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AUGUST 11 1986
CHANGED GUS DALTON’S LIFE

My father, Gus (Augustine), was a kind person with a magnetic
personality who was devoted to his family. He was a
responsible, loving, generous, thoughtful, and supportive
father and husband. He did everything possible to make his
family happy. His life was about taking care of his family and
helping those in need. He was known for his kindness,
hospitality, storytelling, humour and for standing up for what
he believed was right. He was a hard worker and his favourite
job was fishing. He would not have retired if his health had not
deteriorated.

My dad always stood up for what he believed was right. For
example, in the early 1960's, dad secured a job in Labrador
working with the local Indigenous people. He became upset
when he found out the Indigenous men had to wait until they,
the white men, were finished eating in order to eat their meal.
Dad brought this issue to the attention of his supervisor and
asked, “Why do these men have to wait until we are finished
our meal to eat?” The supervisor said he did not know why but
he did not think it was right either, but he was following orders
he was given.

August 11, 1986 was the day that changed my Dad's life. This
was the day 155 Tamil refugees from Sri Lanka appeared out
of the fog. The day before the rescue, Dad woke to tell mom
he had a dream about rescuing people on the water. The
premonition became reality, the next night that is exactly what
happened. From that day forward, Dad was known for
rescuing the Tamils and everyone wanted to hear his version
of the story.

This is my recollection of how the rescue transpired. Upon
seeing the people through the fog both in shock and in rescue
mode, Dad went into action. He knew it was real but he could
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hardly believe what he was seeing. Two small boats
overloaded with people sitting helplessly on the cold Atlantic
Ocean. Someone in the crew called out to ask where they
were from, but no one answered. Dad started strategizing and
knew what he had to do to move the people out of the two
boats safely. He did not have time to think about who the
people were or where they came from or why they were in
lifeboats. Dad just wentinto action to save them. He ordered
his crew to take a piece of rope and make a barrier around the
sides of his boat. Once this task was done, he then reversed
his boat very slowly to position it between the two small boats
in order not to capsize them. The small boats were then
secured to both sides of his boat to create balance. It was a
precarious situation considering their location and the
overcrowded boats. When this was done, he instructed the
crew to offload the codfish caught in their traps that morning
to reduce the weight in the boat in order to take aboard as
many people as possible. Once his boat was up to capacity, he
instructed his crew to put the rope barrier back in place. This
barrier was to demonstrate that he could take no one else
onboard. In the meantime, Dad had called on neighboring
boats to come and assist. When they arrived, they took aboard
the remaining people that were still in the lifeboats. In the
meantime, Dad had radioed the Canadian Coast Guard's
Marine Communications and Traffic Services Centre in
Placentia to notify them of the situation. He was instructed not
to land the people. He was informed that the Canadian Coast
Guard ship would come by in a few hours to pick the people
up. While they waited, Dad and his crew distributed all the
food and water they had on the boat. Dad told us about a little
girl who was among them. Dad said she looked to be around 5
years old. She was in the galley with Dad while he was cooking
oatmeal. Dad offered her some oatmeal but she seemed afraid
to eat. Dad ate some to show her it was okay to eat then she ate
it. Telling this story Dad would get teary-eyed. Dad often
wondered what happened to her.

After the people transferred to the Coast Guard ship, Dad and
his crew went home to Admiral's Beach. When they arrived at
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the wharf, members of the Canadian Security Intelligence
Service (CSIS) were waiting to question Dad about the
situation. After a few hours of questioning, he was allowed to
leave. The days following were intense, with journalists calling
to speak with Dad as the rescue became a local, national, and
international story. In the early years after the rescue, Dad
received a couple of Christmas cards from the Tamils.

In 2011, Dad was contacted by Gary Anandasangaree and the
Canadian Tamil Congress (CTC) to plan a celebration in
Newfoundland for the 25" anniversary of the rescue. This was
the first time that Dad and his crew would be reunited with a
couple of the people they rescued. These people were Siva
Mehanathan and Baskaran Nadarajah. We invited them to his
home in Admiral's Beach where a boat ride and an
Irish/Newfoundland party was arranged for the guests. The
Canadian Tamil Congress (CTC) also arranged a formal dinner
in St. John's for Dad, his crew and their families.

In 2012, Dad was a guest at the CTC's annual Thai Pongal
dinner in Toronto where Dad was presented with the Leaders
of Change award. Dad was received so kindly by everyone and
said, “I feel like 1 am at home”. In 2012, Dad also received the
Queens Jubilee Medal.

In 2016, four of the 155 rescues along with their families,
members of the CTC, and other Tamil Canadians travelled
from Toronto to Newfoundland to celebrate the 30"
anniversary of the rescue. They were here in Newfoundland to
meet Dad, the Fishermen, and Canadian Coast Guard. When
they arrived, they travelled from St. John's to Admirals Beach.
Cyrus Sundar Singh, a Filmmaker who was documenting the
Tamils journey, had found the location of the lifeboats back in
2000. As a result of his research, they were able to reunite
with one of the lifeboats. This was the first part of a ve

emotional reunion especially for Shanmuga (Paurl)g
Puvanendran and Suhapiramam Annalingam because this was
their first visit to Newfoundland, as well as, for Baskaran
Nadarajah and Siva Mehanathan. This was also their first time

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



sarLl egeonfed soipl uasst

seeing the lifeboats since being rescued. When they arrived in
Admiral's Beach, everyone was excited to witness the
reunion. Suhapiramam Annalingam presented Dad with a
golden anchor shaped pin, representing the rescue and their
journey to Canada. This was a very emotional presentation.
The CTC also arranged a celebration dinner at The Rooms in
St. John's. Later, in 2018, Dad was awarded, posthumous, the
Canadian Meritorious Service Medal for rescuing, without
hesitation, 155 Tamil refugees.

During this final visit, my Dad's health had deteriorated.
Parkinson's disease, Lewy Body Dementia and Glaucoma had
robbed him of his once happy face and ability to express his
excitement and enthusiasm. He often said to us “they
deserved their freedom.” My Dad is no longer with us but the
friendship and mutual respect will live on forever. We are one
family.

Written by Diane Dalton
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TAMILS’ BOATS IN
CANADA'’S HISTORY
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PREFACE

In August 1986 in the Canadian history an important incident
occurred. In the Atlantic Ocean 155 Tamil refugees were about
to drowned because of the superfluous weight of the life boats
they were in. At that time a Canadian fisherman bravely rushed
to the scene and rescued them. Then they were brought
ashore by the Canadian coastal guard boat and given first aid
by the Red Cross. Then those 155 refugees were given the
Canadian citizenship and now they have multiplied and living
richly in Canada. To intake and absorb these 155 refugees, the
then deputy immigration minister Gerry Weiner and Prime
Minister Mulroney used this opportunity and changed and
modified the immigration law. Since then, the new law helped
about 350 000 Tamil refugees and hundreds and thousands of
refugees from Syria, Libya, Afghanistan and Ukraine to seek
and receive asylumin Canada.

TWO GREAT MIGRATIONS IN TAMILS' HISTORY

The researchers had put forward and presented substantial
and considerable doubts about the ancient Tamil migration
from Kumari continent many thousands of years before and
the midst of the (Lemuria) historic migration of the mankind.

But it is clear and well-known fact that in the last 200 years
Tamils have migrated from their Motherland in large quantity to
various countries in the world in two phases.

When Europeans were ruling Ceylon and India, about 200
years ago due to poverty, indigence and enticement of
Europeans, the Tamils from Tamil Nadu India went to settle in
specific countries where Europeans promised that the land of
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milk and honey were flourishing. They believed and went with
families by thousands in sailing boats and settled in countries
like Cuba, Guyana, Fiji, South Africa, Mauritius, Burma,
Malaya, Singapore and Ceylon. This is the first massive
migration of Tamils in the history.

The second great migration of Tamils of Tamil Eelam is taking
place for the last 40 years. This is the result of the planned and
tactical massacre and carnage and communal clash unleashed
by the Sinhala regimes towards the Tamils in 1958, 1977, and
1983 and in 1985 driving away the Tamils fromcoastal villages
and Islands, and then during the last war in Mullivaikal (2009)
where 1 V2 lakhs of innocent Tamils were killed, 90 000 Tamil
females were widowed,35000 disabled and about 24000
Tamils were missing after surrendering to the armed forces.
Approximately 10 lakhs of Eelam Tamils emigrated to Canada,
Britain, France, Italy, Australia, India, Norway, Germany,
Switzerland and more than 50 countries to protect their lives
andinfear.

During this escape thousands of Tamils died when the boats
they were traveling capsized. In desperation when travelling
from country to country they were dumped and packed into
cargo and freight containers and hundreds of them died due to
suffocation and asphyxia. Some of them died of illness and
some frozen to death due to biting cold. Even some Tamils
were killed and buried by the human traffickers.

Thousands of Tamils who survived these horror journey and
reached Germany were detained in Refugee camps for years.
Those refugee camps were similar to jail. They were suffering
as they had fallen into the fire from the frying pan.

At this time there was a propaganda from a shipping company
in Germany that they will take them to Montreal Canada if
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substantial refugees are willing to pay $ 5000.00. This news
gave hope to the disheartened 155 Tamil refugees. Those 155
Tamils paid $ 5000.00 and started each of their journey by sea
onthe 1% of August 1986.

A ship with these 155 Eelam Tamils started its voyage from
port of Hamburg Germany. The horror and woes they faced
during that journey was written as an interview article by the
famous author A. Muthulingam and published by the Tamil
Nadu magazine “Junior Vikatan” in the name of “THADAM”
and was read by more than 50 lakhs of Tamils around the
globe. Later it was re published in Canadian “Thamilar
Thakaval” annual magazine in 2016 and in “ULAGA
THAMILAR” newspaper, then in English journal “VOICE” this
article was written by Arabi, Arani and Suhapiramam.

The missed informations about this dangerous journey are
compiled, accumulated and presented in this book. This is a
historical record and document of the great journey of the
Eelam Tamils. The purpose and goal of this article is for the
reference and usage of our future generations. It is remarkable
that this migration has secured an important place in the
history of Canada.

THE UNEXPECTED GOOD SAMARITAN
WHO SAVED FROM DEATH

These 155 Tamils from Germany were locked up like
congested herd in the basement of a cargo ship. Later it came
to the lime light that the ship had no license for sea travel and it
was licensed coal carrying ship for the travel only in lakes. That
basement of the ship only had one or two light bulbs,
inconvenient bathrooms and dusky light. There were no seats
in the ship basement they were dumped. Canned food and
drinking water were given by the sailor. So, these refugees
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facing with predicament in the swaying ship in the Atlantic
Ocean spent 10 horrible days and 10 nights in peril.

On the 10" day the ship Captain opened the basement door
and packed those 155 Tamils in two life boats which were
bound together where those boats capacity were only for 40
people. They were huddling in that small boats and unable to
stand.He did not allow to take their belongings with them. Only
one life boat had the engine. He told them that Montreal is only
300 meters away and he went away leaving them in those life
boats. Because of over weight the sea water was up to the edge
of the boat and if anyone of them move, there was a danger
that the sea water might flow inside the boat and can capsize.

It was getting dark and the people were desperate and
depressed as they had not seen any sign of Montreal as they
had travelled more than 300 meters as the captain told. The
boats were moving slowly throughout the night and it was
dawn and it was raining. They were throwing the rain water
from the boat into the sea with small bowls to prevent the boat
from drowning.

The day passed by and it was dark again. The passengers
screamed when they heard a massive sound and saw a
massive and mammoth figure like black mountain arising from
the bottom of the sea and submerging. Now the slow-moving
boats stopped and were swaying. They realized that they were
trapped in an irreversible danger and that was their end of life.
They screamed “Help Help” in panic. Some of them cried
“God is the refuge”. The night passed by and dawned as they
were crying and sobbing. As they were exhausted and lost
hope, suddenly they were excited when they saw a big boat at
a distance in the sea. They tied one of the top wears on a pole
and lifted up waved and shouted “HELP HELP”. After
sometime they realized that the boat was travelling towards
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them. They were so excited that they were shedding tears of
joy and cheered. They realized it was a fishing boat belonged
to a white person. Even the people who cannot speak English
raised and waved their hands and shouted “HELP HELP”,

The fisherman redeemer was making calls and giving
instructions to someone on his cell phone. Then he was
dumping the pile of fish from his boat into the sea and while he
was doing that, two more big boats were coming towards them
doing the same act. Then those 155 Tamils were transferred
from the life boats to the 3 big boats at a pace but with lot of
attention and care. Now those refugees were confident that
they will not die and their fear of life was riddance and now they
felt that they were dying of thirst. The rescuers noted that and
gave them water in allotment which was kept for the
fishermen. Then a big ship arrived at the scene after the SOS
call from the fishermen skipper Guz Dalton. Then those 155
passengers were transferred to the ship by a rope ladder.

While climbing on the ladder one passenger fell down onto
another passenger Mr. Suhapiramam and he fainted. Then he
was transferred into the ship. Then that ship called “Leonardj.
Cowley” arrived at the harbor of Newfoundland after sailing
300 Km.

ANXIETY ERASED BY COMPASSION AND SYMPATHY

The arrival of Tamil refugees was flashed as headline news in all
Canadian media. An Eelam Tamil Mr. Sylvester Rasaratnam
who was studying at the Memorial University of New
foundland saw this news and hurried to the port. He called for
the ambulance and Mr. Suhapiramam was taken and admitted
atthe hospital for treatment.

Then those 155 refugees who were wearing the same clothing
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for 12 days were given new clothes, food, beverages and
medical treatment. The Red Cross workers who arrived there
took all the cloths from the refugees, washed dried and
handed back to them.

The great savior skipper Guz Dalton who rescued the refugees
without any knowledge of whom they were and where they
were from was detained in jail for 3 days by the authorities
citing the law for bringing alien, illegal immigrants and non-
citizens into Canada and this news was flashed in the media.
One of the daughters of Mr. Dalton who was studying at
university far away hurried to the place of detention, argued,
advocated and freed Mr. Dalton.

The driver of the ambulance was in conversation with Mr.
Sylvester Rasaratnam who was accompanying Mr.
Suhapiramam said that Mr. Suhapiramam had died but he
survived by the grace of God.

Among those 155 Tamils, majority of them went to the
province of Ontario and to Montreal according to their wishes
from Newfoundland. They reached their destinations by
plane.

That time Prime Minister Brian Mulroney agreed to grant
citizenship to those 155 refugees and the authorities were
engaged to enforce this process. But the tribals took counter
stand for this action as the refugees were of impunity to the
country. Those refugees were disgraced where ever they
came to face to face with them. Taking this into consideration,
the Govt. of Canada delayed the citizenship process butissued
them visitor's visaand accepted them into Canada. Then they
were given Permanent Resident ship after 3 years. Then they
were subjected to oral test for citizenship and everyone of
them was accepted as Canadian citizen.
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When it was reported that the senior citizens were disgracing
the refugees that they were brought by boats, Mr. Gerry
Weiner lashed back at them in public, that the people who
entered Canada in time to time by boats were the people who
were accusing these refugees.

In the history of a multitude of people who came to Canada to
resettle after an interval of 200 years, it was the erstwhile
Canadian Prime Minister “Mr. Mulroney” who approved the
migration of 155 Tamil refugees for the first time and he is held
in high esteem by the Tamil Canadians domiciled in Canada
even to date.

In an event that took place in January 2020 organized by the
National Council of Canadian Tamils held in Toronto, former
Prime Minister Mr. Mulroney was honoured and his daughters
received the accolades that was presented. Further, the Tamil
institutions such as the Council of Tamil Canadians continue to
regard the degree of humanity of Mr. Mulroney
wholeheartedly.

Those 155 Tamil refugees having obtained their permanent
citizenship in Canada have gained housing facilities,
properties, employment opportunities, educational
advancements and all basic amenities in Toronto and
Montreal. The Council of Tamil Canadians has been working
tirelessly in that regard.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



 ®eLr arsorified SSIF U GoeT

Reco_rds of compassion in the history of Canada.

The arrival of the Tamil refugees in Canada in the year 1986
which had been a landmark event is being telecast in the
English and French media and in the print media with
photographs, including the broadcasting the historic event
over the radio. Of them, the newspaper “Toronto Star” has
been publishing this arrival of these boats every year in the
month of August with photographs.

Incumbent Parliamentarian Mr. Garry Anandasangaree
together with the Council of Tamil Canadians had taken the
effort to visit the home of the great humanitarian Mr. Gus
Dalton, to thank him profusely and to wish him for rescuing the
precious lives of the 155 Tamils. Mr. Gus Dalton continues to
maintain a close relationship with Mr. Garry Anandasangaree.

The arrival of the boats of the refugees had not only been a
subject of great interest and concern among the English and
the French who are the majority communities in Canada, but
also to the hundreds of tribes of migrants of other. During the
interaction between skipper of that fishing vessel- Gus Dalton,
the Council of Tamil Canadians and Mr. Garry Anandasangaree
in the past 24 years after the arrival of those boats, it was
decided to commemorate the Silver Jubilee in August 2011, of
the rescuing of those boats, in the City of Toronto organized by
the Council of Tamil Canadians.

This was highlighted by the leading Newspapers, Television
channels and Radio stations.

Accordingly, 'Rescuer' Gus Dalton, his three daughters and his
spouse were welcomed in a popular Banquet Hall in Toronto
amidst the members of the Council of Tamil Canadians,
hundreds of spectators and one of the rescued refugees, were
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honoured and hosted. During the event 'Rescuer' Gus Dalton
presented Mr. Garry Anandasangaree a replica of a ship
brought from Newfoundland.

Tamil tradition of expressing gratitude
Except for a few people out of the 155 people who had been
rescued from those refugee boats, are leading a well- settled
life in Canada, the others never attended that event.

It was later revealed that those people who did not attend the
event had thought for themselves that it would be a disgrace
that if the others came to know of their past history of being
salvaged and rescued by someone at that time they arrived in
Canada. Hence they avoided attending that event.

It is common parents spending to bring up their children,
gifting 100 dollars for a wedding of a friend or a relative. These
are some of the deeds that are done in anticipation to be repaid
or to regain. If a person who had benefited from such gifts or
favours, happens to forget those deeds or tend to ignore such
matters, such oversight could be at times, may be forgiven by
the Almighty.

However, when a person who is totally unknown to us, helps
us when we are embroiled in a predicament, not anticipating
anything in return from us, irrespective of the losses and
calamities that he had to face, is the greatest divine help. This is
what is called reciprocating for the gratitude. If those
ungrateful people fail to regard that reciprocation or to ignore
the timely help or attempt to harm that Good Samaritan, then
there shall be no pardon or redemption to them from the

Almighty.

This is aptly explained by the great Tamil divine poet -
‘Thiruvalluvar' as follows:

92

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



SOILT aureormmied SOIpF ULse

“There is however, no redemption for those who blatantly
disregard a timely help ignoring to reciprocate their gratitude”
It is an unpardonable act by the almighty or Justice on the part
of the 151 Tamil Refugees who failed to show their gratitude to
the most noble person- Gus Dalton and his companions who
dumped their harvest of fish filled in three boats into the sea,
sacrificing the livelihood income of 3 months and informing
the Canadian Coast Guard about the boats of the refugees in
peril. And without even waiting for their permission to salvage
the refugees, not even fearing the punishment that they would
face, quickly acted to rescue the 155 human lives. As a result,
Gus Dalton was sent to prison by the State. Incidentally, Prime
Minister Mulroney who granted refuge to these refugees and
the Good Samaritan Gus Dalton including his companions
shall be honoured with regard and respect by the whole
mankind.

Some of our Tamil brethren betrayed the 'Liberation fighters'
who were sacrificing their lives to save the Tamils from the Sri
Lankan State Terrorism, to the Governments of the respective
countries in which they sought refuge.

That is, having fled the country in fear of the government
forces which had been annihilating the Tamils, the Tamils gave
false statements accusing the Tigers of committing atrocities,
in order to obtain citizenship in those countries which is
indeed a crime and ungratefulness on the part of our Tamil
asylum seekers.

This was done by the Sri Lankan government in a well-planned
manner using the Sinhalese and the Tamil stooges sending
them to the countries all over the world. Those people who
were sent there gave such statements and induced many
innocent refugees to give such statement in those countries
which made the world countries to proscribe the Ealam

Digitized by Noogham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



B@ILN arermned sOpf ueset

Liberation movement and to stamp it as a terror organization.
This also led to those countries joining hands with the
government forces in resorting to the Tamil genocide before
and after the Mullivaikkal debacle.

These two types of suicide- seeking Tamils should realize their
faults and should come forward having reformed themselves
to prevent Tamil genocide in the future safeguarding the future
generations making their contributions to the democratic
struggle as a remedy for the sins that they had committed
towards the Tamil race.

However, during the Silver Jubilee of the arrival of those boats,

Tamils in their hundreds who had not been a part of that sea
journey including a few refugees participated voluntarily in the
event and expressed their heartful gratitude to the “Rescuer of
the boats” — Gust Dalton and his companions, Gerry Weiner
and Prime Minister Mulroney who facilitated in granting
refugee status The act of expressing gratitude and respect
filled their hearts with joy boosting the confidence that the
grateful Tamil race would rise up again with dignity and honour
after gaining liberation.,

The stringent regulations of Immigration in Canada that were in
force for more than 200 years before the arrival of the 155
Tamil refugees in 1986 when they landed in the shores of
Canada were made flexible by the Mulroney government in
order to absorb the 155 refugees into Canada.

As a result of the new laws, an additional 300, 000 Tamils from
the Tamil Ealam were able to settle in Canada without any
impediments.

This measure also facilitated refugees from Syria and Libiya
including many other countries to be accepted into Canada in
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many thousands. This enabled Canada to become a multi -
cultural country with about 200 ethnicities calling Canada their
homeland. As such, the arrival of 155 Tamil refuges in 1986 is
viewed as a historic event in Canada.

Misery of Ealam revealed to the world.

The arrival of those boats and the propaganda of that by the
Canadian media became instrumental in bringing the fact to
light that there is an island nation in the world and that there
lives an ethnic race known as “Tamils” which had risen against
the Sinhala hegemony that engages in unleashing genocide in
a systematic manner against that particular race, which is
fighting forits liberation.
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Tamils Journey 1986 is to be celebrated in the city of ST.
Johns in the Newfoundland State. on 11" - 14" August
2016

The 155 Tamils who undertook a journey in an attempt to
reach Canada after a sea voyage of 12 days should have
become exuberant, crying out “Atlast we have arrived in the
Canadian city of Montreal”.

On the contrary, the events that followed were unexpected.
What had actually happened?

11" August 1986 was a day which would become
unforgettable for those 155 CanadianTamils. Yes. It was on that
day that they gained a new lease of life.

Three days before, those 155 Tamilswere made to descend in
mid-sea from a cargo ship. Theywere put on two small life
boats thatwere used in emergency.

“Get into those boats, you will reach the shore of Montreal
after travelling a short distance”. Said the captain of that ship
and continued his journey leaving them in the middle of the
sea.

In the mid -sea, all the 155 people were huddling in those two
small boats, unable to even stand up.

That salty cold breeze being surrounded by the misty sea and
fog, nothing was visible right around. Three days passed by ...
but there was no sight of the land. The children began to cry
uncontrollably.

Women were weeping, the males were dumbfounded in a
state of confusion. Huge waves were tossing them and the
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small boats could hardly withstand the force of the waves. It
was a moment that the souls of the 155 humans were
vacillating in fear of death.

Out of the 155 people who were gazing beyond the vast sea,
one person was able to spot a speed boat at a distance.

Those 155 people who were in the grip of death began wailing
at the top of their voices, waving both their hands. That speed
boat was the only hope for those 155 people that would vouch
safe their lives.

Those in that speed boats were all fisher folks from the coastal
village of St Mary's in Newfoundland. They were going on their
routine to engage in fishing. Fortunately, those in that boat had
spotted the boats in which the Tamil refugees were travelling.

The fisher folks who were intently looking at the boats became
shocked at what they were seeing.

They had never seen in their lives a large number of people
including children and women crowded in two small boats
amidst the dangerously rough sea in a most vulnerable
condition.

If the boats were to be in that weather condition for some more
time, the high waves would have hurled them into the sea and
the boats would have crashed into pieces hitting against the
rocks inthe sea.

The captain of the speed boat was shockingly alarmed. He,
moved his ship towards the two small boats.

Those in the two small boats saw the speed boat coming
towards them. “We are Sri Lankan Tamil refugees. We want to
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go to Montreal! please help us!” shouted the refugees as loud
as possible in English.

The captain was able only to decipher the few words such as
“Help”, “Sri Lanka”,“Refugees” and “Montreal”.

However, were those words the most important words at that
moment? No. they were not. The captain was able to
understand within no time that every minute that was delayed,
would pose danger to those in the boats.

The speed boat approached closer. That hands of the
Canadian fisher folks clasped the hands of the Tamil Ealam
refugees. The 155 Tamils fighting for their lives were saved and
brought to the shore. Not only that, but they were accepted as
refugees in Canada. Today it has been 30 years since this
breathtaking true incident happened.

The remarkable humanitarian task of the people of
Newfoundland and the Canadian Government has become
not only indelible in the minds of Tamil Canadians but in the
history of Canada.

It is our duty not only to celebrate the Canadian Government
and the people of Newfoundland but also to celebrate the day
those 155 Tamils who gained new life, travelling to Canada
through a new avenue disregarding the dangers involved in it.
Our gratitude goes particularly to the captain of the speed boat
who instead of thinking it was adequate to inform about the
unknown boats to the government with the mind set of “Let
the Canadian Navy arrive at whatever the time they wish to”,
did come forward to rescue the 155 people himself.

As such, The Council of Canadian Tamils has organized a
Thanks- giving event in this regard. Hence, the
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commemoration of the sea journey of the 155 refugees has
been organized on 11" to 14" of August 2016 naming it as
“Tamil Journey 1986” is to be held in the city of StJohns in the
Newfoundland State to express our gratitude to the people of
Newfoundland. Hundreds of us intend to go there. You too are
welcome and extend your corporation to us and grace the
occasion, thanking them.

A grand banquet hall is also, arranged to commemorate the
“Tamil Journey 1986” on the 13" of Augustinstant.

Also, a documentary film on “Tamil Journey 1986” is to be
premiered. Special tribute is to be paid to the ship captain who
saved our Tamil compatriots. A memorial too will be erected.

We once again invite you to grace the event.

If at all you are unable to make it to Newfoundland, we
earnestly request you to visit the “Tamil Journey 1986”
exhibition organized in Toronto and to grace the event there.

Together with the newspaper articles and photographs of
“Tamil Journey 1986” and various documentaries that were
telecast during last 30 years will be screened on that day.

In addition, you shall avail an opportunity to meet and greet
many of those who were in those boats who undertook that
Journey.

Hence all are welcome and do honour the “Tamil Journey
1986” which will boost the reputation of the Canadian Tamils.
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Shocking facts revealed by 'Rescuer’ Gus.

Captain of the fishing vessels Gus Dalton who rescued the 155
Tamil refugees in 1986 from the grip of death in the deep sea
and his companions, reside at the coastal area of “Admirals” in
the St.Mary's Bay. Having left the Colinet isle, they put up their
houses in the beach and were engaging in fishing as their
occupation for their livelihood. The house in which Captain
Gus lived is one that had been constructed solely with his
hands, with his wife and three daughters. That particular
fishing settlement appeared as a mini village. The houses were
situated within a calling distance sparsely.

However, unlike in the cities where people lived in isolation
with no link with each one another, the people in this fishing
village lived interacting and helping one another similar to the
villages in the Tamil Ealam.

Those villagers had migrated from Ireland and Scotland from
the Europe and had resettled in Canada permanently. The life
in that village was tough as that coastal area was exposed to
natural calamities. Therefore, people like Mr.Gus were united
among themselves facing the disasters and lived happily with
mutual support.

Four of the 155 people who were rescued from that boat
namely Siva-Mahendran, Baskaran-Nadarajah,
Bhuvanendran-Shanmuga and Suhapiramam Annalingam
with his spouse and 2 daughters went to St. Johns City in the
Newfoundland State accompanied by the members of the
Council of the Canadian Tamils to participate in the 30"
anniversary of the arrival of the Tamil refugees' boats in 1986.
That event had been organized by the Canadian Tamil
Congress.

100

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



s arenmied s0pf uesel

All of them flew to Newfoundland and arrived at the Admirals
Town after travelling two hours by road, reaching the home of
Gus Dalton.

Gus Dalton who had been very active during 1986 aged 50
years who acted heroically in preventing 155 deaths,
appeared frail now at the age of 82 years. Mr. Gus was
overcome by intense emotion and was in tears when he learnt
that the refugees whom he had rescued before 30 years, were
visiting him, and when those four rescued refuges grasped his
hands and kissed him on his cheek weeping and he too broke
down.

When Suhapiramam who was one of the refugees went on his
knees supplicating, Mr. Gus blessed him and was
overwhelmed. Mr. Gus who had become speechless in
pleasantamazement, gradually began to speak.

“On that August 11" when we were at sea, in a very dangerous
part, | could hear a loud cry of distress. There is a dangerous
maelstrom in that part of the sea and there are stories about
ships that had unknowingly entered its vicinity, had been sunk.
Apart from that, there are mystic and hunting cries and wailing
in the nights of the spirits of those who had been killed in such
mishaps, that would send a chill down your spines, which we
had observed. It was because of that reason that we waited till
dawn and moved towards your direction at daybreak and
savedyou all”

We too having had undergone such misfortunes, have now
resettled in this village after travelling from Scotland and
Ireland. It was those painful experiences through which we
learn tour lessons, that gave the determinations and drove to
save you all. The Tamil refugees recalled about a black
mammoth figure emerging from the sea to a height of a
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mountain with a loud noise near their boats and disappearing
once again into the sea during that dangerous situation

Mr. Gus then disclosed them an alarming information. “ltwas a
huge whale and because it prevented and kept your boats
away from the maelstrom, that the 155 of you all were able to
escape death”.

When the refugees heard this information, they were
flabbergasted and dazed for a while totally becoming blank.
Mr. Suhapiramam who was one of the four refugees, who had
brought with him memorabilia in the shape of an anchor made
of gold which he had specially got it made, pinned it on to Mr.
Gus's shirt with his hands on which the tattoo of the Anchor
was found, and paid his tribute.
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The 30"anniversary event
celebrated in grandeur.

Of the two boats in which the 155 refugees were stranded in
mid sea for two days, one of the boats had been sold by the
Coast Guards and its fate was not known.

The other boat was moored in the fishing jetty of Admiral. The
four refugees went to that spot and had a look at their boat
reminiscing their ordeal. Among them, Mr. Suhapiramam got
onto the boat and seated himself in the seat that he had sat on
that fateful day and began to sob uncontrollably. The others
consoled him to calm him.

On the following day the felicitation ceremony for Mr. Gus was
held. The day after, the particular boat was purchased by the
Council of Tamil Canadians and was brought to Toronto.

It was put on display in the “Road show” held for 3 days which
was organized by the Canadian Tamil Congress. The cynosure
in that road show was that salvaged rescue boat.

The people of Toronto, Montreal and Newfoundland including
the Tamils together with people of other ethnicities viewed that
boat filled with awe. They learnt the history of that boat from
the printed notice that was pasted on the boat and from
speeches of orators who explained in detail. The people there
was amazed to witness the deep gratitude of the Tamils and
were in tears appreciating them and they were proud of
Mr.Gus Dalton.

The celebrations commemorating30 years of the arrival of the
above refugee boats were held in the following order.

The Tamils who flew from Toronto on the first day on
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10.08.2016 landed in the airport, were taken by 3 vans to the
residence of Rescuer Mr. Gus Dalton in St. Mary's City where a
get- together and aluncheon had been organized.

Thereafter with the permission obtained by Ryerson University
student — Cyrus Singh, former Minister of Immigrationin 1986
Gerry Weiner together with the refugees who had travelled in
the bus and the group from the Council of Canadian Tamils,
viewed one of the two rescue boats. They, thereafter, from
2.30 - 4.30 p.m. also viewed the Coastal Guard's ship
“Leornard ) Cowley” that has transported the rescued refugees
to the Port of St. John onthe 11" August 1986.

Thereafter on the 3“day, that is on August 12", the group went
around to visit the Obirenes Boat Ride Center and other cities.
The group of people were hosted by Mr.Garry
Anandasangaree in the City of Sheraton for a banquet.

On the 4" day on 13" August Saturday a get together was held
with a group of people consisting of two Professors who had
arrived from Toronto,Gerry Weiner and Harini from St. John's
City and a few others of those in the list of refugees.

The most important event of the 30" year anniversary which
commenced at 6 p.m. in which Captain Gus Dalton was the
guest of honour, who had been instrumental in writing a new
chapter in the history of the Canadian immigration, and his
family were honoured with praise. The main event was
followed by many cultural events that concluded at 10 p.m.

Compassionate warrior Gus Dalton enters kingdom of God.

Two years after these events,Captain Gus Dalton breathed his
|ast at the age of 84 years on 17" January 2018 in his home.

On hearing the sad news of his demise many Tamils together
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with the members of the Council of Tamil Canadians went to
Newfoundland and paid their last respects to Mr. Gus Dalton,
during which 3 Ministers of the State of Newfoundland too
attended his funeral.

On the previous day of his funeral, the last rites were
performed with prayers in his native town Admiral and on the
following day his funeral was held in the cemetery amidst
tributes that were paid.

The National flag of Canada was hoisted at half-mast in the hall
of the community center and meals were provided to all
attendees.

In the celebrations of “Tamil Thai Pongal” which followed after
a few days, the Council of Tamil Canadians observed an
emotional event of paying tribute to late Captain Gus Dalton.

It was decided that the gold medal in the shape of an anchor
that was presented by one of the refugees in the sea journey -
Mr. Annalingam Suhapiramam, and the single boat that was
remaining out of the two boats, be placed permanently in the
Canadian Museum for public display as historic mementos
with descriptions.

From the day the 155 Tamil refugees were rescued during their
sea voyage to date, the leading Canadian media such as CBC
News, Metro news Canada, the Telegram, CTV News, The Star
(By Garry Ananda Sangaree) Maclean's, The Global& Email,
Toronto.com and the SriLanka TV including the Canadian Tamil
newspapers - “Ulaga thamilar”, “ThamilarThagaval”, Thamiar
Senthamarai, Dheepam and Suthanthiran, have been giving
prominence for that sea voyage in their respective media with
news and photographs as their lead articles and stories. It is

worth mentioning that particularly the Toronto Star in Canada
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has been publishing photographs and articles with regard to
this voyage, for the last 33 years on the 11" of August.

Other than this, the Chinese, Korean, Arab, French and Indian
Newspapers too publish this news with keen interest, it is
revealed.

Itis also evident that apart from the Canadian Tamil Congress,
hundreds of organizations of other ethnic groups, show much
interestwith regard to this boat journey.

While this boat journey of the Tamil refugees in 1986 has
become the reason for Canada to be the first multi - ethnic
country in the world which is being engraved in the golden
letters in the Canadian history, there is no doubt that, this
eventtoo will be one of utmostimportance in the history that is
to be bloomed shortly of the liberation struggle written by the
Government of Tamil Eelam.
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Article - 1

Accepting Tamils 30 years ago changed Canada
By Gary Anandasangaree

Thursday is a special day not only for Tamil-Canadians and
Newfoundlanders, but for all Canadians alike, for it was 30
years ago that 155 Tamil refugees were found drifting off the
shores of St. Shotts, Newfoundland by three local fishing
boats.

The rescue on that fateful day on Aug. 11, 1986, not only
allowed 155 Tamils to start a new life in Canada, but it was also
aturning pointin Canadian refugee and immigration history.

Capt. Gus Dalton and his crew from Admirals Beach, St.
Mary's Bay, Nfld., along with two other fishing trawlers, found
two decrepit life boats overfilled with Tamil refugees. They
were dropped off at night by an unscrupulous human
trafficker, and were told to go west towards Montreal.

Dalton called the Canadian Navy to assist, and each of the
boats immediately started dumping their catch of cod, in order
to find space in their trawlers to rescue the Tamil refugees.
They emptied their canteens, and fed the ever grateful
newcomers who were at sea for three days.

The CCG Leonard ). Crowley, a Coastguard patrol vessel,
arrived shortly afterward to help. The Tamils were taken to
shore in St. John's and then to Memorial University where they
received food, lodging and were processed as refugees.

Canada has not always been so welcoming of non-European
refugees and immigrants who arrive at our shores. In 1914,
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the Komagata Maru arrived in Burrard Inlet on the western
coast of British Columbia, carrying 376 passengers from the
Punjab, India, comprising mostly Sikh men. They were held at
sea for two months before being forced to leave Canadian
waters. Upon return to India at least 19 passengers were killed
and countless others were imprisoned.

This spring, after 101 years, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
offered an unequivocal and sincere apology in the House of
Commons for the Komagatu Maru tragedy.

A tragic echo of this incident occurred in 1939 when 908
Jewish refugees aboard the MS St. Louis were denied entry in
Canada. The Jewish refugees returned to Europe where many
faced Hitler's death camps.

Canada would not make the same mistake again in 1986 or
thereafter.

The Tamil arrival was not without controversy. Like all
refugees, they feared the worst, and initially lied about where
their voyage originated. They were Tamils, born in Sri Lanka,
and faced countless atrocities before they were forced to flee
due to the outbreak of the civil war in 1983. Most had sought
asylum in Germany, and due to the draconian refugee
protection laws in that country, they were looking for a more
free and secure place.

Some Canadians were outraged, and accused the refugees of
fraud, queue jumping, and were called undesirable. As the
controversy heated up, Prime Minister Brian Mulroney muted
those who called for the return of the refugees.

He was unequivocal and he spoke for all Canadians when he
told the national media, “we are not in the business of turning
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away refugees.” Within days, all of the 155 Tamils were settled
in Montreal and Toronto, where they started careers, families
and new lives.

However, the welcome that awaited the Tamils in 1986 was not
there in 2009 and 2010 when 76 Tamils on board the MV
Ocean Lady and 492 Tamils on board the MV Sun Sea arrived
in British Columbia. Both of these groups were vilified and
labelled as terrorists.

The 2011 federal election campaign even used images of the
MV Sun Sea to demonize refugees. Due in part to the
negativity surrounding the arrival of the MV Ocean Lady and
MV Sun Sea, their cases continue to linger in the courts and
many of the refugee claimants continue to live in limbo.

Thirty years from their arrival in St. Shott's, the Tamils are
returning to Newfoundland, where their Canadian journey
started, this time as Tamil- Canadians, who built extraordinary
lives to thank the people of this great province and our country
for doing the right thing.

They are joined by many members of the Tamil community,
from those who were in leadership positions in 1986, to those
in leadership positions today, to future Canadian leaders born
to refugee parents who put this project together. All of them
are coming together to mark a remarkable journey that in
many ways defined the 300,000 strong Tamil-Canadian
community.

Our country will never be the same again, and collectively our
doors should always be open, not just to those who come to
our shores, but those taking extraordinary risks to cross other
shores in search of refuge. We must understand that people in
normal circumstances do not risk their lives - and the lives of
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their families - to flea for reasons such as economic stability.
They do so out of desperation and as a last resort.

Canadians were moved by the story of Alan Kurdi, the three
year old Syrian boy who drowned and was found lying dead on
the beach. In recent months, we have taken the right steps in
welcoming 25,000 Syrian refugees, but much work needs to
be done, and Canada must do more to help those in dire need.

We thank the great people of St. Mary's Bay, Newfoundland,
for their generosity and we thank Canadians across the
country who open their hearts whenever the need arises.
Equally, as Canadians, we should commit to never repeating
our history of turning away those who come to our shores
seeking refuge, and we should commit to doing more for
those escaping turmoil.

(Gary Anandasangaree is the Member of Parliament for
Scarborough-Rouge Park )
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Thursday, August 11th, 2016
Dear Gus Dalton,

| am not sure how to start this letter, there are so many
thoughts and emotions running through my head that words
are unable to express my gratitude. | would like to start by
saying thank you. Thank you for everything. | will never forget
what you did; not only for me but for all 155 Tamils that you
saved onAugust 11th, 1986.

Coming back to Newfoundland after thirty years means so
much to me, but it is also overwhelming thinking about that
dreadful journey. The events that took place still surprise me
today, itis unbelievable how much | was willing to sacrifice and
the great measures | was willing to go just to a better life for
myself. | still vividly remember the moment we all saw your
ship ata distance, it was the first thing we had seen in a couple
of days. At that moment it felt like all our hope was restored
and that we had a chance to survive. | remember someone in
the lifeboat taking off their shirt and waving it to get you
attention while the rest of us cried out to you for help wishing
you would notice and thankiully you did. As your ship started
to approach our life boat | can truly say that | have never felt so
much relieved in my entire life. Once we started to board the
patrol ship Leonard J. Cowley, | thought to myself, | made it
and I'm alive and it's all thanks to you and your crew Gus. | am
very much appreciative to all the wonderful people who were
there to help and welcome us into Canada. You gave not only
me but every person on the lifeboats a second chance at life.

| risked my life in hopes of a better life for my family and me
and because of you Gus | received that and much more. After
coming to Canada | was given countless opportunities and
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achieved many things that | wouldn't have been able to do
elsewhere. | was able to sponsor my mother, my three sisters
and my brother whom have their own families and are living
joyously. | also got married, sponsored my wife and had two
daughters all because of your help | was able to provide them
with all with great lives.

Every year on August 11th | am reminded of the fact that this
day is what changed my life and how thankful | am to have
crossed paths with you. Each year | wished to make the trip to
Newfoundland to come see you, but was unable too under
many circumstances. Therefore | am grateful to have the
honor of meeting you after thirty years and introducing my
family to the incredible man who saved my life. My children
appreciate everything they have and you are one more thing
they need to be grateful for because you are the one who
provided them with this life. If it wasn't for you they would not
be standing here today and if our boat was sent back they
would have completely different lives. | appreciate your act of
kindness more than you know.

Thank you Gus for everything you did for us. You are an
extraordinary man and the courage and support that you
showed us that day is what allowed the world to see that there
was people suffering in Sri Lanka. You lent us a helping hand
and did not judge us based on religion, ethnicity or the colour
of our skin and for that | admire you. You will always and
forever have a special place in my heart and the magnitude of
the word thanks does not mount to the fact that you saved my
life.

Sincerely
Suhapiramam Annalingam
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1986 Tamil Refugee Rescue

OH ADMIRALS BEACH, ADMIRALS BEACH IS A FISHING
PORT UP IN ST. MARYS BAY, WHERE PEOPLE LEFT
COLINET ISLAND AND WENT IN THERE TO STAY. THEY
MADE THEIR HOMES ALONG THE SHORE AS YOU CAN
PLAINLY SEE AND EARNED THEIR LIVING BY FISHING
AND GOING OUT TO SEA. IT WAS ON A SUMMERS
MORNING, | CAN'T RECALL THE DAY THAT CAPTAIN GUS
DALTON HEADED OUT THE BAY. HE WENT OUT TO THE
SHAGROCKS HIS NETS TO ATTEND ROLLING IN THE
EVENING AND LISTENING TO THE SAND. THEY WERE
HAULING THEIR NETS CONTENTED AND JOKES WERE
PASSED AROUND WHEN CAPTAIN GUS SAID TO HIS
CREW “I HEAR A SCREAMING SOUND.” HE WAITED FOR A
LITTLE WHILE AND THE VOICES THEY HEARD ONCE
MORE AND THINKING THAT THEY WERE ROLLING ON
THE SHORE FOR | AM LOOKING FOR MY NETS AND THE
WIND IS SHIFTING AROUND AND TO THEIR SURPRISE
AND BEFORE THEIR EYES THIS IS WHAT THEY FOUND.
TWO LIFEBOATS TIED TOGETHER DRIFTING ALLAROUND
WITH PEOPLE SITTING IN THEM. IT'S A WONDER THEY
WEREN'T DROWNED. WITH CAREFUL HANDS THEY TIED
THEIR BOATS TO THEIR SMALL VESSELS SIDE TO KEEP
THEM FROM DRIFTING IN THE WIND AND TIDE. THE
LANGUAGE THAT WERE USING THEY DID NOT
UNDERSTAND. BUT THEY KNEW THEY WERE
FOREIGNERS FROM SOME DISTANT LAND. IT WAS IN
THOSE SMALL BOAT GALLEYS SOME FOOD THAT THEY
DID EAT LIKE BREAD AND BEANS AND OTHER THINGS
LIKE RICEAND CREAM OF WHEAT. HE CALLED THE BOATS
TO COME AND HELP AND JUST LIKE ALL THE REST FOR
THE PEOPLE THEY WERE HUNGRY AND THEY WERE IN
DISTRESS. IT BEING A SHORT TIME AFTER WHEN THE
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BOATS CAME ON HAND AND TOOK THE PEOPLE FROM
THE BOATS AND BROUGHT THEM TO THE LAND. IT'S A
CREDIT TO GUS DALTON BELONG TO ADMIRALS BEACH
AND ALSO TO HIS BROTHER THE FIRST OF THEM TO
REACH. AND TO ALL OTHER FISHERMEN WHO STAYED
THERE ALL AROUND IN CASE THE WIND WOULD
INCREASE AND SOMEONE MIGHT BE DROWNED. |
WONDER WHERE THOSE PEOPLE ARE AND DID THEY
UNDERSTAND THE KINDNESS OF THOSE FISHERMEN
FROM THE SHORES OF NL. WE CAN'T SAY MUCH ABOUT
THEM FOR IT HAPPENED HERE BEFORE WHEN OUR
SISTERS CAME FROM FOREIGN LANDS WAY BACK IN THE
DAYS OF YORE. THEY CAME OVER HERE IN FROM
IRELAND, SCOTLAND AND ALONG THE IRELAND SHORE,
TO SETTLE DOWN IN NEWFOUNDLAND NOT GOING
BACKANYMORE.

AUTHOR: Clar Dalton
Traditional Newfoundland Folklore
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Emotional return to N.L. for Tamils rescued 30 years ago

155 Tamil refugees were found adriftin St. Mary's Bay Aug. 11,
1986

There were hugs and tears in Admiral's Beach as a group of
former Tamil refugees, who were found adrift in St. Mary's Bay
30 years ago, returned to the area to be reunited with their
rescuers.

The drama -- then and now — is being made into a film by
documentary maker Cyrus Sundar Singh, who accompanied
former refugees and their families to Newfoundland.

The return journey started in Holyrood, where the group saw
the lifeboats that brought them to the province on Aug. 11,
1986, a sight that was overwhelming for some.

Four of the Sri Lankans visiting Thursday were among 155
Tamils found adrift near St. Shott's by a local skipper, Gus
Dalton.

The “boat people” had sought freedom on a cargo ship that
dumped them about 300 kilometres off the coast of
Newfoundland, and by the time Dalton's crew discovered
them three days later, they were dehydrated and starving.

It was Dalton they most wanted to see Thursday, and they and
assorted family and friends crammed into his Admiral's Beach
home to pay homage.

“Thank you for saving our lives. Thanks alot, thanks a lot,” they
said one by one, as the group presented Dalton with a gift - an
anchor-shaped pin.
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“You're the one who pulled me in the boat first,” said
Puvanendran Shanmuga.

“| still remember the cup of water you gave,”

Dalton, who's getting on in years and has difficulty talking, was
happy to see the SriLankans. “I'm glad they come,” he said.

“I was just amazed that they remembered, that it means so
much to them,” said Dalton's daughter, Bernadette Dalton.

“They never forgot who picked them up and who welcomed
them to Canada when they first arrived”’

She said her father never doubted that helping was the right
thing to do.

“It sort of reflects who Dad is, | think. He's always been
welcoming. He's been there for everybody,” she said.

Former refugees, Tamils from Sri Lanka, revisited one of the
life-boats they crammed into on St. Mary's Bay 30 years ago.

Most of the Sri Lankans settled in Montreal and Toronto. The
group that returned to St. Mary's Bay on Thursday said one of
the four children rescued, who was six months old at the time,
is now a doctor. Anotheris an engineer.

The visit to Newfoundland also included a tour of the coast
guard ship Leonard . Cowley, which brought the Tamils to St.
John's in 1986, and a meeting with the assistant commissioner
for Atlantic Canada, Wade Spurrell, who was a junior crew
member on the Cowley 30 years ago.

16

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



&L ageonhiied S0P uLeasl
Article - 5

Tamil former refugees rescued off Newfoundland
make emotional return

ST. JOHN'S, N.L. -- A handful of Tamil refugees who were
found starving and nearly without hope aboard open lifeboats
30 years ago off Newfoundland returned Thursday to visit the
rescuers who helped bring them to safety.

Organizer Sarujan Kanapathipillai said the 30th anniversary
commemorations were not only for the four refugees who
returned with their families.

About 85 of the 110 people who came to Newfoundland this
week have no direct connection to the events of August 11,
1986, he said.

It was a key moment for all Tamil Canadians.

“It touched all of us .. most of us came as refugees,” said
Kanapathipillai, 29, who wasn't even born when this group of
refugees arrived and has no familial connection to the event.
He was simply moved by the story.

The two 10-metre-long open lifeboats carrying about 155
refugees were found in St. Mary's Bay by fishing boat captain
Gus Dalton. He, and other Newfoundland captains who
joined him, threw out their catches to make room for the men,
women and children who had been drifting for three days
after being dropped off by a larger ship.

Kanapathipillai said Tamils say the generosity of
Newfoundlanders -- and the federal government's willingness
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to take in the refugees despite opposition among some
Canadians -- are part of “what we identify as Canadian values”

“You form a culture by the stories you celebrate and this is a
story we celebrate,” said Kanapathipillai, a Toronto IT
consultant.

Kanapathipillai said the Tamils had lost hope after being adrift
and without food, and expected to die. One woman talked of
throwing herself and her newborn baby overboard to bring a
quick end to the misery, before Dalton arrived, he said.

“We want to celebrate and encourage the kindness and
generosity the fishermen showed. The fishermen and so
many others, but it started with the fishermen.”

The Tamils sought refugee status because of persecution in
Sri Lanka, and told the RCMP they paid $3,000 to $5,000 US
to be taken to Canada or the United States.

On Thursday, a group of former refugees and their families
went to Holyrood, where one of the lifeboats is still being
used. There were tears as two of the onetime refugees sat in
the boat and remembered the harrowing journey.

They visited Dalton at his Admiral's Beach home, and also
visited the Canadian Coast Guard ship Leonard ). Cowley,
which brought them to St. John's.

Kanapathipillai, the son of a Tamil refugee, said the recent
arrival of 25,000 Syrians in Canada as of Feb. 29 had
particular resonance for his people.
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Tamil 'boat people' returning to St. Mary's Bay 30
years after rescue by local skipper

Thursday, Aug. 11, 2016 marks a fascinating anniversary for
Newfoundland and Labrador.

On that date 30 years ago, two boatloads of Tamil refugees
were found drifting off the Avalon Peninsula.

This August, five of the refugees who arrived on the lifeboats
will travel back to Newfoundland - for the first time since then
- to reunite with Gus Dalton, their rescuer.

They will be accompanied by documentary maker Cyrus
Sundar Singh who plans to “capture the moment””

Singh will chronicle the anniversary as part of a film he is
making about the strange sight skipper Dalton came across in
St. Mary's Bay three decades ago.

“It turned out to be 155 Tamil/Sri Lankan refugees who had
sought freedom on a cargo ship which had then
unceremoniously dumped them about 200 miles off the coast
of Newfoundland,” said Sundar Singh.

“These people were told they would be in Montreal in four
hours”

“At that time they were adrift for three days without food and
water. They were starving. They were dehydrated.”

After three days of drifting aimlessly on the North Atlantic, the
refugees were spotted through the fog by Dalton and his
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fishing crew, who arranged a rescue effort.

“So he called in a whole bunch of his contemporaries and it
was four fishermen all together and their people who helped
bring all these people, rescued them and brought them to
shore,” Sundar Singh.

Admiral's Beach fishermen Gus Dalton was the first person to
spot the two lifeboats adrift off the Avalon Peninsula. He
coordinated the rescue effort with the Canadian Coast Guard.

Atthe time, the rescue made international headlines.
Once on land, Sundar Singh said the refugees were
welcomed, fed and given medical care in fine Newfoundland

fashion.

“They feed you first and then they take care of you and (they)
ask questions later”

The reception the Tamils got wasn't as warm from everyone,
though.

Some people weren't too happy to suddenly have these “boat
people” show up on Canada's shores.

Moving to mainland

There was a backlash inside the governing Conservative party
at the time, as well as among some Tamils already in Canada
who thoughtthe new refugees were jumping the line.

Sundar Singh said it was the prime minister at the time who
ultimately quelled the unrest.
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“Brian Mulroney, to his credit, actually came out and stood up
and fought for them and said, '155 refugees who show up on
our shores aren't going to change the face of Canada,' and that
we shouldn'tbe worried and we should accept them?

After staying for only a few days at Memorial University while
they were processed, the Tamils were given special
dispensation allowing them to stay and work in Canada.

They then travelled to Montreal and Toronto to begin their new
lives.

Most of the Tamil refugees were brought to shore aboard the
fisheries patrol ship Leonard]. Cowley. About 55 others were
rescued by Admiral's Beach Fisherman Gus Dalton, who
spotted the boats adrift on the North Atlantic.

Today, most of the refugees are living in Toronto. Sundar
Singh said there was already a Tamil enclave established in the
Cabbagetown area of the city in those days and over the years
many of the refugees that arrived on those two lifeboats have
gravitated there.

“So most of the 155 people stayed, they became citizens,
they became part of our fabric. | would say a third have done
extremely well, a third has done quite well and the other third
are, you know, maybe, struggling with what they had faced
and continue to face.”

Sundar Singh lives in the same neighbourhood in Toronto.
Over the years, he became familiar with their story. Then the
Gemini award-winning director, producer and composer
decided to document the 30th anniversary of their arrival in
Canada.
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Giving back

One of the Tamils who will travel to Newfoundland on Aug. 11
would like to make a special presentation while he's here.

After the refugees were processed in St. John's and were
moving on to their new homes on the mainland, they were
given cheques by the government to allow them to buy some
things to start their new lives.

However, one Tamil man got work shortly after arriving in
Montreal.

“So he didn't need his cheque. So he actually has this
uncashed cheque that he still has with him. He has never
cashed that cheque,” said Sundar Singh.

He is now trying to arrange some sort of reverse cheque
presentation, to allow the man to return the cheque to the
Government of Canada when he's back in Newfoundland.
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Tamil refugees revisit N.L. rescuers 30 years later

In 1986, 155 Tamil refugees saw the Leonard ).

Cowley as one of their saviours. Thursday, 30 years to
the day after their rescue, some of those refugees and their
families were given a VIP tour of the Canadian Coast Guard
Vesselin St.John's.

It was part of Tamil Journeys 1986, a series of events to mark
the rescue of the refugees.

Fleeing persecution, they had fled Sri Lanka and made their
way to Europe and thereafter, a cargo ship across the Atlantic.

Despite the promise of safe passage to a new life, the refugees
were forced into the lifeboats and set adrift off the coast of
Newfoundland on Aug. 9, 1986.

Days later, Capt. Gus Dalton and his crew on the Atlantic
Reaper, spotted the lifeboats near St. Shott's. Later the
refugees were taken about the Cowley and brought to St.
John,'s

Thursday's event was just part of a multi-day celebration
marking the anniversary.

Earlier Thursday, the Tamil contingent visited Dalton at his
home, in Admiral's Beach.

Atthe Coast Guard Base in St. John's later Thursday afternoon,
Canadian Coast Guard Assistant Commissioner Wade
Spurrell welcomed the refugees back to where they'd first
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made landfall 30 years ago.

“Ona personal note, 30 years ago | was the chief officer on the
Leonard J. Cowley and was aboard the night we picked
everybody up. So on behalf of my shipmates at that time who
took part in the rescue and recovery I'd like to welcome the
people who came back 30 years later,” Spurrell said. “The
men and women of the Canadian Coast Guard often have a
chance to help mariners and people in distress on the water,
very seldom 30 years later do people come back to see us, so
thisis very remarkable for us.”

Among the other speakers was Aarani Suhapiramam - whose
father Annalingam Suhapiramam was among those rescued —
who read from a letter her father had written for Dalton.

“The events that took place still surprises me today as
unbelieveable how much | was willing to sacrifice and the great
measures | went through just to survive and build a better life. |
still vividly remember the moment we saw your ship at a
distance. It was the first thing we'd seen in a couple of days. At
that moment | felt like that all our hope was restored and we
had a chance to survive,” she said, reading her father's letter.
“Once we boarded the patrol ship | thought to myself 'l made it
and I'm alive and it's all thanks to you and your crew Gus. ...
You gave every person on this lifeboat a second chance at life.

“Every year, on Aug. 11, | am overwhelmed with the fact that
this day changed my life and how thankful | am that our paths
crossed.
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Just over 30 years ago, 23-year-old Shannuga Baul and 154
other Tamil refugees stepped into 3 pair of German lifeboats
and an uncertain future.

For navigation, they had nothing but the ship's captain's vague
instructions: go thatway, and you'll be in Montreal.

On Saturday, Aug. 27, Baul, now 53, stood next to that same
boat - retrieved earlier this month from a St. Mary,
Newfoundland fisherman's dock - on a stretch of Markham
Roadin Scarborough, as Tamilfest 2016 kicks off.

The boat s a piece of Tamil-Canadian - and Canadian - history:
one of the first two boats of Tamil refugees from Sri Lanka, who
found safe harbour on the shores of Canada.

“still now after | see that boat, sometimes | can't even sleep,”
Baul said. “l wake up in the middle of the night, thinking about
the ocean”

Baul was rescued from that ocean after three days by
fishermen from St. Mary in Newfoundland, and then the
Canadian Coast Guard. The arrival in the town wasn't what
they expected - Montreal was a long journey to the west - but
the community gathered around the newcomers in a way that
Baul and other Canadians didn't forget.

On the 30th anniversary of their arrival - Aug. 11, 2016 - Baul
joined about 100 other Tamil refugees on a trip back to St.
Mary's, to say thank you and let the townspeople who'd
helped them let them know what that meant.
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Chris Duke, of St. John's City Wide Taxi, wasn't around when
that happened. But his company helped provide

transportation for the refugees at the time and also helped
move the boat to Toronto.

“I'm a little young but there's very few days you can go to work
and be so emotional,” he said. “There were days that | was
literally hiding tears behind sunglasses. We took them out to
the vessel and there were what seemed to me to be tears of
jubilation - they're bittersweet, inspirational.”

Baul did eventually make it to Montreal, but he didn't stay
there long. He's a long-time Scarborough resident now, with
two children - one who's graduated law school and is off to
London, England to continue her studies, and a son who's off
to visitIndia soon.

He wasn't the only one on hand at Tamilfest for whom the boat
had special significance.

Aarani Suhapiramam, 16, owes her life to it. Her father was
there alongside Baul.

“It's pretty crazy, because if he hadn't come on this boat and
survived, | wouldn't have been born,” she said. “It's pretty nice
being able to see his journey.”

The lifeboat will be staying in Scarborough. Canadian Tamil
Congress President Raj Thavaratanasingham said the
congress has purchased the boat - and after the festival this
weekend, it will be warehoused until the community can either
place it in a museum, or, eventually, display it at a Tamil
Community Centre.

“It's not only Tamil Canadian history, it's Canadian history,” he
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said. “It was one of the first lifeboats that came to this shore
andit has not been turned away.”

Tamilfest, one of Scarborough's largest-ever street festival will
close Markham road south of Steeles Avenue until Sunday
evening. More than 100,000 people are expected to attend
the festival.
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How a Newfoundland fisherman became godfather to a
generation of Tamil-Canadians

In 1986, Gus Dalton led a rescue of more than 150 refugees. It
was the spark that brought large numbers of Tamils to Canada.

After three days of drifting in a crammed lifeboat in the middle
of the Atlantic, Siva Mehanathan was on the brink of despair.
The 22-year old Tamil farmer clutched a small picture of two
Hindu gods and prayed as the lifeboat bobbed in the inky
water. “I thought, 'We're gonna Mehanathan, who had chosen
to leave war-torn Sri Lanka for a better life in the West. “That's
what | was thinking to myself, but | don't tell anybody”.

It was Aug. Il, 1986, and Mehanathan was among 155 Tamil
refugees dumped by human traffickers in two lifeboats from a
German me km off the coast of Newfoundland, in an area
locals consider the graveyard of the Atlantic.

The sea was calm and shrouded with fog that August morning
as captain Gus Dalton set off from Admirals Beach in St.
Mary's Bay in Newfoundland aboard his fishing trawler, the
Atlantic Reaper. He and his men had been fishing for cod all
day when Dalton spotted team of people waving frantically in
the distance, about 10 km off the fishing port of St. Shott's.

What he did next would alter the course of Canadian
immigration history and forge a bond between himself and
thousands of Tamil generations to come.

Dalton, a third-generation Irish immigrant from a family of
lighthouse keepers and fishermen on Great Colinet Island
(which was resettled in 1960) quickly began to strategize and
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put his seamanship skills to work.

Canada's failing refugee system is leaving thousands in
limbo

In his thick brogue, Dalton ordered his fishermen to dump
their catch to make room on the boat. He radioed other
fishermen for assistance and called the Canadian Coast
Guard. He tied the lifeboats to either side of his vessel so it
wouldn't tip and began taking on women, children and the
sick.

Other fishermen also arrived to help, including Dalton's
brother, Alban.

At the time, the rescue garnered international headlines,
including a story in the New York Times and a front-page story
in this magazine the rescue is celebrated as a remarkable
moment in Canadian history. But the refugees' arrival wasn't
without controversy. They changed their story about where
they had sailed from-first it was Asia, but it was later
discovered it had been from Germany. The newcomers faced
social stigma which added to their struggle to settle in a new
country, says Gary Anandasangaree, a Tamil-Canadian and
the MP for Scarborough-Rouge Park, who recalled Tamils
being heckled at the employment office and bullied in the
schoolyard.

But while imperfect, it was the spark that led to large numbers
of Tamils arriving in Canada. Today they are a population of
300,000, conentrated in Toronto and Montreal. “In the '8s
and 's, Tamils represented one of the top groups to arrive in
Canada, both as sponsored family members and as refugees,”
says Anandasangaree.
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Early last month, Dalton received word he would be formally
recognized by the Queen. He was getting a Governor
General's Meritorious Service Medal, which recognizes
Canadians for exceptional deeds that bring honour to the
country. Dalton didn't get a chance to receive it in Jan. 15 at
age 87.

The Canadian Tamil Congress issued a tribute, calling Dalton
“true Canadian hero,” adding that his “legacy will always be
intertwined with Tamil Canadian history” (One of the lifeboats
has been obtained by the group and is displayed at the annual
Tamil-Canadian festival in Scarborough

Anandasangaree added his voice to the chorus of online
condolences: “With his deed, he helped 155 families take
shape in Canada, and Tamil community in ways that no one
ever has,” he wrote on Facebook.

While life has gone on for Mehanathan-he owns a jewelry
shop in Scarborough and has three children-Dalton's
harrowing rescue has never been forgotten and is a well-
known parable in his household.

His daughter Ommira, a 19-year-old Trent University student,
recalls it as a lesson in faith: “As soon as he saw Gus, he said,
“God has seen my pray. He's blessed me with this miracle
right now. He has always taught us as kids to stay hopeful and
be faithful to God as well,” she says.

How Canada became the crown jewel of smuggling
destinations

Over the years, Ommira and her parents went to meet Dalton
twice-once for the 25th anniversary of the rescue and again in
August 30th reunion. “It felt like they were old friends meeting
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up,” Ommira says, adding that both men were crying, “The
first thing my dad said was, “Thank you, and Gus gave my dad
ahug. He was speechless. There was so much going on thathe
justgave my dad a hug, which is a re to accept a thank you.”

At Dalton's funeral on Jan. 20, more than 400 people packed
the small white church perched over the bay in Admirals
Beach-triple 4 people who live in the tiny fishing port.
Mehanathan sat in the fourth row, weeping as Dalton's loved
ones shared stories of the mild-3 fisherman's lifelong
kindness and magnanimity.

“It was hurting my heart that this guy is gone,” says
Mehanathan. “He was my godfather. If he didn't see us, then
we wouldn't have had chance at life. He gaved a second it to

n

us.
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January 2, 2017
THE JOURNEY BACK
By: Arabi & Aarani Suhapiramam

| Over thirty years ago in mid-August 155
Tamils embarked upon a journey with
much hope and promise. However, that
journey took quite a drastic turn when
they were stranded in the middle of the
| Atlantic Ocean in two life boats holding
| onto dear life. Thankfully on August
T1th, 1986 they were all rescued by Gus
Dalton and his fellow crew members.
Amongst these people was our father Suhapiramam
Annalingam. Over the years we have heard bits and pieces
about our dad's journey to Canada, but never really knew the
full extent or the dangerous that followed. Through our
experience this summer we were able to learn a lot about our
father, and the obstacles he had to overcome in order to
provide our family and us with a privileged life here in Canada.

Every year on August 11th our father is reminded of how
thankful he was to have crossed paths with Gus Dalton and
his crew. Our father says that it's still comes as a surprise to
him of how much he was willing to sacrifice and the great
measures he was willing to go in order to survive and build a
better life for himself. This summer when our father was
reminded of his journey a lot of suppressed thoughts and
emotions he had buried within him came to surface. Slowly
he provided us with details about his experience and the
events that took place.

He told us that the lifeboats in which they were in had the
capacity to care about 10-15 people however, there was 75
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people in one boat and 80 people in the other. Thus, making
these boats tightly packed and very much overloaded. The
water rested just under the rim of the boat so even the
slightest movement would allow water to enter the boat and
possibly cause it to tip. Therefore, everyone on board
remained as still as physically possible. However, the weather
did not make this task any easier. Whenever, it rained the
water would start to fill the boat making it much heavier and
very much unbalanced. To prevent it from sinking everyone
had to work together to remove the water. Due to their
inability to make drastic movements they decided to solve
their problem by passing around a plastic cup. One person
would scoop the water in a cup and pass it down the line until
it reached the person at the edge of the boat who would pour
it back into the ocean. This long process continued until no
water remained and they did the same every time it rained.

He also mentioned that on one of the nights they saw a whale
near the boat. They could hear it breathing and were terrified
of the thought of it sinking the boat. However, after so many
years when visiting Gus Dalton he revealed the truth about
the whale. The whale that they saw and heard was not there
was a whirlpool nearby and helped steer the boats in a
different direction saving their lives.

Another incident that our father shared with us was about
how he got hurt in the process of being rescued. Everyone
was being moved from the life boats onto the Leonard |
Cowley with the use of a rope ladder. One at a time everyone
climbed up the rope. When it was our dad's turn to go up
someone who was halfway up slipped and fell, landing on our
dad. The man who fell on our dad stepped on his chest
making it difficult for him to breath. He went unconscious and
was rushed to the emergency and later recovered. Alongside
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these incidents a serious of other events also took place
Therefore, it was important for him to acknowledge the
person who helped them in their time of need.

When it came to our knowledge that the Canadian Tamil
Congress (CTC) was honouring Gus Dalton and his crew in
Newfoundland, we knew we had to attend. We were very
delighted to go and see everything our dad had always told us
about, especially he's hero Gus Dalton. Upon our arrival in
Newfoundland our father got the opportunity to meet with all
the incredible individuals who assisted in welcoming him and
all the Tamils into Canada. One of the first people we were
introduced to was Ponnuchamy uncle who on that day flew in
from Montréal to help. Whom to this day has held onto all the
documents, pictures and video coverage's in hopes of
sharing this remarkable story. We later met Gerry Weiner who
at the time was the Minister of immigration. He was one of the
key pillars that supported the notion of these Tamil refugees
being allowed into Canada. While having a discussion with
him he told us that on that day he got a phone call from Brian
Mulroney and was informed of the situation. His immediate
response was to allow the refugees into Canada and not turn
them back. The support and assistance that was received
from every individual was very much appreciated.

Later on our way to Gus Dalton's house we stopped to see
one of the lifeboats that was found. Once we approached the
boat, we realized that it looked much different in person than
it did it photographs. Our father was also a little suspicious
because it didn't look similar to what he recalled. Later we
were informed that the boat had many owners and was
modified over the years. The moment our father got into the
boat he sat down and while looking inside the boat he realized
that the floor of the boat still remained the same. While sitting
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in the boat he was reminded of his terrifying journey that he
had spent years trying to forget. All of the emotions he had
hidden was at the point where he could no longer contain it.
This was the first time we had witnessed our father cry,
especially to this extent. While crying our father told us that if
he wasn't rescued that day it would have been thirty years
since he died. He remained emotional and quite sensitive
until we arrived at Gus Dalton house.

When we arrived we noticed that he lived in a small house and
had such an ordinary life but to our father he was much more
than just an ordinary man he was a hero, someone who
changed his life. Once we got out of the bus we were greeted
by all the crew members that helped during the rescue
alongside his family and friends. Our father was very nervous
because after all these years he was finally going to meet the
man who saved his life. As our father entered the house he
didn't know what to expect, the moment he saw Gus he was
instantly in shock because the man he remembered was a
strong young fisherman but the man he saw was old and very
much ill, which was difficult for him to see. When they both
made eye contact with each other they felt an instantaneous
connection; although this was their first time meeting both in
that moment shed a tear. Our father wrote him a letter about
how thankful he was and how greatly his life was impacted
after being rescued. We also gave him an anchor shaped
medal as a token of our appreciation. We then spent some
time in his home and during this time we noticed he had
framed the magazine cover from that day, which showed us
that this day was equally as important to him as it was to our
father. Later his daughter even brought out the sweater he
had worn that day and showed us, it was nice to know he
cherished those memories. Our father was very happy after
being able to visit Gus and it meant so much to him.
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After visiting Gus Dalton that day we woke up the next
morning to warm welcomes from the Newfoundland
community. Wherever we went people greeted us and shared
with us what they had remembered from that day. One day
when we were going out for dinner, our taxi driver said he
knew us and heard about our story. He even mentioned that
he was friend with Gus's daughters and shared with us what a
great family they were. Later when we went whale watching
we met a man who said that he was the one who served food
to everyone when they arrived. It was heartwarming to see
that people from all parts of Newfoundland came out to help.

The night after, at the Gala was another chance for us to thank
all those who were involved. It was a special night with
performances, food, and heartfelt stories from crew
members, and the people who helped. It was a great
opportunity for us to meet those we didn't have a chance to
before. Sitting at our table were two women from Red Cross.
They mentioned that they had just began working for Red
Cross when this event took place. They said they took the
clothes worn by the refugees who arrived and washed them
in their own homes then brought them back. It was a kind and
genuine deed they had done and for that we thank them.

On our last day in Newfoundland we were fortunate enough
to spend some time with Gus in which he shared stories from
that day. He started by saying that when he first spotted the
lifeboats he thought they were ghosts, and that he was
imagining it. But as he got closer he realized that there were
people inside, and that they needed his help. Gus said he
didn't approach the boats instantaneously because he knew
the weight of his ship would tip the boats. Instead he called for
help and tried to maneuver his ship slowly in order to reach
them in a safe manner. When asked what made him want to
help, Gus told us it was because of his personal experience.
He said when he was younger he was forced to leave his
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hometown where he grew up and move elsewhere. So when
he saw these two small life boats full of people crying out for
help his immediate response was to help because he knew
the hardship of fleeing your home. Gus also told us that he
provided everyone with a very little amounts of water
because they were all dehydrated and hadn't eaten in several
days. He said it wasn't good for them to intake lots of water all
at once so he only gave them a limited amount of water to
satisfy their thirst. Nevertheless, thirty years later our father
was able to return that small favour by giving him water when
he was unable to get it himself. Although we didn't get to
spend a great amount of time with him, the time we did spend
was of great value.

Once we returned back home the fife boat we saw in
Newfoundland was bought and transported to Toronto to be
displayed at Tamil Fest. Thus, giving everyone the opportunity
to view the boat and recognize it as a part of Tamil Canadian
history. While talking to people at Tamil Fest, a man came to
our dad and asked if he recognized him. My dad recognized
him as the owner of a store he useto visit. The man then
immediately said "don't you remember me, | took you to the
hospital." My dad was very surprised and wanted to know
more details of what had happened after he fell unconscious.
The man said he was one of the students who came from
Memorial University to translate. He explained to our dad that
he was the one who came with him to the hospital. He also
added that when he was being taken to the hospital it seemed
as though he was already died. He told our dad he was at the
hospital for about a week, which was shocking because our
dad thought he spent only a day at the hospital. Soon after
another person who came to Tamil Fest asked our dad the
same question, do you remember me? Our father responded
by saying "no", and the man said he was one of the people
who travelled with him on the boat. Our dad told us that it was
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hard for him to remember everyone from thirty years ago
especially when they never really got the chance to interact.
The man tried to refresh our dad's memory by telling him that
he was the one who sang on the boat and immediately our
dad remembered. Our father told us that he was a memorable
man because when everyone was in a bad state and had lost
all hope he's singing is what kept people fair-minded. The
mostimportant thing that took place at Tamil Fest was our dad
got the opportunity to show his mother the boat. Something
he has been trying to do for years but unable to under many
circumstances. Finally being able to show his mother how he
got to Canada made him overjoyed. The reason being he was
the first person in his family to leave Sri Lanka in search of a
better life. So once he arrived in Canada he was able to
sponsor his mom, three sisters, and brother and provide
them with a better life.

Overall, this experience to both of us has been an incredible
one. It was the best way for us to fully understand and
appreciate everything in our lives. Our father has taught us
that anything is possible by being a living example of what
hard work and perseverance looks like. We learned from our
father's journey that every negative experience makes way
for something amazing, it's just a matter of pushing through
the pain, and overcoming obstacles because in the end
everything will be alright. We live in one of the greatest
countries in the world and are so proud to be Canadians and
this is all thanks to Gus Dalton and his crew. He lent them a
helping hand and did not judge them based on religion,
ethnicity or the colour of their skin and for that is what makes
him an extraordinary man.
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