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WIMAL & ASSOCIATES

Barristers & Solicitors
222 l.a Trobe Street Melbourne 3000

Ouver 25 years of legal services under our belt!!!

Our legal expertise spans over the following legal fields:
== Migration Law
Skilled Migration
parent Migration
Family Migration
Temporary Resident Visas
Visitor Visas
All Student Visa Matters
Appeals to Migration Review Tribunal(MRT),
Refugee Review Tribunal(RT), Federal Magistrates Court,
Federal Court & the High Court of Australia

== Conversing (Buying / Selling property)

= Wills & Probate

= Family Law (Divorce, Custody, Property Issues)
= Motor Vehicle Accidents

== Professional Negligence

FOR LEGAL ASSISTANCE FROM LEGAIL PROFESSIONALS WHO CARE ABOUT

YOU & YOER NEEDS

Contact Wimal ot Yasotha

Phone: (03) 9667 0216

(03) 9898 6339(A.H) . s
Mobile : 0412 036 693 A

MEMBER OF

: GRATION INSTITUTE
E-mail : w1mal@lawy et com N OF AUSTRALIA

yas OWI m a] (Jlflwyer com: Registered Migration Agent No. 9254004 (Wimal)
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Message from President
Kokuvil Hindu College Old Students Association (Vic)
Australia Inc

I am proud to deliver this message on the occasion of the social event of “San-
gamam 2010" organised by the Victorian old students of Kokuvil Hindu Col-
lege. It gets more significant now as we are celebrating century year of our
school at home as well as all over the world. Sangamam 2010 is the first ever
such event in Victoria, made possible due to the hard work, commitment and
enthusiasm of our committee members. Although we are new and relatively
small in size, we have made significant contributions towards our school
within a short period of time.

| am pleased to inform you that we are celebrating this event strictly from the
income that we have generated from the sale of tickets and from generous
advertisements we received from our well wishers.

I wish to take this opportunity to request other old students living in Victoria
to join as members in large numbers, and take the leadership of our associa-
tion to a new height.

I also take this opportunity to sincerely thank all programmers, who willingly
gave us their free programs at the expense of their precious time.

Thank you

R.Siriratnam
President
Kokuvil Hindu College Old Students Association (Vic] Australia Inc

CENTURY
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Message from Chief Guest
Kokuvil Hindu College 100 Years — Not Out

| am delighted to be present at the 2nd annual joyous celebration of our
OSA Victoria Branch — Australia.This is just not only a 2nd year function but
it is a remarkable event in celebrating 100 years of Kokuvil Hindu College.
Participating in the centenary event is a great gift and not many will have
the privilege to be a part of it.

Kokuvil Hindu College has completed a century 1910 - 2010. It is indeed a
great achievement.The School has progressed from humble beginnings -
Cadjan thatched single hut to multi story buildings.

We must be very grateful to our pioneers. Their Contribution, immeasurable
Dedication and Commitment are beyond expression.

Our school was not just an educational institution; it provided wholesome
development of the body, mind and spirit for the well being of one and all.
The school has inculcated Education, Culture, Spirituality, Humanity and
Charity. This is evident by the contribution and participation of our past stu-
dents around the globe. This is further reinforced by the many academics,
cultural ambassadors, spiritual leaders, humanity champions, charity orga-
nizers and political leaders. It is impossible to enumerate details of our Omni
Competent past students.

Our past students are able to be involved in varied fields because of the
wholesome education that they received from our revered teachers.

I would like to express my heartfelt congratulations to the President, Mr. Sri
Ratnam, and the energetic members of the Committee for organizing such
a fitting Centenary function.

My best wishes and God's Blessings!
V. GANESHALINGAM

d )
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Principal:

A.Ahiladas M.Ed.SLPS -1 T.P: 021 222 2646

Deputy Principat: 021 321 4017

K.Velautham B.Sc, PGDE, 5LTS1 E-Mail: kokuvilhindu@vyahoo.com

Kokuvil
(SriLanka)
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Message from President of Kokuvil Hindu College [OSA)
Colombo Branch

As President of KH.C. (O.S.A.) Colombo Branch, | am glad and proud to
extend my greetings and best wishes to the organizers of the “Sangamam
2010" during our ‘Alma Mater” Centenary Year in Australia (Victoria) and
pleased to send this message for the magazine to be released on May 15,
2010. The function serves somewhat as a ‘Retreat’” where past pupils and
teachers living in Australia, their families and friends meet and enjoy the day
with their Chief Guest. Despite numerous setbacks in the past, our College is
marching forward in the Centenary year and is also counting on the past
pupils association’s help.

Our Past Principal Mr. Kamalanathan retired in 2007 and the new Principal
Mr. Akiladas has taken charge of our school. He is well qualified and has
shown lot of interest and under his guidance our school students had shone
not only in their education but also in sports, Interact [Rotary) and other ex-
tracurricular activities in the past two years.

We invited our new Principal to Colombo last year, and he announced his
plans to uplift not only the students education but also to improve the school
image by giving a face lift to the premises for the Centenary celebrations. We
have collected and remitted nearly Rs. One Million for this purpose.

The Association also felicitated one of our Vice Presidents, Mr.Manickam Sub-
ramaniam on January 30, 2010 at Chinmaya Mission Pragati on his 70 th
Birthday from 7 pm onwards at a well gathered Felicitation dinner not only
for his valuable contributions to our “Alma Mater” in the past 6 years, but also
he has now launched on building a Pavilion at the eastern wing of the
College play-ground estimated to cost Rs. 15 Million.

The Colombo Association has also arranged with the Postal authorities to re-
lease a Stamp and First Day Cover to commemorate the College Centenary,
and this is expected to take place in July this year during the Centenary Year
Celebration at the school. Another first day cover with Rs.5.00 stamp depict-
ing S. Handy Perinbanayagam picture, will also be issued on this occasion.Let
us hope that our school grows to greater heights in the years to come,

Dr. K. Ketheeswaran JP.
President, K.H.C. {O.5.A.) Colombo Branch.
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Message from the President Kokuvil Hindu College {OSA)
Australia Branch

It is with great pleasure that | send this message on the occasion of the Anniver-
sary of the Victoria Branch of Kokuvil Hindu College Old Students Association.
This occasion brings old students and well-wishers of Kokuvil Hindu College to-
gether.

I take this opportunity to acknowledge in particular,the hard work and contribu-
tions made by past students R.Siriratnam, R.Thavakumar, T.Nadanakumar,
V.Paranthaman, S.Dushyanthan, and Srisasinthiran who inaugurated the Koku-
vil Hindu College OSA, Victoria Branch in 2008.

Although Victoria Branch is small and young you have supported our school fi-
nancially during last year and also helped displaced people from Vani.

I am particularly plcased that the OSA has invited our patron
Mr.V.Ganesalingham as Chief Guest for the function.

Our Association has recently made a contribution of AUD $ 2000 (including two
individual member contributions of AUD 500 each) towards cost of purchasing
the land for the playground/Centenary Celebrations. Our live band “Uthaya
Geetham” consisting of old students and their children have performed at our
get-together since 2008. We are planning to have our Annual get-together on
23rd October'10 with variety of entertainment.

On behalf of our Association, | congratulate everyone involved with the KHC
Old Students’” Association, Victoria and wish your Association every success in
the future.

M Indrakumar
President
Kokuvil Hindu College OSA Australia
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S. Handy Perinbanayagam
Principal - Kokuvil Hindu College ( 1949 - 1960 )

S. Handy Perinbanayagam (1899-1977), founder leader of the Jaffna Youth Con-
gress, pioneered the movement in Ceylon for complete national independence.
Gandhian ideals were his inspiration. He never deviated from his ideal of a
united independent Lanka with two official languages. He used to say, “What
Sinhala is to the Sinhalese, Tamil ought to be to the Tamils. A minority need not
be subordinate to the majority in a free country.” Within Jaffna society itseif he
fought against the disabilities imposed by considerations of caste. As early as
the 1920's he had openly accepted the members of the oppressed castes as
honoured guests in his home.

Handy Perinbanayagam was a great educationist and teacher. He fought for the
children’s right to learn in the mother tongue. At a time when English was the
language of government, education and prestige, though he himself was a
teacher of English and Latin, he along with his friend K.Nesiah, were two lone
voices to fight for the children’s right ta learn in the mother tongue.

He left practically no aspect of life in the island, and particularly in Jaffna, un-
touched by his searching survey and criticism in his writings and speeches, in
both Tamil and English - not to speak of his active involvement in various social
movements. He taught at Jaffna College, VVaddukoddai for a long spell and was
later Principal of Kokuvil Hindu Coliege, 1949 to 1960 when he retired. During
his period he built up Kokuvil Hindu into a good college. The school carnival of
1950, and the good-will of the school community and past pupils generated
funds for school development with Storied buildings. Thedinner tradition, he
started in the College with leaders from South Sri Lanka as Chief Guests, was
continued by the successors. He bequeathed to a sub-urban School his ideals
and his wisdom when he left. Besides being a leading educationist of his time he
was a socialist. He was President of the All-Ceylon Union of Teachers, and was
the member of the1961 National Education Commission. Not once did he devi-
ate from his ideal of a united independent Sri Lanka.

His Excellency The President of Sri Lanka, Hon. Mahinda Rajapakse in his Inde-
pendence day speech on Februart 4, 2008, recalled that Handy Perinbanaya-
gam in the early 1930’s was the leader from Jaffna who first called for full inde-
pendent ofCeylon.

it is commendable that the Old Students’ Association - Colombo Branch - Kokuvil

~ Hindu College took the initiative on this matter and that the Sri Lankan state re-
sponded by issuing the First Day Cover with Rs.5.00 stamp to honour the
memory of one of the great sons of Sri Lanka.

Kokuvil Hindu College { O.5.A.) Colombo Branch.
16-02- 2010.
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KOKUVIL HINDU COLLEGE - CENTENARY YEAR
(1910 - 2010 )

The School that began in Kokuvil in 1910 as an Anglo-vernacular feeder school to Jaffnaindu
College became a Grant-a-aid school of the Director of Public Education in 1914. An English
school and a Tamil school under two Head Masters functioned in the same premises in 1926 and
it was named Kokuvil Hindu English School categorized as “Junior Secondary School - ‘C’ grade”.,
It had classes of both boys and girls up to the 1.5.C. level, Dedicated services of a band of Head
Masters like 5. Chelliah (the founder), S. Thiyagarajah and M. Karthigesu coupled with growth in
student numbers enabled the school to be elevated in 1940 as a “Senior Secondary School - ‘B’
grade” with classes up to London Matriculation. Karthigesu mobilized the school community
and past pupils to so develop the school with buildings and equipment that it was raised to col-
legiate status in 1941. The name was changed as Kokuvil Hindu College with Karthigesu as first
Principal. He was succeed by S. Seenivasagam in 1943 and by V.Nagalingam in 1946. The Free
Education that was ushered in 1945 created accommadation problems and semi permanent
buildings housed the classes. School premises were expanded with a donation from the heirs of
the founder 5 Ims of land and further 2 % Acres acquired for College play-ground , all with
public donations. Talented teachers were recruited, Science laboratories were equipped and
college gainedrecognition as Grade | College. Principal Nagalingam's sudden death in 1949 was
a heavy blow to the College.

S. Handy Perinbanayagam became Principal of KHC, in 1949 and he laboured till 1960 to build
up a good college. The carnival of 1950, and the good-will of the school community and past
pupils generated funds for school development with Storied buildings. The dinner tradition he
started with leaders from South Sri Lanka as Chief Guests was continued by the successors. He
bequeathed to a sub-urban School his ideals and his wisdom when he left. C.K. Kanthaswami
was Principal from 1960. Educational standards were up-graded; the college attained excellent
results in Public examinations, did well in Sports, Football and Cricket competitions with Jaffna
Schools and he continued the building program as well. He was succeeded by P.S. Cumaras-
wamy in 1971 to be followed by M. Mahadeva in 1972 and A. Panchalingam in 1980. The col-
lege was uplifted academically and in sports. He tactfully got over the IPKF crises period in 1987,
got damages repaired and the college functioned without any long interruption. Thefour wings
of storied buildings in the northern campus remain a monument to the vision and labours of all
its Principals.

As R. Mahendran became Principal in 1991, he gave life to the dormant Colombo Old Students’
Association in 1994. The exodus of people from Jaffna in October 1995 interrupted college
work that resumed later in May 1996 with T. Ganeshapillai as Acting Principal and Kamalana-
than was appointed Principal in September 1966. The 50% student strength gradually increased
to 1265in 1968 and to a staff of 74 teachers and 1740 students in 2004. The pre-1995 level was
achieved by the time Kamalanathan retired in 2007. The southern campus primarily of girl stu-
dents had been given a face- lift with two new storied buildings donated by four past pupils All
modern facilities have been provided to students in K.H.C. now. The College is well equipped
with computers, a good laboratory, a well stocked library, an Auditorium and Learning Centre
all in the same premises. The Old Students” Association in Colombo,.K., Canada, Germany,
Norway and Australia have contributed much to the progress of the College. The Tamil school
that began in 1926 was separated from the Collegiate section in 1976 and is functioning under
a separate Principal, Mrs. C. Chahadevan as K.H.C. Primary School with 15 classes up to Grade V
level.

A.Ahiladas has been appointed Principal K.H.C. from 2007 and the staff strength remains at 92
teachers and 1820 students in 2009. Unlike his predecessors he is fortunately left with no im-
pediments and is working enthusiastically to develop the Centenarian Schaol to greater heights,
The two entrances to the Northern campus have been embellished with donations from Mrs,
Gnanalogini and children of former teacher Muthamma. It is commendable that the Old Stu-
dents’ Association - Colombo Branch - Kokuvil Hindu College took the initiative in arranging a
stamp issue and the Sri Lankan state responded by issuing the Centenary stamp to commemo-
rate Kokuvil Hindu College’s Centenary.

5. Ratnapragasam

Senior Vice President.

Kokuvil Hindu College [{O.5.A) Colombo Branch.
16-02-2010.
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Activities of Kokuvil Hindu College

(Old Students’ Association) Colombo Branch.

The Kokuvil Hindu College, Old Students’ Association, Colombo Branch commenced its activities
in Colombo on February 29, 1944 and helped the school to tide over the damage caused by a
fire. Past pupils and well-wishers responded with willing donations for the purpose. Principal
Seenivasagam came to Colombo in December 1944 and formally inaugurated the Colombo
Assaciation. The Principal was made President exofficio. The Association functioned under M.A.
Nadarajah, the senior - most Vice President with T. Sabaratnam as Secretary. A. Appathurai, A.
Sinnathamby, S.Balasubramaniam, S. Thiruvilangam, S. Rajendram, V. Ramanathan, and

V. Suppiah were chosen as the other Vice Presidents whilst S.K. Murugiah, S. Sangarasivam,
A.Kandiah, R.Sivaratnam, P. Naganathan, P.5.5. Ratnasabapathy, S. Senathirajah and

C. somasundaram served as committee members. They arranged a benefit show at the then El-
phinstone Theatre, Colomba in early 1945 and remitted an appreciable amount of money to the
school to meet urgent equipment and building extension needs. Later in the same year the
Association played a significant part in raising funds for the College when two school concerts
were staged in Colombo Town Hall and 5t. Peters College Hall. As Hotel accommodation then
was difficult, the teachers and the children were accommodated by senior members in their
own homes. The money collected by sale of tickets was handed over to the Principal for the
building fund and the troupe proceeded to Matale to stage a concert there.

Again in 1947 it collected funds from the members and helped Principal V. Nagalingam with
funds to supplement the loan of Rs. 25,000.00 from the Management Board required for the
acquisition of 2 ¥ acres of land in the vicinity of the school for the College play - ground.
S.K. Murugiah who succeeded as Secretary revised the Association’s Constitution which was
adopted by the general body on June 27, 1948. P.S.5. Ratnasabapathy, . Ratnapragasam ,
5. Rasiah, N. Sivasubramaniam, S.Kumaravelu and P. Rajaratnam served as Secretaries in later
years whilst T. Neethirajah, 5.M. Arumugam and A. Kanapathipillai were admitted as
Vice — Presidents with V.N.Manickavasagar , V.A. Nadarajah, N.P. Thevarajah,
M. Ratnasabapathy. P. Sinnathurai,5.K. Rajaratnam, and V. Varnakulasingham as Management
committee members. The Association was so vibrant and enthusiastically active in helping the
school in the early years with its urgent needs that in 1949, the Management Board
| Jaffna Hindu College and the affiliated schools ) in appreciation, readily accommodated an
Association’s nominee C. Arulambalam to serve in the Board from 1950. When S. Handy
Perinbanayagam was appeinted as Principal of K.H.C. in April 1949, senior members of our
Association assembled at Colombo Fort Railway Station on May 26,1949 to receive the Principal
who was arriving in Colombo by the night mail train from Jaffna. He was welcomed with
garlands that morning and later felicitated at a delicious lunch at the Old Kathiresan Temple Hall
in Bambalapitiya, organized by A.Kandiah and S. Sangarasivam. Well over hundred old students,
friends and well - wishers joined at the lunch. Following the request from the Principal, the
Association collected funds in 1949 and helped him, equip the College library with a stock of
books in English selected from the Jaffna College Librarians list. For the Linga Lights Carnival
organized by the school in 1950, the Association arranged and sent a Generator from Colombo
to provide Electricity during the Carnival period, The photo plates and blocks for the pictures
carried in the Carnival Souvenir were made by Plate Itd., Colombo and their cost was borne by
the Colombo OSA . Some members went down to Jaffna and helped in Carnival work as
volunteers. S. Sangarasivam ( Vice President ) hosted the dance troupe from Colombo headed
by Miss. Indrani Vairamuthu [Mrs. I. Panjalingam ] in his own home in Kokuvil. Later in 1957,
when the first storied Building Project was launched in Kokuvil the Calombo OSA helped the
Principal and Vice Principal in their rounds in Colombo saliciting contributions from our

- members and well - wishers. A.Navaratnam obliged with his car for travelling all over Colombo
‘every week end. A substantial amount of money was raised in this manner: nearly every one of
our members contributed a month's salary ; cost of one floor of that building was met from the
contributions of Old Students. Promises were followed up and collected in installments
and remitted to the School Building Fund. Arrangements were also made with the Department
of Island Revenue in Colombo for the P.T.A. Building Fund of Kokuvil Hindu College to be
declared an "Approved Charity” on March 30, 197 1. Donations to the Building Fund were thus

exempted from Income Tax of donors. ‘ 3
Handy Peribanayagam, on retirement was felicitated at a function at Sri Katha then in "CENTU%
(IDOJYEARS)

Kdi'lupitiya on May 28, 1960 when he was presented with a valedictory brochure of tributes
from the past pupils and friends. Copies of which were also distributed amongst those present.
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Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

1910 - 2010



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

FIBIHDID BITDDIDN e

When CK. Kanthaswamy succeeded H. Peribanayagam as Principal, Kokuvil Hindu College in
NOVEMBER 1960, the Colombo Association invited him to Colombo and felicitated him at a
dinner at Central Y.M.C.A. Hall, Colombo Fort.

The Colombo Assaciation also honoured T. Neethrajah, one of it’s Vice Presidents on his being
selected a Senator at a complimentary dinner on November 29, 1967 at Hotel Taprobane ,
Colombo Fort. Ministers W. Dahanayake, V.A. Sugathathasa, M.H.Mohamed and A. Ratnayake
graced this dinner at which both 5. Handy Peribanayagam and C.K. Kanthaswamy were present.
When Principal C.K. Kanthaswamy retired, the Colombo Assaciation honoured him at the
farewell lunch at Saraswathy Hall, Bambalapitiya on July 15, 1971 and presented him with
valedictory booklet of tributes and a Refrigetator for use in his house at Anaicaddai. Qur senior
most Vice President M.A. Nadarajah died in August 1974 and 5.M. Arumugam , Assistant
Director of Irrigation was elected to fill that vacancy.

A long succession of enthusiastic men have built up the Colombo Association by their loyal and
untiring efforts. The attachment to their ‘Alma Mater * continues unabated with the younger
generation as well up to now. Until the 1990's the Colombo Association was the only
Association outside Kokuvil that financially helped the college in its progress without interfering
in its internal administration. The branch in the United Kingdom began in 1992 and the one in
Canada was inaugurated in 1994 and they arc today a source of great help to the school from
Principal Kamalanathan's period onwards. There are branches inaugurated later in Germany,
Norway and Australia.

The race riots in Colombo in 1983 disrupted the Colombo Association’s activities and a decade
of dormancy followed till 1994 due to unsettled conditions in the country. It was however given
a new lease of life in 1994 with the election of K. Ketheeswaran as President by amending the
Constitution on May 4, 1994 to be assisted by S. Rajendran as Treasurer and A. Patkunam as
Secretary. We deviated from tradition and opted to work with an elected President because of
difficuit travel conditions between Colombo and Jaffna for the Principal. The new office bearers
at that time worked with enthusiasm gathered the past pupils in Colombo at a dinner in
December 1994 at Hotel Renuka, Colpetty and decided to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of the
Colombo Association in a fitting manner. The celebrations included a Dinner at Hotel Taj
Samudra, Colombo Fort on March 4, 1995 with Professor Viswa Warnapala as Chief Guest and
South Indian Artistes as the other Guests. A Souvenir was released to mark the occasion. On the
following day a musical fiesta was organized at the Sugathadasa Indoor Stadium. This was the
major fund raising event. Banupriya, Sri Vidya and Kavignaner Vairamuthu accompanied by
South Indian and locally famous singers performed at the Fiesta. This was a good crowd puller,
well over 6,000 film fans attended. Utilising the proceeds a Trust Fund in Association’s name was
set up on May 29, 1997, with One Million Rupees in Fixed Deposit with Hatton National Bank ,
Emirates Branch, Colombo. A Board of Trustees manages the Trust.

Two plots of land were purchased by the Trust and donated to the College - cne (7 Ims} in April
1998 and the other (2 Ims) in August 2001, The Trust also arranged the Gift of a house and land
{6 Ims) belonging ta Mr & Mrs. Ramakrihna | London | to the College. M. Subramaniam, one of
our Vice presidents purchased a house with land (3 Ims) adjoining the school for Rs. 1.3 Million
and donated it to the Callege. He had also constructed a three storied Centenary Building 120
ft. long in the Southern Campus of the College at a cost over Rs. 13 Million and donated it to the
College in November 2004. The Trust also purchased another house with fand {3 Ims) of land
which was financed jointly by U.K., Canada and Colombo Associations and donated it to the
Lollege. Rotarians - ADG. K. Ketheeswaran (President of Colombo Association) and
A.Panchalingam ( President of Jaffna Association ) organized one Computer Awareness Project
for Us § 6,000.00 with the help of Rotary International through Rotary Club of Jaffna and
donated &6 Computers and the Printer to the College for setting up of the Rajaparameswary
Technology Centre.

The Colombo Association celebrated S. Handy Perinbanayagam’s - Birth Centenary on March 28,
1999 at a function in Ramakrishna Mission Hall, Wellawatte with lighting of 100 oil lamps by a
group of 10 children. This was followed by a Dance Recital by the students of “Kalasuri” Vauki
Jegatheeswaran of Natiya Kala Mandir. A commemorative Souvenir “ A Sheaf of Tributes”

_containing different impressions of life and times was issued to mark the event. The
Perinbanayagam’s Memarial Orations were delivered by Professors Silan Kadirkamar ,

S. Sandrasekaram and Dr. T. Ariyaratne at this function.

i i
CENTURY,
(fOOJYEARS)
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Mrs. Sugirthaluxmy Supiramaniam - formerly Deputy Principal was honoured with a felicitation
dinner on September 5, 2001 at Hotel Holiday Inn, Colombo and presented with a Gold Medal
and a certification of Appreciation. On June 30, 2002 we honoured the farmer Principal,

A. Panchalingam with a Felicitation Dinner at Hotel Taj Samudra, Colambo and presented him
with a certificate of Appreciation and issued a commemorative Souvenir “ A Garland of Tributes”
which was presented in an Album form to him.

We are glad to record that the Colombo Association was honored by inviting our President

Dr. K. Ketheeswaran and his wife to be the Chief - Guests at the Prize Day held in 2002 at the
College Prayer Hall. Despite the hazards of travel to Jaffna at that time he readily responded and
graced the College function. Our former Principal C. K. Kanthaswamy emigrated to Australia in
1989 and passed away there on April, 21, 2004 in his 88 th year. Our Association organized a
well attended prayer meeting on July 5, 2004 at Ramanathan Hindu Ladies Callege Hall,
Bambalapitiya. Mr.Aru Thirumurugan, Principal, Skandavarodhaya College, Kantherodai
delivered the memorial address. Copies of Commemorative souvenir were issued to those
present.

In 2004, the Colombo Association completed 60 years of useful service to our “Alma Mater”. The
high - light of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations held at Saraswathy Hall, Bambalapitiiya was the
launch of a book containing the History of Kokuvil Hindu College [ 1910 — 2004 ). The
Programme on March 12, 2005 included a Review of the Book by Journalist K.S. Sivakumaran.
R. Mahendran - Past Principal was also honoured with the award of a Gold Coin and a
certificate of Appreciation at this function. Appreciation certificates were also given to three of
the Association’s Vice Presidents namely 5. Ratnapragasam, M.V, Theagarajah and

A.M. Subramaniam for their achievements / contributions to Kokuvil Hindu College. The
function was well attended and a dinner to the participants followed.

The following day March 13, 2005 all the three Past Principals, Panchalingam, Mahendran and
Kamalanathan from Jaffna were honoured with a lunch at Great Wall Restaurant in
Bambalapitiya. At this function a Gold Medal was presented to the senior Vice President

5. Ratnapragasam in appreciation of the excellent historical document compiled by him.

The book launch was also held in the College by the Kokuvil Old Students Association on
December 16, 2005 in which our President and Ratnapragasam participated on invitation.
Professor K. Thevarajah of the Jaffna University received the first copy of the book in Jaffna.

Principal Kamalanathan brought on May 9, 2007 a basket ball Team of 20 girl students and three
teachers to compete with Colombo Schools. it performed well and went up to the finals but lost
the championship. The Association hosted their 3 day stay in Colombo and felicitated the team
at a dinner in a Hotel. The Principal retired from service on May 13, 2007. The Association
arranged a fare well dinner for Mr, Kamalanathan in July 2007 at Great Wall Restaurant in
Colombo and presented him with a Gold Medal and a certificate of appreciation,

In March, 2008 the Association contributed Rs. 50,000.00 for the first Battle of Hindu's Cricket
competition between our Kokuvil Hindu College and Jaffna Hindu College played in Kokuvil.

The late Mr. M. Theivendran ( sportsman and U.K. Association committee member | while on a
haliday in Colombo donated two Silver Challenge cups along with 24 small cups in memory of
his cricket colleague Bawer Singh and these were sent to the College. Mr. Arunachalam Ahiladas
succeeded Mr. Kamalanathan as Principal of Kokuvil Hindu College. The Association entertained
the new Principal at a dinner at Hotel Shanmugas in Wellawatte on December 13, 2008. At this
dinner meeting he announced his ambitious plans for celebrating the Centenary of the College
and the members responded with a totai contribution of around Rs. One million for the
Centenary Fund. A portion of which was used for land acquisition in 2009 for the expansion of
the College playground.

The College athletic team that came to participate in a competition in Colombo was also
entertained at a dinner at Hotel Shanmugas on September 28, 2009.

C ENTURY,
CTOOGYEARS)
Contd... &

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

__®1910-20108 ;D]Ii!l' [I_]hjﬂo:’) |.'J%[-]
BB -

The Association also had occasion to provide in December 2009, breakfast to a bus load of
children from Kokuvil Hindu College who passed through Colombe on a site seeing trip to
places in the up-country and in South Sri Lanka.

We are glad to record that the Colombo Association was honored by inviting our Treasurer Mr,
5. Rajendran and his wife to be the Chief - Guests at the Prize Day held on September 19, 2009
at the College Auditorium. Despite the hazards of travel to Jaffna at that time he readily
responded and graced the College function.

The Association also felicitated Mr. Manickam Subramaniam on January 30, 2010 at Chinmaya
Mission Hall in Colpetty on his 70 th Birthday from 7 pm onwards at a well gathered Felicitation
dinner that followed the special Pooja at the Chinmaya Pragati [ Sri Rama Temple) for his
valuable contributions to our “"Alma Mater " in the past 6 years. Valthu Paa in his honour was
recited at the meeting and a framed copy was given to him along with a certificate of
Appreciation. He has made not only a large contribution to the school’s progress eartier, he has
now launched on building a Pavilion at the eastern wing of the College-play ground estimated
to cost Rs. 15 Million. The Colombao Association aiso arranged with the Postal authorities on
recommendation of the Minister of Posts and Telecommunication to release the Centenary
Stamp with the First Day Cover during the Centenary year of the School and this is expected to
take place in July this year during the Centenary Year Celebrations at the school. A second First
Day Cover with Rs. 5.00 stamp commemorating S. Handy Perinbanayagam, our past Principal
will also be issued on this occasion. During this 66 year period the Association had 24 General
meetings, the last one was held on December 12, 2007 where the notable change was the
election of P. Jeganathan as Secretary in place of A. Patkunam who has been elected as one of
the Vice Presidents. The management committee met as and when necessary to plan our
activities. The Association also maintained a close liason with the College which had maintained
very good standards both in education and in sports and other extracurricular activities. Today
the school has reached a milestone - the Centenary. We wish the "Alma Mater” many more years
of productive service to the community, and aspire to be recognised as a National School.

Kokuvil Hindu College {O.5.A) Colombo Branch.
February 19, 2010.
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Glimpses of Kokuvil Hindu College History

Kokuvil Hindu College stands with all its glory at Kokuvil. It is surrounded by temples which in
itself is a blessing.

Kokuvil Hindu College was founded in 1910. The founder late Mr. E. Chelliah, a trained teacher,
sowed the seeds for the seat of learning at Kokuvil. (It all began as a ‘Thinnai’ school|.

The untiring effort and dedication of the teachers of the time saw to the development and
progress of the school.

From humble beginnings, the school began to move forward. During this period it saw many
changes — physical development — buildings, addition to staff etc. At this stage the school came
under the umbrella of the Hindu College Board whose Chairman was Sir Waithilingam
Duraisamy. This gave a new impetus to the school.

Mr.M.Karthigesu was appointed headmaster in September, 1928. Mr.M.Karthigesu was
appeinted Principal of the school in 1940. He contributed a great deal towards the progress of
the school. He was succeeded by Mr.S.Seenivasagam. Though Mr.3eenivasagam was at K.H.C.
far a short spell, yet he had great vision for the development of the school. It was unfortunate
that he left before his vision could materialize.

At this stage a young energetic teacher Mr.C.K.Kanthaswami, an able soft spoken fair and firm
gentiemen who was on the tutorial staff was pressurized by the Board to accept the post of
Acting Principal on various occasions. He was Acting Principal until such time the Late
Shakespeare Nagalingam, an exemplary teacher of English, took over the reins of K.H.C. as
Principal. His appointment was the most eventful period of the school. During his tenure of
office many developments within the school occurred.

1945 — 1948 The school was upgraded from an Assisted English school to a Grade 1
school in July 1948. The then Education Officer of Jaffna District, the Late Mr.5.U Somasegaram,
played a pivotal role in the upliftment of the school and so was Mrs.R.R.Navaratnam who was
the Inspector of Schools, Jaffna Circuit.

It was during this time that Free Education - no fee from Kindergarten to University -came into
farce. This synchrenized with the Direct Payment of Teacher's Salary by cheque, by the
Department of Education.

At this stage diversification of students into Arts and Science streams came into operation. In ad-
dition to this, Commerce as a subject became a reality. Home Science too was introduced at this
time. The architect of this was none other than Mr.C.K.Kanthaswami in collaboration with the
Late Mr.V.Nagalingam.

Commerce Department: The late Mr. A. Kandasamy was the pioneer teacher. Commerce was
introduced as an alternate subject — Commerce, Book- keeping, Shorthand and type writing - in
place of History, Civics etc. By this time the school was able to present students for the London
'Matncular:on Examination. This was eventually replaced with the Senior School Certificate and
later General Certificate of Education.

By 1950, Kekuvil Hindu College was a comprehensive Grade | school with a fully diversified
curriculum.

Physical Development: The indefatigable Principal. the Late Mr.V.Nagalingam began the
spade work a!cng with his energetic architect Mr.C.K.Kanthaswami to purchase a plot of land an
the Northern side of the temple. This of course needed maney. Money for this acquisition had to
be raised from various sources.

Contd...
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The total cost of land was Rs.36,000. The Late Mr.Nagalingam persuaded the Management for
support and had the full blessings and the then Manager Mr.T.Muthusamipillai’s response was
very prompt and unhesitatingly donated Rs.25,000. This generous gesture by the Management
was purely because of Mr.V.Nagalingam. The balance had to be raised from the public. To
supplement this, a concert was organized by Mrs.S.Packiarajah who was appointed as Music
Teacher. In addition to Mrs.Packiarajah’s initiative and effort, Mrs.S.Supramaniam,
Mrs.G.Perumalpillai, Mrs.P.B.Bharagaviammah and the then Dance Teacher Mr.S.Gnanasekaram
aleng with the late Mr.A.Amirthalingam played a key role in preparing items for the concert,

Two concerts were staged in Colombo in 1946 and had a good collection. This was possible due
to the full support of the Q.5.A. Colombo Branch. The total amount collected was Rs. 16, 000. The
balance was collected from the public.

School Crest: A school crest was designed and this was displayed in Chelliah Hall. The
Crest with lamp in the centre, Conch, Wheel and Lotus was created. Mr.C. K.Kanthaswarni and
the late Mr.E.Sabalingam made a significant contribution towards

this.

School Song: The entire credit in compesing the school song goes to the Late
Mr.V.Nagalingam for the lofty ideals and he was very particular that no names of individuals be
included. Yet Mr. C. K. Kanthaswami, Mr.A.Amirthalingam and the Late Mr.A.Nagalingam were
the backbone in helping the Late Mr.V.Nagalingam.

School Flag: The colors for the school flag — Red and White — was determined by the staff,
Mr. C. K. Kanthaswami played a very significant role in shaping this.

Assisted School: part payment by Management but Mr.V.Nagalingam managed to con-
vince the Hindu College Board to pay the full amount. Later Mr.V.Nagalingam struck oil and
later used the resources towards developing the school.

Credit must be given to the Late Mr. M.Karthigesu who formed the Matriculation Classes and put
an end to Kokuvil Hindu College being a feeder school.

Connotation of Kokuvil: The word "Koku” means ‘goes beyond the geographic
boundaries.” i.e. on the:

North- Kondavil, Thavady, Inuvil, and Suthumalai

South- Thalayali, Vannarponnai

East- Thirunelvely

West- Anaicoddai, Manipay

Ups and Downs: The school had glorious as well as dull periods. During the early stage,
development and progress was steady (1910 - 1940). 1940 - 1944 - dull period, Cn many an
accasion the school was set on fire. Mr.Seenivasagam fell ill and had to prematurely retire.

1949 was a flourishing year. A prefect system was introduced. H. S. C. and University Entrance
classes were farmed.

Buildings:

o Contributions by Mrs.Rajendran.
o Sterlings

o Balangoda Kandiah

Sports:

o Soccer (Football)
o Athletics

o Cricket

o Boxing

o Wrestling

o Netball

o Physical Education
o Hockey

o Basketball

o Badminton

CENTURY,
cg\ru i) i
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Extracurricular Activities:
o Scouting

o Girl Guides

o Junior Cadets

o 5t. John's Ambulance

Staff Welfare:

o Teachers’ Guild — 1945

o Direct Staff Payment — 1946
o Benevolent Fund — 1945

1910 - 1948 The school didn't have a playing field. The teachers and students had to trek to
the open space adjoining the Cemetery near the old Railway Station near the present premises
of the Technical College.

1950 - The current playground was made a reality by the efforts of the Late Mr.V.Nagalingam
and his able lieutenant Mr. C. K. Kanthaswami.

1951 - The first Athletic Meet was held in the home soil.

1948 - The late Mr.A.Paramanantham was appointed as Sports Master in 1946. He was an em-
bodiment of calmness, a master of experience, a deep-minded psychologist and a person of
worldly knowledge. He was not just a Sports Master but alse an advisor, guide and someone
who provided the most effective advice at the most critical times. He continued in this capacity
till 1960 and is indeed a gift to Kokuvil Hindu Callege.

Teachers’ Guild: Formed in 1945 on a unanimous decision taken by the staff at a meeting
specially convened for this purpose. The first President was Mr.C.K Kanthaswami and the first
Secretary was the Late Mr.P.Navaratnam who later joined the Labor Department and became
Deputy Commissioner of Labor.

The main object of the Teachers’ guild was to assure the administration the full cooperation of
the teachers at all times and to assist the Principal in preparing Pay Sheets every month for the
teachers and disbursement of salaries at the end of the month. Socjal aspect of the Teachers’
Guild was to conduct celebrations, wedding, Benevolent Fund. It was, however, debarred from
interfering in the school administration.

Established — 1910,

B Position _ Name Period
| Founder and Headmaster Mr.E.Chelliah | 1910- 1926
. Headmaster Mr.S. Thiagarajah 1926- 1928
| Headmaster Mr.M.Karthigesu 1928- 1940 ]
| Principal Mr.M.Karthigesu Jan 1941- May 1942
Principal Mr.S.Seenivasagam Feb 1943- June 1946
Principal Mr.V.Nagalingam Jul 1946- Mar 1949
Principal Mr.HandyPerinpanayagam Apr1949- Marl960
Principal Mr.C. K. Kanthaswami Apr1960- Decl970
Principal (acting) Mr.C.Gunabalasingam Jan 1970- May1971
Principal Mr.P.S.Cumarasamy Jun 1971- Mav1972
- Principal Mr.M.Mahadeva Jun 1972- Dec1980
| Principal Mr. A Panchalingam Jan 1981- Mar1991
Principal Mr.R_Mahendran Apr 1991- Jan1996
Principal (acting) Mr.T.Ganeshapillai Jan 1996- Sep1996
Principal Mr.P.Kamalanathan | Sep1996 — May 2007
Principal (acting) Mr.5.V.Mahendiran | May 2007 - Sep 2007
Principal Mr. A Ahiladas | Sep 2007 — to date

Prefect of Games

Mr. A. Paramanantham Mr. T. Buvanasundararajah
. Mr. C. Balakrishnan Mr. T. Sripatkunam

Mr. V. Ganeshalingam (Australia) Mr. T. Devarajah

Mr. R. Mahendran Mr. S. Umasuthan

Mr. T. Vilvarajah
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Kokuvil Hindu College Flag

KOKUVIL HINDU COLLEGE FLAG DETAILS

Wednesday, Decembar 17, 2008

-
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The flag of the Kokuvil Hindu College consists of 13 equal horizontal
siripes of 7 White alternating with 6 Red with college crest on centre
of the colfege flag. (The top of the college flag start from White Strip

and Bottom of the flag White Strip)
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Crest Height 120mm (including Motto}

Crest Height = 9mm——
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ICH MAHA RESTALURANTS AND ASI

A large variety of:

Dhal

Milk

Flour

Sugar
Spices

DVDs

(Ds

Phone Cards
Newspapers

_ Visit us @ www.richmaha.com.au
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INstep

Designer Homes

SPECIALISED IN ARCHITECTURAL |
DESIGNED HOMES

Quality Workmanship & Professional Service
New Homes + Unit Developments MAATIER EURLEeNS
Design / Drafting & Construction

> Renovations & Extensions
Energy Efficient Homes
Registered Building Practitioner

CALL (03) 9791 8000

A 1 Snead Court, Dingley Village VIC 3172 103 9?91 8000 E mfo@mstepdemgnerhames com.au
www.instepdesignerhomes.com.au

¥

£

£

v

Master
Builders

4

b

5 REGISTERED

349/ Building Practitioner
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