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Message from the
Bishop of Jaffna, on the
»sth Anniversary of the Kayts,
GROTTO.

Our Lady of Lourdes appeared, in the year
1858 February 11,in the pyreness mountainious
region in Southern France, to a little girl called
Bernadette Soubirous. Our Lady of Lourdes
asked Bernadette to build a Chapel at the site
of the apparition.

Years later, in the year 1935, My Father,
Emmanuel Varapragasam, was inspired to
erect a Grotto,in honor of Our Lady of
Lourdes, as a gratitude,for a special favor
bestowed on them. After consulting the then Parish Priest.with his permision he
built the Grotto at the Church premises and named their First child Lourdes. This
year is the y5th Anniversary of this Grotto at Kayts.

On the occasion of my Episcopal Silver Jubilee, my Sister Anna Lourdes Thampoe,
presented a blessed stone from the shrine of Lourdes France and this was blessed
and placed in the Grotto.

I too humbly join my Sister's Family and all the devotees to thank Our Lady of
Lourdes for the innumerable favors granted to all of us,through Her powerful
intercession.

AVE MARIS STELLA,
DEI MATER ALMA,
ATQUE SEMPER VIRGO
FELIX CAELI PORTA.
AVE, AVE, AVE, MARIA.

Rt.Rev.Dr.E.Thomas Savundaranayagam
Bishop of Jaffna
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Kayts Grotto of Lourdes

75 yedars.

The Grotto in Lourdes celebrated 150 years in the
Bl vear 2008, while the Grotto of our Lady of Lourdes
# at Kayts celebrates,it's 75th Anniversary in 2011 In
Feb 1858, in the Grotto at Massabielle near
Lourdes in Southern France, Blessed Virgin
E Mary, appeared 18 times, to a barely literate
| 14 years old peasant girl named Bernadette Subir-
ous. Mary revealed herself as the ' Immaculate
Conception ' asked that a Chapel be built on the
# sight of the vision and told the girl to drink from
~ the small spring in the Grotto.

* Lourdes have now become one of the most famous
.. Shrines where healing continues for all who seek
i graces through the Blessed Mary Immaculate's
intercession.

TheGrotto of our Lady of Lourdes at Kayts with the inscription " I am the Immacu-
late Conception " (worded in Tamil) above the statue was built in the year 1936 by
Mr & Mrs.Varapragasam Emmanuel, as an act of thanksgiving to our Lady,for
answering their humble petition for the gift of a Baby.

The history goes that Emmanuel and his wife Saviriachi did not have children for
the 10 years of their married life. The 3 pregnancies ended up with still born babies
one after the other. They were distressed and dishaertened over this. Seeing their
situation the Parish Priest of that time Rev.Fr.Asservatham OM], asked them to
pray to our Lady of Lourdes and make a vow to honor Her name.

As an answer to their constant prayer,in due time a baby girl was born alive. There
was no limit for the joy and excitement they felt, they named the child
Lourdes.They realized the best way to give tribute and testimony is to build a
Grotto to spread the devotion to Mary to make known to the people the maternal
comforting touch of the Blessed Mother and the mercy and goodness of God Our
Father.
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They did not have a blue print for the construction of the Grotto, with the help of
the Priest they found a mason from Jaffna who was a Hindu, explained to him how
it should be done and this is how the Grotto of our Blessed Mother was
constructed,

Annually in February
Mr.Emmanuel who was the
Captain in the Marine section of
the Shell company in Colombo,
came to Kayts to celebrate the
feast. All the relatives,the elders
of the Church namely Messrs.
Anthonysamy, Assaimutthu,
Nadjestram, Udaiyar Rajam,and
the youth of the area enthusiasti-
cally joined and gave a helping
hand to make it special and
meaningful. Mrs. Saviriachchi's
cousin Kayts Vidane Mr. Antho-
nymuttu was also in the forefront
ready with the generator to

Lourdes With her Parents and Family

ifluminate the Grotto. At that time
there was no electricity at Kayts, Itis
after the early fifties the commercial
generators were hired.

The youngsters took a very active
share in the cultural style of decora-
tions, bringing coconut palms,
bunches of coconuts, bananas with
banana plants,wild thalai plants
with red fruits that glows. Fresh
flowers from the Hill county also adorned the Altar. In the early days,the feast
started with the hoisting of the flag of our Lady of Lourdes,seven days
novena,daily rosary, litany of Lourdes and Benediction, culminated with the
Vespers sung by 3 Priests and the candle light procession in which decorated
statue was carried by young girls dressed in white. ( there was a belief that many
of the girls get married before the next feast) '

=
with relatives Celebrating the feast
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Mother Savriachi
& Daughter Antonia Indra

The next day Sunday is the
festive mass. people from
all parts of Kayts,come to
participate  in  these
celebrations. During the
day, buns are distributed
the Women get-together in
the Church premises and
prepare milk rice to
distribute to the needy.

Mr & Mrs Emmanuel were
also blessed with 2 more
children, a Son & a Daugh-
ter. They built a new house and named it
"Casa-De-Lourdes” The Son Thomas entered
the minor seminary at the age of 14 and he is
the present Bishop of Jaffna, Most Rev. Dr.
Thomas Savundranayagam the Daughter
Antonia Indra after her High School studies
at Little Flower Convent, Karampon,
proceeded to Holy Cross College, Trichy,
Induia for Higher education and obtained
the B.Sc. When she came back home, she
and her Mother went on a pilgrimage to
Madhu Shrine and whilereturning from
Madhu both Mother & Daughter died
together in the tragic train derailment at
Mirigama in October 1964.Emmanuel was
heartbroken but accepted it as God's plan
and lived in Colombo with his miracle child
Anna Lourdes,who was married to
Mr.Bonjean Thampoe.

He continued to go to Kayts with the Daugh-

ter's family to celebrate the feast. Anna Lourdes was blessed with 5 children. They

were all fond of the Grand Pa Emmanuel
and looked forward to go annually to
celebrate the feast of Lourdes.The first 2
children of Lourdes and Bonjean are
named Immac and Conceptine respec-
tively and the first Grandchild is named
Lourdina.After Mr.Emmanuel's
demise his Daughter Anna Lourdes and
her Hushand Bonjean continued to take
the Children to Kayts to celebrate the

Grotto feast.

Anna Lourdes & Bonjean
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In Lourdes

When the children grew up they left for higher studies to U.S.A.All the children are
married, 4 of them are settled in US.A. The daughter Conceptine lives with her
husband Dudley and children in Colombo, Lourdes & Bonjean are also fiving in
US.A. Again thanks to our Lady of Lourdes they are blessed with 10
Grandchildren.They celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary in 2008, and
visited Lourdes for the 150 years celebration.

The Grotto of Lourdes in Kayts has been part and parcel of the life of the people
there. Many named their children after our Lady of Lourdes and prayed to her for
physical and spiritual
needs.Lourdes is the message for
our times, for every time and a
timeless message for one and all.

May the powerful intercession of
our Lady of Lourdesbring love,
peace.healing and unity to all who
implore Her Maternal aid.

"LOVE THE BLESSED VIRGIN
AND PRAY,FOR HER TO
Anna Lourdes feeding the cake to PROTECTYOU."

her Brother Bishop on his Episcopal Anniversary  BERNADETTE, MAY,12, 1873.

Thank You, dear blessed Mother of our Lady of Lourdes for the countless blessings
continuously bestowed upon my Brother Bishop, my family, Children & Grand-
children. Thank you for keeping me alive to participate in the ysth Anniversary of
the Grotto.

Mrs, Anna Lourdes Thampoe.
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Bernadette’s Account of the First Apparition

“ T went to the banks of the Gave to
gather wood with two other little
girls. They crossed the water and
started to cry. When I asked them
why they were crying, they said that
the water was cold. I asked them to
help me throw stones in the water so
that I could cross without taking my
clogs off; they said I would have to do
as they had done. So [ went a little
way further on the see if I could find a
place to cross without getting my feet
wet. I could not. So I came back in
front of the grotto. Just as I started to
take my clogs off, I heard a rustling
sound. I looked towards the meadow;
I could see that the trees were not
moving at all. I turned back to my
clogs. Again 1 heard the rustling
sound. This time I raised my head and
looked towards the grotto. | saw a
Lady dressed in white; she had a white
robe with a blue belt and a yellow rose
on each foot, the same colour as the
chain of her rosary.

When I saw her, I rubbed my eyes; I thought I must be mistaken. I put my hand in
my pocket to find my rosary. [ wanted to make the sign of the cross but I could not
lift my hand to my forehead: it fell back down. The Vision made the sign of the
cross. Then my hand trembled; I tried again to make the sign and this time
managed to. I went through my rosary; the Vision ran her own beads through her
fingers, but did not move her lips. When I had finished my rosary, the Vision
suddenly disappeared. [ asked the other two girls if they had seen anything; they
said they had not.”

Written on May 28th, 1861

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



a & TUDNIEDD L1s0NS g Gaifuflsi
75 UGL De0i([H HlsnnsnarGun g
SBIDS! DieolelN YITL 6N SIDL] DuisHatlsnl G uigh)

(foossre) B ged g BET 2 eien Aaiunsigs 2008m  Dhewilh
Sigsmeer  pfiunet  Simg &1lE Aerhds 150 Dhad pHL  Hmmsvey
et _mpuwGaemen  Bwmy 20110 Shawi(h DaisIDHIIHDUTE)  SSHIDHESETET
ey Dlsmeniler OsiTunangs sorgs 75 Shovay L. Bmmes GlesmsmL iy
EPETIDES.

Gorered B par OesiugduTsd auniss paesD SobasTore. Bib
pogsda  wannfwbas owipud Bi s Smwpasior i OafuT 1858
Dbl 1008 wosm 14 esugs Byodus Gere Gaismeo AFISTD MIbsESHN
2 mounen BusmCLpd &fneysd srip Sldd 18 HL_soaussT Disrsmes Fier
&1L & Qan(bsanar. smer piiunet Mba &1L feals &iCn * Smwso 2 Hiain”
ot gl s 618 Oanhes Bl sadd JBHED OF Shrouid &L (Hbiig LD
Saiaf s 2 maunsat BFrpli Smbas SUSTBL DD LhGDURLD G Dsini.
Bams  srled Spoig Gyusowh Oupp widSmy  ssUBIGITR  PRTDIG
aVsTRIGHOIDG. Gryonm wnblesTsy Swso 2_pust SnUH St ofiwsisr
Couai(haso dm ne Bmig pip MEHUATSGITHEG LGOS  QGIL b
BOLOWDNI 6 HEY ST I60TGHID.

Dafisnaspnsmmulss  Dsmohassien Aadunsias “‘BiGn Do 2 Musn”
gD aunidmeamen  BEigster e ol Qarmusda  Gosona
Sundaaiul (h 1936m Shawi(h Gpbwe LTGSLsHGHTH Qg DT b
Olaip Goumihgsd SHmLsoaT BaMUTET Opanis DTimaihd S HVDML
oneiemaungs  Sm.dmod.  aplifrersn  BoormGae  sbuduTmrri
SLLII L & Shahid.

@owr augeonpy e Sm.SibnimGaaubd Hagss pmsaT
sffumsSiym 10 GLBIENTS &g SHosw aunhals Hypbme Bsosonosd
avigpps.  Baminsd  Beuide  wEIPILBE  BbNG  EmLbaGnT e
BIDGGMEHLDD TS BHHSDI.

Bounaafesr B oiguhn HICUIMSL URIGSSHHS MHL LT
ShEMUTEHD Dod Dig &l e Dsnarsnis CpIsd GOhme UTHHLISGHIGHHTS
DoIDIY. DauaT QW SmIUGHSHNGIH TbsTHes Naldhdni Barlismen
Cat_ (hdblansmiL_n. Bess Tyeiyn Buiemes 2 niduis Ooubgibhd LTS P
lusnr Gibma Baissndd Tnbos. Maiema 0EDIEHG MG Es0ms.
Duiast bs GPb&hG i s ot Hlusf L s,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Digremsnr  ofulsr  auiéaf Sney  SLBe  DHNIGMTEGD  DsTEwD
ugnofimuyn, &L ajals Brésessmaeun TN 06&6ERGGD 20 H &b
UDEHUTQD HI0GS SIS EMEGID, Hebmuid Asialddn paniseyn @F blaTmus
s (houBs afunangy s et O euibaiiamsir,

Bisuiasi b Bbs SleTomu Ssmoliughans efwnsy asmgiin Bmébsalsimen
umig amaler & galuyl i Slaiasst Qm Bher Goamsn wipimsISED Bibbes
Nanswi(h obhs Snimds aaamy Bbs el Afopdsiur Gasmw(hbd s
Nesfayliubhss og Siammarular el Smodaliul L g blam, OsmHLpD
Aanapoilsd “Nasd” a1 (hsssTumsSan sLs0 anbeMDNIGG Aumiudsiliire
Bmbs Sm.SibwrmGasd suprs Saiaapnmnsd obd BHs  ofgrses
RNanssr_nbait. Bbs algomeas  blatsiLnbasndg o ssosor  2_peishd
IpsOIIGMBS  Balhad  ApdSIsEHD  @OUUS, SHGoraTend, ShwEwdes,
BEGgavS D, 2 e winh giam pHDD DmeTeHisend S &FD Sleihdes e
align Drsaepsiangianyn, afGaapimIsIanD SOLT HOHSIMIPUILITHIEH .

Sbind. aaf i nd&iuTsn S, Darft g6 HDITHD AT IS DIT53T
S DipBaalsss aliBurgmd Aafiulsr waipeme  BaiTniusd Bubdrdme
Qe gefiuy Hasin. ps amusdsn Batern Bswre sivors  Bied
afsTmidies. Bliugdsr Bmsmwasiast Baanb @i (i a7 &0IGFTIbEGE &DHD
iy Bé  Slalow  Jsomisiishe @ﬁuum Blapsaisanid @@a;gﬂ @6@61)&;“!,
BaHBISNT GSOHSTT, SUTHIY DFSHEHIL_6T mnsmm&,@smpaﬁn, a:m_n\g BHIVSTI LD TRIEHETT
Sl Hswenast, DO Fouliy, BnoHanst gaT UpHIGEHL ST Slansi(h b
DlomifiuT. Gosun wmeopit o Bmpbss Bubme woisenn Nanwilh oibas
Aal Sipais dsBisldbaiul (b Bnsan. Shyou srusdsd B Snalyrasmmres
sungy Ssimenlst Qamy  sonOuC (b Sbhmouwnrd T mrlest Gprelmeaniy,
Qaiblaing BIenh Aaunims, suiss el yepun, Dh&iasmsd e o
B Bumio. BnGuT  wosI  EHEBHOT  DIe0  Shyigemememit  1i{HesT.T5r
DisomiaTeaiuL . Jsrmanila ahub néET o pdaibdamen gbhd uaaTLING
dpsorblgsvsn  Blausismen 2 eni iisnThay Bsnm  Ausmise  Dismiensuls  dblibe
&I0BE A HALT,

DistimeTiTsl  GunUGme S Blasaud HGsrswons BGlustisehdG DhHbs
Smalipnaydd a1 Jasiaghdd Smoon UTSHLD pHTHD TOID HDITEHmNS
SanaaTor Gu Behas. ihese B sl Ssp e Smefmr Hwinisd
poLAlumid.  Qafigraphnsmmulanr  AHmdso 2 eaten  sosun  UgdasTad  Bimbas
wéaat Baialpiafso acbas GaTsTer amHai.

S Smiod BybionemyGassd Broguid By (a1 w61t 50617 Blumimy
Bh&es Bl nTasT. Sauiss @mm@m P Dhswl DHEHD QT BTN,
SsuigsT b usy ofh sy Jspe “wnses Asmanisr ofp” (Case-De-
Lourdes) s Sluafi’ (st

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



_ Bsis &6 BIGS NG ST SIOUST SO yeOUD b S50
apn Caibgy (a1 2 i svalmw BpSunelsd 2 aiar Snsd yale SnsSasmer
SN0 &d  ofgheptsnr  1TTals0  sames  BUIBIGmEDIGTESHIUL L SHMSID
Qluhmyd Blamsosre_mir.

Bover ofp Apotw T Bowend Sasmgy suuTBD  HOIS
Showdasd Wisdmy Gunaanmih Smoyd afutsy 1964 Dbl BIUE
oigh  uwmes  Arulsy  ofusd fhganl  Bmaumd  2_uTidsserin
En-BibiomBaed Bbs Bilnsd b 2 o phearrs Bebeiwn ey
BomessTar S b sror 2_swinhoy ewe sy (TaT Ol g0 Samdg Smmessr
BhG LMD DSOS ApSs 0ee HTTn UL Gl T uTpbay ubhe. Do
il o0 S OunaTBar sy Dasiemen woud o sHeTT.  Sm.Bbnrmitasd
Bl gpiniTed Bpbaid smes LRI GHOUSHL o1 SataDDmDEG NeTin
Digrsmesilssr aliprsmey Qasg Sniiune QeIsmL ity HETT. I L Sddh 5
SHMSEHT  (TNHHwT. Deuisend Hoa Gugsmer  SiboraGarsmen  (Tavumd
AumLar oisrupnsnés Baselpinegg Oasiny  ambesin. Sn. Smod.
Ounarar, Setenr e a1 e Bep TaTmaseadn oGy Biors,
Nanswmrolalifeor e Slosiaen L s, SBiesT  «pds  Burln T e
st Fewmn  steommy Gl s, BibongaCassd wphe  Torsubd  Dogss 0T
Do QT &I DlwaT seweui GlunmBaD eI hay SBIGHT (TeTET ST
uisnDDIDaAG G 1p.F Qi el Smposmer Aanswie i s,

Terensnaen  asenibsl Hos CoDun (iyhais Hoofbsn s oIS,
sre0sun 1T6T meTaehio wom i dhes 4 Cui Dplasials & &6HIDHIS L 6
G Cudant. om wesT Jsnesss Qensmtlelifar @By sares e L IedujL b
g (Teimanashmid enpoild afbe  aumdpit.  sDGUTE a6
OunerBmnn  Slofsaralsd sufobs oimSomas. uss GuITTTMTEMT  HbaS
sl  SHETUESSDOSSIE Dosiser b it oféd BID G
pndsipaiast. Sm.Emod.0urmfnT, aurls) Sna 50 Shawds SmoIIETHIMeS
2008 Shai(h GleTEniL g s ehiUs0IG TyaTed BIC gy e UHHG
blasiin s 150 Shaies Dhwinml Hmpalsy H0bas GleTamL .

DmissuDDIHNUTSD DfsmiohassTsn quinidy ClaTuinaigs DIBGaTar (D&Y
unpelst o vedune 2 eiags. Ul sunies SmimerdaT AUy ST
datmenaehda  Olugne & puiss ol (hososn Blusf 0 Swes 216, 260
Ohide  Comaaardbetenn  wpIGARpiiaa. e Sl
OlausSunsgs Gomm, By o1 (Hossw THIEDEIDDEEGD 61D STEIGTHGBGHD
2 Ruisngin.

sunhiay  Disremenilss  setes  swebsosmolbe  URBGILITGD  Diossay
2 gafow  Bibo  aBUIRGGD @PIUIS  DSTELLD,  FOTGIEIHIGLD
GEWTLOGT SSIMEVIILD D617 16117 6

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



“aeis i Sy el Dlewsray UrmOfIybsIE DT EGT
g1 OusiCLp 18730 Shewi(h weuand wisn 120 Had an D Buisy 610G
e sIInSL el DiemeiGu 2 gl Derey  SLBS  Shdesmen
Ban_ibaad  otes  eBeIHIEIIRT  ShihbGn, gws  GHOUSSGGD,
Sersmnaabdben  CurtiTatamemashban o pHELsDoHTs 2 0dhe BaTDLIDOI.
stvismen 2 i0gy 75 et Hoopey efgrafso awbas Qensiear Seimid 2 uTGgal,
U HESSITOT  BiLISHIHND D08 BN SH1GUI.

SHBOI6D

Smind DsiwTn eI e SidLy.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Reminiscence

There lived a noble Family in the vicinity of StAnthony’s church
Kayts.they were a very devoted catholic family. Although they were blessed with
worldly goods they were breft of children. The head of the family being an ardent
devotee of our lady of Lourdes made a personal vow to our lady that he would
build a shrine to Our lady if she would bless them with a child.

Our Lady listening to his humble prayer blessed him with a daughter. In
thanksgiving he built a very beautiful grotto in the premises of St. Anthony’s
church Kayts. The foundation of the grotto was laid by Very Rev. Fr. Asirwatham
OMI on 13th June 1935. The grotto was blessed and opened for worship the follow-
ing year. Thus the 75th anniversary is this year,

The benefactors were the late S.Emmanual Varapragasam and his wife
Saveriarchi incidentally they are the parents of His lordship Rt. Rev. Dr. Savun-
daranayagam the Present bishop of Jaffna. It may be of interest to know the ist
child born to them in answer to their prayer was named Anna Lourdes.

1 the Writer of the forgoing was a lad of fifteen when the foundation was
laid and was present there when it was completed and blessed. My Beloved Friend
the late J. Antonipillai and I was always eager to help out at the celebration of the
feast of Lourdes I thank God Almighty for blessing me and keeping me well to
witness the 75th year of jubilation.

S. Anfonipillai
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Lourdes Feast
By Indra Thampoe-Savundararaj

Every year, my whole family traveled from Colombo to Kayts to celebrate the
Lourdes feast day in February. My Dad took time off from work and my parents
took all five of us out of school and we all went to Kayts to celebrate the feast day.
As a kid, I thought the Lourdes feast day was only celebrated in our grand parents’
parish church in Kayts. I did not understand why we had to go all the way up to
Kayts from Colombo to celebrate the feast day, especially when we had so many
catholic churches (& grottos) where I grew up. I showed no interest in finding out
why either because I just loved my trips up north, so I did not want to do anything
to jeopardize it. We all looked forward to our annual trip up north for various
reasons. | was just excited to have time off from school, was excited about taking
the overnight train to faffna and was thrilled about having the total freedom to
play outdoors in Kayts
without too many restric-
tions that is normally placed
upon us in Colombo. T
learned to ride my bike there
and I cannot imagine my life
without it because it has
become one of my favorite
activities, While we kids,
focused on playing and
enjoying the outdoors, my
parents and other adults in
the community focused on
the feast day celebrations.
The festivities started on
Saturday evening with the
statute of our Lady of
Lourdes being carried in a
procession through the main
streets of Kayts. The statue
was carried by young unmar-
ried girls from our commu-
nity, all wearing white. The
following day, mass was
celebrated in honor of our
Lady of Lourdes. I was
blessed to have gotten the
opportunity to carry the
statute myself in 1984, the
year before 1 left Sri Lanka.
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In Lordes.“

As 1 started to reach my pre-teen and teenage years, I started to understand a
little bit more about the significance of the feast day and the importance of it to
our family. I can’t help but think that if my grand parents did not have their
strong faith and persevere in their prayers, my mom would not have been born
and therefore I would not have been either. Also, I started to understand that this
day was not only an important feast day for my family but for the whole commu-
nity in Kayts.

As an adult, as I look back at my childhood and all the fond memories of our
annual trip to Kayts, I realize how fortunate I am to be part of this family of faith
and part of a united community such as ours. I learned some of life’s important
life lessons during these trips. These trips taught me about having strong faith, to
never give up hope and to persevere no matter what life throws at you. Now, as
part of the Sri Lankan Diaspora living far away from our homeland, I have started
to appreciate the simplicity of our people and the community spirit they showed
towards one another. They were there to celebrate the joys of life, as well to help
with the challenges one faced. No one ever felt alone or lonely in a community
such as ours. Religion, faith and family were major part of our community. They
prayed hard, worked hard and celebrated life. So looking back, this feast day is not
only about honoring the feast day of our Lady of Lourdes but also about the
strong faith of my grandparents and of our community. This is also a day of hope,
faith and perseverance.

May God bless you all.
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“PRAYER AND PENITENCE”

Praying at the Grotto
The Silent, private joy of personal prayer that Bernadette experienced during the
first apparitions is today shared by the millions of believers who come to pray at
the Grotto. The Grotto is the true heart of the Lourdes shrine. The First morning
Masses are said there one after the other in every tongue. The ceremony of bless-
ing the children takes place there twice a week. And community prayers for the
sick are said there.

The Marian Procession assembles, and at the end of the evening a last mass is
performed. Fervent pilgrims continue to touch and embrace the cold, damp sides
of the grotto where Our Lady appeared to Bernadette.

The course of the River Grave, which once joined the Savy millstream near the
Grotto, has been diverted twice to create a wide forecourt covering an area of
twenty-seven square meters. Two paving stones mark the original course of the
millstream and the place where Bernadette stood the day of the first apparition.
Here, pilgrims bow their heads in silent prayer before the statue of Our Lady,
placed on the exact spot where she habitually appeared, in the recess on the
right-hand side of the Grotto. At the foot of the statue is a burning bush of
candles. Since 1858, following Bernadette’s example, the faithful have come to the
Grotto bearing candles, the symbol of their faith in Christ, who, in the Gospels,
declares, “I am the Light of the world” Inside the Grotto, to the right, a rosebush
planted in the rock is a reminder of the “sign” required by the Farther Peyramale,
who said, “And have her make the rose bush in the grotto blossom” To the left of
the alter, visible beneath a pane of glass, is the spring discovered by Bernadette on
February 25th, 1858. Harnessed and channeled, its waters are used to supply the

nearby drinking fountains and baths.
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