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Working with a Leader...!

I started working with the legend, Dr. A. Ketheswaran
from June 2012 when I got my first Medical Administra-
tion appointment to Base Hospital Tellippalai as a Medi-

cal Superintendent after finishing my Masters Degree in

Medical Administtation.

In various categories, still I have been working with our Sir as Deputy RDHS, and
RDHS.

Dr.Ketheswaran Sir has been playing an inevitable and pivotal role for the North-
ern Province Health sector from late 1990s and especially when he undertook the
health management of Jaffna district in 2005, it marked the beginning of a new
era. He assumed the responsibility of re-structuring and modernizing the face of
healthcare delivery from the remnants of war-devasted debris. That was really a
needy time to have a legendary leader to uplift the health sector and the nature

has correctly chosen the most suitable professional for that.

A good leader really demonstrates and set examples to their subordinates via their
actions. 1 have been blessed to work under Sir as a head of the institution when
he was the Regional Director of Health Service (RDHS) Jaffna and when he was
the Provincial Director of Health Services (PDHS) Northern Province, I worked
under him as RDHS Mullaitivu. Hence, I am blessed to have the experience of his
guidance and leadership qualities. Still the lessons learnt from Sir is guiding me

for my professional and personal life.

He demonstrates extra ordinary level of Professional skills, Emotional Intelligence
and Ethical values in each minute of his works and thus lays the best pathway for

his fellow officers to follow.

Our Sir is a Text book of Management. How?
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Sri Lankan Institute of Development Administration (SLIDA) defines the “Man-

¥ - 4
agement” as;

“Getting the things done through and with the people by using the available
resources efficiently and effectively in a changing environment to achieve
the organizational objectives and goals”

Its simply a descriptive of our Sir, Dr.A.Ketheswaran.

[am really privileged to be a part of this “Diamond Jubilee” “werflafipr™ via this

message.
God bless you Sir.

Dr. Umashankar Muthukumarasamy Sharma.

MBBS (Jaftna-Sri Lanka),

MSc¢ in Medical Administration (Colombo-Sri Lanka),
MD in Medical Administration (Colombo-Sri Lanka)
MSc in Medical Toxicology (Colombo-Sri Lanka),
MBA (Commonwealth-OUSL),

Regional Director of Health Service — Mullaitheevu

B i M
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Greeting Massage from Dr.T.Balamuraly

“I write to offer my warmest congratulations to
Dr.A Ketheeswaran on the happy occasion of his Diamond
Jubilee celebration. During the past thirty-four years, his
unflagging commitment to maintain the principle of dignity
in the health sector of the Northern Province by virtue of his
prestigious medical profession is highly admirable.During
the war in the Island, the health status of the North kept on
gradually deterioraling. His dedication in organizing humanitarian action in the medical
field has touched my heart deeply. For instance, his crucial role in launching an emergency
ambulance services with communication centre (1-1-0) which moved door te door to
pick the patients was a priceless effort. In fact, this kind of his merciful and humanitarian
actions were very helpful to the patients who had no access to reach the hospitals during
the difficult time, and his timely action in launching the ambulance services, at the time,
was a great acquisition, and it reduced mortality by saving countless lives. I do feel that it
is a very suitable topic to honour the memory of him.

It is with great pleasure, T am truly grateful for his exceptional care, advice, and the bond
I share. During my office as a Medical Officer of Health of Jaffna municipal council, his
guidance and technical support played a pivotal role in fighting the deadly COVID-19 and
Dengue outbreak situations. It was immensely helpful in combating the unprecedented
emergency situations.

Due to his high-profile medical administrative leadership, many certificates of recognition
and appreciations were presented to Jaffna District and the Northern Province by the
central ministry of health for its great achievement and improvement in the health care
services.

Holding the prominent positions as a Regional Director of Health Services in Jaflna and
Provincial Director of Health Services in the Northern Province, his personal resilience,
integrity, honesty, openness and the ability tlo communicate effectively with a wide range
of our health staff are highly appreciable.

May this special day bring him well-deserved recognition and joy, both personally and
professionally!

I want to wisk him many great
years ahead so that he can carry
on doing all the great that he does.

Dr. Tharmalingam Balamuraly (MBBS / DFM)
Former Medical Officer of Health (Jaffna Municipal Council)
Medical Officer (Teaching Hospital Jaftna)
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A Beacon of Service and Love: Celebrating
Dr. Arumugam Ketheswaran at 60’s

In the heart of Northern Province, a man
named Arumugam Ketheswaran was born to Velupillai
Arumugam and Arumugam Meenachchi on May 4,
1964. Little did they know, their son would grow up to
touch countless lives through his service as the Regional
Director of Health Services for over two decades. His journey took him to Russia
to finish his medical education, and he served in multiple places in Sri Lanka. His
name reached every corner of the Northern Province.

My father’s journey is a testament to his resilience and dedication. He
has always strived to make his father proud, serving his people with unwavering
commitment even in his 60s. His ability to balance work and home life is nothing
short of extraordinary. His skills in instant problem-solving, decision-making, and
writing articles and poetry are testament to his multifaceted personality.

His relationship with his family truly sets him apart. Despite our
differences, our bond is more like that of best friends. We've shared deep care,
little fights, and most importantly, countless moments of friendship. His love for
my mother is unparalleled, their understanding and companionship unlike any
I've seen. Their bond always reminds me of “Sita and Ramar” from Ramayanam. |
really admire their 33 years of married life. | never ever saw my father overspeak
to my mother.

Among them, the first and the best moment stands out, a moment | don’t
want to miss but sadly lost my chance. Despite this, | hold onto the hope that I'll
always have a place in their hearts. He would play a lullaby to help me sleep. We
played and watched cricket together, watched Kamal Hassan movies, sang his
songs, and went out for long drives. He's the one who opened the door for me
to get into the Computing field, he actually found that | can do much more than
him, but I've realized it way too late he taught me how to survive alone, allowing
me to explore the world on my own terms. There were times when things went
wrong, even terribly so, but he was always there, standing by my side, ready to
solve any problem.

While | may not be the perfect child, my father is the epitome of
perfection to me a best friend and a beacon of belief, inspiring me to strive for
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the impossible. As he steps into his 60th year and embraces retirement, | am
filled with immense gratitude for him and my Uncle Arumugam Subramaniyam,
who has been a father figure in my life. My commitment to their happiness is
unwavering, as is my hope to continue seeing my father’s joyous smile. Although
| question whether | can proudly claim to be Arumugam Ketheswaran’s son,
having not lived up to what | feel makes him proud, that judgment I leave to him.
" Life granted me a golden opportunity by being his son, and | hope to one day feel
deserving of it. Wishing a very happy birthday to my dad, the extraordinary man
he is, may we have countless moments of joy and years of health ahead. | love you.

Ketheswaran Gauthaman (Son)
Liverpool, UK
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ajor General GA Chandrasini with RDHS & Staff of RDHS Office, Jaffna
26 .01 2011
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