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OUR PRAYER

P e

Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high;
Where knowledge is free;

Where the world has not been broken up into fragments by
narrow domestic walls;

Where words come out from the depth of truth;

Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection;

Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way into
the dreary desert sand of dead habit;

Where the mind is led forward by Thee into ever—widening
thought and action—

Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country
awake.

— Rabindranath Tagore
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SAKTHI

JAFFNA HINDU 1ADIES' COLLEGE MAGAZINE
SILVER JUBILEE NUMBER 1958
EDITORIAL

Sakthi the College magazine
after lying dormant for a brief
period, has mainfested itseli for a
very special reason. The current
year marks the twenty-fifth anni.
versary of the fcunding of Jafina
Hindu Ladies’ Collegs; hence the
resurgence of our ‘Divine Energy’.
Two Score and Five

A pause at this juncture for
an appraisal of the past would
not be inappropriate. Much has
been achieved during the quarter
of a century that has elapsed
since the college was {ounded,
but miuch more remains to be
achieved. The institution, which
was guided by able hands in its
infancy, was provided with a splen-
did seiting by that munificent phi-
lanthropist, the late Mrs. Visalad-
chy Sivagurunathar, who donated a
valuable piece of land in the
heart of Jafina. The school, which
was until then an cff shoot of
Jaffna Hindu College, gained an
identity of its own and sh:fted
to its present site in 1945.

Since then, Jaffna kindu La-
dies’ College has made steady
progiess under the able guidance
of principals such as Mrs Gayi-
thri Ganeshan Mrs. Muthu Somayya
(nee Achayya), Mrs. Clara Motwani,
Mrs J. R Sittampalam, Mrs. C. S,
Rao and Mrs. V. Arumugam. It is
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now a Grade I instituticn with
Arts and Science streams going
ap tothe G C E. A/Level classes.
Cultural cnd other co-curricular
activities play an important part
in school lifz. Special emphasis
is laid on a sound religious train.
ing and every efifort is made to
foster the traditions and ideals of
the Hindu way of life.
In the midst of life
It is a strange but sad coinci-
dence that this year of cele-
bration should also be markeg
by the passing away of Mr T.
Muttusamypillai, the last manager
of the Jafina Hindu College Board.
A man of many parts, the late Mr.
Muttusamypillai was a leading and
distinguished member of the Jaffn,
Bar who had acted as a District

Judge on several occasions. He
was also the President of the
Siva Paripalana Sabhai and one-

time Fditor of the 'Hindu Organ’.
His period of stewardship of the
Jaifna Hindu College Board has
been marked bythe steady progress
made by all the institutions that
came under his management. His
deep interest in Saiva Siddhanta
and his willirgness to addriess
and preside over religious meet.-
ings had earned for him a place
of his own 'in the life of the
community. His death is indeed
a great loss,



The passing away of Mrs. Ku-
maravelu who had rendered many
years of devoted service to the
College, in 1966 and that of Mrs.
Saraswathy Kanagaratnam, who
died in harness in 1965, are the
other events which cast a gloom
over our College in recent years.
The latter had done yeoman ser.
vice, first as matron and later, as
a member of the teaching staff.
The grateful and affectionate re-
membrance of their students and
colleges is a fitting testament to
their well -spent lives.

General

Turning to a wider arena, it
cannot be denied that the social
revolution of 1956 and its after-
math, resulted in a change of
policy as regards the management
of schools which culminated ia
the take over of Assisted Schools
and Colleges in 1961. The entire
educational system has been thrown
into a melting- pot and crystalli
zation will no doubt take place
when the proposed reorganisation
has been put into effect. How-
ever the externa of a modern
educational system are such that
deep-rooted changes cannot be
made overnight. Indesed a hasty,
make - shift transformation may well
be calamitous. Coming to the
interna, or to be more specific,
. when one views the content of
education, it cannot be denied
that education in Ceylon in the
past, was wholly divorced from the
true thought and life of the people.
Much water has flown under the
bridge since that era and the aim

today, is certainly not to produce
a nation of quill -drivers. The phe.
nomenal advance made in the
fields of science and technology
in the world and the explosions
that threaten the human race at
varicus points, make it impera-
tive that scientific and practical
training be imparted to as many
as possible. In fact it has become
a case of ‘Study Science or pe-
rish’ in the struggle for survival
among civilised beings. The re-
cent report of the World Bank has
pinpointed the fact that the entire
educational system in Ceylon is
lopsided, with far too much aca-
demic bias. That education should
be geared to the economic needs
of the country cannot be gainsaid
and the impending changes are
long over-due.

“The Two Cultures”

Yet it seems to us that the
possessions of a sense oi values,
the ability io view things in the
proper perspective and a sense of
proportion, are as important as
the ability to invent and feed ma-
chines. Sweetness and light can-
not be discarded at any cost. To
p:oder an education that teaches
how to live, to one that teaches
how to gain, is but a manifestation
of a highly civilised sense. Liberal
education teaches one to enjoy
life and a scientific and practical
one, to acquire things that may
help us to enjoy it. So it behoves
us to a strike a balance between
the polar points of the " Two Cul.
tures.”” Let the liberalising breath
from the humanities blow unim-
peded over the realms of science
and vice versa. Harmonious de.
velopment among the students
cannot but result from such a
fusion in the curriculum.



Message from

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNGR-GENERAL

I wish to congratulate the Jaffna Hindu Ladies’ College
on its 25th Anniversary for the progress made during the
last 25 years. This Institute which I understand originated
as a branch of the Jaffna Hindu College expanded rapidly
to constitute a separate school by itself.

Secondary and Higher education for women form an
important aspect of our educational structure. The Jaffna
Hindu Ladies’ College would I hope make a lasting contribution

to the cause of women’s education in the Jaffna Region

I wish this Institute all success in tne years to come’



Message from

PRIVATE SECRETARY T0 THE PRIME MINISTER

PRIME MINISTER’S SECRETARIAT
New DzsLHI-11
The Principal,
Jafina Hindu Ladies’ College,
Vannarponnai,
Jaffna, Ceylon

Dear Madam,

Th Prime Minister has asked me to thank you for
your letter and to convey to you her best wishes for thc
success of the Silver Jubile ecelebrations of your College which
are being held soon.
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Message From
G. G. PONNAMBALAM, Q.C., M. P. Jatfna

“I wish to congratulate the Principal and the Staff of
Jaffna Hindu Ladies’ Coliege for their decision to celebrate
the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the College.

For a quarter century this College has served the people
of the area. At a time when facilities for Hindu education
were not available and not keenly encouraged by the State,
the College was able to promote Hindu culture and education.:

All- of you should be rightly proud of vyour services
during the past 25 years and 1 am sure that in the coming
years too, tine traditions that have been built by this College
will be maintained.

May Lord Siva shower on all of you His blessings. ”’
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Message from

Mr. S. THANIKASALAM,
Director of Education, Jaffna

I am very happy to send you a message for publica-
tion in the Souvenir which you propose to publish to
commemorate the 25th anniversary of the starting of your
school.

The school which was started in a house in 1943 was
able to shift to its present spacious location due to the
munificence of the late Mrs. Visaladchi Sivagurunathar who
emula‘ed other members of her distinguished family, in
donating a valuable piece of land. The Board was able to
acquire additional land adjoining the donated land.

Begining with 110 children and 8 teachers the schoonl
had grown into Grade I school with 1170 children and 43
teachers with classes from Standard I to G, C. Bl eAndl ).
It has also earned public recognition as one of the leading
Girls’ schools in Jaffna. Let me congratulate the former
management, past Principals and teachers and the present
Principal and staff on the progress they have achieved so
far and hope that the progress will be maintained in future.

e
Py



Message from

A. W. MAILVAGANAM
O.B.E.. M. A., Ph. D. ( Cambridge ) B. Sc. ( Lond. ),
Professor & Head of the Department of Physics, Dean of the Faculty of Science,
Untversity of Colombo.

It is with much pleasure that I send this message for the Souvenir
of the Jafina Hindu Ladies’ College, I am aware of the good work the
College is doing in imparting a sound education with a Hindu background.
I am particularly glad of this because I strongly feel that unless there
is such a background the Tamil race will degenerate to an enormous extent,
for too long a time have our girls come under the influence of Western
culture and traditions. The damage created by such an influence can be
seen quite easily all round us.

We have to build up a Hindu Society rooted in Hindu traditions and
1 am sure that institutions like Jaffna Hindu Ladies’ College and Ramanathan
College will answer the call.

Tt is very necessary for this purpose that provision should be made
in the school curriculum for cultural subjects such as Tamil Literature,
Sanskrit, and History. At the moment, on the Science side of our schools,
there is early specialisation and practically all students desirous of
entering the Science and Medical Faculties of the University of Ceylon
or Colombo, start specialising in the science subjects as early as the
Pre O. L. This unfortunately gives no room for cultural subjects in the
school time-table. I fcel that if students follow a course in General
Science leading to the O. L. examination and study the sciences as separate
subjects thereafter it ought to be possible to introduce into the
curriculum quite a number of cultural subjects. Perhaps this is a matter
which your Principal might usefully discuss with her colleagues and the
local Director of Education.

I have found here at the University that quite a number of Tamil
students, particularly women students, do not ‘have any hobbies. This is
a pity. The hobby habic must be encouraged by teachers with broad
sympathies, and 1 am sure that students will ever be grateful in their
later years for any help and direction that the school gave them in
their student days.

My message has already become long, I do not wish to make it any

longer, except to say that I am interested in your school and that I wish
it every succsss in the coming years.
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Message from
Mrs. C. MOTWANI, M A.

I am happy to be asked to share in the College’s
25th anniversary celebrations. My recollections of the school
during the period of my Principalship are very pleasant
ones. Particularly do I remember the enthusiasm of the
girls in both studies and sports. They were so keen in
both fields. It was a most refreshing experience working
with them.

I would also like to pay tribute to the teachers who
were so cooperative and hard-working. And the Board of
Trustees through it’s honorary secretary, Mr. Muthuswamy
Pillai, was always helpful.

Since thosc days, the school has grown tremendously
and has more than justified its earlier promise. May Hindu
Ladies’ College continue increasingly to serve the youth of
our country.

13



Message from
Mrs. C. SAROJINI RAO, M. A.L. T.

y Indeed it is very heartening to learn that the Jaffna
Hindu Ladies’ College s celebrating  its  Silver Jubilee-
Twenty five years is a great trial of time in the life of
an institution begun on hopes. I am therefore very proud
that the Hindu sapling of education planted in my younger
days flourishes to remind me that it has struck firm root
in Ceylon, imparting to its alumni Hindu thought,
Hindu ideals, Hindu  culture, Hindu tradition and
Hindu philosophy.

As one who guided the College in its incipient years,
my heart cherishes the time long gone by — when students
were devoted to learning. I hope that today the students
of Jaffna Hindu Ladies’ College have proved themselves scho-
lars beyond comparison as well as models of chastity
and paragons of virtue. An exemplary lot, the staff of the
College deserve special congratulations for relentlessly steering
the institution to its beacon position in the island.

May Hindu Ladies’ College stand as a monument
of love and service.

Wishing the Jaffna Hindu Ladies’ College all suc-
cess, I salute its record.



Principal’s Notes

On the occasion of the publication
of the Silver Jubilee edition, I have
great  pleasure  in submitting a
report of the progress of the school
during these twenty five years.

Thie number on roll at present is
over 1200. We have 42 members on
the teaching staff including Vocationally
trained instructors in agriculture, wea-
ving, Music and Handicraft, in addition
to graduates and secondary trained
teachers. Dancing too is taught in
the lower classes by a qualified teacher.

The importance and value of tea-
ching religion in the schools cannot be
stressed. Our Young Women’s Hindu
Association was formed for the specific
purpose of fostering the religious tra-
ditions of our people. Unaer the able
guidance of a staff advisor and her
committee, important religious festivals
and Guru poojas are celebrated in a
fitting manner. Maha Sivarathiri and the
Navarathiri festival receive special at-
tention. Besides these, the students
have their daily prayer, assembly and
Pooja. They are also encouraged to sit
for the examinations conducted by the
Vivekananda Society.

Every attempt has been made to
develop the teaching of Science in the
school. The school laboratories have been
extended recently and much new equip-
ment has been provided. The instal-
lation of the gas plant is another feature
worth mentioning. All these improve-
ments have been effected under the
guidance of Senior Science masters of
Jaffna Hindun College, namely Mr. Sara-
vanamuthu and Mr. S. Kulasingam.

Purely academic education alone will
not enable a child to lead a full and
useful life. The inculcation of cultural
and ethical values and the development
of  proper attitudes are  equally
important and essential to the growth
of personality. As such aesthetic, moral
and physical education is provided for
the students though a variety of Co-
curricular activities.

Physical education is in the hands
of a qualified and compsztent instruc-
tress and provision is made for many
games. The Inter-House Athletic Meet
is an annual event which arouses

at enihusiasm among the staff and
students. The star performers are
then allowed to participats in the
Inter Collegiate Mect, where they
secured the third place last year. Inter-
House matches for another regular
feature. Guide and Brownie Companies
continue to flourish under the direction
of qualificd members of the staff,

The students have been divided into
five houses, with house mistresses and
their assistants in charge, Besides com-
petition in the athletic field, Inter
house contests in elocution, drama,
music and art are also held regularly.
A high standard in these activities has
been attained, as a result of the keeness
envinced by House Mistresses and their
assistants, not to mention the students-
The latter are afforded every opportu-
nity to participate in external com-
petitions of this nature. Plays in both
English and Tamil are staged regularly.
These activities have provided aesthetic
outlets for our children and have been

18



instrumental in bringing an amazing
,dmount of hldden talent; ‘to light.

The school has Semor, Intermediate
and Junlor thelaty Assoclatlons, be-
sides ‘the--G. ‘C.E- A/L’ Umon The
related - Skllls of speaktng, writing and
acting iare- developed ‘to-the full at
these meetings. The A/L and O/L classes
have ‘an annual'dinner and social res-
pectively. -Students  froni ‘other colleges
are invited-to the former. The dinner,
which-is- pulelv vegetarian, is prepared
and served by the girls-and affords
them practice. .in the gentle art of
entertainment. : :

The college magazine ‘Sakthy’ is
also intended to foster self expression
among. the students. Many interesting
contributions have. been made by tea-
chers and students. Unfortunately it
has not made its appearance regularly
of late, for which an explanation is due
from the former Editor-in-Chief,

There are several Subject associa-
tions such as the Science, History and
Geography Associations. These meet
once a month. Students are given an
opportunity - to listen to eminent scho-

lars and educationists. Detailed ac”
eounts of the activities of these socie-
ties will be given elsewhere.

The Old -Girls ‘Association of our
college 1 am’ glad to say, has grown
in strength. ‘It has been instrumental
in organising benefit performances and
collecting funds for the- sehool, thanks
to the ecnergetic co-operation and en-
thusiasm of its_ members The school
has a hostel, which is run on Hindu
principles. It is a matter for regret
that all those, who apply for admission
cannot be found accomodation there.
The limited number however enables
the boarders to lead a closely — knit,
corporate life. They are trained to
live up to the ideals of plain living and
high thinking, service and self disci-
pline. The matrons find it possible to
pay individual attention to each board-
et’s needs and look after their health
and comforts.

Many changes are bound to come
in the coming year but it is to be
hoped that the college will grow from
strength to strength and that students
who receive their education here will
benefit by it.

: 'Knowledge is- proud that he has learnt so much

W1sdom 1s humble that he knows not more e

+ = Cowper
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Principals past and present

‘Mys. Muthu Somayya. ' B ¥
_ (nee—Achayya) Mrs. Clara Motwani.
1944 — 45 1946 — 48.

Mrs. Sarojini Rao. Mrs. V. Arumugam.
1948 — 54. 1954———.
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The Importance of Mental Health in Education

by

Dr. T. Arulampalam, M. B. B

.S., (Ceylon) D.P. M. (Eng.)

Psychiatrists Jaffna.,

During the last few decades more
and more people have become cons-
cious of the importance of mental
health in general and in the field of edu-
cation in particular. It is very grati-

fying indeed that the Principal and
Staff of Jaffna Hindu Ladies’ College
have considered it useful to include
an article on mental health in their

Silver Jubilee magazine. Mental health
implies (1) endowment with normal
intelligence (2) freedom from mental
illness and (3) a sense of cheerful-
ness and well being.

About the vyear 1900, the school
‘autherities in Paris, disturbed by the
large number of students who were
backward in their schoolwork, wished
to find out whether the backwardness
was due to inattention, mischievous-
ness or insufficient mental capacity. A
leading French psychologist, Alfred Bi-
net was asked to find the answers. Binet
made two important observations:
(1) That children improve in ability
as they grow older (2) Abilities vary
from individual to individual. On the
basis of these observationss he design-
ed a series of tests graded according
to increasing difficulty and standar-
dised them to measure the mental age
of children. These tcsts have under-
gone many modifications but are known
as the Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scale.
Measuring the mental age of a child
is not very meaningful unless it is re-
lated to the real age of the child.
Thus the mental age was related to
real age as a ratio.

Mental Age X 100
Age

__ Intelligence
Quotient or1.Q

The average 1.Q in any population is re-
ckoned to be 100 and it is found that about
70% of the population are clustered
and scattered around the average and
give values varying from 80 to 120.
Of the balance, about half i.e.,
about 15% of the population are dull
in intelligenc: and the other half ie.
about 159 are above average in intel-
ligence. Of them about 1/3 i.e., about
5% of the population are exceptionally
bright. These people are very success-
ful in various academic and other pur-
suits. They occupy the higher rungs
in the professions and trades and hold res-
ponsible positions in society. Even
prior to Binet, it was known that people
could be divided into bright, average
and dull groups and the interview me-
thod was used to assess intelligence.
In fact it is said that about 2300 years
ago Arahat Mahinda, shortly after in-
troducing himself to King Devanam-
piva Tissa at Mihintale, proceeded to
ask him a series of questions and!from
the answers given, was satisfied that
the King was intelligent enough to
grasp the Buddha Dhamma, which he
preached to the King subsequently.

Subnormality The dull group of
about 15% of the population could be
further grouped into educationally sub-
normal (E S N children ) feeble mind-
ed, subnormal and severely subnormal
subjects. The first two groups do not
make much progress with education but
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could be trained to do simple and re-
petitive jobs and could lead useful lives.
The latter two groups, fortunately less
than 19 of the population, are endow-
ed with such poor intelligence that
they cannot look after themselves or
their property. They require to be
looked after and cared for by parents
or in institutions, From the time of
birth, a child passes through certain
phases of development termed “mile-
stones”. An average child holds his
head steadily in 3 — 4 months, rolls
over and develops creeping movements
in 6 — 9 months, stands with support
in cne year; walks within two yearsand
would have learnt to speak in senten-
ces in 2 —4 years. If all these mile-
stones are systematically delayed, then

it is likely that the child is of sub-
normal intelligence.
Mental iliness One’s ability 1o

benefit by education may be tempora-
rily or permanently affected by any
form of mental illness. It is wrong
to think of mental illness and madness
as one entity. There are over 16 diffe-
rent types of mild, moderate and severe
mental illness. Most of thum are com-
pletely or appreciably curable. Two
illnesses are incurable: (1) Subnorma-
lity in children (2) Dementias in
elderly people. Only untreated chronic
patients suffering from one illness term-
ed SCHIZOPHRENIA may be describ-
ed as mad people. Fortunately severe
mental illnesses are rare in the first
two decades of life. However a few
unfortunate youngsters may be affect-
ed. If students who were bright, stu-
dious, energetic and cheerful show a
steady fall in performances in  cxami-
nations or become dull or moody.,
they may require examination by a
psychiatrist to exclude mental illness.
Timely treatment will restore their nor-
mal learning capacity. Delay may lead
to irreparable damage.
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Echaviour Disorders
Night wetting
Truancy

Bouts of destructibility

. Stealing

Delinquency

The above group of psychological
disorders affect young subjects. Investiga-
tions usualily reveal a disturbing factor or
factors in their personality, homs or
school environment. Quarrelling parents,
or very strict teachers or unfriendly
classmates may be to blam:. Sympathe-
tic understanding, reassurance and ad-
justments in the environment usually
give relief.

Epilepsy This illness is characteris-
ed by periodic loss or disturbance of
consciousness with or without fits, The
type of epilepsy without fits is common
in children. These children suffer from
bouts of transient disturbance of
awareness and may be mistaken for
being inattentive. This is a treatable
illness and the attacks could be con-
trolled and children restored to their
normal learning capacity.

Well being A sense of well being
is the final ingredient in mental health.
Well-nourished and physically healthy
children usually have a sense of well
being. However various stressss and
vicissitudes upset this sense of weil
being. Approaching examinations, sports
and other competitions produce anxiety.
Failures, emotional upsets, bereavements
and behaviour that conflicts with one’s
cultural upbringing, are further instan-
ces that disturb one’s sense of well
being. Sympathetic understanding on
the part of parents and teachers and
good interpersonal relationships with
one’s associates will help one to cope with
these situations and restore the sense of
well being.

Reference:
R. S. Woodworth and D. G. Mar-
quis ( 1849 ): Psychology a Study
of Mental Life,



Some Development Priorities for
North and East Ceylon

by
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Today in Ceylon, like in many
other developing countries of the
world, we are confronted with the phe-
nomenon of population outstripping
production. This challenge can be met
in the long term only through over-
all perspective planning. However,
there are urgent needs and pressing
problems which call for a crash pro-
gramme of instant action, involving
pre-requisites and priorities which no
amount of paper plans, economic jar-
gon and shibboleths can satisfy.

In what respects can the North
and East of Ceylon contribute to this
urgent need of economic development
and social welfare of the Island?

In an article of this kind it will
be possible to consider a few of the
more striking items and that too, only
in brief terms. Its purpose would be
more than satisfied if it succeeds in
stimulating some thought and and leads
on to action.

The most essential pre-requisite to
development rlanning is, of course,
a survey and inventory of the resour-
ces of the Island. This has so far not
yet been satisfacterily done and yet
many a plan has been prepared in the
manncr of putting the cart before the
bulls and hence the failure of the plans

to get started! Without a resources
survey, priorities cannot be determined
correctly. Though attempts to make
Government realise its importance do
not seem to have mot with any de-
success, it is our duty to
organise voluntary vyouth organisations
to carry out at least a general recon-
naissance assessment of the resources
of the land such as: soil, water, mi-
nerals, vegetable and animal raw mates<
rials, available human skills etc., even
though for limited arcas and ad hoc
purposes.

R
gree ol

The North and East of Ceylon
happen to lie in the Dry Zone with
an environment and problems different
from those of the rest of the Island.
The dry season is long and unless
plentiful supplies of water are assured,
agriculture cannot be extended beyond
the short rainy season. For this pur-
pose, we can divide the dry zone into
three types of regions: (a) the lime=-

stone areas of the Jaffna peninsula,
the Islands and the mnarrow coastal
fringe extending from the Kalpitiya

peninsula past Mannar and Elephant
Pass to Mullaitivu; (b)) certain alluvial
racts in the main land dry zone and
(c) the ryest of the Dry Zone where
the the thin mantle of soil is under-
lain by impervious rock.
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Taking the limestone areas first,
here water has got to be tapped from
underground by means of wells. This
water is derived from rain. We should
therefore ensure that the limestone rocks
get saturated with rain water during the
only season of its availability and thus
adequate quantities are stored under-
ground. This is what is meant by
maintaining the water-table as high as
possible. Fortunately, limestone is not
only capable of storing water, but the
mechanism for downward percolation
of rain water is also self-evolved. The
numerous ponds, kualams and other
water-holes that dot the surface of the
limestone region are natural funnels
caused by the solution of lime and
meant for passing rainwater under-
ground; for storage of water is mnot
feasible in the limestone areas because
of the low elevation, absence of gradi-
ent, flatness of land and underground
seepage. Besides, there will be heavy
losses through evaporation owing to
the protracted dry season, low degree
of cloudiness and the strong winds
which cannot affect the water stored
underground. No rain water should be
allowed to run off tc the sea, as far
as possible, but it should be induced
to run down fo the underground re-
servoir, especially by means of the
natural funnels already described. Bug
the funnels can function efficiently only
if their bottoms are not choked with
clay and silt. It should therefore be
our duty to scrape off the sediment
from the beds of the ponds and ku-
lams during the dry seasons and pre-
pare them to function when the rains

come. We have neglected this in recent
times.
(b) In the flat non—limestone areas

of the Dry Zone, water for agriculture
during the dry season can be tapped

from wells only in places where there
is alluvium to store ground water. No
geological mapping of these areas has
yet been carried out despite the exist-
ence of the Geological Survey Depart-
ment since 1902 ( the late Dr. Ananda
K. Coomarasamy was the first Director)
though under different designations.
Therefore we do not know which are
the acquifers. Without waiting indefi-
nitely for the geological mapping to
be accomplished, we should carry out
at least a reconnaissance survey of the
sround water-table in at least the areas
historically, traditionally and empirically
known to have water. New and in-
expensive methods for quick results are
now available and the work can be
carried out if the cooperation of those
interested is forthcoming. '

by imper-
soil mantle

(¢c) In areas underlain
vious rock where the
is thin, water has no doubt got to
be stored above ground in surface
reservoirs by constructing bunds across
streams. Besides, all disused and aban-
doned tanks should be brought back
into commission in addition to the cons-
truction of new tanks

The total number of rain that falls
during the rainy season in an average
year is quite adequats to fill these
tanks; at present a lot of rain water
runs waste to the sea.

More tanks would mean also more
pasture, especially more buffaloes and
more cattle for dairy and work, etc.
Thus animal husbandry and associated
activities too will develop side by side
with agriculture.

As though through long-gained
experience Nature has produced the
palmyra as her most invaluable gift to
the Dry Zone dweller. In terms of the
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environment, it is one of the most
suited and successful crops and it is
also the most versatile and valuable
crop there. At least wherever other
crops cannot be cultivated, it is im-
perative to plant the palmyra. Every
available vacant space should be devoted
to it, if it cannot be put to any other
better use. Its economic value is com-
mon knowledge; but in addition, itis
a great protector of the soil and its
importance from the point of view of
climate amelioration needs no explana-
tion. Hence the setting up of a Pal-
myra Research Institute for research
not only into the wutilisation of its
products but also the cultivation of
this asset recently proposed by Mr.
Thurairatnam M. P., is very urgent.

Our natural Pearl fisheries have be-
come a failure in recent times and
hold out little prospect of revival
Today the culture pearl industry is
considered more scientific and econo-
mic. Japan earns 40 millions U. S.
dollars annually from the export of
culture pearls. There is scope for the
rearing of pearl oysters in our waters
under controlled conditions and the
development of a culture pearl indus-
try not only off Mannar, but also in

the lagoons near Batticaloa and Mul-
laitiva. The author of this article made
all the necessary arrangements with
the authorities in Japan to learn
this industry at his own expense
and to pass on the knowledge
so gained, to others. But the Govern-
ment turned down his application for
exchange for travel, though the sum
involved did not exceed a paltry Rs.
3000.

In the absence oi a geological sur-
vey of the Dry Zone areas, it is not
yet possible to state what mineral raw
materials exist in the North and East
for use as raw materials for industry,
except, of course limestone which is
already being used in the cement in-
dustry. However, the prospects for a
successful glass industry using the sand
deposits of Ampan cannot be ignored.
The physiographical, climatic and other
essential conditions for the successful
manufacture of salt from sea water
may be considered ideal along most of
the coast from Puttalam around the
north coast to about Trincomalee. Not
only can more salt be produced, but
it should be possible to utilise the bye-
products for a thriving chemical and
pharmaceutical industry as in Israel.

©#1f we imagine a circle of which the centre is

God and the radii are the

souls of men, it will be

evident that the approach towards the centre will
mean, an ever increasing proximity between the radii.’

— Abbot Dorotheos.
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Creating Civic Consciousness in the Young

by

: K. NESIAH, M. A.,

Formerly Sen‘or Lecturer in Education, Univarsity of Ceylon.

Men come together in cities in
order to live; they remain together
in order to live the good life.

— Aristotle.

Through the ages, the city has
served as a physical utility for collec-
tive living and a symbol of collective
purposes. It is the city that is the
sark and measure of a civilization.
As Lewis Mumford has shown in The
Culture of Cities, the city is the point
of maximum concentration for the po-
wer and culture of a community. It
symbolises the spirit and strength efa

region, its past and its future. For,
in its buildings and monuments and
public ways time becomes visible;

through the intercourse in the market
and the meeting place, fresh advances
in modes of living open themselves to
a people and new thoughts occur about
human destiny. Along with language,
in Mumford’s words, the city re-
mains man’s greatest work of art,

Most Asian cities of today do mnot
however answer to this definition. A
few ancient towns of India and Ceylon
had that part that was built round a
temple or a palace nobly designed, but
the rest of the city accumulated some-
how. :The mnearest to planning was
that the dwellings of caste groups
clustered together. Generally, urbanisa-
tion in Asia came in the wake of Euro-
pean occupation and continues to reflect
that atmosphere; the ‘‘primate city”’ in

particular is very West-oriented. The
population explosion of our time has
turned most towns and cities in our
part of the world to human jungles
not calculated to provide a creative
environment for the good life. But,
the gravest weakness of modern city
life is that the transplanted villagers
who came to form the bulk of the ci-
tizenry, left behind the cohesiveness
and sense of community of the village
and became strangers unto one ano-
ther — lukewarm citizens.

It is a safe sociclogical prediction
to make that there is already an
explosion under way and that we shall
become more and more city dwellers in
the decades and centuries ahead. By
2000 A. D. the City of Jaffna may top
the quarter million mark in popula.
tion and altogether we may have ,
population of 25 million in Ceylon, with
10 million in our towns. Chandigarh
in the Punjab and the projected Gan-
dhi Nagar on the banks of the Sabar-
mati are likely precursors of scores of
cities that will dot the lindscape in
Asia at the turn of the century. The
cities of the future will not be temple
or palace cities, but planned as cities
of the people; nor will a single ‘pri-
mate city’ dominate any state.

For us in Ceylon the obligation
is to design our provincial cities as
symbols of a richer life in their regions
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and to design them as democratic cities
in the new tradition of Chandigarh
and Gandhi Nagar. It Is good to re-
member at the same time that walls donot
acity make, nor does a city councilal vays
constitute government of the city by
its citizens. It is the civic spirit and
shared living that makes the city; it
is the participation of the citizens in
the processes of discussion and deci-
sion — making that constitutes civic
government. The manner in which the
city’s institutions and their functioning

is organiscd can well be an educative

force. Did not Plato tell us that, in
order to educate the citizens, it is
necessary to educate the city? To

survey the City, dig its past and delve
into the meaning of its institutions is
in turn, to use a live text-book in
Civics.

‘There is a particular obligation to
create in the minds of young citizens
the consciousness of the City Beautiful,
that the city is their city and her af-
fairs their concern. Such civic cons-
ciousness will in turn act as an educa.
tive and liberating force in their lives,
There are three things necessary to put
the young citizen at home in his city
— KNOWLEGE, LOVE, VISION,

(1) Hnow Your City is the first
of these liberating forces — getting
to know the city, its physical li-
mits, history, monuments, people
institutions and their modes of
functioning. A City like Jaffna is
replete with reminders of the past;
look around and see on every side
the vestiges of Portuguese, Dutch
and British occupation as of the
rule of our own Tamil kings.

(2) Fall in Love with Your City
With these words, Pericles in his

famous funeral oration of 431 B. C.
exhorted th: Athenians to lay their
powers and their services at the
feet of their City as their fairest
offering. Here in Jaffna, the young
should be reminded that they should
follow in the footseps of ‘such fa-
mous citizens as Arumuga Navalar
the reformer, and Dr. S. Subramani~
am, the benefactor. If sense of com-
munity arises from belonging to a
place and a people. the beginning
of a loyalty to the country is first
to learn to belong to the smal
place and the small community o
oneg’s own city.

{
f

(3) Behold The Visionof a New
City. What will enable the citi-
zens to make their city a nobler
human habitat and inspire them to
make it so, is the ever present vi-
sion of the ideal City. Nor is there
anything more calculated to educate
and illamine the character and
mind of the young citizen.

A Civic Week organised to involve
the participation of young citizens can
make local government come to life
in the area. He should be animated
by the voluntary spirit. The Village
Republic, functioning onthe principle of
unanimous decisions, was the supreme
discovery of our ancient political geni-
us. But alas, the party conflicts and
perversions that mark it everywhere in
our beloved country! If a Civic Week
can get going as a spontaneous activity
of the people, it may well be the means
of rescuing City Government itself! Tt
may then be again, as of old: the Voice
of the Five is the Voice of God!!
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Woman — Ancient & Modern

In ancient days, the status of wo-
man in Hindu society was unique. Re-
ligion gave her a place of respect. At
all religious functions, the wife had
equal status with her husband and most
religious rites could not be performed
singly by the husband. Mahavishnu has
given a permanent abode for Mahaluxu-
mi in his heart. Parvathy formed the
Ieft half of Lord Siva. The Image called
Ardhanareeswara symbolised the co-op-
erative, interdependent — separately in-
complete, but jointly complete — mas-
culine and feminine functions of the
Supreme Being. Shakti was the potent
factor needed to cieate, develop, nourish
and serve as a mother did, to bring up
a child. Shakti saved the Devas and
the universe from destruction by the
Asuras by incarnating Herself as Raja
Rajeswary and Sri Lalithambika.

Ideal Woman

Words of exaltation such as Dhar-
mapathini, Sahadharmini and Giriha-
luxumi were often used to refer to the
ideal wife, who was considered a help-
mate to the husband in crossing the
treacherous Sea of Samsara. Mahaitma
Gandhi had once remarked: —

““To call woman the weaker sex ig

a libel, it is man’s injustice to
woman. If by strength is meant,
brute strength then indeed is wo-
man less brutal than man. If by
strength is meant moral power:s
then woman is immeasurably
man’s superior, ”’

by

Muhandiram E. P, RASIAH, J. P.

Saint Thiruvalluvar‘s words of lamenta-
tion at the demise of his wife Vasuki,
illustrated the worth of women of his
days:—

‘9.8 GasflwmBar ysryenr. wrGar
Ly QI Fm i Leup S LITGIT U1 —3J19 6 (L.
196t i) wpeir Qarepo.ib Cuem 5Guw Guim
ereir Mm@ Qeirs ewilgm’, [&Cur

Westerners, it may be noted, refer-
red to their wives not as equal halves b ut
as ‘better-halves’; yet they have some
texts, which described the woman ag
the eternal temptress of man, a snare
of perdition. According to Donaldson,
“ Woman was a fire-ship continually
striving to get alongside the male man-
of-war and blow him up to pieces.”’
Rider Haggard, a Western writer of
some renown, commenting about wo-
man, has written:—

“ Woman in her weakness, is yet
the strongest force on  Earth.
She is the helm of all things hu.
man; she comes in many shapes and
knocks at many doors; she is quick
and patient and her passion is
not ungovernable like that of man,
but as a gentle steed that she
can guide even where she wills
and as occasion offers, can now
bit up and now giverein. She
has a captain’s eye and stout
must be the fortress of the heart
in which she finds no place of
vantage...she can do all these
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things, for, Nature ever fights
upon her side... and thus woman
rules the World.”

Ruler and Judge

Hindu women of old have func-
tioned as Rulers of States and impar-
tial Judges. In fact, when Sri Shanka-
rachariar debated a complicated philo-
sophical subject with the learned Rishi
Mandalamirar, the former had consent-
ed to the latter’s wife being judge
and arbitrator, notwithstanding the fact
that she was his opponent’s wife,
Women of those days were capable of
functioning as judges with the strictest
impartiality. History has recorded ins-
tances where women in India — as Ru-
lers of Indian States — had lead armies
even against the Britishers and given
them deadly battle.

Ornaments

In the past, a woman’s character
and purity were considered to be her
real ornaments. By self-discipline and
good conduct she built up her character
which made her great and worthy of
respect and honour. It was character
that illumined a woman. Metals and
stones, silks and sarees can never em-
bellish her. Sita, Savitiri, Damayanthi
and Kannahi were venerated for their
unsullied virtues and chastity and not
for their dress or jewellery. Character
and chastity cannot be grafted on, nor
superimposed; neither could they be
protected by high walls or barbed wire
fences or even by the enforcement of
strict purdah. No one can bestow the
gift of a good character or chastity on
another. Each one has to acquire these
herself by self-discipline, reflection,
care and effort, for they grow only from
within,

The

Now let us turn the page and look

at the modern version of woman. As
sentient, rational, sapient beings, the
modern man and woman have domi-
nated the Barth. They have reasoned
their way into the Atomic Age and
seemingly satiated with their terrestrial
triumphs over the forces of Nature,
now scem to cast their eyes upwards
in contemplation of celestial conquests.
Let us examine the modern woman in
the context of this revolutionary time.

Modern Weman

The modern girl, no doubt, has
learnt to speak with a refined accent,
to play the piano or the veena, to
dance and to drape herself attractively
with flimsy, foreign fineries and even
Mini garments —all to perfection.

She roams the roads with self-
confidence and travels mostly uncha-
peroned by any. She attends political
meetings and even addresses them. These
may perhaps be necessary, up to a cer~
tain: limit; bat on the other hand, is
she up to the mark in the essentials
of womanhood -— the possession of a
healthy body, sound common sense,
practical knowledge in house-keeping,
motherhood, child-welfare and above all
an unimpeachable character.

Equality

In some countries, modern women
have been clamouring for equal rights
with men. This notion among women
was partly due to the system of educa-
tion, western in its pattern. Mr. Radha-
krishnan, former President of India and
a mature philosopher, has appealed to
the modern women ¢ Not to imitiate
men in everything, but to remain
as  women and has further
added ‘< that he has seen women dres-
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sing like men, smoking like men, drink-
ing like men, cutting their hair like men,
with the result that he found it some-
times difficult to distinguish women
from men. > He deplored *° the ten-
dency of women trying to improve on
creation by imitating men and not being
content te remain her own self. ” It
is ‘degrading both for man and woman,
that the modern woman should be
called upon to forsake the hearth and
in some countries, shoulder the rifle and
in others. serve and sweat for the main-
tenance of that hearth

Education

Are the young women now turned
out of our educational institutions of
the same excellence as of old ? I lack
competence to answer this question.
We know Jaffna cannot boast of a Vi-
jayalakshmi Pandit or Indra Gandhi
or a Karaikkal Ammayar. From what
we see, our modern girls need to be
saved {rom the malefic infiuences of
the cinema and weaned from the thirst
to read cheap, trashy productions. The
under-noted comments appearing in
“ The Inthusathanam ’ of 17-5-68 give
some food for thought:—

COLOITGRSTON DTG eurT S6iT (p %% (Giner

LIgGl ereiresr erotr mith, ermiQ@s, eréi
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Our modern girls whatever their
handicaps, can achieve the full dignity

2

s

of womanhood and go through life tri-
umphantly, if they would oaly practise
the art of self-discipline and yield not
to temptation. Courage to say “No”’
to wrong-things that constantly beset
their path, is a virtue that should be
cultivated by all. The highest type of
heroism is not the possession of the
nerve of the warrior facing the foé’
but the courage to face the daily prob-
lems of life, to oppose Wrong and to
uphold Right.

Education should therefore, no long-
er be thought of as the mere imparting
of book-knowledge to our girls — it
must take a new turn. The task of
the present day parent and teacher does
not lie in merely discovering and de-
veloping the productive talents, the vo-
cational and technical abilities of our
girls, but also in inculcating in them a
series of ideals with cultural and re-
ligious leanings, laying particular em-
phasis on our Puranas and Shastras, If
the pupils truly imbibe and assimilate
such teachings, they are likely to be.
come interested in the righteous way
of life.

Character.

Then our girls, however modern,
will be able to develop the clarity of
vision and strength of character need-
ed to shape their future and thereby
to reactivate our moribund Tamil
nation for dynamic self-help. It is said
that to change the character of a
generation, we must start work in the
class-room with the plastic minds of

young girls, whose potentialitics are
tremendous. Therefore the parents and

teachers have to take up the challenge
—the challenge of training our future
women and equipping them to bring
about a cultural and economic revival
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leading to the moral and spiritual re-
generation of yhe Tamil nation.

The Hindu Ladies’ College has
played its part with some credit in
the past and can look back with pride
on some of her Alumni now shining
in the teaching profession. Though
this College has now gone under state
control, we can conildently depend on
the present dynamic Principal and most
of the dutiful and devoted members of
her Staff to endeavour, dsspite the
restrictions placed by the Dept. of
Education, to implant their images on
their Shisyas, to shape their future
and to help them grow up in the true
tradition of the ideal Hindu woman
with a socund mind in .a sound body
and the stamp of strong character,
shining on them.

Congratulations

It is indeed a matter for jubilation
that the Hindu Ladies’ College inau-
gurated within the short space of a
tennis court with about a 100 pupils, in

‘He who learns from one occupied in

September 1943, should be now attain-
ing age — the age of maturity. Dure
ing this quarter century of her life,

she has grown to such an extent, that
her exuberant student population of
all ages total about 1250, and her

buildings and playing flelds cover an
extent of over 100 lachchams of valuable
land. I offer the College my heartiest
congratulations for reaching this mile-
stone of progress. May her torch of
learning and knowledge shed its peren-
nial Light far and wide for the eman-
cipation of the modern woman.

It is invigorating to hear regularly
the music of the College Anthem sung
in unison by over a thousand voices—the
melody floating in the ¢tmosphere and
reverberating throughout the neighbour-
hood. I wish the College a glorious
future and pray in Tennyson’s words:

“Let knowledge grow from more
to more
more of reverence in us
dwell,

And

learning,

drinks of a running stream; he who learns from one

who has

learned all he is to teach, drinks the green

mantle of the stagnant pool’.

s A. J A9C0[!.
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Remembered Yesterdays

by
Dr. K. KANAGARATN-M

It was in the year 1925. It was
about a year after I had qualified. We
had to wait about one and a half years
after qualifying to get a permanent
appointment. During the period of
waiting we were expected to take up
acting appointments for short periods
in any part of Ceylon at short notice
and were paid daily wages, at the rate
of Rs. 200/~ a month i. e., about Rs.
6/45 per day. Some of my collegues
were able to get acting appointments
more frequently than others, and in
stations with more advantages.

In June 1925, I was waiting in Co-
lombo without any acting appointment
for along time. Suddenly at about 3 p. m.
I was summoned by the Assistant Head
of our Department ( Asst. P. C. M. O.)
to his office; As soon as I went into
his room, his first question was * There
is cholera going on in Polonnaruwa,
will you go ? > I did not know whether
to say “yes” or ‘“no’’. Before I could
reply he said, ““You will have to go
today itself . Then with much hesita-
tion I said, “I don’t mind .

Those were days when young offi-
cers did not dare to start private prac-
tice. In my case 1 had an additional
difficulty. I had absolutely no resources
to launch on private practice. Almost
everyone looked for a postin Govern-
ment service and if one refused to go
on acting duty, he ran the risk of not
getting a permanemt appointment. The

rest of the instructions  followed,
“You have to report yourself im-
mediately to Dr. G. the Sanitary Com-
missioner. He will give you di-
rections. You will also have to collect
some drugs and equipment from the
Civil Medical Stores and catch the

mail train at 6-30 p. m. today .

T asked him, ¢ Have any arrange-
ments be:n made for my stay at Polonna-
ruwa? >’ and slap came his reply,  You
will have to make your own arrange-
ments”’. 1 reported myself to the Sani-
tary - Commissioner. His instructions
were “Go to the Civil Medical Stores
and collect the equipment and drugs
that you will have to take. Travel by
the night mail today. You will reach
Anuradhapura at about 1a.m. There
will be a bus to collect some constables
travelling by the same train, and pro-
ceeding to Polonnaruwa on cholera du-
ty. Go by that bus and report for
duty to Dr. C. In addition to
your remuneration, you will be paid
double subsistenve for the period. I
shall try to get risk allowance also’.
These offers did not tempt me, although
I needed money.

I went to the Civil Medical Stores,
collected the equipment and drugs and
got into the train like a condemned
prisoner. As to why they had picked on
me was worrying me a lot. There was
no escape. Somebody had to do that
job.
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I got down at Anutadhapura sta-
tion which was dark and gloomy. A
Police Inspector inquired for me. He
and I sat in the front seat of the bus
which jogged along without delay. It
halted at Habarana junction at about
3 or 4 a.m. There was a Rest House
on one side and a wayside tea-boutique
with a bottle lamp, on the other.
The Inspector invited me for a cup
of tea in that boutique. I warnsd him
about the danger of drinking tea in a

cholera—infected area, but h: was d»-
termined to have a cup. I followed
him and advised him to pour some

boiling water to fill the cup first and
then to flll the cup with boiling tea,
after emptying it of the water. He
followed my advice and took the tea
but I did not join him.

In the meantime, a message came
that the Government Agent of the Pro-
vince who was staying in the Rest
House, was also joining us in the bus.
He and I travelled in ths front seat.
After hearing that I was a Medical
Officer he asked me, °*Who is that
Dr. P who is at Polonnaruwa? ”.
I told him that hc was a celleague of
mine and that both of us were temporary
officers. Then came the next questions
*“Why do they send officers who have
no experience’’? I told him that we
were the only people whom they could
order as they like . Then the G. A,
said, < This Dr. P. has sent tele-
grams to the Colonial Secretary, the
P.C. M. O., the Provincial Surgeon
and to me that 32 contacts have bolted,
that he was having high fever and that
he could not cope with the situation. that
he (the G. A.) was at Polonnaruwa till
the previous evening and that he has now
been ordered by the Colonial Secretary
to be on the spot! It was only then that
I learnt something about the situation

T4

and why I had been eord:red to go
there.

At about 5-30 a. m. the G. A. was
dropped mnear the Polonnaruwa Rest
House. The Sergeant and eonstables got
down somewhere, which I learned later
was Polonnaruwa Town and I was taken
to the temporary railway station at Po-
tonnaruwa which was three miles away
from the town. Having dropped me, the
Inspector returned in the sams bus with-
out getting down.

The railway station was a wooden
building and there were a few more
wooden huts all round, and the place
was absolutely deserted. The Batticaloa—
Trincomalee Light Railway lines were
being laid and cholera was raging
amongst the labourers working on the
Minneriya Railway Bridge about seven
or eight miles away. Amongst them
there were several Island Reconvicted
Criminals, absconders from warrants, and
never-to-do-wells. Also there were some
Muslims from a village up the stream.
These Muslims had carried the
tion to this village.

infec-

jRvA

I had no place even to wash my
face. I waited patiently with my trunk.
At about 8 a,m. the Sanitary Com-
missioner Dr. G., Dr. C., M. O. H.
in  immediate charge of the
Cholera Campaign and M. O. H. Dr.
K. who had arrived recently from
England, arrived at the station from the
Rest House by car. In the meantime,
two Sanitary Inspectors, a Police Ser-
geant and a few constables also arrived,
A Dballast train came up to the platform
and the majority of wus got into the
guard‘s van. It took nearly two hours
for the the train to reach Minneriya.
When we jumped down from the train,
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my friend Dr. P. greeted me, :‘Hallo
Kanaks! I am glad you have come.
Now I can get away’’. ¢ What is the
situation here? ”’ I inquired and he said
“There is nothing wrong with me, ex-
ecpt that I have no place to stay and
I lLave nothing to eat. I drink
boiling plain tea without milk. 32 con-
tacts have bolted and the situation is
bound to get worse. The Preventive
side Doctors are staying in the Rest
House and I have to sleep on a ber-
rowed camp cot under the tree and
live on plain tea. You also send a
wire after a few days and get out of
the place. °‘Let the bosses on the Pre-
ventive side have a taste of the difficul-
ties we are facing’’.

In the meantime I saw morsz than
200 contacts all with anxious eyes and
four or five patients lying uncared for,
in what appeared to be shady places,
All of them were asked to get into
open carriages. The patients were
helped into a separate carriage which
was also exposed to the sun. While
this was going on, the Muslim Head-
man was questioned about conditiong
in his area. Atfirst he denied that anyone
had contracted cholera. Later he ad-
mitted that a couple of men had died but
he maintained that ail the others were
free from cholera. A Police Ser-
geant and a Sanitary Inspector were sent
with him to round wup all the people,
young and old, male and female and
bring them to the train without delay.
After a couple of hours, some child-
dren, a few young girls and boys,
many old women and some men
were brought. The women appeared
to be 1too old to be the mothers
of the children who were there but the
Headman insisted that there were no
more males er females in the villlage.

Dr. C. wanted the Headman to go
with him to look round again and after
going about hundred yards into the
jungle, he made use of the heavy
walking stick that he had, on the Head-
man who howled and confessed that
there were some youang females and
males. The Headman was sent again
with more officers and this time every-
one in the village was brought and
the train started moving at about
4P, M. In the meantime, all the people
in the train were without food or water.
The Senior officers had bottles of lime
juice which  they had  brought
from the Rest House.

Once we reached Polonnaruwa Sta-
tion, all of us had to walk one and
a half miles to reach the mnew camp
which was almost midway between the

Railway Station and the town. The
patients were taken in Thand-drawn
iron carts, meant to transport metal.

The road was onlv a cart track, with
huge ruts and roots of trees on the way.
We marched along the cart track like g
funeral procession.

The new camp consisted ofa cad-
jan hut by the road meant for the
Police and four or five more large open
huts for contacts and patients. The
roofing was not complete in two of
the huts as the labourers who were
working. had run away, when they heard
that the patients were already on their
way. The Camp was surrounded by
thick forest.

Once we reached the camp, the con-
tacts and patients felt relieved that they
had come to a place where they coald
rest and they were hoping to oot some-
thing by way of food and drink. There
was faint moonlight to guide every.
body and a few lanterns.

The big bosses got into
moved te the Rest

car.

and Houses
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Dr. P. also went with them and pro-
ceeded to Colombo the mnext day.

Dr. C. and I were the only
ones left on the road. He told me;
< Doctor!. you are going to be in charge
of the Camp. You will have to
here day and night and see that the
contacts do not bolt . ““Where am 1
going to stay?” I asked him. < Why
Doctor, there is a tent on the other side
of the road. You can stay there”, hs
said. I looked round and saw a teng
which was open on all sides. There
was no furniture of any kind, not
even a chair. ¢ How can I stay in
that open tent with wild animals all
round?” I asked him. < Don’t be
afraid Doctor. There is a Police force
close by and they will protect you’,
he said. ¢ What about my meals?” I
asked him. < Well, you will have to
get a servant and get your meals
cooked > he said. “I have no uten-
sils of any kind and secondly, how
can I get my meals prepared here with
cholera right in front of me”’? I asked
bim. “Don’t be afraid of cholera,
Doctor. With a little ordinary hygiene
you should be quite safe”, he said.

stas

“Well, Doctor C. You and
I may know something about ordi-
nary hygiene but I do not expect a
servant from this area to kaow any-
thing about hygiene. It was only late.
ly that I considered life worth living
and I am not prepared to stay here
or work here under these conditions”,
I said. Again he said, “ Well Doctor,
you will have to stay here”. ‘“Ihave
told you once and I am telling you
again that I am not going to stay here
anymore ', I said.

Heartless man that he was, he left
me standing alone in the dark, got

into the car and went to the Rest
House. I had not taken even a sip of
water since the previous night. It was
over 24 hours. BEven if I had agreed
to stay in that tent, I would have
had to lie on mnaked grass and stones,
with nothing to eat or drink. Just
then another Dr. P. who was
Medical Offi Railway Extensions,
stationed at Polonnaruwa, appeared be-
fore me and said, ‘I was just listen-
ing to your heated arguments. That
is the way with these Preventive side
fellows. You come and stay with me ™.
I felt like falling at his fect and wor-
shipping him. T shed a few tearsand
followed him again on foot to his
wooden hut near the Railway Station.
The meal consisted of white rice, fried
dried fish and snake—gourd curry. 1
had never takan dried fish in my life.
1 shared his dinner and got into bed.
I never enjoyed a better meal or slept
more soundly.

cer

1 woke up early in the morning. I
wanted to rush up to the camp, first
because there were patients for whom
I had to do what [ could and second-
ly 1 was afraid that Dr. C. might ruin my
chances of getting a permanent ap-
pointment. [ had a plain cup of tea
before leaving for the camp. When I
got there, it was in a terrible turmoil. The
contacts were up in arms threatening
to kill anybody who attempted to
stop them from getting out. The sergeant
was one who had retired from the Police
force. The constables were temporary,
raw recruits selected only for this duty.
They were afraid to stop them. Then
1 went to the Police and told them. “Here
the Doctor has come. Tell him your com-
plaints . A few of them came rushing
towards me and many others were
following them. Their main grievance
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wasthatthey had had nothing to quench

their thigst withy fuom [0 a M= the previous:
day when/they had been put’into the bal--
The Police . managed: to get a:

[ast train...
few-« cts of water
from-a hall dry rivulet,

for “themselves
~about. half a

mile” away. A few of the contacts also.

managed, to' get'a drink of water from
them, but ‘the contacts were rightly
stopped . from gmng to the stream.

I thought my end was near and I

was going to die of assault in the cho-.

lera camp., I appealed to  them ‘and
said, “I have been with you, without
food or drink the whole of. yesterday
and now I am coming from the Rail-
way bXtCB\IOI} Doctor’s house The
Officers who. are. 1esponsxble for the sup-
ply of food and. drmk to you are all
in the Rest House ’ e

They reali sed my difﬁcuity and
then they shouted for the blood of

Doctors G. and C. They. sucwhd
me two cases of cholera thit ~were
dying. It~ was obvious that they -

were d’ihg oi ﬂinst
Police to give. some \water to all the
patlemb and ran, towards the Rest House
in search of the bosscs ‘On the way
I met them coming by car and apprlq-

ed them of the difficult - smntlon We
all went in ‘the car back to’ town. to
the D. K. O's house because’ ‘he had

momred ‘to supply water “to the canip,”
He was the Rajah of - ‘the placé:
When Dr. C. complalned that

«“y ordered two men - to * supi‘ﬂ’y
water. If they hme not supplied it yet,
there is mnothing more that I can do:
They are afraid” of cholela 'We
traced 01r way . back to the camP
and on the way D1 C' orderd a bull
that was tetheled on the road s1de ‘to
be takerr to the camp.. TemiLed

T “ordered the'

th_,erg':
was no water in the ca*np, he‘_replied,; -

Dr. C. was greeted with a lot
of abuse-as he went -into the camp. By
this ‘time one patient had died. We
had to take steps 10 keep flies away
from the dead body :and: his mat and
clothes were burnt immediately.

ordered & large galva-
tank from the Railway
Water was brought

Dr.oC.
nised water
Extension -Service.

in barrels, fixed on carts, and drawn by
the bull referred to above, stored in
the biz tank, chlorinated and distri-

buted to us after 1 p.m, Till then,
the people had to suffer. In the mean-
time, another patiznt had died. Delay
in burying = the corpse caused great
anxiety. The only two- laboureis avai-
lable “were occupied in- bringing water.
Arrack was obtained .-from the town
and given to some  of the contacts,
who were willing to :dig .graves. The
ground was very hard and rocky. Only
one body was buried that night and
the other one the mnext day. There
were a few more patients in the camp
‘and' there was the possibility that some
contacts. might develop -the disease.
Therefore I decided to have some more
pits_ ready. T supplied the arrack and
had three more pits ready in two days.
Telegrams - were sent” to the higher
authorities that I was planning to bury

patients alive. Fortunately there were
no deatls dffex that and nO Mmore new

cases.

T the meantime, trenches were cut
in different ‘places for wuse as latrines-
Here again arrack had te be supplied,
bfef’d're the. worki was done.

“Raw provxsxons and .cooking uten-
sﬂs were supphed at about 1 p. m. and
the contacts formed themselves into
groups -and cooked: their meals. They
- had their first mealsat; about 6 p. m.
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My programme was to go to the
camp early in the morning at about 6-30
go home for noon meals at about 1-30p. m.
and return to camp at about 3 p,m.
and then go home again at about 9 p. m,
As usual, one day I was going home
from the camp at about 9 p.m. with a
Sanitary Inspector and a constable.
We had not gone 50 yards, when we
heard a terrible rumbling in the forest,
as if clephants were approaching us.
We were badly scared. We did not
know in which direction we should run.
Before we could identify the noise,
a huge wildboar rushed across the road
right in  front of ws. Our mentaj
state could be better imagined than
described!

My morning meal was kiribath with
sambol, without onions, my noon
meal was dried fish and snake—gourd
every day and I had the same thing for
dinner too. Water for our wooden bunga-
low was supplied in a barrel once in
about four days from a well which
was about a quarter mile away. We
had to be very economical with it, in
spite of the hot weather, and my being
in full suit for a about 15 hours a day and
walking over a six miles daily. I slept
on a bed without a mosquito net, with
mosquitoes singing around me in hun-
dreds and the doors and windows
tightly shut. To avoid the mosquitoes
1 had to cover myself from head to
foot with a coverlet, and expose my
nostrils every few moments for a spot
of fresh air. This went on right through-
out the night during my whole stay
there.

Within a few days the contacts and
I had become very friendly and so was
the  relationship  between Dr. C.

and myself because work was going on
very smoothly and satisfactorily.

There were cases of cholera in
areas even fifty to sixty miles away
and the contacts were brought to this
camp. The contacts had got used to
camp life. They had no alternative.
Once we were satisfied that there were
no carriers amongst the contacts, the
camp was closed after about seven
weeks,

I left Polonnaruwa after expressing
my sincere gratitude to my very kind

host, Dr. P.
It was the practice during those
acting days to submit a voucher for

remuneration for the number of days
one worked. T therefore submitted a
voucher at the rate of about Rs. 6/45 a
day and claimed double subsistence
i.e., Rs.14/— per day. This claim
had to be certified by the Sanitary
Commissioner who promised to get
double subsistence and risk allowance
for me. He minuted on my vouchers
“This officer is mnot entitled to any
subsistence or risk allowance”. 1 in-
terviewed him, but with no benefit.
He spoke as if he had never seen e be-
fore. After this I was more conviuced
that the officers of the Preventive
Section sacrificed officers of the Curative
section without compensation.  The
result is they have not been able to
get the full cooperition and loyalty
of the Curative officers, although they
have manoeuvred and managed to have
the top posts for over forty years.
Curative Officers did their duty pro-
perly because they considered it their

33



duty and not out of any loyalty to the
administration.

Test I create a wrong impression
in the minds of the readers, I must
state that if it had not been for Dr. C.
that epidemic would have wiped out
half the population, and that Dr. C.
was one of the few Government
Officers of all time who earned
his salary, and that he is the archi-

tect of the existing high standard of the
Preventive health service in Ceylon.

About a year after the epidemic,
he saw me twice and offerred to get
me a scholarship to study Public Health
in Harvard University and promised
oreat things for me for the future I
refused his kind help for obvious
reasons and I am not serry, evea today,

for having done it.

" One of the qualities that most clearly distin.
guishes a civilised man from a savage is a sense of

humour; and the sense of humour,in the last analysis,
is nothing but a highly developed sense of wvalues.

rn

—Clive Fell,



Work Experience in Schools

by

Mrs. P. SIVAGURUNATHAN Sec. Trd. 1st Class

A Country’s youth constitates its
greatest asset. They are the inheritors
of the future It is, therefore, appro-
priate that the seeds for advancement
and development of a country should
be sown in the fertile minds of pro-
mising youths. There are nearly three
million school children now. The work
experience programme for schoolswhich
was launched in 1967, represents a sig-
nificant change in the educational po-
licy designed to influence radically, the
attitude of the youth and the whole
community. It may be said that this
new idea in Education has made the
youth respond admirably to the challengs
of development and advancement.
Above all, it has taught them the dignity
of labour and it has enshrined this con-
cept in the scheme of general education,

The importance given to the role of

students in the present food-drive of
the country, can be seen by the personal
interest taken by no other person than the
Prime Minister himself, in organising
rallies of students at the Independence
Square, Colombo and saluting them for
their selfless labour and sense of patrio-
tism. The motto of the Student Govi
Rajah at the last AIll Island School
Work Experience programme inaugurat-
ed by the Prime Minist r in June 1958
was, “‘Let my effort t\)d,a.y b' of ser-
vice to the progress of my Motherlind
whilit bznefl in my Educ.tion
Tais is a motto wortny emulation
by every student. It is estimated that
the total extent of paddy land weeded

of

by the school chidren is about 170,000
acres.

One may well ask the question
whether girl-students could successfuljy

undertake and complete any work ex-
their male

perience programme like
counterparts. In the school-weeding
campaign, the tender hands of the

girls have been preferred to those of
the boys In fact, the weeding of paddy
fields has long come to be recognised
as the work of woman. In ths larger
context. one will not be wrong in say-
ing that there is no item of work de-
signed for economic development and

social progress of the country, which
is the exclusive domain of men
only. It will be seen thata good num-

ber of women not being content only
in engaging themselves in traditional
pursuits like cookery, sewing, embroidery
work, weaving etc., have successfully
ventured into the realms of labour which
were originally thought to be the pre-
serves of men. So work experi-
ence programmes have the same effect
and influence on girls as on boys. The
part played by the girls in the recent
Work Experience Programmes and the
success achieved therefrom, has been
very si:nificant.

implems=n-
in schools

No doubt the successful
tation of work experience
depends on th: resouw:
nation, vision and pz. riotism of th:
teachers to whose care and guidance
the young ones are entrusted, As tea-
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chers, we are fully aware of the res-
ponsibilities devolving on us with the
changes brought about in educa-
tional policy. We realise that our en-
deavours are not to be confined only
within' the four walls of the school. We
have to ensure that the results of our
labour in the classrcom ulfimately
transcend to the community at large.
With the change brought about in
educational policy and the cmphasis
placed on technical-bias in instruction
in schools, the student has to be mads
to feel that the work he does, what-
ever type # be, brings no disgrace on
him, bat on the other hand, honours him
and makes him free. The concept of dig-
nity of labour has to be translated
into practice in the school itself and
the students should be made to feel
proud of the results of their labour
Work Experience, in short, helps us to
achieve this. Ceylon is siill aland of
unlimited opportunities, and our role
is to guide and help the students to
equip themselves to undertake any type
of work.

Just a few words on the
part played by the students
Hindu Ladies’® College in- this useful
experiment. They participated on two
occasions in the weeding of paddy fields
in the Parachcheri area at Oddumadam,
Jaffna. The cheerful and admirable

modest
of the

‘On earth the broken arcs; in

round’.

8]

manner in which the students under.
took this task and successfully complet-
ed the work was praised by the owners
of the fields, from whom again, tnere
was a demand for their services. An
extent of 150 lachams was weeded. A
batch of students were taken to the
Tinnevely Farm, where they helped in
the harvesting of ripe chillies, onions
and in the transplanting of Bombay
onion scedlings in the vicinity of the
Farm. On several occasions the student-
displayed much enthusiasm in under-
taking a cleaning campaign of the Col-
lege premises. In fact. the College
premises are always kept clean — thanks
to the vigorous response of our students.
A plot of land in the school compound
has since been fenced and the land is
being prepared to serve as a school
garden. The object is to cultivate on
a miniature scale, all subsidiary food
crops used for our consumption.

Ceylon is primarily an agricultural
country. Peasants are the backbone of
the nation. They produce the food to
feed the nation. The present emphasis
on Work Experience and “food drive ™
in the general scheme of education is,
therefore, a step in the right
direction and we, on our part
pledge our whole hearted co-operation
and support towards the successful
realisation of these concepts.

heaven, the perisct

—~R. Browning



« Sivaneri Kavalar’

* T. Muthusamypillai

B-rrister-at-Law

by

KARAI THAMBY SOMASUNDARAM

Mr. Thambiahpillai Muttusamypillai
was one of the sonsof Thambiahpillii
and Sivakamypillai of Vannarponnai,
Jaffna. His father Thambiahpiliai was
a practising Proctor. He was a direct
descendant of the famous Ulagukavala
Mudaliar, and his mother, Sivakamy-
pillai was the daughter of Muthusamy=-
pillai a brother of Malavarayar  of
Puthur. Mr. & Mrs. Thambiahpiliai had
four children. Dr. Nallainathan, M. R.
C.S. (Eng.) L.R.C. P. (Lond ), Mr.
Muthusamypillai, Barrister-at-Law, Mr.
Sivapragasapillai, B. Sc. (Lond.) B. Sc.
Hons. (Lond ), A.M. L. C. E, retired
Harbour Engineer, now Reader in Civil
Engineering, University of Ceylon and
Mrs. Nallanayakiammah Thamotheram-
pillai.

Having been born in 1902 in a
very affluent family, Mr Muthusamypil-
lai received the best possible educatlon
and chose to follow the legal profes-
sion having enrolled himself as an Ad-
vocate of the Supreme Court of the
Island of Ceylon in the year 1928 H:
chose to practise his profession in Jaffna
and soon was attracted by the leader
of the Jaffna Bar, Mr. A. V. Kulasin-
gham.

Mr. Muthusamypillai had a very
lucrative practice from the very start,
He had a good grasp of the legal
principles applicable to the various
cystems of law prevailing in Ceylon.

He was appointed Crown Advocate,
Jaffna in succession to his Guru at the
Bar. Mr. Advocate Kulasingham, which
appointment he held till 196+  He
rractised his profession till his death
in July this year.

He has acted for the Distriet
Judge of Jaffna on numerous occasions
and proved himse!f worthy of the office,

by acting fearlessly and impartially
and with acceptance to everybody.
Had Mr. Muthusamypillai accepted
a post in the Ceylon Judicial  Ser-

vice he would have, no doubt endeed
his career as a Judge of the Suprems
Court of the Island of Ceylon.

Mr. Muthusamypillai was a cons-
cientious worker, and had integrity
and honesty, and all the qualities
which made him a great lawyer. I have
known the late Mr. Muthusamypillai,
for a mnumber of years and have
appeared as a junior under him,
and also against him It wasa pleasure
in either case. He treated his oppo-
nents with magnanimity, while at the
same time fighting for the rights of
his clients.

It is not enly as an Advocate of
great calibre that Ceylon and especially
the Tamils, havz lost in the person of
the late Mr. Muthusamypillai, we have
lost a great social worker, an educa-
tionist and a religious worker.
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The late Mr. Muthusamypillai inte-
rested himself in the educational affairs
of the people of Jaffna fora number
of years. He was the Secretary, and
later, Manager of the Jaffna Hin fa
Colleges. As Manager he was respon=
sible for the establishment of Jaffna
Hindu Lidies’ College.

While being engaged in the educa-
tional affairs of the student population
in Jaffna, he found that there was
not omne single Saiva Educational Insti-
tution dn  Jaffna  Town for the
~ Saiva girls of Jaffna to receive their
education at; in their own religious en=
vironment. To start with, he made
arrangements to admit Saiva Tami]
girls to Jaffna Hindu College,

Then, wlth the help of the leading
people of Jaffna, especially with the
help of R Sivagurunathar, Proctor § C.
& Notary Public and sometime Chair-
man of the Jaffna Urban Council and
Mrs. Visalatchyammah Sivag urunathar,
he established what is now one of the
leading girls’ Colleges in Jaffna, Jafina
Hinda Ladies’ College.

Mr. & Mrs. Sivagurunathar donated
a piece of land in extent about forty
lachchams (two and a half acres ) now
worth several lakhs of rupees, for the
establishment of the Hindu Ladies’
College. The College authorities are
grateful for the magnificent gift, and
and are showing their gratitude to
Mr. & Mrs Sivagurunathar by perform-
ing at the expense, of this College a
festival at the Saddanathar Temple at
Nallur, which is Mrs. Visalatchyammah’s
family temple, of which Mr. Muthu-
samypillai was the Manager.

The Saddanatha Temple referred
to above, was built in 950 A. D. for
the Royal family, and was restored and

~
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renovated in 1854 by Thambiahpillai,
great grand father of the late Mr.,
Muthusamypillai. His son Dr. Sivapra-
gasapillai erected a ‘Samathy” in
clese proximity to the Saddamathar
Temple and constructed a madam
ealled “ Srimath Ambalavana Seeniva-
sagam Thambiahpillai Tri ¢lacga Va-
¥il in 1890, and provided funds for
the performance of the Gurupooja of
his father. This madam is of rare
architectural beauty, and contains an
underground cellar, and is often mis-
taken for the Royal Palace at Nallur.

Having establishad the Jaffna Hindu
Ladies’ College as a sister College to
the Jaffna Hindu Boys’ College, the
late Mr. Muthusamypillai did everything
possible to make it an up-to-date Col-
lege, primarily for Hindu girls, and
was proud and happy to see that it
became the le:ding Hindu Girls® Col-
lege in Jaffna. This College isa mo-
nument to the memory of the laite
Mr. Muthusamypillai.

One cannot write about Mr. Muthu-
samypillai without referring to his reli-
gious activities, and longstandiug as-
sociation with the Jaffna Saiva Paripalana
Sabai, of which he was President for
twelve long years, up to the time of
his death. He interested himself in
the study of Religion and learnt the
Sanskrit language to study the Vedas
and Agamas in the original. His
knowledge of the Saiva relicion in-
creased with the advance of aze and
towards the latter part of his life, he
could address any religious body on
any Saiva religious subject with sut any
preparation wuatsoever. He was also
the Editor of the Hindu worszan His
Editorials were forthright and fearl.ss

In recognition of his services to
the Saiva Religion, the head of the
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Mathurai Thirugnanasambanda Athee-
nam conferred him the title of ¢ &
Gpid mTaued ' ( Sivaneri Kavalar)
i. e, Protector of the Saiva Religion.

Besides being interested in social,
religious and  educational  affairs
he was also interested in sport,

and physical culture. He was an able
horseman, a keen rider and owned a
fine arab. His interest in physical cul-
ture was so great that he was known as
¢ Sandow Muthusamypiliai .

Mr. Muthusamypillai was a person
who travelled far and wide. He had
visited India several times, and also
Malaysia and England and Lurope.
While in England in 1960, he was
called to the English Bar and became
a member of Gray’s Inn.

Mr. Muthusamypillai was a vegeta-
rian and a teetotaller. He was inte-
rested in farming. I can still remember

seeing  Mr. Muthusamypillai  walking
along the paddy fields clad in Verti
into which he changed on his way

home, after appearing in the Point Pedro
or Chavakachcheri Courts,

Mr. Muthusamypillai married his
cousin Thillaiammah, daughter of Aru-

nasalapillai Chellappapillai, retired Sub
Collector of Customs. They were
blessed with an only daughter, Manon-
many, who married Mr. K. E. Kathir-
gamalingam, B. A., L.L.B. (Lond.)
who is now the Crown Advocate of
Jaffna.

Firmness, perseverance, patience,
coolness and forbearance are some of
the qualities of his mind which one
would not have failed to observe in the
late Mr. Muthusamypiliai. He was a lead-
er, an able general and yet he was gentle
and full of compassion, an idealist and
a dreamer. He was also a man of action
and a leader of men who roused the
passionate loyalty of his fellows. He
tolerated the views held by others.
His toleration of views went so far as
to anger some of the more orthodox
Saivaites. In all his public activities,
he never put his private interest in
opposition to public good.

Mr. Muthusamypillai did not inte-
rest himself too much in politics and
did not enter party politics. He had
too homnest a head, too independent a
mind, ‘ too brilliant talents to be sin-
cerely and confidently trusted by any
man who is under the domination of
party maxims or party feelings.”

g i e bty

“Every language is a temple, in which the soul of
those who speak it is enshrined.’’

-—Q. W. Holmes.



#1t is a mistake to look too far ahead. Only one
link in the chain of destiny can be handled at a
time''.

— Winston Churchill.

40



. \n Memoriam

Mr. T. Muthusamypillai
(BAR-AT=LAW)
Jaffna Hindu College Board.

former Manager,



- Memoriam

Mrs. S. Kanagaratnan
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CHIEF GUESTS AT Ofti SPORTS

Mr. S, Thambithura:
{ District Judge?

My, §S. Grnanasegarem
{ Chiek Edueation Officer

vs g g

Mr. M. J. Perera
{ Diractor (seneral of Education )
Mrs., R. K. Navaratnam
{ Bducation OFfficer)

=

Mr. J. M. Sabaratnam
(Addl. G. A)
D ¥ T. Pasupstay

Mz, R. P. Nadarajah
{ Manager, Bank of Cayloa)
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STUDENTS' SECTION

Metals and Alloys

When we turn a faucet the first thing
in the morning in order to wash, we
are making use of a metal. We use
a metal spoon, knife and fork to eat
our breakfast which has been cooked
in metal pans. We go to school by
car, by bus or on a bike. These too
are made of metal. Our electric lights,
telephones, and Radio are all complex
webs of metal. Our house is put together
with steel nails, and our school build-
ing may have a skeleton of steel. Air
conditioning, heating and refrigeration
are among many other important mod-
ern uses of metals: At night, we go
to bed on mattresses supported by
metal springs. Even our coins, from
pennies to silver dollars are made of
metal. There is no doubt that metals
build- the world of today. The furna-
ces of every civilised country, work
around the «clock. They produce
enough metals to supply our huge and
varied demands. Industry has invent-
ed many ways to make these contribu-
tions to good living. Few of us re-
member when we bless the existence

of a radio, that it is the product of
metals.

Among the many metals few are of
any commercial importance, but these
““ every day metals >’ have become very
important in our modern world. Prac-
tically all commercial products are
alloys because metals are seldom used
commercially in their pure state. When
a metal cannot be directly wused it is
alloyed with other metals to give strength.
Therefore more than pure elements,
alloys play an important part in our
every-day life.

in Every Day Life

Aluminium is the most important
metal and it is known to be the key
metal of modern life. The price of
aluminium is about 15 cts a pound.
This low price has opened up vast new
fields for the commercial utilization of
the metal. One of its applications is
in the air — plane industry. Alloys of
alumininium duralumin and magnati-
um are used, and the air plane motor
itse!f has been lightened considerably
by the use of these light aluminium
alloys. It is an ideal material {for
kitchen utensils, because of its lightness
and freedom from tarnish, corrosion
etc. :

Copper is an enduring red metal.
As we can see, an amazing fact about
copper is that, it will not rust. Be-
cause of that, copper has today become
the preferred metal for hot and cold

water pipes. Industry today makes
wide use of this metal in countless
ways. Copper is used in the manu-

facture of telephones and telegraph ins.
truments. The vast net work of wires
that makes up our communication sys-
tem is copper wire. Radio equipment
and the electrical circuits of automo-
biles, air planes, trains and other ve-
hicles, all need copper in their manu-
facture. Thus we see that copper has
mads possible the electrical age. It
has in addition, given us so many use-
ful alloys that we might almost credit
it with creating an age of alloys. Bronze
for a time replaced its parent as the
metal monarch of the world, Bronze
itself was finally crowded into a minog
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role in the drama of metallurgy by a
later arrival on the scene — Iron.

Primitive man found that iron
which came to him in a strange way,
could be hammered and worked on,
just as he had worked with gold,
silver and copper. It seemed to
come as a gift from above. In fact it
was called ° the metal from heaven.”
Almost every type of industrial acti-
vity in our modern machine age is de-
pendent in omne way or another, on
iron and steel so that the presentage
is sometimes called the Iron—Age. The
construction of huge bridges, and a
great many buildings are all made pos-
sible by this metal, iron. The creation
of a thousand kinds of machines on
which the productive capacity of our
farms and factories depend, probably
would not have been possible if iron
were not one of the * every day me-
tals 2. Today, steel, the off-spring of
iron, is the undisputed king of metals
and it has contributed much to the
progress of our modern world. With-
out the development of steel the face
of the world today would look very
much the same as it did in the middle

of the 1800’s.

It is very fortunate that the scien-
tists discovered zinc when they dis-
covered iron. Zinc is used to protect
iron from its mortal enemy ° rust’’.
Zinc also goes into the formaticn of
many alloys such as Bronze, Copper
coil and German Silver.

Silver is used for making coins and
jewellery. It is also wused as a
coating on  silver plated articless
such as spoons and forks. Since
silver is  too soft for ordinary
use it is wusually alloyed with other
metals. The so called solid silver used
for making silver articles, contains a
certain amount of copper which increases
its hardness. Gold is also another
metal which is used in jewellery and
it has been known and prized, since
almost the beginning of our civilization.
Since the pure metal is too soft, it is
usually alloyed with other metals. Do
you wear a gold ring? That too is
no doubt an alloy even though we call
it © solid gold ’>. Man, as he has done
during his long history, has used his
intelligence to improve his mode of life.
The advances he has made in the pro-
duction of metals are part of his un-
ending struggle. In today’s swift mov-
ing age, our civilization depends, not
only on power itself, but on the efficient
harnessing of power. Ia order to con-
trol the vast forces which we must
have, to keep our world running, it iS
absolutely essential to use many diffe-
rent metals and their alloys. 1 am
sure that each of us can enumerate
dozens of products in daily use which
would not have been available, if these
metals had not been discovered.

Ariasihamany Ariaputhiran
Grade 12 Science

o s e

A father says his teen-age son took a job - apti-
tude test and was found to be best suited for retire-

ment.
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Our Visit to Anuradhapura

That day! we can’t forget that in
our life-time. Oa 18th November of
this year, all of us gathered at the
Jaffna Railway Station before 6-00 A. M.
When the Yal-devi left the station,
we enjoved ourselves during the jour-
ney with our teachers, Mrs Jebaratna-
rajah, Mrs. Jeganathan, Mrs. Nagarat-
nam. Mrys. Saichithananda, Miss. V. Na-
darajah, Miss. Selvanayagam, and Miss.

Valiipuram. We sang many songs
in the train. We travelled to Anura-
dhapura through the forest. Many

beautiful scenes could se>n through the
windows of the compartments.

We reached Anuradhapura at 10-15
A. M We left the station and got
into the bus which was waiting for us.

First we went to Mihintale, seven
miles away from Anuradhapura. It isa
holy place for the Buddhists. Here
Mahinda met the king of Lanka, Deva-
nampiya [issa and taught him the Bu-
dha Dharma. Mahinda’s first sermon
on the Buddha Dharma was delivered
here on a rock. After that the Ceylo-
nese became Buddhists and they ad-
vanced in their culture and civilization.
We saw the place where Mahinda and
Devanampiya Tissa met, Mahinda’s bed,
Mahinda’s foot-print, the Naga Pokuna
and the Kantaka Chetiya; we also saw
the statues of Lord Buddha and King
Devanampiya Tissa. The statues of
Buddha are modelled very clearly and
beautifully. There is a chetiya which
is called ¢ Mahinda Chetiya.’* It con-
tains a relic of Mahinda and his beg-
ging Bowl. The Archaeological De-
partment is renovating this Chetiya.

After we had seen Mihintale, we
went to the circuit bungalow. There
we had a sumptuous lunch and rested
for a short while.

At 3 p. m. we set forth to see the
sacred Bo-Tree, Maha-Vihare and the
Brazen Palace. About two thousand
years ago, King Asoka’s daughter Sanga-
mitta brought a branch of the Bo-
Tree from Buddha Gaya and handed
it to Devanampiya Tissa. He planted
it in a garden which was called <“Maha
Megha Vana’. This tree is still there:
It is a holy tree for the Buddhists
because Lord Buddha attained nirvana
under this tree in Buddha Gaya. We
worshipped this tree with devotion.
Maha Vihare was constructed by Deva-
nampiya Tissa in the 1st Century B.C.
and the Brazen Place was built by
King Duttu Gemunu in the 2nd cen-
tury A. D. Then we went to the
Museum. We saw the excavated anti-
quities in the museum, like ancient tools
used by our ancestors, coins of the Cho-
las, Pandyas and other Kings, statues of
divine beings such as Buddha, Vishnu,
Ganapathy, Parwathy, and Nadarajah,
jewels and the things used by Kings.

After that we went to see the
Thuparama Dagoba and the Ruanveli
Seya. The Thuparama was built
by Devanampiya Tissa, and the Ruan-
veli Seya was constructed by Duttu
Gemunu. There are many statues of
Lord Buddha and the statues of Eliala
and Dutu Gemunu too are found there.
The Ruanveli Seya is a hug‘?
building. Then we went on to Isurumuni
Vihara. On our way to Isurumuni, we
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saw the Miriswetiya Vihara, Jetawana-
rama Dagoba, the twin ponds which
were used by kings.and . queens. for
bathing and the Malvatu Oya. The
Malvatu Oya is a river of historical
1mportance : -

At las’t W_c reached Isurumuni Vihara,
It was constructed by
Tissa. There are many statuss which
illustrate the story of Lord Buddha’s
life.
a pair of lovers have been . carved on
a rock very beautifully. There is a pond
near by which adds to the beauty - of this
Vihara.: We climbed up the embankment
of Tissa: Wewa, near by.  This wewa was
built by Deévanampiya Tissa, It is a large
tank and ‘it was also the first tank to

A Falhers ()bservanon

Devanampiya

The figures of a horse, man and

be built néar the Malvatu Oya. There
is great peace and - beauty near this
hallowed spot.

After seeing all this, we returned
to. the Railway Station justin time to
catch the Yal Devi which comes at
5-50 p. m. We got into the train and
returned to Jaffna.

We have to thank our teachers
especially Mrs. Satchithananda, for en-
abling us to go to Anuradhapura. This
excursion has helped to increase our
knowledge of history. What a happy
day it was! gt

Shanthini Nadarajah
G CF A/L Iind Year (Arts)

Teen agers are also- parent agers 5



Space

The launching of Sputnik I on 4th
October 1957, marked man’s entry in-
to the Space Age. By the end of 1962
more than one hundred and forty satel-
lites had been placed in orbit around
the earth and more than a dozen
space-probes launched. It is unlikely
that the challenges of the Space Age
would have met with vigorous response,
had it not been for certain considera-
tions. Rightly or wrongly the space
achievements of countries are suggestive
of scientific and technological status
and a nation’s missile capabilities are
demonstrated with the launching of
every spaceship. The international
publicity attendant on space achieve-
ments, which capture the public ima-
gination, has undoubtedly been the
stimulus for major space efforts.

Man’s first flight into space oc-
curred on the morning of 12th April,
1961, when a Soviet satellite carried
Major Yuri A. Gagarin in a single re-
volution around the earth. The flight
lasted one hundred and eight minutes
and a descent was probably made by
a parachute.

Less than afmonth later, Command-
er Allan B. Sheppard was carrried in a
space ship that was launched by the
United States. This capsule attained
a maximum height of one hundred and
sixteen miles and was retrieved in the
Atlantic ocean, a few miles away from
the place fixed upon by the scientists
who had made the flight possible.

Man’s entry in to space became a
reality only with Yuri Gagarin’s flight.

Travel

At the begining of the century it was
thought of only in science fiction. In
1860 there appeared several works of
fiction, each of them introducing a new
idea to explore space. The best known
of these books is Jules Verne’s ““De la
terre a la lune” ( From the Earth to
to the Moon. )

But when Russia sent its Sputnik I,
scientists began to toy with the idea of
sending man on a space dight. The
poor dog “Laika” died in space. It
was the first martyr to space travel and
it was sent in Sputnik IL

When Russia, th: pioneer in space
flight began to send its Luniks, one of
which was able to photograph the
moon’s side, which we on earth have
never seen, space flight appeared poss
sible. On the day that ° Khruschev’
landed in America, Russian scientistg
managed to strike the moon with a
space rocket. But then it was believed
that it would take more than a decads
to solve the problem of man’s re-entry
into the world.

In 1960 Russian scientists launched
yet another space ship that carried in
it two dogs and later it was reported
that this space ship was burnt on irs
way back to the earth. The Ameri-
cans launched a satellite on 1lth De-
cember 1960, that contained human
tissues and the capsule was collected
in mid-air, near Hawaii, on 1lth De-
cember,

It was the Russian scientists who
solved the problem of re-entry into the
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earth when they successfully brought
back two dogs. The world now knew
that man’s entry into space was only
a matter of months. When the Rus-
sians first announced Gagarin’s feat,
the whole world was astonished. The
short flight of the American, Major
Sheppard is not a very great achieve-
ment, compared with that of Gagarin’s.
But the subsequent success of Major
Glenn has put America back again on
the map of space-travel.

Placing a space ship in orbit is
an engineering feat. But three hundred
years ago, Newton’s laws of motion pro-
vided us with the basic idea. Mewton
himself had demonstrated how a space
body might be placed in orbit around
the world. Theoretically, everything in
the universe pulls a moving body. But

practically, we may say that the only
pulls are those of the earth, sun and
the moon. To overcome these pulls,
a space body must be charged with
power. Thus the, ““building” of these
space ships costs more than a million
dollars, annually.

Our moon is an appropriate object
for study. It is the nearest heavenly
body and its outer layer is weathered
by an atmosphere like that of the earth,
so that clues to the history of both
the earth and moon may lie in them.

With man’s major efforts, the
time may come when we will land on
the moon and settle there, if it is
habitable.

Nirmala Sabareinam
G C.E 4/L Sc.

The way some people find fault you'd think there

was a reward.
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The Value of Education

Education is not an end, but a
means to an end. Education is an
invaluable training that develops the
minds of the people. It helps us to
learn manners, and self discipline,
and makes us fit for society. It also
moulds the character of men and wo-
men from childhood and enables them
to be good and useful citizens.

Education is imparted to people in
order to enabie them to acquire know-
ledge and gain culture. 1he primary pur-
pose of education is to fit us for life.
Varied types of -education are given in
schoels. colleges and Universities for
us to acquire the right types of know-
ledge, in arts and science.

The educational system has unler-
gone a great change from fee-levying
to free education for one and all, ac-
cording to the aptitude of the student,
in in either arts or science.

The majority of the students get
educated with a view to securing employ-
ment in Government service. as white-
collar workers. Just a minority study
for advancement or knowledge.

In recent years with the introduc-
tion of higher education through Uni-
versities, many have opted to follow
courses of study in medicine, engineer-
ing  technology, telecommunication,
radio, wireless telegraphy etc.

The technical knowledge acquired
in education provides invaluable assis-
tance in doing research and in the in-
vention of many new methods and
technical skills. As a result of research
and new inventions, it has been pos-
sible to send manned as well as un-
manned planes to the moon by means
of rockets. Science has advanced to
such an extent that it has created an
atomic age in the world. Technical

and scientific knowledge received in
education has helped the nation to start
many new industries, thus helping to
develop and improve the economic con-
dition of the covntry.

Science has discovered new me-
thods of cultivating rice and subsidiary
food crops in the country and increased
the yield of the land. It has promot-
ed scientific cultivation and resulted in
the increase of the yield many-fold.
This has saved the country from fa-
mine.

With the knowledg: acquired in
medical science and research. it hus
bzen possible to transplant the hearts
of people and lengthen the span of
human life. Today we get down the
doctor by telephone. He examines
the patients heart with a stethoscope
and a stop-watch, Before an- opera-
tion the patient is examined by X-ray.

Scientific education has helped to
discover electricity, the telephone, tele-
graph, radio, steam, gasoline, diesel,
and jet propelled engines. Jet pro-
pelled air planes can travel at more
than six hundred miles an hour.

Educaticn has produced eminent
lawyers, and Queen’s Counsel who are
later elevited to the Bench. It helps
to enrich the knowledge of men and
women and enables them to argue cases
in dispute and finally decide what is
just and fair in the eye of the law.
Education also helps the growth and ad-
vancement of music, art, dance, the
cinema and television.

Therefore education has helped man
in every way to live more comfortably
and happily in a better world.

Selvendraranee Ponniah
G. C. E. Ady. Level [ 4rts
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The Progress of  Science

The twentieth century has witnessed

a significant turn ‘in the history of the

this was
science,

world. The chief cause of
science. Today we welcome
but at the same time we fear it and
dread some of its consequences.  We
cannot but be thankful that science
Has helped us to tame nature and
harness its forces in  the service
of man. At the same time we cannot
but dread the same science when it
Lelps to manufacture the atom bomb
and the hydrogen bomb. From the
manner in which science is rapidly ad-
vancing, one does not know what other
types' of even more destructive weapons
it will help to manufacture in. the
future.

Scieﬁée‘gan_ be viewed from two
directions,  First, there is no doubt
that science is the use of nature in the
service of mankind. Secondly,  science
enables ~us to know and understand
nature correctly. In this respect it may
be said to be like religion, “‘searching
for truth.”” But science differs from re-
ligion and philosophy in the way in
which it helps one to find * Truth >.

The memod ol'" _ﬁndmg ‘Truth’ was .

the ridicule of men in early days. By

this method of finding out fundamen-
- It is such theo-
ries which ' help .man: to . understand.
and solve several complex problems “in-

tals, theories -emerge:

l1fe For example chemlcal reactions

electrons and. ’thenr position as
by the equatxon as obtained from the
wave mechanics, which though complex,
clearly explains the theory involved.

given .

Science may be said to be the
huge edifice built on the foundation of
such fundamental truths. These funda-

mentals help us in many ways to ad-
vance in life.  Darwin’s theory of Evo-
lution helps us to undersiand the ways
of living beings and their -surround-
ings. The theory brought about a re-
volution in the science of Biology.
Like this, the Quantum Theory has made
revolutionary changes in Physics. We
have s:en how science lays the founda-
t'on for understanding nature. With the
development of science, man’s horizon
of knowledge expands.

Let us now see how science helps
to control the forces of mnature. In
the present day, science may be said
to play an important part in the ordi-
nary, day to day life of man. In
every field, there are means of keeping
the forces of nature in check and using
them for the service of mankind.

In the field of medicine, plastic
surgery, and the transplanting of heart,
kidney, eyes etc., have helped to pro-
long man’s span of life. Doctors are
even planning to transplant the brain
from one human being to another.

~Cobalt radlatxon from nuclear energy

has replaced radium in the treatment
of cancer. Radio isotopes help to cure
trouble in blood circulation and in
digestive functions. To prevent the
increase in population - resulting from

control of diseases, several harmless
methods -of birth-control have been
found. ’ 52

In the production of articles needed

for the daily life of man, we can see
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how science has progressed. In many
instances synthetic articles are being
produced to replace natural ones,
Synthetic cloth is now in common
use. Science has provided several fa-
cilities in the building trade. With
the advancement of science, the tempo
of life is increasing fast. It is now
possible to achieve results in one year
which took mnearly a hundred years
in the past.

Technology has benefited enormously
by the advancement of science. In
fact, science has brought technology to
such a stage that it appears as if
science can progress only with the
help of technology! Journeys which
took several months can now be under-
taken and performed ina plane which
can fly at the speed of sound. Televisison
enables us to view, seated at home, events
which take place several miles away,
With the help of satellites it is pos”
sible to communicate with and se€
things bappening on the other side of
the world. We can get messages from
other planets and from space and warn-
ings of dangers like floods. We can
also guide ships any where on earth.
Man who formerly considered his own
country to be the ‘worlds’, has now
begun to venture out beyond the earth
and communicate with other planets.

Through science, invisible atoms
have begun to be used. It is known
that atomic energy was fiizt used for

destructive purposes and that it helped
to terminate the second World War,
Today scientists have found many ways
of using atomic energy for the benefit
of man. Medicine, industry and agri
culture have benefited greatly by pro
gress in the field of atomic energy,
With the help of the recent discovery
laser, scientists have found a way to
use the concentrated light beam to
transmit power without cables, to send
messages into space and to cure cancers

A further direction in which science
helped man’s progress is the ‘computer’ -
birst designed for sophisticated Arith-
metic, then for use in data-processing
and scientific computing, it has now
started a new era of ¢ information re-
trieval *°. Scientists and business men
are intensely interested in the poten-
tialities of computers. It is reported
that it would be widely used in fields
of law, medicine, crime—prevention,
banking etc. for “information retrieval”.

Science has given us ssveral ways
of amusement and relaxation in life. As
more and more comforts and facilities
are being provided, the demand for each
facility also goes on mounting. While
formerly man’s needs were satisfied with
the provision of food and shelter, now
science has brought him to a stage when
he has no time even for these!

Umadevi Sivapadasundaram
G.C. E. A/L Sr. Se,
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The Miracle Light Beam - Laser

Man has discovered more and more
truths about the matter around him
with the help of which he is able
to live luxuvriously. Primitive man
discovered fire with the help o which he
cooked his meal. It is fire which
permitted man to inhabit lands that
were otherwise too cold for him to live in.
Today man has discovered a way
to land on the moon and other planets.

The laser light a modern discovery
about 9 years old, is a brilliant beam
of red light much brighter than the
sun's rays of the same colour. The
beam which is narrow and nearly pa-
rallel, can travel straight up for a
half million miles, hit the moon and
bounce back to earth in a matter oi
2} seconds. It is said that a single
laser light beam could be used to
work all the telephon: lines in the
world at the same tine which as all radio
and television programmes are being
broadcast. This would be of great help
in the years to come, as its messages
don’t interfere with one another.

The apparatus used to obtain this
light is called a LASER from the ini-
tial letters of Light Amplification by
stimulated  Emission of Radiation,
First built by Dr. T. H. Maiman, it
consists of a rod of synthetic ruby
crystal with its two flat ends absolute-
ly smooth and parallel. The ends are
silvered, one end thickly, so that it re-

fiects light and other end thinly, so
that it allows light to diffuse through.
A few turns of a low pressure xenon
filled electric light tube is coiled round
this ruby rod and this apparatus is
shiny inside. When a sudden very short
electric current is sent through the
coiled elceiric light tub:, a very nar
row parallel beam of brilliant red light
flashes out of the partly silvered end
of the ruby rod and thus the amazing
Jaser beam is born.

Ruby is Aluminium oxide coloured
by trivalent chromium ions: When the
current is sent the coiled xenon tube
flashes light and the chromium ions ab-
sorb specially the green light from it.
The energy which the electrons have
absorbed make them jump to the higher
energy orbits outside. To get back to
their own. they have to get rid of the
extra energy absorbel. They get rid of
it as red light- This light is reflected
at the silvered surface and it stimulates
the other electrons too, to get rid of
the extra energy. Thus the red lighy
is made more bright and this escapes
from of the thinly siivered surface as a
powerful flash.

This laser beam can be focussed on
objects producing extremely bright spots
which become intensely hot. By such
point—heating such a beam has been
used to destroy a tumour at the back
of the eye: to anchor a damaged retina.
to moke holes in diamonds and to
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weld joints in microcircuits. It s
used in many other ways such as to
speed a particular chemical reaction in
many reactions going on in a mixture.
Blue—green lights arc used in the sea
to send messages in water. The laser
beam is also used to transmit power
without cables and in optical comput-
ers. Though it is a recent discovery,
scientists in ilmost every field are now
considering its application.

Like fire and atomic energy the

concentrated light beam could also be
converted into an anti-personnel and
an anti-machine heat beam. In othel
words the ¢death, ray. Scientists must
find the way to get only the benefits,
for the positive and peaceful uses oOf
laser light are becoming increasingly
apparent.

Yasotharampikai Thillaiyampalam
g€, E.°A L, 8ndc,
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Tha Benort Card — And

8

I realise that this will be a painful
subject to many of my readers, and
therefore I shall be brief. The report
card is regarded differently by diffe-
rent individuals. The school wants
the guardians to know how their char-
ges are getting on at school and so it
sends them the report card. Unfortu-
nately students do mot want their
“prowess”’ to be known to their gua:-
dians lest unnecessary celebrations and
fireworks be prepared in their honour!

Report Cards may be dividad into
three categories.

1. Those which bring tidings of great
joy.

2. Those which bring unexpected tid-
ings.
3. Those which bring tidings of great

sorrow and pain.

its Home Reception

I shall treat ¢azh in its turn. I
have not much to say about the stud-
ents who belong to the first type They
are the students who get good remarks
in their report cards. The presenta.
tion of the report card to their guar.
dians is a real joy to them, They get
all sorts of presents from their guar-
dians. They are constantly quoted as
a shining example for their sisters and
brothers. Incidentally, they are not
over-loved by their sisters and brothers!

There are two sub-divisions under
the second type. A student who scores
top marks may unexpectedly fail. On
the other hand, a dunce may come
first in the class. In both cases, they
bring unexpected news to their guard-

ians. But how great is the difference
in their rcceptions! The former i
greeted with a cold share. The latter
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becomes " the * family *mascod. - She i3
feted  everywhere.  ~ Her gbardian
points ‘her’out to visitors. : Ko

The students belonging to the. last
category are assuredly the most accursed
of beings, By a strange freak of “chance,
the merciful God who made them, has
filled their heads with a dark, Squelchy
preparation instead of the usual contents.
It is surely not their fault, then, that
the **Remarks” column in their report
cards are as follows:—

First - Term : Is trying
Second Term: Is still trying. Could
do better.

Third Term : Is  most trying.
Should do beiter.

If looks could have fullfilled their
wishes, their report cards would have
sizzled - into ashes. . They are
constantly being nagged by their guar-
dians. *“Look'at Rani. Why. don’t
you follow her examplc?” And mnext
morning Rani would be sizzled into
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ashes  like' the God of Love who was
sizzled into ashes by Lord Siva. I must
St‘op now or else unlike Rani, I shall
be ‘eaten up by the students.

V. Selvascthy
: : Grade 1:
Read and Laugh
Teacher :— Ah, Mala, now you have, in
front of you, the North,
on your right, the East,
on your left, the West
what have you behind you ?
Mala :— A patch on
Miss.

my skirt,

1 #ld my mother
would see it!

you

What is the difference bet-
ween lightning ahd electri-
city ?

Teacher :—

We get lightning free, but
we have to pay for elec-
tricity.

Pupil :—



An

The world is full of interesting
things as well as well interesting per-
sons. Certain people catch our inte-
rest more than others. One day I
went to the Jaffna Co-operative Stores
to buy a few things. When I got
down from the taxi I was rather sur~
prised to see a person standing near
the entrance. This man was different
from any other I had seen be.ore,
He naturally drew my interest.

He was quite stnking to look at.
He was tall and was wear ng khaki
longs and a khaki shirt™. He
was also wearing a cap just like the
caps worn by the army ehaps. He
was holding a stick in his hand, in
the manner in which the soldiers hold
their guns. When I saw him for the
first time I was very surpsised. He
w.s sitting on the steps, and watching
him, I noticed that he was taking
down the numbers of the cars that
were passing- This action of his made
me think that he was a mad man and I
was rather frightened. Except for this
action he did not appear to be crazy.
1 stood there watching him and noticed
that he could speak good tnglish. For
sometime he stood erect holding the
stick and then suddenly-fell down, aim-
ing the stick in front of his face. This
reminded me of the soldiers lying be-
hind the bushes and taking aim at
their enemles. There was a small crowd
around him. 1 finished my business
at the co-operative sfores and went
away.

Interesting Person

That evening I went to witness a
cricket match at the police grounds.
While 1 was watching the match [
heard the voice of the man at the
Co-operative Stores. He went up to
the policeman and performed action$
that made me watch him, rather than
the match. First he acted like a bow-
ler and then, just like a batsman.
When he stood in this position he
looked striking. My interest was fo-
cussed on him and his actions.  His
various antics almost confirmed my opi-
nion that he was a mad man.

When T came home I told my
parents about this man and how in-
teresting it was to watch him. When
I told this my brother said that he
too had seen that man at the bus-
stop. His actions had been so inte-
resting that I could never forget him.
Although his behaviour was funny and
contradictory I could not place him
as a mad man. He seemed to be a
learned man. My intuition did not go
wrong. For after some weeks my bro-
ther came thome.excitedly and I asked
him what the matter was. He gave
me the most surprising news. It was
that the interesting person was a C. I D.
Officer who had come from India to
Ceylon in disguise to trace a criminal
who had escaped from India. He had
been successful in his mission and now
he had returned to India. He is the
most interesting person I have come
across.

Jeyamany A.
C.C.E E Sc,
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A Pilgrimage

For a long time I had been yearn-
ing to go on a pilgrimage to a holy
shrine. My wish was at last fulfilled
when our family went to Kataragama
last month.

It was a bright sunny morning
when we set ouj on our pilgrimage. We
children were the happiest of the lot.
On our way to Kataragama we were
going to see a lot of new places and
beautiful scenery. Our parents were ip
a pious mood. They were siuging holy
hymrs and reciting God Muruga’s seve-
ral names in sweet tunes.

As our car proceeded on its fong
journey, we were either enjoying the
scenery around or singing hymus.
We saw many cars and vans both in
front and behind taking pilgrims to
Kataragama. 1 asked my mother why
there were so many pilgrims going to
Kataragama. She said that the pilgrim
rush was due to festivals that were
taking place at that shrine. That was
the first time that I came to know that
Kataragama festivals attract such a
large number of pilgrims.

We stopped at Anuradhapura and
Colombo on our way to Kataragama.
Wherever we went in those places, we
saw many p.'grims like us. There was
an atmosphere of piety, everywhere.

We 1eached Kataragama after a
journey of one and a half days. The
temple and its surroundings were full
of pilgrims. There was a sea of heads
wherever we went. The din of “ Aro.
hara’ was heard everywhere. It inspir-
ed a feeling of holiness in every pil-
grim. Holy hymns of Muruga were

being chanted everywhere. We all felt
as if we were in paradise.

After spending sometime at the tem-
ple, we went to the ¢ Ramakrishna Inn’¢
where we had arranged to stay. Wechany-
ed our clothes there and went to the “Me-
nika Ganga ’. We all had a nice bath in
the cool sparkling waters of the Ganga.
We felt thoroughly refreshed after the
batli. From the river we wended our
way to the temple, chanting holy
hymns. A festival was going on
there. An elephant was carrying the
box containing the idol of Muruga,
round the temple. We joined the other
pilgrims in their prayers. We saw some
pilgrims walking on fire. This amazed
us. After the festival was over we
climbed a small hill called > Kathirama-
lai . We worshipped Lord Muruga
at the top. Devotees of Muruga collect

holy ash from this hill and wear it on
their forheads. We spent five days at

Kataragama seeing festivals and wor-
shipping Muruga.

During these five days T wasin a
state of real excitement. Everything
wasnew to meand I felt a thrll in
seeing and enjoying them. I also
prayed fervently to Murug: for his
blessings. I felt that Lord Muruga had
listened to my prayers.

I would have liked to spend some
more days at Kataragama but my parents
had to attend a relation‘s wzdding at
Jaffna. So all of as returned home full
of the biessings of God Muruga.

G. Saroja
G. C. E. ‘E’ Science
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The Sweep Ticket

At the end of last year we had a
series of misfortunes. Our father fell
seriously ill and had to be warded: iThe
doctors said that he would take a long
time to come round. Little by little
all our money was spent on him. Our
father was on no-pay leave. Just then
another terrible thing happened. There
was a heavy gale and a coconut tree
fell on the roof of our bed room.
Everyone in the house was feeling
desperate. Mother was nearly in tears.
Father too was sad and upset and was
not improving in health.

One morning when my mother was
returning from the hospital. she bought a
sweep tickel from the Jaffna Co-operative
Stores. The next day was Saturday and
that was the day when the sweep re-
sults were to be released in the papers
When the paper was brought in the
‘morning, my mother quietly took the
paper to the kitchen to look at the re-
sults.

A little later. we heard strange
noises from the kitchen and ran to see

what the matter was. There we sawv
our mother crying one minute and
laughing, the next. We asked her what
had happened and all she said was “‘First
Prize! > We quickly checked up and

found that it  was true. The
older ones in the family shed tears
of joy. The younger ones skipped
round mother excitedly. My elder

brother took his bicycle and rode off
to convey the good news to father.
Our kind neighbours, hearing of our
good fortune, came runuing to share
the joy with us. We all went to the
temple and offered prayers of thanks

giving.

Aflter this, every thing
as if by magic Father
quickly and came home.
to go back to work

improved
got better
He was able
in a month’s

time, Before the year was over, we
rebuilt the house. My mother was
especially proud of her splendid,

newly - built kitchen.

Ranjithawathana R.
G.C. E. Prep. ‘4’ Se,
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An Unforgettable Experience

The Nallur temple festival is one
of the .big events in Jaffna People
from all over the Jaffna Peninsula,
come there to worship. Even Hindus
from other parts of the country come
there for the occasion. Not only is it
a religious festival, but it is also a good
place for shopping. Any kind o! article
could be bought in the numerous
shops.

We, who live near the place, never
miss an opportunity to go to the temple,
Last time on the tenth day of the fes-
tival my mother, younger brother and
1 went to the festival. We walked
the distance. The roads were crowded.
My mother had warnéd us that we
should hold her hand firmly and must
not get lost in the crowd. We did as

she had ordered. My brother was
amazed at the things displayed in the

shops. As the time passed, the crowd
increased.

We went in front of the temple.
It was very crowded. At eight <o’ clock
the image of Lord Murugan was put
in a decorated car and the car beran

to move round the temple. It was
wonderful and -we were highly im-
pressed When the car passed us, a

section of the crowd moved with it
and we were pushed aside. TLater I
realised that my brother was not with
me but had got lost in the crowd. I
became panic-stricken and informed my
mother, whom I was holding on to,
firmly. She was excited and both of
us scarched for him here and there.

But we could not find him. We
informed the helpers about this and
described his appearance. - They pro-

mised to look for him. We were very
tired and sat on the sand. I prayed
for his safety.

Half an hour later. the Police an-
nounced my brother’s name on the loud-
speaker and asked us to come and take
charge of him, We were very much
delighted and felt like persons who had
won the first prize in a sweep. We took
him home. This was indeed an unfor-
gettable experience.

T. Tharmavathy
G.C. E. Prep. *B’ Se.
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“ A thing of beauty, is a joy forever”.

The Dignity of Labour
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My First Ride on A Bicycle

When 1 witnessed the ‘¢ Musical
Chair > event at our last sports-meet,
1 was impressed by that. So I thought
that I would take part in that event
the following year. To take part in
that event I had to know how to
ride a bicycle.

told my
My mother
Her

The next morning I
parents about my desire.
being conservative, opposed it.
reply made me sad. My father
was sympathetic towards me and
told me that I could learn how to
ride a bicycle in the large compounl
behind the house. My brother pro-
mised to help me.

In the even'ng both of us went
to the compound with a small bicycle

which belonged to my brother, I got
on the bicycle and slowly tried to
ride it, with my brother’s help. It
was toppling both ways. When I

faster I felt I could balance
My brother was holding the

rode
better.

bicycle and running behind it. Then
suddenly the front wheel went over a
stone, and the handle turaed to a
side, so that I suddenly lost my
balance and fell on the ground.
Luckily brother prevented the bicycle
from falling on me. “So I esciped
without any injury. 1 did not give
up trying to learn how to ride it.

I got on the bicycle and rode up
and down twice again. On the third
round, brother did mnot hold ths
bicycle. I did not know this. A
little later when I realised that I was
alone, I became excited and lost con-
trol of the bicycle. The next seccnd
I was on the ground together with
the bicycle. I had injuries on my
leg, wrist and hand. As it pained
me very much I cried. My parents
and brother came running to help me,
and that was the end of my frst
ride on a bicycle.

Chandra Ammaiapp.ir
Std. 7th 4



The Snake Charmer

The day when 7 saw the old man with

his cane-box and pipes remains very
fresh in my memory. It was a plea-
sant April evening in 1965. 1 was

playing with my sisters and ccusins in

the front yard of our. house. My
parents, grand-mother and the others

were talking of something.

It was then
man came. .

that this strange, old
He was tall, thin dark
and bony. He had a turban on his
head. He was in a sarong with a
shawl round his waist. On his right
shoulder, he hung a shawlin the form
of a bag. In his left, he bhad his

strange pipe.
snake-charmer.

He said that he was a

We were all very eager to see the
snake. At the same time we were af-
raid. Father told the man to make
the  snake «coil inside the box.
He put his pipe to his mouth and
began to play on it. What sweet,
charming music it was! But oh ! that
terrible thing, the snake began to dance
with a hissing noise. T was stunned
and frightened. But at the same time
I liked hat sweet music and  the
dance.

Yasoiharanee Aromugam
Std. 5ih 4>
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My Favourite Uncle

My mother has a brother., He is
my favourite uncle. When he comes
home from work, he brings n e toflecs
and chocolates. Un Poya days he
plays marbles with me. Somestimes he
teases me. When I cry, he buys ice
cream or sweets to stop me from cry-
ing. He bought me a nice doll on
my last birthday. I love my uncle very
much for giving me this lovely doll
He will buy me a bicycle for my next

birthday. Then I will com2 to school on
the bicycle. I am looking forward to the
Nallur temple festival. 1 shall go to
the festival daily, with my uncle. He
will buy me sweets, gram, balloons and
My friends say that { am lucky
to have an uncle like him.

e
tovs.

Chithra N.
Sid 6 A4,



My Pet and |

My pet is a parrot.
to me by my uncle on my seveuih
birthday. 1 named it “Polly>. It is
daik green with yeilow siripes. It has
a dark red beak. It is a beautiful
bird. I give him a plenty of fruits and
orain. I got a small cage made for
kim. 1 taught him to talk and now
when he sees me he says, * Good

It was given

3

mornling. In the evenings I open

the cage for a few minutes. When I
call “Polly > he comes back into the
cage. Then I Ilock the cage.- Every-

one who comes home admires my peta
lot and loves me tooc.

Manehola N.
Std. VI
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Culled from the Classroom

“ The small children cracked cracks
when the milk rice boiled.

Woik Experience : *° We washed

the teacher, the table and the
chair .
Antonym of Seldom : Wisdom,

¢ She fired the lamp and bolished
the chairs’.
I am,

Your lovely friend,

Tho farmer grows brinjals, brooms
sticks, unions and tomatoes.
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A Scene from ¢ Nala Damayanthi”’

A Scene from « Katpukkanal ”
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INTER HOUSE ATHLEIIC MEETS

Famcy Dress Competition.

A Fight to the Fimish:

Teachers on their toes {

Fancy Dress Parade

,Ahe Q‘Ias CE& E @y@k,
ala A

All Island P. T. Competition 1964

Masgs Drill. Clearing 'the Hurdles.
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Handicralts Bharatha Natyase
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7 Mueie hath charms ... ceevas

Bharatha Natyam : 5
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Games Report 1967

It is with great pleasure that I
submit a report of our Athletic acti-
vities for the year 1967. The year
under review hes been one of proud
achievement in various fields. Our
sports activities began with the Inter-
School P. T. competitions organised by
the Education Department. Though we
did not gain outstanding success, both
our teams were selected for the semi-
finals, proving what training could do
in the way of success. The under nine-
teen squad won the second place. OQur
congratulations  to Udupiddy Girls’
College on gaining the first place.

The second term commenced with
regular practices for the Inter-House
Athletic competition which was held
under the distinguished patronage of
the Additional Government Agent,
Mr. J. M. Sabaratnam. Threre was
keen competition all round and a
high standard of athletics was main-
tained. Special mention must be made
of the March Past which was of such
a high standard as to make it diffi-
cult for the judges to place them.
They were judged as follows :

Arunanthy Fouse Ist place

Rathy 5 2nd

Lakshmy 56 3rd ,,



Our congratulations to them. The (Intermediate) for clearing 4’ 32/1 in
Inter-House championship shield was the High Jump,
won by Parvathy House, with Saras-
wathy and Arunthathy House being

the runners-up. Our congratulations to , This year I agl plea§e;i to record
them too. Individual Championships that “we "put up a better flglt than usual
were as follows in the Inter-School Athletic Meet con-

ducted by the Jaffna Girls’ Schools Sport-
Association. In fact we are proud to
have gained the 3rd place. Nineteen
schools participated in the event. Spe-
cial mention should be made of the
fact that our worthy Juniors won for
The best Performiance cup was us most of the points that we scored
awarded to Kamaladevy Ponnudurai at the Inter-College Competitions.

1. Amirthaluxumy Nagiah — Senior
2. Shyamala Ramanathan — Inter
3. Rajarajeswary Selladurai—Junior

The Winners:

Seethaluxmy Thambipiliai — Cricket Ball Throw Ist place
Rajarajeswary Selladurai — 150 yds. 2nd place

Rajarajeswary Selladurai — 80 metres Hurdles 2nd place
Indramalar Nagalingam — 100 metres Hurdles 2nd place
Chandramalar Nagalingam — 109 metres Hurdles 3rd place

— 43100 mettes Relay 3rd place

Onr heartiest congratulations to I shall be failing in my duty if
them and to Vembadi for annexing I do not thank the Principal, Mrs, V.
the Championship Shield for the 7th Arumugam, the House Mistresses and
year in succession and to Chundikuli, House Captains for their loyalty and
the runners-up. This year we regret co-operative spirit which made my task
that we were unable to enter for the a pieasant one, Finally,a special
Net ball Federation owing to various word of thanks to the Sports Com-

difficulties. mittee:
Mrs. P. Sivagurunathan Mise. T. Kandapillai
Mrs A. A. Kurunathy Miss. T. Vythy

Mrs. M. Nadesapillai

and the school’s games captain Anan- <¢o-operation ensured the success of the
thavally Perampalam. Their unfailing meet.

L. Balasingham
( Physical Instructress )

e ——————
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Housés gytid

House Mistress
« House Captain
Games Captain
Trea urer

It is with great pleasure and
satisfaction that 1 submit the report
for the year 1967.

Though our athletic achievements
were below our expectations we were
placed sccond in  the meet.
mention should be made of Shyamala
Ramanathan and Rajarajeswary Sclla-
durai who won the Intermediate and
Junior Championship Cups respectively.
My congratulations go to both.

I am proud to say that- we alsg

won a number of: places in the art
competition. Though we didn‘t get a

Special -

e O

Repb'fft Cof Svaﬁasv&azt'hyt House
- for the year 1967

Mrs. P. Paramanantham
Sarathambal Thiruvilangam
Ariyasihamani Ariyaputhiran
Thanalakshumi Kanagaratnam

place in the Dramatic Contest, we
took part with all enthusiasm. The
Saraswathies also enjoyed the picnic
to Keerimalai at the “end of the
sccond term.

I thank all the Saraswathies for
their whole’ heartéd co - operation. [
shall be failing in my duty if 1 do
not thank our house mistress, Mrs. P.
Paramanantham and the other teachers
for their guidance and encouragement.
I wish Saraswathies greater success in
the coming year.

Sarathambal T.
House Captain.

~ Report of Lakshmy House 1967

House Mistress :
House Captain :
Secretary :
It is with  great pleasure that [
submit the report of the ‘house or the
year 1967. B '

We had our annual sports meet on,

the 4th day of July.. Although our
competitors did their-very:best: we were

not placed within the first three. Our

heartiest congratulations are due to
Parwathy house for winning the Chal-
lenge cup and.Arunthathy house for
becoming the runners-up. -

We are  proud to say that our
house won the first place in the Drama
competition, -We_went on a picnic to

Paranthan and ~ visited” the ~Chemical

Mrs. A. 'I'hixraisingam
Anantavally Perampalam
Rajeswary Nadarajah

factory. I am sure all the members
of our house enjoyed this picnic.

Our sincere thanks are due to our
house miistress, Mrs. A. Thuraisingam
and also to Mrs. G. Sockalingam, iiss.

'C Balasingam, Mrs. P. Jeganathan, Mrs.
.P:A.Jebaratnarajah; Mrs. R. Thambiayah,

Mrs. Thurairajah, Mrs, K. Sivasubra-
maniyam and Mrs. Sivagurunathan for
their valuable help.

-1 wish all the  members of Lakshmy
house success in the futurc.

‘Rajeswary N.
(-Secretary )



.~ Champions at our Athletic Meet 196€8.

Parvathy House — Netball Champions 1968.






Report of Parvathy House 1967

H use Mistress
House Captain
Secretary

It is with great pleasure that I
submit this report of our house for
the year 1967, for it has beena very
successful one.

We stepped into the field this year
with the determination of keeping up
our Athletic record. Our effort, ins-
pite of the keen competition. has been
rewarded. We have carried away with
pride the Inter-House Championship
cup for the year. The victory was
due to the great enthusiasm and keen
interest shown by our athletes—. Keep
it up, Parvathians!

We emerged Relay Champions and
also gained places in all the group
events. We regret that our girls failed
to gain individual championships. How-
ever, our congratulations are due to

Mrs. S. Gnanasambandan
Chandrakumary Kandiah
Meenadchy Ratnam

Chandrakumary, Nagapooshani, Bhuva-
nanayaki and Pushpavathy for their
splendid performances in the High jump,
Hurdles and the Discus throw raspec-

tively.

Our congratulations to Chitra, Pre-
ma and Selvamalar for winning places
in the Art Competition,

In conclusion, I extend my sincere
thanks to our House Mistress Mrs. S-
Gnanasambandan and assistant House
Mistresses without whose guidance our
success would not have been possible.
My thanks are also due to all com-
mittee members who co-operated with
me to make this a successful year.

Meenadchy Ratnam
Secretory

Rathy House

House Mistress
House Captain
Secretary

1 have great pleasure in submitting
the report of the house for the period
under review. This year has not bzen
a very bright one for us. Our athletic
achievements were below our expecta-
tions. In the Inter house sporls meet
we won the second place for the March

Past. The junior division of our house
did well. We congratulate, Gowri
kumari, Seethaluxmy, Jasmin. Tharma-

Mrs.

T. Muthukumarasamy
Tharmapoopathy Muthiah
Umadevi Sunthararajah

thevy and others for having scored
points for ns.

We also did our best in the Ora-
torical contest. Art competition and
in the Drama competition. We congratu-
late those who obtained places in those
competitions.

Our congratulations to Parvathies
who came first in the TInter House
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Athletic Meet and to the champions,
Rajarajeswary (Junior) Shyamala (Inter)
and Amirthaluxmy (Senior).

Our sincere thanks are due to Mrs.
T. Muthukumaraswamy, our house mis-
tress. for the signal service she render-
ed us and also to Mrs. Nagaratnam,
Mrs. Kanagasabapathy, Mrs. Kuruna-
thy, Miss Vellipuram, Miss Cader, and
Mrs. Navaratn:m for their help. We
wish Mrs. Navaratnam a very happy
and prosperous wedded life. I thank
our house captain for her valuable
service to the house. The Rathies are
never disheartened by defeat. We are

determined to do our best in the coming
year and we are sure that success will
be ours soon.

We went on a picnic to Valalal.
Most of tho members of our house en-
joyed the picnic.

I am grateful to all the members
of the house for the invaluable assis-
tance they gave me. [ wish them all
good luck in their endeavours during
the coming years.

Uma Sunthararajah,
Secretary

Report of the Arunthathy House 1967

Mrs. P. Subramaniam
Mrs. 8. Balasubramaniam
Mrs. R. Shanmugam
Mrs. Y, Cumarasamy
Mrs. P. Pararajasingam
Mrs. J, Kandiah

Miss Y. Maiioo
Miss T. Vythy

The year under review has been
one of steady progress. Perhaps we
members of Arunthathy house were
determined not to sleep but to wake
up and run the race.

And we did it. In the field of
games and sports, we proved our
mettle. Every member put her heart
and soul into the effort to march
forward. We are proud to say that
we were runners-up at the athletic
meet.

We also won the first place in the
march past and carried away the
coveted March Past Cup. Congratu-
lations to Parvathy house on winning
the 1st plaec.

Here again every member of the

"y
S

House Mistresces

staff worked hard
might gain a

so that the house
place within the first
three. We are happy to report that
we won the second place. Our
*Auvaiyar’, versatile  Savithiri, was
selected as the best actress and
Sathyabama was selected as the thiid
best actress.

I shall fail in my duty if I do
not make special mention of Amirtha-
luxmy who won the Senior Champion-
ship for the third year in succession.
No one can forget her fleet foot and
determination to win a place. Arun-
thathies! Do not forget to strive, to
seek, to find and not to yield.”

Chitra C.
House Captain, -



The G.C. E.

Pairon

President
Secretary
Treasurer

In reviewing the activities of our
union we are glad to say that this
year has been one of out standing suc-
cess. During the current year, we held
weekly meetings regularly, whenever col-
lege activities did not clash with them.

Members of our Union were pro-
vided withi opportunities to improve
their talent in public spcaking. All the
members made the best use of oppor:
tunities so provided. Occasionally the
budding musicians of the union enter-
tained the members.

We are very happy to say that a
debate was held with Jaffna Central
College. W hope that this tradition
will be maintained in future too.

We held our Annual dinner on
20th September. We extend our gratitude

A/L Union 1967

Mrs. P. Satchithanandam
Chandrakumari Kandiah
Ariasihamany Ariyaputhiran
Sarathambal Thiruvilangam

to Mrs. R. R. Navaratnam the Regional
Director of Education for accepting our
invitation to be the chief guest.

We offer our thanks to the repre-
centatives of various unions of the
different colieges and the guests who
had accepted our invitation. Our thanks
are also due to the er Unions for
having honoured us with invitations (o
their annual dinners.

This report will be incomplete if 1
do not expres our thanks to our patron
Mrs. P. Satchithanandan for her keen
interest and enthusiasm which meant
alot to our union. Finally I wish to
thank the members of the staff and the
union for their co-operation. '

the

Ariyasibamani Ariaputhiran
Secretary

sy . NS

The G. C. E. O/L. Union 1967

Patron
Fresiden® 2

Secretary

Treasurer

It is with pleasure that I submit

the report of the above association.
The enthusiasm shown by the members

Mrs. K, Sabanayagam
Lingasoundary Kanagalingam
Jeyamany Thillayambalam
Selvendranee Ponniah
Rajeswary Visvalingam
Parameswary Subramaniyam

of the association has been very en-

couraging.
We had weekly meetings on every

3)



third day after Poya, which took the
form of speeches, dramas,.
songs and debates both in E‘ngl’l’sh
and in Tamil We had debates

2B &6V ib- FLL T urrlmwfr@m; 5/13:.5!&9
a;uuzmm) Gaugsyr Hib >’

¢ SLALp ﬁaf}mn i@é&éj} U160 Gauar Bib *’
We were .very sorry that we couldn’t
have a debate in  English.

was held on
and = our -chief

Our Annual Social
the 1st of  October
guest wasy Mr. - T. Murugesapillai,
A.G. A.; Jaffpa. | We are very -grate-
ful to him and his wife for accepting

‘our invitation and gracing the
sion.
~social was a great success.

dialogues. -

on

ocCces

~1 am  happy to say that our

I wish to thank all the teachers,

* office - beareis and the other members
. of our
- they gave me.

_union for the  co-operation

Findlly I must not forget to ex-
‘tend my sincere thanks to our patron
for her advice and guxdance at all
‘times.

“:Selvendranee P.
Secretary,

The Guide Report 1967

The Jaffna Hindu Ladies® College.
Guide Company registered as the Jaffna

Guide company ~was = started ‘in
1950, two  years after‘ this  school
moved into the present premisss. Since

then, it has progressed  steadily. Bat
we really. w1sh ‘that more recruits would
join, since -the numbers in the college
have 111<:1eased

It is "v‘vith some‘satis‘factieni that I-

sey that our ‘guide company has par-
ticipated in all - the activities- held: -in
the peninsula. We have never.
to take part in the annual rally and
in all the exhrbmons However we bave
still far to g0 before we can wm our
laurels. : '

Three; of Jour gurdes -attended the
local camps held at the Womens Cen-‘ e

bo.

'umque experrence

failed -

‘to  the. progress

tre. and Chundikuli Girls’ Cellege, and

later the Inter-national camp in Colom-
These few lucky ‘guides who had
the opportumty of associating them-
selves wtih the - foreign guides must
have benefited a great deal by their

Our grateful thanks to Mrs. Raja-

_ nayagam, our adviser and friend who

joins ‘us and injects new life into the
movement. Her visits ~are of bene-
flt to the troop

‘We-owe the prmcrpal a deep debt

-~ of gratitude for her willing help and

encouragement - whlch has.. eontributed
of the movement:
Guides, up and on. and never say die!’

P Subramamam
Gwde Capt.
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Farewell to Mrs. Parvathy M.
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H. L. €. Teachers’ Guild

President
S cretary
Treasurer
Library .
Co nmigee Members

We held regular meetings during
the course of the year. The first func-
tion we organised was the children’s
party, held for the children of our
members in November and all of us
inciuding the children, had hilarious fun,
We had two farewell partics for two
of our members. Miss. A. Kanda-
pillai and Mrs. R. Ponnuthurai, who
left wus on  transfer. We met
informally off and on and our
attempt to organise an outing for the
members of the guild during the third
term met with a rebuff, as the weather
was very uncertain and not conducive
to a lengthy session out of doors. In
the end we consolad ourselves and de-
cided to take our members out for a
film show on thz occasion of the an-
nual general meeting held on 30th
November and it was planned that we have
tea and election of office bearers, °Try
your luck! Lucky Dip >’ and finally

1967

Mrs. M. Muthuthamby
Miss. P. Selvanayagam

Mrs. K. Sivasubramaniyam
Mrs. P. Sivagurunathan
Miss. Y. Mailoo

Miss. J. S. Iyer

Mrs. A. Kurunathy

bR

go for the film entitled * Thangai.
We were persuaded by some of the
members of the guild to postpone elec-
tion of the office bearers for another
occasion in view of the impending
transfers of our staff and as so much
weight was brought to bear on us, this
request had to be granted and we all had
an enjoyable evening on the above date.

I wish to tender my sincerest thanks
to the president, the committee
and all our members for the en-
thusiastic co-operation. I wish the guild
all suceess and fervently hope that in
future this organisation will help the
members in every way so that the time
spent at work will be enlivened and en-
hanced by the activities of the guild.

P. Selvanayagam
( Hon. Secretary.)

N
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Jaftna Hindu Ladies' College 0ld Girls' Association

Since its inception on 7th June
1947, the Old Girls Association of
Jaffna Hiudu Ladies’ College has
made immense strides in its many and
varied activities. The  Association
primarily” serves as a link between the
past and present pupils and makes
them aware of the needs of the insti-

tution.

With the take-over of schools
and the increase in the student popu-

lation, the school had to find addi-
tional accomodation to house the
students and educate them in con-

genial surroundings. The Principal, in
conjunction  with the  Education
Department, set about putting up a
new structure.
ation volunteered to render financial
agsistance to the school authorities,
hoping to expedite the completion of
the building. In connection with this,
the Association organised a Bharata
Natya recital in 1967, and was able
to collect a sum of Rs 9469 - 11 cts..
which has been deposited at the
Jaffna Co-operative Provincial Bank
Ltd., Jaffna. Inspite of our efforts,

President

Vice President

Secretary

Asst. Secretary

Treasurer :
Asst. Treasurer .
Committee Members

The Old Girls* Associ-

we regret to mnote that nothing has
been done by the Education authori-
ties to have the building completed.

Last year we struck new ground
and organized a film- show — ‘“Pasa
Nila ¢ -— bssides the usual get-to-
gether. This year, we had a Thevaram
Recital by Shri P. A. S. Rajasekaran,
and a very stimulating and instructive
talk on -“Mental Health aund Mental
Illnesses ** by Dr. T, Arulampalam.

Though our meetings are well-
patronised, we would wish to see
more of our old girls scattered over
the Is'and make an extra effort to

attend our meetings.

The success of our efforts would
have been in vain but for the un-
stinted co-operation of the Principal
and staff of the College. We are
thankful to all old girls who respond-
ed to our call

We wish our Alma Mater all

success.

M Arunasalam,

(Honorary Secretary)
Mrs. V. Arumugam
Mrs. J. Yogaratnam

Mrs. M. Arunasalam
Mrs. N. Rajasingam

Mrs. P. Jeganathan

Mrs. G. Sockalingam
Mrs. T. Yoganathan
Mrs. T. Visvanathan
Mrs. P. Kandasamy

Mrs. K. Shanmugalingam
Mrs. D. Meignanasundaram
Mrs. R. Ganeshan

Mrs. S. Sivasubramaniam
Mrs. S. Kaliyanasundaram
Miss K. Elaiyathamby
Miss V. Subramaniam
Mrs. M. Muttuthamby
Miss K. Thambyaiyah
Miss V. Thambyaiyab



6. C. E Advanced Level Examination Results
Science December 1367.

Physical Science
Rajeswary Kanagaratnam ( English Medium )

Biological Science
Chandrakumary Kandiah ( Tamil Medium )

Arts April 1968
Vijayambal Ariamuthu Chettiar
Kalavathy Kandiah
Vijayalakshmi Ponnampalam
Thirumagal Somasundaram
Sushiladevi Kanagaratnam
Pathminidevi Sivapragasam
Asothadevi Muthiah
Shanthini Nadarajah

Prize Winners

Jaffna Hindu Ladies’ College Essay Contests 1967

Tamil
G C. E. A/L
Vijayambal A First
Santhini N. Second
Neelambal N. Third
" G. C. E. O/L. & Prep.
Leela \' First
Bavany B Second
Sivapathasundary A Third
Stds. 8 & 7
- Usha B First
Ushadevi S; Second
Mathivathana K Third
Stds. 6 & 5
Nanthini J First
Yogeswary K. Second
Buvaneswaryammal S. Third
English
G C. E. A/L, O/L. & Prep.
Nirmala S. First
Saroja G. Second
Tharmawathy Bl Third
Y -9



Stds 8 & 7
Umadeviammaiyar S. First
Shyamala R. Second
Chandra A 1hird
Stds. 6 & 5
Yasothara A, First
Manjula N. Second
Chitra N. Third
Drama Competition 978
“Mannum Sumanthan’’ Saraswathy House First
“Vira Abhymanyu " Parvathy House Second
“lava Kusa’ Lakshmi House Third
Individual Prizes
Sekhilar Savithiri P. First
Abhymanyu Revathy T Second
Seetha % Lavan Gnaneswary S.
& Neeladevi \'2 Third

All Ceylon Sekhilar Manram Competition

Lingakumari K
Sivanandasothy K.
Mahalakshmi K.
Vijayaluxmy e

College Officers

Certificate of Merit

24 (2}

7" r

ry

for 1568

"

EBoard of Prefecis :

Senior Prefect : Chandrakumari Kandiah
Vijayambal Ariamuthu Chettiar
Asothadevi Muthiah

Sivasothy Pathmanathan

Savithri Ponnambalam

Lingasoundari Kanagalingam

Shanthini Nadarajah
Sarathambal Thiruvilangam
Padmini Thambirajah
Rajeswary Kumaraswamy
Yasmin Aboosalih
Vimalothini Loganathan'

Games Captain :

Savithri

Ponnampalam

House Mistress:

Miss P, Selvanayagam

A. Thuraisingam

R. Somasegarasundaram
Y. Cumaraswamy

. S. Kanagasabapathy

Rajeswary Kumaraswamy

Saraswathy —
Lakshmi — Mrs.
Parvathy — Mrs.
Arunthathy e Mrs,
Rathy — Mrs
House Captains :
Saraswathy —
Lakshmi —

330/

Jeyagowri Rasiah -



Parvathy — Chandrakumari Kandiah

Arunthathy — Mallika Devi Kanagaratnam
Rathy — Tharmapoopathy Muttiah
G. C. E. A/L Union
Patron : Mrs. P. A. Jebaratnarajah
President Umadevi Sivapathasundaram Secretary ; Maheswariammah

Sundaramgillai
Treasurer : Sivasothy Pathmanathan

G. Co E. QL Union

Patron 3 Mrs. T. Visuvanathan
President i Thayavathy Tharmalingam
Secretary : Rajeswary Visuvalingam
Treasurer 3 Sivakamasundary Somasundaram

Religicus Asscciatien
Patr-n 3 Mrs. R. Shanmugam
Presidert 3 Chandrakumari Kandiah
Jt. Secretaries : Savithiri P.

Lingasoundari K.

Treasurer . Parameswarie Subramaniam

ﬂlstory & Civics Association

Patron : Mrs. S. Balasubramaniam
President : Sivasothy Pathmanathan
Secretary : Selvendranee Ponniah
Treasurer ; Vijayalakshmy Sabaratnam
Science & Film Asseciation
Patron : Miss S. Nagalingam
Presi‘ent ; Tharmapoopathy Muttiah
Secretary : Sarathadevi Manickam
Treasu-er : Thavamalar Thambirajah
Geography Association
Patron : Mrs. P. Satchithanandan
Fine Arts Asscciation
Patrou : Mrs. P, Vasudevan
Girl Gmdes Association
Patron : Mis. P. Subramaniam
Brownies
Patron g Mrs. J. Kandiah
Hostel Union
Patron : The Principal
President : Sakuntaladevi Balasingam
Secretary : Sivasothy Pathmanathan
Treasurer ; Jeyagowri Rasiah



Mrs.
Miss.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Mrs. .

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Miss
Mrs.
Miss
Mrs

Mrs.
Mrs.

Mirs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Miss
Mrs

Mrs.

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Miss

Mrs.
Mrs.

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Miss
Miss
Mr.

Miss
Miss
Miss
Mrs.

The Staff 1968

V. Arumuzam

P. Ramanygthan

S. Arumugam

S. Gnanasambanthan
T. Pararajasingam
P. Vasudevan

A. Nagaratnam

S. Balasubramaniam
Y. Cumaraswamy

T. Visuvanathan

M. Muthuthamby

P. Thurairajah

K. Sabanayagam

P. A. Jebaratnarajah
P. Jeganathan

B. Sivadasan

A. Ratnam

T Muthukumarasamy
P. Selvanayagam

P. Satchithanandam
B. R. Thambiayah
R. Shanmugam

P. Pararajasingam
A. Thuraisingam

P. Subramaniam

K. Shanmugalingam
V. Myloo

S. Kanagasabapathy
L. Balasingam

G. Sockalingam
M. Nadesapillai
J. Kumarasamy
T. Subramania Iyer

P. Paramanantham
T. Kandapillai

A. Kurunathy

P. Sivagurunathan

R. Somasegarasundaram
R. Cader

T. Vythy

V. K. Nalliah

S. Nagalingam
V. Subramaniam
Y. Vallipuram
A. Veerasingam

(Madras) Post-graduate Traine-
Hons. (Annamalai)

(Lond.)

. (Lond.)

. (Lond.)

. A. (Lond.)

B. A. (Lond.)

3. A. (Annamalai)

B. A.
B. A.
B. A.
B. A
A
A
A
A
». A. (Madras)
A
A
Sc
A
A
A
A

B.
B

S
2

. (Madras)
. (Madras)
. (Madras)
. (Ceylon)
. (Madras) Dip. Ed. (Ceylon)
. (Ceylon),
. (Lond.)
. Sc. (Madras)
. Sc. (Madras)
. Sc, (Madras)
B. A. (Ceylon)
Ist Class Sec. Trd. (Arts & Crafts)
B. A. (Madras)

Teacher Counsellor’s Certificate
B. Sc. (Ceylon)
B. Sc. (Lond.)
Sec. Trd (Maths) 1st Class
Sec. Trd. Science Ist Class
Dip. H. Sc.
Eng. Teacher’s Drawing Certificate
S. S, C. Eng & Phy. Trained

Y. M. C. A. College, Madras

Ceylon Univ. Tamil Diploma
1st Class Tamil Trained
1st Class Tamil Trained
N. C. O. M. S. Music Teacher’s

FYs Certificate
Eng. Tr. Certificate 1st Class

Teacher’s Certifiate in Physical Ed.
(Madras)

PEEEEIEREF T

1st Class Tamil Trained

1st Class Sccondary Trained A\ zri:ulture
B. A. (Madras)
Sp. Trd. (Maths) Palaly
Sp. Trd. (Craft) Palaly

Sp. Trd. Natana Niketan, N. C. 0. M. S

Teacher’s Certificate

B. Sc. (Ceylon)

Sangeetha Pooshanam, Annamalai

B. A. (Lond.)

1st Class Tamil Trained.
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SECTION 1I

29

P

‘presents’ for ‘present’
‘manifested’ o ‘mainfested’
‘Colleagues’ 2 «Colleges’
‘Jaffna’ ) ‘Jafina’
‘evinced’ ¥ ‘envinced’
“form’ 5 ‘for*

1955 A 1954

under the last photograph.
‘amount’ for ‘number’
‘scientific’ o ‘scientifle’
by 2 *bye’
‘Knowledge’ = ‘Knowleg °
‘omit’ ‘The’
‘taken’ > ‘takan’
‘was’ 55 ‘were’
‘ended’ . ‘endeed’
‘while all’ = ‘which as ail’
‘make’ ’ ‘moke’
‘Stare’ 4 ‘share’
‘reflects’ T ‘refiects’
‘silvered’ > siivered’
‘chaps’ » ‘chaps’

‘4> 3% e 4° 3 2/1
‘metres’ 3 ‘mettes’
‘place’ ,, ‘plaee’
‘Kandiah®  for ‘Kumaraswany’
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