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‘A STORY OF AN QUTSIDER'

Marakokku (The woden crane), by Theniyan,
Review by K.S.Sivakumaran

A Sri Lankan Tamiil woman from Jaffha was
said to be domestic. docile and unassertive. But.today,
the scene is completely chamged. However d‘urmg the
70s, there were a few women like the heroine of the
novel (Mara kollu — The wooden crane — by
Theniyan), vijayaladchumi, who c'z’eﬁed .male
imfluence and asserted her importance ina famzly. of
women as an unmarried head of the family, assuming
that role afier her father’s death. Her father belonged
to that class of feudal landlords who became
weakened with the onslaught of political and social
Jorces that changed the old order.

The daughter, unwisely failed or refused
to understand the changing circumstances. She felt
that she could continue to maintain caste.ana’ class
and also orthodox race/religious distinctions, even
though these ‘Superiorities’ have begun to be
challenged. Worse still, the members of her own
Jamily - her sisters themselves had subtl)./ turne.d
against her, liberating themselves from the iron grip
of their elder sister.

In other words, this novel is an interesting
exposition of the fall of an idealis{ic woman in h?r
thirties from a dream world, which did not egfzst
outside. She is compared to a wooden crane standing
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on one foot awaiting a prey. She is proved impotent
and unrealistic, not only in her vision, but also in her
day-to-day dealings with two of her three sisters, her
widowed mother and her niece. She is instrumental in
getting her elder sister leqve her husband and return
10 her house hold with the sister’s child. But one of
her sisters rebels against her by marrying into a
Jamily, which is q shade lower than her own vellala
caste, This authoritative woman’s youngest sister
firts with a toddy-tapper. 4 subservient man — ¢

distant realative of her mother — who help this woman

in managing the temples owned by her, has intimate

relationship with a woman of lowcaste. This woman

deserted her husband and lives in the house hold as g
maid. '

B F e gl is Jaffna and the period is late 40s
to early 70s, when the temple entry of the socalled
depressed class’ people came into force.

One may even call it an anti-feminist novel,
Judging by the novelists point of view, at least in the
description of the ‘heroines’ actions and depiction of
her character. But the overall purpose of the writer
seems to be to debunk the posture of a hardened
vainglorious person, who happened to be a woman,

Quit different to the usuql Jormula-type novels
(Casteism, capitalism etc), this novel interesting and
readable. The structure is skillfully constructed and
the style of the writer is literary as far as Imaginative
use of words is concerned and Junctional as irrelevent

padding of cliches is avoided.
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This novel should be transiated into Sinhala
too, because it depicts parallels in the society whether
it is Tamil or Sinhala. An English translation too
could help a great deal in understanding the Tamil
mind and the Jaffna society by world at large.

THE SUNDAY TIMES, SUNDAY JUNE 04, 1995
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