTGTLISENET HLOD YuIhd 6 YyDlehTsar auengweny QFu)SieremTiy
sar. Cugndlfluiy elgfumeriser eiapd “SLllpir Frevy” erairn mraded Fmis
Qevsdlumser @Hlés urgmandear Sorall @ardHer eueriFfuib,
apFAuih erarp Grrsdled ey Qelnuevmb eraidspmy (afédwimebger,
1982). Gugb Géswsw @i sGsa Sugmdfui smamTEsun eripdiu
“BLilh Qevs QevdFw augermy” erearp UL ey LrdluaiiiLies
<) GUSTGHTIHFHGUITLD.

QSsL Revgwrean g Fms @QEFLGFD o araTmSOILL L GLiewrLIT
LIQUQUTSGTIaTTe) GTupsLitit” L LMt _cvFefer aumuilevms SLOLPT LemTLime” (R
Camavmisar Lpp) gyiiey GFuiaisns ek Herars). @)EsL Havuied:

B FHIS (9)6VS AN BIFGT

" Fmis GILIGHTLITE) SallehTHEnmLD $allevSFH@HLD

= Fmig QILIGRTLITEY Lyevauisefar LimTevaruiled SLALpir eurpaiicy
B (Qlsbeumib

» &b B mbLch

B FTSHEILD STLOLPLD

= OlLIGRTSEHLD 2 D6y (LpeDDHEHLD
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Sumsih, afgapib
Sumrasry wpdHuiomes all_wimisar oy rmun 1B Harmer.

2.0 FEIS SevoHSIIBIHAT

BWVFFRIFLD, Qe _FERIGLD, FOL_FFRIGLD TR LGN FHRISLD oud S SLOLP
UENTS (LpTCRTTIHET STLD UMLPHS HTeVS SHIF@SHTWw HLALD L0&SE6RGT auTLhSas
e, BASHSLE, ohmich Lewim 1 svar (Arduedinigns eapdus @GevsHuwin
LienL_Litj&er Qluipenss FhpsSleraaiib (5o Qambsefllierme), wpemusmer
urgoflliydser @eerewularmayh sopwrar GurearpanblnE O
wrerenas Gurs Wswrseerarapploer L RFGSTdS HBIOSOTTHSOILD,
US ST B BSOS TSaLD GSSarT. o7l B%0smans wopmih L L
url (B srevseflenaryh Cars s LglQenenr GuphaenidE HmISer erer
QewLpLiLiir. @aunpled wpselled CFTGHSLLL L g ' RS COFTans BrevFer
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YGLb. FlS0sTMS, YSHTET M, BHDewewr, &mbosTens, LT b,
LBGDIBIN, USDDICILSS OHDILD LDBTEDI sTarLaapplenss 61" H%
Csrens myeser erariyy. @eupmled LSDILIES WHDIND LDBTETND LD
QuITaT FTTFES@UUTYLD TeOTL n) BIVSE@HL HSLQUITHET LDDIL!
Cuadlary mreOFeT Ysob 2 erered. UdHLILTL R Bred O&TEGL L
SpupsTH i, CUITEHBITH ICIIeHL_, FpiimentTHoiiuent ., GLiELD
LTI TD MILILenL_, (peOeeLILITL. (), WHTSHHTehSF), GlpHHearmeaL,
GOEHALUTLR), UL 19 IILTeeY LoeGULILIRSL_TD GLITETD BAGOFET 2 6irer
LSS Lt (heremet. Fmid% @)euhAlmiSeanel L0&hS6T auTLpHend LITHLDGLITHeTTS
Q@ mairers L (Reiren g (@) soawrair, 2007). @ Ssensw wgiilar auflGur 2ysHib,
ymib ererii 1 Flevewrser Cpmardler. oF G ITpeT eTaiTt gl yewr, GlLiesr
2 pafleneruyb ymid ereoiLig Gumy, afgin, sevall Cumerpeuppleneiujb D%
Fleirm &)

FmI% LeVauTHeMerTe) Fmagy SHrii L _eneu (LIM_6VF6T) Hhd S auemLD BlrLbL)
wienanrsab LIpir o ererdens Lesii(RSSTH Haneuiile) enLohSena il THeLD,
GO QuUmBeTLASSHenalmSab ook Fieterer. 18ih, 19ib myDDTewILg 6v
Caupiu’ . srew @ent_Gevaflulled ag@safled wrg o @ @GHsS FusH
@evsdluimiFer FreuanT QLG LomenaTT, 2. Gau FTLABTENSUIT, TTHeHaIULIBISHTLT,
1 Narawrds ST 9. BTTMUGTFTLE @wT, Fipd 51 F.eveu TCLASTLILNeTener, G\Fer)
GumLomeargmiser GLmeTmedTHemsme) yFHILIFEIEG 2 L LRSS L ).
aComithuy aumenasuller tlarary gymdle sealuilear au@BeN®HL/LD, 3)SHer
euergFAuyid, wHonh yFs QuibFomsenear el LILeTeF@HLD HeOallL
Ljevddler Limflur emalevmes o mioeTFRullenesr arDUBESS I Sl. FHIFLD 6T6u
T & OauTaTmID Q) BHESBESFalevensy, Yemeu HnLeeTuner auifigeiney Gp el
Leney eTadrmith “Siblipdleir eugevmay” ereirenyth mrevled Lilig Feileums eowrmEISTT
wppnb “UphSLAPT &mev L _euewent” eTarayih mredle) Feugmeiieirener
GunerGomy Fmish QBhSeLoulenss BLOLILHLY WaleDamay 6Tel HILD NG
thsrewsBled eripd CrrssLiuL’ L ewa erer mith GO RF e DTT Har
(LmevapB I, 2015). yermel @)dH(hSH15@ WTDTH GBTeLEIIG) FTermjber
GOILUTE YSFF BavarT, HAGFCa®, Sy, GsT@ureed Gumrerp
Garevallue) sermseiley CopGsmareriiu’ L Qyuia) (P FeT LIGRTenL i
SLONDST FHIGLD waudbF FLOD AUGTTSEST6 eTarLiensd 2 MIHLILIBS Fib DS,
FEIS SHTEULD ereriig Fbs Geuelprsflasdler e b FAGW erarL s HLpay
Y TTUIFAFOTNGT eLpGULD 2 WIS ILIRGS LI (Hemernd) (Limeudlmavearer, 2020).

3.0 FEISL UEDT LML Hal e THaBLb Hallans s apLb

sl Omflulled sreswriL@Heary WHH6\STaRTeDLOWITET (B)eVdhH L BIFETTe
FEISL UTL GOHT FLPS H L SaTCSauarTy 2.1 1t 473 L{evaTHemmeD
ur Oupp Gorgsic 26,350 auflsenard Gememr 2,381 wLime_ebsper 18
BTevsEssGeT o arert_mflullpsdlaToert. pmGss LITawTig wenT eTipSli “Fmis
Quent saillepTsaflar Faflewssar” ererepis Ll LiNed Fmi% HTewdFeD
salliwrgss Guer Fallghisaflenar @arh Fenr(® 2 Sallends@nd % Tear
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QumpPliiyengudener 105 Gsafleurs QULDEISNLGTETITLT. au(henL_i Liewi (16D
41 QIGRTLITGY L{evauTHenenast Q)T FEmIB e, erauranLd GlLiewr sailehir
saflair erevraniisens @GplbS LpIITLL L S0 5] BleveyAlerm &i. o STIenILOTS
2. Garemblsnenswy 38 Queniumed salleriser erarmis ewanum i lerener
Lopmith erevat Hewgsrill Cumnsmaiiser wpeopCGur 30, 34 erarmyth @GpLi
®ararriser (Lpb3sF Lmewig wer, 2005 11.8). 5% sTWSHD GLewTHeT
stpds ey G\&masing (Hps s e, LGal D arenFw T FeLpS LIS eneY/Lh F(h)
UL e ey, Giogyid #5185 STVSH SmuiauflF Fepd SeOLOCILITET S HIeTILI
UL g erafleib 1sd) @Gesdlu sTasded Queniser GHSs LTTamauils
TPUL L LOTDDLD HTFenTiond G Lissiaaflsr LicwllFer Loa®aiTSH & flus & enLo
soflener Blavpey QFwiaig ar ol HUILESSIILL B G mhser. (9paiewr,
1994). Quewr eraUaer yenller SyepTaieeT e LITaSTLILITS ONGEE
CouairBies eraity F(55 51 el SSLIIL 1 8. (Nastewiy aufbs LImFEwum oM miLth
unrgglsrssr Guraipagsalar L L Gser QLetger GSTL_[Lms FOLPEHLD
Glamenig (355 epl_ BLolsevssalaner $&i158) TibsTT. FRS Q\LtesTLIT
Heveuy LML _cv&sefleh Fmisls Quemiimed Levaufsefiar saflssiauLme, (5 5l
OCeblhs sallewgsar auflGu Liewrant_uw sLilpiseilar eurpalwed wpewpullener
uibg Gemerensed Apiiy ssg. urbs urfafGe LeCGarmy LesmL @
Carevmiseallevarun, piolsemsullamarns ool _w @ars@pssens alum s
SBbS L0ds6r Fmi1_GHever SLALP cTeTmILE Oomifl @evawhs B SLOL e
@ Olomflurs wi” P Cprssmg Geuh @erddler e _wmeroms Omrs
FLL@ATDG. Coabd sUPGQmfuilerar Apcnlsew sl 2/GWLOE
saaCw Fms @esdumsensy @Qamdled 181, Lm_evselemar GLiesLiTeD
YevaugseT @upplyerarriser. @Q&és Begullsy Quewrumet LjovaTsefe
uime_sveuflsellar epeuib aumppalliiellenas jeuiFHer eTeueITHTS Lflb G Ol mansr
LTIS6T eTalugenel @levsdlu Frer pisenior yuialwed alufs s
LIt (heTaT S,

3.1 SebevmLb

G@LDULD STeTD PUOBISEIOSELILIL 1 Ferps Bl meuardHlasr augflCus QUITLH@I) 16D
TaTEILE Hemev auariTh g, allflbg QFeimgy etar pafar CuwnssGsw o eralw
SUTGTISGIT H(h SIHGDETT. LIGHTenL w1 SLOPTHeNGT GBLDL QUTIPSS WTeT
afTib, #mHel, ypLb, ey Gumen wsGoum Aptiy SpbFmisanesr o epail
wrsaerang (S Aawmeprsd), 2021, yparevar, 1994 allédwmerssar,
2007). g0 aumpalwedever LY Crré@Hamm Cumay afgib, Frs6, e
2Jpib, Hmioth, @il s GsmibLich GumeammeupBler aifl Brrse 6 QUTEHSSLILITE
oL wg G, slpiseflar aurpdamsurears 2ps gL ar el
Leventss Gi. 2@ BH aif) LiweniiiLis T D/OLDBS B SLOLDT UTP@NLIG) DfmLb
alleh & glarpawuflerred s PG aThsemswurarsmed CIQHT]
aumpsasuiievar (pearGenrir @Geemit erar DPSSETT. FGVAUGHILD Henaal
wib porafloa eoar yibs apuGSs Csmererdlan Lbs LTFsSar
aflevarains apu@derp saralGuraralluwrs ampaensGus @ebevpiDd
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GTGTLIT. &Fmi&% FMTGULI LIS LI j&Hene @)ebeupid LiDPwLD, uTpHend LHHlujib
UDBTETn, $0s0sTems, UBDILILS S, SETaTn GLimer e il
Qsafllaunrss AdsNési Horargs. 4CsCumed Fmisiwmalis FmevdHler
UL LiySened @arprer Flhdh@Gnaisd Speuarenety @evevpddlenar LiHM
LileirausLom m GO B Sermmir.

@Gﬁ@ﬂgbmﬂﬁﬁr GTGHTLITEOT () WiGDL{EL Ut PLAGU TG LD
BeLGVTHWGT laiTm Hianesor
(Bmssnar4l)

@oeumSHleD Bleir )l aUTLPLIGEHT 6TaTLIGIGT YDSHGTLITE) GLpd auTLpdensulled
sen_ iy sl Geauenigw gupssmsaiener senl iy s& auTpHETD
aurpdensullever GGG, GMHLLLID eTeTii g GlLIGRTEDGIT (LB GTeHLOWITS
Glsmewin_ g FepF Hlmiauewid @b Glesireniar Frw o1 60 @ard Feps
Qi ilener $L1q & STLLTHD (P uiTdl. FHs Qevsdiumsane GHLDLLD
arerm gL LlgGunsgglet @)evensy sh@ LSlVTs @iy, @)eevid, @6, Loenar
GTGNT MILD LISBIGGT LMIGTLRSSLIIL L 6. Fhid I Safled Smusauf) Feps
2fenLotiBL GBUDLI Hleneugafled Srewrii 1L &). aeir Fmidh (G)eVdhH LIRS0 Fnl
Quemrsatier auAlLmsomer &l (psarenin  GLUIDDSTI G)hFH DS @evevnddler
FApigys @, Quaows @t allBs CHmd Ued Byig UL W Tears TS
W LOF)T D S

3.2 allpHEHMDUGD

@ebeupsFley LAsupsEiomer L Feanley permrs allphGsmibLe) Ieniob
sjerers). aflghpGHMibLc) aradrii gy llphdlerTHafanenuin LSwialT saflenesiytb
@) ainpss SHit_air ougGatdh M euTaHenL_aor L Lf FEITS Lifpdh) jeuTHEhenL_ul
Caenausaflenesr = ewribsih, HNPbain BanBapn Gsmeraisamer &Bé@L.
sulliprseflar Lemium B DbFmsaflss s 2 wfluw g, welseurGam®
@) eneaui b HILD, ()ewFbDHoTH allHEBHTIDLIG) LIGRTLITER Haenrl LB Heorm %)
BB CHMbLIG) GTaTLI G 2 ewiey eupmIGHern GFUDUTHSGHL 6T LOTHBTLD
GOIUSTI @)svevev. all(hhbCsHTLbLIG) 6T6iTL &I Gk LiTES Fenevuller Qauefl iLim®
S&Lb. 181D BT HDTewI(BEG LIGOadrT FHmIsvTS HiewDUiled erbUL L euaTTFd
ullerred &) sublpafar eumpallwedsr 2wl prsLomes allmsbSHmibLie @)
auemils FEwWTE GoevnLsElene 2 empdSsssss 0 GsThlevnsayn Grrasl
LBSFGEID G, Fosmwdgled GL_arafey Lodmid GmGermev e GLimern <y plenir
sar o5 GsmibLedener LlsraBomm aemralevd $ewrLiii(R s 55T narir.
el b Slew i saflenarud wpmib yslweuisaflenaruyih (@6 LpFd HiL_gyLb,
QYGUTLJL gl TSP D ARUTHGT L5H NFHD ST 19 yaugFenar CHeme
sofleney YyPbSHID v g o eFhSIDd IaiFseflar Csewasende b
Goavauullanar eupm@Hlarp GQFupumt g enarCuw alipsGHribed srearLiy
(AGaugeir, 2023). wpevrawry @uibilwing FnssTevsEet allmsCsmbLiemey g
SEGIITSH aTewren) Gul LoGTewanl (LpHeD WohHaT aueny all(hhbGsHmibLe) s S
(Lpes1en)yflemie GULpEIEITT. eT@RT BEST(LPGVEMGUUNTT eTetrn GMIGWILITE L{GUaT
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sTepdlur 3061h ypmmenrm Lim_eSesr epevid Gluewiser BRI (afgssnser)
@ais & LTSS Lpriul' B Qs sesreuir Qouppleumanasu_cir af® Empioid
augQarewr Qb arar myth, QsmL_féfuwins weper Crrs sl aflmp Herisar
ugGaemiOuis srewayd Govewing m@H6H WSS UPILIL L GTT.FES STeSHel
@& (parGarTrsetenaT Govemrig. pHIH6d smousd; g QUPILIBILD euLpevLo @) BHS 51
(ACeuseir, 2023, alsdwimanssar, 2007).” @im_cvaufiGu smssTRSHD
UTPES Cluetiser, $Ss08% LLeyb QuTL @b Blevay QumitGuingserth
QFarmeuiser LimFTii_ar af(® Sl BLoCatesiPLE ereirmy eresiralion i Gearr
2GICurerCp @ eemid Cefls g1 ped ypid Qumpal afl (5 5 $et i
AUGDIWILLD o) CFTewr®) THTLmTHSer. FLOSTVS S0 gyflaflured
Folwns sigmigAarnGumgy. Fmis QLesiseiar Qss®SW 2 ewTiTay L fauLomer
OEwpLim g &r wsmrssih GTRIGIGTGY &TTLD DYLpLOTS 2 GTOT S GTGO LI %)
allwiirsaeirer Guirgib. aflms s mibLish ST & LO% (pdFliiomer Lissfluims
SL_ewLowins GlLiewrg freaferTs) Crrésiii s eraiisg LeuILI(BHleiTm &,
@Fmer “BH 56 W& OB TP S LTy, Ruwrs  afllpn & T
QL gisdeowimGar erasransruyih” sTeigLh (306: 4-5) Lypmreyrm LT cvFesr
aflser FTaTmILRS SIAGT DS FRF UGS S SLOD QUGTTHS LOGTETIIHET
G wrsTITFelar peaiser e odFamm 2 L WRUTHOTITERYLD, LOGITGITGT,
Y TGRT LOGDET BT BUMTSellar BHmhls ewassaf anar, OeallFmui s &
2ANDDISSG SGSwrer Firaflovar eupsi@LTTED, <ifleyseir, @) e,
QuDDS SaTidSm Ser aummLd QuTp@seerh GpsdeyiLh Qi enLd
LLEH@BHGH HT6U, CoresengweonEer QDM LOSFEHHES FUMTTS @) pserir.
RSDG vFwiomer Qm@HLomar @A ourpens 5 Apbs o Frrenib. @)
SBSSIBGEON ROTOAUWITT Limt_mewr £evawruflen OB S @B LITL_ a6
Oavefl i@ g jairorsy. Lim_meir Lenes CTGUTLI B GBI LISLDIE &I Lim(HEeirm
UTL_GU&eT &ib. (@& Hlevamrufed DADLpEBEGLD Cogib @riime_efab
Lwererer yFhwiomesr G\p B omerr 2@HSF sarever eTaiaiTm o LFfS Fmr
TR LIS UG & SiemLILTS LNaTa LT 5 GO ABRerpmir.

BT yenflbB BHs Limd UL b s Gumed @Qmbs Usipw 2oL ufsner
LIPDINSDEG LBl 8 saumar e ufleper TEG OFTRSH e
wrhpiails & Lesrer Feremib, erewr Qovn&d) sevis oamas erarsg
ST ST eTamayLh Hevr FDOSSTTHGHLD 2_corayHar QULPEBIGLILIL L &) GTGH LD
poredLITS “QuDP SOT D WPSGLD & miFed Cavewrg, erair oeng” ereirmy
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The vews| of tbe |werit! hombardmant of ihe
Torksi Amman! Temple jt Telilppuiml following wimest
oo the bepls of ariliecy shell sttack on fostivel day
Bt (he Vatirapalsi Ammgn temple s mol only disiressing
but ahould be an €yt - opener to all.

Temples are places af refnge for people jn distress
daring wor, Ip fuet +van  Govermment's snnoonce on
fertale oceasions that people: should go fo the temples
to avold belog vietlos of war metivities. i

Steangely enough, Bowever, slmes the corremt war
started Tempies and charehes In Tamil Eslam have
been ‘welective targels for attmek,| |

Every' tlmne the Governmeot of Srf Tauka lnunches
| a0 oifersive dn Tumil Eelam some Hindy tample or
Christlan ehurch is| bambed or thelled. -~

MNow in regasd o fhe Turksl Amwan temple Iths
R overy famous|and | popolar temple In the oerth, T
;'&INI! is knows '.m outelde Srl Lanks whers Himing
v, : i i

-
?

For

Aprrt from dhe Mrge mumbér of devotess who
fegulatly pttend this teniple for worshlp thare 1 alio
pioated whirin: the | Temple complex an Orphanige for
small chillren ron by the Board’ of Trostess of the
temple, 'The Board of Trastets hive mlto sat up pome
faluges camps to touse wae victius fo the ares, The
fempke premises 1w large enoujh ‘to ba-sasily. identifiable,
Ao he. Tellippalhl Co - opecative Hospital Is jont
bpnosite the tempis wik its Red| Crote emblents aed
o furlh thet {here| can be u5 question. of mlsidentifylng
IL6 teplt ‘eved from the afr. But not cwly was the
temple and botpital bomked o Muy 3L but even
4. aher b ¢ils made undwr the leadership heads
of all reiighons in Talsl T~
descerutivg acts of | bomblag Tarkel Amman teple, the
viclsity of the sime temple was ‘bombed again @
togpie of daya later - end another famums temple, the

—=
L

r 4 : 1 § 1
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- VOL:2 MONDAY 18h Juse 1992 IéSuE=.3s-Es_6 _—
_ Attack  on Turkai Amman Temple

A reading: of fbe war wotliities of the Goverpment
would repeal Ibat] upder pretsxt of! careylog out. &
{uar  against Tigers and not ogaine the Tamily' the
wAverameat I-:un?lu on & mem | |
Tl agaln Meds ooe to reconnt the gols of
ivlolemce mgalget the Tamils. In 1958 when olamce
{wais let Joose pgaltst he Twmills a  Einda tample it
‘Panadera’ was' burgt down wed it offlclating pridst
burot alive. How oiawy temples and churchos hive b
(desiroyed fn Tamdl Eelao afier the corrent war? As |

|| b same; tiwe: it Iv-zevealing & dot s know:the. efforta. 4

tasde by ibe Government to reconstruct aud holld new |
[ Dudlhiat . shelnes - especiaily I8 the areas of fthe |
| Noriheast woder army eootrol, ol -
One wooders whethir the Gov-mmenl fs . carrylng
oat lta comstiutional datles to * fasser| Buddhitm”. The
desiruction of Hiodn temples sl Christan  chorehies

| eed! the effurts fo chostrnct Buddblsr temples nd

seitle Siohalene in| Tamll xreas, pe(im b & medus
operaedi ' to “foster Buddbiam™ cast @5 & duilyi of the
state under the commtitutlon of S Lagka,

| Srl Lanks s mult - Noguistic moltf - raclel  and
wulli - relighons a3 wekmowlddgad by the
Bat it I & theocratie stats evew wuder Hn omn
consti'nlon which Tict howaver, |5 somght 'to be hidden
under wards such ap demscracy mpd uaity, Bot govers-
meat's own actions pasitively prove that there f3 D
demsocraey or ueity o the inead;

Siohalo - Buddhist chouvinbms bas  careled ot it
‘war’ cemprighe egvivat Christians, Indlaps, Musting
ard Tamily at varkuos Intervals durlog this cBOury,
This f'a Fact that ham to Be taken lois serlom
cosideration by all. Eviry. rlght taking  person and
state should cry halt fo Govemment's bypocrisy and
prevent oppreasion of peoples amd relipions by Dacdha «

Kabvalai Pillyir temple nt Sawdiipal mas mnmm

Sinbals chouvlalem,

L HIR
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A% [ Hindu Temple With

)

éfiﬁ‘, The Hindu Temple, Sri Durga Devi

d E,E;if: Devasthanam at Tellipalai in the
5;1 { | Jaffna peninsula, where over a
hundred refugee families had
sought shelter, was the object of
aerial bombardment of the Sri
Lankan Air Force on 31 May.

The head of the temple, Than-
gammah Appakuddi has in a letter
to the London-based Standing
Committee of the Tamil Speaking
People (SCOT), a charitable orga-

- nigation which has been providing
relief ssistance, informed that six
persons were killed, 25 more were
seriously injured and 100 more re-
- teived minor injuries, and the tem-

Ple was badly damaged in four

successive bomb attacks,

In her report, Thangammah
Appakuddi states that the attacks
on the temple consisted of a gre-
nade thrown from the helicepter on
& parked Hospital Ambulance don-
ated by the UNHCR, for bombings
by bomber aircraft, and one barrel
bomb from an Avro aircraft,

The temple runs a Childrens'
Home consisting of 67 children,

fris tewmple |y
Croes

Tmfority with K

d B Flagx eers

Wihite aa

i brharens 30 Duve bombad
Mown  gver

TELL GOVT. ==z

ST RALLY AT JAFFNA

Refugees Bombed

cares for six elderly persons and the
home has a resident staff of 8ix
persons. The temple haa been pro-
viding shelter for an additional 118
displaced families since June 1980,
In addition to these persons, on the
day of the attack as many as about
2600 persons had gone to the tem.
ple premises for safety, and moat of
these persons were displaced from
their homes as a result of bombing
" operations.

On the instructions of the ICRC
and SLRC, the temple had been
flying on the top of the temple
tower and at three other prominent
places the flag internationally spe.
cified to be flown on top of religious
buildings,

The people were completely
taken unawares by the bombing —
three died on the spot and three
maore died on admission to the hos-
pital; 25 were seriously injured;
over a hundred received miner in-
juries. Many parts of the temple
building were destroyed. The
attack had been unprovoked and
intentionally destructive,
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— ATROCITIES COMMITED

...__.._ AR L S 0 e A S _A_T

| D —
. 31-05-1992 -

. Report on the Incidentin_
___Durga Devi Devastanam, Tellippalai - 31-5-1992

The Devasthanam (the Managing Authority ), of the

" 'Sri Durga Devi Temple wishes to notify that the Temple
.. premises -had -been - subjected to-aerial _attacks on 31-05-92
between 12-15 p. m, and 12-45 p.m. causing death and

—destruction. B

The attack consisted of:-
1. a “granade ~throwfrom a4 helicopter on—a parked — -

_ Government Hospital Ambulance vehicle gifted by
U. N. H: C. R. |

i 2.

Four bombings by the regular bomber ircraft and

3. One barrel bomb from an Avro aircraft

—This -temple- _runs--a—Children’s  Home - consisting of 67
children. This home has a staff of six persons. Six elderly
persons also come under its care, It has a regular temple -
staff residing within the temple complex: '

________Besides-these permanent- residents; -the temple has been..
providing accomodation for 116 displaced refuge families since

~ ~ June, 1990. To add 10 these, there were persons who had
come into the temple premises for safty, persons displaced
by the security operations of 30th and 3ist May, 1992. In

___all there were—about 2500 -persons-at—the—timethe —incident -
took place.

(1)

. awo mistoo Sdund st Hmnemyy Slign 0w - 2025 m
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~—Such a vast number was gathered there because this
temple has been considered a haven from these types—of — —

~attacks:-On§-LcR--C.—-and 1_C.R. C. _instructions, the
___ temple had been flying on the top of the temple towerand
~ at 3 other prominent places the fl ag internationally-—specified

. t0_be flown on_the tgp,w.Q{___Icligip_uﬁ..._t_’}_'i]_..d_iE_E?:.__

—— ._.._...Ihe-..pmple_.w.eze__iakgn..._c_gm.D.lP.tElLPI.!@W?WS by the bomb-

ing. Three died on the spot and three on admission at the———
Teaching-Hospital,—Jaffna.About twenty five had been badly

___injured and about 100 suffered minor injuries.

~-———These_bombings have caused destruction to the
(1) Vasantha Mandapam (the Assembly Hall inside the
SRR —Téﬁlvpl—é).-— B T e S S S S
~ (2) The Hall situated on the south eastern side— The— -
---------------- —Thirumurai_Mandapam_(the Hall for chanting of
Hymns ) which houses the office of the President of
- the Board —of —Mauagement;-Siva- - Thamil . Selvi
~—ceee . Thangammah Appacuddy.

TN e e il

______________ There_had been_also _damages caused to the residences
of the temple staff - those of the Chief Priest aad one 38 3 A
...... hi.s_assistanis. > i e i S i T

We are right now, unable to —quantify —in— money-_terms
—the damage caused.

e e e o

The--worst—shock_has been that this _temple _which has

been known throughout the North and in the entire Island
" Tor 'its exemplary and “pioneer—community—services. had _been
—singled out_for such a devastating aerial attack. This has

disrupted the community life of the Village and has created
“a-great-—sense—of dismay in the hearts of its devotees living

in all parts of the country and wherever Sri Lankan Hindu

e Mo

amils have migrated: - ————__ S 0 i

— R S
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e __The attack had been unprovoked and intentionally des-
tructive. ' — = 7

____ The temple authorities have every reason to—believe,-that
the GSGéi‘iiﬁ"iéﬁt‘“’ftsﬂf"-is~aw&re—~af--.the.._w_o_r_ig____Of the temple,
———————— —through -theRed Cross_Organisatiops and the state pet - work.

——Yiwas the-confidencethat the_people had io this temple,
- the-unshakable belief they had that sucha promineat temple '
__will never be attacked, as it had been the case for—so-leng, . _
that promptéd ~the people—te—seek safety and shelter within
e eanple. neanTiE i s

o Fhe—destruction ._caused __has disrupted life in the
____temple. We are unable to keep the children ~ “there — —

_ and to continue the yvarions “‘community—and-secial  services
T {hé temple -has- been runping....

A religious centre-of-such-eminence-should not be_subjected
fetigi ‘_w 'pUIPOSiVEaIIa_CkSL,_ o s i g

e e.Fhetemple-authorities_are_ grieved over the incident It
. _wishes to urge that suitable action is taken to “inquire how

such wanton damage can be Caused to unsuspecting ‘believers. .

_ We request the L. C. R. C to take immediate —action-to——
declare ~ihis as @ “safety- -area’in view _of its sacredness
————and-sanctity...

e —Weé wish-to-appeal -to—the_devotees to_remain calm and
~—continue_to_place faith in Durga Ambal, the great plolae "

et o st e .

of Dharma and Justice. S

A Thangammah Appacuddy ol
' President e

. ) I
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Novel Northern Star of Religious Refulgence

Thurkka Thuranthari Thangammah Appacuddy
DIAMOND JUBILEE OF RARE DISTINCTION
Written By: R. N. Sivaprakasam , Editor, Hindu Organ

"Awoman is the center of life, the very pivot of existence; life revolves around her,
She is the daughter, she is the wife, she is the mother. There is no home and no
family without her." - Kishori Gopal Krishnan

The characteristic quality of the human species, according to various thinkers,
consists either in self-sacrifice, godliness, moral force, or reason. It is commonly
agreed that, by virtue of the quality of reason, human beings are considered higher
than animals. This distinction was argued in detail by the extraordinary thinker
Aristotle, who traced the essence of reason.

A person who inherently possesses most of these essential qualities must
necessarily become remarkable in the eyes of society. Those who are reasonable,
and at the same time godly, develop a moral strength that grants them authority in
the social community in which they sustain their position.

‘ChelviThangammah Appacuddy' is the notable name of a person who, because of
her characteristic qualities—especially the strength of divine humility—has
earned the spontaneous gratitude of a wide society that has been benefiting from
her unstinting service for four decades. There is, therefore, a radiant light
surrounding this captivating name, which continues to point the world's Tamil
communitytothe bright side of human life.

The inherent nature of the illuminating qualities of this rare gem among women of
religion need not be explicitly explained, except by reference to her gifted
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parentage. There lived happily in the southern border of the well-known town of
Tellippalai, just abutting the northern limits of the equally remarkable township of
Mallakam, an orthodox couple whose inner illumination could easily be evidenced
in their serene outer appearance. Shri Appacuddy was content to be a
schoolmaster in the hilly regions that overtook the historic sylvan shrine of Lord
Skanda at Kataragama, by the winding waters of the majestic Menik Ganga. His
tutorial assignment could not be carried to its conclusion, as priority had to be
given to his household, which comprised four dove-eyed darlings—daughters
all—along with an ideal housewife who was the repository of religious practice.
Chelvi Thangammah, perhaps according to an unseen pattern of destiny
suggestive of a definite mission in life, started her happy career as a student in a
rural school characteristically called the Kaladdy School, Mallakam. From then
onwards, this gifted student leaped from attainment to fresh attainment,
culminating in the Senior School Certificate Examination in Tamil, in which she
obtained, as expected, marks of merit. The natural brilliance of this talented
student very appropriately induced her to seek admission to the noble profession
that was well within her reach. As if providentially planned, it was at that time that
the Ramanathan Saiva Training College was established to enable aspiring Saiva
teachers to receive appropriate training in the science of teaching, imbibing Saiva
ideals through the study of Saiva literature. Admission to this institution was on a
competitive basis, which worked to the advantage of candidate Thangammah.
Here was training and practice not merely in the study of Sangam classics but also
in the learning of chosen Saiva literature, the Puranas, and the Ithihasas, under the
able guidance of Shri T. Somasundaram and Shri Sundararaja Ayangar, who
faithfully interpreted the lofty ideals of the founder philanthropist, the sage of
Suhasthan.

Having thus obtained the certificate as a trained teacher and acquiring specialized
instruction in 'Saiva literature', pedagogue Thangammah began her panoramic
life, with the landscape of learning becoming more and more picturesque. Her
tutorial activities commenced at the Shri Sundaramoorthy Ayar Tamil School.
However, 'Batticaloa' was the starting point of this brilliant career as an
accomplished teacher. This convent school was again conducive to the flowering of
adisciplined feminist, encouraging the youthful.

Thangammah to eschew the traditional inclination to be involved in wedlock.
Celibacy, though not a sine qua non for a religious life, is certainly a sure basis for
higher spiritual service. To confirm this determination, her next assignment was at
the Fatima Tamil School, a school of the Muslim denomination in the metropolis.
Here, in an ideal setting, conveniently away from the calls of her kin and within
reach of facilities for further studies, the studious Thangammah set her heart,
most logically, on being graduated as a Tamil 'Pandit' and 'Saiva Pulavar'.
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In rapid succession, she was successful with merit in the examinations for 'Bala
Pandits', 'Pandits’', and 'Saiva Pulavars', the first two conducted by the 'laffna
Oriental Studies Society' and the third by the well-known 'Saiva Siddhantha
Samajam'. The conferment of the 'Degree of Pandit' required the submission of
special treatises. Pandit Thangammah had to work on the treatise — "0j;J
gpuge;ja;fs;™ — a very exhaustive research project for a youthful graduate. That
Pandit Thangammah had reached the required standard was evident from the fact
that the panel of examiners was headed by no less a scholar than Shri S. Natesan,
the author of 'Sakuntalai Venba whose seal of appreciation was, in itself, an
additional testimonial.

'Saiva Pulavar Thangammah' had by then become a necessary acquisition for
various religious organizations and study circles in metropolitan Colombo, where
there was ample scope for coordinated religious awakening in the form of
discourses, debates, and dialogues. Teacher Thangammah soon turned into a
preacher, having established a firm foothold in the religious and cultural forum.
The time had come for the homeland to directly benefit from the rich scholarship
of 'Senthamil Chelvi Thangammah'.

The 'Santhananda School' at Alaveddy, situated in the center of a spiritually
inclined village studded with shrines, won the race in securing the invaluable
service of Teacher Thangammah. However, the hunger of the collegiate students
of the 'Kankesanturai Electorate' for the privilege of learning Tamil and Saivaism
under the talented Thangammah had to be satisfied. 'Union College', Tellippalai,
enjoyed the unique distinction of having Pandit Thangammah as its lecturer in
Tamil for twelve long years, until departmental rules intervened at the
concessionary age limit of fifty-five. Though she could have obtained an extension
of service, the call of her duties as Treasurer of 'Thurkkai Temple' appeared to her
to be more urgent and useful.

South Indian scholars of 'Saiva Siddhanta' philosophy were among the first to
recognize the rare talent that has made 'Thangammah Appacuddy' a household
name in Sri Lanka. The annual conference in 'Tamilaham' that marks the progress
of activities in Saiva propaganda soon became the favorite platform for the rising
star of 'Yalpanam' to have her lucid expositions heard far and wide. The learned
lecture delivered at the High School in 'Chidambaram’, which stands as a statue-
like symbol of the Great Navalar's remarkable contribution in South India to the
steady growth of the 'Saiva Renaissance', brought this Nightingale of Sweet
‘Senthamil' into the limelight in 'Tamilaham'. The 'Annamalai University' of
Chidambaram, which affectionately hosts leading literati, would not miss affording
its undergraduates the rare opportunity of enjoying the privilege of listening to the
rhetorical rendering of the highlights of traditional Tamil classics by this talented
orator.
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From then onwards, the 'Samajam' has been considering the feasibility of inviting
'Saiva scholars' from Sri Lanka for its annual deliberations. 'Pandit V. Nagalingam’,
President of the 'Jaffna Saiva Paripalana Sabhai', and 'Sir Kanthaiah Vaithianathan'
of 'Thiruketheeswaram Renaissance' fame happened to catch the eye of the
vigilant Sangam. Several years later, when the Sangam had grown in stature and
widened its scope to include 'Mangayatkarasis' and 'Thilagavathys', the choice
naturally fell on 'Thurkka Thuranthari', who by that time had become the roving
ambassador of 'Saiva Siddhanta'. Fresh from a lecture tour of 'Malaysia' and
'Singapore', where she was accorded spectacular receptions after a series of
scintillating speeches, 'Thurkka Thuranthari' appropriately appeared as the 'Saiva
woman of the year' in the 'Samajam’, with annual deliberations graced by her
mellifluous voice and sparkling 'Senthamil'.

The conferment of honorary epithets indicative of distinction and merit in special
branches of literary, cultural, and educational activities has been part of the
routine of outstanding establishments such as 'Aatheenams’, 'Mutts', 'Samajams’,
and 'Sangams'. As a frequent recipient of such conferments, Thangammah
Appacuddy' stands at the forefront. There are too many to be recapitulated here,
but the most significant of them are 'Senthamil Chelvi' and 'Thurkka Thuranthari'.
The latter will serve as the introduction to the next chapter of this sketch.

And now we come to the nerve center of all activities of this remarkable lady of
religion — the 'Thurkka Devasthanam'. As one of the few ancient temples of Sri
Lanka, 'Thurkkai Temple', situated at 'Tellippalai' in the heart of the Northern
Peninsula, has a long history of fluctuating conditions. This sacred shrine, according
to the scripts preserved in the 'Mavai Kanthan Aatheenam’, has been closely
connected to the 'Skanda Temple'. Consecrated by the Indian princess
'Maruthapuravalli', in devotional gratitude to Providence for restoring her original
facial features after recovering from a grim curse, the 'Thurkkai Temple',
consecrated several centuries ago, was the only one of its kind in this island at that
time. The installation of 'Thurkkai' at the outer northern 'Prakaram' of another
ancient shrine - 'Naguleswaram', is of more recent origin. 'Tellippalai Thurkkai
Temple' has been specially known for the 'Nine-night Poojas' to 'Sivasakthi' in the
form of 'Thurkkai', 'Lakshmi', and 'Saraswathy', and the tenth-day festival called
'Manampoo', symbolic of the annihilation of the Asura 'Aanavam’ by Thurkkai in a
triumphant mood.

On that sacred occasion, Lord Muruga visits 'Thurkkai' in a colorful procession and
receives the 'Vel' of atomic potential to disarm 'Soorapanman' and subjugate him,
so that he may serve Him as a devotee. That such a significant shrine should have
fallen into a period of dilapidation cannot be accounted for except as the logical
outcome of the indifference and negligence of the devotees, as well as the change
in attitude of the priests-in-charge, who discarded spiritual values for temporal
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tendencies. Unlike 'Thiruketheeswaram', where the Portuguese pirates turned
proselytizers and laid it low in utter ruins, 'Thurkkai' underwent a natural
degradation.

The ten principal devotees, who were scions of those who had performed the
‘Navarathiri' Festivals, constructed a deed of trust and assumed trusteeship to
restore the shrine to its pristine glory. However, it was felt that a Restoration
Committee should herald the enterprise. This committee, having done good spade
work, invited the trustees to form a managing committee, which first took shape in
1965 with Shri S. Thiagarajah, Retired Inspector of Schools, as President, Shri
Sivavaakeesar B.A., the eldest son of one of the trustees, as Secretary, and 'Chelvi
Thangammah Appacuddy' as Treasurer.

Circumstances were such that the Treasurer, in the course of finding funds for a
limited restoration, was able to do substantial organizational work, with the result
that what had seemed dim became brighter month by month. The Treasurer, with
the fund of goodwill she had earned during her career as a teacher and preacher,
was able to organize religious functions in the temple that wereAttended by
devotees as well as persons spiritual achievement "Rome was not built in a day,"
they say. 'Thurkkai Temple', however, was restored in as few days as possible. This
was due to a particular providential touch, a prophetic call by the Sage of
'Columbuturai’, who, in one of his rambling utterances one day, stood in front of
the temple on the highway, beckoning those who were in attendance, particularly
a pious devotee - 'Thambu Ponnambalam'. He yelled out, "Down with the
dilapidated structure!" This, then, was the spiritual signal that gave the green light
tothe helpless band of renovators.

As if by magic, the reconstruction work gathered swift momentum, with
benefactions pouring in spontaneously. Chairman 'Thiagarajah', feeling the strain
of the responsibility, gave way to a younger but capable administrator, Shri T, T.
Jayaratnam B.A.", who had already earned a name as an ideal organizer as Principal
of'Mahajana College', which had by then risen sky-high in stature and content.

The main structure of 'Thurkkai Temple', having been reconstructed according to
strict 'Agamic’ principles, the managing committee turned its attention to the
construction of an ornamental chariot, indicative of sculptural elegance. It was
during this new venture that President 'Jayaratnam' passed away, as if he had been
summoned for similar activities in the upper world.

The choice of a successor did not seem a serious problem. The officiating Vice
President himself proposed the name 'Thangammah Appacuddy’, stating that it
was the inevitable selection. The entire committee, to a member, backed the
proposal. And thus, the present period of activities of this prodigy of sacrifice and
service commenced, with a chorus of popular approbation.
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Here Is the corrected version of your paragraph with improvements in spelling,
grammar, and clarity:

The first consecration ceremony after the renovation was resplendent, in the
highest spiritual conception, scrupulously set to the pristine pattern of the
authoritatively established 'Agamic' code. The spectacular achievement of this
splendor was the result of the resolute and dedicated service of a well-coordinated
Committee of Management, of which 'Chelvi Thangammah' was Treasurer. It was
not merely the restoration of this ancient shrine to good condition that had been
visualized. What engaged the attention of the Committee of Management was an
all-out effort to make the amplest use of this god-given opportunity, to make this
temple full-fledged, but also to bring to bear, in the massive reconstruction, the
stamp of spiritual significance, incorporating the inherent excellence of age-old
architecture and sculptural representations of idols.

Thus, the invaluable services of a renowned South Indian scholar of the science of
sculpture and exponent of that excellent art were solicited and secured. 'Professor
Thevalingam', who had already achieved distinction in this direction in South India,
the cradle of this cherished art, dedicated himself, heart and soul, to this divine
duty and exceedingly embellished the 'Thurkkai Temple'.

In the matter of the execution of the prodigious 'Chitra Ther' - the Artistic Chariot -
a Sri Lankan, 'Pandit Kalakesari Thambithurai', was intuitively chosen. The very first
flash of spiritual thought of devotee 'Thangammah' as Treasurer was to establish,
in her personal capacity, a 'Thirumurai Madam' on her own initiative, for the
preliminary purpose of conducting classes in 'Thirumurais', 'Puranams’, and 'Saiva

' Sastras'. This establishment soon blossomed into a convenient venue for all
religious discourses and cultural conferences, where holy dignitaries often made
their appearance and invoked the favor of Providence.

Appropriately enough, the 'Chennai Saiva Siddhanta Maha Samajam’, having great
capacity to comprehend the real evolution of religious tendencies, took great
pleasure in soliciting the fruitful support of 'Thurkka Thuranthari', fittingly to

f celebrate the Samajam's 'Pavala Vila' in the land of the historical "Yalpadi', and

i especially in the spiritually salubrious precincts of the 'Siva Sakthi Shrine' - the
'Thurkkai Devasthanam'. Here was the finest chance for the Saiva world to
delightfully witness the capable hand of 'Thurkka Thuranthari' in the art of
organization and the science of 'Saiva Hospitality'. The entire committee of the
Samajam and the Chairman Select of the conference, 'Vidvasiromani Ratnam
Chettiar', were overwhelmingly delighted to see their Pavala Conference reach the
summit of success.

The highlight of hospitality In a full-fledged place of worship should naturally be
the entertainment of the devotees at 'Maheswara Pooja'. This has been a primary
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function of the Thurkka Devasthanam’, so much so that the construction of a
spacious hall for this specific purpose became necessary. Andthus, the 'Annapoorani
Hall' came into existence. But even that extensive accommodation would not suffice.
The ever-expanding scope of the 'Devasthanam' soon enabled the construction of
another huge hall for the exclusive use of 'Maheswara Pooja’, releasing the
'Annapoorani Madam' for yet another innovation - the 'Kalyana Mandapam', designed
to afford every facility needed for the auspicious ceremony of 'Thirumanam'. The
suitably decorated dais and the majestic'Manavarai' bear testimony to the precision of
planning.

In keeping with the tradition of temporalities, the 'High Priest's residence’, the
'Secretariat’, the 'Pongal Peedam’, store rooms, cow husbandry facilities, and such
other necessities have been provided by the 'Devasthanam', The shelter for the
fair sex, the dormitory for destitute 'Saiva' children, the 'Gurukulam' for godly
Brahmin youth, and the massive 'Mahalir lllam' - forming a string of stately
structures along with the architectural arch at the gateway—demonstrate
‘Thurkka Puram'in elegant effect.

Special mention must be made of the 'Theertha (Pond) Pushkarani’, decently
designed as a spacious square encircling the sacred waters of peaceful placidity.
The altar is appropriately accommodated, and the one hundred steps all around
present a picturesque sight that can hardly be forgotten once seen. The 'Theertha
Ceremony', participated in and witnessed by several thousand devotees as an
annual feature, affords a pleasing panoramic view of aesthetic excellence.

'Celebrate Thangammah', having no compelling need to bedeck herself with bright
ornaments and embellish her inherent beauty, however, gives vent to the natural
feminine passion for jewelry and costly costumes by making the image of 'Thurkka
Thevi' resplendent in the richness of golden ornaments, the brilliance of brilliants,
and above all, in the magnificence of garlands of sweet-smelling flowers, ranging
from roses to lovely lotuses. 'President Thangammah's' passion for this
picturesque beauty has been perennially satisfied by the ever-flowing gifts gladly
endowed by enthusiastic devotees.

There is graciousness in her heart; it is akin to pure love, which indicates itself as
the origin of the exceedingly natural graciousness of outward conduct. 'Thurkka
Thuranthari' was very appropriately appointed a 'Justice of the Peace'. This was
indeed doing justice to this well-deserved appointment; spiritual peace alone can
lead to justice. The poet muses: "There is no outward token of graciousness that is
not deeply rooted in the ethos." "True education should transmit both the
outward token and the inner root."

Born with the natural talent for imbibing lofty ideas and ideals, 'Thurkka

Thuranthari' has been cultivating these, not for her immediate temporal ends, but
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for a nobler, spiritual, and universal purpose. There was no pleasure purer than to
sit and listen to a sweet succession of words and phrases elucidating the eternal
truth-the sure means to sublime salvation. Hindus all over Sri Lanka, in Malaysia,
Singapore, and South India have enjoyed this rare pleasure.

The path of duty has been the privileged way to spiritual enlightenment.
"Ruminating on religious thoughts and dreaming high". Thurkka Thuranthari "has
come closer to cultural heaven" leading to the highest reaches of holy aspirations.

Hereisarich reward of virtue clothed as

sheisin changeless purity.

Let this simple sketch have an enliven in epilogue
"Whose high endeavors are aninward light?
That makes the path before her Always bright;
Who, with natural instinct to discern

What knowledge and perform,
Isdiligenttolearn;

Abides by this resolve, and stops

nhot there But makes her moral being her
Prime care;

Who, if she rise to station of

Command,

Rises by open means; andthere

will stand

Onhonorableterms........

Who comprehends her trust; and

tothe same

Keeps faithful with a singleness

of aim;

And therefore does not stoop

norlie in wait

Forwealth or honorsor for

Worldly State"

Wordsworth

Winding up this weak writing, | frankly feel that the pen | hold has not fully fed all
the feelings of the holder on this admired theme - Thurkka Thuranthari - The
subjectisvast, the scopeisvaried.
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