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18tk of Tob., 1897

THE CEYLON STEAMSHIP Co. Ltd.
The Company’s Steauer “Lady Gor-
@don is appointed todail from Jaffna
for Colombo on th§ _following date.
Via Paumben 26th February® " 5
"PheSteamer *Lady Havelock” is sgp?mted. to
sail from Jaftoa for Colombo on the following

dutes.
d quia Point Pedro 10th. March

The . 8. Lady Havelock which is appoint-
ed to sail from Colombo south-about on the
10th Februavy with the Supreme Court, party
will sail for Colombo via Pasumbzn after the
close of the Supteme Court Sessions here.

W. MATHER & SON,
. Agents,

(N SR 5 S A s 2

THE JAFENA COMMERCIAL CORPORA-
TION LIMITED:
OrricE  BANk Harn, SEA STREET, JAFENA.
The company opens current secounts .wxhh

<ams of not less than Rs 100 and allows inter-
est at 29/, per annum on minimum monthly ba-
lances of Bs. 500, and upwards,

Fixed deposits received on the following termsi—
For |2 months interestat 6% per annuin allowed

£ G " o 5 « &

& 3 &% & 3 " «
Approved bills discounted. Money advanced

on pledges.

Remit tances made to and from Colombo,

Colombo Bankers. National Bank of India Ltd.

Cheques and foreizn drafts and bills of ex-
chanzeon the Colombo Banks cashed. L

Tniand aud forcign goods imported on Com-
IASSIon. ]

Office hours from 10-30 A. M. to 4 P. M.

2 Wi MATHER,

Managing Director.

WS Pen ERliiaseme agRow

“FOR SALE.
GENTLEMEN'S LADIES' AND CHILDREN'S
BOOTS axp SHOES %
alsn Harness, Curry Combs, Broshes, Knee Caps,
Driving whips, Sparve reins, Bits, Hurse cluths,
Dubbing, Blleman's embrocation, &e.
WA TERBURY WATCHES

The #Trnmp” Gentlemar’s size Rs. 800

TLadies’ size - - - a0 013,00
ALL AT COLOMBO PRICES

at the Store department of

The Jalfua Commercial Corporation Ltd-

FOR SALE.
BRILLIANTS {1 BRILLTANTS!!
Calicut Tiles—first quality.
Calicut Flooring bricks.

Wm. Mather & Son.

MABRRIAGE.
On {he 8th February at Oodooville church by the Rev.

8. Eliatamby, Mr. § A. PaulPillai, B, A, Vice-Principal,
English High School, Point Pedro, ‘to Miss Lucy Valu
pillai of the Oodooville Female Boarding Sohool.
 DEATH,

On the 7th Feb. at Alyay, Point Pedro, Susan, wife of
Mr, A. M. Kanthiali.

ORDER NISI.
In The District Court
Testamentary ) v, g1g o
Jurisdiction,
In the Matter of the Esfate of the lale Chivakamipillai
wife of Vyramutto Chuperamaniem of Neervaly. Deceased

of Jaffna.

Vyramntto Chuperamaniem of Neervaly Petitioner
.

1. Visuvanather Kanthapillai & wife

9. Poothattaipillai of Neervaly. Respondents.

Phis matter of the Petition of Vyramutto Chupramani-
em of Neervaly praying for Letters of Administration
to the estate of fhe above named deceased Chivakami-
pillai  wife of Vyramiito Chpperamaniem of Neervaly
coming on for disposal befove H. H. Cawmeron Bsquire,
District dudge, on the 19th day of Japuaty 1897 in the
prosence of Mr. Tambiah §, Cooke Proctor on the patt of
the Petitioner and. the affidavit of the Pelitioner datad
the 10th day of Janusry 1897 huving been vead if is de-
claverd that fhe Pefitioner ie the hosbandand nest of Kin

—_ ————

of the said intestate and as such is entitled to have
Letters ‘of Administration to the estate of the said Intes-
tate issued to him unless the Respondents or any other
person stall onor before the 26th day of February 1897
show sufficient cause tothe satisfaction of this Comrt to
the contrary,

Signed this 19th day df} H. H. CAMERON
January 1897 District Judge

FISCAL SALL,
Tigeal’'s Office
Batticaloa 21st January§1897
No. 1190.

In the Pistrict Court of Batticaloa.
V- V. Vinao":ampy Mlld;i/liym‘ Plaintiff
f 5

Mrs, HamyfseSomanader Defendant.

Notice i8"@~=sy given that on Saturday, the 27th
Febrmary 1797 at 11 o'clock in the forenoon, will be sold
by Public Auctionat the spot the following property of
the defendant specially mortgaged and hypothecated in
and by bond No. 3 dated 6th January 1892and declared
by judgment in the above case specially bound and ex-
eciitable for that judgment for the recovery of Rs. 750 and
costs Rs. 132.82f and iuterest at 16% p. c. from G(L Jan-
nary 1892, _

The puddy land called Vaical Pattu at Valanithai Vat-
tai in Karavagu Pattu bonnded on the Hast by paddy
field called Sellapattu Mullai Waiyal and Mujan Cloua-
ga Vayel, West by Nuaiady Blavisam and river, Noith
Dy Vaikal Pattu 'Pothu and South by riverand Jand of
others, In extent 31 acres3 roods and 34 perclies togetlier
witlt the inlets, outlets and the “We"ma“m‘ii

K. 6. KADIRGAMAR,
Deputy Fiscal.

ORDER NISIL
In the District Court of Jaffna.
Testamentaty | xr, 4o
-J irisdiction }‘\‘"453
In thgeMatter of the Estate of the late Aramukam Sa-
ravanamtito of Meesalai o Deceased
Kanapatiar  Ponnampalam of Meesalai Petitioner.

5.

1. Parupaty widow of Kantar of Meesalai

2, Mailar Vallipuam and wife

3. Nakamutto of Allalai

4. Murukar Kanapatbipillai and wife

5. Siyakami of Meesalai

6. Tillayar Chinnaddy and wife

7- Sinnapillai alias Katpakam of do Respondents
This matter of the Petition of Kanapathiar Ponpampalam,
of Meesalai praying for fresh grant of Letters of Administra-
tion to the estate of the abovenamed deceased Avumukam
Saravanamutto ofMeesalai coming on for disposal before
H. H.Cameron Esquire, District Judge, on the 1st day
of Febiuary 189 the presence of Mr. Tambiah S. Cooke
Proctor on the part of the Petitioner and the affidavit of
the Petitioner dated the 28th day of January 1897 having
Leen read if is declared that the Petitioner is the next of
kin of the said intestate and as such is entitled to have
Fresh Letters of Admiuistration to the estate of the said
Intestate issued to him unless the Respondents or auy
other person shall on or, Lefore the 12th day of March
1897 show sufficient cause to the satisfaction of this Court
to the contrary.
Signefl this st day
of February 1897.

H. H. Cameron,
District Judge,

ORDER NISI
To the District Court of Jaffna.
Testamentary } No.823

Jurisdietion
Inthe Matterol the Estate of the Jate Charavanai Pa-

yamu of Karadive Hast Deceased,
Paramu Vichuvar of Karadive East Patitioner.
%
1. Paramu Clanmukam of Karadive Iast
2, Pavamu Kantar of do
3 amu Kasi of do
4. irkamer Kasinatar of do and
5. his wife Parupati alias Pillai of do Respondents,

This malter of the Petition of Paramu Viehuyarof Ka-
radive Eust praying for Letters of Administration to the
estate of the abovenamed deceased Charavanai Paramu
of Karadive East coming on for dispnsal before H, H.
Cameron Bsquire, District Judge, on the 5th day of Feb-
riary 1897 in the presence of Mr, T. O. Changarapillai
Proctor on the part of the Petitioner and the affidavit of
the Petitioner dated the 2nd day of February 1897 having
been read it is declared that the Petitioner is theson and
one of the heirs of tlie said 1ntestate and as such is enti-
tled to have Letters of Administration fo the estate of the
said I[ntestate issued to him unless the Respondents or
any other person shall on or hefore the 15th day of March
1897 show sufficient eause to the satistaction of this
Court to the contrary.
Signed this 5th day
ol February 1897.

H, H. Cameron
District Judge.

cal & @eneral.

Rain and Marvest. Reaping and threshing were
briskly carried on last week, and on Saturday last the 14th
ingt, ruin, the unwelcome visitor at this season, which con-
tinued to come cown in showers for a few days more, upset
all progress of the harvest. The inconyenience, loss and
anxiety fo the farmers haye heen mich, and o are sorry
that the mirth of flie plentious crop of fhe year has beun
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RINOTEOUSNENS EXALTBTI A NATION BUT SIN IS &4 BEPROALD TD ANY PEOPLE.

marred by therain which eame avhen it wag not wanfed.

The Supreme Court. The first Criminal Sessions
for the year at Jattua lias been lixed to begin on the 20th.
inst. There are eight cases in the calendar for {rial. The
Chief Justice will preside and thestaff of the Supreme
Court consisting of Mr. G. Grenier, Registrar and the in-
terpreters Messre. Silva and Muttiah with the Crown Coun-
sel Mr, NaE-Couke are expected to arrive here by 48, 8.
Lady Havelock™ on or before the 20th. inst. The steamer
is expected to leave Batticaloa on the 17th Tnst. with the
Supreme Conrt party, and arriving at Trincomalle on the
18th inst. for which day the sessions at Trincomalle has
leen fised, the steamer will start for Jaffna without much
delay as it is reported that there are no cases for trial at
Trincomalie. 4

Chankuvalle Robbery Case. Seven outof the
nine accesed of this well known robbery case have been
committed to stand their trial before the ensuing Sessions
of the Suprome Court. The public have eagerly watched
with satisfaction the progress of the easein the Minor Court,
and they awaitits result in the higher tribunal with anxiery.

#8§. 8. Lady Gordon” 'This Steamer which left our
port with saveral passengers direct to Colombo, on the 11th
inst, has been put under quarantine for ten days from the
date of her arrivalin Colombo. It appears that some pass-
engers boarded the steamer at Paumben which is an in-
fected locality at present. Itis a pity that passengers
from theport of Jaffna suffer, by the wrongful act committ-
ed elsewhere throngh the indiscretion of those who are
penny wise and pound foolish,

The Wesleyan Missionaries. The Ministers of
the synod at Batrivaloa will disperse on the 17l inst. and
{ie Jaffna men will arrive here by the 'S, S. Lady Have-
lock' on or abont the 20th inst.

@ur Govi. Agent- Mr, B, V. Ivers goes to England
on leave and he has booked his passage in a steamer
which leaves Colombo on the 13th of March next. Weare
not in a position at present to definitely say who his succes-
sarwill bein Jaffna. The Colombo dailies, when speaking
of chianges in the Civil Service, report that Mr. Ellis, Govt.
Agent 8. P, will'act for Mr. Dawson Govt, Agent Ve ks
while it is rumoured that Mr, Fisler Govt. Agent E. P.
will act tor Mr. Ivers who goes home on leave.
Mr. Tevers it is rumoured will be permanently ap-

. pointed Treasurer on -the retirement of Mr, Sannders the

present treasurer

New Proctors. Of those candidaftes who passed the
final examination for Proctors we natice the mames of
Deivanayagam, Sanatheraja. Sivapirakasam, and Casip-
pillai who are Jaffoa Tamils. A six months apprenfice-
ship on Colombo will entitle themds -
the District Courts of the Tsland ‘

H. M. Cameron Esq, has been appointed to ack
as Govt. Agent in addition to his own dulies as District
Judge from 8th March untill 10th April when he will act /
as D. J. of Kandy.

The Goodooville Seminary, The examination
for admission of a new class taok place yesterday. Nearly
sixty candidates were present of whom 26 were received.
The Government Bxamination is to take place on the 25th
inst. The next ferm is to begin April 17th. For some
time past, English lias been taught anhour a day to most
of the pupils, As lhe desire for English is grawing
stronger, arrangements are being made for giving it more
attention in the coming year, and providing also for
those who wish to study entively in English.

Br. Strong WModafiar, We are very glad to
hear that he has been put in the list of pensionable ap-
pointments ‘and that he is now entitled to the increase
at 10 per cent. /

The Jaffiva Rallway. The Commuiissioners of
the Northern Railway Extension have made {heir final 1e-
port which was published on the 3rd iust. ‘Ihe report is
not udverse to the wishes of the people, and they have
once forall decided the high desirability of the said ex-
tension lint, nnammously snd confidently recommend
that it shunld be in the form of a light Lroad gange line
from Kurnegala to Anuradhapura, and a 2 feet 6 inch
gange line from Anuradhapura onwards. Now that the
report has proved favourable we are confident, judging
from the spirit of the raply of His Tixcellency the Gover-
nor given in the Pandal at the esplanade, that prompt action
will be taken to carry out the intentions of the Govt. and
that in thenear future, Jafina will hear the whistle of the
iron horse.

IR W Rajayah, the eldest son of Mr, L. C. Wil-
liams B. A., Asst, Inspector of Schools, Tanjore, we are
glad fo know, passed the Madras Matviculation Exami-
nation very craditably and was placed on the [st class,

edical Stadent, We are glad 10 Liear that
Mr, M. Seevivasagam medical student, a youth of Jaffun
who hias now been sometime in the Ceylon Medical Collggn
rendered much valuable service to Government dnring
the late Cholera Epidemic_in Colombo and contemplates
prosecuting his studies. We wish bim all sueccess, and
hope that he will prove o successfil practitioner. ' Com.
Provident A iation. A cowr dent
writes objecting to ajproposed rule of thissociety Ly which a
person cut off from a clinreli eannot continue to be & member.
We think he mistakes entting off for suspending. Naturally if
it is only for Clrist a a menber of
church ceases to be eli ssociation, But he adds
it may be well to pass an amendment so that a cer-
tain percent qf 1v\uanIumtimx members ny be admitted,
By & non ristian hugband of a Christian \?'il‘p, o o father
of Christian eliuldren, a non Chuistian hrother, of & Cliist-
wn sister’” ele, ‘
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_— but it is almost a toy-railway,

VoL. 57.

THE JAFFNA RAILWAY.

‘I'he Railway Commission has at last reporteil
on the vexed question of the Gauge. 'They gave
last yewr full estimates as to cost, traflic eic, andl
now they recommend a light broad gange to Anu-
radbapura; ‘and a narrow gnage of 2% ff, from
there to Jaffna, '

We are thankful for so much, for it now looksas
if the construetion of the Railway might be sanc-
tioned withont delay. Almost everyone agrees
on the importance of having a railway, and most
will admit that a considerable part of it will not
pay its way for sometime to come. ‘This being
the case the question was ho'w far the Colony
wonld be justified in ranning into debt for the
railway. Theamount approved by the Commis-
sion isa little nnder 8% million rupees.

As we understand the recommendation it is
to build 71 miles of the same breadth as the ex-
isting railways of the Island but not so heavly
metaled and cheaper in other ways. This will
cost about Rs. 56,000 per mile. This is h)y feet
in width. From Anuradhapura northwards they
recommend a railway of less than half this width,
only 24 ft, costing Rs. 85,000 per mile, and this
too laid on the Central Road: This style of road
geoms to be copied from the Darjeeling Railway,
The South India
railway is about 34 ft, and they are there able
to run nearly 15 miles per hour, but the -Darjeel-
ing traing make only 8 miles, while the broad
guage in Ceylon runs at a rate of nearly 19 miles
including stoppages Probably the Jaffna road
might secure10or 11miles This would require over
94 hours contintous riding to reach Colombo. 1t
seems also a great mistake to lay the track on
the existing rad. There must be always more
or less of local traffic on theroad. One can imagine
the effect ona pair of oxen when a steam engine
ith its rush and roar, comes alongside within
fwo orthree feet, and perhaps the sereech of the
gteam whistle adds to the terror. “1t will be a
merey if the cart is only upset in the ditch and:
not run into by the engine, - In America it is
considered very dbjectionable to have a railway
run any distance alongside of a highway, even
50 or 100 foet off. The advrcates seem to ignore
altogether the local traffic, but this is expected
to develop very rapidly, They also leave out of
account the large amonnt of traffic between Jaffna
and India, which will not be benefitted by this
plan. A railway is bound to come soon tg Paro-
ban, and if a branch from Jaffna to a convenient
point between Mamnar and ‘Anuradhapura were
made, it would give Jaffna a double benefit,

’.‘lﬁihoraonnage of wessels coming to Jaffna ports
4 om India in '95 was-50,006. ‘The imports to

Jaffna from over the gea, which must be largely
from India, were 3} million rupees. The present
plan ignores alfogether the Indian: connection,
A metre railway eoming up the coast from Co-
lombo as far as there is a 'dense population,
and then swerving = little to Anuradhapura and
from there turning toward Mannar slightly so as
to meet the Indian railway, and then coming on
to Blephant Pass and Jaffna, would be regarded
10 years hence as the wisest to have heen made,
we aresure, Such aroad could probubly be built
for Rs. 40,000 a mile. lis whole length would
be but littleif any more than the proposed route
to Colombo. 1t would need but little to connect
it with India. And more than allthere would be
no break of gange anywhere. . The first cost would
he more, but on the seacoast it would be produc-
tive from the first, which is more than can be
gnid of the proposed plan. And in the end the
outlay would be very much Iess.

On the other hand, as it is, when the Indian
metre railway comes, a branch will be needel
to connect it with this, and there will be two
Breaks of gauge, or places where all goods must
1o unloaded and loaded again. If however the
Indian road should go down the coast, a branch
must bemade across to meet it, and there would
he one break of guage. But there svould be twa
long lineg unproductive through a good part of
their length.

However weare glad to havea Railway on al-
most any terms, and we regard even a toy Tail-
way as better than none. And it seems pretty
certain that we could not expect any other for
gometime to come,

2 Tug CorAx TRAINING INSTITUTION,
il

I yotice, with pleasnre that this Inslitation still contin-
ues to maintain its position as one of the leading education-
al institutions established for training up school masters
and uther workers in the different missions in the Penin,
gnla. The school has enjoyed the superintendence of seven
Mauagers, cliief among whom was the late lamented Rev,
T. M. Guiffith noder whose care and management, it had
developed greatly in strength and efliciency. lts late
Manager, the Rev. J. I Pickford nas left for England or:
Jeave. In his stead Rev. My, Horsely is expected to coma
ghortly. 'The echool i carried op'by Mr 8. 1. Thamba-
pillai” assisted by two others, Messrs. Manickam and
Sathasivam, all of whom are graduates of the same In-
glitntion. Theresult of the last Government Lixnminalion,
I am pleased to learn, is especially good. Ite annual
prize_distiibutiva came off yesterday evening under the
presidency of the Roy. J. Carter of 8t. Johu's College,
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Tha competition in atheletic' sports heing, over. (he Schopl

r00m was crowded foits utmost eapacity with friends.
aralimtos and well-wishers of the ipstitution, Among
those present were the following:—the Revds. T. 8. Smith,

Climpion, Morse, Daniel and Williams and tlie  Mikses
Smith, Lamb, Jackson, Case, Saul and Heandy, ‘The yro-
ceedings commenced exactly at 6-30 1.y AS thie fivst
item of the heavy programme, a lively Tamil song com:
posed for the oeeasion wasisung to theaccom janiment of
fiddle gud dram, This was followed by Seripture, reads
ing aud prayer. Then followed Drglish repitations and
stnging in competition. After the competitions were over
4 wost interesting and argumentative dialogue as  to
whetlier *Animal focd is preferable to_vegetarian diet” in-
vented by Mr, Thambapillai, took ﬁluce between fwo
youngsters each of whom acted his patt in the most agree-
able manner. In the comse of the dialogue thera were
peals of langhter in, the room. A shont essay was then
vead by one who was a graduate. The Chairman then
called ipon Miss Smith to distribute the prizes to the se -
veral successful students.

The prizes consisted of books, easl, woolens and station-*
ery. As usual prizes were preseuted fo the graduates
for Scriprure knowledge apd general subjects. Special
prizes were then given tostudents for good conduet, gym-
nastics, mapdrawing. textpainting, gardening and £or jass-
ing all the subjects in Goverument examination. The
whole audience lad their eyes on one boy named Muil-
vaganam who catried off* many prizes. This pleasant
function being finished the Chafrman in a sliort lucid
speech expressed. his thankfulness to Mr, Thatmbapitai
and his assistants for the interest they took in the proceed-
ings and in particular to Mr. Thambapillai for having in-
vented such an interesting and elaborate dialogue the
natare of which he said, lie was able to make out eyen if
he doos not know Tamil from the pleasant smiles of those
assembled.

He fusther spoke highly of the Institution staling {hat
the schovlis one of the many means adopted by onr pa-
ternal mission 1o set free the people of various districts from
the thraldom of ignorance and snuperstition, and at the
sume time' that its chiet end and aim is to (rain up sshool
masters and other workers in the mission. The Reyds.
D, 8. Smith and Champion gave their congratulations
Lo the Institution with valied remarks to the students the
former in course of iz address spoke highly of the school
musters who have gone through this Tnstitution for theiv
honesty, intelligence and moral qualifications. ‘Phe pro-
ceedings weve bionght to a cloge witl Benediction by the
Chairman. Great credit is due to Mz, 8. T Thambapillai
and Lisassistants for the kind and respectable maunuer in
which they entertained the audience. Alsg siucere
thanks are Gue to Miss Case and Messrs. A. M. Chittam-
palam, Mootatamby and S. Tambipillai gradnate: of the
came Institntion for the prizes given by them for fext-
patuting and for passing all subjects in thesGovernment
examination, Wishing the Iostitnfion every snecess and
prosperity. A well wisher.

Jaftna, 9th February’ 1897,
To the Bditor of the “Morning Stax"

ir,
enclose lerewith an extract of a speech made by Swa-
mi Vivekananda at Madura, reported it “The Hipdu™ of
the 6th inst,, and request that you will kindly assigna
corner to it in yonr journel and publish it for the inform-
ation of his admirers.

«Local customs are infinite and eontradictory; which fo
obeg and which not to obey? The Brahman in Sonthern
Tndia, forinstance, would shrink in terror at the sight of
another Brahman eating a it of meat; a Bralman ir the
North, thinks it a most glorious and holy thing to do—
he kills goats by the hundred insacrifice” ¢ @ @

«Phere wasa time in this very India wi@nwithont eat-
inz beef no Brahman could remain a Braliman-you read
in Vedas how when a grea: Sannyassi or king or a great
man, comes into tha lionse, they kill the goat and the
hullock, We were an agrienltaral race and killing the
Lest bulls meant annihilation of the race. Therefore it
was stopped, and the voice was raised against the killing
of cowa.  Soon we find that what we consider the most
horrible customs ‘sometimes existed,”

A, Christian,

FOREIGN NOTES.

—Dr Nansen, the Artic Ixplorer, gavea lectmin to
an audience of ten thonsand people’ in London and the
Frince of Wales presented him with (be special gold
medal of the Royal Geographical Society.

—_The sitnation in Crete is alarming. The Christian
quarter at Canea las been burnt by the Mussalmans, A
general rising all over the island is feared, Gireeco is
demanding the annexation of Crete. And the insurgonts
also have iesued & proclamation declaring for nnipn
with Greeces

Greece has sent warehips to aid the insurgents. but the
Powers have decided to prevent their irterference.

—A commercial convention between Trance and
Abysginia hos been yatified, It recognises the independ-
ence of king Menelik. 2

—The Eyptian Goyernment has accepted a loan from
tho British for the cost of the Soudan Expedition. France
and Russia object to this and ara excited at statements
made i the House of Commons regarding Bgypt,

The Niger expedition. The forcesenl to inflict
punishinent tor the massacre at Benin on the river Niger,
West Africp, captured Bida, aflter a hard day's fighting
it being defended by 30,000 Foulahs. The enemy lost
heavily, and ane white officer was killed-

.

LocAL aND GENERAL .

The Blind Reading. The former, method of
teacling the blind to read was by having raised letters on
thick paper, which the reader could easily distingnish
by feeling with the tips of his fingers. The ‘Braille system
ntes six dots which being arranged in different walys in-
dicate the letters. It is said that in India there arve 160
languages and dialects, which use some 10000 different
characters. Bt Mi- Knowles of London Mission, Tia.
vaucare, hug heen studying the matter, and he is able (

| diseuveries and studics.

! by traders from Mekopotamia abont 800 B.C.

express all. these Uy 64 diflerent combinations of the six
dulg:, The plan isso sithple thata blind person can learn f
vead in two months, and the Llind can teach the blind.
Ihere are schools for the blind on  this system in Palam-
cotta, Sonth-fndin. Tamil books of this kind were pre-
pired two or three yoars ago. Mr. Knowles Las now come
to Ceylon, and is preparing Sinhalese: buoks at the Wes-
loyan Mission Press in Colombu. Mr. Ly Garthwaite,
wihio was for thirty years Inspector of schools in Madras
Presideney, and translator to government in several lang-
uages, hus «iven much time to the matter and lias prepar-
ed books in several Judian languages. He is coming next
weelk tosee the buoks tyrongzl the press, ko India there are
about 600,000 blind. In Geylon there are 5,636 blind of
whom 26 are also deaf. It wouldibe very interesting if
some one could take up the instruction of these, like that
of Helen Kellor in Awericy, wlo can neither see nor hear
and yet has leafned to talk and undeistadd others and is
now nedrly prepapd for Collége.  But this is ja di
process, whieregsAlis lelp £or the: blind only, is very sim-
pls and wvith little effurt and expense may prove a great
biessing toshe thousauds wlo arg in “darkness both Lodi-
1y and spiritually.

Denominations in, 4. 8. A Recent  ryeturns
give the following ligures tor the different denominations
1n the United States of America. We give only the principal
bodies. There are 44 denominalions,” among which many
lLave several divisions makiug in all 148 bodies, This is
a very liberal classificativn  including Catholics, Jews,
Chinose, Lheosophists, ete. Tt will e seen that the Catho-
lics compose vearly onethird of the  whole, But if we
leave ont Jews, Spiritualists, Theosophists, and the like,
wlio altogether are ouly a comparatively small number,
the Protestant Chyistiats are two to one of the Catholics.
The increase of the latter is Iargely due to immigration
and fatural growth of families, as it ean be shown that the
Cathelics lose many ore than they gain by change of faith.
Tlie increase of the Presbyterians seems very small, but this
is due to chianges iu one of the smaller branches. There were
nearly 65000, new memnbers received in one of twelve the
Presbyterian bodies. . -

Nnumbers Increase in '96.

Catholics 8,287,048 272,187
Methodists 5,6 168,776
Baptisls 4,153,857 85,318
Preshyterians 1,460,346 1.247
Lutheraus 1,420.405 30,130
Diseiples 80,009
Typiscopal 19,206
Cungregationalists 622,557 ., 20000
Sulvaiionists 40,000 6,500
Thevsophists 3,000 )
Jews 39,500

Cliinese, temples 47

32 Othurs 1,994,546 89,340

Totals 43,335

The Congregationalists stand eighth on the list, but it sleld
Dbe remenbered that most of the Baptistsure congregatidmis
ists except in theone point of baptism,and the disciples s
practically the same, Thorefure the Congregationalists reall
head the Jist of Protestants. The differences berween thgsds
leading Urotestant denuminations are chiefly in matters
organization. They all vecognize each otlrer as brathren Livel
the difterences of the smaller buiies are fur tlie mnost past
trifling. Itis quite instrictivepin view of the extiavagaut
claims - made by some Theosophists, to see that thoy have
only 3000 members in 122 groups, ur less than 23 taa com-
pany,  We may say they are nowhere.

95,424,333

The present population of the  rountry it about 70 mil-
Jions 8o these 25 millious of aduit,Clyistians are more than
onein three,and their children are more than as many
more. Taking only the Protestants we have 17 millions
church members, which is about vne in tour of the popn
lation,and ineloding their — ehildien  more than  halfof
the whole. Thisis great progress for 100 years ago
oitly one in fifteen was a Protestant member and the in-
crease in the centiry has  beew fifty fold. The gain in
one year now is more than the whole number fheng

Indtan Writing,
bouk ou this subject

Dy, Buller Lis just published
el gives the results of the latest

e concludes that all the Tndiar
alphabiets come from the Brahmi, which was igtroduced
It was
originally written from right to lefr like other” Semitic
Langnages, bt was gradually developed and changed
throng! eral centuries, ‘I'he Tamilis thovsht to be o
form introdueed from the northern hranch of this Bralimi
about the tonrth o fifth century A, 13, The numerals
probably had the same source. The earliest example of
decimal fizures dates 695 A, D. 'The Indinos nsed « birch
barkin the fine of Alesander, 4th century B. U, ‘But
palm leaves were nsed further south, 'Ihe oldest specimen
of palin leafis from the Gth century A. D.

e Acrodrome. Prof. Langley of Washington
11, 8. A. bas again successfnlly tried his airship, or “agro-
drome.”  Itig about 15 foet fangand 14 feet across the
wings or aeroplanes, which are of silk and fised. Tt is
moved by 1wo serew propellers, ont on each side, and its
motive power is a small gasoline steam engine of ahout
one horseposver, The machine, which is only a model,
weighs 801bs, The broad planes heing at a slight angle
cause il 10 vise in theaiy when the screws are working
rapidly, when they slow upor stop it fluats gently down.

Parvasites. A correspondent sugzosts that the ety-
wa 48 is more probably in 118 last part from we
& gince the plant starts from soels exereted on trees by
bivds, Tt'is possible that this is the derivation but noless
parullel eases ean be produced it does not seem proliable,
We qupxuly lave (he word ga«=@usss, with that meaning,
and it is not very likely that the other is a corruption of
this. The termination & is a common formative of nouns,
a8 i gelied), mpl@, @ps6, Quads OlC. and -especially of
fem. nouns, as Quryeb, guuceef. ete.  Wemight correct
the etyroology given before for the other nane of the pa-
rasite, In Malayalam it is e, or that which devonrs
aplant. Therefore ysmaad, would be that which pierces a
plant.
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