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“The only proof of his existence is union with
him the world disappears in him. He is the
Peaceful, the good , the one without ¢ second” §

-From the Mandcokya Upanished -
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Late Ratnam Navaratnam

It is with deep sorrow and hidden memories I begin to write
this brief tribute to the life and work of my beloved Father in-Law
late Ratnam Navaratnam who passed away on 29" March 2011 after
completing a fruitful life for 92 years. His wife and my Mother- in —
Law late Thanapakiyawathi preceded him and bid a farewell to the
worldly life in the year 2003.The late couple lived an illustrious and
glorious family life for more than 05 decades blessed with 03
daughters.

Lata Ratnam Navaratnam is indeed a retired Railway Officer
who hails from a respectable family at Thaliyali, Kokkuvil, Jaffna
completed his services as a Station Master in the Dept. of Railway.
He was a gentleman par excellence who was an epitome of class
and fineness and an ever unassuming personality. I have been made
to understand by his colleagues that he was a dedicated public servant
who gave his best to the concept of loyalty and integrity. He was
always a forthright personality with his dealings and a mantle of
coveted family with elegance. He brought up and nurtured his
children with discipline, perseverance and dedicated qualities.

They are, Ratnamalar married to Ramakrishnan - Engineer,
Ranjithamalar to Ranjith - Accountant and Vasanthamalar to
Suntharalingam Administrative officer. I have found him as a courage
man with jovial characters who always express positive ideas which
exhibited his youngness in his heart irrespective of his age. [ would
like to say that he accomplished his aspiration and visions by
moulding up his children to a stern and effective family bondage.

He is a very pleasing and calm personality and he speaks less
and his practical actions and dealings are very high. He dedicated
most of leisure time with the family and established a signal of honour
to the entire family and relatives.
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- Living in a world of happiness and peace provides immense
pleasure and it is a fascinating experience to the humanity. But this
phenomenon fades when all reach the word “death” which is
common to all human. Hence, death is the end of the life cycie of a
person which we have to accept whether we like it or not. -

After toiling for 92 years in the worldly life both couple have
been summoned to receive their heavenly reward. Let us jointly
pray to be always as they are alive in our hearts.

Ramakaishnan,
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ATRIBUTE TO MY GRAND PARENTS

I was very fortunate to have my grandparents care for me during
my childhood .Ammah still can remember how my grandparents
were overjoyed when I was born, because they were all girls in
Ammah’s family. When I was a baby, after Ammamah & Ammah
had gone to work, thatha looked after me on his own which means
he was a full-time mother. He became an expert in changing
nappies, preparing my feeds & putting me to sleep. He was able to
handle me much better than both the mothers. When I was 11
months old, Ammah went to UK for higher studies and Appah
was working in Colombo so my grand parents were everything to
me until I was three years old. Although I was far too young to
have much recollection of those times, judging by the stories my
parents and the photographs told me it must have been a truly
Joyous time in my life.Some of the stories are quiet interesting... I
was very adornment to go with thatha whenever he went out, so he
made a special basket to fit in his bicycle to take me to the shops
etc.He taught me a lot of songs & stories together with Ammamah
and one of them is his favourite about ‘not to fear’.I understand
that Ammamah retired from her job to take care of me. I am forever
grateful to Thatha and Ammamah for taking care of me.

At last I was fortunate to see Thatha again during my trip to Svi
Lanka in 2003 when I was nineteen years old We had long walks
in Mannar town talking about a lot of things. I went to Jaffna with
him & visited our family houses and lands in Kokuvil which were
affected by the political situation...but I enjoyed the fresh air, food,
the garden and many more. Above all once again I felt the closeness
with thatha and what I remember of hiim from that period, was that
he was a very strong but kind and gentle man.

Thatha was not only strong wiled but also strong bodied, 1remember
even though he was in his eighties he would walk miles through
the blistering Sri Lankan heat to purchase his favourite produces
from street vendors and constantly asking me what I like so that he
could buy for me. I remember giving him one of my VanHeusen
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shirts which happened to be coloured bright blue, and he wore it
through an army checkpoint. When I expressed concern that he
might attract too much attention, Thatha simply said, “At this age,
what more can they do to me?”. To me he was definitely a man'’s
man, and every thing a grandfather should've been. And I will
miss him very much.

Biranavan
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My Thatha and Ammamah

1first saw Thatha and Ammamah when Iwas 8 years old and visited
Sri Lanka for the first time. Since I was very young and spent most
of my time playing with the neighbouring children, I wasn t able to
Jorm much of relationship with Thatha and Ammamah. Often, when
1 hear my friends talk of their experiences with their grandparents
it makes me regretful that I never got an opportunity to grow up
with them playing a major role in my life. I was very lucky to visit
them at that time as Ammamah passed away before I got an
opportunity to go back.

I returned to Sri Lanka in 2007 but was not able to go to Mannar
due fo the status of the war. Recently, in January 2011, when I
returned to Mannar with my parents, I was able to feel a connection
towards Thatha. I helped feed him and ensured that he received the
correct medication when Periammah and Periappah were away. It
was difficult to be sure of whether he recognised me as he wasn t
able to speak fluently. Despite this and the fact that he didn t speak
much, or at all, I felt a close bond just sitting together in the same
room, witnessing what he witnesses day after day.

1 felt extremely upset when I heard that he had passed away only 6
weeks afier my visit because I hoped to visit him again, soon. I am,
however, happy that he has had a fulfilling life and he can now rest
peacefully throughout eternity.

Ranjani
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Memories of my grand parents

There is no doubt that grandparents are special people in my life.
They had treated me like an angel. I was fortunate to spend my
childhood days with them. Memories of those days are unforgettable
in life.

My grandpa

My grandpa was a retired Station Master. He is an active systematic
& knowledgeable person. I spent most of my childhood days at my
grandparent’s house in Jaffna. My grandpa used to tell many
interesting stories when I was small. I can still remember those
funny & interesting characters in that stories. He also used to tell
about his experiences when he has worked in Srilanka Railways
as a Station Master. He is very kind hearted person. He never let
my mother to scold me. When I was studying in the primary school
he used to come and pick me in his bicycle after the school hours.
After the school I used to play at my grandpa s house in his garden
where he has planted lot of trees and flowers.

In 1995, I came to Colombo due to the war situation in the country.
I'missed my grandparents. They went to reside with my Periammah
at Mannar. During school holidays I used to go to Mannar io see
my grandparents, Periammah and Periappa. My grandpa and
grandma feel very happy when they see us. My grandpa walked to
the nearest shop and buys the favorite food items, chocolate and
Jruits for us. He always inquires about my studies and always says
that I should shine in my studies and make him proud. 1am happy
that I have made him proud. He is very happy when I progressed
well in my studies and he has always encouraged me for my further
successes. His words and stovies still eco in my ears.

The last time I saw grandpa was in 2010 August. That time he was
very weak and unable to talk clearly. But he recognized me and
told something but I couldn t understand what he said. I feit very
upset and it was very difficult and sorrowful to see him in that
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stage suffering due to his old age. He waived his hands and also
asked when we will come again to see him when we left Mannar.
That time 1 didn t think that it was the last goodbye from my beloved
grandpa.

He was not afraid of death. He is strong and young in mind. He
used to tell us how we should conduct his funereal. Even he has
writlen his death notice. He is such a brave wise and confident
person I have ever met. I am very much proud about my grandpa.
His knowledgeable and interesting talks made me wise and
confident to face any challenge and. I am sure the lessons and
advices he has thought will guide me throughout my life.

We should thank our Malar Periammah for looking after grandpa
and grandma with much care and love in there old age. I am missing
my grandpa and grandma so much. I am praying the all mighty my
grandparent s soul rest in peace and there blessings and memories
always be with us.

Loving Grand daughter
Ruksha.S

“On can taste devotion and love of God

Only throught his incarnation”
- Sri Ramakrishnan -

Digitized by N&)Iggn Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



@y Cussular » arensSatshat.. !

AL leue) epsilield]

oipsnsn LA Gl

L diholl GUTFLE el

Liss Smpmis Gisesiimsomil i

FHrhahil el ged WITp ewienflel - Heulbhd
SRGET Gamamaha GuTaBm

BeOT LThey HTHST GFTaita
Fenabeil BB H

SRETLL SE1D gkl
SHEDODWT sihg Gorm o axih
Bl gulear sumensoll LTighel sy
DB BIHS Py

FHihmiraiell enFhdalsd e
WM HBEMT  SUeULD &uihahl
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star wumg
FHOHTF FRSHWINL SLESD
Sibs Am eensT  @hTLIS TS
Bt evediuL st (BlemenailGen
esiIBID si66rm &Slmiin {Giom

Sb% B HET

FHTHSHT [Hinibeil  GlFmairet

Butter & A Littlec Boy s

Eeoimin sTe01 HlensuaiGau

9_RIGETHL sl [BTId6il 2 (heuTdhasiL

SihS HILSW upapdT Caraned

Bl hdled Hemt L IUTein b sel)

S B GLIQWL eI, IS @GHLIQU L anilD
allemenmigul HILGL miSslT

SHUDIDT DIRSHBHTEVID - LLTT6 60T

aT6nell  DEDeIHEH  HLIYHU SHiHLD

28 - i
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



R VTR (Y T

P s leleniot ek s aunden

A FlLOsDIL 15 sUshen3i |

2 dA8n sureil Blgihal
allLhaBuTaSaant - ormi
aladILIERlaOBDSGL sl6BIT SN 6 Bl
Action 2Lt Goistels b

g gindlest oha il

IGitsll gl Llasnaitemin Ceusnsnu18su
R A TR T T E T TR

Dol il glhetlon epoSlthaimal Hilshsr !

IboBF  FHEMULINL  EHaDihiboll GEoTshad

atastemedl  aladimih Aifldbeh  emauhi L

BIHBHIT - ElediIyl s1601hI BeTIBEDaDh (et Lomd )
1fhe GFeain GouBennr

et (B suheliTasnir @i gl

101 pe0deutLML 15aIBL: 2 Midell 1oigulsh
Glersbavl T GUGHEILITILT SIS

Fand Gl GanaiiBib (B

2pearl Guid,dAl
(HehaIT

28 - ii
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Hlananaiieh erarmub BuIsTs SM seur!

eOMHS (Weld sibLiyionen CHTHBLD HemsFaene HHIDLID
Gusa FAphHd RS LD LSESETHTH 61DGI (LTSI
Caragaled sangeps Hansow Henevaut “SM” gowim sieuiase,
Beui Fpphs seball pfeyamLw (WPHGLTSSTET GBLGMS
Coihy owed &pmowrer  SemeowmPenis  NpUlworess
Qameni Leui. Heui pbuyerw uysHs BLwrs
GBMISGIBTemILTT,

Beut uev G mseflsd Yensulfs Pevevt SIS
Bmba @uey Gubp Uar s srenfluled ydu ene
SIMSHSH HeGH (puUBSwTsy Bamensowndd] eneubsTt. SHemest
Seut Hedl ¢ LppglisBaranen” eteiiml ellemone rflogis
S [IEUT.

“SM” siauisst el GRLUSHD @ULIBNT HNEVeUaTTS
Bmhel Seutsamer (WaBamy emeudhsmi. B6s Cumegy
GO FHFPS HMWSHHID Lev uSellsanst  sudldig)
pouefissst uflibam. mba aupLmsa  Ger isdrs
FEeoauITs Bba fBLSSRMT. SedE USSLEDTS
Bmss gmeanu o plniamsmst BsuFOFam usalsenen
gBGwTE SPeyeny Gnpeuni. EENETEHTHEHL T SHPSHLOTE
2 _meveu Guenilenti. Seuisenl a1 Fiflsa Gus Gausnevdansm
Lelienle@b sienmo Cereamisut. srar Gauamsy GFLs
SHevmiseiled HIBSTeUD @ 1b CuB SFeumrdoTer BHlasibasansn
mendFaanel 2 et Glomeel Sfleas veuliunt. Eoamred
SIS HEOMMIDGHHIUHMS 60BN HD allihtbilesd. GHeuit
P& afLwmseaied Wosayd SmboTaeaT. &L misaies
SeMbBHSmBMU OGMD HigEHTES Lififsvanear Qauieun.
el LaTLibaw usalluflled Hmpess almbUTLDED
BemenesiomeiL b QUILDL S5 CouewiBLd oTali Glameitendeniu
Camengmbamt. SBOHID smer amGurg “sHensveut™ e
HMPSSIBD Hh.05.CFsveug_emmb DUTEET aubgl LigeTeni
gbori. SM  seuismens OQamLibsb mid Bursasyrs
gmmIsGiEsmemTGL mib.

- 20 ~
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



daramafled 1995 @LuQuuwieer Osaim SM
GhLUGGlaT Hard WpHdH WwaseEhLer et ermiGeo
SrdlaliLan.. pereh Weraensenlal Gmiils Hphssi
el (igLleuBSITT. SM oieuisst suuimd Nenm e 921
Sipeneauuisy Denpeumpe] aumpbha sSreowrd ol L. Sieurs
SHOT FTHF DLW EwG FAIFPS Beneowsipd LiFibuig
UMD  LDSBEHD 6T6LEOMD  6uehey Hewsowimyl @hTareneugeaui
Quplotelr Freflenen eusmmial Lgm &g a8 Cnmb.

“.I'E)SU.T‘I'ISI”

“uppelled Gremi_emy Bnbsd snms el

BBy HTCesw auHId”
- asumbl efCeausreanpet. -

SEORMBID BiTainssau 8 pilnlmiss
asnbgalietc Farrdps Baveound (ifgibusg)

Digitized by Noolah?mQOundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



L1 HBIPHEHGT LjeoLbiich

SIHHUPD eurpey WHHHIOLCL! aflifl wibGureps
Guogdu wrsmn igdor G efibifl efibululm
mBHHU G maubHp wwHHHEha® &THLCL
upis Qam @ Wimellenenl yssiiemiluil LmeupGio!

oullpesip Hmsenm wWhisbwsor CEpTHSI LuBpis
soLweverey Cur@s UBEGBHHIEF - Cewwelm
mBULBHS Covpdld SMMBUPMED HHHTENET

U Iminl snetiGuer @eofl?

Whdd SaIbElLbg (PHEIDI BrsTeneyD
SihFUS sorFFFHmey WTHfHaH -GHMHS
FflwéE awhs GQubm STt sHwHGsT
oiflgs SHiped el HGeuss?

sl igellguith QT igedigd oriCGogd Carsdbioguin
sl igefgud meubHOGaEenaIs STHHH — (WPLLEF
Apled B sruurhs FHridw srisGsT
el bd & el [BHGsusn?

Omrha siwobsl GUBD Cereume Govbha (Wemev

Hhal aeMiHLHGHHIH STPTGY — SibHLISE
maulBsy QaremCsiienens STHILTBRIHSTU HendbEsm
CuuwiuiBs & el HGsusit?

S ACwr BTafBCa THHTEN HNHG:
aflnasull GO uTissl WESIPTDsd - 2 hFwlsiisn
CxHBam! oWfiHBw! QFedeud Hlyefiuiny

wirBer! stemeumPHBH suMIHEG?

- 3] ~
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



sisitell @bou HAACWT? ST HemsuBiog
Gemsitelmenar smeuIBUBIT? gmampsy - Giositern
(p&lwed (palb meudbE (WHHTy GuisTme
weBa! eaneumPHS euTUiIHE?

(pehiemenr ull L g piiy 56
Heir@er ul' 185 Opetiafl comialuiev
sisens Ui L g sigeuulBneso
wrgn WL apens!  epeisGeu!

CousBs SHwsafst Geubm GUTgFTDLE
ore8s LTelBw wenuGst! — Tt
@mel upsumosy Gsnsmily Glusiiensrd
& uemihbosheHs !

Qeupsrlsnr Coremralfl efidsHen! Hsiiusgsso
aubHTCenm sredtsnen WBHBHTRNT? - FHHHAPD

2 eienenGur GBIHs WHHSH euFRdL Hoger
HeenenBul FIOBBHS Hmul!

siBSmbaT SEmmar: aiglsel slmbsmen
CobBihsrer, @am CQeubmi Buremen - urBomefds
ST606VM(HLD SUT(HRIGST! GTRIH6ENT TrRIBTIDED

s1s060MD  FlauowiGw wimbd

- 532 - _
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



B Halleoed
STERIERI(LPLD  DISMETEYLONES] 6TDEMID  SHEHTLITEVITE iy
SUGTHIRT(PLD SMmenewt Caihs eumiemould Heomhs Hhms
pewremeyd Gprwimen edlew Bmguid Senihgy Curs
sieesieyd eflly STemev enlHlenmi sierilgled HHGH
SIMEMEHISL SHpIHe0 SHCHIT,
SIMTHBEMD BeOBE! BHler@mt
D6V CUENETILIGIEST FrHH AcheedHEHnT
Wweoll WTWEY &Hig WeRHHIUT HenenhBHrT
el GeusBE osut s algular g — wohs ailroe
Benanefled Qeorewr® Weouysid wrsaemOLBha abs
BlenmGeaubniw  Siseut

SighFelldenl uFFILG SEpsTuD GeliBsrm

amss Behe st usl ueEdst

GxrensCudl apsib @Hsd uelHCsri

aubor grng BCeuetg Simiur @enasbsnt

o o6y Hewen FmHE ubhE o FHelul HMBmESHIT

Gompmosy Coibg wmlem srihlsreny o usflECasmt

&Tls sLedp FErll ssbEAsd £ sell BlaaCmm

srligui uflellGeam@ Bligw Fampas srHms

Gipehary Pepenall Qamear@Lmb

e _mmri o mellsh o eilemi o mguemenums BlenGnnt

Sibd Cueady @Afamwsallsd Lbig Q®Tai(

S kS SeusongBusni

Blemesy weveny HiflGsHulsd SwFdL Bl

DiMATUHEGLD 61th [HAISIE6T eTatTgipsw(B.
eI - GEDuSHTT

- 35 -
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

On the 29" March, 2011 when the news spreaded that Late
Ratnam Navaratnam departed neighbours, friends and relations
rushed to our residence shared their sorrow and conveyed their
condolences. Some were at our residence throughout the night
participating in the prayers also.

The funeral was attended by close associates, friends and
well wishers of the Governmental, Non-governmental and private
sectors.

In addition there were contacts by phone messages,
telegrams, letters of condolences, sent floral tributes, issued notices
of condolences and participated in the procession of carrying the
remains to the cemetery for cremation.

It is our solemn duty being the members of the family of the
Late Ratnam Navaratnam that we would like to express our
profound gratitude to the clergy, nuns, friends, relations and well
wishers for their presence & prayers, providing food and helped
us in numerous ways during our time of grief.

Once again our sincere thanks to all.

May God Bless you.
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